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^reaU'st of English historians, MACArLAT,and one of the most hriUiant •writers of

I prcsi'nlcoiitury,ha3 sjiid: "Tiie history of a country is Viest told in a record of the

> IS of its people." In conformity with this idea the Poutkait am> UioiiitAriiK ai.

noRD f,f tiiig county has been prei>ared. Instead of going to musty records, and
' aking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be ai)preciated by but few, our

>
' ips of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their

enterprise and industry, brougiit the county to rank second to none among those

comjjrising this great and noljle Stiite, and from their lips have the story of their life

struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelli-

gent puldic. In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the

kK imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by

fc _ j_ industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited

advantages for securing an education, have become learned men and women, with an

induence extending tiiroughout the length and breadth c>f the land. It tells of men who

iiave risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have

Ijecome famous. It tells of those in every walk in life who have striven to succeed, and

records how that success has usually crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, verj-

^ many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pui-sued "the even tenor of their way," content

^ to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy—"tliey have done what

they could." It tells how that many in tlie pride and strength of 30ung manliood left the plow and the

anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country's

call went forth valiantly '"to do or die," and how through their efforts tiie I'nion was restored and peace

once UKjie reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson tliat should not

lie lost upon tiiose who follow after.

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact

that it contains so much that would never find its way into puldic records, and which would otherwise be

Mnaccessible. Great care has Iwen taken in the compilation of the work and every opiiortunity ptissible

•^ given to those represented to insure correctness in what has been written, and the publishers flatter them-

^ selves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of consecpience. In addition to the biograpb

^ ' ical sketches, portraits of a numlwr of representative citizens are given.

.^ The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the

arrpwblishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the

v^ information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of

^ the family would oppose the enterjirise, and on account of such o|)position the support of the interested

one would l>c withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made

at their residence or place of business.
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! 1 K Father of our Countrj' was

^l>orn in Westmorland Co., Va.,

' Feb. 2 2, 1732. His parents

were Augustine and Mary

(Ball) Washington. The family

to which he belonged has not

been satisfactorily traced in

England. His great-grand-

father, John Washington, em-

igrated to Virginia about 1657,

and became a prosperous

planter. He had two sons,

Lawrence and John. The
former married Mildred Warner

and had three children, John,

Augustine and Mildred. Augus-

tine, the father of Oeorge, first

married Jane Butler, who bore

him four children, two of whom,

Lawrence and Augustine, reached

fjaaturity. Of six children by his

second marriage, George was the

eldest, the others beinir Betty,

i

Samuel, John Augustine, Charles

and Mildred.

Augustine Washington, the father of George, died

in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his

ridest son, Ljwrence, he bequeathed an estate on

the Patomac, afterwards known as Moimt Vernon,

and to George he left the i)arental residence. George

received only such education as the neighborhood

schools afforded, save for a short time after he left

scliool, when he received private instruction in

paathemat'cs. His spelling was rather defectiv*.

I

Remarkable stories are told of his great ))hysicai

strength and development at an early age. He was

an acknowledged leader among his companions, and

was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair-

ness and veracity which characterized his whole life.

When George was 14 years old he had a desire to go to

sea, and a midshipman's warrant was secured for him,

but through the opposition of his mother the idea was

abandoned. Two years later he was appointed

surveyor to the immense estate of IvOrd Fairfax. In

this business he spent three years in a rough frontier

life, gaining experience which afterwards i)roved very

essential to him. In 1751, though only 19 years of

age, he was apixjinted adjutant with the rank of

major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for

active service against the French and Indians. Soon

after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother

Lawrence, who went there to restore his health. They

soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence

died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter

who did not long survive him. On her demise the

estate of Mount Vernon was given to George.

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten-

ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia wa°

reorganized, and the province divided into four mili-

tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to

Washington as adjutant general. Shortly after this

a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac-

cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro-

ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North-

western Pennsylvania. The distance to be traversed

was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand,

and the journey was to be made without military

escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. Th«



GEORGE WASHINGTON.

iri]) was a periloiisone, and several limes he came near

losing his lite, yet he returned in safety and furnished

a full and useful report ot his exijedition. A regiment

of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com-
mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and xVIajor Washington was
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was
then begun against the French and Indians, in which
Washington took a most important part. In the

memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad-
dock's defeat, Washington was almost the only officer

of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the

day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock
>vere disabled early in the action, and Washington
alone was left in that capacity on the field. In a letter

to his brother he says: "I had four bullets through

my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped
unhurt, though death was levelin" my companions
on every side." An Indian sharpshooter said he was
not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken
direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit

him.

After having been five years in the military service,

and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he
look advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and the

expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio,

CO resign his commission. Soon after he entered the

Legislature, where, although not a leader, he look an
active and important part. January 17, 1759, he
married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy
widow of John Parke Custis.

When the British Parliament had closed the port

•jf Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces

that "The cause of Boston is the clause of us all."

It was tlien, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con-
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila-

dclphia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties,

peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash-
ington was sent as a delegate. On May lo, 1775, the

Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of

England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con-
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the

first acts of this Congress was the election of a com-
mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and
res[x)nsible office was conferred upon Wasliington,

who was still a memberof the Congress. He accepted
it on June 19, but upon the express condition that he
receive no salary. He would keep an exact account
of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to

trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the

fortunes and liberties of the people of this country

were so long confided.. The war was conducted by
him under every possible disadvantage, and while his

forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest

nation of earth. On Dec. 23, t7S3, Washington, in

a parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his

commission as conmiander-in-chief of the army i .

to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. IL
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and rcsunieo
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all

connection with public life.

In February,
1
7 89, Washington was unanimously

elected President. In his presidential career ht was
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new
government ; trials from lack of confidence on the part

of other governments ; trials from want of harmony
between the different sections of our own country;
trials from the impoverished condition of the country,
owing to the war and want of credit; trials from the
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His
clear judg.iient could discern the golden mean; and
while perhaps this alone kept our government from
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to

attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and
very annoying.

At the expiration of his first term he was unani-
mously re-elected. At the end of this term nia-.v

were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely

refused a third nomination. On the fourth of Marc h,

1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi-

dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there
his few remaining years free from the annoyances of
public life. Later in the year, however, his reix)se

seemed likely to be interrui)ted liy war with France.
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to

take command of the armies. He chose his sub-
ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat-
ters in the field, which he superintended from his

home. In accei)tiiig the command he made the

reservation that he was not to be in the field iiniil

it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations
his life was suddenly cut off. December i 2, he took
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling

in his throat, produced inflammation, and terminated
fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh-

teenth his body was borne wi'h military honors to its

final resting place, and interred in the family vault at

Mount Vernon.

Of the character of Washington it is impossible to

speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad-
miration. The more we see of the operations of

our government, and the more deeply we feel the
difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest,

the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal-

ent and character, which have be^n able to challenge
the reverence of all parties, and princijiles, and na-
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the Hmils
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will

be as lasting as the existence of man.

The person of Washington was unusally tan, erect

and well proixirtioned. His muscular strength was
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetr\'.

He commanded respect without .nny a|.pcnrance of

haughtiness, and ever seriotis withom i^fin^r. dull.
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OHN ADAMS, the second

, I'resideiU and the first Vice-

1 'resident of the United States,

was born in Braintree ( now

Quincy),Mass., and about ten

- miles from Boston, Oct. 19,

735. His great-grandfather, Henrj'

Adams, emigrated from England

lout 1640, with a family of eight

-ms, and settled at Braintree. The
irenta of John were John and

Susannah (Boylston) ,\dams. His

father was a farmer of limited

means, to which he added the bus-

iness of shoemaldng. He gave his

eldest son, John, a classical educa-

tion at Harvard College. John

graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the

school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a

'school of affliction," from which li-i endeavored to

gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the

study of law. For this purjwse he placed himself

under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He
had thought seriously of the clerical profession

but seems to havel)een turned from this by what he

termed " the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun-

jls, of diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,''

of the operations of which he h.id been a witness in

his native town. He was well fitted for the legal

;)rofession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, l<eing

ready and fluent of s[ieech, and having quick i)ercep-

•.ive lowers. He gradually gained practice, and in

1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister,

and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his

marria.L'.e, (t7'''5), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa-

•jon turned him from law to politics. He took initial

Steps toward holdir.p atgwn meeting, and the resolu-

. .'.i.i. ii.iA .1i4.*A iA*iii.T. i

tions he offered on the subject became ver)' jopulai

throughout the Province, and were adopted word for

word by over forty different towns. He moved to Bos

ton in 1768, and became one of the most courageous

and prominent advocatesof the popular cause, and

was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg-

lislature) in 1770.

Mr. .\dams was chosen one of the first delegates

from Massachusetts to the first Continental Congrets,

which rcet in 1774. Here he distinguished hiraselt

by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad-

vocated the movement for independence against t'.i?

majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved

and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies

should assume tiie duties of self-government. He
was a prominent member of the committee of iive.

appointed June 11, to prepare a declaration of inde-

pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but

on Adams devolved the task of battling it through

Congress in a three days debate.

On the day after the Declaration of Independence

was passed, while his soul was yet warm with th?

glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wife

which, as we read it now, seems to have been dictated

by the spirit of prophecy. " Vesterd.iy," he says, "t'ae

greatest question was decided that ever was debated

in .America; and greater, perhaps, never was or wil

be decided among men. .\ resolution was passed

without one dissenting colony, ' that these United

States are. and of right ought to be, free and inde-

|>cndent states' The day is ])assed. The fourth of

July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history

of America. I am apt to believe it will lie celebrated

by succeeding generations, as the great ar.niversaryi

festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day ofi

deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to .Almighty

God, It ought to be soleronijed with jwrnp, show*



JOHN ADAMS.

games, siwrts, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations

troui one end of the coiuinent to the other, from this

lime forward for ever. Vou will think me transjorted

with enthusiasm, but I am not. I am well aware of

the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to

maintain this declaration, and supixjrt and defend

these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the

rays of light and glory, 1 can see that the end is

worth more than all the means; and that posterity

will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I

hope we shall not."

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a

delegate to France and to co-operate with Bemjamin
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in

the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money
from the French Government. This was a severe trial

to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home,
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex-

posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis-

ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17,

1779. In September of the same year he was again

cliosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi-

ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet

might be found willing to listen to such projxjsels. He
sailed for France in November, from there he went to

Holland, wliere he negotiated imix)rtant loans and
formed important commercial treaties.

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed

Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement,

toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed

threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con-

tinued fever and liecoming feeble and emaciated he

was advised to go to England to drink the waters of

B.ith. While in England, stilldroopinganddes[X)nd-

ing, he received dispatches from his own government
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to

negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through

storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,he made the trip.

February 24, 1785: Congress appointed Mr. Adams
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face

to face the King of England, who had so long re-

garded him as a traitor. As England did not

condescend to ap|)oint a minister to the United

States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom-
plishing but little, he sought permission to return to

.nis own country, where he arrived in June, 1788.

When Washington was first chosen President, John
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at

home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again

at the second election of Washington as President,

Adams was chosen Vice President. In 1796, Wash-
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was
elected Prcsident,though not without much opposition.

Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded by
-Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in ]X)litics.

JVhile Mr. Adams was Vice President the great

French Revolution shook the continent of Europe,

and it was UjKjn this [wint which he was atissujwuh
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson.

Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people

in theij struggle, for he had no confidence in their

lX)wer of self-government, and he utterly abhored the

classof atheist philosopliers who he claimed caused it.

On tlie other hand Jefferson's sympatiiies were strongly

enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or-

iginated the alienation between these distinguished

men, and two ix)werful parties were thus soon organ-

ised, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies
were with England and Jefferson led the other in

sympathy with France.

The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the

old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling

had died away, and he had begun to receive that just

apjjreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till

after death. No one could look upon his venerable

form, and think of what he had done and suffered,

and how he had given up all the prime and strength

of his life to the public good, without the deepest

emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar

good fortune to witness the complete success of the

institution which he had been so active in creating and
supixirting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled

to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest

station in the gift of the people.

The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half

century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the

signers of that immortal instrument left upon the

earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is

well known, on that day two of these finished their

earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as

to seem iniraculous. For a few days before Mr.

Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning
of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from

his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the

customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed " In-

dependence FOREVER." When the day was ushered

in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons,

he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew
what day it was? He replied, "O yes; it is the glor-

ious fourth of July—God bless it—God bless you all."

In the course of the day he said, " It is a great and
glorious day." The last words he uttered were,

"Jefferson survives." But he had, nt one o'clock, re-

signed his spiiit into the hands of his God.

The jiersonal appearance and manners of Mr.

Adams were not particularly preix)sses^inr. His face,

as his jxsrtrait manifests.was intellectual ard expres

sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and \\'\

manners were frequently abrupt and unronrteous.

He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor

the engaging elegance and gracefulness wbich warked
the manners and address of Jefferson.
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was

born April 2, 1743, at Shad-

^Nvell, Allierniarle county, Va.

His parents were Peter and
Jane ( Randolph) Jefferson,

the former a native of Wales,

and the latter born in Lon-

don. To them were born six

daughters and two sons, of

wiiom Thomas was the elder.

When 14 years of age his

father died. He received a

most liberal education, hav-

ing been kept diligently at school

from the time he was five years of

age. In 1760 he entered William

end Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat

of the Colonial Court, and it was the obodeof fashion

a.id splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17

years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine

horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he

was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irre|)roacha-

able in his morals. It is strange, however, under

such influences,that he was not ruined. In the sec-

ond year of his college course, moved by some un-

exi)lained inward impulse, he discarded his horses,

society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had

previously given much time. He often devoted fifteen

iiours a day to haid study, allowing himself for ex-

ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out

of tlie city and back again. He thus attained very

high iRtellectiial culture, alike excellence in philoso-

phy and the languages. 'I'he most difficult Latin and
Greek authors he re.id with facility. A more finished

scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and

^

there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a
more pureminded, ujjright, gentlemanly young man.

Immediately ujwn leaving college he began the

study of law. For the short time he continued in the

practice of his i)rofession he rose rapidly and distin-

guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a

lawyer. But the times called for greater action.

The policy of England had awakened the spirit of

resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged

views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led

him into active [xjlitical life. In 1769 he was chosen

a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses In

1772 he married .Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very oeauti-

fiil, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow

Uix)n Mr. Jefferson's large estate at Shadwell, thare

was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, which

commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and
beauty. This s]»t Mr. Jefferson selected for his new
home; and here he reared a m.msion of modest ye?

elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon

became the most distinguished resort in our land.

In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress,

where, though a silent member, his abilities as a

writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he

was placed u|X)n a number of im|xjrtant committees,

and was chairman of the one appointed for the draw-

ing up of a declaration of independence. This com-
mittee consisted of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, Roger .Siierman and Robert R.

Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was apixiinted

to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested

a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con-

gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July

4, 1776. What must have been the feelings of that
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man—what the emotions that swelled his breast

—

who was charged with the preparation of that Dec-
laration, which, while it made known tlie wrongs of

America, was also to publish her to the world, free,

soverign and independent. It is one of the most re-

markable papers ever written ; and did no other effort

of tlie mind of its author exist, that alone would be
sufficient to stamp his name with immortality.

Ill 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to

Patrick Henry, :.s Governor of Virginia. At one time

the British officer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to

Moniicello, to capture the Governor. Scarcely five

minutes elapsed after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef-

ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses-

sion of the British troo()s. His wife's health, never

very good, was much injured by this excitement, and
in the summer of 1782 she died.

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783.

Two ye irs later he was appointed Minister Plenipo-

tentiary to France. Returning to the United States

in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State

in Washington's cabinet. This position he resigned

Jan. r, 1794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi-

dent, and four years later was elected President over

Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In

1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity,

and George Clinton, Vice President.

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second adminstra-

tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the

tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con-

spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election

to the Vice Presidency, and led on by an unprincipled

ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a

military expedition intc the Spanish territories on our

\0uthwestern frontier, for the purpose of forming tiiere

a new republic. This has lieen generally supposed
was a mere pretext ; and although it has not been
generally known what his real plans were, there is no
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous
character.

In 1809, at the expiration of the second term for

which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined

to retire from political life. For a period of nearly

forty years, he had been continually before the pub-

lic, and all that time had been employed in offices of

the greatest trust and res[>onsiliility. Having thus de-

voted the best part of his life to the service of his

country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his

declining years retpiired, and u[X)n the organization of

the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare-

well forever to public life, and retired to Monticelio.

Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole
families came in their coaches with their horses,

—

fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and
nurses,—and remained three and even six months.

Life at Monticelio, for years, resembled that at a

fashionable watering-iilace.

The fourth of July, 1826, being the fiftieth anniver-

sary of the Declaration of American Independence,
great preparations were made in every pait of tht

Union for its celebration, as tlie nation's jubilee, and
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity
of tlie occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer.

and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara-
tion, to participate in their festivities. But an ill-

ness, whicli had been of several weeks duration, and
had been continually increasing, compelled him to

decline the invitation.

On the second of July, the disease under which
he was laboring left him, but in such a reduced
state that his medical attendants, entertained nc

hope of his recovery. From this time he \v:is perfectly

sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the nex'.

dny, which was Monday, he asked of those around
him, the day of tlie month, and on being told it was
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish tha.

he might be permitted to breathe the airof the fiftietl'

anniversary. His prayer was heard—that day, whose
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land,

burst upon his eyes, and then they were closed for-

ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble

life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation,-

-

the day which his own name and his own act had
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and
festivities of a whole naticni, who looked up to him,

as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings,

was all that was wanting to fill up the record his life.

Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin-

dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear

him company, left the scene of his earthly honors.

Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of

freedom ; hand in hand, during the dark and desper-

ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a

century they had laboicd together for tlie good of

the country; and now hand in hand they depart
In their lives they had been united in the same great

cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not

divided.

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather

above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes

were light, his hair originally red, in after life became
white and silvery; his complexion was fair, his fore-

head broad, and his whole cour*enance intelligent and
thoughtful. He possessed great fortitude of mind as

well as personal courage; and ;.:s command of tem-

per was such that his oldest and most intimate friends

never recollected to have seen him in a passion.

His manners, though dignified, were simple and un-

affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that

all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver-

sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiaslic ; and

his language was remarkably pure and correct. He
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writings is

discernable the care with which he formed his style

upon the best models of antiquity.
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; AMES MADIS<1\, "Father

,^ of tlie Constitution," and fourth

]i^' President of the United States,

i was born March i6, 1757, and

died at his home in Virginia,

June 28, 1836. The name of

' lines Madison is inseparably con-

nected with most of tiie iniiwrtant

events in that heroic period of our

country during which the founda-

tions of this great repubUc were

laid. He was the last of the founders

of the Constitution of the United

States to ))e called to his eternal

reward.

The Madison family were among

the early emigrants to the N'ew World,

landing upon the shores of the Chesa-

]>eake but 15 years after the settle-

ment of Jamestown. The father of

James Madison was an opulent

planter, residing ujxjn a very fine es-

tate called "Montpelier," Orange Co.,

Va. The mansion was situated in

(5T2 the njidst of scenery highly pictur-

i esque and romantic, on the west side

of South-west Mountain, at the foot of

Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of

Jefferson at Monticello. The closest |)ersonal and

political attachment existed between these illustrious

men, from tlicir early youth until death.

The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted

mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of

18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey.

Here he applied himself to study with the most im-

t'iil

m

prudent zeal ; allowing himself, for months, but three

hours' sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so

seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor

of constitution. He graduated in 177 i, with a feeble

body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a

mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning

which embellished and gave proficiency to his subsf

'

quent career.

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study of

law and a course of extensive and systematic reading.

This educational course, the spirit of the times in

which he lived, and the society with which he asso-

ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong

love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work ot

a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of

mind, and his frail health leading him to think that

his life was not to be long, he directed es()ecial atten-

tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mmd
singularly free from passion and i)rejudice, and with

almost unequalled ixjwers of reasoning, he weighed

all the arguments for and against revealed religion,

until his faith became so established as never to

be shaken.

In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he

was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to

frame the constitution of the State. The next year

('777)> he was a candidate for the General .\ssembly.

He refused to treat the whisky-lovir.g voters, and

consequently lost his election ; but those who had

witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the

modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf,

and he was appointed to the Executive Council.

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were

Governors of Virginia while Mr. ftladison remained

member of the Council ; and their appreciation of hia
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intellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not

a little to his subsequent eminence. In the year

1780, he was elected a member of the Continental

Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in

our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of

the most conspicuous positions among them.

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con-
gress, one of its most active and influential members.
In the year 1784, his term having expired, he was
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature.

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the

utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na-

tional government, with no {X)wer to form treaties

which would be binding, or to enforce law. There
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in

the declaration, that an efficient national government
must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison
carried a resolution through the General Assembly of

Virginia, inviting the other States to apiwint commis-
sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss

this subject. Five States only were represented. The
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up
by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their

delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft

a Constitution for the United States, to take the place

of that Confederate League. The delegates met at

the time apix)inled. Every State but Rhode Island

was represented. Ceorge Washington was chosen

president of the convention; and the present Consti-

tution of the United States was then and there formed.

There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac-

tive in framing this immortal document than the mind
and the pen of James Madison.

The Constitution, adopted by a vote 81 to 79, was
to be presented to the several States for acceptance.

But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected

we should be left but a conglomeration of independent

States, with but little [wwer at home and little lespect

abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven-

tion to draw up an address to the people of the United

States, expounding the principles of the Constitution,

and urging its adoption. There was great opposition

to it at first, but it at length triumphed over all, and
went into effect in 1789.

Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre-

sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the

avowed leader of the Rejiublican party. Wiiile in

New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a

young widow of remarkable jxjwer of fascination,

whom he married. She was in person and character

queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied

so prominent a ]X)sition in the very peculiar society

which has constituted our republican court as Mrs.

Madison.

Mr. Madison served as Secretar)'of State under

Jefferson, and at the close of his administration

was chosen President. At this time the encroach-

ments of England had brought us to the verge of war.
,

British orders in council destioyed our commerce, and
our Hag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring

in hisdisixDsition, war had no charms for him. But the

meekest spirit can be roused. It makes one's blood
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought

to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser.

A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the

crew to be paraded before him. With great nonchal-

ance he selects any number whom he m.ay please to

designate as British subjects ; orders them down the

ship's side into his boat; and places them on the gun-
deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the

battles of England. This right of search and im-

pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce

the British cabinet to relinquish.

On the 18th of June, 181 2, President Madison gave
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter

hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country

in general approved; and ISIr. Madison, on the 4th

of March, 18 '3) was re-elected by a large majority,

and entered uion his second term of office. This is

not the place to describe the various adventures of

this war on the land and on the water. Our infan'.

navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap-

pling v.'iih the most formidable power which ever

swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest

by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February,

1813, in Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the whole
coast of the United States under blockade.

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me
ditator. America accepted; England refused. A Brit-

ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa-
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens-

burg, upon Washington.

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown

into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict

at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the

metropolis. The whole population fled from the city.

The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White

House, with her carriage drawn up at the doer to

await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers

in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed,

and he could not go back without danger of l)eing

captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential

Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in

Washington were in flames.

The war closed after two years of fighting, and on
Feb. :3, 18 15, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent.

On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of

office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair

to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to liis beau-

tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re-

mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the

age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi-
son died July 12, 1849.
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AMES MONROE, the fifth

.rrcsidtntof The United States,

was born in Westmoreland Co.,

Va., April 28, 1758. His early

life was passed at the place of

; ,,, ;
nativity. Hij ancestors had for

many years resided in the prov-

1 lice in which he was born. When,

t r; years of age, in the process

. . >r completing his education at

h -i- '\ William and Mary College, the Co-

lonial Congress assembled at Phila-

deli)hia to deliberate Vi\yo\\ the un-

just and manifold oppressions of

Great Britian, declared the separa-

tion of the Colonies, and promul-

gated the Declaration of Indepen-

dence. Ilail he been lx)rn ten years before it is highly

probable that he would have been one of the signers

of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left

school and enlisted among the patriots.

H;; joined the army when everything looked hope-

less and gloomy. The number of deserters increased

from day to day. The invading armies came [xjuring

in ; and the lories not only favored the cause of the

mother country, but disheartened the new recruits,

who were sutTiciently terrified at the |)rospect of con-

i 'nding with an enemy whom they had been taught

t ) deem i;ivincible. To such brave spirits as James

Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through

iliiTiculiy and danger, the United States owe their

IKiliiical emancipation. The young cadet joined the

ranks, and es|)oused the cause of his injured country,

with a firm determination to live o. iie with her strife

for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel-

ancholy retreat from Harleam Meighls and White

Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it fled

before its foes through New Jersey. In four monthr
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots

had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of

Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg-

ing uiion the enemy he received a wound in the left

shoulder.

As a reward for liis bravery, Mr. Monroe was ])ro-

moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered

from his wound, he rejoined the army. He, however,

receded from the line of promotion, by beconiinj; an

officer in the staff of Ix)rd Sterling. During the cam-
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy

wine, Cermantown and Monmouth, he continued

aid-de-canip; but becoming desirous to regain his

position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a

regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed

owing to the exhausted condition of the State. Ujxjn

this failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at

that peiiod Governor, and pursued, with considerable

ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however

entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green b;!g;

but on the invasions of the enemy, served as a volun

teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits.

In 17S2, he was elected from King George county,

a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by tha'

body he was elevated to a seat in the Kxecutive

Council. He was thus honored with the confideiuc

of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age ; and havihi

at this early period displayed some of that ability

and aptitude for legislation, which were afterward^

employed with unremitting energy for the public good.
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of

the Congress of the United States.

Deeplyas Mr. Monroe felt the iniperfct tionsof thcold

Confederacy, he was opposed totlienew Constitution,

ihinking, with many others of '.lie Republican party,

that it gave too much power to the Central Government,
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re-

tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition

secured its adoption. In 17S9, he became a member
of the United States Senate; which office he held for

four years. Every month the line of distinction be-

tween the two great parties which divided the nation,

the Federal and the Republican, was growing more
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sep-

arated them were, that the Repulilican party was in

sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a

strict construction of the Constitution as to give the

Central Government as little power, and the State

Governments as much ix)wer, as the Constitution woidd
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England,

and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con-
stitution, which would give as much power to the

Central Government as that document could possibly

authorize.

The leading Federalists and Republicans wete

alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the

good of the nation. Two more honest men or more
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In

puilding up tliis majestic nation, which is destined

to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com-
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the

light equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de-

nounced as almost a demon.

Washington was then President. England had es-

poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi-

ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away.

Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be-

tween these contending powers. France had helped

us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms

of Europe were now combined to prevent the French

from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse

than that which we had endured. Col. Monroe, more
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at

whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in

their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous

and noble nature. He violently opposed tlie Pres-

ident's proclara-ation as ungrateful and wanting in

magnanimity.

Washington, who could appreciate such a character,

developed his calm, serene, almost divine greatness,

by appointing that ^'ery James Monroe, who was de-

nouncing the (xjlicy of the Government, as the minister

of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr.

Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention

in France with the inost enthusiastic demonstr/>-tions.

Shortly after his return to this countrv, Mr. Mon-
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the

office for three yeais. He was again sent to Prance tu

co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining

the vast territory then known as the Province of

Lotiisiana, which France had but shortly liefore ob-

tained from Spain. Tneir united efforts were suc-

cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen

millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and
district of Louisiana were added to tlie Lhiited States.

This was probably tlie largest transfer of real estate

which was ever made in all the history of tlie world.

From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob-

tain from that country some recognition of oui'

rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those

odious impressments of our seamen. but Eng-
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng-
land on the same mission, but could receive no
redress. He returned to his home and was again

chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned

to accept the position of Secretary of State unde'-

Madison. While in this office war with England was
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during

these trying times, the duties of the War Departnien

were also put upon him. He was truly the armor-

bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient

business man in his cabinet. Upon the return oi

peace he resigned the Department of War, but con-

tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex-

piration of Mr. Madison's adminstration. At the elec-

tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had
been chosen President with but little opposition, and
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years

later he was elected for a second term.

Among the important measures of his Presidency

were the cession of Florida to the United States; the

Missouri Compromise, and the " Monroe doctrine,'

This famous doctrine, since known as the " Monroe
doctrine," was enunciated by him in 1823. At tha^

time the United States had recognized the independ-

ence of the South American states, and did not wish

to have European (wwers longer attenniting to sub

due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine

is as follows: "That we should consider any ;ii tempt

on the part of European powers to extend their sys-

tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous

to our peace and safety," and "that we could not

view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing

or controlling American governments or provinces in

any other light than as a manifestation by Europeai:

powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United

States." This doctrine immediately affected the course

of foreign governments, and has become the approved

sentiment of the LTnited States.

At the end of his fecond term Mr Monroe retired

to his home in Virginia, where he lived until t830.

when he went to New York to live with his son-in-

law. In that city he died, on the 4th of July. 1831,
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the

^ixth President of the United
'Slates, was lx)rn in the rural

home of his honored fallier,

John Adams, in Quincy, Mass.,

on the I ith cf July, 1767. His

mother, a woman of exahed

worth, watched over his childhood

(luring the almost constant ab-

sence of his father. When but

eight years of age, he stood with
' his mother on an eminence, listen-

ing to the booming of the great bat-

tle on Bunkers Hill, and gazing on

\.\\ion the smoke and flames billow-

ing up from the conflagration of

Charlestown.

When but eleven years old he
took a tearful adieu of his mother,

to sail with his father for Europe,

through a fleet ot hostile British cruisers. The bright,

.iiimated l>oy sjient a year and a half in Paris, where
iiK father was associated with Franklin and Lee as

minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted

the notice of these distinguished men, and he received

from them flattering m.irks of attention.

Mr. Jolin Adams had scarcely returned to this

'on. try, in 1779, ere he was again sent abroad. Again
oI.,i Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he
ip^ilied himself with great diligence, for six months,

t(> .-.'udy; then accompained his father to Holland,

vncre he entered, first a school in .Amsterdam, then

ihe University at I.eyden. Al)out a year from tliis

'ime, in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen

yea's of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min-
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary.

In this school of incessant lalor and of enobling

fultnre he sjicnt fourteen months, and then returned

•o Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and
l?re lien. This Icng journey he took alone, in the

winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed
ais studies, under a private tutor, at Hague. Thence,

in the spring of 1782, he accompanied his father t;

Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acijuaintanct

with the most distinguished men on the Continent

examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings

and all renowned works of art. At Paris he again

became associated with the most illustrious men o(

all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest temporal

themes which can engross the human mind. Afte-

a short visit to England he returned to Paris, and
consecrated all his enerdes to study until May, 1785,

when he returned lo .Vuierica. To a brilliant young
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world,

and who was familiar with the eti<iuette of courts, a

residence with his father in London, under such cir-

cumstances, must have been extremely attractive

but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre-

ferred to return to .America to complete his education

in an .American college. He wished then to study

law, that with an honorable profession, he might be

able to obtain an independent supjKjrt.

LI))on leaving Harvard College, at theageof twentj'

he studied law for three years. In June, :794, be-

ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap)-

[Kjinted by Washington, resident minister at tht

Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reached

Ix)ndon in October, where he was immediately admit-

ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney.

assisting them in negotiating a commercial treaty with

Gieat Brilian. .After thus spending a fortnight i;

London, he proceeded to the Hague.

In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as

minister ])leiii]X)tentiary. On his way to Portugal,

uiX)n arriving in Ixjndon, he met with despatches

directing him to the court of Beiiin, but requesting

him to remain in London until he should receive his

instructions, \\hile w.-.iting he was married to ar

American lady to whom he had been previously en-

gaged,—Miss Ix)ujsa Catherine Johnson, daughte

of Mr. Joshua Johnson, American consul in I ondon
a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom-

plishment which emiiicnlly fitted her to irovc in t'u|

elevated sphere for which she was ^twined.
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He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ;

where he remained until July, 1799, when, havingful-

filled all the puriwses of his mission, he solicited his

recall.

Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to

the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then

was elected Senator of the United States for six years,

from the 4th of March, 1804. His reputation, his

ability and his experience, placed him immediately

among the most prominent and influential members
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern-
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach-

ments of England, destroying our commerce and in-

sulting our flag. There was no man in An\erica more
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon
these points, and no one more resolved to present

a firm resistance.

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres-

idential chair, and he immediately nominated John
Quincy .4dams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign-

ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked
at Boston, in August, 1809.

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu-

dent. He devoted his attention to the language and
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the

European system of weights, measures, and coins ; to

the climate and astronomical observations ; while he

kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a

more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found.

All through life the Bible constituted an importai t

jpart of his studies. It was his rule to read five

Ichapters every day.

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe took the

Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr.

Adams Secretai^ of State. Taking leave of his num-
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he

sailed in June, 1819, forthe United States. On the

i8th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his

home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon-
roe's administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary

of State.

Some time before Ihe close of Mr. Monroe's second

term of office, new candidates began to be presented

forthe Presidency. The friends of Mr. .\dams brought

forward his name. It was an exciting campaign.

Party spirit was never more bitter. Two liundred and
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re-

ceived ninety nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four;

William H. Crawford, forty-<^)ne; Henry Clay, thirty-

seven. As there was no choice by the people, the

question went to the House of Representatives. Mr.

Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and

he was elected.

The friends of all the disappointed candidates now
;ombined in a venomous and persistent assault upon

Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in

*« P-ist history of our country than the abuse which

was jwured in o.ie uninterrupted stream, upon this

high-minded, upright, patriotic man. There never was
an administration more pure in principles, more con-
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun-

try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per-

haps, was there an administration more unscrupu-
lously and outrageously assailed.

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab-

stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising

early, and taking much exercise. When at his home in

Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast,

seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said

that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his

own fire and applying himself to work in his library

often long before dawn.

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired

from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi-

dent. The slavery question now began to assume
ixjrtentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to

Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un-

abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re-

main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen

years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre-

sentative, towering above all his peers, ever :eady to

do brave battle' for freedom, and winning the title of

"the old man eloquent." Upon taking his seat in

the House, he announced that he should hold him-

self bound to no party. Probably there never was a

member more devoted to his duties. He was usually

the first in his i)lace in the morning, and (he last to

leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could

be brougiit forward and escape his scrutiny. 'I he

battle which Mr. .\dams fought, almost singly, against

the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime

in Its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in

presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he

was threatened with indictment by the grand jur)-

with expulsion from the House, with assassination

but no tlireats could intimidate him, and his final

triumph was complete.

It has been said of President Adams, that when his

body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of

fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little

child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before

he slept, the prajer which his mother taught him in

his infant years.

On the 2 1 St of February, 1848, he rose on tlie floor

of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the

speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly-

sis, and was caught in the amis of those around iiim.

For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to

tlie sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious-

ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and

said " T/iis is the endofearth ;"\\\^w after a moment's

|xause he added, " I am content" These were the

last words of the grand " Old Man Eloquent."
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SEVENTH PRESIDENT.

m

NDREW JACKSON, the

cvcnth President of the

'

'it- /#^VW^n"'"'""'^'^
States, was born in

'^"^i'JM. ^& m)^ Y U'axhaw settlement, N. C,

"^^^^rr^^-^^h March 15, 1767, a few days

after his father's death. His

parents were jxwr emigrants

from Ireland, and took up

their abode in Waxhaw set-

tlement, where they lived in

deepest jxDverty.

Andrew, or Andy, as he Was

universally called, grew up a very

rough, rude, turbulent boy. His

features were coarse, his form un-

gainly; and there was but very

little in his character, made visible, which was at-

ttaclivr.

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun-

teers of Carolina against the Hritish invasion. In

1781, he and his brother Robert were captured and
ini[)risoned for a time at Camden. A British officer

ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. " I am
a prisoner of war, not your servant," was the re|)ly of

the dauntless lK>y.

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate

Dlow at the head of the helpless young prisoner.

Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear-

ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other ujxjn the

head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert

•Arith the same demand. He also refused, and re-

ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite

disabled him, and which probably soon after caused

his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and
were finally stricken with the small-jxix. Their

mother was successful vc\ yblaining their exchanjje.

and took her sick i)oys home. After a long illn si.

Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother ^oon

left him entirely friendless.

.\ndrew sjpiwried himself in various ways,s r..;: aj

working at the saddler's trade, teaching school and
clerking in a general store, until 17 84, when he

entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however,

gave more attention to the wild amusen)ents of tht

times than to his studies. In 1788, he was ai)i)ointed

solicitor for the western district of North Carolina, of

which Tennessee was then a part. This involved

many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of

every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear,

and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmisbl

witn the Sharp Knife.

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who
s'.ipix)sed herself divorced from her former husbar>d.

Creat was the surjirise of l)oth parties, two years later,

to find that the conditionsofilic divorce had just been
definitely settled l>y tlie first husband. The marriage

ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur.,

rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr.

Jackson into disfavor.

During these years he worked hard at his profes

sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand,
one of which, when he killed Dirkenson, was espec-

ially disgraceful.

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then

containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the

people met in convention at Knowille to frame a con-

stitution. Five were sent from each of the elevn

,

counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates.'

The new State was entitled to but one member is

the Natioiial House of Representatives. Andrew J.nd;-

son was chosen that member. Mounting his horse he
rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its
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sessions;—a distance of about eight hundred miles.

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo-
cratic jjurty. Jefferson was liis idol. He admired

Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr.

Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose
second term of office was then expiring, delivered his

last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a

com[)limentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson
did not approve of the address, and was one of the

twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to

say that Cien. Washington's adminstration had been
" wise, firm and patriotic."

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States

Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home.

Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court

of his State, which position he held fjr six years.

When the war of 1812 with Creat Britian com-
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair.

Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was
an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who
would do credit to a commission if one were con-

ferred u|)on him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson

offeied his services and those of twenty-five hundred
volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops

were assembled at Nashville.

As the British were hourly expected to make an at-

tack upon New Orleans, where Gen. Wilkinson was

in command, he was ordered to descend the river

•with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The
expedition reached Natchez; and after a delay of sev-

eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything,

the men were ordered back to their homes. But the

energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire

devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him

golden opinions; and he became the most popular

man in the State. It was in this expedition that his

toughness gave him the nickname of "Old Hickory."

Soon after this, while attempting to horsewliip Col.

Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman

made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in

which a younger brother of Benton's was engaged,

he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was
lingering ujxjn a bed of suffering news came that the

Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from

Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set-

tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De-
cisive action l)ecame necessary. Gen. Jackson, with

his fractured bone just beginning to heal, Jiis arm in

a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis-

tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an

army to rendezvous at FayettesviUe, Alabama.

The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on

one of the bends of the Tallapoosa River, near the cen-

ter of Alabama, about fifty miles below Fort Sirother.

With an army of two thousand men, Gen. Jackson

traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven

days. He reached their fort, called Toho])eka or

Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March- 1814. The bend

of the river enclosed nearly one hanared acres 01

tangled forest and wild ravine. Acnjss the n;-.riow

neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast-

work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warriors,

with an ample suplyof arms were asstmbled.
The fort was stormed. The figlu was utterly des-

perate. Not an Indian would accept of i|uarter. When
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en-

deavored to spare their lives. From ten in the morn-
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was
awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the

river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as

they swam. Nearly everj'one of the nine hundred war-

rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam
the river and escaped. This ended the war. The
j»wer of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold
plunge into the wilderness, with its terriftic slaughter,

so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants
of the bands caiue to the camp, begging for peace.

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con-

centrate all our militia ujxjn the British, who were the

allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will

than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian

campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he

was appointed major-general.

Late in August, with an army of two thousand

men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to

Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensacola, landed

a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort,

and from both ship and shore commenced a furious

assault. The battle was long and doubtful. At length

one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired.

Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little

army, he moved his troops to New Orleans,

And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued,

was in reality a very arduous campaign. This Won
for Gen. Jackson an imjierishable name. Here his

troops, which numbered about four thousand men,
won a signal victory over the British army of about

nine thousand. His loss was but thiileen, while the

loss of the British was two thousand six hundred.

The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men-
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but, in 1824,

he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however,

successful in the election of 1828, and was re-elected

for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he

assumed the reins of the government, he met with

the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of

his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has

perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of

her death he never recovered.

His administration was one of the most niimorabie

in the annals of our country; app"laude/f oyone party,

condemned by the other. No man had more bitter

enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his

two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where

he died June 8, 1S45. The last years of >Ir. Jack-

son's life were that of a devoted Christian man.
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EIGHTH PRESIDENT.

ARTIN VAN BUREN, the

eighth President of the

I'nited States, was born at

Kinderhook, N. Y., Dec. 5,

1782. He died at the same

|)l.ice, July 24, 1862. His

body rests in the cemetery

at Kinderhook. Above it is

a plain granite shaft fifteen feet

high, bearing a simple inscription

al)Out hall way up on one face.

The lot is unfenced, unbordered

or unbonndcd by shrub or flower.

There '•- ..ut lUtle in the life of Martin Van Biiren

of ruman' c interest. He fought no battles, engaged

in no wild adventures. Though his life w.is stormy in

political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many

signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those

incidents which give zest to biography. His an-

cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin,

and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland

to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a fanner,

residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother,

also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel-

ligence and exemplary piety.

A'i was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un-

usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the

age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies

in his native village, and commenced the study of

;aw. As he had not a collegiate education, seven

years of study in a law-office were reipiired of him

<)efore he could be ad:iiitted to the bar. Ins|)ired with

Ji lofty ambition, and conscious of his jxiwers, he |)ur-

sued Ills studies with indefatigable industry. After

51)ending six ye.irs in an office in his native village,

he went to the city of Xew York, and prosecuted hi^

studies for the seventh year.

In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years ol

age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil-

lage. The great conflict between the Federal and

Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van
Buren was from the beginning a iwlitician. He had,

perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listening to the

many discussions which had been carried on in his

father's hotel. He was in cordial symp-ithy with

JelTerson, and earnestly and eloquently esiwused the

cause of State Rights ; though at that lime the Fed-

eral i)arty held the supremacy both in his towa
and State.

His success and increasing ruputation led him

after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, \\\<

county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years,

constantly gaining strength by contending in tlu

courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned

the bar of his State.

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mi.

Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for

beauty and accomplishments. After twelve short

years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump-

tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep ovei

her loss. For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren was

an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record

of those years is barren in items of public interest.

In 181 2, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to

the State Senate, and gave his strenuous supiwrt to

Mr. Madison's adininstration. In 1815, he was ap-
l>ointed .Xttorney-Oeneral, and the next year moved
to .Albany, the capital of the State.

While he was acknow'ledged as one of the most
piominent leaders of ths Dcuiocaric party, he had
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the moral courage to avow that true democracy did

not require th.it '' universal suffrage" which admits

the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of

governing the State. In true consistency with his

democratic principles, he contended that, while the

path leading to the privilege of voting should be open

to every man without distinction, no one should be

invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were

in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue

and some property interests in the welfare of the

State.

In 182 1 he was elected ; member of the United

States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat

m the convention to revise the constitution of his

native State. His course in this convention secured

ihe approval of men of all parties. No one could

doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the

interests of all classes in the community. In the

Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a

"onspicuous position as an active and useful legislator.

In 1837, John Quincy Adams beirg then in the

Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to

.he Senate. He had been from the beginning a de-

•ermined o|)poser of the Administration, adopting the

'State Rights" view in opposition to what was

deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams.

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governorof

the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his

"seat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United

States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q.

Adams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it

Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether

entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re-

garded throughout the United States as one of the

most skillful, sagacious and cunning of pwliticians.

!t was sup(X)sed that no one knew so well as he how
to touch the secret springs of action; how to pull all

the wires to put his machinery in motion ; and how to

organize a political army which would, secredy and

stealthily accomplish the most gigantic results. By

these lowers it is said that he outv/itted Mr. Adams,

Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which

few thought then could be accomplished.

VVhen Andrew Jackson was elected President he

apjxyinted Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This

position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately
appointed Minister to England, where he went the

same autumn. The Senate, however, wlien it met,

refused to ratify the nomination, and he returned

home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice

President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-elect on

of President Jackson ; and with smiles for all a:i,l

fiowns for none, he took his place at the head of that

Senate which hdd refused to confirm his nomji-.at:on

as ambassador.

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of

President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor-

ite; and this, probably niDre than any other cause

secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief E::ecu

tive. On the 20th of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re-

ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen.

Jackson as President of the United States He was

elected by a handsome majority, to the dehght of the

retiring President. " Leaving New York out of the

canvass," says Mr. Parton, "the election of Mr. Van
Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen.

Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred

ui.xju him the power to api>oint a successor."

His administration was filled with exciting events.

The insurrection in Canada, which threatened 10 in

volve this country in war with England, tlie agitation

of the slavery question, and finally the great commer-

cial panic which spread over the country, all were

trials to his wisdom. The financial distress «as at-

triijuted to the management of the Democratic party,

and brought the President into such disfavor that he

failed of re election.

With the exception of being nominated for the

Presidency by the "Free Soil ",Democrats, in 1848,

Mr. Van Buren lived quietly ujion his estate until

his death.

He had ever been a |>rudent man, of frugal hubits.

and living within his income, had now fortunately a

competence for his declining years. His unblemished

character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned

patriotism, ard the distinguished positions which he

had occupied in the government of our country, se-

cured to him not only the homage of his party, but

the respect ot the whole community. It was on the

4th of March, 1841, that Mr. Van Buren retired from

the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwa\d.

he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics

of the country. From this time until his death, on

the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he

resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of

culture and of wealth; enjoyir.g in a heahiiy old

age, probably far more happiness than he li.id before

experienced amid the stormy scenes of hif Htive life-
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NtNTH PRESIDEA^T. 5'

J ,-•«

ILI.IAM HENRY HARRI-
SON', the ninth President of

tlie United States, was born

at Berkeley, Va., Feb. 9, 1773.

His lather, Benjamin Harri-

son, was in comparatively op-

ulent circumstances, and was

one of the most distinguished

men of his day. He was an

intimate friend of George

Washington, w as early elected

a member of the Continental

Congress, and was conspicuous

among the patriots of Virginia in

resisting the encroachments of the

British crown. In the celebrated

Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har-

rison and John Hancock were

Ixjth candidates for the office of

speaker.

Mr Harrison was subsequently

chosen Governor of Virginia, and

was twice re-elected. His son,

i William Henry, of course enjoyed

in childhood all the advantages which wealth and

intellectual and cultivated society could give. Hav-

ing received a thorough common-school education, he

entered Hampden Sidney College, where he graduated

with honor soon r.fter the death of his father. He
then repaired to Philadelphia tostudy medicine under

the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of

Jobert Morris, l>oth of whom were, with his father,

signers of the Declaration of Indeiiendcnce.

JlK)n the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not-

withstanding the 'emonstrances of his friends, he

abandored his medical studies and entered tlie army,

slaving obtai"*"' a commission of Ensign from Presi-

dent \\'ashington. He was then but 19 years old

F"rDm that time he passed gradually upward in rank

until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose
death lie resigned his commission. He was then a|)-

ix)inted Secretary of the North-western Territory. This

Territory was then entitled to but one member in

Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to fill that

IKjsition.

In the spring of 1800 the North-western Territory

was divided by Congress into two portions. The
eastern iiortion, comprising the region now embraced

in the State of Ohio, was called '" The Territory

north-west of the Ohio." The western ])ortion, which

included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and
Wisconsin, was called the "Indiana Territory." Wil

.

liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap
pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana

Territory, and immediately after, also Governor of

Upi>cr Ixjuisiana. He was thus ruler over almost as

extensive a realm as any sovereign ujxin the globe. He
was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in-

vested with [wwers nearly dictatorial over the now
rapidly increasing white jxipulation. The ability and

fidelity with which he discharged these resjionsiLle

duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four

times apiwinted to this office—first by John .Adams,

twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi-

dent Madison.

When he began his adminstration there were but

three white setllementsin that almost boundless region,

now crowded with cities and resounding ^'itli all the

tumult of wealth and traffic. Oneof these settlements

was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Ix3uisville; one at

Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French

settlement.

The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrisou

reigned was filled with many tribes of Indians. Abon'
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers,

of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. Or.e of

these was called Tecvimseh, or " The Crouching

Panther;" the other, (JUiwacheca, or "The Prophet."

Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit-

able perseverance in any enterprise m wliich he might

engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm,

and iiad long regarded with dread and with hatred

the encroaciiment of the whites upon the hunting-

grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored

Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which
they dwelt.

But the Prophet was not merely an orator: he was,

in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested

with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a

magician. With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter

the Hermit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent

by the Great Spirit.

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate

the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe-

canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter.

October 28, 1812, his army began its inarch. When
near the Prophet's town three Indians of rank made
their appearance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a

short conference, arrangements were made fora meet-

ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace.

But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with

the Indian character to be deceived by such protes-

tations Selecting a favorable spot for his night's en-

campment, lie took every precaution against surprise

His troops were posted in a hollow square, -and slept

upon their arms.

The troops threw themselves upon the ground for

rest; but every man had his accourtrements on, his

loaded musket by his side, and his bayonet fixed. The
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in

the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa-

tion with his aids by the embers of a waning fire. It

was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain. In

the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi-

ble, and ji:st then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all

the desperation which superstition and passion most
highly inflamed could give, upon tiie left flank of the

little army. The savages had been amjily provided

with guns and ammunition by the English. Their

war-whoop'was accompained by a shower of bullets.

The camp-fires were instantly extinguished, as the

light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide-

Dus yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubtir.g a

speedy and an entire victory. But Gen. Harrison's

troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them
until day dawned : they then made a simultaneous

charge with the bayonet, and swept every thing be-

fore them, and completely routing th^ foe,

Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked

to the utmost. The British descending Ironi tlieCaa

adas, were ot themselves a very formidable force ; but

with their savage allies, rushing like wolven from llw

forest, sear.hing out every remote farm-house, burn-

ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier

was plunged into a state of consternation wliicii even
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive.

The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the

forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conflagra-

tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit.

Under these despairing circumstances. Gov. Harrison

was appointed by President Madison commander-in-
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake

Detroit, and to protect the frontiers.

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation

demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but

General Harrison was found equal to the position,

and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re-

sponsibilities.

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharinji

with them tiieir fatigue. His whole baggage, while

pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in a

valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket

lashed over his saddle Thirty-five British officers,

his prisoners of war, supjied with him after the battle.

The only fare he could give them was beef roasted

before tlie fire, without bread or salt.

In 1S16, Gen. Harrison was chosen a n.ember of

the National House of Representatives, to represent

the District of Ohio. In Congress he proved an

active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with

force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested

the attention of all the members.

In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate of

Ohio; and in 1824, as one of the presidential electors

of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The
same year he was chosen to the United States Senate.

In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him

forward as a candidate for the Presidency against

Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of

Mr. Van Buren's term, he was re-nomirated by his

party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated

by the Whigs, with John Tyler forthe Vice PresideiK y.

The contest was very animated. Gen Jackson gave

all his influence to [irevent Harrison's election ; but

his triumph was signal.

The cabinet which be formed, with Daniel Webster
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most

brilliant with which anv President had ever bet-n

surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin-

istration more flattering, or the hopes of Uie country

more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and
joyous pros])ects, Gen. Harrison was seized by a

pleurisv-fever and after a i<i\'i days of violent sic^k-

ness, died on the 4th of April
;
just one month after

his inauguration as President of the U-Mted States.
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OH\ TYLER, the tenth

-identof the United States,

was born in Charles-city

Co., Va., March 29, 1790. He
was the favored child of af-

fluence and high social po-

sition. .\X the early age of

i

twelve, John entered William

I and Mary College and grad-

uated with much honor when

1 but seventeen years old. After

graduating, he devoted him-

self with great assiduity to the

study of law, partly with his

father and pirtly with Edmund
Randolph, one of the most distin-

guished lawyers of Virginia.

At nineteen years of age, ne

commenced the practice of law.

His success was rapid and aston-

ishing. It is said that three

months had not elapsed ere there

was scarcely a case on the dock-

I et of the court in which he was

i.jt retained. When but twenty-one years of age, he

was almost unanimously ejected to a seat in the State

Legislature. He connected himself with the Demo-

cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of

JeflTerson and Madison. For five successive years he

was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the

unanimous vote or his county.

When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected

a member of Cjjngress. Here he acted earnestly and

ably wi.h the Democratic party, opposing a national

bank, intc-"--' improvements by the General <^V5m-

ment, a protective tariff, and advocatmg a strict con-

struction of the Constitution, and the most careful

vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress

were so arduous that before the close of his second

tenn he found it necessary to resign and retire to iiis

estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health. He,

however, soon after consented to take his seat in the

State Legislature, where his influence was powerful

in promoting public works of great utility. With a

reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen

by a very large majority of votes. Governor of his

native State. His administration was signally a suc-

cessful one. His popularity secured his re-election.

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed

man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the

United States. .\ portion of the Democratic party

was displeased with Mr. Randol[)h's wayward course,

and brought forward John Tyler as his opixjnent,

considering him the only man in Virginia of sufficient

popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of

Roanoke. Mr. T)ler was the victor.

In accordance with his professions, upon taking his

seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi-

tion. He opposed the tariff; he spoke against and

voted against the bank as unconstitutional ; he stren-

uously ojiposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist-

ing all projects of internal improvements by the Gen-

eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr.

Calhoun's view of nullification ; he declared that Gen.

Jackson, by his op|)Osiiion to the nullifiers, had

abandoned the piinciples of the Democratic party.

Such was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress,—a recoid

in perfect accordance with the principles which he

had always avowed.

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of

his profession, Ther? was a cplit in the Den^.0cr,iiic
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Jarty. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef-

fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli-

nients upon him. He had now attained the age of

forly-six. His career had lieen very brilliant. In con-

sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri-

vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice

of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his plan-

tation. Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg,

for the better education of his children ; and he again

look his seat in the Legislature of Virginia.

By the Southern Whigs, he was sent to the national

convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in

7839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har-
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of

tlie South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili-

ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the

convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres-

ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa-
thy with the Whig party in the Noith: but the Vice

President has but very little power in the Govern-
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre-

side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap-

pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a

Democratic Vice President were chosen.

In 1841, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi-

dent of the United States. In one short month from

that time, President Harrison died, and Mr. Tyler

thus .; and himself, to his own surprise and that of

the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential

chair. This was a new test of the stability of our

institutions, as it was the first time in the history ofour

country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler

was at home in Williamsburg when he received the

ane.\pected tidings of the death of President Harri-

son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of

L-nX ••.as inaugurated to the high and responsible

office. He was placed in a position of exceeding

delicacy and difficulty. All his long life he had been
ojiposed tc the main principles of the party which had
brought him into power. He had ever been a con-

sistent, honc:t man, with an unblemished record.

Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should

he retain them, and thus suiround himself with coun-

sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own.' or,

on the other hand, should he turn against the party

which had elected him and select a cabinet in har-

mony with himself, and which would oppose all those

views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub-

lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in-

vited the cabinet which President Haririson had
selected to retain their seats. He reccomm 'nded a

day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and

bless us.

The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the

incori)oration of a fiscal bank of the United States.

The President, after ten days' delay, returned it with

his veto. H*" «u2gested, however, that he ivould

approve of a bill drawn up ujwn such a plan as he

proposed. Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and
privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval.

It was passed without alteration, ai.d he sent it back
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture.

It is said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas-
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M.
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely

touched the pride of the President.

The opposition now ex4.iltingly received the Presi-

dent into their arms. The party which elected him
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his

cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a

meeting and issued an address to the people of the

United States, proclaiming that all political alliance

between the Whigs and President Tyler were at

an end.

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished ^\higs and
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party

men. Mr. Webster soon found it necessary to resign,

forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends, 'i'hus

the four years of Mr. Tyler's unfortunate administra-

tion passed sadly away. INo one was satisfied. The
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs
and Democrats alike assailed him. ^Iore and more,

however, he brought himself into sympathy with his

old friends, the Democrats, until at the close of his term,

he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr.
Polk, the Democratic candidate for his successor.

On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the

harassments of office, to the regret of neither party, and
probably to his own unspeakable lelief His first wife,

Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842;
and in June, r844. President Tyler was again married,

at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of

many personal and intellectual accomplishments.

The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sherwood For-

est, Charles city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in

his manners, richly furnished with information from
bonks and experience in the woild, and possessing

brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was
the scene of unusual attractions. With sufficient

means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few

friends who gathered around him, were it not for the

storms of civil war which his own principles and
policy had helped to introduce.

When the great Rebellion rose, which the State-

rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal-

houn had inaugurated, President Tyler renounced his

allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed-
erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress;
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, by
force of arms, the Government over which he had
once presided, he was taken sick and soon died.
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'
-^ AMES K. POLK, the eleventh

.^.^I'resident of the United States,

?was born in Mecklenburg Co.,

N. C, Xov. 2, 1795. His par-

£, ents were Samuel and Jane

(Knox) Polk, the former a son

I Col. Thomas Polk, who located

Mt the above place, as one of the

first [Honeers, in 1735.

In the year 1006, with his wife

and children, and soon after fol-

lowed by most of the members of

the Polk fainly, Samuel Polk emi-

grated some two or three hundred

miles farther west, to the rich valley

of the Duck River. Here in the

midst of the wilderness, in a region

which was subsequently called Mau-

ry Co., they reared their log huls,

and established their homes. In the

hard toil of a new farm in the wil-

derness, James K. Polk spent the

early years of his childhood and

youth. His father, adding the pur-

suit cf a surveyor to that of a farmer,
' gradually increased in wealth until

he became one of the leading men of the region. His

mother was a superior woman, of strong common
sense and earnest piety.

Very early in life, James develo|>ed a taste for

reading and e.\i)ressed the strongest desire to obtain

a liberal education. His mother's training had made
him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct-

uality and industrj', and had inspired him with lofty

principles of morality. His health w.ts frail ; and hrs

father, fearing that he might not he able to endure a

sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the

counter, hoping to fit him for commercial pursuits.

This was to James a bitter disap[)ointnient. Ht
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks

were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this

uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his

earnest solicitation his father removed hiai, and made

arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon

after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With

ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed

forward in his studies, and in less than two and a half,

years, in the autumn of 1S15, entered the sophomore|

class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel

Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of

scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allowing

himself to be absent from a recitation or a religious

service.

He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors, be»

ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in

mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty-

three years of age. Mr. Polk's health was at this

time much impaired by the assiduity with which he

had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of

rela.\ation he went to Nashville, and entered the

office of Feli.\ (irundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk

renewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who

resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few

miles from Nashville. They had probably been

slightly acquainted before.

Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican,

and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same politi-

cal faith. He was a ]X)pular public speaker, and was

constantly called u])on to address the meetings of his

party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that

he was [xjpularly called the NajKjleon of the stump.

He was a man of unblemished morals, genial and
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courterus in his bearing, and with that sympathetic

nature in the jo) s and griefs of others which ever gave

him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr. Polk was elected

to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his

strong influence towards the election of his friend,

Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States.

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah

Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was

altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul-

ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a

member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave

to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that

for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con-

tinuec' in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew,

only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair

of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious

member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was

always in his seat, always courteous ; and whenever

he spoke it was always to the point, and without any

ambitious rhetorical display.

During five sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was

Speaker of the House. Strong passions were roused,

and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per-

formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac-

tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was

passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of

March, 1839.

In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk, as a

candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was

elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo-

ber, 1839,100k the oath of office at Nashville. In 1841,

his term of office expired, and he was again the can-

didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated.

On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur-

ated President of the United States. The verdict of

the country in favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted

its influence upon Congress; and the last act of the

administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig-

nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the

3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to

the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas

as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister,

Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and

left the country, declaring the act of the annexation

to be an at;t hostile to Mexico.

In his first message. President Polk urged that

Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re-

ceived into the Union on the same footing with the

Other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent

with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was

sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the

western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly

two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande,

where he erected batteries which commanded the

Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on

the western banks.

The anticipated collision soon took place, and wa:

was declared against Mexico by President Polk. The

war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk's administration

\v\\\\ great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first

called one of " observation," then of " occupation,'

then of " invasion, "was sent forward to Monterey. The
feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly

and awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement

alone can reveal the misery which this war caused.

It v/as by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk's administration

that the war was brought on.

'To the victors belong the spoils." Mexico was

prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands.

We now consented to peace upon the condition that

Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas,

all of New Me.xico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal-

ifornia. This new demand embraced, exclusive of

Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This

was an extent of territor)' equal to nine States of the

size of New York. Tims slavery was securing eighteen

majestic States to be added to the Union. There were

some Americans who thought it all right: there were

others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution

of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and

more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this

money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico.

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from

office, having served one term. The next day was

Sunday. On the sth. Gen. Taylor was inaugurated

as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the

same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even-

ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to

Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age.

He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits,

and his health was good. With an ample fortune,

a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties

of tlie dearest nature, it seemed as though long years

of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the

cholera—that fearful scourge— was then sweeping up

the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted,

a»d died on the isth of June, 1849, in the fifty-fourth

year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen.
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ACHARV TAYLOR, iwclfili

I'rcbident of the United States,

, "was born on the 24th of Nov.,

\ 1784, in Orange Co., Va. His

s father, Colonel Taylor, was

a Virginian of note, and a dis-

tinguished patiiot and soldier of

the Revolution. When Zachary

was an infant, his father with his

wife and two children, emigrated

to Kentucky, where he settled in

liie pathless wilderness, a few

miles from l^ouisville. In this front-

ier home, away from civilization and

all iis refinements, yjung Zachary

could enjoy but few social and educational advan-

tages. When six years of age he attended a common

school, and was then regard>-d as a bright, active boy,

"ather remarkable for bbmlness and decision of char-

acter He was strong, feailess and self-reliant, and

•iianifested a strong desire to enter tlie army to fight

the Indians who were ravaging the frontiers. There

is little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his

childhood on his father's large but lonely plantation.

In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him

the commission of lieutenant in the United States

army ; and he joined the troops which were stationed

at New Orleans under Cien. Wilkinson. Soon after

this he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady

from one of the first families of Maryland.

Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng-

land, in 18 1 2, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been

|)romoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort

Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles above

Vincennes. Tliis fort had been built in the wilder-

ness by Gen. Harrison.on his march to Tippecanoe.

It was one of the first jx)ints of attack by the Indians,

Jed by Tecumseh. Its garrison consisted of a broken

company of infantry numbering fifty men, many of

whom were sick.

Early in the autumn of i8t2, the Indians, stealthily,

and in large numbers, moved ujxjn the fort. Their

ai)proach was first indicated by the murder of two

soldiers just outside of the stockade. Capt. Taylor

made every jxjssible preparation to meet the antici-

pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of

forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort,

waving a white flag, and informed Capt. Taylor that

in the morning their chief would coir.e to have a talk

with him. It was evident that their object was merely

to ascertain the state of things at the fort, and Capt.

Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept

them at a distance.

The sun went down; the savages disappeared, the

garrison slept u[K)n their arms. One hour before

midnight the war whooi) burst from a thousand lips

in the forest around, followed by the discharge of

musketry, and the rush of the foe. Every man, sick

and well, sprang to his ix>st. Every man knew that

defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap-

ture, death by the most agonizing and i)rolonged tor-

ture. No pen can describe, no immagination can

conceive the scenes whicli ensued. The savages suc-

ceeded in setting fire to one of the block-liouses-

Until six o'clock in the morning, this awful conflict

continued. The savages tiien, baffled at every (Mint,

and gnashing their teetli with rage, retired. Capt.

Taylor, for this gallant defence, was promoted to the

rank of major by brevet.

Until the close of the war, MajorTaylor was placed

in such situations that he saw but little more of active

service. He was sent far away into tlie depths of the

wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fox River, which

empties into Green Bay. Here there was but little

to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one

best could. There were no looks, no society, no in-
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful

years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of

colonel. In the Black Hawk war, which resulted in

the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col Taylor

took a subordinate but a brave and efticient part.

For twenty four years Col. Taylor was engaged in

.the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in

lemployments so obscure, that his name was unknown
^beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance.

In the year 1836, he was sent to Florida to com|)el

the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re-

tire beyond the Mississii)pi, as their chiefs by treaty,

iiac' promised they should do. The services rendered

[iC'-C secured for Col. Taylor the liigh appreciation of

the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated

;c he rank of brigadier-general by brevet ; and soon

•ifter, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief coni-

nand of the United States troops in Florida.

After two years of such wearisome employment
xmidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor

obtained, at his own request, a change of command,
ind was stationed over the Department of the South-

'Acst. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi,

Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters

Ml Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family

ta a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue.
FL';re he remained for five years, buried, as it were,"

fit.m the world, but faithfully discharging every duty

vin\posed upon him.

In 1846, (ien. Taylor was sent to guard the land

bc'.ween the Nueces and Rio (irande, the latter river

tbting tlie boundary of Texas, which was then claimed

by the United States. Soon the war with Mexico
wr. 5 brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la

Pa!ma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the

^[l^\icans. The rank of major-general by brevet

was then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name
Was received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in

the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and
E uena Vista in which he won signal victories over

fcjrces much larger than he commanded.

His careless habits of -dress and his unaffected

si/nplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops,

\\s. sobriquet of "Old Rough and Ready.'

The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista

rj'read the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The
n.ime of Gen. Taylor was on every one's lii>s. The
n hig party decided to take advantage of this wonder-
fu/ popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un-

• "'ed, honest soldier as their candidate for tiie

i^icsidency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an-

ncuncement, and for a time would not listen to it; de-

cbiring that he was not at all (lualified for such an
office. So little interest had he taken in jwlitics that,

foi forty years, he had not cast a vote. It was not

wiihout chagrin that several distinguished statesmen

wlio had been long years in the public service found
fil.:;ir claims set aside in behalf of one whose name

had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Buena
Vista. It is said that Daniel VV'ebster, in his haste re-

marked, " It is a nomination not fit to be made."
Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent spe.iker nor a fine

writer His friends took posse-ision of him, and pre-

pared such few communications as it was needful

should be presented to the public. The jwpularity of

the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri-

um]jhantly elected over two opposing candidates,

—

Gen. Cass and Ex-President Martin Van Buren.

Though he selected an excellent cabinet, the good
old man found himself in a very uncongenial {X)sition,

and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed.

His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably

tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party

was pushing its claims with tireless energy , expedi-

tions were fitting out to capture Cuba ; California was
pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery

stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found
the political conflicts in Washington to be far more
trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or

Indians

In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor,

after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little

over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of

but little over five days, died on the gih of July, 1850.

His last woids were, " I am not afraid to die. I am
ready. I have endeavored to do my duty." He died

universally respected and beloved. An honest, un-

pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the

affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la-

mented his death.

Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with

Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful

description of his character:
—"With a good store of

common sense, Gen. Taylor's mind had not been en-

larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse

with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse-

quence. The frontiers and small military posts had
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his

rank, and quite l)igoted in his ignorance. His sim-

])licity was child-like, and with innumerable preju-

dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the

tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable,

chanced to wear a coat of an uni;sual color, or his hat

a little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave

a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out-

side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the

ofT.-nder to be a coxcomb (]ierhaps something worse),

whom he would not, to use his oft rei)eated jihrase,

' touch with a pair of tongs.'

"Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil-

worth's spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a

sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter

unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. Inshore

few men have ever had a more comfortab^.c, ^'>vit.

saving contempt for learning of every kind."
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THIRTEENTH PRESIDENT.

I ^MILLftHn FILLMHRE. ^^ i^^
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ILLARD FILLMORE, thir-

• eiUli President of the United

^t.ites, was born at Summer
Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y ., on

the 7th of January, 1800. His

father was a farmer, and ow-

ing to misfortune, in humble cir-

rumstances. Of his mother, the

^
daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard,

of Pittsfield, Mass., it has been

said that she [XJssessed an intellect

of very high order, united with much
personal loveliness, sweetness of dis-

jwsition, graceful manners and ex-

quisite sensibilities. She died in

1831 ; having lived to see her son a

young man of distinguished [irom-

ij-e, though she was not permitted to witness the high

dignity which he finally attained.

In consetiuence of the secluded home and limited

means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad-

vantages for education in his early years. The com-

mon schools, which he occasionally attended were

very imperfect institutions; and Ixxjks were scarce

..nd ex|iensive. There was nothing then in his char-

.leter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he

was alout to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy

;

intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted. The sacred

influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible,

and had laid the foundations of an upright character.

When fourteen years of age, his father sent him

some hundred miles from home, to tlie then wilds of

Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier.

Neai the mill there was a small villiage, where some

enterprising man had commenced the collection of a

village library. This proved an inestimable blessing

to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read-

ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied with

books. His thirst for knowledge became insatiate

and the selections which he made were continually

more elevating and instructive. He read history,

biography, oratorj-, and tiius gradually there was en-

kindled in his heart a desire to be something more

than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be-

coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed,

educated man.

The young clothier had now attained the age o(

nineteen years, and was of fine i>ersonal appearance

and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so hapiiened thaf

there was a gentleman m the neighborhood of ample

pecuniary means and of benevolence,—Judge Walter

Wood,—who was struck with the i)rei)ossessing a!>

pearance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint-

ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and

attainments that he advised him to abandon his

trade and devote himself to the study of the law. The

young man replied, that he h.id no means of his own,

no friends to help him and that his previous educa-

tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had

so much confidence in him that he kindly offered to

take him into his own office, and to loan him such

money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous

offer was accepted.

There is in many minds a strange delusion al)Outf

a collegiate education. A young man is sup;x)sed to

be liberally educated if he ha.s graduated at some col-

lege. But many a l)oy loiters through university lial'

4nd then enters a law office, who is by no meang as
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was

Millard Fillniore when he graduated at the clothing-

mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during

which every leisure moment had been devoted to in-

tense mental culture.

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he v/as

admitted to the Court of Common Pleas. He then

went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the

practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region,

his practice of course was limited, and there was no

opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame.

Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great

moral worth, and one capable of adorning any station

she might be called to fill,—Miss Abigail Powers.

His elevation of character, his untiring industrj',

his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate,

gradually attracted attention ; and he was invited to

enter into partnership under highly advantageous

circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in

Buffiilo. Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829,

he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the

State of New York, as a representative from Erie

County. Though he had never taken a very active

part in ix)litics, his vote and his sympathies were with

the Whig party. The State was then Democratic,

and lie found himself in a helpless minority in the

Legislature , still the testimony comes from all parlies,

that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very

unusual degrt e the respect of his associates.

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in

the United States Congress. He entered that troubled

arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our

national history. The great conflict respecting the

national bank and the removal of the deposits, was

then raging.

His term of two years closed ; and he returned to

his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep-

utation and success. After a lapse of two years

he again became a candidate for Congress ; was re-

elected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe-

rience as a representative gave him stiength and

confidence. The first term of service in Congress to

any man can be but little more than an introduction.

He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener-

gies were brought to bear uixsn the public good. Every

measure received his impress.

Mr. Fillmore was now a man of wide repute, and

his ixjpularity filled the State, and in the year 1847,

he was elected Comptroller of the State.

Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven

years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in

Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con-

siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to

find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi-

dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the

waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old

soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles

with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be

proclaimed in trumpet-tones all over the land. But

it was necessary to associate with him on the same

ticket some man of reputation as a statesman.

Under the influence of these considerations, the

namesofZachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became

the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for

President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket was

signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1849,

Gen. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard

Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States.

On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor, but

about one year and four months after his inaugura

tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con-

stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi-

dent. He appointed a verj^ able cabinet, of which

the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State.

Mr. Filhiiore had very serious difficulties to contend

with, since the opposition had a majority in both

Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate

the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt

theinadequacyof all measuresof transient conciliation.

The population of the free States was so rapidly in-

creasing over that of the slave States that it was in-

evitable that the power of the Government should

soon pass into the hands of the free States. The
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr.

Fillmcre's adminstration, and the Japan Expedition

was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr Fill-

more, having served one term, retired.

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for tiie Pres-

idency by the " Know Nothing " party, hut was lieaten

by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr. F"illmore lived in

retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war,

he was mostly silent. It was generally supixised iha>

his sympathies were rather with those who were en-

deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President

Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any

cordial words of cheer to the one [)arty or the other.

He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a rijjc

old age, and died in Buffalo. N. Y., March 8, 1874-
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KAXKLIN PIERCE, the

loiirteenih President of tlie

United States, was bom in

Hillsborough, N. H., Nov.

^, ,. .- 23, 1804. His father was a

ilS^^255^ Revolutionary soldier, who,

with his own strong arm,

hewed out a home in the

wilderness. He was a man
of inflexible integrity; of

strong, though uncultivated

mind, and an uncompromis-

ing Democrat. The mother of

Franklin Pierce was all that a son

could desire,—an intelligent, pru-

dent, affectionate. Christian wom-

an. Franklin was the sixth of eight children.

Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen-

erous, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the

love of old and young. The Ixjys on the play ground

loved him. His teachers loved liini. The neighlxjrs

looked u(X)n him with pride and affection. He was

by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words,

doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact

which taught him what was agreeable. Witliout de-

veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural

devotion to books, he was a good scholar; in body,

in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy.

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he

entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was

one of the most jxipular young men in the college.

The purity of his moral character, the unvarying

courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and

genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite.

There was something ver)' peculiarly winning in his

address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de-

gree studied : it was the simple outgushing of his

own magnanimous and loving nature.

U|X)n graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce

commenced tlie study of law in the office of Judge

Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of

the State, and a man of great private worth. The
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his

father's prominence as a public man, and the brilliant

|X)litical career into which Judge Woodbury was en-

tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci-

nating yet perilous path of [xjlitical life. With all

the ardor of his nature he esixjused the cause of Gen.

Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the

practice of law in Hillslxjrough, and was soon elected

to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here

he served for four yeais. The last two years he was

chosen sjieaker of the house by a very large vote.

In 18.33, •'** *''"^ 3gs of twenty-nine, he was elected

a member of Congress. Without taking an active

part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty

and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom
he was associatad.

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age,

he was elected to the Senate of the United Stales;

taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced
his administration. He was the youngest member in

the Senate. In the year 1834, he married Miss Jane

Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom-

|)lishnients, and one admirably fitted to adorn ever)'

station with wiiich her husband was honoied. Of the
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three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with

their parents in the grave.

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame

and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his

residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire.

President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed

Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States; but

the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous

professional engagements at home, and the precariuos

state of Mrs. Pierce's health. He also, about the

same time declined the nomination for governor by the

Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr.

Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of

brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his

troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847.

He took an important part in this war, proving him-

self a brave and true soldier.

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native

State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo-

cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo-

nents. He resumed the practice of his profession,

very frequently taking an active part in political ques-

tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery

wing of the Democratic party. The compromise

measures met cordially with his approval; and he

strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa-

mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious

sensibilities of the North. He thus became distin-

guished as a " Northern man with Southern principles.''

The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse-

quently regarded him as a man whom they could

safely trust in office to carry out their plans.

On the 1 2th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven-

tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the

Presidency. For four days they continued in session,

and in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a

two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown

for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation

brought forward his name. There were fourteen

more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly

gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he

received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all

other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was

the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen witii

great unanimity. Only four States—Vermont, Mas-
sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee— cast their

electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce

was therefore inaugurated President of the United
States en the 4th of March, 1853.

His administration proved one of the most stormy our

country had ever experienced. The controversy be

tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its

culminating point. It became evident that there was

an " irrepressible conflict " between them, and that

this Nation could not long exist " half slave and half

free." President Pierce, during the whole of his ad-

ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate

the South ; but it was all in vain. The conflict every

year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution

of the Union were borne to the North on every South-

ern breeze.

Such was the condition of affairs when President

Pierce approached the close of his four-years' term

of office. The North had become thoroughly :dien-

ated from him. The anti-slavery sentin.er.t, goaded

by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all

the intellectual ability and social worth of President

Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad-

ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also,

unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo-

cated those measures of Government which they ap-

proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had

rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be

able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped

him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him.

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re-

tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two

had died, and his only surviving child had liLen

killed before his eyes by a. railroad accident , and liis

wife, one of the most estimable and accom[)lished of

ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left

alone in the world, without wife or child.

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di-

vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr.

Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he

had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to

that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been

allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice

or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov-

ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until

the time of his death, which occurred in October,

1869. He was one of the most genial and social of

men, an honored communicant of the Episcopal

Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen •

erous to a fault, he contiibuted libetally for the al-

leviation of suffering and want, and manyof his towns-

people were often gladened by his material bounty.
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AMES BUCHANAN, the fif-

teenth President of the United

.States, was born in a small

frontier town, at the foot of the

eastern ridge of the Allegha-

nies, in Franklin Co., Penn., on

yip the 23d of April, 1791. The ;.<lace

'ere the humble cabin of his

ler stiod was called Stony

> i>. liter. It was a wild and ro-

mantic six)t in a gor^eof the moun-

tains, with towering summits rising

grandly all around. His father

was a r.ative of the north of Ireland

;

a poor man, who had emigrated in

1783, with little property save his

own strong arms. Five years afterwards he married

Elizabeth Spear, the daughter of a respeclalile farmer,

and, with his young bride, plunffed into the wilder-

ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, opened a

clearing with his axe, and settled down there to per-

form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se-

cluded home, where James was born, he remained

for eight years, enjoying but few social or intellectual

advantagrs. Wlien James was eight years of age, his

father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where

his son was placed at school, and commenced a

course of study in English, Latin and Greek. His

l)rogress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he

entered Dickmson College, at Carlisle. Here he de-

veloped remarkable taient, and took his stand among

the first scholars in the institution. His application

to study was intense, and yet his native powers en-

abled him to master the most abstnise subjects wi'
'

facility.

In the year 1S09, he graduated with the highest

honors of his clas:.. He was then eighteen years o(

age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of

athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with

an e.xuberant flow of animal spirits. He immediately

commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster,

and was admitted to the bar in 1812, when he was

but twenty-one years '.>f age. Very rapidly |-,e rose

in his piofession, and at once took undisputed stand

with the ablest lawjers of the State. When but

twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc-

cessfully defended before the State Senate 01 e of the

judges of the State, who was tried ujxjn articles 01

impeachment. At the age of thirty it was generally

admitted that he stood at the liead of the bar; and

there was no lawyer in the State who had a more lu-

crative practice.

In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as »

candidate for Congress. He was elected, and foi

ten years he remained a member of the Lower House

During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally

tried some imixjrlant case. In 1831, he retired

altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac-

quired an amjile fortune.

Gen. Jackson, u[xjn his elevation to the Presidency,

appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. The

duties of his mission he performed with ability, which

gave satisfaction to all parties. Upon his return, itt

1833, he was elected to a seat in the United States

Senate. He there met, as his associates, VVel.sier,

Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He advocated tl'.e meas-

ures proposed by President Jackson, of m iUng repn-
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sals against France, to enforce the payment of our
claims against that country ; and defended the course
of the President in his unprecedented and wholesale
removal from office of those who were not the sup-
porters of his administration. Ui)on this ([uestion he
was brought into direct collision witli Henry Clay.

He also, witii voice and vote, advocated expunging
from tlie journal of the Senate the vote of censure
against (.\t\\. Jackson for removing the deiiosits.

Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the

District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the

circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United
States mails.

As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he advo-
cated that they should be respectfully received; and
that tiie reply should be returned, that Congress had
no power to legislate upon the subject. " Congress,"
said he, "might as well undertake to interfere with
slavery under a foreign government as in any of the

States where it now exists."

Upon Mr. Folk's accession to the Presidency, Mr.
Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such,
took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of
the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing

the Nueces by the American troops into the disputed
territory was not wrong, but for the Mexicans to cross

the Rio (Irande into that territory was a declaration
of war. No candid man can read with pleasure the
account of the course our Government pursued in that

movement

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind
to bear agdinst the Wilmot Proviso. He gave his

cordial approval to the compromise measures of 1S50,
which included the fugitive-slave law. Mr. Pierce,

upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr.
Buchanan with the mission to England.

In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven-
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. The
political conflict was one of the most severe in which
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of

slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re-

striction and final abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre-
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re-

ceived 1 14 electoral votes. Mr. Buchanan received

174, and was elected. The [wpular vote stood

1,340,618, for Fremont, r, 224,750 for Buchanan. On
March 4th, 1857. Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated.

Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only four

vears were wanting to fill up his threescore years and
ten. His own friends, those with wliom he had been
allied in political i)rinci[)les and action for years, were
stjiiking the destruction of tlie Government, that they
might rear upon the ruins of our free institutions a
nation whose corner-stone should be lumian slavery.

In this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be-

wildered He could not, with his long-avowed prin-

cii)les, consistently oppose the State-rights party in

their assumptions. As President of the United States,

bound by his oath faitlifully to administer the laws,

lie cuuld not, without [lerjury of the grossest kind,

unite with those endeavoring to overthrciw the repub-
lic. He therefore did nothing.

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administration

noniinaied Abraham Lmcobi as their standard bearer
in the next Presidential canvass. The |)ro-slavery

party declared, that if he were elected, and the con-
trol of the Government were thus taken from their

hands, they would secede from the Union, taking
with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at

Washington, and the lion's share of the territory of
the United States.

Mr. Buchanan's sympathy with the pro-slavery

party was such, that he had been willing to offer them
far more than they had ventured to claim. All the

South had professed to ask of the North was nork-

intervention upon the subject of slavery. Mr. Bu-
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co-

operation of the Government to defend and extend
the institution.

As the storm increased in violence, the slaveholders
claiming the right to secede, and Mr. Buchanan avow-
ing that Congress had no power to prevent it, one of

the most pitiable exhibitions of governmental im-
becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. He
declared that Congress had no power to enforce its

laws in any State which h;id witlidrawn, or which
was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with

his hand upon his sword hilt, he exclaimed. " The
Union must and shall be preserved!"

South Carolina seceded in December, i860; nearly

three months before the inauguration of President

Lincoln. Mr. Bachanan looked on in listless despair.

The rebel flag was raised in Charleston: Fort Sumpter
was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals

were seized ; our depots of military stoies were plun-

dered ; and our custom-houses and post-offices were
ap[)ropriated by the rebels.

The energy of the rebels, and the imbecility of our
Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide away,
and close the administration, so terrible in its weak-
ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver-

ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the

scepter.

The administration of President Buchanan was
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex-

perienced. His best friends cannot recall it with
|)leasure. And still more de|ilorable it is for his fame,
that in that dreadfid conflict whit h rolled its billows

of flame and blood over our whole land, no word came
from his lips to indicate his wish that our country's

banner should triumph over the fing of the rebellion

He died at his Wheailand retreat, J.ine i, i868.
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BRAHAM LINCOLN, the

sixtoeiiih Prt'sideiu of the

>Uiiiied States, was liorn in

Harilin Co., Ky., Feb. 12,

1S09. About the year 17 So, a

man by the name of Abraham
Lincobi left Virginia with his

f.unily and moved into the then

wildsof Kentiit'ky. Only two years

.liter this emigration, still a young
' man, while working one day in a

lield, was stealthily appro-ched by
an Indian and shot dead. His widow
Ai-i left in extreme jwverty with five

le children, three Iwys and two

^i\i. Thomas, the youngest of the

boys, was four years of age at his

father's death. This Thomas was
the father of .\braham Lincoln, the

President of the United States

whose name must henceforth fc-ever be enrolled

with the niDSi prominent in the annals of our world.

Of course no record has been kept of the life

of one SO lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among
the poorest of the (XKir. His home was a wretched

liig-cabin; his food the coarsest and the meanest.

Kducation he had none; he could never either read

or write. As soon as he was able to do anytliing for

himself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his

starving nrother, antl (lUsh out into the world, a friend-

.ess, wandering boy, seeking work. He nired him-

self out, and thus s|>ent the whole of his youth as a

7iborer in the fields of others.

When twenty-eight years of age he bnili a log-

labin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the

daughter of another family of ])oor Kentucky emi-

grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their

second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of

this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a noble

woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created to adorn

a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel.

"AH 'hat I am, or hope 10 be," exclaims the grate-

ful son " I owe to my angel-mother.

When he was eight years of age, his father sold his

cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana Whei-
two years later his mother died.

Abraham soon became the sctibe of the uneducated
conimunit) around him. He could notdiave had a

better school than this to teach him to i)ut thoughts
into words. He also became an eager reader. The
books he could obtain were few ; but these he ead
and re-read until they were almost committe ^ tc

memory.

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly fanvily

was the usual lot of humanity. Thi're were joys and
griefs, weddings and funerals. Abraham's sisti <

Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mat
tied when a child of but fourteen years of age, and
soon died. 'I'he family was gradually scattered. Mr
Thomas Lincoln sold out his sipiatter's claim in 1830
and emigrated to Macon Co., 111.

Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years of age.

With vigorous hands he aided his father in rearing

another log-cabin. .Abraham worked diligently at this

until he saw the family comfortably settled, and theii

small lot of enclosed prairie pl.inted with corn, when
he announced to his father his intention to leave

home, and to go out into the world and seek his lor-

tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how l)ril-

liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value of

education and was intensely earnest to improve his

mind to the utmost of his ix)wer He saw the ruin

which ardent spirits were causing, and I e< ante

strictly temperate; refusing to allow a drop of intoxi-

cating lii]uor to pass his lips. And he had read in

God's word, " Thou shalt r.ol take the name of thf.

Lord thy Ood in •'.i..;"and a profane expression ht

was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. Hii
morals were pure, and he was uncontaminaled by a

single vice.

Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired lal)ore\

among the farmers. Then he went to Springfield

where he was employed in l-.uilding a large flat-boat

In this he took a herd of swine, floated them dow\
the Sangamon to the Illinois, and thence by the Mis
sissippi to New Orleans. Whali.-ver Abraham Lir-

coin undertook, he performed so faithfully as to giv»

great satisfaction to his employers. In this adven
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tare liis employers were so well pleased, that upon

his return tiiey placed a store and mill under his care.

In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he

enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23

years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but

was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew
Jackson the appointmentof I'ostmaster of New Salem,

His only post-office was his hat. All tiie letters he

received he carried there ready to deliver to those

he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon

made this his business. In 1834 he again became a

candidate for the Legislature, and was elected. Mr.

Stuart, of Springfield, advised hiui to study law. He
walked from New Salem to Springfield, borrowed of

Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and

began his legal studies. When the Legislature as-

sembled \\6 trudged on foot with his pack on his back

one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In

1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it

was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839 he re-

moved to Springfield and began the practice of law.

His success with the jury was so great tliat he was

soon engaged in almost every noted case in the circuit.

In 1S54 the great discussion began between Mr.

Lincoln and Mr. Douglas, on the slavery question.

In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois,

in 1856, he took an active part, and at once became
one of tlie leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln's

speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con-

test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most

notable part of his history. The issue was on the

slavery question, and he took the broad ground of

.he Declaration of Independence, that all men are

created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con-

test, but won a far higher prize.

The great Republican Convention met at Chicago

on the i6th of June, i860. The delegates and
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty-

five thousand. An immense building called "The
Wigwam," was reared to accommodate the Conven-

tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes

were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame

as a statesman had long filled the land, was tiie most

prominent. It was generally supposed he would be

the nominee. Abraham Lincoln, however, received

the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then

dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the

bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him:

andaslittledid he dream that he was to render services

to his country, which would fi.x upon him the eyes of

the whole civilized world, and wliich would give him

a place in tlie affections of his countrymen, second

cnly, if second, to that of Washington.

.Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received r8o

electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore,

constitutionally elected President of the United States.

The tirade of abuse that was poured ujwn this good

and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was
greater than u[)on any other man ever elected to this

high position. In February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln started

for Washington, stopping in all the large cities ori his

way making speeches. 'I'he whole journey was frought

with much danger. Many of the Southern States had
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination

were afterwards brought to light. .\ gang in Balti-

more had arranged, \x\)on his arrival to" get up a row,"

and in the confusion to make sure of his deatli with

revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled

the plot. A secret and special train was provided to

take him from HarrisL'urg, through Baltimore, at an

unexpected hour of the night. The train started at

half-past ten ; and to prevent any possible communi-
cation on the part ot the Secessionists with their Con-
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train haa
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln

reached Washinglon in safety and was inaugurated,

although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people.

In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave
to Mr Seward the Department of State, and to other

prominent opponents before the convention he gave
important iX)sitions.

During no other administration ha\e the duties

devolving upon the President been so manifold, and
the responsibilities so great, as those which fell to

the lot of President Lincoln. Knowing this, and
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in

his own strength to cope with, the difficulties, he

learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in

determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his

trials, bo'h personal and national. Contrary to his

own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the

most courageous of men. He went directly into the

rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving,

with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he

had left Springfield, in iS6[, however, plans had been
made for his assassination, and he at last fell a victim

to one of them. \\)n\ 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant,

was urgently invited to attend Fords' Theater. It

was announced that they would Le present. (ien.

Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoln, feel-

ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that

it would be a disappointment if he should fail them,

very reluctantly consented to go. While listening to

the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth

entered the box where the President and family were

seated, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the

next morning at seven o'clock.

Never before, in the history of the world was a nation

plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler.

Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless

anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was
in tears. His was a life which will fitly become a

model. His name as the savior of his country will

live with that of Washington's, its father; hisc^'intry-

mer. being unable to decide whii U >s tl'e createc
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SEVEXTEENTIl PRESIDE.\ T.

3 i\M DT^:n? w >iX^iai^:s;om

NDREW JOHNSON, seven-

teenth President of the United

Slates. The early life of

Andrew Johnson contains but

the record of ixjverty, destitu-

tion and friendlessness. He
was l)orn December 29, 1808,

in Raleigh, N. C. His parents,

belonging to the class of the

" poor whites " of the South, "ere

in such circumstances, that they

cou'd not c^nfrr ..•er. trie slight-

est advantages of education uiwn

their child. When Andrew was five

years of age, his father accidentally

lost iiis life while herorically endeavoring to save a

friend from drowning, ''nill ter» yearj of age, .Andrew

was a ragged boy a'Dour the streets, supjwrted by the

lalx)r of his mother, who obtained her living with

her own haiids.

He then, having never attended a school one day,

and being unable either to read or write, was ap-

prenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman

was in the habit of going to the tailor's shop occasion-

ally, and reading to the boys at work there. He often

read from the speechesof distinguished British states-

men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more

than ordinary native ability, became much interested

in these speeches ; his ambition was roused, and he

was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read-

He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and

with the assistance of some of his fellow-woikmen,

icarned his letters. He then called upon the gentle-

man to borrow the book of si)eeches. The owner,

pleased with his zeal, not only gave him the bcioic

but assisted him in learning to combine the letters

into words. Under such difficulties he pressed oi.

ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hours

at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest

and recreatio.' to devote such time as he could to

reading.

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located a*

Greenville, where he married a young lady who pv/s

sessed some education. Under her instructions \\f-

learned to write and cipher. He became prominent

in the village debating society, and a favorite with

the students of Greenville College. In 1828, he or-

ganized a working man's party, which elected him

alderman, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which

position he held three years.

He now began to take a lively interest in political

affairs; identifying himself with the working-classes,

to which he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a

member of the House of Representatives of Tennes-

see. He was then just twenty-seven years of age.

He became a very active member of the legislature

gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in

1840 "stumi^ed the State," advocating Martin ^"an

Buren's claims to the Presidency, in opposition to thosv

of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much

readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased

his reputation.

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he

was elected a member of Congress, and by successive

elections, held that imjxjrtant jxjst for ten years. In

1853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and

was re-elected in 1855. In all these resjionsible jxjsi

tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abi.
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ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work-

ing classes. In 1S57, Mr. Johnson was elected

United States Senator.

Years before, in 1S45, he had warmly advocated

the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his

reason, that he thought this annexation would prob-

iibly prove " to be the gateway out of which the sable

sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom,

and become merged in a population congenial to

themselves." In 1850, he also supiwrted the com-

promise measures, the two essential features of which

were, that the white people of the Territories should

be permitted to decide for themselves whether they

would enslave the colored people or not, and that

the *'ree States of the North should return to the

South persons who attempted to escape from slavery.

Mr. Johnson was neverashamedof his lowly origin:

on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that

he owed his distinction to his own exertions. "Sir,"

said he on the floor of the Senate, " I do not forget

that I am a mechanic ; neither do I forget that Adam
was a tailor and sewed fig-leaves, and that our Sav-

ior was the son of a carpenter."

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of 1800, ne

^tvas the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the

presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of the South-

ern Democracy became apparent, he took a decided

stand in favor of the Union, and held that " slavery

must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever

cost." He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly

imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of

Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the

Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap-

pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he

established the most stringent military rule. His

numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In

1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United

States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15,

1865, became President. In a speech two days later

he said, " The American people must be taught, if

they do not already feel, that treason is a crime and

must be cunished ; that the Government will not

always beat with its enemies; that it is strong not

only to protect, but to punish. * * The people

must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of

crimes, and will surely be punished." Yet his whole

administration, the history of which is so well known,

was in utter iDi;onsistency with, and the most violent

op])osition to, the principles laid down in that speech.

In his loose fxilicy of reconstruction and general

amnesty, he was opixjsed by Congress; and he char-

acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and lawlessly

defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In

the beginning of 1 868, on account of "high crimes

and misdemeanors," the principal of which was the

removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten-

ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre-

ferred against him, and the trial began March 23.

It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three

months. A test article of the impeachment was at

length submitted to the court for its action. It was

certain that as the court voted upon that article so

would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices jjronounced

the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces-

sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac-

quitted, notwithstanding the great majority against

him. The change of one vote from the not guilty

side would have sustained the impeachment.

The President, for the remainder of his term, was

but little regarded. He continued, though impotent'.-',

his conflict with Congress. His own party did not

think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi-

dency. The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar-

alleled since the days of Washington, around the name
of Gen. Grant. Andrew Johnson was forgotten.

The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the

President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was

there presented to a man a better opportunity to im-

mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a

nation. He failed utterly. He retired to his home
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in

politics until 1875. On Jan. 26, after an exciting

struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten-

nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con-

gress, and took his seat in that body, at the special

session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of

March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President

made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter

Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was

apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach-

ing the residence of his child the following day, was

stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious.

He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at

2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun-

eral was attended at Geenville, on the 3d of August,

with every demonstration of respect.
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LYSSES S. GRANT, the

eighteenth President of the

^Tnited States, was born on

the 29th of April, 1822, of

Christian parents, in a humble
' home, at Point Pleasant, on the

banks of the Ohio. Shortly after

his father moved to George-

town, Brown Co., O. In this re-

mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses

received a common-school edu-

cation. At the age of seven-

teen, in the year 1839, he entered

the Military Academy at West

Point. Here he was regarded as a

solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of

sturdy, honest character. He took resi)ectable rank

as a scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the

middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in-

fantry to one of the distant military jwsts in the Mis-

souri Territory. Two years he j)ast in these dreary

solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating

Indians.

The war with Mexico came. Lieut. Grant was

sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first

battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here

for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at

Resaca de la Palma, his second battle. At the battle

of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that

.ie |)erformed a signal service of daring and skillful

horsemanship. His brigade had exhausted its am-
munition. A messenger must be sent for more, along

a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. Lieut.

Grant, adopting an exi>edient learned of the Indians,

grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one

side of the aninvl, ran the gauntlet in entire safety.

From Monter^ he was sent, with the fourth infantry,

to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In

preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he

was apixjinted quartermaster of his regiment. At the

battle of Molino del Rcy, he was promoted to a

first lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha-

pultei>ec.

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re-

turned with his regiment to New York, and was again

sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The
discovery of gold in California causing an immense

tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt.

Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in

Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im-

migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capf.

Grant resigned his commission and returned to the

States; and having married, entered ujwn the cultiva-

tion of a small farm near St. I^uis, Mo. He had but

little skill as a farmer. Finding his toil not re-

munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into

the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga-

lena, 111. This was in the year i860. As the tidings

of the rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears

of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,

—

"Uncle Sam has educated me for the army: though

I have served him through one war, I do not fe<e(that

I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready to discharge

my obligations. I shall therefore buckle on my tword

and see Uncle Sam through this war too."

He went into the streets, raised a company of vol-

unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield,

the capital of the Stale, where their services were

offered to Gov. Yates. The Governor, impressed by

the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt.

Grant, gave him a desk in his office, to assist in the

volunteer organization that was lieing formed in the

State in behalf of the Government. On the ic''^ of
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)une, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as

Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol-

unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who

had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such

that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier-

General and was placed in command at Cairo. The

rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth

of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap-

peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The

rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and

stripes were unfurled in its stead.

He entered the service with gr^t determination

and immediately began active duty. This was the be-

ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond

he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and

effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur-

prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry

won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight

at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the

victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was

immediately made a M.^jor-General, and the military

district of Tennessee was assigned to him.

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how

to secure the results of victory. He immediately

pushed on to the enemies' lines. Then came the

terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the

siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an

unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty

thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can-

non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most

severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered,

and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf.

Citn. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with

Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro-

ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from

his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he

was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid

of Gens. Rosecrans and Tliomas at Chattanooga, and

by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas-

ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then

followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout

Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels

were routed with great loss. This won for him un-

bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru-

ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant-

general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant.

He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials

,ind enter upon tbf duties of his new office

Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge of

the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National

troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal

capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de-

stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as-

sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole

continent seemed to tremble under the tramp ofthese

majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle field.

Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains

were burdened with closely packed thousands. His

plans were comprehensive and involved a series of

campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en-

ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur-

render of Lee, April 9, 1865.

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The

almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen.

Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal-

vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered

the country brought him conspicuously forward as the

Republican candidate for the Presidential chair.

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago.

May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the

Presidency, and at the autumn election received a

majority of the popular vote, and 214 out of 294

electoral votes.

The National Convention of the Republican party

which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872,

placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second term

by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati-

cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292

electoral votes being cast for him.

Soon after the close of his second term. Gen. Grant

started upon his famous trip around the world. He
visited almost every country of the civilized world,

and was everywhere received with such ovations

and demonstrations of respect and honor, private

as well as public and official, as were never before

bestowed upon any citizen of the United States.

He was the most prominent candidate before the

Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re-

nomination for President. He went to New York and
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm

nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain,

wrecked (Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to

the penitentiary. The General was attacked with

cancer in the throat, but suff'ered in his stoic-like

manner, never complaining. He was re-instated .ts

General of the Army and retired by Congress. Tlie

cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23,

1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of

the illustrious General.
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UTHERFORO B. HAYES,
the nineteenth President of

the United States, was born in

Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 1822, al-

most three months after the

^^ death of his father, Rutherford

Hayes. His ancestry on both

the paternal and maternal sides,

ivas of the most honorable char-

\cter. It can be traced, it is said,

r.irbackas 1280, when Hayes and

l.atherford were two Scottish chief-

tains, figliting side by side with

Baliol, William Wallace and Robert

Bruce. Both families belonged to the

nobility, owned extensive estates,

and had a large following. Misfor-

ane cvvKiking the family, George Hayes left Scot-

uid in 16.S0, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son

.'corge wa; born in Windsor, and remained there

during his li/e. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar-

tied Sarah I^e, and lived from the time of his mar-

riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel,

son of Daniel, was lx)rn in 1724, and was a manufac-

turer of scythe» at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Hayes,

son of Ezekiel at<d grandfather of President Hayes, was

born in Mew Haven, in .August, lys^. He was a farmer,

blacksmith and tavern-keeper. He emigrated to

Vermont at an uiiknown date, settling in Hrattlelxiro,

where he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth-

erford Hayes the father of President Hayes, was

born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia

Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi-

grated thither from Connecticut, they having been

among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich.

Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to

1635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders

of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers

in the Revolutionary War.

The father of President Hayes was an industrious

frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me-

chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock-

ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to

undertake. He was a member of the Church, active

in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con-

ducted his business on Christian principles. After

the close of the war of 181 2, for reasons inexplicable

to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio.

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day

when there were no canals, steamers, not railways,

was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was

first made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter

mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived

in 1817. He died July 22, 1822, a victim of malarial

fever, less than three months before the birth of the

son, ofwhom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be-

reavement, found the support she so much needed in

her brother .Sardis, who had been a member of the

household from the day of its departure from Ver-

mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted

some time before as an act of charity.

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he

was not expected to live beyond a month or two at

most. As the months went by he grew weaker and

weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in-

quiring from time to time " if Mrs. Hayes' baby died

last night." On one occasion a neighbor, who was on

ifimiliar terms with the family, after alluding to the

•boy's big head, and the mother's assiduous care of

him, said in a bantering way, " That's right! Stick to

him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn't

wonder if he would really come to something yet."

" You r.eed not laugh," said Mrs. Hayes. "You
ivait and see. You can't tell but 1 shall make him

President of the United States yet." The boy lived,

in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy

death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was

drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his

mother.

The boy was seven years old before he went to

school. His education, however, was not neglected.

He probably learned as much from his mother and

sister as he would have done at school. His sports

were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being

his sister and her associates. These circumstances

tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo-

sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings

of others, which are marked traits of his character.

His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest

in his education ; and as the boy's health had im-

{proved, and he was making good progress in his

(studies, he proix)sed to send him to college. His pre-

paration commenced with a tutor at home; bit he

was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the

Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en-

tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of sixteen,

and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842.

Immediately after his graduation he began the

study of law in the office of Thonias Sparrow, Esq.,

in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in

Columbus somewjiat limited, he determined to enter

the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re-

mained two years.

In 1 845, after graduatmg at the Law School, he was

admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly

afterward went into practice as an attorney-at-law

with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re-

mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice,

and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro-

fession.

^ji 1 849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi-

tion found a new stimulus. For several years, how-

ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at

this period, had a powerful influence u|)on his subse-

quent 'ife. One of these was his marrage witli Miss

"Lucy W.nre Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of

Chilicotlie; the othei' was his introduction to the Cin-

cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its

members such men as'^hief Justice Salmon I\ Chase,

Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as

everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our

Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did

more than she to reflect iionor u[jon American woman
hood. Tiie Literary Cluu brought Mr. Hayes :'nto

constant association with young men of high char-

acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the

qualities so long hidden by his bashfulne^^s and
modesty.

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judga of

the Court of Common Pleas ; but he declined to ar..

cept the nomination. Two years later, the office o(

city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Council

elected him for the unexpired term.

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at

the zenith of his professional l:i.. His rank at the

bar was among the the first. But the news of the

attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take -in

arms for the defense of his countr)'.

His military record was bright ard illustrious. In

October, 1861, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and
in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades
and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he

was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle

of South Mountain he received a wound, and while

faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude

that won admiration from all.

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after

his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed

in command of the celebrated Kanawha division,

and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles

of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, he was
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted

Major-General, "forgallant and distinguished f ervices

during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia." In

the course of his arduous services, four horses were

shot from under him, and he was wounded four times

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from

the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem-
ocratic. He was not present during tlie campaign,

and after his election was importuned to resign his

commission in the army; but he finally declared, " I

shall never come to Washington until I can come by

the w.ay of Richmond." He was re-elected in 1866.

Ir. 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governorof Ohio,

over Hon. Allen G. Thunnan, a populai Democrat.

In 1869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton.

He was elected Governor for tha third term in t875.

In 1876 he was the standard beaierof the Repub-
lican Party in tiie Presidential contest, and at'ter a

hard long contest was chosen President, and was in

augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his

full term, not, htwever, with satisfaction to his party,

but his administration was an average o;\?
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AMES A. CiARFIELD, twen-

tieth President of the United

States, was born Nov. 19,

1831, in the woods of Orange,

Cuyahoga Co., O His par-
"" ents were Abram and Eliza

lliallou) Garfield, both of New
r.ngland ancestr)- and from fami-

ies well known in the early his-

tory of that section of our coun-

trj', but had moved to the Western

Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle-

ment.

The house in which James A. was

born was not unlike the houses of

I poor Ohio farmers of that day. It

.ar; about 20x30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be-

.u>en the logs filled with clay. His father was a

lard working fanner, and he soon had his fields

-leared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built.

The household comprised the father and mother and
heir four children—Mehetabel, Tliomas, Mary and
'ames. In May, 1823, the father, from a cold con-
./acted in helping to jiut out a forest fire, died. At
diis time James was about eighteen months old, and
Thomas about ten years old. No one, jjerhaps, can
(ell how much James was indebted to his biotlier's

ceil and self-sacrifice during the twenty years suc-

ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very

much. He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis-

itrs live in Solon, O., near their birthplace.

The early educational advantages young Garfield
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of
them. He lalnjred at farm work for others, did car-

penter work, chopped wood, or did anytliing that

would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed
mother in he' struggles to keep the little family to-

'

gether. Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug-

gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they
ever forget him. When in tlie highest seats of honor,

the humblest fiiend of his boyhood was as kindly
greeted as ever. The jworest laborer was sure of the
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness

of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain,

modest gentleman.

The highest ambition of young Garfield until hi
was about sixteen years old was to be a captain of
a vessel on Lake Eric. He was anxious to go aboard
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She
finally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the
understanding, however, that he should try to obtain

some other kind of employment. He walked all the
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city

After making many applications for work, and trying

to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos
Letcher, on tlic Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. He re-

mained at this work but a short time when he went
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for

about three years, when he entered Hiram and the
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in

tiie meantime, and doing other work. This school
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of
which church he was then a member. He became
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way
He then became both teacher and jjujiil. He soon
" exhausted Hiram " and needed more ; hence, in the
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which
he graduated in 1856, taking one of the liighest hflh.-

ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hir.Tm
College as its President. ,\s above stated, he early

united with the Christian or Diciples Church at

Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem-
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of

Yale College, says of him in reference to his religion:
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" President Garfield was more than a man of

strong moral and religious convictions. His whole

history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to

man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and
fdilh and spiritual commission were controlling springs

of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In

my jadgmeni there ii no more interesting feature of

fiis character than his loyal allegiance to the body of

Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent

sympathy whicli he ever showed in their Christian

communion. Not many of the few 'wise and mighty

and noble who are called' show a similar loyalty to

the less stately and cultured Ciiristian communions
in which they have been reared. Too often it is true

that as they step upward in social and political sig-

nificance they step upward from one degree to

another in some of the many types of fashionable

Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the

:hurch of his mother, the church in which he was
trained, and in which he served as a pillar and an
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec-
• arian charity for all 'who love our Lord in sincerity.'"

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage with Miss
Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. 1 1, 1858, who proved herself

worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and
mourned. To them were born seven children, five of

whom are still living, four boys and one girl.

Mr. Garfield made his first political speeches in 1S56,

in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three

years later he began to speak at county mass-meet-
ings, and became tlie favorite speaker wherever he
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio
Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland,

and in i86i was admitted to the bar. The great

Rebellion broke out in tlie early part of this year,

and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had
talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re-

ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel of the Forty-

second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug.

14, 1861. He was immediately put into active ser-

vice, and before he had ever seen a gun fired in action,

was placed in command of four regiments of infantry

and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the

work of driving out of his native State the officer

'Humphrey M^.rshall) reputed to be the ablest of

those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given

to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed-
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres-

ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him
Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as "he had
been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years

Ijefore, so now he was the youngest General in the

army." He was with Gen. Buell's army at Shiloli,

in its operations around ("orinth and its march through
.Alabama. He was tlien detailed as a memberof the

General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose-
crans, and was assigned to the "Chief of Staff."

The military fcJstory of Gen. Garfield closed with

his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he won
the stars of the Major-General.

Without an effort on his part Gee Garfield wa»
elected to Congress in the fall of 1S62 from tht

Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio
had been represented in Congiess for si.viy year*

mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and Joshui.

R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he
resigned his place in the army. At the lime he en-

tered Congress he was the youngest member in that

body. Theri: he remained by successive re-

elections until he was elected President in 1880.

Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says :
" Sinct

the year 1864 you cannot think of a ([uestion wliici.

has been debated in Congress, or discussed before t

tribunel of the American people, in regard to whicl

you will not find, if you wish mstruction, the argu>

ment on one side stated, in almost every instance

better than by anybody else, in some speech made in

the House of Representatives or on the hustings by

Mr. Garfield."

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elected to

the U. S. Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the

same year, was nominated as the candidate of his

party for President at the great Chicago Convention.

He was elected in the following November, and on
March 4, 1881, was inaugurated. Probably no ad-

ministration ever opened its existence under brighter

auspices than that of President Garfield, and every

day it grew in favo.' with the peoi)le, and by the first

of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre-

liminary work of his administration and was prepar-

ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams

College. While on his way and at the depot, in com-
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stejiped behind

him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back.

The President tottered and fell, and as lie did so the

assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the

left coat sleeve of his victim, but in.licting no further

injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was
" the shot that was heard round the world " Never
before in the history of the Nation had anything oc-

curred which so nearly froze the blood of the peop!°

for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit-

ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and
was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty

days, all during the hot months of July and August,

he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained

master of himself till the last, and by his magnificent

bearing was teaching the country' and the world the

noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the

very clutch of death. Great in life, he was surpass-

ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept.

ig, 1S83, at Elberon, N. J , on the very bank of the

ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the

death of any other man who had ever lived upon it.

The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe-

cuted, in one year after he committed the foui deed.
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HESTER A. ARTHUR,
twenty-first Presi''.wiii of the

United States was born in

Franklin Cour ty, Vermont, on

' thefifthof Oc'obcr, 1830, andis

the oldest of a family of two

sons and five daughters. His

father was the Rev. Dr. William

Arthur, a Baptist d.rgyman, who

emigrated to tb'.s countr)' from

the county Ant.nm, Ireland, in

his 18th year, and died in 1875, in

Newtonville, neai Albany, after a

long and successful ministry-

Young Arthur was educated at

Union College, S< henectady, where

he excelled in all his studies. Af-

ter his graduation he taught school

I Urn J
'" V^f'oo"' fof ''*'o years, and at

•eMV the expiration of that time came to

New York, with S500 in his [xjcket,

and e.vtered the oflfice of ex-Judge

E. D. Culver as student. After

I being admitted to the bar he formed

a partnership %vith his intimate friend and room-mate,

Henry O. Gardiner, with the intention of practicing

in the West, and for three months they roamed about

in the Western States in search of an eligible site,

but in the end returned to New York, where they

hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success-

ful career almost from the start. General Arthur'

»oon afterward rawpfd the daughter of Lieutenant

Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at

sea. Congress voted a gold medal to his widow in

recognition of the bravery he displayed on that occa-

sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr. Arthur's

nomination to the Vice Presidency, leaving two

children.

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity

in his first great case, the famous Lemmon suit,

brought to recover jxsssession of eight slaves who had

been declared free by Judge Paine, of the Superior

Court of New York City. It was in 1852 that Jon.

athan Lemmon, of Virginia, went to New York with

his slaves, intending to ship them to Texas, when
they were discovered and freed. The Judge decided

that they could not be held by the owner under the

F'ugitive Slave Law. A howl of rage went up from

the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the

Attorney General of that State to assist in an appeal.

Wm. M. Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed

to represent the People, and they won their case,

which then went to the Supreme Court of the United

States. Charles O'Conor here espoused the cause

of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs

Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward

the emancipation of the black race.

Another great service was rendered by General

Arthur in the same cause in 1856. Lizzie Jennings,

a respectable colored woman, was put off a Fourth

Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fare.

General Arthur sued on her behalf, and secured a

verdict of $500 damages. The next day the compa-

ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride

on their cars, and the other car companies quickly
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followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave-

nue Conii)any ran a few special cars for colored per-

sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all.

General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention

at Saratoga that founded the Republican party.

Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of the

Second Brigade of the State of N€w York, and Gov-

ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed hun Engineer-

in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec-

tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas-

ter-General. In each of these offices he rendered

great service to the Government during the war. At

the end of Governor Morgan's term he resumed the

practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr.

Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney

of New Yoik, was added to the firm. The legal prac-

tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra-

tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able

lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if

not indeed one of national extent.

He always took a leading part in State and city

politics. He was apixjinted Collector of the Port of

New York by President Grant, Nov. 21 1872, to suc-

ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July,

20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt.

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential

ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the famous

National Republican Convention held at Chicago in

June, 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political

convention that ever assembled on the continent. It

was composed of the '2ading politicians of the Re-

publican party, all able men, and each stood firm and

fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their

respective candidates that were before the conven-

tion for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garfield re-

ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur

for Vice-President. The campaign which foUowc'd

was one of the most animated known in the history of

our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of

the Democratic party, was a popular man, and iiis

party made a valiant fight for his election.

Finally the election came and the country's choice

.vas Garfield and Arthur. They were inaugurated

Alavch 4, 1 88 1, as President and Vice-President.

A. few months only had passed ere the newly chosen

President was the victim of the assassin's bullet. Then

came terrible weeks of suffering.^thosf moment* of

anxious suspense, when the hearts of all civilized na-

tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re

covery of the noble, the good President. The remark-

able patience that he manifested during those hours

and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf-

fering man has often been called upon to endure, was

seemingly more than human. It was certainly God-

like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr,

Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to hi?

credit that his every action displayed only an earnest

desire that the suffering Garfield might recover, to

serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi-

ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifestec^

in deed or look of this man, even though the mos'.

honored jxjsition in the world ivas at any moment

likely to fall to him.

At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar-

field from further suffering, and the world, as nevei

before in its history over the death of any othei

man, wept at his bier. Then it became the duty 0/

the Vice President to assume the resjxjnsibilitii-s ol

the high office, and he took the oath in New York.

Sept. 20, 1881. The [xasition was an embarrassing

one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all

eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do,

what ix>licy he would pursue, and who he would se-

lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been

greatly neglected during the President's long illness,

and many imjwrtant measures were to be immediately

decided by him ; and still farther to embarrass him he

did not fail to realize under what circumstances he

became President, and knew the feelings of many on

this point. Under these trying circumstances President

Arthur took the reins of the Government in his owi.

hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition o^^

affair? he happily surprised the nation, acting so

wisely hat but few criticisea his administration.

He served the nation well and faithfully, until the

close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was

a popular candidate before his party for a second

term. His name was ably presented before the con

vention at Chicago, and was received with great

favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity

of one of the opposing candidates, he would have

been selected as the standard-bearer of his party

for another campaign. He retired to private life car-

rying with him the best wishes of the American peo-

ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactory

to them and with credit to himself.
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TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE-
LAND,thetwenty-second Pres-

ident of the United States, was

born in 1837, in tlie obscure

town of Caldwell, Essex Co.,

N. J., and in a little two-and-a-

lialf-story white house which is still

standing, characteristically to mark

the humble birth-place of one of

America's great men in striking con-

trast with the Old World, where all

men high in office must be high in

origin and born in the cradle of

wealth. When the subject of this

sketch was three years of age, his

father, who was a Presbyterian min-

ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved,

by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to

Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a

larger field of work. Fayetteville was then the most

straggling of country villages, about five miles from

Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born.

At the last mentioned place young Grover com-

menced going to school in the "good, old-fashioned

way," and presumably distinguished himself after the

manner of all village boys, in doing the things he

ought not to do. Such is the distinguishing trait of

all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he

arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the

capacity of the village school and expressed a most

emphatic desire to be sent to an academy. To this

his father decidedly objected. Academies in those

days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to

become self-supporting by the quickest possible

means, and this at that time in Fayette'/ille seemed

to be a position in a country store, where his father

and the large family on his hands had considerable

influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services

the first year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to

receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com-

menced his career as salesman, and in two years he

had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness

that his employers desired to retain him for an in-

definite length of time. Otherwise he did not ex-

hibit as yet any particular " flashes of genius " or

eccentricities of talent. He was simply a good boy.

But instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette-

ville, he went with the family in their removal to

Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a

high school. Here he industriously pursued his

studies until the family removed with him to a point

on Black River known as the " Holland Patent," a

village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica,

N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching

but three Sundays. This event broke up the family,

and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a

small salary, the [wsition of " under-teacher " in an

asylum for the blind. He taught faithfidly for two

years, and although he obtained a good reputation in

this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order,

he left the city tc eeek his fortune. ?n?t=^'' / "^'r^

to a city. He first mougnc ot Cleveland, Utiio, as

there was some charm in that name for him ; but

before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to

isk the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted

stock- breeder of that place. The latter did not

speak enthusiastically. " What is it you want to do,

my boy?" he asked. "Well, sir, I want to study

lav," was the reply. "Good gracious!" remarked

ih« old gentleman ;
" do you, indeed ? What ever put

that into your head? How much money have you

got?" "Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got

any."

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a

place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at $50 a

year, while lie could " look around." One day soon

afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers,

Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told Lhem what he

wanted. A number of young men were already en-

gaged in the office, but Grover's persistency won, and

ne was finally permitted to come as an office boy and

Have the use of the law library, for the nominal sum

of $3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for

his board and washing. The walk to and from his

uncle's was a long and rugged one; and, althougli

the first winter was a memorably severe one, his

shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he h.id

none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular.

On the first day of his service here, his senior em-

ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him

with a bang that made the dust fly, saying "That's

where they all begin." A titter ran around the little

circle of clerks and students, as they thought that

was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans
;

Out in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume.

Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland

exhibited a talent for executiveness rather than for

chasing principles through all their metaphysical

possibilities. " Let us quit talking and go and do

H," was practically his motto.

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was

elected was tliat of -Sherifir of Erie Co., N. Y , in

which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell

to his duty to iiifiict capital pi''.ishment upon two

caiminals. In t88i he was elected Mayor of the

City of BufTalo. o'l the Democratic ticket, with es-

pecial reference to the bringing about certain reforms

in the administration of the municipal affairs of that
-'*••

''r "^'r ?ff;.-e IF w=1} as that of Sheriff, his

periormaiice 01 uuty Jias generally been considered

fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer-

reted out and magnified during the last Presidential

campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in

a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an inioui

tous street-cleaning contract: "This is a time fo\

plain speech, and my objection to your action shall

be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of

a mos bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme

to betray the interests of the peopls and to wors;

tlian squander the people's money." The New York

Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve-

land's administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there-

upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire

State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882,

and his administration of the affairs of State was

generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if

any, were made very public throughout the nation

after he was nominated for President of the United

States. For this high offi'^e he was nominated July

II, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention a*

Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F

Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks,

Beniamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.: and he

was elected by the people, by a majority of al>out a

thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub-

lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Clcvo-

land resigned his office as Governor of New York in

January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as

the Chief Executive of ihe United States, in w hiih

capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th ot

March, 1885. For his Cabinet officers he selected

the following gentlemen: For Sjcretary of State,

Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware ; Secretary of the

Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York ; Secretary

of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachuse't:;

;

Secretary of the Navy, William C. Wliitney, of N^w
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, cl"

Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F. Vilas,

of Wisconsin ; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of

Arkansas.

The silver question precipitated a controverfjy be-

tweeii tliose who were in favor of the continuaiice of

silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr.

Clevelar.d answering for the latter, even before his

inauguration.
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TWENTY-THIRD PRESIDENT, ;07

"O+o-tg^XlQ?-"^—-

[ENJAMIN HARRISON, the

Lwenty-thiid President, is

the descendant of one of the

historical families of this

country. The head of the

.jSij3 family was a Major General

Harrison, one of Oliver
Cromwell's trusted follow-

ers and fighters. In the zenith of Crom-

well's power it became the duty of this

Harrison to participate in the trial of

Charles I, and Afterward tc sign the

death warr.ant of the king. He subse-

quently paid for this witli his life, being

hung Qct. 13, 16G0. His descendants

came to America, and the next of the

family that appears in history is Benja-

vzm Harrison, of Virginia, great-grand-

father of the subject of this sketch, and

after whom he was named. Benjamin Harrison

w&s a member of the Continental Congress during

the years 1 774-5-6, and was one of tlie original

signers of the Declaration of Independence. He

wa three times elected Governor of Virginia.

Gen William Henry Harrison, the son of the

distinguished patriot of the Revolution, after a suo

cessful career as a soldier during the War of 1812,

and with a clean record as Governor of the Ncrtii-

western Territory, was elected President of the

United States in 1840. His caroer was cut short

by death within one month after ais inruguration.

President Harrison war born at 7Sol-''. B'^nd.

Hamilton Co., Ohio, Aug. flO, 18s3 His life up to

tlic time of his graduation by the Miami University,

at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneventful one of a coun-

try lad of a family of small means. His father was

able to give him a good education, and nothing

more. He became eng.aged while at college to tho

daughter of Dr. Scott, Principal of a female sehoo

at Oxford. After gr.aduating he determined to en^

ter upon the study of the law. He went to Cin

cinnati and then read law for two years. At tht

expiration of that time young Harrison receiv. vl tt

.

only inheritance of his life; his aunt dying left iiin.

a lot valued at 1800. He regarded this legacy as \

fortune, and decided to get married at once, >ak3

this money and go to some Eastern town an ', be-

gin the practice of law. He sold his lot, and with

the money in his pocket, he started out witii his

young Wife to fight for a place in the world- lie
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decided to go to Indianapolis, which was even at

llmt time a town of promise. He met with slight

encouragement at iirst, making scarcely anything

the first year. He worlied diligently, applying him-

self closely to his calling, built up an extensive

practice and took a leading rank in the legal pro-

lession. He is the father of two children.

In 1860 Mr. Harrison was nominated for the

position of Supreme Court Reporter, and then be-

gan his experience as a stump speake; He can-

vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by a

handsome majority. In 1862 he raised the 17th

Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its Colonel. His

regiment was composed of ^he rawest of material,

out Col. Harrison employed all his time at first

mastering military tactics and drilling his men,

when he therefore came to move toward the East

witli Sherman his regiment was one of the best

drilled and organized in the army. At Resaca he

especially distinguished himself, and for his bravery

at Peachtree Creek he was made a Brigadier Gen-

eral, Gen. Hooker speaking of him in the most

ooraplimentary terms.

During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the field

lie Supreme Court declared the office of the Su-

preme Court Reporter vacant, and another person

was elected to the position. From the time of leav-

ing Indiana with his regiment until the f.all oi 1864

he had taken no leave of absence, but having been

nominated that year for the same office, he got a

thirty-day leave of absence, and during that time

made a brilliant canvass of the State, and was elected

for another term. He then started to rejoin Sher-

aaan, but on the way was stricken down with scarlet

iever, and after a most tr3'ing siege made his way

to the front in time to participate in the closing

incidents of the war.

In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined ' re-election as

reporter, and resumed the practice of law. In 1876

iie was a candidate for Governor. Althongh de-

ieated, the brilliant campaign he, made won Tor him

a National reputation, and he was much sought, es-

pecially in the East, to make speeches. In 1880,

as usual, he took an active part in the campaign,

and vfnt elected to the United States Senate. Here

uc set-ved six years, and was known as one of the

iblest men, best lawyers »nd strongest debaters in

that body. With the expiration of his Senatorial

term he returned to the practice of his profession,

becoming the head of one of the strongest firms in

the State.

The political campaign of 1888 was one of the

most memorable in the history of our country. The

convention which assembled in Chicago in June ana

named Mr. Harrison as the chief standard bearer

of the Republican party, was great in every partic-

ular, and on this account, and the attitude it as-

sumed upon the vital question^ of the day, chief

among which was the tariff, awoke a deep interest

in the campaign throughout the Nation. Shortly

after the nomination delegations began to visit Mr.

Harrison at Indianapolis, his home. This move-

ment became popular, and from all sections of the

country societies, clubs and delegations journeyed

thither to pa3' their respects to the distinguished

statesman. The popularity of these was greatly

increased on account of the remarkable speeches

made by Mr. Harrison. He spoke daily all through

the summer and autumn to these visiting delega-

tions, and so varied, masterly and eloquent were

his speeches that they at once placed him in the

foremost i-ank of American orators and statesmen.

On account of his eloquence as a speaker and hie

power as a debater, he was called upon at an im-

commonly early age to take part in the discussion

of the great questions that then began tj agitate

the country. He was an uncompromising anti

slavery man, and was matched against some of t!ie

most eminent Democratic speakers of his Stato

No man who felt the touch of his blade ds,:'red t^

be pitted with him again. AYith all his e'oq"ence

as an orator ho never spoke for oratorical effect,

but his words always went like bullets to the mark

He is purely American in his ideas and is a splec

did type of the American statesman. Gifted wit'u.

quick perception, a logical mind and a ready tongue,

he is one of the most distinguished impromptu

speakers in the Nation. Many of these speeches

sparkled with the rarest of eloquence and contained

arguments of greatest weight. Manj' of his terse

statements have alreadj' become aphorisms. Origi-

nal in thought, precise la logic, terse In statement,

3'et withal faultless in eloquence, he is recognized as

the sound statesman and bnlilan orator c tUv. day
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GO VERNORS OF ILUMOIS.

HADRACH BOND, the first

Ciovernor of Illinois after its

organization as a State, serving

from 1818 to 1822, was born in

Frederick County, Maryland,

in the year 1773, and was

raised a farmer on his father's

plantation, receiving only a plain

English education. He emigrated

to this State in 1794, when it was a

part of the "Northwest Territory,"

continuing in the vocation in which

he had been brought up in his native

State, in the " New Design," near

Eagle Creek, in what is now Monroe

County. He served several terms as

a member of the General Assembly

of Indiana Territory, after it was organized as such,

and in 1812-14 he was a Delegate to the Twelfth

and Thirteenth Congresses, taking his seat Dec. 3,

1812, and serving until Oct. 3, 1814. These were

the times, the reader will recollect, when this Gov-

ernment had its last struggle with Great Britain.

The year 1812 is also noted in the history of this

State as that in which the first Territorial Legislature

was held. It convened at Kaskaskia, Nov. 25, and

adjourned Dec. 26, following.

While serving as Delegate to Congress, Mr. Bond

was instrumental in procuring the right of pre-emp-

tion on the public domain. On the expiration of his

term at Washington he was appointed Receiver of

Public Moneys at Kaskaskia, then the capital of the

Territory. In company with John G. Comyges,

Thomas H. Harris, Charles Slade, Michael Jones,

Warren Brown. Edward Humphries and Charles W
Hunter, he became a proprietor of the site of the

initial city of Cairo, which they hoped, from its favor-

able location at the junction of the two greai

rivers near the center of the Great West, would
rapidly develop into a metropolis. To aid the enter-

prise, they obtained a special charter from the Legis-

lature, incorporating both the City and the Bank of

Cairo.

In 1818 Mr. Bond was elected the first Governor

of the State of Illinois, being inaugurated Oct. 6

that year, which was several weeks before Illinois

was actually admitted. The facts are these: In

January, 1818, the Territorial Legislature sent a peti-

tion to Congress for the admission of Illinois as a

State, Nathaniel Pope being then Delegate. The
petition was granted, fixing the northern line of the

State on the latitude of the southern extremity of

Lake Michigan; but the bill was afterward so amend-

ed as to extend this line to its present latitude. In

July a convention was called at Kaskaskia to draft a

constitution, which, however, was not submitted to

the people. By its provisions, supreme judges, pros

ecuting attorneys, county and circuit judges, record-

ers and justices of the peace were all to be appointed

by the Governor or elected by tl>e Legislature. This

constitution was accepted by Congress Dec. 30. At

that time Illinois comprised but eleven counties,

namely, Randolph, Madison, Gallatin, Johnson,

Pope, Jackson, Crawford, Bond, Union, Washington

and Franklin, the northern portion of the State be-

ing mainly in Madison County. Thus it appears

that Mr. Bond was honored by the naming of a
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county before he was elected Governor. The present

county of Bond is of small limitations, about 60 to 80

miles south of Springfield. For Lieutenant Governor

the people chose Pierre Menard, a prominent and

worthy Frenchman, after whom a county in this State

is named. In this election there were no opposition

candidates, as the popularity of these men had made
their promotion to the chief offices of the Slate, even

Defore the constitution was drafted, a foregone con-

clusion.

The principal points that excited the people in

reference to political issues at this period were local

or "internal improvements," as they were called.

State banks, location of the capital, slavery and the

personal characteristics of the proposed candidates.

Mr. Bond represented the "Coavention party," for

introducing slavery into the State, supported by Elias

Kelt Kane, his Secretary of State, and John Mc-
Lean, while Nathaniel Pope and Jolin P. Cook led

the anti-slavery element. The people, however, did

not become very much excited over this issue until

1820, when the fj.ni jus Missouri Compromise was

adopted by Congress, limiting slavery to the south

of the parallel of 3^° 30' except in Missouri. While

this measure settled the great slavery controversy,

so far as the average public sentiment was tempor-

arily concerned, until 1854, when it was repealed

under the leidershij) of Stephen A. Douglas, the issue

as considered locally in this State was not decided

until 1824, after a most furious campaign. (See

sketch of Gov. Coles.) The ticket of 18 18 was a

com promise one. Bond representing (moderately) the

pro-slavery sentiment and Menard the anti-slavery.

An awkward element in the State government

under Gov. Bond's administration, was the imperfec-

tion of the State constitution. The Convention

wished to have Elijah C. Berry for the fiist Auditor

of Public Accounts, but, as it was believed that the

new Governor would not appoint him to the office,

the Convention declared in a schedule that " an

auditor of public accounts, an attorney general and

such other officers of the State as may be necessary,

may be appointed by the General Assembly." The
Constitution, as it stood, vested a very large appoint-

ing power in the Governor ; but for the purpose of

getting one man into office, a total change was made,

and the power vested in the Legislature. Of this

provision the Legislature took advantage, and de-

clared that State's attorneys, canal commissioners,

bank directors, etc., were all '" officers of the State

'

and must therefore be appointed by itself independ-

ently of the Governor.

During Gov. Bond's administration a general law

was passed for the incorporation of academies and

towns, and one authorizing lotteries. The session of

1822 authorized the Governor to appoint commis-

sioners, to act in conjunction with like commissioners

appointed by the State of Indiana, to report on the

practicability and expediency of improving the navi-

gation of the Wabash River; also inland navigation

generally. Many improvements were recommended,

some of which have been feebly worked at even till

the present day, those along the Wabash being of no

value. Also, during Gov. Bond's term of office, the

capital of the State was removed from Kaskaskia to

Vandalia. In 1820 a law was passed by Congress

authorizing this State to open a canal through the

public lands. The State appointed commissioners

lo explore the route and prepare the necessary sur-

veys and estimates, preparatory to its execution;

but, being unable out of its own resources to defray

the expenses of the undertaking, it was abandoned

until some time after Congress made the grant of

land for the purpose of its construction.

On the whole. Gov. Bond's administration was

fairly good, not being open to severe criticism from

any party. In 1824, two years after the expiration

of his term of office, he was brought out as a candi-

date for Congress against the formidable John P.

Cook, but received only 4,374 votes to 7,460 for the

latter. Gov. Bond was no orator, but had made

many fast friends by a Judicioas t--c:owraent of his

gubernatorial patronage, and these worked zealously

for hmi in the campaign.

In 1827 ex-Gov. Bond was appointed by the Leg-

islature, with Wm. P. McKee and Dr. Gershom

Jayne, as Commissioners to locate a site for a peni-

tentiary on the Mississippi at or near Alton.

Mr. Bond was of a benevolent and convivial dis-

position, a man of shrewd observation and clear ap-

preciation of events. His person was erect, stand-

ing six feet in height, and after middle life became

portly, weighing 200 pounds. His features were

strongly masculine, complexion dark, hair jet and

eyes hazel ; was a favorite with the ladies. He died

April 1 1, 1830, in peac? and contentment
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GO VERNORS OF ILLINOIS.

^ lEbwarft Coles.

DWARD COLES, second

Governor of Illinois, 1823-

, 6, was born Dec. 15, 1786,

in Albemarle Co., Va., on

the old family estate called

" Enniscorthy," on the
'i-y*' Green Mountain. His fath-

er, John Coles, was a Colonel in the

Revolutionary War. Having been fit-

ted for college by private tutors, he

was sent to Hampden Sidney, where

he remained until the autumn of 1805,

when he was removed to William and

(|Cr)a3i>2y Mary College, at Williamsburg, Va.

'T-ii^/tS,--' This college he left in the summer of

1807, a short time before the final and graduating

examination. Among his classmates were Lieut.

Gen. Scott, President John Tyler, Wm. S. Archer,

United States Senator from Virginia, and Justice

Baldwin, of the United States Supreme Court. The
President of the latter college, Bishop Madison, was

a cousin of President James Madison, and that cir-

cumstance was the occasion of Mr. Coles becoming

personally acquainted with the President and re-

ceiving a position as his private secretary, 1809-15.

The family of Coles was a prominent one in Vir-

ginia, and their mansion was the seat of the old-

fashioned Virginian hospitality. It was visited by

such notables as Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Madison,

Monroe, the Randolphs, Tazewell, Wirt, etc. At the

age of 23, young ^les founa himself heir to a plant-

ation and a considerable number of slaves. Ever

since his earlier college dsys his attention had been

drawn to tlie questio 1 of slavery. He read every-

thing on the subject that came in his way, and
listened to lectures on the rights of man. The more

he reflected upon the subject, the more impossible

was it for him to reconcile the immortal declaration

"that all men are born free and equal " with the

practice of slave-holding. He resolved, therefore, to

free his slaves the first opportunity, and even remove

his residence to a free State. One reason which de-

termined him to accept the appointment as private

secretary to Mr. M idison was because he believed

that through the acquaintances he could make at

Washington he could better determine in what part

of the non-slaveholding portion of the Union he woulc

prefer to settle.

The relations between Mr. Coles and President

Madison, as well as Jefferson and other distinguished

men, were of a very friendly character, arising from

the similarity of their views on the question of slavery

and their sympathy for each other in holding doc-

trines so much at variance with the prevailing senti-

ment in their own State.

In 1857, he resigned his secretaryship and spent a

portion of the following autumn in exploring the

Northwest Territory, for the purpose of finding a lo-

cation and purchasing lands on which to settle his

negroes. He traveled with a horse and buggy, with

an extra man and horse for emergencies, through

many parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri,

determining finally to settle in Illinois. At this time,

however, a misunderstanding arose between our

Government and Russia, and Mr. Coles was selected

to repair to St. Petersburg on a special mission, bear-

ing important papers concerning the matter at issue

The result was a conviction of the Emperor (Alex-
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ander) of the error committed by his minister at

Washington, and the consequent withdrawal of the

the latter from the post. On his return, Mr. Coles

visited other parts of Europe, especially Paris, where
he was introduced to Gen. Lafayette.

In the spring of 1819, he removed with all his

negroes from Virginia to Edwardsville, 111., with the

intention of giving them their liberty. He did not

inake known to them his intention until one beautiful

morning in April, as they were descending the Ohio
River. He lashed all the boats together and called

all the negroes on deck and made them a short ad-

dress, concluding his remarks by so expressing him-

self that by a turn of a sentence he proclaimed in

the shortest and fullest manner that they were no
longer slaves, but free as he was and were at liberty

to proceed with him or go ashore at their pleas-

ure. A description of the effect upon the negroes is

best desciibed in his own language :

• "The effect upon them was electrical. They stared

at nie and then at each other, as if doubting the ac-

curacy or reality of what they heard. In breathless

silence they stood before me, unable to utter a word,

but with countenances beaming with expression which
no words could convey, and which no language

can describe. As they began to see the truth of

what they had heard, and realize their situation, there

came on a kind of hysterical, giggling laugh. After

a pause of intense and unutterable emotion, bathed

in tears, and with tremulous voices, they gave vent to

their gratitude and implored the blessing of God
on me."

Before landing he gave them a general certificate

of freedom, and afterward conformed more particu-

larly with tne law of this State requiring that each

individual should have a certificate. This act of

Mr. Coles, all the more noble and heroic considering

the overwhelming pro-slavery influences surrounding

him, has challenged the admiration of every philan-

thropist of iiiodern times.

March 5, 1819, President Monroe appointed Mr.
Coles Registrar of the Land Office at EdwardsviLe,

at that time one of the principal land offices in the

State. While acting in this capacity and gaining

many friends by his jxiliteness and general intelli-

gence, the greatest struggle that ever occurred in

Illinois on the slavery qiiesion culminated in the

furious contest characterizing the campaigns and
elections of 1822-4. In the summer of 1823, when a

new Governor was to be elected to succeed Mr.
Bond, the pro-slavery element divided into factions,

])utting forward for the executive office Joseph
Phillips, Chief Justice of the State, Thomas C.

Browne and Gen. James B. Moore, of the State Mil-

itia. The anti-slavery element united upon Mr.
Coles, and, after one of the most bitter campaigns,

succeeded in electing liim as Governor. His plural-

ity over Judge Phillips was only 59 in a total vote of

over 8,000. The Lieutenant Governor was elected

by the slavery men. Mr. Coles' inauguration speech

was marked by calmness, deliberation and such a

wise expression of appropriate suggestions as to

elicit the sanction of all judicious politicians. But
he compromised not with evil. In his message to

the Legislature, the seat of Government being then

at Vandalia, he strongly urged the abrogation of the

modified form of slavery whi«:h then existed in this

State, contrary to the Ordi.iance of t787. His posi-

tion on this subject seems the more remarkable, when
it is considered that he was a minority Governor, the

population of Illinois being at that time almost ex-

clusively from slave-holding States and by a large

majority in favor of the perpetuation of that old relic

of barbarism. The Legislature itself was, of course,

a reflex of the popular sentiment, and a majority of

them were led on by fiery men in denunciations of

the conscientious Governor, and in curses loud and
deep upon him and all his friends. Some of the

public men, indeed, went so far as to head a sort of

mob, or " shiveree " party, who visited the residence

of the Governor and others at Vandalia and yelled

and groaned and spat fire.

The Constitution, not establishing or permitting

slavery in this State, was thought therefore to be
defective by the slavery politicians, and they desired

a State Convention to be elected, to devise and sub-

mit a new Constitution ; and the dominant politics

of the day was "Convention" and "anti-Conven-
tion." Both parties issued addresses to the people.

Gov. Coles himself being the author of the address

published by the latter party. This address revealed

the schemes of the conspirators in a masterly man-
ner. It is difficult for us at this distant day to esti-

mate the critical and extremely delicate situation in

which the Governor was placed at that time.

Our hero maintained himself honorably and with

supreme dignity throughout his administration, and
in his honor a county in this State is named. He
was truly a great man, and those who lived in

this State during his sojourn here, like those who
live at the base of the mountain, were too near to see

and recognize the greatness thatovershadowed ihem.

Mr. Coles was married Nov. 28, 1833, by Bishop
De Lancey, to Miss Sally Logan Roberts, a daughter
of Hugh Roberts, a descendant of Welsh ancestry,

who cami to this country with Wm. Penn in t682.

After the expiration of his term of service. Gov.
Coles continued his residence in Edwardsville, sup-
erintending his farm in the vicinity. He was fond
of agriculture, and was the founder of the first agri-

cultural society in the State. On account of ill

health, however, and having no family to tie hira

down, he spent much of his titiie in Eastern cities.

About 1832 he changed his residence to Philadel-

phia, where he died July 7, 1868, and is buried at

Woodland, near that city.
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INIAN EDWARDS, Governor

ly"
from 1827 to 1830, was a son

yy^ of Benjamin Edwards, and

was born in Montgomery

County, Maryland, in March,

1775. His domestic train-

V' ing was well fitted to give

his mind strength, firmness and

honorable principles, and a good

foundation was laid for the elevated

character to which he afterwards

attained. His parents were Bap-

tists, and very strict in their moral

piinciples. His education in early

youth was in company with and

partly under the tuition of Hon. VV'm.

Wirt, whom his father patronized

and who was more than two years

older. An intimacy was thus

form.'d between them which was lasting for life. He
was farther educated at Dickinson College, at Car-

lisle, Pa. He next commenced the study of law, but

before completing his course he moved to Nelson

County, Ky., to open a farm for his father and to

purchase homes and locate lands for his brothers and

sisters. Here he fell in the company of dissolute

companions, and for several years led the life of a

spendt'.irift. He was, however, elected to the Legis-

lature of Kentucky as the Representative of Nelson

i-ounty before he was 21 years of age, and was re-

jected by an almost unanimous vote.

In 1798 he was licensed to practice law, and the

following year was admitted to the Courts of Tennes-

see. About this time he left Nelson County for

Russellville, in Logan County, broke away from his

dissolute companions, commenced a reformation and

devoted himself to severe and laborious study. He
then began to rise rapidly in his profession, and soon

became an eminent lawyer, and inside of four years

he filled in succession the offices of Presiding Judge

of the General Court, Circuit Judge, fourth Jidge of

the Court of Appeals and Chief Justice of the State,

—all before he was 32 years of age! In addition, in

1802, he received a commission as Major of a battal-

ion of Kentucky militia, and in 1804 was chosen a

Presidential Elector, on the Jefferson and Clinton

ticket. In 1806 he was a candidate for Congress,

but withdrew on being promoted to the Court of

Appeals.

Illinois was organized as a separate Territory in

the spring of i8og, when Mr. Edwards, then Chief

Justice of the Court of Appeals in Kentucky, received

from President Madison the appointment as Gover-

nor of the new Territory, his commission bearing date

April 24, 1809. Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia in

June, and on the i ith of that month took the oath of

office. At the s.ime time he was appointed Superin-

tendent of the United States Saline, this Government
interest then developing into considerable proportions

in Southern Illinois. Although during the first three

years of his administration he had the power to make
new counties and apiwint all the officers, yet he always
allowed the people of each county, by an informal
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vote, to select their own officers, both civil and mili-

tary. The noted John J. Crittenden, afterward

United States Senator from Kentucky, was appointed

by Gev. Edwards to the office of Attorney General of

the Territory, which office was accepted for a short

time only.

The Indians in i8io committing sundry depreda-

tions in the Territory, crossing the Mississippi from

the Territory of Louisiana, a long correspondence fol-

lowed between the respective Governors concerning

the remedies, which ended in a council with the sav-

ages at Peoria in 1812, and a fresh interpretation of

the treaties. Peoria was depopulated by these de-

predations, and was not re-settled for many j-ears

afterward.

As Gov. Edwards' term of office expired by law in

1812, he was re-appointed for another term of three

years, and again in 1815 for a third terra, serving

until the organization of the State in the fall of i8i8

and the inauguration of Gov. Bond. At this time

ex-Gov. Edwards was sent to the United States

Senate, his colleague being Jesse B. Thomas. As

Senator, Mr. Edwards took a conspicuous part, and

acquitted himself honorably in all the measures that

came up in that body, being well posted, an able de-

bater and a conscientious statesman. He thought

seriously of resigning this situation in 1821, but was

persuaded by his old friend, Wm. Wirt, and others to

continue in office, which he did to the end of the

term.

He was then appointed Minister to Mexico by

President Monroe. About this time, it appears that

Mr. Edwards saw suspicious signs in the conduct of

VVm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the United States

Treasury, and an ambitious candidate for the Presi-

dency, and being implicated by the latter in some of

his statements, he resigned his Mexican mission in

order fully to investigate the charges. The result

was the exculpation of Mr. Edwards.

Pro-slavery regulations, often termed "Black Laws,"

disgraced the statute books of both the Territory and

.he State of Illinois during tlie whole of his career in

ihis commonwealth, and Mr. Edwards always main-

tained the doctrines of freedom, and vvas an important

r.ctor in the great struggle which ended in a victory

for his party in 1824.

In 1826 7 the Winnebago and other Indians com-

mitted son-e depredations in the northern part of the

State, and the white settlers, who desired the lands

and wished to exasperate the savages into an evacu-

ation of the country, magnified the misdemeanors of

the aborigines and thereby produced a hostility be-

tween the races so great as to precipitate a little war,

known in history as the "Winnebago War." A few

chases and skirmishes were had, when Gen. Atkinson

succeeded in capturing Red Bird, the Indian chief,

and putting him to death, thus ending the contest, at

least until the troubles commenced which ended in

the " Black Hawk War " of 1832. In the interpre-

tation of treaties and execution of their provisions

Gov. Edwards had much vexatious work to do. The

Indians kept themselves generally within the juris-

diction of Michigan Territory, and its Governor,

Lewis Cass, was at a point so remote that ready cor-

respondence with him was difficult or impossible.

Gov. Edwards' administration, however, in regard to

the protection of the Illinois frontier, seems to hava

been very efficient and satisfactory.

For a considerable portion of his time after his re-

moval to Illinois, Gov. Edwards resided upon his

farm near Kaskaskia, which he had well stocked with

horses, cattle and sheep from Kentucky, also with

fruit-trees, grape-vines and shrubbery. He estab-

lished saw and grist-mills, and engaged extensively

in mercantile business, having no less than eight or ten

stores in this State and Missouri. Notwithstanding

the arduous duties of his office, he nearly always pur-

chased the goods himself with which to supply the

stores. Although not a regular practitioner of medi-

cine, he studied the healing art to a considerable ex-

tent, and took great pleasure in prescribing for, and

taking care of, the sick, generally without charge.

He was also liberal to the poor, several widows and

ministers of the gospel becoming indebted to him

even for their homes.

He married Miss Elvira Lane, of Maryland, in

1803, and they became the affectionate parents of

several children, one of whom, especially, is well'

known to the people of the " Prairie State," namely,

Ninian Wirt Edwards, once the Superintendent c<

Public Instruction and still a resident of Springfield

Gov. Edwards resided at and in the vicinity of Kas-

kaskia from i8o9toi8i8; in Edwardsville (named
after him) from that time to 1824; and from the lat-

ter date at Belleville, St. Clair County, until his

death, July 20, 1833, of Asiatic cholera. Edwards
County is also named in his honor.
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^.0\m REYNOLDS, Governor 1831-

f^t* 4' ^^''S 'JOf' i'"' Montgomery Coun-

ty, Pennsylvania, Feb. 26, 1788.

His father, Robert Reynolds and

his mother, nee Margaret Moore,

were both natives of Ireland, from

whicli country they emigrated to

the United States in 17S5, land-

ing at Philadelphia. The senior

Reynolds entertained an undying

hostility to the British Govern-

ment. When the subject of tiiis

sketch was about six months old,

his parents emigrated with him to

Tennessee, where many of their

relatives had already located, at the base of the

Copper Ridge Mountain, about 14 miles northeast of

the present city of Knoxville. There they were ex-

posed to Indian depredations, and were much molest-

ed by them. In 1794 they moved into the interior

of the State. They were poor, and brought up their

children to habits of manual industry.

In 1800 the family removed to Kaskaskia, 111., with

eight horses and two wagons, encountering many
Hardships on the way. Here young Reynolds passed

the most of his childhood, while his character began
to develop, the most prominent traits of which were
ambition and energy. He also adopted the principle

and practice of total abstinence from intoxicating

liquors. In 1807 the family made another removal.

this time to the " Goshen Settlement," at the foot of

the Mississippi bluffs three or four miles southwest

of Edwardsville.

On arriving at his 20th year, Mr. Reynolds, seeing

tliat he must look about for his own livelihood and
not yet having determined what calling to pursue,

concluded first to attend college, and he accordingly

went to such an institution of learning, near Knox-
ville, Tenn., where he had relatives. Imagine his

diffidence, when, after passing the first 20 years of

his life without ever having seen a carpet, a papered

wall or a Windsor chair, and never having lived in a

shingle-roofed house, he suddenly usiiered himself

into the society of the wealthy in the vicinity of

Knoxville! He attended college nearly two years,

going through the principal Latin authors; but it

seems that he, like the rest of the world in modem
times, had but very little use for his Latin in after

life. He always failed, indeed, to exhibit any good
degree of literary disciphne. He commenced the

study of law in Knoxville, but a pulmonary trouble

came on and compelled him to change his mode
of life. Accordingly he returned home and re-

cuperated, and in 1812 resumed his college and
law studies at Knoxville. In the fall of 181 2 he was
admitted to the Bar at Kaskaskia. About this time
he also learned the French language, which he
practiced with pleasure in conversation with his

family for many years. He regarded this language
as being superior to all others for social intercourse.
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From his services in the West, in the war of 1812,
he obtained the sobriquet of the " Old Ranger." He
was Orderly Sergeant, then Judge Advocate.

Mr. Reynolds opened his first law office in the

winter and spring of 1814, in the French village of

Cahokia, then the capital of St. Clair County.

In the fall of 1818 he was elected an Associate

Justice upon the Supreme Bench by the General
Assembly. In 1825 he entered more earnestly than
ever into the practice of law, and the very next year

was elected a member of the Legislature, where he
acted independently of all cliques and private inter-

ests. In 1828 the Whigs and Democrats were for

the first time distinctively organized as such in Illi-

nois, and the usual party bitterness grew up and
raged on all sides, while Mr. Reynolds preserved a

mdicial calmness and moderation. The real animus
.if the campaign was " Jackson " and " anti-Jackson,"
'he former party carrying the State.

In August, 1830, Mr. Reynolds was elected Gov-
ernor, amid great excitement. Installed in office, he
did all within his power to advance the cause of edu-
cation, internal improvements, the Illinois & Mich-
igan Canal, the harbor at Chicago, settling the coun-
try, etc.; also reccmmended the winding up of the

State Bank, as its affairs had become dangerously
complicated. In his national politics, he was a

moderate supporter of General Jackson.* But the

most celebrated event of his gubernatorial admin-
istration was the Black Hawk War, which occurred
in 1832. He called out the militia and prosecuted

the contest with commendable diligence, appearing
in person on the battle-grounds during the most
critical periods. He was recognized by the President

as Major-General, and authorized by him to make
treaties with the Indians. By the assistance of the

general Government the war was terminated without

much bloodshed, but after many serious fights. This
war, as well as everything else, was materially re-

tarded by the occurrence of Asiatic cholera in the

West. This was its first appearance here, and was
the next event in prominence during Gov. Reynolds'

term.

South Carolina nullification coming up at this time,

t was heartily condemned by both President Jackson
snd Gov. Reynolds, who took precisely the same
grounds as the Unionists in the last war.

On the termination of his gubernatorial term in

^834, Gov. Reynolds was elected a Member of Con-
gress, still coiisidering himself a backwoodsman, as

re had scarcely been outside of the State since he
became of age, and had spent nearly all his youthful

days in the wildest region of the frontier. His first

niove in Congress was to adopt a resolution that in

all elections made by the House for officers the votes

should be given viva voce, each member in his place

naming aloud the person for whom he votes. This
created considerable heated discussion, but was es-

sentially adopted, and remained the controlling prin-

ciple for many years. The ex Governor was scarcely

absent from his seat a single day, during eight ses-

sions of Congress, covering a period of seven years,

and he never vacillated in a party vote; but he failed

to get the Democratic party to foster his " National

Road" scheme. He says, in "My Own Times" (a

large autobiography he published), that it was only

by rigid economy that he avoided insolvency while in

VVashington. During his sojourn in that city he was
married, to a lady of the place.

In 1837, while out of Congress, and in company
with a few others, he built the first railroad in the

Mississippi Valley, namely, one about six miles long,

leading from his coal mine in the Mississippi bluff to

the bank of the river opposite St. Louis. Having not

the means to purchase a locomotive, they operated it

by horse-power. The next spring, however, the com-
pany sold out, at great sacrifice.

In 1839 the ex-Governor was appointed one of the

Canal Commissioners, and authorized to borrow

money to prosecute the enterprise. Accord' ngly, he

repaired to Philadelphia and succeeding in obtaining

a million dollars, which, however, was only a fourth

of what was wanted. The same year he and his

wife made at our of Europe. This year, also, Mr.
Reynolds had the rather awkward little responsibility

of introducing to President Van Buren the noted
Mormon Prophet, Joseph Smith, as a " Latter-Day

Saint!"

In 1846 Gov. Reynolds was elected a member of

the Legislature from St. Clair County, more particu

larly for the purpose of obtaining a feasible charter

for a macadamized road from Belleville to St. Louis,

a distance of nearly 14 miles. This was immediately
built, and was the first road of the kind in the State.

He was again elected to the Legislature in 1852, when
he was chosen Speaker of the House. In i860, aged
and infirm, he attended the National Democratic
Convention at Charleston, S. C, as an anti-Douglas

Delegate, where he received more attention from the

Southern Delegates than any other member. He
supported Breckenridge for the Presidency. After

the October elections foreshadowed the success of

Lincoln, he published an address urging the Demo-
crats to rally to the support of Douglas. Immedi-
ately preceding and during the late war, his corre-

spondence evinced a clear sympathy for the Southern

secession, and about the first of March, 1861, he

urged upon the Buchanan officials the seizure of the

treasure and arms in the custom-house and arsenal

at St. Louis. Mr. Reynolds was a rather talkative

man, and apt in all the Western phrases and catch-

words that ever gained currency, besides many cun-

ning and odd ones of his own manufacture.

He was married twice, but had no children. He
died in Belleville, in May, 1865, just after the close

of the war.
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1 1 LIAM LEE D. EWING,
Governor of Illinois Nov. 3

5 to 17, 1834, was a native

rof Kentucky, and jirobably

of Scotch ancestry. He had

a fine education, was a gentle-

man of polished manners and

refined sentiment. In 1830 John Rey-

nolds was elected Governor of the State,

)!i>^u and Zadok Casey Lieutenant Governor,

and for the principal events that followed,

and the characteristics of the times, see

sketch of Gov. Reynolds. The first we

^^ see in history concerning Mr. Ewing, in-

forms us that he was a Receiver of Public

Moreys at Vandalia soon after the organization of

tni.s State, and that the public moneys in Iiis liands

vere deposited in various banks, as they are usually

'.' thv j^esent day. In 1823 the State Bank was

ubbed, by which disaster Mr. Ewing lost a thousand-

dollar deposit.

The subject of this sketch had a commission as

Colonel in the Black Hawk War, and in emergencies

ne ac'ed also as Major. In the summer of 1832,

"/hen i -"as rumored among the whites that Black

Hawk ai.d 'lis men had encamped somewhere on

Kock River, Gen. Henry was sent on a tour of

reconnoisance, and with orders to drive the Indians

from the State. After some op[X)sition from his

ubordinate officers, Henry resolved to proceed up

Rock River in search of the enemy. On the 19th of

uly. early in the morning, five baggage wagons.

camp equipage and all heavy and cumbersome arti-

cles were piled up and left, so tiiat the army migli'.

make speedy and forced marches. For some miles

the travel was exceedingly bad, crossing swamps
and the worst thickets ; but the large, fresh trail

gave life and animation to tl-.e Americans. Gen.

Dodge and Col. Ewing were both, acting as Majors,

and composed the " spy corps " or vanguard of the

army. It is supposed the army marclied nearly 50
miles this day, and the Indian trail they followed

became fresher, and was strewed with much property

and trinkets of the red-skin-, tliat they had lost or

ihrown away to hasten their march.' During the

following night there was a terrific thunder-storm, and

tlie soldiery, with all their appurtenances, were thor-

oughly drenched.

On a[iproaching nearer tlie Indians the next day.

Gen. Dodge and Major Ewing, each commanding a

battalion of men, were placed in front to bring on the

battle, but the savages were not overtaken this day

Forced marches were continued until they reached.

Wisconsin River, where a veritable battle ensued,

resulting in the death of about 68 of Black Hawk's

men. The next day they continued the chase, and
as soon as he discovered the trail of the Indians

leading toward the Mississippi, Maj. Ewing formed

his battalion in order of battle and awaited the order

of Gen. Henry. The latter soon appeared on the

ground and ordered a charge, which directly resulted

in chasing the red warriors .across the great river.

M.ij. Ewing and his command proved particularly

efficient in war, as it seems they were the chief actors

in driving the main body of the Sacs and Foxes, in-
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eluding Black Hawk himself, across the Mississippi,

while Gen. Atkinson, commander-in-chief of the ex-

pedition, with a body of the army, was hunting for

them in another direction.

In the above affair Maj. Ewmg is often referred to

as a " General," which title he had derived from his

connection with the militia.

It was in the latter part of the same year (1832)

that Lieutenant Governor Casey was elected to Con-

gress and Gen. Ewing, who had been elected to the

Senate, was chosen to preside over that body. At

the August election of 1834, Gov. Reynolds was also

elected to Congress, more than a year ahead of the

time at which he could actually take his seat, as was

then the law. His predecessor, Chailes Slade, had

just died of Asiatic cholera, soon after the elec-

tion, and Gov. Reynolds was chosen to serve out his

unexpired term. Accordingly he set out for Wash-

ington in November of that year to take his seat in

Congress, and Gen. Ewing, by virtue of his office as

President of the Senate, became Governor of the

Stata of Illinois, his term covering only a period of

15 days, namely, from the 3d to the 17th days, in-

clusive, of November. On the 17th the Legislature

met, and Gov. Ewing transmitted to that body his

message, giving a statement of the condition of the

affairs of the State at that time, and urging a contin-

uance of the policy adopted by his predecessor; and

on the same day Governor elect Joseph Duncan

was sworn into office, thus relieving Mr. Ewing from

the responsible situation. This is the only time that

such a juncture has happened in the history of Illi-

nois.

On the 29th of December, 1835, Gen. Ewing was

elected a United States Senator to serve out the

unexpired term of Elias Kent Kane, deceased. The
latter gentleman was a very prominent figure in the

early politics of Illinois, and a county in this State is

named in his honor. The election of Gen. Ewing to

the Senate was a protracted struggle. His competi-

tors were James Semple, who af'"erwards held several

important offices in this State, and Richard M.

Young, afterward a United States Senator and a

Supreme Judge and a man of vast influence. On
the first ballot Mr. Semple had 25 votes. Young 19

and Ewing 18. On the eighth ballot Young was

dropped ; the ninth and tenth stood a tie ; but on

tiie 1 2th Ewing received 40, to Semple 37, and was

accordingly declared elected. In 1837 Mr. Ewing

received some votes for a continuance of his term in

Congress, when Mr. Young, just referred to, was

elected. In 1842 Mr. Ewing was elected State

Auditr^r on the ticket with Gov. Ford.

Gen. Ewing was a gentleman of culture, a lawyer

by profession, and was much in public life. In person

he was above medium height and of heavy build,

with auburn hair, blue eyes, large-sized head and

short face. He was genial, social, friendly and

affable, with fair talent, though of no high degree -

originality. He died March 25, 1846.
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OSEPH DUNCAN, Governor

r^ 1S34-8, was born at Paris,

*
Ky., Feb. 23, 1794. At the

tender age of 19 years he en-

listed in the war against Great
'""

Britain, and as a soldier he

anjuitted himself with credit. He
was an Ensign under the daunt-

less Croghan at Lower Sandusky,

or Fort Stephenson. In Illinois

' e first appeared in a public capa-

city as Major-General of the Militia,

a position which his military fame

lad procured him. Subsequently

le became a Slate Senator from

Jackson County, and is honorably

mentioned for introducing the first bill providing for

a free-school system. In 1826, when the redoubt-

able John P. Cook, who had previously beaten such

men as John McLean, Elias Kent Kane and ex-

Gov. Bond, came up for the fourth time forCongress,

Mr. Duncan was brought forward against him by his

friends, greatly to the surprise of all the politicians.

"Xs yet he was but little known in the Stale. He was

an original Jackson man at that time, being altached

lo his political fortune in admiration of the glory of

his milita:y achievements. His chances of success

against Cook were generally regarded as hopeless,

lull he entered upon the campaign undaunted. His

speeches, though short and devoid of ornament, were

full of good sense. He made a diligent canvass of

the Slate, Mr. Cook being hindered by the condition of

his health. The most that was expected of Mr.

Duncan, under the circumstances, was that he would

obtain a respectable vote, but without defeating Mr
Cook. The result of the campaign, however, was a

source of surprise and amazement to both friends

and foes, as Mr. Duncan came out 641 votes ahead!

He received 6,321 votes, and Mr. Cook 5,680. Un-
til this denouement, the violence of party feeling

smoldering in the breasts of the people on account

of the defeat of Jackson, was not duly appreciated,

.\side from the great convention struggle of 1824, no

other than mere local and pergonal considerations

had ever before controlled an election in Illinois.

From the above date Mr. Duncan retained his

seal in Co igress until his election as Governor in

.\ugust, 1834. The first and bloodless year of the

Black Hawk War he was appointed by Gov. Rey-

nolds to the position of Brigadier-General of the

\olunteers, and he conducted his brigade to Rock
Island. But he was absent from the State, in Wash-
ington, during the gubernatorial campaign, and did

not personally participate in ii, but addressed circu-

lars lo his constituents. His election was, indeed,

attributed to the circumstance of his absence, be-

cause his estrangement from Jackson, formerly his

political idol, and also from the Democracy, largely

in ascendency in the State, was complete; but while

his defection was well known to his Whig friends,

and even to the leading Jackson men of this State,

the latter were unable to carry conviction of that fact

to the masses, as mail and newspaper facilities at

that day were far inferior lo those of the present

lime. Of course the Governor was much abused

afterward by the fossilized Jackson men who re-

garded party ties and affiliations as above all

other issues that could arise; but he was doubtless
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sincere in his opposition to the old hero, as the latter

/;ad vetoed several important western measures

which were dear to Mr. Duncan. In his inaugural

message he threw off the mask and took a bold stand

ogainst the course of the President. The measures

'.e recommended in his message, however, were so

desirable that the Legislature, although by a large

majority consisting of Jackson men, could not refrain

from endorsing them. These measures related

mainly to barks and internal improvements.

It was while Mr. Duncan was Governor that the

people of Illinois went whirling on with bank and in-

ternal improvement schemes that well nigh bank-

rupted the State. The hard times of 1837 came on,

and the disasters that attended the inauguration of

iese plans and the operation of the banks were mu-

tually charged upon the two political parties. Had

any one man autocratic power to introduce and

carry on any one of these measures, he would proba-

bly have succeeded to the satisfaction of the public
;

but as many jealous men had hold of the same plow

handle, no success followed and each blamed the other

for the failure. In this great vortex Gov. Duncan

was carried along, suffering the like derogation of

character with his fellow citizens.

At the height of the excitement the Legislature

" provided for " railroads from Galena to Cairo, Alton

to Sliawneetown, Alton to Mount Carmel, Alton to the

eastern boundary of the State in the direction of

Terre Haute, Quincy via Springfield to the Wabasli,

Bloomington to Pekin, and Peoria to Warsaw,—in all

about 1,300 miles of road. It also provided for the

improvement of the navigation of the Kaskaskia,

Illinois, Great and Little Wabash and Rock Rivers
;

also as a placebo, $200,000 in money were to be dis-

.ributed to the various counties wherein no improve-

ments were ordered to be made as above. The

estimate for the expenses for all these projects was

jlaced at a little over $10,000,000, which was not

niore inan half enough ! That would now be equal to

saddling upon the State a debt of $225,000,000! It

was sufficient to bankrupt the State several times

over, even counting all the possible benefits.

One of the most exciting events that ever occurred

in this fair State was the murder of Elijah P. Love-

ioy in the fall of 1837, at Alton, during Mr. Duncan's

term as Governor. Lovejoy was an " Abolitionist,"

editing the Observer at that place, and the pro-

slavery slums there formed themselves into a mob,

and after destroying successively three presses be-

longing to Mr. Lovejoy, surrounded the warehouse

where the fourth press was stored away, endeavoring

to destroy it, and where Lovejoy and his friends

were entrenching themselves, and shot and killed the

brave reformer!

About this time, also, the question of removing the

State capital again came up, as the 20 years' limit for

its existence at Vandalia was drawing to a close.

There was, of course, considerable excitement over

the matter, the two main points competing for it be-

ing Springfield and Peoria. The jealousy of the lat-

ter place is not even yet, 45 years afterward, fully

allayed.

Gov. Duncan's term expired in 1838. In 1842

he was again proposed as a candidate for the Execu-

tive chair, this time by the Whig party, against Adam
W. Snyder, of St. Clair County, the nominee of the

Democrats. Charles W. Hunter was a third candi

date for the same position. Mr. Snyder, however, died

before the campaign had advanced very far, and his

party substituted Thomas Ford, who was elected

receiving 46,901 votes, to 38,584 for Duncan, and
'

909 for Hunter. The cause of Democratic success

at this time is mainly attributed to the temporary

support of the Mormons which they enjoyed, and the

want o.' any knowledge, on the part of the masses,

that Mr. Ford was opposed to any given policy en-

tertained in the respective localities.

Gov. Duncan \was a man of rather limited educa-

tion, but with naturally fine abilities he profited

greatly by his various public services, and gathered

a store of knowledge regarding public affairs which

served him a ready purpose. He possessed a clear

judginent, decision, confidence in himself and moral

courage to carry out his convictions of tight. In his

deportment he was well adapted to gain the admira

tion of the people. His intercourse with them was

both affable and dignified. His portrait at the Gov-

ernor's mansion, from which the accompanying was

made, represents him as having a swarthy complex-

ion, high cheek bones, broad forehead, piercing blacic

eyes and straight black hair.

He was a liberal patron of the Illinois ("ollege at

Jacksonville, a member of its Board of Trustees, and

died, after a short illness, Jan. 15, 1844, a devoted

member of the Presbyterian Church, leaving a wife

but no children. Two children, born to them, had

died in infancy.
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Illinois, serving from 1838

to 1842, was also a Ken-

tuckian, being born near

Frankfort, that State, July

'
^'

18, 1789, of Irish paternity.

The opportunities for an education

being very meager in his native

place, he, on approaching years of

jud 'meat and maturity, applied

himself to those branches of learn-

ing that seemed most important,

and thus became a self-made man
;

and his taste for reading and

y<.,^^^i:^ study remained with him through
V^.s^'jvi*

life. In 1803 his father removed

to Missouri, then a part of " New S])ain," where he

died in 1810.

In 1S12 young Carlin came to Illinois and partici-

pated in all the "ranging" service incident to the

war of that period, proving himself a soldier of un-

daunted bravery. In 1814 he married Rebecca

Huitt, and lived for four years on the bank of the

Mississippi River, opposite the mouth of the Mis-

scari, where he followed farming, and then removed

to Greene County. He located the town site of Car-

n> 'ton, in that county, and in 1825 made a liberal

donation of land for county building purposes. He
was tiie first Sheriff of that county after its separate

organization, and afterward was twice elected, as a

Jackson Democrat, to the Illinois Senate. In the

Black Hawk War he commanded a spy battalion, a

post of considerable danger. In 1834 he was ap-

pointed by President Jackson to the position of

Receiver of Public Mon^'ys, and to fulfill the office

more conveniently he removed to the city of Quincy.

While, in 1838, the unwieldy internal iin[)rovement

system of the State was in full operation, with all its

expensive machinery, amidst bank suspensions

throughout the United States, a great stringency in

the money market everywhere, and Illinois bonds

forced to sale at a heavy discount, and the " hardest

times " e-xisting that the people of the Prairie State

ever saw, the general election of State officers was

approaching. Discreet men who had cherished the

hope of a speedy subsidence of the public infatua-

tion, met with disappointment. A Governor and

Legislature were to be elected, and these were now

looked forward to for a repeal of the ruinous State

policy. But the grand scheme had not yet lost its

dazzling influence upon the minds of the people.

Time and experience had not yet fully demonstrated

its utter absurdity. Hence the question of arresting

its career of profligate expenditures did not become

a leading one with the dominant party during the

campiign, and most of the old members of the Leg

islature were returned at this election.

Under these circumstances the Democrats, in State

Convention assembled, nominated Mr. Carlin for the

office of Governor, and S. H. .\nderson for Lieuten-

ant Governor, while the Whigs nominated Cyrus Ed-

wards, brotlierof Ninian Edwards, formerly Governor,

and W. H. Davidson. Edwards came out strongly

for a continuance of the State policy, while Car!;;-

remained non-committal. This was the first tunc

that the two main political parties in this State were

unembar'assed by any third party in the field. The

result of the election was: Carlin, 35,573; Ander-

son, 30,335 ; Edwards, 29,629 ; and Davidson, 28,-

Upon the meeting of the subsequent Legislature

(1839), the retiring Governor CDuncan) in his nies-
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sage spoke in emphatic terms of the impolicy of the

internal improvement system, presaging the evils

threatened, and uiged that body to do their utmost

to correct the great error ; yet, on the contrary, the

Legislature not only decided to continue the policy

but also added to its burden by voting more appro-

priations and ordering more improvements. Although

the money market was still stringent, a further loan

of $4,000,000 was ordered for the Illinois & Mich-

igan Canal alone. Cn'cago at that time began to

loom up and promise to be an important city, even

the great emporium of the West, as it has since in-

deed came to be. Ex-Gov. Reynolds, an incompe-

tent financier, was commissioned to effect the loan,

and accordingly hastened to the East on this respons-

ible errand, and negotiated the loans, at considera-

ble sacrifice to the State. Besides this embarrassment

iO Carlin's administration, the Legislature also de-

clared that he had no authority to appoint a Secretary

of State until a vacancy existed, and A. P. Field, a

Whig, who had already held the post by apix)intment

through three administrations, was determined to

keep the place a while longer, in spite of Gov. Car-

lin's preferences. The course of the Legislature in

this regard, however, was finally sustained by the

Supreme Court, in a quo warranto case brought up

before it by John A. McClernand, whom the Gov-

ernor had nominated for the office. Thereupon that

dignified body was denounced as a "Whig Court!"

endeavoring to establish the principle of life-tenure

of office.

A new law was adopted re-organizing the Judici-

ary, and under it five additional Supreme Judges

were elected by the Legislature, namely, Thomas

Ford (afterward Governor), Sidney Breese, Walter B.

Scates, Samuel H. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas

—

all Democrats.

It was during Gov. Carlin's administration that the

noisy campaign of "Tippecanoe and Tyler too " oc-

curred, resulting in a Whig victory. This, however,

did net affect Illinois politics very seriously.

Another prominent event in the West during Gov.

Carlin's term of office was the excitement caused by

the Mormons and their removal from Independence,

Mo., to Nauvoo, 111., in 1840. At the same time

they began to figure somewhat in State politics. On
account of their believing—as they thought, accord-

ing to the New Testament—that they should have

" all things common," and that consequently " all

the earth " and all that is upon it were the" Lord's
"

and therefore the property of his " saints," they

were suspected, and correctly, too, of committing

many of the deeds of larceny, robbery, etc., that

were so rife throughout this country in those days.

Hence a feeling of violence grew up between the

Mormons and "anti-Mormons." In the State of

Missouri the Mormons always supported the Dem-
ocracy until they were driven out by the Democratic

government, when they turned their support to the

Whigs. They were becoming numerous, and in the

Legislature of 1840-1, therefore, it became a matter

of great interest with both parties to conciliate these

people. Through the agency of one John C. Ben-

nett, a scamp, the Mormons succeeded in rushing

through the Legislature (both parties not daring to

op[X)se) a charter for the city of Nauvoo which vir-

tually erected a hierarchy co-ordinate with the Fed-

eral Government itself. In the fall of 1841 the

Governor of Missouri made a demand upon Gov.

Carlin for the body of Joe Smith, the Mormon leader,

as a fugitive from justice. Gov. Carlin issued the

writ, but for some reason it was returned unserved.

It was again issued in 1842, and Smith was arrested,

but was either rescued by bis followers or discharged

by the municipal court on a writ of habeas corpus.

In December, 1841, the Democratic Convention

nominated Adam W. Snyder, of Belleville, for Gov-

ernor. As he had been, as a member of the Legisla-

ture, rather friendly to the Mormons, the latter

naturally turned their support to the Democratic

party. The next spring the Whigs nominated Ex-

Gov. Duncan for the same office. In the meantime

the Mormons began to grow more odious to the

masses of the people, and the comparative prospects

of the respective parties for success became very

problematical. Mr. Snyder died in May, and

Thomas Ford, a Supreme Judge, was substituted as

a candidate, and was elected.

At the close of his gubernatorial term, Mr. Carlin

removed back to his old home at Carrollton, where

he spent the remainder of his life, as before his ele-

vation to office, in agricultural pursuits. In 1849

he served out the unexpired term of J. D. Fry in the

Illinois House of Representatives, and died Feb. 4,

1852, at his residence at Carrollton, leaving a wife

and seven children.
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jtiOMAS FORD, Governor

from 1842 to 1846, and au-

thor of a very interesting

history of Illinois, was born

at Uniontown, Pa., in the

year i Soo. His mocher, after

the death of her first hus-

band (Mr. Forquer), married Rob-

ert Ford, who was killed in r8o2,

by the Indians in the mountains

of Pennsylvania. She was conse-

quently left in indigent circum-

stances, with a large family, mostly

r^^ girls. With a view to better her

~i^\\^^y>-\ ^ condition, she, in 1804, removed to

vfA^j^t^ Missouri, where it had been cus-

"^^ ^**^ tomary by the Spanish Govern-

ment to give land to actual settlers; but upon her

arrival at St. Louis she found the country ceded to

the United States, and the liberal policy toward set-

tlers changed by the new ownership. After some
sickness to herself and family, she finally removed to

Illinois, and settled some three miles south of Water-

loo, but the following year moved nearer the Missis-

sippi bluffi. Here young Ford received his first i

schooling, under the instructions of a Mr. Humphrey,
for which he had to walk three miles. His mother,

though lacking a thorough education, was a woinan

of superior uiintal eudowments, joined to energy

and determination of ciiaracter. She inculcated in

her children those high-toned principles which dis-

tinguished her sons in public life. She exercised a

rigid economy to provide her children an education;

but George Forquer, her oldest son (six years older

than Thomas Ford), at an early age had to quit

school to aid by his labor in the support of the family.

He afterward became an eminent man in Illinois

affairs, and but for his early death would probably

have been elected to the United States Senate.

Young Ford, with somewhat better opportunities,

received a better education, though limited to the

curriculum of the common school of those pioneer

times. His mind gave early promise of superior en-

dowments, with an inclination for mathematics. His
proficiency attracted the attention of Hon. Daniel P.

Cook, who became his efficient patron and friend.

The latter gentleman was an eminent Illinois states-

man who, as a Member of Congress, outainedagrant
of 300,000 acres of land to aid in completing the
Illinois & Michigan Canal, and after wliom tiie

county of Cook was named. Through the advice of
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this gentleman, Mr. Ford turned his attention to the

study of law; but Forquer, then merchandising, re-

garding his education defective, sent him to Transyl-

vania University, where, however, he remained but

one term, oiving to Forquer's failure in business. On
his return he alternated his law reading with teach-

ir.g school for support.

In 1829 Gov. Edwards appointed him Prosecuting

Attorney, and in 1831 he was re-appointed by Gov.
Reynolds, and after that he was four times elected a

Judge by the Legislature, without opposition, twice a

Circuit Judge, oice a Judge of Chicago, and as As-
sociate Judge of the Supreme Court, when, in 1841,

the latter tribunal was re-organized by the addition

of five Judges, all Democrats. Ford was assigned to

the Ninth Judicial Circuit, and while in this capacity

ne was holding Court in Ogle County he received a
notice of his nomination by the Democratic Conven-
tion for the office of Governor. He imuiediately re-

signed his place and entered upon the canvass. In

August, 1842, he was elected, and on the 8th of De-
cember following he was inaugurated.

All the offices which he had held were unsolicited

by him. He received them upon the true Jefferson-

jan principle,—Mever to ask and never to refuse

office. Both as a lawyer and as a Judge he stood

deservedly high, but his cast of intellect fitted him
rather for a writer upon law than a practicing advo-
cate in the courts. In the latter capacity he was void

of the moving uower of eloquence, so necessary to

success with juries. As a Judge his opinions were
wund, lucid and able expositions of the law. In

practice, he was a stranger to the tact, skill and in-

iinuating address of the politician, but he saw through

;he arts of demagogues as well as any man. He was
plain in his demeanor, so much so, indeed, that at

one time after the expiration of his term of office,

during a session of the Legislature, he was taken by

a stranger to be a seeker for the position of door-

keeper, and was waited upon at his hotel near mid-

night by a knot of small office-seekers with t!ie view

of effecting a " combination !

"

Mr. Ford had not the " brass " of the ordinary

politician, nor that impetuosity which characterizes a

political leader. He cared little for money, and
hardly enough for a decent support. In person he

was of small stature, slender, of dark complexion,
with black hair, sharp features, deep-set eyes, a

pointed, aquiline nose having a decided twist to one
side, and a small mouth.

The three most important events in Gov. Ford's

adn".inistration were the establishment of the high

financial credit of the State, the " Mormon War "and
.he Mexican War.

In the first of these the Governor proved himself

to be eir;inently wise. On coming into office he found
the State badly paralyzed by the ruinous effects of

the notorious " internal improvement " schemes of

the preceding decade, with scarcely anything to

show by way of "improvement." The enterprise

that seemed to be getting ahead more than all the

rest was the Illinois & Michigan Canal. As this

promised to be the most important thoroughfare,

feasible to the people, it was well under headway in

its construction. Therefore the State policy was
almost concentrated upon it, in order to rush it on tc

completion. The bonded indebtedness of the State

was growing so large as to frighten the people, and
they were about ready to entertain a proposition for

repudiation. But the Governor had the foresight to

recommend such measures as would maintain the

public credit, for which every citizen to-day feels

thankful.

But perhaps the Governor is remembered more for

his connection with the Mormon troubles than for

anything else; for it was during his term of office

that the " Latter-Day Saints " becama so strong at

Nauvoo, built their temple there, increased their num-
bers throughout thecount-y, committed misdemean-
ors, taught dangerous doctrines, suffered the loss of

theirleader, Jo Smith, by a violent death, .vere driven

out of Nauvoo to the far West, etc. Having been a

Judge for so many years previously, Mr. Ford of

course was noi-conimittal concerning Mormon affiiirs,

and was therefore claimed by both parties and also

accused by each of sympathizing too greatly with the

other side. Mormonism claiming to be a system of

religion, the Governor no doubt was " between two
fires," and felt compelled to touch the matter rather
" gingerly," and doubtless felt greatly relieved when
that pestilential people left the State. Such compli-

cated matters, especially when religion is mixed up
with them, expose every person participating in

them to criticism from all parties.

The Mexican War was begun in the spring of

1845, and was continued into the gubernatorial term

of Mr. Ford's successor. The Governor's connection

with this war, however, was not conspicuous, as it

was only administrative, commissioning officers, etc.

Ford's " History of Illinois " is a very readable and
entertaining work, of 450 small octavo pages, and is

destined to increase in value with the lapse of time.

It exhibits a natural flow of compact and forcible

thought, never failing to convey the nicest sense. In
tracing with his trenchant pen the devious operations

of the professional politician, in which he is inimit-

able, his account is open, perhaps, to the objection

that all his contemporaries are treated as mere place-

seekers, while many of them have since been judged
by the people to be worthy statesmen. His writings

seem slightly open to the criticism that they exhibit

a little splenetic partiality against those of his con-

temporaries who were prominent during his term of

office as Governor.

The death of Gov. Ford took place at Peoria, 111.,

Nov. 2, 1850.

I
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I Augustus €. French, |

UGUSTUS C. FRENCH,
Governor of Illinois from

1846 to 1852, was born in

the town of Hill, in the

State of New Hampshire,

y^ Aug. 2, 1808. He was a

^l'^ descendant in the fourth

generation ot Nathaniel

Frcnrli, who emigrated from England

in 16S7 and settled in Saybury, Mass.

In early life young French lost his

father, but continued to receive in-

struction from an exemplary and

Chrisli m mother until he was 19 years

old, when she also died, confiding to

his care and trust four younger broth-

ers and one sister. He discharged his trust with

parental devotion. His education in early life was

such mainly as a common school afforded. For a

brief period he attended Dartmouth College, but

from pecuniary causes and the care of his brothers

and sister, he did not graduate. He subsequently

read law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1831, and

shortly afterward removed to Illinois, settling first at

Albion, Edwards County, where he established him-

self in the practice of law. The following year he

removed to Paris, Edgar County. Here he attained

eminence in his profession, and entered public life

by representing that county in the Legislature. A
strong attachment sprang up between him and Ste-

phen A. Douglas.

In 1839, Mr. French was apixjinted Receiver of

the United States Land OflSce at Palestine, Craw-

ford County, at which place he was a resident when

elevated to the gubernatorial chair. In 1844 he was

a Presidential Elector, and as such he voted for

James K. Polk.

The Democratic State Convention of 1846, meet-

ing at Springfield Feb. 10, nominated Mr. French

for Governor. Other Democratic candidates were

Lyman Trumbull, John Calhoun (subsequently of

Lecompton Constitution notoriety), Walter B. Scates.

Richard M. Young and A. W. Cavarly,—an array of

very able and prominent names. Trumbull was per-

haps defeated in the Convention by the rumor that

he was opposed to the Illinois and Michigan Canal,

as he had been a year previously. For Lieutenant

Governor J. B. Wells was chosen, while other candi-

dates were Lewis Ross, Wm. McMurlry, Newton

Cloud, J. B. Hamilton and W. W. Thompson. The

resolutions declared strongly against the resuscita-

tion of the old State Banks.

The Whigs, who were in a hopeless minority, held

their convention June 8, at Peoria, and selected

Thomas M. Kilpatrick, of Scott County, for Governor,

and Gen. Nathaniel G. Wilco.x, of Schuyler, for

Lieutenant Governor.

In the campaign the latter exposed Mr. French's

record and connection with the passage of the in-

ternal improvement system, urging it against his

election ; but in the meantime the war with Mexico

broke out, regarding which the Whig record was un-

popular in this State. The war was the absorbing

and dominating question of the period, sweeping

every other political issue in its course. The elec-

tion in August gave Mr. French 58,700 votes, and

Kilpatrick only 36,775. Richard Rells, Abolitionist

candidate for the same office, received 5,152 votf«s
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By the new Constitution of 1848, a new election for

State officers was ordered in November of that year,

before Gov. French's term was half out, and he was

re-elected for the term of four years. He was there-

fore the incumbent for six consecutive years, the

only Governor of this State who has ever served in

that capacity so long at one time. As there was no

organized opuosition to his election, he received 67,-

453 votes, to 5,639 for Pierre Menard (son of the

first Lieutenant Governor), 4,748 for Charles V.

Dyer, 3,834 for W. L. D. Morrison, and 1,361 for

James L. D. Morrison. But Wm. McMurtry, of

Knox County, was elected Lieutenant Governor, in

place of Joseph B. Wells, who was before elected

and did not run again.

Governor French was inaugurated into office dur-

ing the progress of the Mexican War, which closed

during the summer of 1847, although the treaty of

Guadalupe Hidalgo was not made until Feb. 2,

1848. The policy of Gov. French's party was com-

mitted to that war, but in connection with that affair

he was, of course, only an administrative officer.

During his term of office, Feb 19, 1847, the Legisla-

ture, by special perinission of Congress, declared that

all Government lands sold to settlers should be im-

mediate.y subject to State taxation; before this they

were exempt for five years after sale. By this ar-

rangement the revenue was materially increased.

About the same time, the distribution of Government

.and warrants among the Mexican soldiers as bounty

threw upon the market a great quantity of good

lands, and this enhanced the settlement of the State.

The same Legislature authorized, with the recom-

mendation of the Governor, the sale of the Northern

Cross Railroad (from Springfield to Meredosia, the

first in the State and now a section of the Wabash,

St. Louis & Pacific) It sold for $100,000 in bonds,

although it had cost the State not less than a million.

The salt wei'.s and canal lands in the Saline reserve

in Gallatin County, granted by the general Govern-

ment to the State, were also authorized by the

Governor to be sold, to apply on the State debt. In

1850, for the first time since 1839, the accruing State

revenue, exclusive of specific appropriations, was

sufficient to meet the current demands upon the

treasury. The aggregate taxable property of the

State at this time was over $100,000,000, and the

population 851,470.

In 1849 the Legisiature adopted the township or-

ganization law, which, however, proved defective,

and was properly amended in 1851. At its session

in the latter year, the General Assembly also passed

a law to exempt homesteads from sale on executions

This beneficent measure had been repeatedly urged

upon that body by Gov. French.

In 1850 some business men in St. Louis corrv-

menced to build a dike opposite the lower part of

their city on the Illinois side, to keep the Mississippi

in its channel near St. Louis, instead of breaking

away from them as it sometimes threatened to do.

This they undertook without permission from the

Legislature or Executive authority of this State; and

as many of the inhabitants thera complained that

the scheme would inundate and ruin much valuable

land, there was a slight conflict of jurisdictions, re-

sulting in favor of the St. Louis project ; and since

then a good site has existed there for a city (East St.

Louis), and now a score of railroads center there.

It was in September, 1850, that Congress granted

to this State nearly 3,000,000 acres of land in aid of

the completion of the Illinois Central Railroad,

which constituted the most important epoch in the

railroad—we might say internal improvement—his-

tory of the State. The road was rushed on to com-

pletion, which accelerated the settlement of the in-

terior of the State by a good class of industrious citi-

zens, and by the charter a good income to the State

Treasury is paid in from the earnings of the road.

In 185 I the Legislature passed a law authorizing

free stock banks, which was the source of much leg-

islative discussion for a number of years.

But we have not space further to particularize

concerning legislation. Gov. French's administra-

tion was not marked by any feature to be criticised,

while the country was settling up as never before.

In stature. Gov. French was of medium height,

squarely built, light coraplexioned, with ruddy face

and pleasant countenance. In manners he was

plain and agreeable. By nature he was somewhat

diffident, but he was often very outspoken in his con-

victions of duty. In public speech he was not an

orator, but was chaste, earnest and persuasive. In

business he was accurate and methodical, and in his

administration he kept up the credit of the State.

He died in 1S65, at his home in Lebanon, St

Clair Co., Ill
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!:OEL A. MATTESON, Governor

1853-6, was born Aug. 8, 1808,

in Jefferson County, New York,

to which place his father had re-

moved from Vermont three years

before. His father was a farmer

in fair circumstances, but a com-

mon Enghsh education was all

that his only son received. Young

Joel first tempted fortune as a

small tradesman in Prescott,

Canada, before he was of age.

He returned from that place to

his home, entered an academy,

taught school, visited the prin-

cipal Eastern cities, improved a farm his father had

given him, made a tour in the South, worked there

in building railroads, experienced a storm on the

Gulf of Mexico, visited the gold diggings of Northern

Georgia, and returned via Nashville to St. Louis and

through Illinois to his father's home, when he mar-

ried. In 1833, having sold his farm, he removed,

with his wife and one child, to Illinois, and entered

a claim on Government land near the head of Au
Sable River, in what is now Kendall County. At

that time there were not more than two neighbors

within a range of ten miles of his place, and only

>hree or four houses between him and Chicago. He
opened a l.irge farm. His fjiuily was boarded 12

miles away while he erected a house on his claim,

sleeping, during this time, under a rude pole shed.

Here his life was once placed in imminent peril by

a huge prairie rattlesnake sharing his bed.

In 1835 he bought largely at the Government land

sales. During the speculative real-estate mania which

broke out in Chicago in 1836 and spread over the State,

he sold his lands under the inflation of that period

and removed to Joliet. In 1838 he became a heavy

contractor on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Upon
the completion of his job in 1841, when hard times

prevailed, business at a stand, contracts paid in State

scrip; when all the public works except the canal

were abandoned, the State offered for sale 700 tons

of railroad iron, which was purchased by Mr. Mat-

teson at a bargain. This he accepted, shipped and

sold at Detroit, realizing a very handsome profit,

enough to pay off all his canal debts and leave him a

surplus of several thousand dollars. His enterprise

next prompted him to start a woolen mill at Joliet,

in which he prospered, and which, after successive

enlargements, became an enormous establishment.

In 1842 he was first elected a State Senator, but,

by a bungling apportionment, j'ciSn Pearson, a Senator

holding over, was found to be in the same districr,

and decided to be entitled to represent it. Mat-

teson's seat was declared vacant. Pearson, however

with a nobleness difficult to appreciate in this day of
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greed for office, unwilling to represent his district

under the circumstances, immediately resigned his

unexpired term of two years. A bill was passed in a

few hours ordering a new election, and in ten days'

time Mr. Matteson was returned re-elected and took

his seat as Senator. From his well-known capacity

as a business man, he was made Chairman of the

Committee on Fini. 'ce, a position he held during

this half and two full succeeding Senatorial terms,

discharging its imixirtant duties with ability and faith-

fulness. Besides his extensive woolen-mill interest,

when work was resumed on the canal under the new
loan of $t,600,000 he again became a heavy con-

tractor, and also subsequently operated largely in

building railroads. Thus he showed himself a most

energetic and thorough business man.

He was nominated for Governor by the Demo-
cratic State Convention which met at Springfield

April 20, 1852. Other candidates b^ore the Con-

vention were D. L. Gregg and F. C. Sherman, of

Cook
; John Dement, of Lee ; Thomas L. Harris, of

Menard; Lewis W. Ross, of Fulton; and D. P. Bush,

of Pike. Gustavus Koerner, of St. Clair, was nom-

inated for Lieutenant Governor. For the same offices

the Whigs nominated Edwin B. Webb and Dexter A.

Kuowlton. Mr. Matteson received 80,645 votes, at

the election, while Mr. Webb received 64,408. Mat-

teson's forte was not on the stump; he had not cul-

tivated the art of oily flattery, or the faculty of being

all things to all men. His intellectual qualities took

rather the direction of efficient executive ability. His

turn consisted not so much in the adroit manage-

ment of party, or the powerful advocacy of great gov-

ernmental principles, as in those more solid and

enduring operations which cause the physical devel-

opment and advancement of a State,—of commerce
and business enterprise, into which he labored with

success to lead the people. As a politician he was

just and liberal in his views, and botli in official and

private life he then stood untainted and free from

blemish. As a man, in active benevolence, social

rirtues and all the amiable qualities of neighbor or

citizen, he had ieyt superiors. His messages present

a perspicuous array of facts as to the condition of the

State, and are often couched in forcible and elegant

diction.

The greatest excitement during his term of office

was the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, by Con-

gress, under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas in

1854, when the bill was passed organizing the Terri-

tory of Kansas and Nebraska. A large portion of

the Whig party of the North, through their bitter op-

position to the Democratic parly, naturally drifted

into the doctrine of anti-slavery, and thus led to what

was temporarily called the "Anti-Nebraska" party,

while the followers of Douglas were known as " Ne-

braska or Douglas Democrats." It was during this

embryo stage of the Republican party that Abraham

Lincoln was brought forward as the "Anti-Nebraska"

candidate for the United States Senatorship, while

Gen. James Shields, the incumbent, was re-nom-

inated by the Democrats. But after a few ballotings

in the Legislature (1855), these men were dropped,

and Lyman Trumbull, an Anti-Nebraska Democrat,

was brought up by the former, and Mr. Matteson,

then Governor, by the latter. On the nth ballot

Mr. Trumbull obtained one majority, and was ac-

cordingly declared elected. Before Gov. Matteson 's

term expired, the Republicans were fully organized

as a national party, and in 1856 put into the field a

full national and State ticket, carrying the State, but

not the nation.

The Legislature of 1855 passed two very import-

ant measures,—the present free-school system and a

submission of the Maine liquor law to a vote of the

people. The latter was defeated by a small majority

of the popular vote.

During the four years of Gov. Matteson's admin-

istration the taxable wealth of the State was about

trebled, from $[37,818,079 to $349,951,272; the pub-

lic debt was reduced from $17,398,985 to $12,843,-

r44; taxation was at the same time reduced, and the

State resumed paying interest on its debt in New
York as fast as it fell due ; railroads were increased

in their mileage from something less than 400 to

about 3.000 ; and the population of Chicago was

nearly doubled, and its commerce more than quad-

rupled.

Before closing this account, we regret that we have

to say that Mr. Matteson, in all other respects an

upright man and a good Governor, was implicated

in a false re-issue of redeemed canal scrio, amount-

ing to $224,182.66. By a suit in the Sangamon Cir-

cuit Court the State recovered the principal and all

the interest excepting $27,500.

He died in the winter of 1872-3, at Chicago.
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II,LIAM H. BISSELL, Gov-

ernor 1857-60, was born

j8 April 25, 181 1, in Ihe

State of New York, near

Painted Post, Yates County.

His parents were obscure,

lionest, God-fearing people,

'ill re ired tJK'ir children under the daily

xam[)le of industry and frugality, accord-

ing to the custom of that class of Eastern

ociety. Mr. Bissell received a respecta-

i le but not thorough academical education.

\'<\ assiduous application he acquired a

fi knowledge of medicine, and in his early

manhood came West and located in Mon-
roe County, this State, where he engaged in the

practice of that profession. But he was not enam-

ored of his calling; he was swayed by a brojdcr

ambition, to such an extent that the mysteries of the

healing art and its arduous duties failed to yield him

further any charms. In a few years he discovered

his clioice of a profession to be a mistake, and when
he approached the age of 30 he sought to begin

anew. Dr. Bissell, no doubt unexpectedly to him-

self, discovered a singular facility and charm of

speech, the exercise of which acquired for him a

ready local notoriety. It soon came 10 be under-

stood that he desired to abandon iiis profession and

take up that of the law. During terms of Court he

would spend his time at the county seat among the

members of the Bar, who extended to him a ready

welcome.

It was not strange, therefore, that he should drift

into jjublic life. In t84o he was elected as a Dem-
ocrat to the Legislature from Monroe County, and

was an efficient member of that body. On his re-

turn home he qualified himself for admission to the

Bar and speedily rose to the front rank as an advo-

cate. His powers of oratory were captivating. With a

pure diction, charming and inimitable gestures,

clearness of statement, and a remarkable vein of sly

humor, his efforts before a jury told with irresistible

effect. He was chosen by the Legislature Prosecut-

ing Attorney for the Circuit in which he lived, and

in tliat position he fully discharged his duty to the

State, gained the esteem of the Bar, and seldom

failed to convict the offender of the law.

In stature he was somewhat tall and slender, and

with a straight, military bearing, he presented a dis-

tinguished appearance. His complexion was dark,

his head well poised, though not large, his address

pleasant and manner winning. He was exemplary

in his habits, a devoted husband and kind parent.

He was twice married, the first time to Miss James,
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of Monroe County, by whom he had two children,

both daughters. She died soon after the year 1840,

and Mr. B. married for his second wife a daughter

of Elias K. Kane, previously a United States Senator

from this State. She survived hiro but a short time,

and died without issue.

When the war with Mexico was declared in 1846,

Mr. Bissell enlisted and was elected Colonel of his

regiment, over Hon. Don Morrison, by an almost

unanimous vote,—807 to 6. Considering the limited

opportunities he had had, he evinced a high order of

military talent. On the bloody field of Buena Vista

he acquitted himself with intrepid and distinguished

ability, contributing with his regiment, the Second

Illinois, in no small degree toward saving the waver-

ing fortunes of our arms during that long and fiercely

contested battle.

After his return home, at the close of the war, he

was elected to Congress, his opponents being the

Hons. P. B. Fouke and Joseph Gillespie. He served

two terms in Congress. He was an ardent politician.

During the great contest of 1850 he voted in favor

of the adjustment measures ; but in 1854 he opposed

the repeal of the Missouri Compromise act and

therefore the Kansas-Nebraska bill of Douglas, and

thus became identified with the nascent Republican

party.

During his first Congressional term, while the

Southern members were following their old practice

of intimidating the North by bullying language,

and claiming most of the credit for victories in the

Mexican War, and Jefferson Davis claiming for the

Mississippi troops all the credit for success at Buena

Vista, Mr. Bissell bravely defended the Northern

troops ; whereupon Davis challenged Bissell to a duel,

which was accepted. This matter was brought up

against Bissell when he was candidate for Governor

and during his term of office, as the Constitution of

this State forbade any duelist from holding a State

office.

In 1856, when the Republican party first put forth

a candidate, John C. Fremont, for President of the

United States, the same party nominated Mr. Bissell

for Governor of Illinois, and John Wood, of Quincy,

for Lieutenant Governor, while the Democrats nomi-

nated Hon. W. A. Richardson, of Adams County,

for Governor, and Col. R. J. Hamilton, of Cook

County, for Lieutenant Governor. The result of the

election was a plurality of 4,729 votes over Richard-

son. The American, or Know-Nothing, party had a

ticket in the field. The Legislature was nearly bal-

anced, but was politically opposed to the Governor.

His message to the Legislature was short and rather

ordinary, and was criticised for expressing the sup-

posed obligations of the people to the incorporators

of the Illinois Central Railroad Company and for re-

opening the slavery question by allusions to the

Kansas troubles. Late in the session an apportion-

ment bill, based upon the State census of 1855, was

passed, amid much partisan strife. The Governor

at first signed the bill and then vetoed it. A furious

debate followed, and the question whether the Gov-

ernor had the authority to recall a signature was

referred to the Courts, that of last resort deciding in

favor of the Governor. Two years afterward another

outrageous attempt was made for a re-apportionment

and to gerrymander the State, but the Legislature

failed to pass the bill over the veto of the Governor.

It was during Gov. Bissell's administration that

the notorious canal scrip fraud was brought to light;

'mplicating ex-Gov. Matteson and other prominent

State officials. The principal and interest, aggregat-

ing $255,500, was all recovered by the State except-

ing $27,500. (See sketch of Gov. Matteson.)

In 1859 an attempt was discovered to fraudu-

lently refund the Macalister and Stebbins bonds and

thus rob the State Treasury of nearly a quarter of a

million dollars. The State Government was impli-

cated in this affair, and to this day remains unex-

plained or unatoned for. For the above, and other

matters previously mentioned. Gov. Bissell has been

severely criticised, and he has also been most shame-

fully libelled and slandered.

On account of exposure in the army, the remote

cause of a nervous form of disease gained entrance

into his system and eventually developed paraplegia,

affecting his lower extremities, which, while it left

his body in comparative health, deprived him of loco-

motion except by the aid of crutches. While he was

generally hopeful of ultimate recovery, this myste-

rious disease pursued him, without once relaxing its

stealthy hold, to the close of his life, March 18,

i860, over nine months before the expiration of his

gubernatorial term, at the early age of 48 years. He
died in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, ol

which he hafi been a member since 1854,
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I iHN WOOD, Goveriio.- 1860-1, and

?%;*« the first settler of Quincy, III.,

was born in the town of Sempro-

\. niiis (now Moravia), Cayuga Co.,

,:• N. Y., Dec. 20, 1798. He was

the second child and only son of

Dr. Daniel Wood. His motlier,

nee Catherine Crause, was of

German parentage, and died

while he was an infant. Dr.

Wood was a learned and skillful

physician, of classical attain-

ments and proficient in several

modern lai guages, who, after

serving throughout the Revolu-

tionary War as a Surgeon, settled on the land granted

him by the Government, and resided there a re-

spected and leading influence in his section until his

death, at the ripe age of 92 years.

The subject of this sketch, impelled by the spirit

of Western adventure then pervading everywhere,

left his home, Nov. 2, 18 1 8, and passed the succeed-

ing winter in Cincinnati, Ohio. The following sum-

mer he pushed on to Illinois, landing at Shawneetown,

and spent the fall and following winter in Calhoun

County. In 1820, in company with Willard Keyes,

he settled in Pike County, about 30 miles southeast

of Quincy, where for the next two years he pursued

farming. In 1821 he visited "theBluflfs" (as the

present site of Quincy was called, then uninhabited)

and, pleased with its prospects, soon after purchased

a quarter-section of land near by, and in the follow-

ing fall (1822) erected near the river a small cabin,

18 X 20 feet, the first building in Quincy, of which

he then became the first and for some months the

only occupant.

About this time he visited his old friends in Pike

County, chief of wJiom was William Ross, the lead-

ing man in building up the village of Atlas, of that

county, which was thought then to be the possible

commencement of a city. One day they and others

were traveling together over the country between the

two points named, making observations on the com-

parative merits of the respective localities. On ap-

proaching the Mississippi near Mr. Wood's place,

the latter told his companions to follow him and he

would show them where he was going to build a city.

They went about a mile off the main trail, to a high

ix)int, from which the view in every direction was

most magnificent, as it had been for ages and as yet

untouched by the hand of man. Before them swept

by the majestic Father of Waters, yet unburdened by

navigation. After Mr. Wood had expatiated at

length on the advantages of the situation, Mr. Ross

replied, " But it's too near Atlas ever to amount to

anything!"

Atlas is still a cultivated farm, and Quincy is a

city of over 30,000 population.

In 1824 Mr. Wood gave a ^lewspaper notice,

as the law then prescribed, of his intention to apply

to the General Assembly for the formation of a new
county. This was done the following winter, result-

ing in the establishment of the present Adams
County. During the next summer Quincy was se-

lected as the county seat, it and the vicinity then

containing but four adult male residents and half
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that number of females. Sinoe that period -Mr.

Wood resided at the place of his early adoption un-

til his death, and far more than any other man was

he identified with every measure of its progress and

history, and almost continuously kept in public posi-

tions.

He was one of the early town Trustees, and after

the place became a city he was often a member of

the City Council, many times elected Mayor, in the

face of a constant large opposition political majority.

In 1850 he was elected to the State Senate. In 1856,

on the organization of the Republican party, he was

chosen Lieutenant Governor of the State, on the

ticket with Wm. H. Bissell for Governor, and on the

death of the latter, March 18, i860, he succeeded to

the Chief Executive chair, which he occupied until

Gov. Yates was inaugurated nearly ten months after-

ward.

Nothing very marked characterized the adminis-

tration of Gov. Wood. The great anti-slavery cam-

paign of i860, resulting in the election of the honest

Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln, to the Presidency of the

United States, occurred during the short period

while Mr. Wood was Governor, and ttie excitement

and issues of that struggle dominated over every

other consideration,—indeed, supplanted them in a

great measure. The people of Illinois, during all

that time, were passing the comparatively petty strifes

under Bissell's administration to the overwhelming

issue of preserving the whole nation from destruction.

In 1861 ex-Gov. Wood was one of the five Dele-

gates from Illinois to the " Peace Convention " at

Washington, and in April of the same year, on the

breaking out of the Rebellion, he was appointed

Quartermaster-General of the State, which position

he held throughout the war. In 1864 he took com-

mand as Colonel of the 137th 111. Vol. Inf., with

whom he served until the period of enlistment ex-

pired.

Politically, Gov. Wood was always actively identi-

fied with the Whig and Republican parties. Few

men have in personal experience comprehended so

many surprising and advancing local changes as

vested in the more than half century recollections of

Gov. Wood. Sixty-four years ago a solitary settler

on the "Bluffs," with no family, and no neighbor

within a score of miles, the world of civilization away

behind him, and the strolling red-man almost his

only visitant, he lived to see growing around him,

and under his auspices and aid, overspreading the

wild hills and scraggy forest a teaming city, second

only in size in the State, and surpassed nowhere in

beauty, prosperity and promise ; whose people recog-

nize as with a single voice the proverbial honor and

liberality that attach to the name and lengthened

life of their pioneer settler, "the old Governor."

Gov. Wood was twice married,—first in January,

1826, to Ann M. Streeter, daughter of Joshua Streeter,

formerly of Salem, Washington Co., N. Y. They had

eight children. Mrs. W. died Oct. 8, 1863, and in

June, 1865, Gov. Wood married Mrs. Mary A., widow

of Rev. Joseph T. Holmes. Gov. Wood died June 4,

1880, at his residence in Quincy. Four of his eight

children are now living, namely: Ann E., wife of

Gen. John Tillson; Daniel C, who married Mary J.

Abernethy; John, Jr., who married Josephine Skinner,

and Joshua S., who married Annie Bradley. The
last mentioned now resides at Atchison, Kansas, and

all the rest are still at Quincy.
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WCHARD YATES, the "War
Governor," 1S61-4, was born

Jan. 18, 1818, on the banks of

the Ohio River, at V'arsaw,

Gallatin Co., Ky. His lather

moved in 1831 to Illinois, and

after stopping for a time in

Springfield, settled at Island

Grove, Sangamon County. Here,

after attending school, Richard joined

family. Stibseqtiently he entered

Illinois College at Jacksonville,

vi'here, in 1837, he graduated with

fiist honors. He chose for his pro-

fession the law, the Hon. J. J. Har-

din being his instructor. After ad-

mission to the Bar he soon rose to distinction as an

advocate.

Gifted with a fluent and ready oratory, he soon

ajjpeared in the political hustings, and, being a

passionate admirer of the great Whig leader of tlie

West. Henry Clay, he joined his political fortunes to

.he party of his idol. In 1840 lie engaged with great

s.ydor in the exciting "hard cider" cain|)aign for

fiarrison. Two years later he was elected to the

Legislature from Morgan County, a Democratic

stronghold. He served three or four terms in the

Legislature, and such was the fascination of his ora-

t-nry that by 1S50 his large Congressional District,

extending from Morgan and Sangamon Counties

1 orth to include LaSalle, unanimously tendered him

tne Whig nomination for Congress. His Democratic

opponent was Maj. Thomas L. Harris, a very pop-

vlar man who had won distinction at the battle of

Cerro Gordo, in the Mexican War, and who had

oeaten Hon. Stephen T. Logan for the same position,

two years before, by a large majority. Yates was

elected. Two years later he was re-elected, over

John Calhoun.

It was during Yates second term in Congress that

the great question of the repeal of the Missouri Com-

promise was agitated, and the bars laid down for re-

opening the dreaded anti-slavery question. He took

strong grounds against the re[)e;il, and thus became

identified with the rising Republican party. Conse-

quently he fell into the minority in his district, which

was pro-slavery. Even then, in a third contest, he

fell behind Major Harris only zoo votes, after the

district had two years before given Pierce 2,000

majority for President.

The Republican State Convention of rS6o met at

Decatur May g, and nominated for the offi. e of Gov-

ernor Mr. Yates, in preference to Hon. Novmaii B.

Judd, of Chicago, and Leonard Swett, of Blooming-

ton, two of the ablest men of the State, who were

also candidates before the Convention. Francis A.

Hoffman, of DuPage County, was nominated foi

Lieutenant Governor. This was the year when Mr.

Lincoln was a candidate for President, a period re-

membered as characterized by the great whirlpool

which precipitated the bloody Wir of the Rebellion.

The Douglas Democrats nominated J. C. Allen cf

Crawford County, for Governor, and Lewis W. Ross,

of Fulton County, for Lieutenant Governor. The
Breckenridge Democrats and the Bell-Everett party

had also full tickets in the field. After a most fear-

ful campaign, the result of the election gave Mr.

Yates 172,196 votes, and Mr Allen 159,253. Mr.

Yates received over a thousand more votes than did

Mr. Lincoln himself.

Gov. Yates occupied the chair of State during the
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most critical period of our country's history. In the

fate of the nation was involved that of each State.

The life struggle of the former derived its sustenance

from the loyalty of the latter; and Gov. Yates

seemed to reaHze the situation, and proved himself

both loyal and wise in upholding the Government.

He had a deep hold upon the affections of tiie

people, won by his moving eloquence and genial

manners. Erect and symmetrical in person, of pre-

possessing appearance, with a winning address and a

magnetic power, few men possessed more of the ele-

ments of popularity. His oratory was scholarly and

captivating, his hearers hardly knowing why they

were transported. He was social and convivial. In

the latter respect he was ultimately carried too far.

The very creditable military efforts of this State

during the War of the Rebellion, in putting into the

field the enormous number of about 200,000 soldiers,

were ever promptly and ably seconded by his excel-

lency ; and the was ambitious to deserve the title of

"the soldier's friend." Immediately after the battle of

Shiloh he repaired to the field of carnage to look

after the wounded, and his appeals for aid were

promptly responded to by the people. His procla-

mations calling for volunteers were impassionate

appeals, urging upon the people the duties and re-

quirements of patriotism ; and his special message

in 186.^ to the Democratic Legislature of this State

pleading for material aid for the sick and wounded

soldiers of Illinois regiments, breathes a deep fervor

of noble sentiment and feeling rarely equaled in

beauty or felicity of expression. Geiierally his mes-

sages on political and civil affairs were able and com-

prehensive. During his administration, however,

there were no civil events of an engrossing character,

although two years of his time were replete with

partisan quarrels of great bitterness. Military ar-

rests. Knights of the Golden Circle, riot in Fulton

County, attempted suppression of the Chicago Times

and the usurping State Constitutional Convention of

1862, were the chief local topics that were exciting

during the Governor's term. This Convention assem-

bled Jan. 7, and at once took the high position that

he law calling it was no longer binding, and that it

:.ad supreme power; that it represented a virtual

assemblage of the whole people of the State, and was

sovereign in the exercise of all power necessary to

effect a peaceable revolution of the State Government

and to the re-establishment of one for the "happiness,

prosperity and freedom of the citizens," limited only

by the Federal Constitution. Notwithstanding the

law calling the Convention required its members to

take an oath to support the Constitution of the State

as well as that of the general Government, they

utterly refused to take such oath. They also as-

sumed legislative powers and passed several import-

ant "laws!" Interfering with the (then) present

executive duties. Gov. Yates was provoked to tell

them plainly that " he did not acknowledge the right

of the Convention to instruct him in the performance

of his duty."

In 1863 the Governor astonished the Democrats

by " proroguing " their Legislature. This body, after

a recess, met June 2, that year, and soon began to

waste time upon various partisan resolutions; and

while the two houses were disagreeing upon the

question of adjourning sine die, the Governor, having

tlie authority in such cases, surprised them all In

adjourning them " to the Saturday next preceding tlv

first Monday in January, 1865 !
" This led to greai

excitement and confusion, and to a reference of the

Governor's act to the Supreme Court, who decided ii;

his favor. Then it was the Court's turn to receive

abuse for weeks and months afterward.

During the autumn of 1864 a conspiracy was de-

tected at Chicago which had for its object the liber-

ation of the prisoners of war at Camp Douglas, the

burning of the city and the inauguration of rebellio.i

in the North. Gen. Sweet, who had charge of the

camp at the time, first liad his suspicions of dangei

aroused by a number of enigmatically worded letters

which passed through the Camp postoffice. A de

tecUve afterward discovered that the rebel Gen

Marmaduke was in the city, under an assumed

name, and he, with other rebel officers—Grenfell,

Morgan, Cantrell, Buckner Morris, and Charles

Walsh—was arrested, most of whom were convicted

by a court-martial at Cincinnati and sentenced to

imprisonment,—Grenfell to be hung. The sentence

of the latter was afterward commuted to imjirison-

ment for life, and all the others, after nine months'

imprisonment, were pardoned.

In March, 1873, Gov. Yates was appointed a Gov

ernment Director of the Union Pacific Railroad, in

which office he continued until his decease, at St.

Louis, Mo., on the 27th of November following.
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Michard Jf. Ogleshy

i^^if ^-^IL'HARD J. OGLESBY, Gov-

ernor 1865-8, and re-elected

in 1872 and 1884, was born

July 25, 1824, in Oldham Co.,

Ky.,— the State which might

be considered the " mother of

Illinois Governors." Bereft of

his parents at the tendar age

' if eight years, his early education

was neglected. When 12 years of

age, and after he had worked a year

and a half at the carpenter's trade,

he removed with an uncle, Willis

Oglesby, into whose care he had

been committed, to Decatur, this

State, where he continued his ap-

prenticeship as a mechanic, working six months for

Hon. E. O. Smith.

In 1844 he commenced studying law at Spring-

field, with Jndge Silas Robbins, and read with him

one year. He was admitted to tlie Bar in 1845, and

commenced the practice of his chosen profession at

Sullivan, the county seat of Moultrie County.

The next year tlie war with Mexico was com-

menced, and in June, 1846, Mr. Oglesby volunteered,

was elected First Lieutenant of Co. C, Fourth Illinois

Regiment of Volunteers, and participated in the bat-

tles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo.

On his return he sought to perfect his law studies

by attending a course of lectures at Louisville, but

on the breaking out of the California "gold fever " in

1849, he crossed the plains and mountains to the

new Eldorado, driving a six-mule team, with a com-

pany of eight men, Henry Prather being the leader.

In 1852 he returned home to Macon County, and

was placed that year by the Whig party on the ticket

of Presidential Electors. In 1856 he visited Europe,

.\sia and .\frica, being absent 20 months. On his

return home he resuned the practice oflaw, asa

member of the fir.n of Gallagher, Wait & Oglesby.

In 1858 he was the Republican no ainee for the

Lower House of Congress, but was defeated by the

Hon. James C. Robinson, Democrat. In i860 he

was elected to the Illinois State Senate ; and on the

evening the returns of this election were coming in.

Mr. Oglesby liad a fisticuff encounter with " Cerro

Gordo Williams," in which he came out victorious,

and which was regarded as " the first fight of the

Rebellion." The following spring, when the war

had commenced in earnest, his ardent nature

quickly responded to the demands of patriotism and

he enlisted. The extra session of the Legislature

elected him Colonel of the Eighth Illinois Infantry,

the second one in the State raised to suppress the

great Rebellion.

He WIS shortly entrusted with important com-

mands. For a time he was stationed at Bird's Point

and Cairo; in April he ivas promoted Brigadier Gen-

eral; at Fort Donelson his brigade was in the van,

being stationed on the right of General Grant's army

and the first l)rigade to be attacked. He lost 500

men before re-inforcements arrived. Many of tliese

men were from Macon County. He was engaged in

the battle of Corinth, and, in a brave charge at this

place, was shot in the left lung with an ounce ball,

and was carried from the field in expectation of im-
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mediate death. That rebel ball he carries to this

day. On his partial recovery he was promoted as

Major General, for gillantry, his commission to rank

from November, 1862. In the spring of 1863 he

was assigned to the command of the i6th Army
Corps, but, owing to inability from the effects of his

wound, he relinquished this command In July, that

year. Gen. Grant, however, refused to accept his

resignation, and he was detailed, in December follow-

ing, to court-martial and try the Surgeon General of

the Army at Washington, where he remamed until

May, 1864, when he returned home.

The Republican, or U lion, State Convention of

1864 was held at Springfield, May 25, when Mr.

Oglesby was nominated for the office of Governor,

while other candidates before the Convention were

Allen C. Fuller, of Boone, Jesse K. Dubois, of Sanga-

mon, and John M. Palmer, of Macoupin. Wm.
Bross, of Chicago, was nominated for Lieutenant

Governor. On the Deinocratic State ticket were

James C. Robinson, of Clark, for Governor, and S.

Corning Judd, of Fulton, for Lieutenant Governor.

The general election gave Gen. Oglesby a majority

of about 31,000 votes. The Republicans had also a

majority in both thi Legislature and in the repre-

sentation in Congress.

Gov. Oglesby was duly inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865.

The day before the first time set for his installation

death visited his lu na at Decatiir, and toik from it

his only son, an intelligent and spiiglitly lad of six

years, a great favorite of the bereaved parents. This

caused the inauguration to be postponed a week.

The political events of the Legislative session of

1865 were the election of ex-Gov. Yates to the

United Slates Senate, and the ratification of the 13th

amend nent to the Conititutio 1 of tiie United States,

abolishing slavery. This session also signalized

itself by repealing tlie notorious " black laws," pari

of which, although a dead letter, had held their place

upon the statute books since 1819. Also, laws re-

quiring the registration of voters, and establishing a

State Board of Eqvialuation, were passed by this Leg-

islature. But tlie same body evinced that it was cor-

ruptly influenced by a mercenary lobby, as it adopted

some bad legislation, over the Governor's veto, nota-

bly an amendment to a charter for a Chicago horse

railway, granted in 1859 for 25 years, and now
sought to be extended 99 years. As this measure

was promptly passed ov.'r his veto by both branches

of the Legislature, he deemed it useless further to

attempt to check their headlong career. At this

session no law of a general useful character or public

interest was perfected, unless we count such the

turning over of the canal to Chicago to be deepened.

The session of 1867 was still more productive of

private and special acts. Many omnibus bills were

propi.sed, and some passed. The contests over tlie

iOcation of the Industrial College, the Capital, the

Southern Penitentiary, and the canal enlargement
and Illinois River improvement, dominated every

thing else.

During the year 1872, it became evident that i(

the Republicans could re-elect Mr. Oglesby to the

office of Governor, they could also elect him to the

United States Senate, which they desired to do.

Accordingly they re-noniinated him for the Execu-
tive chair, and placed upon the ticket with him for

Lieutenant Governor, John L. Beveridge, of Cook
County. On the other side the Democrats pat into

the field Gustavus Koerner for Governor and John
C. Black for Lieutenant Governor. The election

gave the Republican ticket majorities ranging from

3S>334 to 56,174,—the Democratic defection being

caused mainly by their having an old-time Whig and
Abolitionist, Horace Greeley, on the national ticket

for President. According to the general understand-

ing had beforehand, as soon as the Legislature met
it elected Gov. Oglesby to the United States Senate,

whereupon Mr. Beveridge became Governor. Sena-

tor Oglesby 's term ex|)ired March 4, 1879, having

served his party faithfully and exhibited an order of

statesmanship beyond criticism.

During the campaign of 1884 Mr. Oglesby was
nominated for a "third term" as Executive of the

State of Illinois, against Carter H. Harrison, Mayor
of Chicago, nominated by the Democrats. Bf)tli

gentlemen "stumped " the State, and while the peo-

ple elected a Legislature which was a tie on a join;

ballot, as between the two parties, they gave the

jovial " Dick" Oglesby a majority of 15,018 for Gov-
ernor, and he was inaugurated Jan. 30, 1885. The
Legislature did not fully organize until this date, on
account of its equal division between the two main
parties and the consequent desperate tactics of ei- 1".

party to checkmate the latter in the organization of

the House.

Gov, Oglesby is a fine-appearing, affable man, wi.

regular, well defined features and rotund face. I.'.

stature he is a little above medium height, of a lar^e

frame and sjniewhat fleshy. His physical appear
ance is striking and preiiossessing, while his strai^^ht-

out, not to say bluff, manner and speech are wcl

calculated favorably to impress the average masses

Ardent in feeling and sirongly committed to the pol-

icies of liis party, he intensifies Republi;anisa:

among Republicans, while at the same time hisjovia.

and liberal manner prevents those of the opposite

party. from hating him.

He is quite an effective stump or;vtor. With vehe-

ment, passionate and scornful tone and gesture:;,

tremendous physical power, which in speaking he

exercises to the utmost; with frequent descents to

the grotesque; and with abundant homely compari-

sons or frontier figures, expressed in the broadest

vernacular and enforced with stentorian emphasis,

ho delights a promiscuous audience beyond measure
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';OHN Mc AUI.EY PALMER, Gov-

i^ ernor 1869-72, was born on

!= Engle Creek, Scott Co., Ky ,

\. Sept. 13, 1817. During his in-

^J) fancy, his father, who had been

a soldier in the war of 181 2, re-

moved to Christian Co., Ky.,

where lands were cheap. Here

the future Governor of the great

Prairie State spent his childhood

and received such meager school-

ing as the new and sparsely set-

tled country afforded. To this

he added materially by diligent

reading, for which he evinced an

eaily aptitude. His father, an ardent Jackson man,

was also noted for his anti-slavery sentiments, which

he thoroughly impressed upon his children. In 183

1

he emigrated to Illinois, settling in Madison County.

Here the labor of improving a farm was pursued for

about two years, when the death of Mr. Palmer's

mother broke up the family. About this tmie Alton

College was opened, on the "manual labor " system,

and in the spring of 1834 young Palmer, with his

elder brother, Elihu, entered this school and remained

18 months. Next, for over three years, he tried

variously coopering, peddling and school-teaching.

Duiing the summer of 1838 he formed the ac-

quain'ance of Stephen A. Douglas, then making his

first canvass for Congress. Young, eloquent and in

political accord with Mr. Palmer, he won his confi-

dence, fired his ambition and fixed his purpose. The

following winter, while teaching near Canton, he be-

gan to devote his spare time to a desultory readmg

of la.v, and in the spring entered a law office at Car-

linviUe, making his home with his elder brother,

Elihu. (The latter was a learned clergyman, of con-

siderable orginality of thought and doctrine.) On

the next meeting of the Supreme Court he was ad-

mitted to the Bar, Douglas l)eing one of his e.xaminers.

He was not immediately successful in his profession,

and would have located elsewhere than Carlin villa

had he the requisite means. Thus his early poverty

was a blessing in disguise, for to it he now attributes

the success of his life.

From 1839 on, while he diligendy pursued his

profession, he participated more or less in local

politics. In 1843 he became Probate Judge. Ir

1847 he was elected to the State ConsUtutional Con

vention, where he took a leading part. In 1852 lu

was elected to the State Senate, and at the special

session of February, 1854, true to the anti-slaverj

sentiments bred in him, he took a firm stand in op

position to the repeal of the Missouri Compromise,

and when the Nebraska question became a party

issue he refused to receive a re-nomination for thi

Senatorship at the hands of the Democracy, issuini

a circular to that effect. A few weeks afterward.
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however, hesitating to break with his party, he par-

ticipated in a Congressional Convention which nomi-

T. L. Harris against Richard Yates, and which

unqualifiedly approved the principles of the Kansas-

Nebraska act. But later in the campaign he made

the plunge, ran for the Senate as an Anti-Nebraska

Democrat, and was elected. The following winter

ne put in nomination for the ^United States Senate

Mr. Trumbull, and was one of the five steadfast men
who voted for him until all the Whigs came to their

support and elected their man.

In 1856 he was Chairman of the Republican State

Convention at Bloomington. He ran for Congress in

1859, but was defeated. In i860 he was Republican

Presidential Elector for the State at large. In 1861

he was appointed one of the five Delegates (all Re-

publicans) sent by Illinois to the peace congress at

Washington.

When the civil conflict broke out, he offered his

services to his country, and was elected Colonel of the

J4th 111. Vol. Inf., and participated in the engagements

at Island No. 10; at Farmington, where he skillfully

extricated his command from a dangerous position ;

at Stone River, where his division for several hours,

Dec. 31, 1862, held the advance and stood like a

rock, and for his gallantry there he was made Major

General; at Chickamauga, where his and Van Cleve's

divisions for two hours maintained their position

when they were cut off by overpowering ntimbers.

Under Gen. Sherman, he was assigned to the 14th

Army Corps and participated in the Atlanta campaign.

At Peach-Tree Creek his prudence did much to avert

disaster. In February, 1865, Gen. Palmer was as-

signed to the military administration of Kentucky,

which was a delicate post. That State was about

half rebel and half Union, and those of the latter

element were daily fretted by the loss of their slaves.

He, who had been bred to the rules of common law,

trembled at the contemplation of his extraordinary

power over the persons and property of his fellow

men, with which he was vested in his capacity as

military Governor ; and he exhibited great caution in

the execution of the duties of his post.

Gen. Palmer was nominated for Governor of Illi-

nois by the Republican State Convention which met

at Peoria May 6, 1868, and his nomination would

probably have been made by acclamation had he not

oersistenlly declared that he could not accept a can-

didature for the office. The result of the ensuing

election gave Mr. Palmer a majority of 44,707 over

John R. Eden, the Democratic nominee.

On the meeting of the Legislature in January,

1S69, tlie first thing to arrest public attention was

that portion of the Governor's message which took

broad Slate's rights ground. This and some minor

paints, whi;h were more in keeping with the Demo-

cratic sentiment, constituted the entering wedge fjr

the criticisms and reproofs he afterward received

from the Republican party, and ultimately resulted

in his entire aleniation from the latter element. The
Legislature just referred to was noted for the intro-

duction of numerous bills in the interest of private

parties, which were embarrassing to the Governor.

Among the public acts passed was that which limited

railroad charges for passenger travel to a maximum
of three cents per mile ; and it was passed over the

Governor's veto. Also, they passed, over his veto,

the "tax-grabbing law" to pay railroad subscriptions,

the Chicago Lake Front bill, etc. The new State

Constitution of 1870, far superior to the old, was a

peaceful " revolution" which took place during Gov.

Palmer's term of office. The suffering caused by the

great Chicago Fire of October, 1871, was greatly

alleviated by the prompt responses of his excellency.

Since the expiration of Gov. Palmers 's term, he has

been somewhat prominent in Illinois politics, and

has been talked of by many, especially in the Dem-
ocratic party, as the best man in the State for a

United States Senator. His business during life has

been that of the law. Few excel him in an accurate

appreciation of the depth and scope of its principles-

The great number of his able veto messages abun-

dantly testify not only this but also a rare capacity to

point them out. He is a logical and cogent reasoner

and an interesting, forcible and convincing speaker,

though not fluent or ornate. Without brilliancy, his

dealings are rather with facts and ideas than with

appeals to passions and prejudices. He is a patriot

and a statesman of very high order. Physically he is

above the medium height, of robust frame, ruddy

complexion and sanguine-nervous temperament. He
has a large cranial development, is vivacious, social

in disposition, easy of approach, unostentatious in his

habits of life, democratic in his habits and manners

and is a true American in his fundamental principle.*

of statesmanship.
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OHN LOWRiE BEVER-
IDGE, (jovernor 1 87 3-6, was

born ill the town of Green-

wich, Washington Co., N. Y.,

July 6, 1824. His parents

were George and Ann Bever-

idge. His father's parents, An-

drew and Isabel Bcveridge, be-

fore their marriage emigrated

from Scotland just before the

Revolutionary War, settling in

Washington County. His father

was the eldest of eight brothers, the

youngest of whom was 60 years of

age when the first one of the num-

ber died. His mother's parents,

James and Agnes Hoy, emigrated

from Scotland at the close of the

Revolutionary War, settling also in

Washington Co., N. Y., with their

first-born, whose " native land "was

the wild ocean. His parents and

grandparents lived beyond the time

allotted to man, their average age

being over So years. They belonged to the "Asso-

ciate Church," a seceding Presbyterian body of

America from the old Scotch school ; and so rigid

was the training of young Beveridge that he never

heard a ssrmon from any other minister except that

of his own denoujination until he was in his 19th

year. Later in life he became a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, which relation he still

holds.

Mr. Beveridge received a good common-school ed-

ucation, but liis parents, who could obtain a livelihood

only by rigid economy and industry, could not send

him away to college. He was raised upon a farm,

and was in his tSth year when the family removed

to De Kalb County, this State; when that section was

very sparsely settled. Chicago had less than 7,000

inhabitants. In this wild West he continued as a

farm laborer, teaching school during the winter

months to supply the means of an education. In the

fall of 1842 he attended one term at the academy at

Granville, Putnam Co., 111., and subsequently several

terms at the Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris,

Ogle Co., 111., completing the academic course. At

this time, the fall of 1845, his parents and brothers

were anxious to have him go to college, even though

he had not money sufficient; but, njt wilhng to bur-

den the family, he packed his trunk and with only

$40 in money started South to seek his fortune
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Poor, alone, without friends and influence, he thus

entered upon the battle of life.

First, he taught school in Wilson, Overton and

Jackson Cos., Tenn., in which experience he under-

went considerable mental drill, both in book studies

and in the ways of the world. He read law and was

admitted to the Bar, in the South, but did not learn

to love the institution of slavery, although he ad-

mired many features of Southern character. In De-

cember, 1847, he returned North, and Jan. 20, 1848,

he married Miss Helen M. Judson, in the old Clark-

Street M. E. church in Chicago, her father at thai

time being Pastor of the society there. In the spring

of 1S48 he returned with his wife to Tennessee,

where his two children. Alia May and Philo Judson,

were born.

In the fall of 1849, through the mismanagement

of an associate, he lost what little he had accumu-

lated and was left in debt. He soon managed to

earn means to pay his debts, returned to De Kalb

Co., 111., and entered upon the practice of his pro-

fession at Sycamore, the county seat. On arrival

from the South he had but one-quarter of a dollar in

money, and scanty clothing and bedding for himself

and family. He borrowed a little money, practiced

^aw, worked in public offices, kept books for some of

the business men of the town, and some railroad en-

gineering, till the spring of 1854, when he removed

to Evanston, 12 miles north of Chicago, a place then

but recently laid out, under the supervision of the

Northwestern University, a Methodist institution.

Of the latter his father-in-law was then financial

agent and business manager. Here Mr. Beveridge

prospered, and the next year (1855) opened a law

office in Chicago, where he found the battle some-

what hard; but he persevered with encouragement

and increasing success.

Aug. 12, 1861, his law partner, Gen. John F.

Farnsworth, secured authority to raise a regiment of

cavalry, and authorized Mr. Beveridge to raise a

company for it. He succeeded in a few days in rais-

ing the company, of course enlisting himself along

with it. The regiment rendezvoused at St. Charles,

HI., was mustered in Sept. iS, and on its organiza-

tion Mr. B. was elected Second Major. It was at-

tached, Oct. II, to the Eighth Cavalry and to the

Army of the Potomac. He served with the regiment

until November, 1863, participating in some 40 bat-

tles and skirmishes : was at Fair Oaks, the seven days'

fight around Richmond, Fredericksburg, Chancellors-

ville and Gettysburg. He commanded the regiment

the greater part of the summer of 1863, and it was while

lying in camp this year that he originated the policy

of encouraging recruits as well as the fighting capac-

ity of the soldiery, by the wholesale furlough system.

It worked so well that many other officers adopted

it. In the fall of this year he recruited anothercom-

pany, ' against heavy odds, in January, 1864, was

commissioned Colonel of the 17 th 111. Cav., and

skirmished around in Missouri, concluding with the

reception of the surrender of Gen. Kirby Smith's

army in Arkansas. In 1865 he commanded various

sub-districts in the Southwest. He was mustered

out Feb. 6, 1866, safe from the casualties of war and

a stouter man than when he first enlisted. His men
idolized him.

He then returned to Chicago, to practice law, with

no library and no clientage, and no political experi-

ence except to help others into office. In the fall of

1866 he was elected Sheriff of Cook County, serving

one term; next, until November, 1870, he practiced

law and closed up the unfinished business of his

office. He was then elected State Senator; in No-

vember, 187 1, he was elected Congressman at large;

in November, 1872, he was elected Lieutenant Gov-

ernor on the ticket with Gov. Oglesby; the latter be-

ing elected to the U. S. Senate, Mr. Beveridge became

Governor, Jan. 2t, 1873. Thus, inside of a few

weeks, he was Congressman at large, Lieutenant

Governor and Governor. The principal events oc-

curring during Gov. Beveridge's administration were:

The completion of the revision of the statutes, begun

in 1869; the partial success of the "farmers' move-

ment;" " Haines' Legislature " and Illinois' exhibit at

the Centennial.

Since the close of his gubernatorial term ex-Gov.

Beveridge has been a member of tlie firm of Bever-

idge & Dewey, bankers and dealers in commercial

paper at 71 Dearborn Street (McCormick Block),

Chicago, and since November, 1881, he has also been

Assistant United States Treasurer • office in the

Government Building. His residence is still at Ev-

anston.

He has a brother and two sisters yet residing in

De Kalb County—James H. Beveridge, Mrs. Jennet

Henry and Mrs. Isabel French.
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HELBY M. CULLOM, Gover-

nor 1S77-83, ib the sixth child

of the late Richard N. Cullom,

and was bora Nov. 22, 1S29, in

Wayne Co., Ky., where his fa-

ther then resided, and whence

both the Illinois and Tennessee

branches of the family originated. In

the following year the family emi-

grated to the vicinity of Washington,

Tazewell Co., 111., when that sectiork

was very sparsely settled. They lo-

cated on Deer Creek, in a grove at

the time occupied by a party of In-

dians, attracted there by the superior

hunting and fishing afforded in that

vicinity. The following winter was

known as the " hard winter," the snow being very

deep and lasting and the weather severely cold; and

t'ue family had to subsist mainly on boiled corn or

hominy, and some wild game, for several weeks. In

the course of time Mr. R. N. Cullora became a prom-

inent citizen and was several times elected to the

Legislature, both before and after the removal of the

capital from Vandalia to Springfield. He died about

'873-

Until about 19 years of age young Cullom grew up

to agricultural pursuits, attending school as he had

'opportunity during the winter. Within this time,

ov/ever, he spent several months teachino' school,

=-=4-

and in the following summer he "broke prairie "with

an ox team for the neighbors. With the money ol)-

tained by these various ventures, he undertook a

course of study at the Rock River Seminary, a

Methodist institution at Mt. Morris, Ogle County:

but the sudden change to the in-door life of a stu-

dent told severely upon his health, and he was taken

home, being considered in a hopeless condition. While

at Mt. Morris he heard Hon. E. B. Washburne make
his first speech.

On recovering health, Mr. Cullom concluded to

study law, under the instruction of Abraham Lincoln,

at Springfield, who had by this time attained some

notoriety as an able lawyer ; but the latter, being ab-

sent from his office most of the time, advised Mr.

Cullom to enter the office of Stuart & Edwards.

After about a year of study there, however, his health

failed again, and he was obliged to return once more

to out-door life. Accordingly he bought hogs for

packing, for A. G. Tyng, in Peoria, and while he re-

gained his health he gained in purse, netting $400 in

a few weeks. Having been admitted to the Bar, he

went to Springfield, where he was soon elected City

Attorney, on the .\nti-Nebraska ticket.

In 1856 he ran on the Fillmore ticket as a Presi-

dential Elector, and, although failing to be elected as

such, he was at the same time elected a Representa-

tive in the Legislature from Sangamon County, by a

local coalition of the American and Republican par-

ties. On the organization of the Hoase, he received

the vote of the Fillmore men for Speaker. Practicir^
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law until i860, he was again elected to the Legisla-

ture, as a Republican, while the county went Denio-

cmtic on the Presidential ticket. In January follow-

ing he was elected Speaker, probably the youngest

man who had ever presided over an Illinois Legis-

lature. After the session of 1861, he was a candidate

for the State Constitutional Convention called for

that year, but was defeated, and thus escaped tlie

disgrace of being connected with that abortive party

scheme to revolutionize the State Government. In

1862 he was a candidate for the State Senate, but

was defeated. The same year, however, he was ap-

pointed by President Lincoln on a Government

Commission, in company with Gov. Boutwell of

Massachusetts and Cnarles A. Dana, since of the

New York Sun, to investigate the affairs of the

Quartermaster's and Commissary Departments at

Cairo. He devoted several months to this duty.

In 1864 he enteied upon a larger political field,

being nominated as the Republican candidate lor

Congress from the Eighth (Springfield) District, in

opposition to the incumbent, JohnT. Stuart, who had

been elected in 1862 by about 1,500 majority over

Leonard Swett, then of Bloomington, now of Chicago.

The result was the election of Mr. Cullom in Novem-
ber following by a majority of 1,785. In 1866 he

was re-elected to Congress, over Dr. E. S. Fowler, by

the magnificent majority of 4 103! In 1868 he was

again a candidate, defeating the Hon. B. S. Edwards,

another of his old preceptors, by 2,884 votes.

Daring his first term in Congress he served on the

Committee on Foreign Affairs and Expenditures in

the Treasury Department; in his second term, on

the Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Territories

;

and in his third term he succeeded Mr. Ashley, of

Oliio, to the Chairmanship of the latter. He intro-

duced a bill in the House, to aid in the execution of

law in Utah, which caused more consternation among
the Mormons than any measure had previously, but

which, though it passed the House, failed to pass the

Senate.

The Republican Convention which met May 25,

1876, nominated Mr. Cullom for Governor, while the

other contestant was Gov. Beveridge. For Lieuten-

ant-Governor they nominated Andrew Shuman, editor

of the Chicago Journal. For the same offices the

Democrats, combining with the Anti-Monopolists,

elaced in nomination Lewis Steward, a wealthy

farmer and manufacturer, and A. A. Glenn. The
result of the election was rather close, Mr. Cullom

obtaining only 6,800 majority. He was inaugurated

Jan. 8, 1877.

Great depression prevailed in financial circles at

this time, as a consequence of the heavy failures of

1873 and afterward, the effect of which had seemed

to gather force from that time to the end of Gov.

CuUom's first administration. This unspeculative

period was not calculated to call forth any new

issues, but the Governors energies were at one time

put to task to quell a spirit of insubordination that

had been begun in Pittsburg, Pa., among the laboring

classes, and transferred to Illinois at Chicago, East

St. Louis and Braidwood, at which places laboring

men for a short time refused to work or allow others

to work. These disturbances were soon quelled and

the wheels of industry again set in motion.

In May, 1880, Gov. Cullom was re-nominated by

the Republicans, against Lyman Trumbull, by the

Democrats; and although the former party was some-

what handicapped in the campaign by a zealous

faction opposed to Grant for President and to Grant

men for office generally, Mr. Cullom was re-elected

by about 314,565, to 277,532 forthe Democratic State

ticket. The Greenback vote at the same tnne was

about 27,000. Both Houses of the Legislature again

became Republican, and no representative of the'

Greenback or Socialist parties were elected. Gov.

Cullom was inaugurated Jan. 10, 1S81. In his mes-

sage he announced that the last dollar of the State

debt had been provided for.

March 4, 1883, the term of David Davis as United

States Senator from Illinois expired, and Gov. Cul-

lo 11 was chosen to succeed him. This promoted

Lieutenant-Governor John M. Hamilton to the Gov-

ernorship. Senator CuUom's term in the United

St.'rtes Senate will expire March 4, 1889.

As a practitioner oflaw Mr. C. has been a member
of the firm of Cullom, Scholes & Mather, at Spring-

field; and he has also been President of the State

National Bank.

He has been married twice,—the first time Dec.

li!, 1855, to Miss Hannah Fisher, by whom he had

l\<o daughters; and the second time May 5, 1863,

to Julia Fisher. Mrs. C is a member of the Method-

isl Episcopal Church, with which religious body Mi,

C. is also in sympathy.
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OHN MARSHALL HAMIL-
TON, Governor 188-5-5, ^^^

born May 28, 1847, in a log

house upon a farm about two

miles from Richwood, Union

County, Ohio. His father was

>amuel Hamilton, the eldest son

1 Rev. Wni. Hamilton, who, to-

other with his brother, ihe Rev.

*> Samuel Hamilton, was among the

early pioneer Methodist preachers in

Ohio. The mother of the subject of

this sketch was, before her marriage,

Mrs. Nancy McMorris, who was

born and raised in Fauquier or Lou-

doun County, Va., and related to the

two large families of Youngs and Marshalls, well

known in that commonwealth; and from the latter

family name was derived the middle name of Gov.

Hamilton.

In Match, 1854, Mr. Hamilton's father sold out

his little pioneer forest home in Union County, O.,

and, loading his few household effects and family

(of six children) into two emigrant covered wagons,

moved to Roberts Township. Marshall Co., 111., being

2 1 days on the route. Swamps, unbridged streams

and innumerable hardships and privations met them
on their way. Their new home had been previously

selected by the father. Here, after many long years

of toil, they succeeded in payii.g for the land and
.(laking a comfor'^'^'" home. John was, of course,

brought up to hard manual labor, with i]0 schooling

excejjt three or four months in the year at a common
coimtry school. However, he evinced a capacity

and taste for a high order of self-education, by

studying or reading what books be could borrow, as

the family had but very few in tlie house. Much of

his study he prosecuted by the light of a log fire in

the old-fashioned chimney place. The financial

panic of 1857 caused the family to come near losing

their home, to pay debts ; but the father and two
sons, William and John, "buckled to'' and perse-

vered in hard labor and economy until they redeemed
their place from the mortgage.

When the tremendous excitement of the uolitical

campaign of i860 reached the neigliborhood of Rob-
erts Township, young Hamilton, who had been

brought up in the doctrine of anti-slavery, took a zeal-

ous part in favor of Lincoln's election. Making special

efforts to procure a little money to buy a uniform, he

joined a company of Lincoln Wide-Awakes at Mag-
nolia, a village not far away. Directly after the

ensuing election it became evident that trouble

would ensue with the South, and this VVide-Awake

company, like many others throughout the country,

kept up its organization and transformed itself into a

military company. During the ensuing summer they

met often for drill and became proficient ; but when
they offered themselves for the war, young Hamilton
was rejected on account of his youth, he being then

but 14 years of age. During the winter of 1863-4 lie

attended an academy at Henry, Marshall County,
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and ill the following May he again enlisted, for the

fourth time, when he was placed in the 141st HI.

Vol Inf., a regiment then being raised at Elgin, 111.,

for the 100-day service. He took with him 13 other

lads from his neighborhood, for enlistment in the

service. This regiment operated in Southwestern

Kentucky, for about five months, under Gen. Paine.

The following winter, 1864-5, ^''- Hamilton taught

school, and during the two college years 1865-7, he

went through three years of the curriculum of the

Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio. The
third year he graduated, the fourth in a class of 46,

in the classical department. In due time he received

the degree of M. A. For a few months he was the

Principal of Marshall " College " at Henry, an acad-

emy under the auspices of the M. E. Church. By
this time he had commenced the study of law, and

after earning some money as a temporary Professor

of Latin at the Illinois Wesleyan University at

Bloomington, he entered the law office of Weldon,

Tipton & Benjamin, of that city. Each member of

this firm has since been distinguished as a Judge.

Admitted to the Bar in May, 1870, Mr. Hamilton

was given an interest in the same firm, Tipton hav-

ing been elected Judge. In October following he

formed a partnership with J. H. Rowell, at that time

Prosecuting Attorney. Their business was then

small, but they increased it to very large proportions,

practicing in all grades of courts, including even the

U. S. Supreme Court, and this partnership continued

unbroken until Feb. 6, 1883, when Mr. Hamilton

was sworn in as E.\ecut;ve of Illinois. On the 4th

of March following Mr. Rowell took his seat in Con-

gress.

In July, 187 I, Mr. Hamilton married Miss Helen

M. Williams, the daughter of Prof. Wm. G, Williams,

Professor of Greek in the Ohio Wesleyan University.

Mr. and Mrs. H. have two daughters and one son.

In 1876 Mr. Hamilton was nominated by the Re-

publicans for the State Senate, over other and older

competitors. He took an active part " on the stump
"

in the campaign, for the success of his party, and was

elected by a majority of 1,640 over his Democratic-

Greenback opponent. In the Senate he served on

the Cominittees on Judiciary, Revenue, State Insti-

tutions, Appropriations, Education, and on Miscel-

lany ; and during the contest for the election of a

U. S. Senator, the Republicans endeavoring to re-

elect John A. Logan, he voted for the war chief on

every ballot, even alone when all the other Republi-

cans had gone over to the Hon. E. B. Lawrence and

the Democrats and Independents elected Judg?

D.ivid Davis. At this session, also, was passed the

first Board of Health and Medical Practice act, of

which Mr. Hamilton was a champion, againc' ra

much opposition that the bill was several times

"laid on the table." Also, this session authorized

the location and establishment of a southern peni-

tentiary, which was fixed at Chester. In the session

of 1879 Mr. Hamilton was elected President /r(7/i'»z.

of the Senate, and was a zealous supporter of John

A. Logan for the U. S. Senate, who was this time

elected without any trouble.

In May, 1880, Mr. Hamilton was nominated on

the Republican ticket for Lieutenant Governor, his

principal competitors before the Convention being

Hon. Wm. A. James, ex-Speaker of the House of

Representatives, Judge Robert Bell, of '^''abash

County, Hon. T. T. Fountain, of Perry County, and

Hon. M. M. Saddler, of Marion County. He engaged

actively in the campaign, and his ticket was elected

by a majority of 41,200. As Lieutenant Governor,

he presided almost continuously over the Senate in

the 32d General Assembly and during the early days

of the 33d, until he succeeded to the Governorship.

When the Legislature of 1883 elected Gov. Cullom

to the United States Senate, Lieut. Gov. Hamilton

succeeded him, under the Constitution, taking the

oath of office Feb. 6, 1883. He bravely met all the

annoyances and embarrassments incidental upon

taking up another's administration. The principal,

events with which Gov. Hamilton was connected as

the Chief Executive of the State were, the mine dis-

aster at Braidwood, the riots in St. Clair and Madison

Counties in May, 1883, the appropriations for the

State militia, the adoption of the Harper high-license

liquor law, the veto of a dangerous railroad bill, etc.

The Governor was a Delegate at large to the

National Republican Convention at Chicago in June,

1884, where his first choice for President was John

A. Logan, and second choice Chester A. Arthur; but

he afterward zealously worked for the election of Mr.

Blaine, true to his party.

Mr. Hamilton's term as Governor expired Jan. 30,

1885, when the great favorite " Dick " Oglesby was

inaugurated.
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YdSEPII WILSON FIFER. This

distinguished gentleman was

jS*^ elected Governor of Illinois

,i,.'= November 6, 1888. He was

popularly known during the

campaign as ''Private Joe." He

had served with great devotion

to his country during the Re-

bellion, in the Thirty-third

Illinois Infantry. A native of

Virginia, he was born in 1840.

His parents, John and Marj'

(Daniels) Fifer, were American

born, though of German de-

scent. His fatlier was a brick

and stone mason, and an old

in politics. John and Mary

Fifer iiad nine children, o( whom Joseph was tlie

sixth, and naturally, with so large a family, it was

all tlse father could do to keep the wolf from the

door, to say nothing of giving his children an}'-

thing like good educational advantages.

Joseph attended school for a while in Virgina,

but it was not a good school, and when his fatlier

removed to the West, in 1857, Joseph had not ad-

vanced much further than the "First Reader."

Our subject was sixteen th(m and suffered a gieat

misfor'une in the loss of his mother. After the

Henry Clay Whis

death of Mrs. Fifei', which occurred in Missouri,

the family returned to Virgina, but remained only

a short time, as during the same year Mr. Fifer

came to Illinois. He settled in McLean County
and started a brickyard. Here Joseph and his

brothers were put to work. The elder ^Slr. Fifer soon

bought a farm near Bloomington and began life

as an agriculturist. Here Joe worked and attended

the neighboring school. He alternated farm-work,

and brick-laying, going to the district school for

the succeeding few years. It was all work and no

play for Joe, yet it by no means made a dull boy

of liim. All the time he was thinking of the great

world outside, of which he had caught a glimpse

when coming from Virginia, yet he did not know
just how he was going to get out into it. He
could not feel that the woods around the new farm

and the log cabin, in wliicii the family lived, were

to hold him.

The opportunity to get out into the world was

soon offered to j'oung Joe. He traveled a dozen

miles barefoot, in company with his brotiier George,

and enlisted in Company C, Thirty-third Illinois

Infantr}', he being then twentj' years old. In a

few da^-s, the regiment was sent to Camp Butler,

and then over into Missouri, and saw some vigor-

ous service there. After a second time helping to

chase Price out of Missouri, the Thirty-tliird Regi-
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ment went down to Milliken 's Bend, and for several

weeks "Private Joe" worked on Grant's famous

ditch. Tlie regiment tlien joined the forces oper-

ating against Port Gibson and Vicksburg. Joe

was on guard duty in the front ditches when the

flag of surrender was run up on the 4th of July,

and stuck tlie bayonet of his gun into the embank-

ment and went into the city with the vanguard of

Union soldiers.

The next day, July 5, the Thirty-third joined

the force after Johnston, who had been threatening

Grant's rear; and finally an assault was made on him

at Jackson, Miss. In this charge "Private Joe" fell,

terribly wounded. He was loading his gun, when

a minie-ball struck him and passed entirely

through his body. He was regarded as mortally

wounded. His brother, George, who had been

made a Lieutenant, proved to be the means of sav-

ing liis life. The Surgeon told him that unless he

had ice his brother could not live. It was fift3' miles

to the nearest point wliere ice could be obtained,

and the roads were rough. A comrade, a McLean

Count}' man, who had been wounded, offered to

make the trip. An ambulance was secured and

the brother soldier started on the journey. He re-

turned with the ice, but the trip, owing to the

roughness of the road, was very hard on him. Af-

ter a few months' careful nursing, Mr. Fifer was able

to come home. The Thirty-third came home on a

furlough, and when the boys were ready to return

to the tented field, young Fifer was ready to go

with them, for he was determined to finish his

term of three years. He was mustered out in Oct-

ober, 1864, having been in the service three j'ears

and two months.

"Private Joe" came out of the army a tall, tan-

ned, and awkward j'oung man of twenty-four.

About all he possessed was ambition to be some-

body—and pluck. Tliough at an age when most

men liave finished their college course, the j'oung

soldier saw that if he was to be anybody he must

have an education. Yet he had no means to ena-

ble him to enter school as most young m«n do.

He was determined to have an education, however,

and tliat to him meant success. For the following

four years he struggled with liis books. He en-

tered Weslej'an University Januarj^ 1, 1865. He
was not a brilliant student, being neitlier at the

licad nor at llie foot of his class. He was in great

earnest, however, studied hard and came forth with

a well-stored and disciplined mind.

Immediately after being graduated, he entered

an olliee at Bloomington as a law student. He

had previously read law a little, and as he continued

to work hard, with the spur of poverty and prompt-

ings of ambition ever with him, he was ready to

hang out his professional shingle in 1869. Being

trustworthy, he soon gathered about him some in-

fluential friends. In 1871 he was elected Corpora-

tion Counsel of Bloomington. In 1872 he was

elected State's Attornej- of McLean County. This

office he held eight years, when he took his seat in

the State Senate. He served for four j'ears. His

ability to perform abundance of hard work made

him a most valued member of the Legislature.

Mr. Fifer was married in 1870 to Gertie, daugh-

ter of William J. Lewis, of Bloomington. Mr. Fifer

is six feet in height and is spare, weigliing only one

hundred and fifty pounds. He lias a swarthy com-

plexion, keen black eyes, quick movement, and pos-

sesses a frank and S3'mpatlietic nature, and natur-

lly makes friends wherever he goes. During the

late gubernatorial campaign his visits throughout

the State proved a great power in his behalf. His

faculty of winning the confidence and good wishes

of those with whom he comes in personal contact

is a source of great popularity, especially during a

political battle. As a speaker he is fluent, his lan-

guage is good, voice clear and agreeable, and man-

ner forcible. His manifest earnestness in wh.at he

says, as well as his tact as a public speaker, and his

eloquent and forceful language, make hira a most

valuable campaign orator and a powerful pleader

at the bar. At the Republican State Convention,

held in May, 1888, Mr. Fifer was chosen as its

candidate for Governor. He proved a popular

nominee, and the name of "Private Joe" became

familiar to ever3'one throughout the State. He

waged a vigorous campaign, was elected by a good

majority, and in due time assumed the duties of

the Chief Executive of Illinois.



U8RARY

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

URBANA



^/^ f. (Zcr^crcf



GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS. 187

John
.^ C^5^ /""^' r. ALTGELD, the present

Governor of Illinois, is a native

of Prussia, born in IS-tS. Shortly

nfter his birth his parents emi-

urated to America, locating on

a farm near Mansfield, Ohio.

When but a mere lad, 30ung

Altgeld had to walk from the

farm to Mansfield with butter,

eggs and garden produce, which

he peddled from house to house.

About 1856, his parents moved

to the city of Mansfield, and for

a time our subject was engaged

morning and evening in driv-

ing cattle to and from the pas-

tiwe, a distance of eight miles. When fourteen

years of age he hired out as a farm hand, and con-

tinued in that avocation the greater part of his

time until he was sixteen years of age, when he

enlisted in Company C, One Hundred and Sixty-

fourth Ohio Infantry, and served until the close of

the war. On being mustered in, the regiment was

sent to Washington and was actively engaged in

the various campaigns in and around that city

until the surrender of Lee. In the fall of 1864,

young Altgeld was taken sick, while with his regi-

ment in the front, and the surgeon desired to send

him to a hospital in Washington; but he asked to

be allowed to remain with the regiment, and soon

recovering from his sickness was actively engaged

until the close of the war. He was mustered out

at Columbus, Ohio, in the spring of 1865. The

succeeding summer he worked with his father on

a farm, during which time he became connected

with the Sunday-school and was given charge of

the Bible class. Before entering the army he had

but very limited educational advantages, having

attended school but a part of two summers and

one winter. He had at home, however, studied

the German language and had become familiar

with some German authors. Determining to fit

himself for a useful life, he resolved to attend a

select school at Lexington, Ohio, and in a little

eight-b3'-ten room, meagrely furnished, he kept

"bachelor's hall," and in time was so far advanced

that he secured a certificate as teacher, and for

two j-ears was engaged in that profession. At the

end of that time he left home and traveled exten-

sively over the country, working at odd jobs, un-

til he finally reached Savannah, Mo., where he en-

tered a law office, and in 1870 was admitted to the

Bar. In the fall of 1872, he ran as Prosecuting

Attorney for Andrews Country, ]\Io., and was de-

feated by four votes. He ran again in 1874 and

was elected. But life in the small town of Savan-

nah was a little too monotonous for him, and he

determined to locate in Chicago. In October,
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1875, be resigned the office of Prosecuting Attor-

ney, moved to Cliicago, r.nd at once commenced

the practice of law. For some years after he had

but little to do with politics, confining himself to

his piactice and dealing in real estate. One year

after his arrival in Chicago he found himself with-

out a dollar, and in debt some $400. By a streak of

good luck, as it might be termed, he won a case in

court, from which he received a fee of $900, and

after pa3'ing his debt he had $500 left, which he

invested in real estate. This venture proved a

successful one, and from that time on tlie profits

of one transaction were invested in others, and

to-day he is numbered among the millionaire resi-

dents of the great metropolis of the West.

In 1884, Mr. Altgeld was nominated for Con-

gress, but was defeated by three thousand votes.

In 1886, he was nominated and elected Judge of

the Superior Court of Cook Count}'. His services

as Judge were such as to commend him to the peo-

ple. Early in the year 1892, by the solicitation of

many friends, he announced himself as a candi-

date for Governor. At the convention held

April 27, he received the nomination and at once

entered upon an active canvass. Alone, he traveled

all over the entire State, and visited and consulted

with the leading politicians of every section. He
made few public speeches, however, until near the

close of the campaign, but it was very evident that

he was master of the situation at all times. When
the votes were counted at the close of election

day, it was found that he had a majority of the

votes, and so became the first Democratic Governor

of Illinois since 1856.

Born in poverty, alone, single-handed and un-

aided, he faced the world, and with a determina-

tion to succeed, he pressed forward, until to-day he

has a National reputation, and is the envied of

manj'. The lesson of his life is worthy of careful

study by the young, and shows what can be done

by one who has the desire in his heart to attain a

front rank among the noted men of the country.

t*^
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'HE time has arrived when it

becomes tlie duty of the

people of this county to per-

petuate the names of their

pioneers, to furnish a record

of their early settlement,

and relate the story of their

progress. The civilization of our

day, the enlightenment of the age

and the duty that men of the pres-

ent time owe to their ancestors, to

themselves and to their posterity,

demand that a record of their lives

and deeds should be made. Inbio-

" r.)s^ y!i'f
' graphical history is found a power

^^^paV" to instruct man by precedent, to

IJL/V'V-J? enliven the mental faculties, and
to waft down the river of time a

safe vessel in which the names and actions of the

people who contributed to raise this country from its

primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly

the great and aged men, who in their jiriine entered

the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their

heritage, are passing to tlieir graves. The number re-

maining wlio can relate the incidents of tlie first days
of settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser-

vation of events without delay, before all the early

settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time.
To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind

from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough,

in spite of their best works and the most earnest

efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of

their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion

and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor-

tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed.

ThT pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the

names and deeds of their great rulers./* The exhu-
mations made by the archeologists of Egy|)t from

buried Men: phis indicate a desire of those people

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements.
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the

Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu-
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their

great achievements and carry them down the ages.

It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling

up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea

—

to leave so^iiething to show that they had lived. All

tliese works, though many of them costly in the ex-
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac-
ters of those whose memory they were intended to

perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity;

the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum-
bling into dust.

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli-

gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating
a full history—immutable in that it is almost un-
limited in extent and perpetual in its action ; and
this is through the art of printing.

To the present generation, however, we are in-

debted for the introduction of the admirable system
of local biography. By this system every man, thougV
he has not achieved what the world calls greatness,

has the means to perpetuate his life, his history,

ihrougli the coming ages.

The scythe of Time cuts down all ; nothing of the

physical man is left. The monument whicli his chil-

dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme-
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his

life, his achievements, tlie work he has accomplished,
which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated
by a record of this kind.

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col-

lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to

wait until they are dead, or until those who know
them are gone:.to do this we are ashamed only to

pulilish to the world the history of those whose live^

are unwcthy of public record.
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ON. MATTHEW HENRY PETERS. It has

been said that a liistory of a country is

best told in the lives .of its people. Espe-

cially is tliis true of a new country pos-

sessed of superior advantages for comfortable and

happy homes and the rapid development of a per-

manent civilization of a high order. There the man

of ahilit}, energy' and character finds scope for his

individuality and encouragement for the exercise

of those qualities that influence and direct and

leave a distinctive impress upon society. In such

a field the subject of this sketch, possessing the

qualifications alluded to above, has labored as a

journalist, merchant and legislator, and a leader

in military and civic societies, with a zeal, energy

and ability that have characterized his whole life

whether as soldier or civilian.

IMaj. Peters was born in Rhenish Bavaria, Ger-

many, June 6, 1843, and is a son of George and

Mar}' (Moock) Peters, who were also natives of

that countr_y. In the year of his birth, he was

brought to America by his parents, who landed in

New Orleans. The climate of that Southern city

proved uuhealthful, and witliin a year or two the

mother and two sisters of our subject died, leav-

ing the father with two small boys, a stranger in a

strange land, unable to speak the language of the

people among whom his lot had fallen. The ex-

pense of sickness and death soon exhausted the

father's limited resources, and when in a brief time

he fell a victim to that dread disease, yellow fever,

the little orphans were left without means or

friends to fight the battles of life as best they

might. Samuel, the j^ounger brother, was cared

for in an orphan asylum.

Matthew, then but ten vears of age, was taken

by an acqaintance to bring up. Instead of linding

the comforts of a good home and the tender care

of a humane and worthy guardian, the little

orphan fell a victim to the grasping cupidity of

a cruel and heartless monster. He was poorly

clad, nearly starved, beaten, and instructed in

criminal processes that would have done credit to

the Jew Fagan, made famous b}' the pen of Dick-

ens as the tutor of little Oliver Twist. This man
kept a small tailoring shop, where the boy was

compelled to work from early morn until ten or

eleven o'clock at night. A small slice of bread

three times a dav constituted his entire rations,

so that he never knew while there what it was

not to be hungry. Becoming desperate, he re-

solved to make his escape, feeling that any change

must be an improvement; so early one morning

in the winter of 1855-56 he, without the tradi-

tional bundle that the small apprentice is sup-

posed to carry when he runs away, made a start

for liberty and fortune. The rags on his back and

the welts and bruises under them were all he had

to take except a half-dollar that had been en-

trusted to his care overnight for market purposes.

Feeling that he could justly appropriate that

amountof capital in consideration of his unrequited

service and privation, he made the most of it by

soon getting something substantial with which to



192 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

satisfy a much-abused stomach. With fear and

trembling, he sought safety in a distant part of

the city. His nights were spent sleeping among

the cotton bales and sacks of coffee, or in otlier

places where rest could be secured. In the day-

time, he ran the streets, making a meal from any-

thing he could find that was edible, the waste

from partially decayed fruit and the refuse from

hotel tables being his principal fare.

In the succeeding March, by good fortune, the

little lad secured employment on a Mississippi

River steamboat as assistant cook, and for once in

many^years he was well fed. This change marked

an era of improvement in his fortune, for shortly

afterward a traveling gentleman, Henry S. Roberts,

attracted by the intelligent face of the boy and

learning his sad story, took a fancy to him and

offered him a liome. This kind offer was gladly

accepted, and in company with his new-found

friend, Mattliew went to Ohio. For a time

everytliing went well; lie made himself useful to

his benefactor and was given school advantages;

but misfortune again befell him with the death of

Mr. Roberts, which happened only a few weeks

after 3"oung Peters had found a home with him.

He left the boy with liis widowed mother, whose

kindness and motlierly love have found a full

recompense in a life-long devotion and care on the

part of the befriended boy. Since he lias grown

to manhood, Maj. Peters has given her a home in

liis family, where she is loved and revered as

though indeed his real mother. Mrs. Roberts has

now attained the remarkable age of one hundred

and one years, and while she lives no change will

be made in the Major's household that will cause

her any discomfort.

For five or six years after going to Ohio, young

Peters was employed in farm work and brick-

making. With the limited advantage he had had

in the way of schooling, he knew little of books,

but he possessed a desire for education and the

knowledge to be obtained by reading. He applied

himself earnestly to study in his spare hours and

often at night by the uncertain light from the

burning kiln that he was wateliing. By persistent

effort, having qualified himself for the position, he

engaged in teaching school, in which vocation he

was eminently successful, and at the same time

pursued his individual studies. He began teaching

in 1860 and would no doubt have continued in

that line of work several j-ears had not tlie Civil

War broken out the following spring. Patriotism

prompted him to abandon his chosen occupation

and to enter tlie military sei'vice of the Govern-

ment in defense of the Union.

On the •23d of April, 1861, Mr. Peters enlisted

as a private in the Jefferson Guards of .Springfield,

Company E, Sixteenth Ohio Infantrj', for three

months' service in response to the first call for

troops. His command was assigned to dutj- in

Virginia, and he participated in the battles of

Phiiippi, Laurel Hill and Carrick's Ford, at which

place tlie first Confederate general, Garnett, was

killed. Having served out the term of his enlist-

ment, our subject re-enlisted in December of the

same year at Xenia, Ohio, as a private of Company

F, Seventy-fourth Regiment, under Col. Granville

Moody, the fighting parson; Walter Crook, brother

of Gen. George Crook, of Indian notoriety, being

his Captain. At this time, Mr. Peters was made

Sergeant, soon afterward was chosen Lieutenant

by the companj' and was commissioned by Gov.

Todd of Oliio on the 7th of January, 1862. Dur-

'ing tliat year, he was in active service and parti-

cipated in all the battles and engagements in which

his regiment took part.

At the battle of Stone River, Tenn., December

31, 1862, our subject was severely wounded and

was thought to have been killed; indeed, was so re-

ported, his comrades being obliged to desert him

on the field. However, he received attention in

time and was eventually able to resume his post of

duty. He participated in Slierman's inarch to the

sea, including the successive battles of a hundred

days' duration before Atlanta. On the 9th of

May, 1864, Lieut. Peters, who had been made Ad-

jutant of the Seventy-fourth b}' his Colonel on the

reorganization of tlie regiment as veterans, was

again wounded, while charging a rebel battery on

Buzzard Roost Mountain, being struck by a frag-

ment of a shrapnel shot in the right leg. He was

left lying on the field two days. On the 13th of

July following, b}' the recommendation of his Col-

onel, he was commissioned Captain for "gallant
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and meritorious services." During the greater part

of that summer, he was confined to his hospital cot

by the serious nature of his wound, but as soon as

convalescent he rejoined his regiment in Savannah,

Ga., though very feeble. During tiie remainder of

the campaign, he was on active duty and partici-

pated in the closing battles of the war in the Car-

olinas under Sherman, lie took part in the battles

of Bentonville, Averyshoro and Greenville, N. C,
and the surrender of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, April

26, 186.'). The proudest day ot his military career

was enjoyed at the Grand Review of the armies

at Washington, May 24 and 25, 1865, when he was

detailed by Gen.ljeorge P. liuell, commanding the

brigade on his staff, as Assistant Inspector-(ieneral.

Capt. Peters was retained on Gen. Bueil's staff

until notified that his regiment was about to be

mustered out, when he asked to be relieved, re-

joined his comrades in their march homeward, and

was mustered out .luly 12, 1865. But just prior

to that happy event he was complimented b}' being

commissioned Major of his regiment, the regiment

in which he had enlisted as a private in the first

year of the war. The compliment was the more

gratefully received as it was unsought and came as

an appropriate recognition of merit and faithful

and gallant service in the field.

In April, 1866, Maj. Peters came to Watseka

and engaged in the hardware trade in companj'

with Alexander Archibald, but not finding the

business congenial to his taste he sold out to his

partner in the course of the year. In the S[;ring

of 1867, he opened the first book and stationery

store in Watseka,wliicli business he carried on with

marked success until November, 1879, when he

sold out to his worthy clerk, Henry H. Alter, who
had served him faithfuUj- for more than ten j'ears.

While engaged in the book and stationery busi-

ness, the Major, in December, 1872, a.ssumed con-

trol of the Iroquois Times, which for eighteen

months he conducted with ability and success,

making it a very desirable property. He then sold

the paper but repurchased it in June, 1878, and

continued its editor and proprietor until January

l,1891,when he sold out to its present proprietoi-s.

For fifteen j-ears he published that paper and made

its influence felt in Iroquois and adjoining coun-

ties as an enterprising and public-spirited journal,

that was always to be relied on to fearlesslj- up-

hold and advocate what its editor felt to be the

right, regardless of fear or favor.

The early political sentiments of Maj. Peters

were formed during the trying scenes of the Civil

War, when allegiance to the administration in

power seemed the only logical idea for a patriotic

soldier, and he became an earnest Republican. On
his return from the war he worked in harmony

with that party until the liberal movement of 1872

enlisted his sympathies and he followed the lead

of Horace Greeley' and other eminent Republicans

in opposition to the leaders of the old party. In

that year, he was nominated for Clerk of the Cir-

cuit Court of Iroquois County and received the

indorsement of the Democrats, but was defeated, al-

though by a largely reduced Republican majority.

In 1875, he was elected Mayor of Watseka, serving

two years very acceptably to its citizens,who again

elected him to that oftice in October, 1877, to fill

the unexpired term of the Hon. Franklin Blades,

who had resigned to accept the Circuit Judgeship.

In August, 1878, Maj. Peters received the nom-

ination for Representative to the Illinois Legisla-

ture at the hands of the Nationals, and in the fol-

lowing November was elected by a very flattering

majority. His course as a Legislator of the session

of the Thirt3'-first General Assembly was distin-

guished by an able and conscientious discharge of

duty, whereb3' he w(m the respect and esteem of

his fellow-members and the approbation of his

constituents. In 1884, he was the Democratic

candidate for State Senator, and in 1876 that

party's candidate for Congress. The opposition's

majority was too great to be overcome, although

he received a complimentaiy vote.

Military matters always i)ossessed a charm for

the Major, and his interest in that direction led to

his taking a foremost part in the organization of

the first militia company of Iroquois County, in

May, 1874. He was elected Captain. When under

the military law of the State the various compan-

ies were organized into regiments and battalions,

the Watseka Rifles were designated as Company A,

Ninth Battalion, Illinois National Guards, and Capt.

Peters was elected to command the battalion by
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the line officers who met at Champaign October 10,

1877, for that purpose, hence the later title of

Colonel.

On the 19th of June, 1867, Col. Peters was

united in marriage at Sycamore, 111., by the Rev.

J. T. Cook, of the Congregational Church, to Miss

Clara M. Lyon, a most estimable and accomplished

young lady. She was born in Ontario Count3',

N. Y., and is a daughter of Oliver and Matilda

(Hills) Lyon. The Colonel fortunately drew a

prize in the so-called lottery of marriage, Mrs.

Peters being a lady possessed of many excellencies

of character, refined, cultured and of an amiable

disposition; generous and public-spirited, active

and energetic, she exercises a strong influence for

good in the community that is so fortunate as to

enjoy her fellowship. They have one son, Arthur

Van Lisle, who was born May 10, 1886. Being an

only child tlie family naturally dote upon him as

their future hope and support, their solace and

comfort in declining years.

'Col. Peters is an active and honored member of

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, holding

membership with Iroquois Lodge No. 74, and Iro-

quois j;ncampment No. 81, of that order. He has

filled the chairs in each and has served as Repre-

sentative to the grand bodies of the fraternity.

He is also a prominent member of Watseka Lodge

No. 1086, K. of H., of which he is Past Dictator,

and has represented his lodge in the Grand Lodge

of the State, and in 1880 represented Illinois in the

Supreme Lodge of the United States. He is the

present Commander of Williams Post No. 25, G. A.

R., with which he has been connected since August

28, 1868, having served as its Commander many

terms and was its first Adjutant. The order of

the Knights of Pythias recognizes him as a Past

Chancellor Commander of Mon Ami Lodge No.

231. He is a member of the Illinois Commandery

of the military order of Loyal Legion, a select and

exclusive order of which to be a member is esteemed

a great honor. Col. Peters has been a member of the

society of the Array of the Cumberland since its

organization. He also belongs to Watseka Lodge

No. 446, A. F. ife A. M.; and Watseka Chapter No.

114,R.A. M. In addition to tlie above-named socie-

ties, he is a member of the Illinois Press Associa-

tion, with which he has been connected since 1874.

During the exciting, and to his party successful.

Presidential campaign of 1884, which resulted in

the election of Cleveland and Hendricks, Col.

Peters was Chairman of the Iroquois Democratic

Central Committee and did good work for the

party. In 1884, he erected the Times building in

Watseka, one of the most imposing structures in

that citj'. It is now occupied by the postoffice

Times oUice and law offices. The building is very

centrally located and is one of the subst.antial im-

provements of Watseka.

This sketch will serve to perpetuate the memory

of a worthy, public-spirited citizen, who has won

his wa}- from the condition of a waif bj' his own
unaided efforts and natural ability, through hard-

ships and privation to positions of honor and

trust, and to the assuied respect and esteem of all

who are familiar with his historj'.

AVID ALVIN OREBAUGH, a practic-

ing attorney of the Iroquois County Bar

and an enterprising young citizen of

Watseka, claims Ohio as the State of his

nativity. He was born in Hamilton Count}', on

the 8th of August, 1866, and is a son of Eli Ore-

baugh, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this

work. He attended the common schools of his

native State and afterwards pursued a course of

study in the National Normal University, located

in Lebanon, Ohio. In 1883, he came to Iroquois

County, 111., with his parents and was engaged in

farming and teaching for several years. Determin-

ing to engage in the practice of law, he pursued a

course of law study in the Illinois Wesleyan Uni-

versity at Bloomington, III., and was graduated

from that institution in the spring of 1890, and ad-

mitted to the Bar in Februarj-, 1891. TTntil June of

the same year he was employed in the Sheriff's office,

since which time he has been in the practice of his

profession at Watseka, being a law partner of C.

H. Payson, of that place.

On the 30th of June, 1891, Mr. Orebaugh was
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married in Bloomington, 111., to Miss Lillian E.

Wiley, a daugliter of John S. Wiley, Esq., formerly

of tliat place, now deceased, and a native of Mc-

Lean County, 111. Our subject is a promising

young lawyer, of good ability and studious habits,

and is sure in the near future to win an honorable

place in his chosen profession.

^^>-^<l

\/\//l living a retired life in Ona

W^ iu Dutchess County, N. Y.,

^ALTER BRINCKERIIOFK, who is now
)narga, was born

on the 23d of

Ma^-, 1826. The family is of Dutch origin, and

was founded in America in early Colonial days by

rloris Brinckerhoflf, who came from Holland to this

country in 1638, and, histor}' says, collected money

to build the first church in Brookl^'n, N. Y. The

parents of our subject, Isaac and Jemima (Crom-

well) Brinckerhoff, were both natives of the Em-

pire State and are now deceased. They had a

family of live children, four of whom are living

at this writing, in the autumn of 1892, two sons

and two daughters: Catherine E., Mary, Theodore

and Walter.

In the county of his nativity, Mr. Brinckerlioflf

whose name heads this sketch was reared to man-

hood. One of the most important events in his

life occurred on the 2flth of February, 1847, when

he led to the marriage altar Miss Adeline Wash-

burn, daughter of John and Saraii (Bogardus)

Wiishburn, who were natives of Dutchess County,

N. Y. Two children were born to the subject of

this sketch and his wife, but the daughter died in

infancy. The son, Leslie Brinckerhoff, is now con-

nected with the wholesale drug house of Morrison,

Plummcr & Co., of Chicago.

Tiie year 1851 witnessed the emigration of Mr.

Brinckerhoff to the West. Disposing of his busi-

ness interests in the Empire State, he came to Illi-

nois, accompanied by his family, and located on a

farm near Newark, 111., where he engaged in agri-

cultural ]iursuits for four years. On the expira-

tion of that period he went to Galesburg and be-

came one of its leading and influential citizens.

While there residing he represented his ward' in

the City Council for a number of years. He after-

ward removed to Chicago and did business on the

corner of Randolph and State Streets, where the

Masonic Temple now stands. He ran tlie first

steam sausage m.achine ever run in that city. In

1865, he received an appointment to take charge

of Government transports on the Ohio and Mis-

sissippi Rivers and held that position until after

the close of the war. He then returned to Chi-

cago and took charge of the Northwestern Glass

Works, being connected with that manufactory

until it closed.

It was in 1869 tiiat Mr. Brinckerhoff came to

Onarga, and since tliat time he has been one of its

progressive and prominent citizens. He purchased

four hundred acres of land seven miles southeast

of Onarga, which he owned until 1891, when he

disposed of a part of it. For more than seven

years he has held the office of Village Trustee and

is the present incumbent. His faithful and effi-

cient service has led to his re-election and reten-

tion in office, and won him the high commenda-

tion of all concerned. Mr. Brinckerhoff is widely

and favorably known throughout the community,

and his sterling worth and many excellencies of

character have won him an enviable position in

the esteem of his fellow-townsmen.

'^l
OHN M. Dk PUY, one of tlie prominent Citi-

zens of Cissna Park, was born in Vernullion

County, lnd.,May 16, 1854, and is a worthy

representative of one of the early families of

this county. His father, John De Puy, was born

in New Jcrsej', August 11, 1804, and is of French

descent. The great-grandfather of our subject

was a native of France, and the grandfather was a

liero of the Revolution.

John De Puy, Sr., wlien eight years old removed

with his parents from New Jersey to Ohio, and

three years later went to Vermillion County, Ind.,

becoming one of its first settlers. That winter was

spent in old Ft. Harrison. In that locality he re-

sided for fifty years, or until 1869. Througliout

the greater part of his life he has followed farming
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and stock-raising. He drove cattle to Chicago in an

early day, and improved a number of farms. In

1869, he brought his family to Iroquois County,

where he has since lived. Soon after lie sold his farm

of two hundred and fortj' acres, and later bought a

tract of three hundred and twenty acres of prairie

land in Ash Grove Township at $3.25 per acre and

resided tlicreon until 1891, since which time he has

lived at Cissna Park. lie added to his lauds until he

owned eleven hundred and fifty acres, but has re-

cently sold. His life has been a busy and useful

one. He has acquired a handsome property and

to eacii of his sons he has given good farms. He
was married in Vermillion Count}', Ind., to Miss

Scott, and unto them were born three children,

one of whom died in infancy. Abraham is now a

resident physician of Chicago, and Albert is a far-

mer of Vermillion Count}', Ind. For his second wife,

Mr. De Puy chose Miss Jane McKee, who was born

Kentucky in 1817, but came to Edgar County, 111.,

about 1831. She is still living. Two children

were born of this marriage, John M., and Oliver

M., who resides with his father and mother.

Mr. De Puy has taken a very active part in

church work. He united with the Baptist Church

in Vermillion County, and aided in the organiza-

tion of the Bloomfield Baptist Association. He
built a church at Cissna Park, which formerly stood

on his farm, and later donated it to tiie people of

Cissna Park as a union church. He has often paid

the ministers from his own pocket and has ever

been liberal to missionary work. In manner, he is

plain and unassuming and cares nothing for dress.

It is said that on one occasion he went to Paxton

in a homespun suit to the dedication of a church,

but when pledges were called for the plainly

dressed farmer gave fSOO. In 1840, he voted for

William Henry Harrison and supported the Whig
part}' until the organization of the Republican

party, with which he has since affiliated. He took

great pride in having a fine farm and fine stock

and is numbered among the highl}' respected and

valued citizens of the community.

John M. De Puy, whose name heads this record,

had very meagre educational advantages, as in

early life his health was poor and he could not

stand the confinement of a school room. At the

age of fifteen he came with his parents to Illi-

nois and had to begin buying stock and taking

charge of this part of the work. He used to herd

cattle at an early age and was almost raised in the

saddle. He afterward attended school for a year

in Onarga. Throughout his entire life he has en-

gaged almost exclusively in farming and stock-

raising and has met with excellent success in his

business dealings.

April 30, 1881, at the age of twenty-seven years,

Mr. De Pu\' was united in marriage with Miss

Jennie Fleming, and unto them have been born two

children, Carl and Maud, aged ten and eightyears

respectivelj^ The parents of Mrs. DePuy reside

with them. Her father, William Fleming, was born

in the North of Ireland, October 29, 1816, and in

1832 began teaching school, having acquired a

good education previous to that time. His father

died, and as he was the eldest child, he aided in the

support of a large family. In 1841, he crossed the

Atlantic to Pittsburgh, Pa., and became Assistant

Cashier in a bank. He was there married in 1844,

to Jane Cullen, also a native of the Emerald Isle,

and the following 3'ear they emigrated to La Salle

County, 111., where Mr. Fleming entered a claim

and developed a good farm. He was a civil engi-

neer by profession and was County Surveyor of La

Salle County much of the time. In 1870, he re-

moved to Wheaton in order that his children

might attend college, and in the fall of 1873 came

to Iroquois County, locating on a farm in Pigeon

Grove. He there resided until 1889, since which

time he and his estimable wife have resided with

their daughter, Mrs. De Puy. He has held a num-

ber of local ottices and for sixteen years served as

Supervisor in La Salle County and seven years iu

this county. To some extent, he still engages in

surveying. He has been a great reader all his life

and keeps well informed on all questions of inter-

est. His business career has been one of success.

In politics, he was an Abolitionist and afterward

a Republican.

Tlie Fleming family numbered eight children,

but one died in infancy. The others are: Alice, wife

of J. L. Westgate, of Cissna Park. James H., who

was educated in AVheaton College and. is now a

lawyer of Hastings, Neb. He served as County



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 197

Judge for six years and is now serving as County

Treasnrer. Dora is the wife of Dr. Van Doren, of

Saybrook, 111. Albert is the next younger. Jennie

is tlie wife of .lolin M. DePuy. Jessie resides in

Hastings, Xeb.; and Will is employed in the Electric

Railroad Company, in the State of Washing-

ton. 1

Mrs. De Puy was educated iu Wheaton College i

and is a lady of ciflture and refinement. In 1891,
|

our subject and liiswife left the farm and removed
j

to Cissna Park, where they now have a comfortable i

home, which is the abode of hospitality. In social
i

circles, they rank high, and their friends through-

out the community are many. Mr. DePuy engages
|

to some extent in loaning on mortgages, but is

practically living a retired life. In politics, he is

a stalwart Republican and is a well-informed man,

both politically and otherwise. He is a member

of the Baptist Church and his wife of the United

Brethren. He well deserves representation in this

volume and it is with pleasure that we present to

our readers this record of his life.

JOSEPH VANDERPOORTEN, Treasurer of

I

Iroquois County, and one of the earliest

^^\ ; settlers of Chebanse Township, was born in

*5^^ Denderraonde, in the province of Flanders,

Belgium, on the 16th of Eebruary, 1828, and is a

son of John and Philippine (Ile^'vacrt) Vander-

poorten, both of whom came of old Flemish fam

ilies. Joseph was reared on a farm and was edu-

cated partially in select schools and at the college

of the Holy V'irgin in Dendermonde. His mother

died in November, 18<)3, and in 18.55 he emigrated

from Flanders to America, making his first home
in this country in Lewis County, N. Y., where he

purchased a farm of eight}' acres. Finding the

land there too hill}- and rough to suit him, he sold

out and came to Iroquois County, III., the follow-

ing vear. He arrived in April, 18.56, and settled

in the town of Chebanse, where he bought an

eighty-acre tract of land. By subsequent purchase

he has increased his acreage until he now has a

fine farm of two hundred and forty acres of valu-

able land, well improved, on which he erected in

1877 a commodious and comfortable residence.

His farm is situated about eighteen miles north-

west of Watseka, and four miles east of Clifton,

his nearest trading place.

On the loth of January, 1861, ilr. Vanderpoor-

ten was married in L'Erable to Miss Aurelia

Bunker. The ladj'^ was born in the town of

Chambly, on the Sorel River in the Province of

t^uebec, Canada, April 12, 1840, and is a daugh-

ter of Moses and Martine (Blaine) Bunker. Her

father was born in the United Slates and her

mother was a French-Canadian. She came with her

parents to the United States in 1856, and located

near Tipton, Cedar County, Iowa, and in Iroquois

Count}- in September, 1859. Nine children have

been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Vanderpoorten, five

of whom are yet living: Emily, the eldest, wife

of Ferdinand Rivard, died July 15, 1891 ; Delphine

is the wife of Joseph Dutour, and resides on the old

liome farm in Chebanse Township; Eugene C.

married Jennie Franklin, of Chebanse, and resides

in "Watseka, holding the position of Deputy

County Treasurer; Walter O. resides on the home
farm with his sister; Norbert J. and Stephen I. are

students in the Watseka schools. Edwin, Emma
and Addie, all died in infancy.

Mr. Vanderpoorten and his family are members

of the Roman Catholic Church. In politics, he is a

Democrat and has held various offices of honor

and trust. He served as Commissioner of High-

ways in his township and was School Director for

twenty-four years successively. In the fall of

1890, he was elected on the Democratic ticket to

the |)Osition he now holds, that of County Treas-

urer, and entered upon the duties of the office on

the 1st of December following. Mr. Vanderpoor-

ten makes an excellent officer, is prompt, correct

and courteous, and is ably assisted by his sou iu

the duties of the office. He came to this country

in very moderate circumstances, but by industry,

integrity and frugality has acquired a valuable

property and, what is still more to be prized, a

good name among his neighbors and fellow-citi-

zens who have known him so many years. His

father came to America the year following his
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son's arrival here and brouglit with him his

daughter Rosalia. They made their home in

Chebause Township, where the father died in the

latter part of August, 1859. The sister became the

wife of Francis Cnudde, wlio died a few years

later. In due lime she married again, her second

liusband being Anton Clements, and her death oc-

curred in September, 1890.

I

'^

^OHN D. ROTHGEB, one of the leading

general merchants of Wellington and a

^_, prominent citizen, is a native of Page

(^^ County, Va. He was born August 29,

1848, and is the flftii in a familj' of six children

whose parents were Isaac and Barbara (Kaufmann)

Rothgeb. The famil}- is of Frencli origin, having

been driven from that country along with the other

French Huguenots during the supremacy of Riclie-

lieu. Tliej' settled in Rhenish Bavaria, Germany.

The progenitor of the branch of the famil_y to

which our subject belongs emigrated to America

about 1730, locating in Virginia. On the same

vessel came his betrothed, and for seven years they

worked to pay their passage to thiscountr^^ Hav-

ing entered land he made a farm from the woods,

which was his home as long as he lived. Our sub-

ject's father was born in Yii'ginia, about 1810, was

reared to agricultural pursuits, and acquired his

education in the common schools. He came to

Illinois in 1832, and entered land in Iroquois

County, after which he returned to his native

State, where he spent his Last days. In politics, he

was a Democrat, but voted against secession at the

time when Virginia withdrew from the Union.

With the Baptist Church he held membership, and

his death occurred in 1862. His widow is still

living. She was born in Virginia in 1811, and

though now eighty-one 3'ears old, her age rests

lightly upon her. She makes her home with her

children in Illinois and Virginia. Both the par-

ents of our subject were well known for tlieir gen-

erous character and had the respect of all with

whom they came in contact. Of their four sons

and two daughters, five are yet living: Alexander

is married and follows farming in Page County,

Va.; Ambrose, a farmer, is married and resides in

Frederick County, Va.; Anna is the wife of Joseph

Brumback, an agriculturist of this county; Henry

died at the age of sixteen years; John is the next

j'ounger; and Mary E. is the wife of William Rick-

ard, a farmer residing in the Shenandoah Valley

in Virginia.

The boyhood daj's of our subject were spent in

the Old Dominion, and he attended the subscrip-

tion schools, but has been largely self-educated.

Throughout the entire late war, he lived in the

famous Shenandoah Vallej'^, where occurred some

of the most memorable scenes of that protracted

struggle. He has seen that beautiful valley re-

pealedl}- devastated by both armies, and the events

of those stirring times are indelibly stamped upon

his memory. On the death of his father, the care

and responsibility of the family fell upon his

young shoulders. He was then but fourteen years

of age. He was reared in the usual manner of

farmer lads, but after attaining his majority en-

gaged in teaching for a number of j'ears and also

worked at the carpenter's trade. He took a full

commercial course of study in the Keokuk Com-

mercial College, graduating from that institution

in 1876, after which he located in Wellington,

where he has since made his home. In August,

1887, he embarked in general merchandising and

has since carried on business in that line.

Mr. Rothgeb was married on the 4th of May,

1879, to Miss Annie Austin, daughter of Potter

and Rachel (Rothgeb) Austin, the former a native

of New York and the latter of the Buckeye State.

Her parents are still residents of this county,

where Mrs. Rothgeb was born. Her education

was acquired in the common schools and in Onarga

Seminary. Unto our subject and his wife have

been born three children: Wade H., who is now
attending school; Austin R., who died in infancy;

and Jessie B., the baby of the household.

Mr. Rothgeb is a stalwart Democrat and an

ardent admirer of the true Jeffersonian principles.

His first Presidential vote was cast for Hon. S. J.

Tilden, of New York. He has frequently served

as a delegate to the conventions of his party, but

has never been an office-seeker, preferring to devote
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his time and attention to his business. However,

he takes a commendable interest in all that per-

' tains to the welfare of the community, and is one

of the building committee which erected the beau-

tiful school building of Wellington. As a mer-

chant, he carries a full and complete stock of goods

in his line, and by his upright dealings and genial

manner has secured a liberal patronage and

gained the confidence and good-will of his many

patrons. In 1882, he also began dealing in grain

and has worked up an excellent business in that

line. When he started out iu life he had no capital

but a pair of industrious liands and a determina-

tion to succeed, and his success is the result of his

own well-directed efforts. Himself and wife are

classed among the most prominent citizens of

Wellington and are held in high esteem for their

many excellencies of character.

^( OHN C. KOEIIN, a well-known and prom-

inent business man of Buckley, who carries

on general merchandising as a member of

the firm of Koehn & Bowe, was born in

Buctxow, Schwerin, Germany, on the 29th of July,

1863. His parents were Joachin and Sophia

(Knoop) Koehn, both of whom were natives of

(iermany. Unto them were born three children,

but our subject is the only one now living, his two

older brothers, Frederick and Henry, being de-

ceased.

The subject of this sketch remained in the land

of his birth until he had attained his majority,

when he emigrated to this country' and became a

resident of Peotone, 111. He there engaged in

clerking in a general store for six years, after

which he came to Buckley and, forming a partner-

ship with Philip S. Bowe, has since engaged in

merchandising on his own account. They oi^ened

a general store, which they are now conducting.

Mr. Koehn was educated in Buetzow College, of

German}', from which ke was graduated in the

Class of '78. Thus he was well fitted for a com-

mercial career, and his enterprise and industry

have won him success,

On the 23d of October, 1891, Mr. Koehn was

married to ISEiss Rachel Minier, daughter of Hiram

Minier, of Sheldon, 111. Tlieir home has been

brightened by the birth of a daughter, Ida W.,

who was born August 30, 1892. The young

couple are highly respected people of this commu-

nity, who are well and favorably known in social

circles. Mr. Koehn i.s a member of Buckley Lodge

No. 634, A. F. & A. ]\I., and in politics is a sup-

porter of Democratic principles. At this writing,

in the fall of 1892, he is oue of the Trustees of the

village of Buckley, and was Clerk of the Village

Board of Peotone before coming to this place. He

takes an active interest in all that pertains to the

upbuilding and welfare of the community and is

a public-spirited and progressive citizen.

In connection with their store, the firm of

Koehn & Bowe are also owners and operators

of a creamery in Buckley, called the Artesia

Creamery, being named for the township. They

manufacture from two hundred and seventy-five

to four hundred pounds of butter per day, and as

the product of their creamery is of the very best

quality, it finds a ready sale in the New Orleans

market. Mr. Koehn, during his residence in this

community, has won a high rank in business circles.

He is a young man, who is wide-awake, and is rap-

idly winning his way upward to prosperity.

OSES H. EITANS, County .Judge of Iro-

quois County and a well-known resident

of Watseka, was born on the 14th of July,

1848, in West Middleburg, Logan County,

Ohio, and is a son of Joseph and Achsah (Sliarp)

iiuans. With their family, the parents removed

from Ohio to Watseka, III., in 1867. The mother

was called to her final rest in 1888, but the father

is still living.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

common schools and in the Ohio Wesleyan Uni-

versity, of Delaware, from which institution he

was graduated in the Class of '67. On looking

over the field in choice of some vocation, he de-

cided to enter the legal profession, and to that
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end began sludj'ing law with the firm of Blades &
Ka3\ He was admitted to the Bar in 1874, after

which he formed a partnership with his old pre-

ceptors, under the firm name of Blades, Kay &
Euans. Mr. Blades withdrew in 1877, and the

business was continued by Kay & Euans up to

January 1, 1890, when the firm of Kay, Euans &
Kay was formed. This co-partnership lasted until

December 1, 1890, at which time he entered upon

the duties of his present oHIcijil position.

On the 5th of May, 1880, .Judge Eu.ans was

married to Miss Eva Sherman, a native of Iroquois

County and a daughter of Charles Sherman, whose

sketch is given on another page of this work. Of

this union have been born two children: Nellie B.

and .Joseph S. The family is well known through-

out this community, and have many friends and

acquaintances in Iroquois County.

In politics, Mr. Euans is a Democrat, and as the

I'egular nominee of his party, was elected .Judge of

Iroquois County in 1890, entering upon the duties

of that office in December of the same year.

Z' ^•J^s*

ORACE lU'SSELI., Cashier of the Donovan

& Vennum Bank, of Milford, Iroquois

County, 111., has held his present position

•^ since the establishment of this bank in

May, 1876. He was born in the town of Pendle-

ton, Madison Count}', Ind., August 8, 1848, and

is a son of Maj. J^anson E. and Caroline (Patrick)

Russell. His father was born in Rochester, N. Y.,

January 3, 1817, and his mother in Portsmouth,

Va., January 6, 1823. The death of the father oc-

curred at Anderson, Ind., December 10, 1889. The
Major served in the late war in Company A, Nine-

tieth Indiana Infantr}', of which he was commis-

sioned Second Lieutenant, and was afterward pro-

moted to be Brigade Commissary, with the rank of

Major. His service lasted three years. The mother

survives and resides in Anderson. Maj. Russell

and his familj' once lived in Watseka, but re-

turned to Anderson, Ind.

Horace Russell was reared in his native town.

where he attended the public schools, and subse-

quently took a two years' course at Asbury (now

DePauw) University, of Greencastle, Ind. In 1865,

he engaged with the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany as brakeman, and later served as baggage-

man. For a year and a-half, he was Station Agent

at AValton, Ind. He went to Watseka in 1868,

where he sold goods for John L. Donovan until the

spring of 1870, and from that time until October,

1871 was clerking for Daniel Frey, merchant. In

October of the latter j'ear, he was appointed as

clerk in the railway mail service, running at first

between Chicago and Centralia on the Illinois

Central Railroad. Afterwards, he was on the

steamer plying between Cairo, 111., and Columbus,

Ky. He began on the last-named run in 1873,

and continued there until May 15, 1870. During

this time, yellow fever and cholera prevailed in

that region with great virulence. On quitting the

mail service, he accepted the position which he

now holds, that of Cashier of the Donovan it Yen-

nuin Bank. In 1882, he was appointed Postmaster

at Milford, which position he filled for four years,

at the same time performing his duties at the

bank.

Mr. Russell w.as married to Miss Frances Brooks

in North Adams, Mich., on the 15th of May, 1879.

The lady was born in Watseka, 111., and is a

daughter of William and M. A. Brooks, who are

living and now residents of St. Ignace, Mich.

Two children have blessed the union of Mr. and

Mrs. liussell: William C. and Anna C, both born

in Milford. Mrs. Russell is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Mr. l{ussell is a Republican

and has held various local official positions. He
has been more or less active in local politics, and

for several years has served as a member of the

Iroquois County Central Republican Committee.

He was the first President of the Milford Town
Board and the first President of the Milford

School Board, which last-named position he still

holds. Mr. Russell is a member of Milford Lodge

No. 168, A. F. & A. M.; Watseka Chapter No. 114,

R. A. M.; and of Athelstan Commandeiy No. 45,

K. T., of Danville. He also belongs to Milford

Lodge No. 253, I. O. O. F., and to Iroquois En-

campment No. 81, of Watseka,
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Mr. Russell has a fine, well-improved farm of

one hundred and sixt3- acres of land, situated in

Stockland Township, which he leases. The rar-

ious positions of honor and trust, both public and

private, held by Mr. Russell, and his long retention

in the responsible position he holds in the Dono-

van cfe Vennum Bank, speak in no uncertain terms

as to his high standing and the estimate placed

upon his character b}' those best calculated to

know his true worth.

1^+^!

ylLLIAM SJMITII, one of the earlj; settlers

of the county and a well-to-do farmer re-

siding on section 35, Ash Grove Town-

ship, has liere made his home since 1853, or for a

period of thirty-nine consecutive j-ears. His life

record is as follows: He was born in Bellefontaine,

Logan County, Ohio, September 7, 1834, and is a

son of Joel R. Smith. The father was born in the

Empire State and became one of the pioneers and

the first Sheriff of Wabash County-, Ind. In 1853,

he came to Illinois and cast in his lot with the earl}'

settlers of Iroquois County, locating on section 35,

Ash Grove Township. This was then a wild and

almost unimproved region, the laud was in its prim-

itive condition, and the prairies were covered with

thick grass as high as a man. Mr. Smith purchased

one hundred and sixty acres of land at $2.50 per

acre and began the development of a farm. In

1863, he removed to Bucklev and afterward went

to Olney, 111., where he died in 1885, at the age of

eighth-four years. lie was married in Ohio to

Eliza Bunker, who died in Buckle}', and after her

death he wedded Mrs. Kimball. lie served as

.Justice of the Peace and Police Justice for many
years and was a prominent and influential citizen.

He held membership with the Methodist Church,

and was long connected witli the Masonic frater-

nity. In politics, he was a Whig and afterward a

Republican.

In the Smith famil}- were the following children:

Mrs. Mary Collins, who now resides in Chicago;

William, whose name heads tliis sketch; Joel R., a

resident of Kansas; Aimer A., who makes his home

in Watseka; Eliza, wife of Dr. Horner, of Buckley;

and Daniel, the youngest cliild, who is living in

Decatur.

Our subject was only two yeai'S old when with

his parents he removed to Indiana. He acquired

a good education in the public schools and is a

well-informed man. At the age of nineteen he

came with his parents to Iroquois County and

aided in the development of a new farm until

1859, when he built a log cabin upon a tract of

laud, moved into it and began life for himself.

His labors were interrupted, however, when, in

August, 1862, he donned the blue and became a

member of Company E, Seventy-sixth Illinois In-

fantry, under Capt. Irwin and Col. A. W. Mack.

The regiment assembled at Kankakee and was then

sent South. Tiie troops participated in the engage-

ment at Columbus, Ky., and in the siege of

Yicksburg until its surrender on the 4th of July,

1863. The}- then participated in the battles of

Jackson and Selma, Ala. Our subject was on de-

taclied duty at Cairo, III., with Gen. Sherman,

and went with him to Atlanta and on to the sea.

Later, he accompanied him into the Carolinas. He
rejoined his regiment at Mobile, participated in

the capture of Ft. Blakely, and then went to Gal-

veston, Tex. The regiment lost many men in

traveling over the hot sands of the Lone Star

State. Mr. Smith received his discharge in Chi-

cago exactly three years after his enlistment, and

on the 11th of August, 1865, returned to his

home.

January 3, 1859, Mr. Smith was united in mar-

ri.age with Miss Caran II. Higgenson, a native of

Owen County, Ind., born February 26, 1833. Unto
them have been born the following children: Free-

man L., who was educated in the public schools and

took a commercial course, teaching penmanship to

pay his tuition. He married Maria Butcher, of

Paxton, and unto them were born two children.

Having studied law he became an excellent and
successful practitioner, llis deatii occurred April

19, 1891, in his thirty-first year. William G. died

at the age of twenty-three; Francis S. is at home;

Joel R. married Dollie Leach, and is living on the

old homestead; Clara died at the age of eleven

months; Clarence died in his second year; Etta
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and Albert B. are still under the parental roof.

Mrs. Smith was born in Owen Count3', Ind., and

at the age of ten j'ears removed to Vigo County.

Her father, Samuel Higgenson, was reared in the

Empire State and in Ohio married Edith Cliestnut.

They came to Iroquois County in the spring of

1865, locating in Ash Grove Township. The Hig-

genson family is of English origin on the maternal

side and of German descent on the paternal side.

The gr.andfather served in the Revolutionary War.

Socially, Mr. Smith is a member of Williams

Post No. 25, G. A. R., of Watseka, and of the

Knights of Pythias Lodge of Cissna Park. He
cast his first Presidential ballot for Fremont, also

supported President Lincoln, and has since been a

stalwart advocate of the principles of the Republi-

can party. He has frequently served as a delegate

to its conventions and is an influential man in its

councils. For twelve years he served as Constable

and is now Notary Public. Since his return from

the war, Mr. Smith has devoted his entire energies

to agricultural pursuits. His pleasant residence,

neatly and tastefully furnished and supplemented

by other good improvements, stands in the midst

of a highl3' cultivated farm of two hundred and

seventy-five acres of land, wliose rich and fertile

fields yield to him a golden tribute. He is- also

engaged in buying and selling cattle, and has

been quite successful along that line. He is Sec-

retary of the Goodwine Grain Company, which

owns an elevator in Goodwine. Mr. Smith has a

wide acquaintance throughout the community and

is one of the valued and highly respected citizens

of the township. He was also a brave soldier dur-

ing the late war and is an honored pioneer of

Iroquois County.

AMUEL MALO, a wagon-maker and black-

smitli residing in INIilford, claims Moscow,

Canada, as the pLace of his nativit3^ The

date of his birth is May 1, 1843, and he is

a son of Samuel and Mary (Fercia) Malo. In the

family were five children, four sons and a daugii-

ter. Matilda, the eldest, and the only daughter,

died on the 21st of June, 1880. Samuel of this

sketch is the next younger. Iluzeb was married

in 1871 to Mary A. Brad}', of Chicago, and unto

them have been born three children, Elizabeth,

Huzeb and Lillie. Ferdinand was joined in wed-

lock with Miss Mary McKnight, daughter of

Thomas McKnight, of Milford, and they have a

family of seven living children: Huzeb, .Samuel,

Ferdinand, John, Frank, Alfred and Libbie. One
daughter, Mary, is now deceased. James, the

youngest of the Malo familj-, wedded Miss Maggie

McKnight, and their union has been blessed with

five children, but the eldest, James, died in infancy.

Those living are Nora, Tommj', Willie and Lydia.

On leaving the land of his birth, Samuel Malo

of this sketch came to Illinois and made a loca-

tion in Malta, De Kalb County. When a young

man he learned the trade of wagon-making and

blacksmithing and followed the dual occupation in

Malta until 1868, when he removed to Iroquois

Count}', locating in Milford. Since that time he

has operated a wagon-making and blacksmith shop,

with the exception of four years, during which

period he was engaged in the restaurant business.

He then returned to the business in which he is

now engaged. He is an expert workman, is in-

dustrious and fair and honest in all his dealings,

and h.as acquired a liberal patronage. On the loth

of August, 1862, Mr. Malo enlisted in Company

C, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Infantry,

and served till honorably discharged June 7,

1865. He was a faithful soldier, ever found at the

post of dut}'. He is a member of Yennum Post

No. 471, G. A. R., of Milford.

July 28, 1869, Mr. Malo w.as united in marriage

with Miss Lizzie Bunker, a native of Canada East,

and a daughter of Moses and Mattie (Blaine)

Bunker, the father a native of New Hampshire and

the mother of Canada. Four children have been

born unto our subject and his worthy wife, three

sons and a daughter, namely: Samuel Edward,

born June 21, 1870; Lizzie Matilda, October 17,

1873: Stephen C, February 9, 1880; and R.ay B.,

on the 12th of September, 1886.

In his social relations, Mr. Malo is a M.ason,

holding membership with Milford Lodge No. 168,

A. F. & A. M. He exercises his right of francluse
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in support of the Republican patty, and, as every

true American citizen should do, feels an interest

in political affairs. He has served three terms in

the cittice of Milage Trustee and proved himself a

capable and faithful otticial. He is regarded as an

iil)riglit, honorable business man, and in tlie years

of his residence here has won the confidence and

higii regard of all witii whom he has been brought

in contact.

^^1.

fl^-^OX. .lOHN H. J()NE.S, one of the prom-

inent and influential citizens of Iroquois

County, is one of its honored pioneers

and one of its most extensive land-owners.

He has long been identified with its history,

its upbuilding and development, and this work

would be incomplete without the record of his

life. He was born in Brown County, near George-

town, Ohio, October 30, 1823. His parents, John

and Ulary (Pitzer) .Jones, were both natives of

Kentucky. In the fall of 1829, when our subject

was six years of age, tlie^- left the Buckeye State

and removed to Warren Count}', Ind., where they

spent the remainder of their lives. The death of

the mother occurred in 1851, and the father, who
survived her about twenty years, departed this

life in 1871.

Mr. Jones' family numbered ten children, eight

of whom grew to mature years, while two died in

early childhood. Those who attained their ma-

jority are as follows: Ellen became the wife of

Jesse Gai land and both are now deceased; Louisa

married George IStatzell, and her death occurred

many ^ears ago, but the husband is living near

Pine V^illage, Ind.; Nancy Ann is the widow of

John B. Herriman, who died about three years

ago, and she resides on a farm six miles from

^Milford; John H. is the next younger; Sarah, who
died in 1890, was the wife of John Garland, a res-

ident of Chariton, Iowa; Lewis married Miss

Margaret Brown, bj' whom he has two children.

Her death occurred about 1860, and ho afterward

married Mrs. Hebecca Dunshey, by whom he hud

9

six children, five of whom are living; the family

reside in Benton County, Ind. ^lary became the

wife of Hugh McDade, and both died in Missouri;

and Tarpley married Mary Harper, and with their

three children they make their home in Califor-

nia.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in Indiana, and received a common-school

education. After attaining to mature j-ears he

married Miss Nancy, daughter of William and

Rebecca Hooker, of AVarren County, Ind. After

a short married life of two years she was called to

her final rest. In November, 1845, Mr. Jones was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.

Hannah Mercer, daughter of Jesse and Sarah Pugh,

of Warren Count)-, Ind. By her first marriage

she had one child, William Mercer. By the sec-

ond union have lieen liorn nine children, iuid with

one exception all are living: Stephen, born Au-
gust 26, 1846, married Martha Gray, daughter of

John and Rebecca Graj-, and by their union four

sons have been born, three of whom are yet living:

John, Edgar and Gu}'. Russell is now deceased

The}' reside about four and one-half miles from

Milford. Charles O., who was born April 9, 1848,

married Miss Katie Holmes, and with their four

children. Ruby, Homer, Earl and Charles AVatson,

they reside in Springfield, 111.; John Milton, born

May 25, 1850, died in February, I860; Sarah M.,

born July 26, 1852, is the wife of O. P. Harman,
of Milford, by whom she has one son, Leroy;

Lewis, who was born May 5, 1854, and resides on
the old homestead, married Miss Susan Wise, and
their famil}- numbers two children, Nellie and
Ray; Alba M. and Edgar A., twins, were born

May 23, 1856. The former was joined in wed-

lock with Miss Fannie Monette, daughter of John
Monette, of Milford. The latter, who is a resi-

dent of Milford, married Miss Maggie Collins, of

Shelby County, 111., and one son, Harry, graces

this union; Priscilla was born April 3, 1859; and
Luth(h-, who was born October 27, 1861, married

Miss .Jessie, daughter of Aaron Dazey, of Milford,

and owns and operates a farm four miles east of

that place. By his marriage he has two children,

Gracic and Leroy.

Mr. Jones dates his residence in Iroijuols County
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from 1851. Removing from Indiana he located

on a farm five miles east of Milford, in Stoclvland

Tovvnstiip. lie there owned and operated fom'

hundred acres of land, and upon that farm, where

lie resided for twenty-nine years, he reared his

family. He then traded two hundred and forty

acres of that land to his son Lewis, and bought

for himself a tract of fifteen hundred acres one

mile nearer the village. Here he has resided for

twelve years. He devotes his attention princi-

pally to stock-raising. He keeps on hand an ex-

cellent grade of horses, cattle and hogs, and has

been very successful in his operations. By his

own efforts he has worked his way steadily up-

ward, and by his enterprise and good management

has each year added to his capital until he is now
one of the wealthy citizens of the county'.

In politics, Mr. Jones is a stalwart supporter of

Republican principles. For the long period of

twenty years he has served as School Treasurer,

for thirteen years has held the office of Supervisor,

and in 1883 he was a member of the House of

Representatives during the Thirty-third General

Assembly. His long-continued service is a high

testimonial of his ability as an officer and the

faithfulness with which he discharged his duties.

He is alike true to every public and private trust,

and by his upright life he has won universal con-

fidence. He is classed among the representative

and leading citizens of L-oquois County, where he

has made his home for forty-one years, and it is

with pleasure that we present to our readers the

life record of this honored pioneer.

|r^-^OBERT MELL, Notary Public and insur-

|[Wf ance agent, is one of the leading and rep-

^ * resentative citizens of Cissna Paik. He
claims Kentucky as the State of his nativ-

ity. Born in Campbell County on the 17th of

March, 1852, he is a son of John and Catherine

(Wycoff) Mell. His father was a native of Penn-

sj'lvania and was of German descent. He re-

moved to Ohio and afterward to Kentucky, and

in 1871 caine to Irotjuois County, 111,, locating on

a farm in Ash Grove Township. Throughout his

entire life he followed agricultural pursuits. His

death occurred in Pigeon Grove Township about

1886. hi politics, he was a svapporter of Demo-

cratic principles. His wife makes her home
with her son in Missouri. Of the family, William

is now deceased; Mrs. Louisa Parker and Mrs.

Alice Nelson both reside in Kentucky; Garrett

served in a Kentucky regiment during the war;

Rlioda died in childhood; John is living in Coles

County, 111.; Mrs. Margaret Spalding makes her

home in Kentucky; Mrs. Maiy Jane Higgius is

living in Missouri; Robert is the next younger;

Joseph is living in Union, Brown Countj', Minn.;

Mrs. Sidney Newlin resides in Cissna Park; Thomas

makes his home near Cissna Park; and La Fayette

is living in -Missouri. All but the eldest were

born and reared in Kentucky.

Mr. Mcll, whose name heads this record, spent

the days of his boyhood and 3'outh upon his fa-

ther's farm and was early inured to hard labor.

When a young man, he made a trip to Ohio, and

was there married on the 18th of September,

1871, to Miss Martha E. Anderson, who was born

and reared in the same locality as her husband.

She died in Iroquois County, September 18, 1877,

on the sixth anniversary of her wedding day,

leaving two children, Jessie B. and Lucy Hester.

On the 6th of February, 1879, Mr. Mell was again

married, his second union being with Miss Katie

Schultz, a lady of German descent, whose parents

now reside in Minnesota. Unto them have been

born live children: Georgia (deceased), Anna Belle,

Elsie, Myrtle (deceased), and Robert.

On his removal to this county, Mr. Mell em-

barked in farming in Ash Grove Township, and

later carried on farming in Pigeon Grove Town-

ship. To that business he devoted his energies

until December, 1891, when he left the farm and

came to Cissna Park, where he purchased a lot

and has erected a comfortable residence. He has

since been engaged in business as an insurance

and collection agent and as Notary Public. He

has also read law for the past two years and has

practiced to some extent. He does a good busi-

ness and is a well-to-do citizen.

Mr. Mell takes an actiye interest in political af-
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fairs and is a stanch Democrat. His first Presi-

dential vote was cast for Gen. Hancock. He lias

served as Assessor for one term. Socially, he is a

member of the Knights of P3'tliias. He takes

an active interest in all that pertains to tlie wel-

fare of the communit}' and is ever found in the

front ranks in support of all cnterjirises calculated

to prove of public l)onefit.

^_^ ARTMAN SCHWARTZ, one of the early

lijl, settlers of this community, is numbered

'£)^ among the prominent and representative

(^y farmers of Prairie Green Township. He
resides on section 24, where he owns and operates

one hundred and sixty acres of valuable land.

This is one of the best-improved farms in the

township. In all its appointments it seems com-

plete, and its neat appearance indicates the enter-

prise and industrj' of the owner, which qualities

are known to be among his chief characteristics.

His home is a beautiful country residence, supple-

mented by good outbuildings, and these in turn

are surrounded by waving fields of grain.

The owner of this desirable farm is of Gerniau

birth. His ])arents were Thomas and Sehna

Schwartz, and they also were natives of Germany;

a sketch of them is found with that of Philip

Schwartz. Their family numbered five children,

of whom our subject was the fourth in order of

birth. He was born on the 30th of October, 1835,

in Baden, and the days of his boyhood and youth

were spent in his native land, whore he acquired a

good education in the common schools. It was at

tiie age of twent3^-three years that he bade adieu

to home and friends, and in 18,57 crossed the

broad Atlantic to America. The vessel in which

he sailed dropped anchor in the iiarbor of New
York, and he landed in that city with only %\

in his pocket, among a peojile whose language

was strange to him. He remained in New York

City for about a month, after which he came to

Illinois, where he was first employed as a farm

hand and served in tliat capacity for twelve years.

He then came to I'rairie Green Towiisliip, and with

the money he had acquired through his own hard

labors, purchased one hundred and sixty acres of

partially improved land, the same upon which ho

has since made his home.

August 22, 1861, Jlr. Schwartz was married, the

lady of his choice being Miss :Mary M. Cook, of

McLean County, 111. Their union has been blessed

with the following children, the eldest of whom,

John T.,w.as born June 15, 1863; Charles S., born

September 15, 1866; William A. died in infancy;

Edwin L., born February 21, 1870; Pha-be L.,

born November 11, 1873; one died unnamed and

Hulda A., who also died in infancy; Beuj.imin F.,

born January 13, 1878. The surviving children are

still under the parental roof. Tlieir parents have

provided them with good educational advantages,

thus fitting them for liie practical and responsible

duties of life.

In politics, Mr. Schwartz is a stalwart supporter

of Democratic principles, having been identified

with that party since he became an American citi-

zen. Himself and family, save one child, are all

members of the Christian Church, and they are

people of sterling wortli, who are widely and fav-

orably known throughout the community, and are

iield in high esteem by a large circle of friends

and aciiuaintances.

^'OHN W. MEIER, one of the efficient County

Supervisors and well-to-do farmers of Ash

Grove Townsliip, residing on section 3, was

I born in AVill County, 111., June 22, 1849.

His father, J. O. Meier, was born in Hesse, Ger-

man}'. In the usual manner of farmer lads he was

reared to manhood, and in his youth also learned

the trade of a weaver. In 1844, he crossed the

Atlantic to America, locating in Chicago. Four

j'cars later he went to Will County, 111., and

bought forty act-es of land. Subsequently he made

additional purcliases until he became the owner of

a large and valuable farm, but is now living re-

tired in Crete. He has held a number of local

oflices, including Supervisor for some twenty years,
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Road Commissioner for about twelve years, and

Tax Collector, and is a prominent and honored

citizen of the coramunitj' where he makes his home.

In politics, lie is a Republican. He received a

good education in his native land and was a well-

informed man. ]\Ir. Meier married Sophia Rine,

and unto Ihem were born eleven children, five of

whom are yet living, namely: John ; Sophia, who

resides in Crete; William, who is living on the old

homestead; Mary, a resident of Will County;

and Louise, who resides with her father. The

mother of this family died in 1869, and Mr. Meier

afterward married Engel Scheiwe. Her death oc-

curred two years ago. By that union were born

two children, one of whom is yet living, Henry,

who is now employed in the County Clerk's office

in .Joliet.

The su))ject of this sketch was born and reared

on his father's farm and acquired a good education

in both the German and English language. He

remained at home until twenty-five years of age,

and then started out in life for himself. His

father had purchased three hundred and tvventy

acres of raw prairie land in Iroquois County, to

which .John W. removed in 1874 and began its

development. He now has one of the finest farms

of the county. Its many improvements and well-

tilled fields attest his thrift and enterprise, and the

neat appearance of the place indicates the super-

vision of a careful manager.

In 1874, Mr. Meier was married to Miss Sophia

Scheiwe, of Will Countj', and by that union were

born ten children, eight of whom are yet living,

namely: .John, AVilliam, Caroline, Herman, Mar-

tin, Henry, Emma and Otto. The two eldest chil-

dren died in infancj'. The mother was called to

her final rest in 1888. and Mr. Meier was again

married in 1890, his second union being with Miss

Frieda Daus, a native of Germany, who, when

three years of age, was brought by her parents to

America, the family locating in Whiting, near

Chicago.

Since casting his first Presidential vote for Gen.

Grant Mr. Meier has been a stalwart supporter of

the Republican party and a warm advocate of its

principles. He is now serving his seventh year in

.succession as a member of the CouDty Board, The

prompt and faithful manner in which he has dis-

charged his duties has led to his frequent re-elec-

tion and has won for him the high commendation

of all. Himself and wife are members of the

Lutheran Church. Mr. Meier has a wide acquaint-

ance throughout the county and is held in the

highest regard by his large circle of friends and

acquaintances. His life has been well and worth-

ily spent, and by his good management, persever-

ance and business ability, he has won a handsome

property, and now owns one of the finest farms in

the township.

-^

\|| AMES WARREN GREGORY, County Clerk

of Iroquois County and a leading resident

^s^ 1 of Walseka, is a native of Indiana. He

^^/l' was born in Warren County, October 5,

1854, and is a son of Alford and Lucy (Temple-

ton) Gregory. The parents were also natives of

Indiana. A sketch of their lives is given on

another page of this work.

In 1861, James W. Gregory accompanied his

l)arents to Illinois, the family settling in Middle-

port Township, near Watseka. On coming to Iro-

quois County, Mr. Gregoiy was a lad of only

seven years. He was reared to manhood on the

farm and attended the country schools, complet-

ing his education in the city schools of Watseka.

His occupation has been that of a farmer and

stock-raiser from early manhood, and for several

years he was also engaged in bu^'ing and selling

live-stock. He has bred and dealt principally in

Short-horn cattle and Norman horses, and is still

interested in that line with his brother, George F.

Together they own a well-improved farm of five

hundred and twenty acres, situated in Middleport

Township, in which our subject has a controlling

interest.

In politics. Ml'. Gregor}' is a Republican. He

has served six years as Road Commissioner in Mid-

dleport Township, and in the autumn of 1890 was

elected County Clerk of Iroquois County, enter-

ing upon the duties of the oflicp on the 1st of De-

ceinbci' following. He has proyed a very capable
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and poiiular comity officer, discharging his duties

with a promptness and fidelity that have won him

the commendation of all concerned. He has for

his Deputy the old and experienced ex-County

Clerk, H. A. Butzow.

Mr. Gregory' was rear^^d under the auspices of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which his mo-

ther and himself are both members. He is a

member of the order of Modern Woodmen of

America, belonging to Watseka Camp No. 339.

He has long made his home in this county, in

fact, almost his entire life has here be.en passed, and

he lias a wide acquaintance througliout its borders.

)OBERT FINCH, Sii., resides on section 26,

Prairie Green Township. Almost half a

> \V century has passed away since this sterling

^^polil pioneer first came to Iroquois County.

He has a wide acquaintance and his sketch will

prove of interest to many of our readers who es-

teem him as a progressive and representative citi-

zen. A native of Dearborn County, Ind., he was

born September 25, 1819. His parents, Jnbal and

I'hilena (Earl) Finch, were parents of but two chil-

dren, and Edwin, the eldest son, is now deceased.

The father, a native of the Empire State, and a

successful physician and surgeon, died during the

infanc\' of our subject. The mother w.is also born

in New York State, and died at the age of forty-five.

The boyhood days of Robert Finch were spent in

Indiana. He remained in his native county until

twelve years of age and then removed to Foun-

tain County. After attending the common schools

he entered the Baptist Manual Labor Training

School, where he pursued his studies for nine

months. During that time he was classmate of

Congressman Ilolman, "the watch-dog of the

Treasury." This school was located in Franklin,

Ind. He afterward entered the college in Craw-

fordsville, Ind., and subsequently engaged in teach-

ing, which profession he followed successfully for

nine years through tlie fall and winter seasons,

while in the summer months he engaged in farm-

ing. He started out in life with no capital but a

young man's bright hope of the future and a de-

termination to succeed, and he has won success.

On the 3d of December, 1847, Mr. Finch mar-

ried Miss Sarah Ann Crawford, daughter of .John

and Elizabeth (Cline) Crawford. Her father \>as

a graduate of the Cincinnati Medical College, and

was a physician and surgeon of prominence. He
was a native of Ohio, but made his home near At-

tica, Ind., where he eujo3ed an extensive practice.

His wife was also born in the Buckeye State. In

their family were two sons and four daughters, all

j-et living, namely: Mrs. Finch, Ruth, Josephine,

Thomas, John and Elizabeth. The wife of our

subject was educated in the common schools and

is a kind and genial lady, who has proved a valu-

able helpmate to her Juisband. Eleven children

have been born unto them, eight sons and three

daughters, and the family circle j'ct remains un-

broken: Edwin, the eldest, married Miss Sarah

McDrew; John wedded Miss Delora Poiner; Cyrus

married Miss Josephine Astor; Robert is engaged

in farming; Theodore married Miss Loretta Handy

;

Fremont and Frederick are still at home; Leon

married Miss Ida Wall; Geuevra is the wife of

Crumb McDonald; P^lizabeth is the wife of John

Lyons; Leonora is the wife of John Hand^-. There

are also thirty-three grandchildren. The sous are

all farmers and the daughters have married agri-

culturists, and both sons and sons-in-law are sup-

porters of the Republican party. Edwin east his

first vote for Gen. Grant; John, for R. B. Hayes;

Fremont, for Garfield; and Frederick, for Har-

rison.

Mr. Finch, our subject, was, iu early life, a sup-

porter of the Whig party and took an active part

in the campaign of "Tippecanoe and Tyler, too,"

his first vote being cast for William Henry Harri-

son. For forty years he has been a reader of the

New York Tribune, which was formerly published

by Horace Greeley, and is a well-informed man,

who keeps posted on all the issues and current

events of the da^'. He has been honored with a

number of offices of trust, having served as Road
Commissioner some fifteen years, Collector about

ten years. Assessor two terms and School Treasurer

ten years. The cause of education finds in him a

warm friend, and he has done effective service for
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the schools, while serving as Director for many
years.

In 1853, Mr. Finch came with his faniil3' to this

county and purchased nine hundred and sixty acres

in a body of Government laud at 11.25 per acre. lie

afterward became owner of thirteen hundred acres

and still retains possession of eight hundred and

sixty acres of valuable land. When he first came

to the county, deer, wolves and all kinds of wild

game were to be seen, and the work of civilization

and progress seemed scarcely begun. His first

home was a small cabin, 12x16 feet, with a floor so

insecurely laid that the rattlesnakes could crawl

through its cracks and crevices. He broke prairie

with five yoke of oxen, so tough was the sod.

There were no near markets or milling places. On
one occasion he met a stranger near Lebanon, Ind.,

who asked him how far he lived from Watseka.

" Twenty-flve miles," was the answer. " How far

from Loda?" " Twent3^-five miles." " From At-

tica?" " Twenty-five miles." The stranger, think-

ing this too much, said: " My friend, don't you

live about twenty-five miles from any place?" "I

guess so," was the repl}'.

Mr. and Mrs. Finch experienced all the hardships

and privations of pioneer life, but a handsome

property has rewarded their industrious and per-

severing efforts, and in their declining j'ears they

are now surrounded with all the comforts that

money can procure. Mr. Finch is a man of ster-

ling worth and integrity, whose word is as readily

accepted as his bond. Both he and his wife re-

ceive the high regard of all, and well deserve men-

tion among the honored pioneers and valued citi-

zens of the county.

(^ l^ILLIAM H. WP:AVER, the pioneer pho-

\/\//l
tographer of Iroquois County, who erected

^^^ the first building for a photograph gallery

in the county and occupied it as such in April,

1863,' is a native of Pennsj-lvania. He was born

in New Berlin, Union County, on Christmas Daj'

of 1834. His parents, M. H. and Phoebe (Town-

send) Weaver, were both natives of the Keystone

State. His father was a prominent lawyer of New
Berlin, the county seat of Union County, and was

also editor of the Union Star, a leading journal of

that county. He was a prominent politician, and

for several 3'ears held the offices of Clerk of the

Circuit Court and Surveyor of that county. The
parents are now deceased.

Our subject was educated in the public schools

of his native town and when large enough to be

of use helped his father in surveying various parts

of Union County. Later, he served an apprentice-

ship to the blacksmith's trade in Union County,

Pa. In 1856, he came to La Fayette, Ind., and for

a time was in charge of the machine shops of the

Wabash Valley Railroad near that cit}-. In the

spring of 1858, he came to Illinois and began

learning portrait work at Prospect City (now Pax-

ton), the process then in use being principally am-

brotj'ping on glass. After spending a few months

in that place he returned to Indiana in the fall

and was employed in the same line of work until.

1861. He then returned to Illinois and settled in

Milford, Iroquois County. Opening a gallery-, he

conducted it until April, 1863, when he removed

to Watseka and opened the first gallery in this

place, erecting a building for the purjiose. Since

that time he has been in active business here.

In the fall of 1858, near La Fayette, Ind., Mr.

AVeaver was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary

Kerr, daughter of John Kerr, of Shawnee Prairie,

Ind., where the lady was born. They have had

three children, two of whom are \'et living: Clara

A., the eldest child, was the wife of Ross F. Bell,

and died at the age of twenty-seven years, leav-

ing one child, Roy AV.,now seven years old. Will-

iam Grant, who married Dina Tibbins, by whom
he has one child, Harry Don, a little lad of three

years, is Superintendent of a railroad in Silverton,

Colo. Adeline, the j'oungest, is at home.

In politics, Mr. Weaver is a Republican, and

while in Indiana was elected .lustice of the I'eace,

when twenty-three years of age. On coming to

Watseka, he was a candidate for Police Magistrate

at the first election held in that village, but was

on the weaker side and was not elected. In 1879,

he was elected Justice of the Peace in Watseka,

was re-elected in 1889, and is now serving in that
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office. He has been City Treasurer two terms and

is the present City Clerk. He cast his first He-

publican vote in 1856 for Fremont and Dayton

and walked several miles to the polling precinct.

Himself and family are all members of the Meth-

odist Church, in which he has been au otticer since

1867. For several years he served as Class-leader,

was active in Suday-school work, and for some

time held the position of Superintendent. For

seventeen years he has been Treasurer of the

County Bible Society. He helped to organize the

Watseka Camp Meeting Association, of whicii

he has been Secretary from tlie beginning, some

eleven years since. The association's beautiful

grounds comprise sixteen .acres and lie adjacent to

AVatseka.

Mr. Weaver helped to organize the Watseka

Building and. Loan Association, of which he has

been a Director continuously since, while for sev-

eral }-ears he served as Vice-president. He is well

up with the times in his art and does the finest

of work in all branches of his business. Some years

ago, in order to improve his skill, he spent some

time in Chicago, taking lessons under the most

eminent artist of the country, Prof. Hessler.

During his whole life, Mr. Weaver has been an

active, busy and temperate man and is well pre-

served mentally and physically. Mr. Weaver

makes an efficient City Clerk and is very popu-

lar in everj- public position he holds, for the rea-

son that he discharges every duty devolving upon

him with ability, promptness and fidelity.

IjF^^ON. TIIOJIAS VKNXUM, a banker of the

|lj)\ firm of Donovan ik Vennum of Milford, is

i^V^ a jjioneer of Iroquois County of 183.^, now

(^y, residing in Watseka but doing business in

Milford. Mr. Vennum is a native of Pennsylvania.

He was born in Washington County on Christmas

Day of 1833, and is a son of Ciiristopher C. and

Kosanna (Paul) Vennum, whose sketch appears on

another page of this work. In the spring of 1835,

he came to Illinois with his parents, traveling by

boat down the Oliio and up the Wabash Rivers.

His father entered Government land on section 4

of what is now Milford Township, Iroquois County,

to which he added by subsequent purchase at pri-

vate sale, and had at his death some seven hundred

acres.

Our subject was a mere child when he came to

Milford and has no recollection of his home in

Pennsylvania or the journey to Illinois. As he

became old enough, he was employed on his father's

farm in the summer and attended school in the

winter time. When seventeen years of age, he re-

turned to Pennsylvania and for one year was a

student at Washington College in his native

county, after which he attended Asbury I'niver-

.sity, now DePauw University, of Greencastle, Ind.

Returning to Illinois, he resumed work on his fa-

ther's farm until 1856, when, at the age of twenty-

three, he was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court and

ex-offlcio Recorder of Iroquois Count3'. He re-

moved to Middleport, then the county seat, and

entered upon the disciiarge of his duties. By his

fidelity and promptness, he made many friends and

was re-elected in 1860 and 1864, serving in all

twelve years in that office. Wlien the county seat

was changed in 1865 to Watseka, he changed his

place of residence to that city, which has since been

his home.

In 1868, on the completion of his third term as

Clerk of the Circuit Court and Recorder, Mr. "\'en-

num joined Messrs. John L. Donovan and George

A. Woodford in establishing the first bank in

Watseka, under the firm name of Donovan, Wood-
ford & Co. That connection continued until Oc-

tober, 1874, when Mr. Vennum went to Tennessee

and for sixteen months was engaged in managing

the raining and shipping of coal at Tracy Cit^^on

contract with the Tennessee Coal and Railway

Company. This business vvas rather experimental.

Not proving i)rofitablc, the contract was abandoned

and he returned to Watseka. In 1876, in company
with John L. Donovan, his former partner, he re-

sumed the banking business, opening the first liank

in Milford, wiiere they have continued in busi-

ness to the present time with marked success. Botii

have still maintained their residences in Watseka.

While a resident of Middleport, ]\Ir. A'ennum

was a member of the firm of II. A. Tillinghast &.
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Co., druggists. The business was subsequentl^y

transferred to AVatseka, and on Dr. Secrest becom-

ing a partner the firm name was changed to Se-

crest, Tillinghast & Co. Our subject continued the

silent partner for a number of years, when he with-

drew.

On the 8tli of April, 1862, Mr. Vennum was

married in Detroit, Mich., to Miss Lucia A. Tullar,

who was born in Brownsville, Lenawee County,

Mich. They have four children living, three sons

and a daughter: Ella Janet is now the wife of Otis

W. Johnson, son of Otis R. Johnson, the well-

known millionaire lumberman of Racine, Wis., and

is the business manager of the Fish Bros. & Co.

AVagon AVorks, of which he and his father are the

principal stockholders; Irving T. is employed with

his father in the bank at Milford; Fred D. is a

clerk in the First National Bank of Chicago; and

Thomas G.,the 3'oungest, is now taking a [irepara-

tory course in Racine College with the view of

entering Yale; Mabel, who was the eldest of the

family, died in infancy.

During his term of office as Clerk of the Circuit

Court, Mr. A''ennum studied law and in 1868 was

admitted to the Bar, but, becoming interested in

banking and other business, never actually engaged

in practice as a profession. On coming of age, he

joined the Republican party, of which he has since

been a consistent member. In the fall of 1870, he

was elected by that party a Representative to the

Illinois Legislature and served as a member of the

Twenty-seventh General Assembly in the sessions

of 1871-72. He was appointed on the Committees

on Finance, Congressional Appointment and Con-

tingent Expenses, and proved an efficient and

useful member. He was chosen Maj'or of AA'at-

seka, a position he filled to the satisfaction of his

fellow-citizens. Socially, he is a member of Iro-

quois Lodge No. 74, I. 0. O. F., and his wife is a

member of the Presb^'terian Church and the daugh-

ter of the Christian Church.

For fifty-seven j-ears, almost his entire lifetime,

Mr. Vennum has been a resident of Iroquois

County. His father and grandfather before him

were worthy pioneers of the same countj', and

their remains lie interred near the site of their

cabin home, which was erected when this region

was a wilderness. Mr. A^^ennum has lived to par-

ticipate in the upbuilding and improvement of

the county and to see it a well-settled, highly-im-

proved and prosperous section of the State. His

business and social relations with his fellow-citi-

zens have been extended and intimate; and as

county official. Legislator, merchant and banker

have ever been such as to command the highest

respect and confidence of all with whom he has

come in contact. Possessing superior business

ability, unquestioned integrit}', temperate and in-

dustrious habits, he has been eminently successful

in his business career. Broad in his views and

possessing a generous fund of general information

acquired by study and well-directed observation,

united with urbanity of manner and evident can-

dor, he is an agreeable and entertaining companion

and a true and trusty friend.

«^^>HOMAS S. IIARRA', an early settler of lUi-

f/('^^
nois, who makes his home in AVatseka,

^^^' claims Kentucky as the State of his na-

tivit}'. He was born in Christian County, on the

31st of August, 1823, and is a son of Samuel

Harry. He was reared to agricultural pursuits, no

event of special importance occurring during his

childhood. After he had attained to mature years,

he was married on the 2d of October, 1844, in

the county of his nativity, to Miss Irena J., daugh-

ter of Ralph Compton, and a native of Chris-

tian County, who was born December 11, 1823.

In 1847, they came to Illinois and settled in Mc-

Lean County, where Mr. Harry was engaged in

farming for a time. He afterward removed to

AVoodford County, and in the spring of 1865 be-

came a resident of Livingston County, locating on

a farm near Chatswortli. By his union with Miss

Compton eight children were born, six of whom
are yet living at this writing: I^liza A. became

the wife of M. B. Lewis and died in 1872; Mary

R. is the wife of AV. H. A'reeland and resides in

Morris, Iowa; Jesse T. wedded Miss Minnie Miller,

and makes his home in INIontana, near AA^Iate Sul-

phur Springs; Thomas Milton married Miss Flora
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Wright, and is living on a farm at Palisade, Ilit-di-

cock County, Neb.; Samuel R. wedded Miss

Laura T. Vail, of Chatsworlh, and is engaged in

the law and abstract business in Watseka, with iiis

brother, William H., who wedded Miss Marj' A.

Vail, and is the senior member of the firm of

Harry Brothers; Jasper C. married Miss Lillie

Bailey, of Fairbury, Livingston County, and re-

sides in Lexington, McLean County, III.; Irene, the

youngest, died at the age of two year.s.

Mr. Harr}' continued to carry on his farm,

which is a valuable one of one hundred and sixty

acres situated near Chatsworth, until the spring of

1883, when he leased it and removed to Watseka,

which has since been the home of himself and

wife. This worthy couple have been consistent

members of the Christian Church for many years

and are highly respected by all who know them.

Mr. Harry was a very enthusiastic Republican in

early life, and gave a patriotic support to the

war for the Union. He was also a great admirer

of Horace Greeley, and in 1872 joined the (ireeley

movement and has since voted with the Demo-

cratic partv. His life has been an active and use-

ful one and has been characterized by integrity

and those qualities that command respect and es-

teem from the most worthy people of the com-

munity where he has resided.

'—^>~^^
•
'
is; ^i?<? SB • -^^T'^Sf—

^

LUFORD T. SCOTT, who for many years

followed farming, but is now living retired

in Milford, was born in Lawrence County,

Ohio, on the 7th of March, 1830. His par-

ents, Jehu and Martha (Templeton) Scott, were

l>oth natives of Virginia, and were reared to man-

hood and womanhood in the Old Dominion. By
their marriage were born ten children, seven sons

and three daughters, and of the family seven are

yet living: Perry, the eldest, married Rachel Ann
Morey, a daughter of Carpenter Morey, and resides

in Boone County, Iowa. They have a family of

eleven children. Elizabeth became the wife of

John Keena, of Lawrence County, Ohio, and died

in 1888, leaving three children. Margaret became

the wife (^ Cornelius Westfall Sights, a resident of

Lawrence County, Ohio, and her death occurred in

that county. Thomas married Miss Susan Ander-

son, and with their six children they make their

home in Davenport, Iowa. Matilda is the widow
of Andrew J. Phidsley, who was a prominent citi-

zen of Milford, where he died about seven years

ago, leaving tiiree children. William T. was

joined in wedlock with Miss Martha Kothgib,

daughter of George Rothgib, a native of Germany.

They reside on a farm five miles south of Milford

with their four children, two sons and two daugh-

ters. Bhiford T. is the next younger. David

married Miss Hanks, and both are now deceased.

Walter C. married Miss Frances Bumgardner, bv

whom he has six children, and resides near Smith-

land, in Shelby County, Ind. Theodore, the j-oung-

est of the family, married Jennie Hefner, by whom
he has two children, a son and daughter. They
are now living near Rossville, Vermilion County,

111.

Tiie subject of this sketch spent his early life in

the State of his nativity, and after attaining to

mature years was married, in December, 1854, the

lady of his choice being Miss Eliza Bartlett. One
child, a son, was born unto them, but died in in-

fancy. The mother was called to her final home in

January, 1856. Mr. Scott was again married, ou
the 2d of July, 1864, his second union being with

Miss Elizabeth Cosby, a daughter of George and

Mary E. (Stiles) Cosb3\ Four children were born

of this union, of whom three are yet living: Row-
ena, born January 17, 1865; Florence, born in

September, 1867; and Robert, born August 9,

1870. Otis, the third child, was born in October,

1868, and died on the 7th of March, 1882.

The year 1864 witnessed the arrival of IMr. Scott

in Iroquois County. It was in the montli of .luly,

that he and Daniel C. Anderson purchased a farm of

two hundred acres in Milford Township, but our

subject soon sold, and in 1869 bought one hundred

and twenty acres in Lovejoy Township, on which he

lived fifteen years. There his wife died July 10,

1880. On the expiration of that period he sold out

and purchased a farm of one hundred and seventy

acres two miles west, and one-half mile south, of

Milford. This was in 1884, and for seven years he
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made his liome thereon, successfully following agri-

cultural pursuits. In December, 1891, he look up

his residence in the village of Milford, where he is

now living a retired life, enjo3'ing a well-earned

rest and the fruits of his former labor. When a

young man, he worked long and earnestly', and

thereby acquired a comfortable competence, which

now supplies liim witli all the necessaries and many

of the luxuries of life. Socially, Mr. Scott is a

member of Milford Lodge No. 253, I. O. O. F.,

and politically, is a Democrat. He is highly re-

spected bj' all who know him, for during the thirty

years of his residence in Iroquois County his life

has erer been such as to win him universal confi-

dence.

(^^ ANFORD K. MARSTON, who is now living

^^^ a retired life, lias long been a leading and

|ll/\U| influential citizen of Onarga. He was born

the 24th of February, 1831, in Augusta,

Me. His grandfather, John Marston, was born in

Portland, Me., December 28, 1773, and married

Peace Fry, of Cumbeiland, Me. Ebenezer Marston,

father of our subject, was also born in tlie Pine

Tree State, and wedded Sarah Sanborn Rideout, also

a native of that State. The}' became the parents of

four sons: Chester Wood, Brackett Nelson, Sanford

K. and Ephraim. The death of the father occurred

in 1862. His widow long survived him and was

called to her final rest November 18, 1885.

Under the .parental roof, our subject spent the

days of his boyhood. A short time previous to his

twenty-first birthday, he married Miss Sarah Field,

a daughter of Benjamin and Harriet (Rideout)

Field, their union being celebrated on the 11th of

January, 1852. Four years later, in 1856, they

emigrated Westward to Illinois, Mr. Marston hop-

ing to benefit his financial condition thereby. The

following spring, his father came West and to-

gether they settled on a farm in what is now Ford

County, about six miles west of Onarga. They
owned and operated about a half-section of land for

seven years. Sanford also purchased forty acres of

land on which Onarga is now situated, and of this

he still owns one-half. He continued to engage in

agricultural pursuits until 1863, when he removed

to the village of Onarga and for a time engaged

in real-estate dealing. He then established a brick

yard and built a number of brick business houses

in this place. Later he sold out and began dealing

in lumber and agricultural implements as a partner

of William P. Pierson. After three years he bought

out Mr. Pierson 's interest and added anew depart-

ment, that of handling grain. He was thus em-

ployed until 1884, when he sold out, selling, the

south elevator to Benjamin H.Durham. He is now
living retired, enj03-ing a well-earned rest.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Marston have been born

three children: Benjamin, born August 21, 1854,

died at the age of twenty-one months; Mary Au-

gusta, born Jul}^ 8, 1855, is the wife of Robert F.

Cummings, of Clifton, and they became the parents

of six children, five living: Lenore; Marion Mars-

ton; Austin Benjamin, who died at the age of two

years; Florence, Irene and Marston. Harriet Field,

born April 16, 1858, is the wife of Milton Doolittle.

They reside in Atkinson, Neb., with their three

children: Mary Triphenia, Marston and Helen Au-

gusta.

When Mr. Marston located in Ford County he

was the prime mover in effecting the organization

of the township for school purposes, and his wife

taught the first school in Lyman Township in her

own house. Mr. Marston informed himself con-

cerning the school law, and his services proved of

much benefit to the communit\'. After the town-

ship was organized he was elected its first Treas-

urer and was also its first Supervisor. After re-

moving to Onarga, he was elected a member of the

first Board of Trustees of Grand Prairie Seminary,

and is the only one of the original eighteen who is

now holding the office.

Mr. Marston is now Secretary of the Illinois

Grain Merchants' Association, intended for the

protection of grain merchants against railroad and

other large corporations, unjust legislation, etc.

He was a member of the Good Templars' lodge

for a period of six years, and largely through his

instrumentality the saloons were driven from this

place. The initiatory step was taken by a number

of the most prominent ladies of Onarga, who pro-
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ceeded with li.ilcliets and otlic>r small instruments

of warfare in a raid upon llie saloons. That was

thirty years ago. and since then no saloons have

tlourished in Onarga. Botli Mr. and Sirs. Marston

are faithful and consistent members of the Methodist

K|)iscopal Church, in which he holds the office of

Trustee. He was one of the original members of

tlie Republican party, but is now independent in

politics, placing America and her institutions be-

fore any party. He votes for the man whom he

thinks best qualified to fill the ofiice. He is a public-

si)irited and progressive citizen who takes a com-

mendable interest in everything pertaining to the

welfare of the community, and no man has done

more for Onarga and its upbuilding than Mr.

Marston. His life has been well and worthily spent

and his example is worthy of emulation in many
respects.

1^^ KELY HETFIELD, a prominent farmer

and stock-raiser of Watseka, was born in

Crawford County, 111., October 28, 1821,

the son of Adam 8. and Harriet

(Miller) Iletfield, both of whom were natives of

the Empire .State. The father of our subject was

a soldier in the War of 1812, and took part in the

battle of Lundy's Lane. He took a most active

part in all the campaigns of that war, being in

Ripley's command. After his discharge, in com-

l)any with John Bartlett, a comrade in the service,

he made a trip down the Mouongahela and Ohio

Rivers to Evansville, Ind., whence they went

to Ft. Harrison on the AVabash River, and from

there to Ft. Waj'ne, returning home from that

place. Pleased with what he had seen of the

West, he and his brother Aaron concluded to re-

move there and at first settled in Crawford County,

111. Tiie country was then veiy new and unoccu-

pied, there being about as many Indians as white

men in those parts. They made frequent trips

during the next few years to New Orleans, where

their market was. Adam Iletfield lived in Craw-

ford Count3' for nine 3^ears, enduring all the hard-

ships and privations of pioneer life. He next re-

beinc

moved to Fountain County, Ind., and resided there

during the remainder of his life, his death occur-

ring in 1839.

Our subject was the second child in a family of

five children, and received such educational ad-

vantages as were afforded by the common schools

of Fountain County. At that time, schools were far

apart and there was only a three-month term during

the year. He had to go a distance of from two to

four miles, riding when he went the latter dis-

tance back and forth each day during the time of his

school attendance. At the time of his father's

death, he was but seventeen years of age and he

succeeded to the management of tiie farm, taking

entire charge of the same until his mother's death,

in 1848. Two years later, he came to Iroquois

County, and in 1851 purchased a farm. Since

that time, his home has been in this county.

The same year, on the 11th of August, Mr.

Iletfield was united in marriage with Miss Rebecca

White, whose father, Amos White, was a native of

New Jersey and an earl}' settler of this county.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hetfield have been born four chil-

dren; the eldest, Carrie, now Sirs. B. L. Euans,

resides at Colorado Springs, Colo., at which place

her husband is physician in chief at the branch

Keeley Institute. The other children are Ada,

Ilattie and Delia.

In his early manhood, Mr. Iletfield was politi-

cally a Whig, his first Presidential vote being cast

for Henry Clay. He continued in that party

until Douglas was nominated for President, and

since that time has been a supporter of the Demo-

cratic party. He is a public-spirited man, who

endeavors to promote, with all his power, the best

interests of the community in which he resides,

and is a zealous worker in all directions pertain-

ing to the advancement of its welfare. Recog-

nizing this, his fellow-townsmen elected him

Mayor of Watseka, which position he occupied for

two terms, discharging the duties of that office

most acceptably. He has been very successful in

busine.'-s and now owns over five hundred acres of

the finest farming lands in the county, besides

various other business interests. His residence is

one of the most comfortable and pleasant homes

in the town of Watseka, and its hospitality is ex-
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teiKied to a wide circle of friends. Mr. Hetfleld

Ijas followed the occupation of farming and stock-

raising nearly all his life, and for years carried on

an extensive business in shipping cattle from

Texas to the northern markets.

I
^' OSEPH M. KEATII, who is engaged in gen-

eral farming on section a, Milford Town-

ship, was born on the 11th of INIay, 1858, in

\^|// Boone Count3', Ind., and is a son of Uriah

Y. and Nancy (Carrington) Kcath. His father

was a native of Kentucky, and in an early day

emigrated to Indiana, where he met and married

Miss Carrington, a native of that State. In 1860,

when our subject was only two years of age, they

came to Illinois and settled on a farm in Ash

Grove Township, Iroquois County, comprising

eighty acres, to the cultivation and improvement

of which Mr. Keath devoted his energies foi' a

period of fifteen years. He then removed to Bel-

mont Township, where he and his wife now reside.

He is a leading agriculturist of the community,

and both himself and wife arc highly respected

people.

Our subject is one of nine children, but of the

family Addison, Matilda, William and Nannie are

deceased. Those living are Joseph, Edward,

Aaron, Cornelius and Mary. Edward married

Virginia Bodej', daughter of Frank Bodey, of Bel-

mont Township; they have two little children, a

son and a daughter. The other children are still

at home.

The subject of this sketch has spent almost his

entire life in Iroquois County. Upon his father's

farm he was reared to manhood, and as soon as old

enougli to handle the plow, he began to aid in its

cultivation. During the winter months, when the

work upon the farm was over, he attended the

public schools, where he acquired a good English

education. Mr. Keath is a well-informed man,

having become conversant with all topics of gen-

eral interest by reading and observation.

A marriage ceremony performed on the 7th of

October, 1880, united the destinies of Joseph M.

Keath and Miss Jennie Smith. Their union has

been blessed with a famil}' of five children, four of

whom are yet living, namely: Mearle, born July

10, 1881; Ethel, December 4, 188.3; Homer, June

4, 1886; and Clarence, March 1.3, 1890. Earl,

born on the 15th of September, 1888, died in

infancy.

Mr. and Mrs. Keatli began their domestic life

upon a rented farm in Milford Township, where

they resided for nine years, and then removed to

their present place of residence. Both are members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a thrifty

and successful agriculturist, and his industry per-

severance and good management have secured him

a good income. He is a Republican, but has

never taken a very prominent part in public affairs,

having lived a quiet, unassuming and honorable

life, which has won him universal regard. Those

who have known him from boyhood are among his

stanchest friends, a fact which indicates an honor-

able career.

'ji^:REDERlCK W. MEYER is one of the proin-

ll-i/sy i.nent and enterprising lousiness men of

^1\ Wood worth. He has for man}'^ years served

as its efficient and popular Postmaster, and is also

engaged in general merchandising. He established

business in this line about 1875. As his capital

consisted of only about 8425, he started with a

small stock, but as his trade has increased he has

constantly' enlarged his stock to meet the growing

demand, and now occupies a store 24x73 feet. It

is well supplied with everything in the line of

general merchandise and he is doing a good busi-

ness, having by his courteous treatment and fair

dealing built up an excellent trade. I lis annual

sales now amount to about $18,000.

Mr. Meyer was born in Ripley County, Ind.,

April 25, 1853, and is a son of John D. and Eliza-

beth (Huffmeyer) Meyer. His father was born

near Osnabruck, Germany, September 29, 1829,

and his mother was born in Minden, Germany.

At the age of nineteen, John Meyer emigrated to

America, locating first in Cincinnati, where he
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learned the trade of a masoD, following that occu-

pation two years. He then removed to Mt. Pleas-

ant, Ohio, and subseiiiiently to Eatesville, Ind.,

wliere he engaged in farming. In 18.t7. he came

to Will County, III., where from the wild prairie

he developed a farm, on which he still makes his

home. The mother of our subject died when he

w.as fifteen years of age, leaving eight children,

five of whom are now living: .John F., a resident

uf Will County, 111.; Frederick of this sketch;

Mrs. Elizabeth AVagner, who is living in Engle-

wood, 111.; August F., a farmer of Ash Grove

Township; and Anna, wife of W. H. Scheiwe, of

Will County. After the death of his first wife,

Mr. Meyer married Anna Salmon, and unto them

were born nine children. He and his famil^^ are

members of the Lutheran Church. He formerly

supported the Republican part}', but is now a

Democrat. His father resides with him and is

now ninety-two years of age, but his mental fac-

ulties are still unimpaired.

AVe now take up the personal history of our

subject, who was reared in Will Count}' amid the

wild scenes of frontier life. At the age of thir-

teen, he left home to attend school in Ft. Wayne,

Ind., and for five years was a student in Concordia

College, but was forced to abandon his studies on

.•iccount of typhoid fever, which affected his eye-

sight. Reading in subsequent years, combined

with his school privileges, has made him a well-

informed man, and he always keeps posted on the

current topics of the day.

On the 19th of December, 187.'), Mr. Meyer was

married to Miss Mary Lucke, daughter of August

I.ucke, one of the early settlers of this county.

F.ight children have been born unto them, as fol-

lows: Mar}', born April 11. 1877; Fred, December

17, 1878; Anna, November 17, 1880; William,

.January 1.3, 1883; Freda, May 12, 1885; Clara,

November 21, 1887; Helena, April 14, 1890; and

the baby, October 1, 1892. The children were

liorn in their present home and are being educated

in the public and German parochial schools.

Mr. Meyer entered upon his business career at

the age of twenty, being employed as clerk in a

store in Crete. He afterward served in the same

1 upficity in Chicago, and at the age of twenty-two

began business for himself in Woodworth. He is

a man of good business ability, enterprising and

progressive, and his career has been a successful

one. Himself and family are members of the

Lutheran Church, and he is Secretar}' of the con-

gregation. He took a prominent part in the build-

ing of the house of worship, of which he has ever

been a liberal supporter. He cast his first Presi-

dential vote for Samuel .1. Tilden, but has since

been identified with the Republican ])arty. He
held the office of Township Clerk for two years,

and since 1876 has been the efficient Postmaster

of Woodworth.- Mr. Meyer well deserves the high

regard in which he is held, for he is a man of

sterling worth and integrity.

Jt—^ENRY W. NORTON. Among the wide-

jl/)|; awake and enterprising business men of

*i^ AVellington should be mentioned the gen-

(^) tleman whose name heads this sketch, who
for many j'ears h.as been connected with the lead-

ing interests of this place. He is the junior member
of the well-known firm of Pate A' Norton, grain

dealers.

Mr. Norton w.-ui born on the 1st of March, 1852,

in this State, and is a son of Charles and L^rsula

(Smith) Norton. On the maternal side he traces

his ancestry back to Rev. Henry Dunster, who was

the first President of Harvard College. From a

memoir of that gentleman the following is quoted:

"The name Dunster signifies a dweller upon a dun

or down, and is of Saxon origin. There is a mar-

ket town in Somersetshire, England, and a castle

there by that name, hence the origin of the family

crest: 'Diinster, out of the top of a tower, ar, an

arm emboss, vested gri, cuffed of the first, holding

a tilling spear, sa.' Rev. Henry Dunster was born

about 1610, and arrived in Boston toward the lat-

ter part of the summer of 1640. For a time he

resided on his own estate, at what is now the north-

east corner of Court and Washington Streets,

His reputation as an eminent scholar had evidently

preceded him, for immediately upon bis arrival Ue
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was waited on by the Governor, Magistrates, Eld-

ers and ministers and was asl<ed to remove to Cam-

bridge and assume tlie presidency of tlie college, a

position which he filled through much of his life.

He was a finished scholar in the Hebrew, Greek

and Latin languages. Thus fitted by education

and by several ^years' experience as a teacher, he

entered upon the work of organizing and conduct-

ing the college affairs. Harvard had been estab-

lished several yeai's before hut was little else than

an advanced school. Quincy, Pierce and Elliott,

the modern historians of Harvard College, have

recoided their testimonials as to the puritj' and

nobility of his character and his great success in

both the executive and the teaching departments

of the college. Rev. Shepherd, the pastor at Cam-

bridge, calls him, 'a man, pious, faithful and fit to

teach and very fit to lay the foundations of the

domestical affairs of the college.'
"

The grandmother of our subject, Eliza Beniis,

was of the sixth generation in direct descent from

Rev. Henry Dunster. She was born August 3,

1804, and on the 19th of December, 1822, became

the wife of Lorin Smith, of Monkton, Vt. They

removed to Illinois in 1848. They had six chil-

dren, two sons and four daughters. Both sons

died when young. Of the daughters, Ursula, the

mother of our subject, was the third in order of

birth. She married Charles Norton, a Vermont

farmer. He was a native of the Green Mountain

State and followed agricultural pursuits for some

years, but has for many jears been engaged in the

grain business in AVataga, Knox County, 111. Both

parents are still living. They had three children,

the eldest of whom is our subject. Jennie is now
the wife of H. S. Magraw, a book-keeper of Helena,

Mont. Herrick is a telegraph operator on the

Santa Fe Railroad at Galesburg, 111.

We now take up the personal history of H. W.
Norton, whose boyhood days were spent in Knox
Count}', 111., he there residing until nineteen years

of age. • His educational advantages were those

afforded by the common schools, and bj' subsequent

reading, observation and experience he has become

a well-informed man, and keeps posted on all the

current events of the day. After starting out in

life for himself, lie worked for tlie Chicago. Bur-

lington & Quincj' Railroad for about two years.

In 1871, he left Knox County and removed to

Stark County, where he was again in the employ

of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, re-

maining with that company for a period of six

years. His long continuance with that corpora-

tion shows that he was faithful to the duties re-

posed in him, and had the full confidence of his

employers. It was the autumn of 1878 that wit-

nessed Mr. Norton's arrival in Wellington.- Here

he entered into partnership with S. C. Jack & Co.,

in the grain business, remaining a member of that

firm until he formed the present partnership with

Alexander Pate, their association covering a period

of ten consecutive j-ears.

In political sentiment, Mr. Norton is a Demo-

crat, and his first Presidential vote was cast for

Gen. W. S. Hancock. During President Cleve-

land's administration he served as Postmaster of

Wellington. Spcially, he is a member of the Ma-

sonic fraternitj', belonging to Star Lodge No. 709

A. F. (feA. M.; Chapter No. 139, R. A. M.; and

Mt. Olivet Commandery No. 38, K. T.,of Paxton.

During his long residence in Wellington he has

become widely and favorably known, and his many
excellencies of character have won for him the

warm regard of a large circle of friends and ac-

quaintances. By strict business principles and fair

dealing he has gained the confidence and good-

will of his many patrons, and has achieved a well-

merited success. He is numbered among the sub-

stantial citizens of the community.

TL=^ E^^KY KORITZ, one of the self-made men
of Irocjuois County, is a well-known fanner

'^ and stock-raiser of Ridgeland Township.

He claims German}' as the land of his birth,

having been born near Hesse-Cassel June 16, 1838,

and is a son of Christopher and Mary Koritz.

The family of tills worthy couple numbered five

children, as follows: Conrad, who died in 1850;

Christopher, who is still living in German}';

Catherine, the wife of Christopher Pinkenburg,

also a resident v( the Fatherland; Sophia, who
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liecame the wife of Henry Pinkenbiu'g. and died in

1882; and our subject.

The subject of this siiotch is the youngest in the

family. He was reared to manhood in his native

land and his education was acquired in tlie public

schools, which he attended until fourteen 3-ears of

age. At the age of sixteen, he began earning his

(iwn livelihood. He learned the weaver's trade,

which he followed for a number of j'ears, or until

his emigration to America, in 1858. AVishing to

try his fortune in the New World, of whose ad-

vantages he had heard so much, he crossed the

Atlantic in a sailing-vessel, and after a voyage of

five weeks landed in New York City on the 4th of

Jul}', 1858. He did not remain long in the eastern

metropolis, but at once journeyed Westward to

Chicago, and thence went to Crete. Will County,

111. He had borrowed mone^- to bring him to

America and had again to borrow in Chicago

to bring him to Crete. He began work on a farm

at $8 per month, and was thus employed for a

period of five years, after which he rented land

for two years and engaged in farming on his own
account.

In the meantime, Mr. Koritz was married, June

18, 18G2, to Miss Anna (irod, daughter of John

Henry and Elizabeth (Jrod. liy their union has

been boi'n eight children, as follows: Henr}', who
is now engaged in Kidgeland Township; Elizabeth,

wife of Russell Chaffev, a resident farmer of Ford

County; John and Otto, both at home; Mary,

wife of .James Zee; Carl, Alfred and Amos, who
complete the family.

It was in 1865 that Mr. Koritz removed to this

county. He located in Ridgcland Township, and

purchased eighty acres of railroad land at $12 per

acre. There were no improvements whatever

upon the place, not a field having been planted or

even a furrow turned. He at once began the de-

velopment of this land, which he continued to

operate until 1880, when he removed to the beau-

tiful farm on which he now resides. Mr. Koi-itz is

one of the extensive land-owners of the commu-
nitj-, and in addition to the five hundred and

sixty acres of land on which he makes his home,

all situated in Kidgeland Town.-hip. he owns one

hundred and sixty acres in Eord County. A

glance at his farm indicates the thrift and enter-

prise of the owner. His fields are well tilled, and

yield to him abundant harvests; there are good

buildings and the place seems complete in all its

appointments. In connection with the cultivation

of his land. Mi'. Koritz carries on stock-raising,

making a specialty of the breeding of Polled-

Angus cattle.

Mr. Koritz and his family are all members of

the German Lutheran Church, and they are well-

known people of this community, who rank high

in social circles. In his political affiliations, our

subject is a Democrat, but has never been an office-

seeker, preferring t© devote his time and attention

to his business interests, in which he has met with

excellent success, owing to his perseverance and

well-directed energies. He is one of the leading

.and substantial farmers of the community, and

well deserves representation in the history of his

adopted county.

«# ^>

yklLLIAM MI.SCH, who is engaged in gen-

/ eral merchandising in Milford and is a

prominent business m.an of that place,

was born in Russo, Germany, September 20, 1852.

His grandfather. Christian IMisch, was ninety

years of age at the time of his death. The parents

of our subject, August and Fredericka (Schultz)

Misch, were both natives of German}'. Emigrat-

ing to America, they became residents of Iroquois

County, where the father died in Februarj-, 1886.

The mother is still living, and makes her home in

Milford. Their farail}' numbered seven children,

as follows: August, born in Germany, in October,

1850, married Mrs. Aldret Gray, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Northrop, and lost his life while mining

in Rico, Colo., May 21, 1892. William, of this

sketch, is the next younger. Minnie, born in

1851, is the wife of Isaac N. Strickler, a resident

of Anselmo, near Broken Bow, Custer County,

Neb. They have five children: Cora, AVillie, Min-

nie, Henry and a baby. Rachael, who was born in

1856, is the wife of Joseph Vessels, also a resident

of Anselmo, Neb. Four childioii have been born
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of their uuion. Augusta, born in 1858, is the

wife of John C. Miller, by whom she lias a daugh-

ter. Eva. Louis, who was born in 1863, married

Disa McMillan, a sister of his brother William's

wife, and they have a little son about eighteen

mouths old. Dora, the youngest child, resides in

Milford with her mother.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who with his mother, brothers and sisters

came to America in childhood. The father had

previously crossed the Atlantic, in 1859, and after

a short residence in the Empire State, removed to

Illinois in 1862, making a permanent settlement

in Iroquois County. Here the children were all

reared to years of maturity. William acquired his

education in the common schools, and received

his business training in the store of Joseph Flech-

man, where he was engaged in clerking for four

years. He was afterward employed as a salesman

in the store of Daniel Fay, of Watseka, for a

period of six years. On the expiration of that

time lie returned to Milford and purchased the

grocery store owned by John A. Holmes. With

the assistance of his brother Louis, he carried on

that store for a year, and then admitted to part-

nership F. AV. Durvee, and put in a stock of

general merchandise. After a year he bought out

his partner's interest, and since that time has con-

ducted the business alone.

An important event in the life of Mr. Misch

occurred on the 28th of December, 1881, when he

led to the marriage altar Miss Ruby McJMillin,

daughter of Reason IT. and Martha McMillin, resi-

dents of Danville, 111. One child graces their

union, a daughter, Maud McJMilliu, who was born

March 1, 1886.

Mr. Misch is numbered among the prominent

and influential citizens of this communit}', as well

as one of its leading business men. He was

honored with the Office of Alderman for two

terras, was also Treasurer of Milford, and in 1890

was President of the School Board. The cause of

education has ever found in him a warm friend,

and diiring his connection with the School Board

he did much for its advancement. Himself and

wife are members of the Christian Church, in

which he fills the office of Deacon and Trustee,

They both take an active interest in church work,

and are earnest laborers in the Master's vineyard.

In his social relations, Mr. Misch is an Odd Fel-

low, holding membership with Farmers' Lodge No.

253, I. O. O. F.

Our subject is an enterprising and sagacious

man, and his business has grown from a small be-

ginning until he now has one of the largest stores

in the county. He carries a full and complete

stock, and by his industrious efforts, courteous

treatment of his customers, and fair and honest

dealing, he has secured a good trade. His mercan-

tile caieer he has conducted upon honest business

principles, depending on his own energies, judg-

ment and straightforward dealing for success, and

the liberal patronage which he now receives is cer-

tainly well deserved.

^ RANK L. HOOPER, the junior member of

{si' the well-known law firm of Morris &
/I}, Hooper, of Watseka, and a rising young

lawyer of that city, is a native of Iroquois County.

He was born in Belmont Township on the 21st of

April, 1864. His parents, John B. and Sarah M.

(Marter) Hooper, were early settlers of Iroquois

County, and a sketch of their lives is given else-

where in this work.

In 1871, Frank L. removed with his parents

to Danville, III., where he attended the Dan-

ville High School, and later read law with Tracj'

B. Harris, of Watseka. He subsequently took a

full law course in the University of Michigan, at

Ann Arbor, from which he was graduated. He

was admitted to the Bar when twentj'-one years of

age, and in that same year he formed a law part-

nership with T. B. Harris, and entered upon the

practice of his profession at Watseka. That con-

nection continued until broken b^- the death of

Mr. Harris. In January, 1891, our subject formed

the existing law partnership with the Hon. Free P.

Morris, under the firm name of Morris it Hooper.

On the 29th of September, 1891, Mr. Hooper

was united in marriage in AV^tseka with Miss
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Grace Willoiighby. Tlie lady was born in Wat-

seka, and is a daughter of Aaron and Nancy Wil-

loiigliby, who were among the early settleis of

this place.

In politics, Mr. Hooper is a Democrat. He has

never held a political office. For four years he

was attorney' for the city of Watseka, but accepted

the position only for the reason that it was in the

line of his chosen iirofession. He was a candidate

for .State's Attorney in 1888, and, although de-

feated, ran about four hundred votes ahead of his

ticket. The firm of ^lorris ct Hooper are proprie-

tors of the Watseka Electric Light plant, and are

interested in farm lands situated in Iro<iuois

CcHinty. Mr. Hooper is a Master Afason, holding

membership with Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F.

iV: A. M. He has made his home in Watseka since

1881 , and has been in the active and successful prac-

tice of his profession for the past seven years. He
is a thorough student, possesses superior natural

legal talent, and is rapidly gaining prominence as

a successful lawyer. The firm of which he is a

member has an extensive practice and is classed

among the more important law firms of Eastern

Illinois.

REDERICK S. FRAZEE, is a representa-

tive farmer of Ridgeland Township, resid-

ing on section 15, where he has made his

home for the long ))eriod of twenty consecutive

years. He there owns and operates two hundred

and forty acres of arable land, wliich is under a

high state of cultivation and well-improved. He
carries on general farming and stock-raising and

is recognized as a successful business man. He is

methodical and systematic, practical and progress-

ive and success has attended his well-directed

efforts.

The life record of our subject is .is follows: A
native of New Jersey, he was born in Newark on

the 4tli of February, 1830. His parent* were

Turner and Martha (Meeker) Frazee. His father

was also a natjve of New Jersey, and was of French

descent. By trade he was a shoemaker. In 18;38.

19

he removed to Warren Count}', Ohio, where he re-

sided for nineteen years, when, in 1857, he came to

Illinois. He took up his residence in Ridgeland

Township, Iroquois County, upon a forty-acre

tract of land on section 7, which he purchased

from his son William, who pre-empted it from the

Government. To the occupation of farming he

devoted his energies throughout the remainder of

his life. His death occurred in 1881, and his wife

passed awa}' the year previous. Both were mem-
bers of the Bai)tist Church. The family of this

worth}- couple numbered ten children, as follows:

I\Iary, who died in 18.36; William, a valiant sol-

dier of Company D, One Hundred and Thirteenth

Illinois Infantry, died in 1864 at Camp Butler,

.Springfield, from disease contracted in the Yazoo

Bottoms near Vicksburg, Miss., having served over

two years; Aaron, a farmer and bl.acksmith resid-

ing near Franklin, AVarren County, Ohio; Fred-

erick, who was a twin brother of Aaron and died

in infancy; James, who enlisted for the late war in

August, 1862, served over a year as a private of

Company D, One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois

Infantry, and is now engaged in farming in Mich-

igan; Sarah E., who died in 1850; Julia, wife of

John McMillan, a farmer residing near Chats-

worth, Livingston County, 111.; Lewis D., who is

engaged in agricultural pursuits in Ridgeland

Township; and John T., also a farmer residing in

Ridgeland Township.

Our subject spent the first eight years of his life

in the city of Newark, N. J., and in Essex County,

and then accompanied the family on their removal

to Ohio, after whicii he was reared to manhood
ui)on a farm. The common schools afforded him
his educational privileges and he remained at home
with ills parents until he had attained his major-

ity, when he started out to earn his own liveli-

hood. This he did by workin,' for a year as a

farm hand at !j>6 per month. He then, operated a

farm on shares until 1855, when he left the

Buckeye .State and came to L'oquois Count}-, III.

Here he purch.ased eighty acres of railroad land on

section 18, Ridgeland Township, making his home
thereon, until 1872, when he leased one hundred

and sixty acres of land on section 15, for eleven

years. ( »n the px|)irMtioii of the lease iie ))urchased
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the same, and since that time he has extended the

boundaries of his farm until now two hundred and

forty acres of rich land yield to him a golden

tribute in return for his care and cultivation.

On the 19th of November, 1868, Mr. Frazee mar-

ried Miss Ellen, daughter of John and Mary

(Bowron) Furb}'. Mrs. P'razee was born July 15,

1843, in Darlington. County of Durham, England.

Her father was born at Reading, Berkshire, Eng-

land, and her mother in Durham. In 1857, they

sailed with their familj" of children to America.

The first ten years were spent in Raysville, Henry

County, Ind. In 1867, they came to RidgeLand

Township, where the wife died in February, 1870,

being flftj'-seven years old. Since 1880, her hus-

band has made his home in Atlanta, Ga. Should

he live till Febiuary 3, 1893, he will be eighty years

old. All his children, six girls and two boys, are

living. In England Mr. Furby was a merchant,

in Indiana he followed the nurserj' business, and

after coming to Illinois he farmed. B_v this union

have been born six children, three sons and three

daughters: Arthur, Louise, Edith, Clara, John and

Frederick. Edith is now engaged in teaching

school. The familv is well known in this com-

munity, and its members rank high in the social

circles in which they move.

Mr. Frazee manifested his loyalty to the Gov-

ernment during the late war bj' responding to the

call for troops. He enlisted on the 6th of August,

1862, as a private of Company D, One Hundred

and Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, and was mus-

tered into service at Chicago. He went from there

to Cairo and thence down the Mississippi River to

Memphis, Tenu., and on to Vicksburg, where he

served as guard on a Government boat. He after-

ward was engaged in guarding prisoners which

were sent to Springfield, HI., and was camp guard

in that city until 1864, when he went Soutii to

Memphis, Tenn., with the troops. He participated

in the battle of Guntown, Miss., on the 10th of

June, 1864, and was shot in the lower jaw on the

right side by a minic-ball, whicli carried away two

inches of the bone, then passed through his neck.

He was taken to Overton Hospital, where he re-

mained until 1865. Ere his discharge he was pro-

moted to the rank of Corporal, When the war

was over and the country no longer needed his'

services, he was mustered out as one of the valiant

soldiers who had faithfully defended the Union in

its hour of peril. He is now a member of W. A.

Babcock Post No. 416, G. A. R., of Onarga, and

in politics is a stanch Republican, warmly advo-

cating the principles of that party. He has held

the offices of Road Commissioner and School

Trustee. In religious belief he, his wife and three

oldest children are Baptists, holding membership

with the church in Oilman. He is alike true to

every public and private trust and the county

numbers him among its valued citizens.

•~i- =m>^<^^

tON.
FREE P. MOKRIS, senior member of

I

the firm of Morris A Hooper, of Watseka.a

leading law firm of Iroquois Count}', wiis

^^ born in the town of Bloom, Cook County-,

111,, on the 19th of March, 1854, and is a son of

Charles and Sarah (Thomas) Morris. His father

was born in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1820, In his

native State he married Miss Sarah Tliomas, who
was born in Wilkes Barre, Pa. He engaged in the

coal business in the East, and in 1849 came with

his family to Illinois, locating on a farm in Cook

Count}', His death occurred in 1882. Mrs, Morris

survives her husband, and is now residing in Chi-

cago.

Free P. Morris attended school in Blue Island,

and afterward was a student in the Chicago High

School, Following this he entered the Union

Law .School of the Northwestern University, of

Evanston, and was graduated in the Class of '71,

He subsequently read law under the preceptorship

of T. S, McClelland, a distinguished law3er of Chi-

cago, and in 1874 was admitted to the Bar before

tiie Supreme Court of Illinois at Ottawa, He at

once established himself in practice at Watseka,

soon becoming a prominent member of the

Iroquois County Bar, Not long afterward he

formed a law partnership with Robert Doyle, of

that place, which connection continued until 1888,

when Mr. Doyle retired from practice.

On the 1 3th of June, 1881, Mr. Moi-i-is was mar-
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ried in Saguache, Colo., to Miss Minnie Lott, who

was born in Ottawa, III., and is a daughter of

Andrew P. and Maria A. Lott. The^- have one

child, a son, Eugene, who was born in Watseka in

July, 1887.

In politics, Mr. Morris is a Democrat, and is

prominent in the councils of his party, having

served at various times as a delegate to State and

congressional conventions. He has l)een a mem-

ber of the Watseka Hoard of Educ^alion a number

of years. In 1884 he was elected to the Illinois

Legislature as a nienibor of the Thirty-fourth Gen-

eral Assembly, and served on the Committees on

Judiciary, Education and Railroads, and was Chair-

man of the Committee on Federal Relations. In

1888, he was elected to the Thirtj-sixth General

Assembly, and was appointed on the committee on

Judiciary, Public Charities, Railroads, Education,

Militarj' Affairs and License, and was also a mem-
ber of the Conference Committee of that session,

and did good service on all. In 1891 he declined

accepting the nomination of his party for Judge

of the Circuit Court. In 1892 he was a prominent

candidate before the Democratic State Convention

for Attorney-General, and lost the nomination

through a question of expediency, it being thought

desirable to give the place on the ticket to a

representative of a certain nationality. This con-

dition, ^Ir. Morris, by an unfortunate circum-

stance of birth, was unable to fulfill, although it is

said of him that on a certain memorable occasion

in Judge Blade's court, he exhibited in his lan-

guage such a marked accent of the required nation-

ality, that he was reproved by the court, and barely

escaped a fine for contempt of court. Had our sub-

ject addressed the late State convention in as

broad an accent as he displayed on the occasion al-

luded to. no doubt he would have been nominated

by acclamation. Mr. Morris was nominated by

the Senatorial Convention of the Sixteenth Dis-

trict, in June, 1892, for Member of the Thirty-

eiglith General Assembly. The nomination was

made without his knowledge, he not having been

a candidate.

For eighteen years Mr. Morris has been in active

practice in the local and Stale courts of Illinois,

has met with marked success, and has built up an

extensive and lucrative business. He is attorney

for two important railway corporations, that of

the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the "Big Four."

The existing partnership with Mr. Hooper was

formed in 1890. Mr. Morris is a member of Wat-

seka Lodge No. 446, A. F. A- A. M., and AVaLseka

Chajiter No. 114, R. A. M. He is also a member

of Watseka Lodge, K. of P., of which he is the

District Deputy. He is interested in farming

lands, owning two farms in Iroquois County. Mr.

Morris has succeeded in building up an extensive

practice, and the firm of which he is a member

stands in the foremost ranks of the profession in

Eastern Illinois, and gets a large share of legal

business in the local courts, together with an im-

portant part of that before the Supreme Court of

the State and that in the United States Courts.

As a trial lawyer and an advocate, Mr. Morris is

the peer of any of the Bar of Eastern Illinois. He

is popular and is much esteemed by his fellow-cit-

izens for his ability, industry and integrity.

EDWIN L. AVHEELER, of Onarga, was num-

bered among the pioneer settlers of Eastern

fj
^~ Illinois, having for many 3'ears been con-

nected with the history of Livingston County,

especially during its early days. He was horn in

Columbia County, N. Y., in the town of Hillsdale,

on the 8th of September, 181,5, and was a son of

Lewis and Susan (Flint) Wheeler. They had but

two children, Oscar and Edwin L. The father

died in the Empire State when our subject was but

four years old. The family afterward removed

to Massachusetts, and for some time made their

home in Barrington. On the 28th of April, 1838.

Edwin Wheeler and his mother started for the

West, traveling by way of the Erie Canal to liuf-

falo, thence by steamer to Cleveland and on by

the Ohio Canal to Licking County, Ohio, where

they spent the summer. In October following Mr.

AVheeler purchased an ox-tcam, and with his fam-

ilj' resumed the journey, their destination being

Iowa, liut on reaching Fountain County, Ind.,
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they were obliged to remain there on account of

the severe winter weather. vSecuring a winter

school, Mr. Wheeler engaged in teaching until the

following March, and in May he again started

westward, expecting to locate at Rock River, in

Illinois. However, circumstances changed his de-

termination. On account of high water, he conld

get no further than Long Point in Livingston

County, 111., and he there spent thirty years of

his life.

On reaching that place, Mr. Wheeler had only

enough money to enter eighty acres of unim-

proved Government land. He did all his milling

and marketing with an ox-team, driving to Ot-

tawa, a distance of thirty miles. He marketed his

stock in Chicago, and then could get only %2 per

hundred pounds, until the Chicago & Illinois

Canal was finished, which gave then a nearer

market. Mr. AVheoler experienced all the haid-

ships and trials of frontier life, he and his

brother being among the earliest settlers of Living-

ston County.

In .January, 1845, Mr. Wheeler was united in

marriage with Miss Martha, daughter of Rice and

Nanc3- (Tajior) Donoho, and of tlie children born

to them six are now living. Amelia, born Febru-

ary 29, 1848, became the wife of John R. Dimmitt,

who died March 30, 1877. They had two chil-

dren, one of whom is now living, Eva L. She

and her mother now reside in Onarga. Sarah,

born February 2G, 1853, is the wife of Harvey J.

Ludwich, a resident of McCook, Neb., by whom
she has four children: Earl, Vergie, Harvey and

Lewis. Martha, born March 2, 1859, is the wife

of Chailes A. Clark, of Salem, Ore., and their three

children are Erma, Leon and Beulah. Edwin L.,

born April 26, 1860, married Miss Lora Morris,

daughter of J. Ross Morris, of Chicago Heights,

and they have two children: R. Morris and L.

Louise. He now resides on the home farm, which

he manages. Matilda, born November 27, 1864, is

the wife of Isaac J. Owen, a I'esident of Onarga,

and unto them was born a son, Ellsworth, who
died September 10, 1892. Hattie, born October

27, 1870, is the wife of Henry Pratt, and they re-

side in Cropsey, III. On the gCth of September,

1872. Mr. AVheeler was !lg:|j|) mnrried, his second

union being with Rhuie Jane Mclnt3're, daughter

of Duncan Mclntyre. Her death occurred March

30, 1884.

Since 1869, Mr. Wheeler had been a resident of

Iroquois County. He first located on a farm of

one hundred and twenty acres one mile north of

Onarga, where he resided for twelve years, and it

is yet the home of his son, Edwin L. He after-

ward bought a farm south of town and made it

his home for two years, but retained ownership of

the Siime until July, 1890, when he sold that tract

of one hundred and sixty acres and purchased a

half-section of land in Polk County, Ore., near the

State capital. In 1883, he removed to Onarga,

where he had a comfortable home, and enjoyed a

well-earned rest during his declining years. Suc-

cess crowned his business efforts, and by his perse-

verance and enterprise he acquired a handsome

competence, which enabled him to live retired.

Mr. Wheeler was honored with some local offices,

but was never an active politician, in the sense of

office-seeking. He served as Justice of the Peace

of Long Point for five years, and has filled the

office of Postmaster for a period of seven years,

discharging his duties with credit to himself and

to the satisfaction of his constituents. In his po-

litical affiliations, lie was a Republican. He be-

longed to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and

was a highly respected citizen, whose many excel-

lencies of character won for him the high regard

of all with whom business or pleasure brought him

in contact. While on a visit in Salem, Ore., he

died, October 9, 1892, at tlie home of his daughter,

Mrs. Martha A. Clark. His remains were brought

back and interred in Onarga cemeterv.

\|^ANSOM B. PANGBOKN, of Onarga, has

[Lj^ prominently figured in the history of Iro-

A \V, quois County for fifty-five years, and with

its upbuilding and development has been

identified. He was born October 16, 1812, in Es-

sex County, N. Y., and when only four years of

age removed with his parents to Ohio, where his

boyhood and youth wew quietly passed. When jv



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 233

young man he determined to seek bis home on tlie

prairies of Illinois with tlie liope of bettering^ his

financial condition, and in 1837, at the age of

twenty-five years, he came to Iroquois Count}^ in

company with his brother, Judge Pangborn, and his

family. Securing one hundred and sixty acres of

raw land, three miles southeast of the present site

of Onarga, he began the development of a farm.

The following year, on June 21, 1838, Mr.

Pangborn married Miss Margaret K. Harper,

daughter of Samuel H. Harper, an honored pioneer

of this county. They became the parents of a fam-

ily of seven children: Lorenzo, born December 9,

1839, was killed by lightning when onlj' four

jears of age; Olive was born August 14, 1842;

Lorenzo, March 5, 1844; Mary Jane, September

7, 1848; Maria Amanda and Margaret Louisa,

twins, October 27, 1851; and Charles Albert,

July 3L 1857. Mary Jane is now the wife

of Henry J- Swim, who resides in the extreme

northeastern part of the State of Washington.

They have two children, a son and daugliter, Ar-

thur P. and Margaret Louise. The latter is now
the wife of Mattliew Paul AVatson, and her daugh-

ter, Cecil Watson, is the great-granddaughter of

our subject. Charles Albert, the youngest child

of the Pangborn family, was married to Miss Lucy

Haven, daughter of Henry Haven, and they have

three children: JIargaret, Harry R. and Olive.

The mother of this family died about 1871, and

her remains were interred in the Onarga cemeteiy.

On September 24, 1874, Mr. Pangborn was a sec-

ond time married, being united with Mrs. Cornelia

E. Lash, daughter of Nicholas and Maria (Burst)

Burnside, of Otsego, N. Y.

Mrs. Pangborn was the widow of David Lash,

by whom she bad four children, two yet living:

Anna M. is the wife of Edwin J. Yeomans. a resi-

dent of Lamar, Mo., by whom she has three chil-

dren, Bertha Louise, Grace and Jessie; Enos L. is

married and resides in Ritzville, near Spokane

Falls, Wash. They have a son and daughter,

Freddie and Clara Bell.

Mr. Ransom engaged in the operation of his

first farm from 1837 to 18G8, when he removed to

Onarga, but he still owns one hundred and thirty-

seven and une-half acres of land, wiiich is now

rented. He has always been a prominent char-

acter in the development and upbuilding of the

village, and has been a friend to all educational,

social and moral interests. He is a public-s()ir-

itcd and progressive man, and has given his sup-

port to all enterprises calculated to promote the

general welfare. In politics, he is a stalwart Pro-

hibitionist, and himself and wife are faithful mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They

took a prominent part in wiping out the saloons

in Onarga. In the community they are highly' re-

spected, and their circle of friends is extensive,

for their many excellencies have won them the

warm regard of all.

<^ WILLIAM SCOTT, who is engaged in agri-

\Ya* cultural pursuits on section 3, Lovejoy

]^^ Township, has resided upon his present

farm for the long period of thirty-eight consecutive

j-ears. He was born in Lawrence County, Ohio,

November 22, 1827. He was one of ten children

whose parents, Jehu and Martha (Templeton)

Scott, were natives of Virginia. Further mention

is made of the family in the sketch of Bluford T.

Scott, on another page of this work.

When our subject was quite j'oung his parents

removed to Shelby County, Ind., and located on a

farm near Shelbyville, where he was reared to

manhood. His education was acquired in the dis-

trict schools of the neighborhood. His training at

farm labor, h'owever, was not veiy limited, but

during those early days he developed a .self-reli-

ance and entcri)rising spirit which have jnoved of

incalculable benefit to him in his business career

in later years. lu January, 1853, lie left Indiana

and came to Iroquois Connty, where, with his

brother-in-law, A. J. Endsley, he purchased four

hundred acres of land, located four miles south of

the present village of Milford. This farm was

known to the early settlers as Red Pump Farm.

These gentlemen conducted it together for some
time and then Mr. Scott purchased Mr. Endsley's

interest. It has been his home since 1854, and
from a wild and uncultivated tract it has Ijeen



234 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

transformed into one of tlie most desirable places

of the county. Man}' excellent improvements

have been placed upon it, and the land is under a

higli state of cultivation, the rich and fertile fields

yielding a golden tribute to tlie care and cultiva-

tion of the owner.

On September 21, 1856, Mr. Scott was united in

marriage with Miss Martha Rothgeb, daughter of

George and Anna Rothgeb, who came to this

countv in 1837, and were among its earliest set-

tlers. Four children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.

Scott, as follows: Carlisle, who was born June

14, 1858, married Miss Anna Larned July 10,

1881. They now make their home in Colfax,

McLean Covmt}', 111., and their union has been

blessed with one child, Shirley Cameron. Olive

was born June 27, 1861; Winfield was born Feb-

ruary 29, 1868; and Anna, who was born Septem-

ber 18, 1871, was married to Dr. J. S. Adsit, of

Hoopeston, 111., October 21, 1891.

Mr. Scott holds membership with Milford Lodge

No. 253, I. O. O. F., and is also a member of the

Milford Rangers, a horse protective association.

He is classed among the practical and progressive

farmers of the community, and is recognized as

a prominent and influential citizen of Lovejoy

Township. He has never talven a very prominent

part in public affairs, but by his quiet, unas-

suming and honorable life lias won the respect and

esteem of all with whom business or social relations

have brought kim in contact.

Vfj^, ENJAMIN F. SIIANKLAND, editor of

L^ the Watseka Rppublican and President of

((M)])- that publishing company, was born inAVar-

^^^f' i-en County, Ind., on the banks of the

Wabash, February 20, 1849, and is a son of Kendal

and Amanda (Harris) Shankland. He was a lad

of only five summers when he came with his par-

ents to Illinois. He was reared on his father's

farm, which was situated in Prairie Green Town-

ship, Iroquois County, near the Illinois and Indiana

State line. His primary education was acquired

in the country schools, after which he attended

the Danville High School and Grand Prairie Semi-

nary, thus acquiring a good education. For four

years in succession, he taught his home school in

Prairie Green, and in 1872 entered the State Uni-

versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he took

a two-year law course and was graduated in the

Class of '74.

The following year, Mr. Shankland located in

Watseka and obtained the position of Deputy

Count}' Clerk of Iroquois County, under Henry A.

Butzow, a Democrat. It speaks well for both the

Clerk and his Deputy that the former, while a sup-

porter of the Democrac}', had the independence to

appoint and retain as his assistant a pronounced

Republican, and that the Deputy made his services

so valuable that he was retained seven years in

spite of the partisan influence brought to bear to

accomplish his removal. After leaving the Counts-

Clerk's office, Mr. Shankland practiced law in

Watseka. Not finding the legal profession to his

taste, he, in 1884, bought the Watseka Repxtblican

and has been connected with it ever since as editor

and publisher, except one year—the latter part of

1887 and the early part of 1888, when he was in

California, connected with the San Diego Union.

On his return to Watseka in 1888, he repurchased

the Republican and has since been its editor. In

the spring of 1892, the present AVatseka Republican

Company was incorporated and Mr. Shankland

was chosen its President. A sketch- of the paper

is given elsewhere in this work.

On the 26th of December, 1877, our subject was

united in marriage in Lovejoy Township, Iroquois

County, with Miss Nancy R. Miskimen, who was

born in Bridgeville, Ohio, September 17, 1855, and

is a daughter of William and Emma Miskimen.

They have one child. Ken M., who was born in

Watseka, 111., March 7, 1879. The parents and

son are members of the Presb^'terian Church. Mr.

and Mrs Shankland conjointly have four hundred

and sixty-five acres of fine farming land situated

partly in each of the townships of Prairie Green

and Lovejoy.

In politics, Mr. Shankland is a Republican and

is influential in the councils of the local party

managers, doing good work in the interest of his

party, not only as a journalist but in general
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campaign work. He is a member of Watseka Lodge

No. 446, A. F. <fc A. M. He has made a success of

his venture in journalism and has raised the He-

publican to a high standard of excellence. While

the paper is thoroughh' partisan, it is fair and

courteous and is newsy and popular as a family

paper. As a gentleman, Mr. Shankland has won a

strong hold upon the regard of the best of his fel-

low-citizens tlirough his straightforward, business-

like methods and manly advocacy* of what he feels

is best and ritrht for the iiublic welfare.

^f UDGE- THOMAS M. PANG150RN,an hon-

ored citizen of Onarga, was numbeied

among the early settlers of the count}',

where be came with the family in 1837,

more than half a century ago. A native of the

P^rapire State, he was born in Essex Countj-, June

1, 180G,and is a son of John and Miranda (Miller)

Fangborn, the former a native of Connecticut

and the lattei' of New York. In 1836, they re-

moved from the Empire State to Ohio, where thc}-

lived for some years. The family numbered five

children, of whom the Judge is the eldest. The

other are Triphena, Ransom B., Maiia A. and

C^'rus S. The two sons are still living.

Judge Pangborn was reared to manhood in New
York and Ohio, and on the loth of J\Iarch, 1832,

was united in marriage with Miss Jane Harper,

daughter of Samuel H. and IMary (McCoy) Har-

per, of Pennsylvania. In the autumn of 1837, he

emigrated witli his family to Illinois, accompanied

by his l)rother Hansom, and in 1845 the father,

John Pangliorn, and the other members of the

family also emigrated Westward, locating near the

brothers. Thomas Pangborn settled on a farm of

two hundred and forty acres about a mile from

the village of Onarga, where he made his home
for almost a quarter of a century. He afteiward

removed to a forty-acre tract of land, which he

purchased in addition to his first farm, and there

made his home for nearly tlnrty j'ears. He was

a successful agriculturist, practical and progress-

ive, and won bj- his perseverance and well-directed

efforts a liandsome competency, whicli enabled him

to live a retired life.

I'nto Judge and Mrs. Pangborn were born six

children: John, born December 29, 1832, died in

early childhood. Triphena, born November 4,

1834, became the wife of Capt. Elkanah Doolittle,

of Onarga, one of the civil engineers in the con-

struction of the Illinois Central Railroad. They
had four children, two of whom are yet living,

Milton and Thomas E. Mrs. Doolittle died on the

22d of July, 1868. Johnson T., born November

28, 1836, died in childhood. Emil^', born Decem-

ber 21, 1838, is the wife of Henry Haven, a native

of Portsmouth, N. H., now residing in Oakland,

C'al. Unto them were born five children, three of

whom are yet living: Hemy W., Lucy J. and

Mary M. Jlary Ann, born April 19, 1841, is the

wife of Charles Haven, a native of Portsmouth,

N. H., also a resident of Oakland, Cal., and they

had seven children, four of whom yet survive:

Charles E., Clarence, Mabel and Helen. Miranda,

born November 19, 1843, is the wife of Capt.

Elkanah Doolittle, and Ihej' make their. home in

Onarga.

On the 1st of February, 1892, Judge Pangborn
left his farm and came to Onarga, where, in his

comfortable home, he resided with his faithful

wife, with whom he had traveled life's journey for

more than sixty years. The Judge was in his

eighlj-scventh j-ear, and his wife is eighty years

of age, and on the 15th of March, 1892, they cele-

brated their sixtieth wedding anniversary. For

almost half a century they have held membership

with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for

more than forty years Mr. Pangbc)rn was Class-

leader, occupying the position until recently, when
his advanced age forced him to abandon that

work. The cause of temperance found in him a

warm friend, and he was a stanch Prohibitionist.

For many years Judge Pangborn held the oflice

of Associate Judge of the county previous to the

township organization, and was also Overseer of

the Poor. He held tlie office of School Director

for many years, and was prominently identified

with public and benevolent work. He did much for

the ai)l)uilding of the county, aided greath- in its
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development and progress, and witnessed its entire

growtli from an almost unbroken wilderness until

now it stands in the front rank among the lead-

ing counties of the State. Judge Pangborn was a

typical pioneer; large-hearted and hospitable to

strangers as well as friends, his home became a gen-

eral stopping-place. His first house was the pio-

neer log cabin, and it is said of him that he paid

his first taxes with 'coon skins. However that may

be, one thing is certain—in those early daj's, 'coon

skins were more plentiful than monej-. His life

was well and worthily spent, and in looking back

over the past no regret need be felt for lost op-

portunities or duties unperformed. He was truly

one of Nature's noblemen, and the respect and

confidence of the entire coramunit}' were his. On

the 23d of October, 1892, Judge Pangborn was

called to his final rest, and his remains were in-

terred in the Onarga cemetery^

]|| AMES HAZLET, a retired farmer residing

in Milford, was born in Harrison, Hamil-

ton County, Ohio, September 7, 1824, and

is a son of James and Amy (Caldwell)

Hazlet, both of whom were natives of Pennsylva-

nia. Their family numbered seven children, three

sons and four daughters. Our subject, the young-

est of the family, resided for a period of thirt}'

years, from 1824 until 1854, upon a farm within

five miles of his birthplace. In the usual manner

of farmer lads his boyhood days were passed, no

event of special importance occurring to vary the

monotony.

At the age of twentj'-three years, March 29,

1848, Mr. Hazlet was united in marriage with Miss

Caroline McClure, daughter of James W. McClure.

The lady was born iu Dearborn County, Ind., and

there spent lier girlhood days. It was in 1854

that our subject came with his family to Iroquois

County, 111., locating on a farm six miles from

Milford. Tiie home was blessed by the presence

of two children, Hugh D. and Amy Jane, but the

latter died in infancy. The son was born in

Dearborn County, Ind., Jlay 20, 1851. After at-

tending the common schools he completed his ed-

ucation in Battle Ground lustitute. Returning

home he carried on farming until 1885, when he

removed to Milford. In 1888 he engaged in flre

insurance, whicli line of business he has carried on

since, representing such well-known comp.inies as

the Forest Cit3-, of Rockford, 111.; Manchester, of

England; Orient, of Hartford, Conn., and Queen

of America. Since 1889 he has also represented

tlie jEtna Life, of Hartford, Conn. He h.as worked

up the business of the "Forest City" so thor-

oughly in this county that the company consider

it the best of any of their territory, and have

practically given Mr. Hazlet exclusive control of

the county. So efficient and satisfactory have

been his services, that he has received tempting

offers to go on the road, but delicate health has

caused him to decline. In both fire and life in-

surance he does an extensive business, and is

recognized as a competent man.

March 10, 1875. Mr. II. D. Hazlet married Miss

Rachel O., daughter of Christopher and Perinelia

Slusher. The parents of Mr. Slusher emigrated

from Virginia to Pennsylvania in 1785. Mr. and

Mrs. Slusher were born in the latter State, where

he spent his last days. But she subsequently mar-

ried again, and came to Iroquois County about

1870. Mrs. Hazlet was born and reared in Wasli-

ington Count}-, Pa. In 1874 she came with her

sister to Iroquois County-, where she has since

made her home. Mr. and Mrs. Hazlet are active

members of the Christian Church, and socially, he

belongs to Milford Lodge No. 211, K. P. In pol-

itics he is a Democrat, being now Central Commit-

teeman of Iroquois County. He and his wife have

but two children, viz: James H., who is being ed-

ucated in the Butler University, of Indianapolis,

Ind., preparatory to entering the legal profession;

and Ruby V. Two children died when quite

young.

During the greater part Of his life Mr. Hazlet,

Sr., has followed farming. However, during the

late war he engaged in keeping hotel at Lawrence-

burg, Ind., for three j'ears, and at one time he was

engaged in merchandising at Battle Ground, Ind.,

but with these exceptions he has always followed

agricultural pursuits. He was recognized as one

i
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of the leading farmers of this community, and his

well-tiled and highly improved farm indicates the

thrift and enterprise of the owner. The place,

consisting of one hundred and sixty acres, lies six

miles southeast of Milford. As the resylt of his

good management and perseverance he acquired a

(cimfortal)le competence, which now enables him

t(i live retiied in the enjoyment of a well-earned

rest and the fruits of his former toil.

Mr. Hazlet has held a number of official posi-

tions, but never sought the honors or emoluments

of public office, preferring to live the quiet life of a

farmer and to attend strictly to the business con-

nected with farm work. He exercises his right of

franchise in sujiport of the Democratic parly, with

which he has affiliated since attaining his majorit}-.

lie belongs to Milford Lodge No. 168, A. V. .t- A.

M., and also the Eastern Star Lodge, and is a mem-

lier of the Christian Church, as was also his wife,

who died September 7, 1886. His life has been an

honorable and upright one, consistent with his

profession, and he has thereby secured the confi-

dence and good-will of all with whom he has been

brought in contact. To know ^Ir. Ilazlet is to re-

si)ect him.

AMES AV. DIXON, who owns and operates

two hundred and eighty acres of excellent

land, and resides on section 6, Prairie Green

Township, h.is here made his liome for

seventeen years. He is one of the early settlers of

the county who have watched its growth and de-

velopment from an early day, and aided in its up-

building and progress. lie has the honor of being

a native of this State, his birth having occurred

on the 3d of June, 1838, in La Salic County, 111.

His father, Thomas Dixon, was a native of Ohio,

born in 1809. He married Mary Northup, also a

native of the Buckeye State, born in 1808, and in

1835 they emigrated to Illinois, locating in La

Salle County. Mr. Dixon entered land from the

Government and began the development of a

farm, upon which he made his home until his

death. He was one of the honored pioneers of

La Salle County, and was prominently identified

with its history from an early day. He and his

wife both died at Oskaloosa, Iowa, while on a

visiting tour, on the 8th of March, 1880. Mr.

Dixon had reached the allotted .age of three-score

years and ten, and his wife was a year older.

Their family numbered seven children, five sons

and two daughtei-s.

Our subject, who was the third in order of

birth, spent the d.ays of his boyhood and youth in

his parents' home, aiding in the labors of the

farm during the summer months and attending

the common district schools through the winter

season. On attaining his majority, like many other

young men, he started out to seek his fortune, and

began by following the occupation to which he

w.as reared. Indeed, it has been his life work, and

he has carried it on successfully. He h.as found

an able assistant in Jliss Anna Mary Iluber, whom
he made his wife on the 8th of JMarcli, 1865. The

lady is a native of the Kej-stone State, but at the

age of seven years she came with her parents to

Illinois, the family locating in Putnam County,

where she was living at the time of her marriage.

Her educational privileges were such as the com-

mon schools afforded. Her father, John Huber,

died at the age of sixtj'-three years in Putnam

County, but her mother is still living at the age of

seventy-one, and now makes her home with her

daughter, Mrs. Dixon.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dixon has been born a fam-

ily of nine children, of whom two are now de-

ceased: Luella, the second child, died at the age

of seventeen years; and Charlotta died at the age

of seven. Those still living are Thomas II., an

enterprising and successful young business man,

who is now manager of the Farmers' Elevator and

President of the State Bank of Ambia, Ind.; John

C. aids his father in the cultivation of the home

farm; Willie also works upon the home farm; and

the younger children are as follows: Frank, aged

fourteen; Guy, twelve years of age; Ralph, a lad

of eight summers; and Ira, the baby of two years.

In politics, Mr. Dixon is a supporter of the Re-

publican party, and has been honored with a num-

ber of offices of public trust. For five j-ears lie has

served as Count}' Supervisor, has held the town-
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ship otflees of Eoad Commissioner and Collector,

and for the long period of seventeen consecutive

3-ears has been School Director in his district. His

public duties are ever discharged with promptness

and fidelity and have won him the commendation

of all concerned. He is alike true to every pri-

vate trust, and is recognized as an honorable, up-

right citizen. Since the organization of the

Farmers' Co-operative Grain Association of Arabia,

he has been President. Himself and family are all

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. On
coming to Prairie Green Township seventeen

3'ears ago, Mr. Dixon purchased eighty acres of

land, to which he has since added until within the

boundaries of his farm are now comprised two

hundred and eighty acres of arable land under a

high state of cultivation and well improved. His

business career has been a successful one, and his

prosperity is certainly well deserved.

HRISTOPHER COLUMBUS VENNUM.
Among the earliest of the worthy pioneers

of Iroquois County was the gentleman whose

name heads this sketch. He was born in Wash-

ington County, Pa., on the 5th of January, 1805,

and was a son of Col. Thomas and Elizabeth

(Kirkpatrick) Vennum. His father was a Colonel

in the volunteer service of the United States in

the War of 1812, and resided in Pennsylvania

until the fall of 1834, when, with a part of his

family, he emigrated to Illinois. After spending

three years on Sugar Creek, in Iroquois County,

Col. Yennum entered a large tract of prairie land

in what subsequently became the town of Milford.

He established his home on what was known as

the "'Mound," being lot 8 in the northwest quar-

ter of section 2, where Hiram Vennum, his son,

now resides. With the Colonel came his wife and

three of his sons, George, Urias and Hiram. The

two first-named sons had their wives and children,

while the last-named was single. With the Ven-

nums were several of the neighboring families from

Pennsylvania, making a party numbering thirty-

two persons. Thev emigrated with teams, driving

some fine Durham cattle with them. C. C. Vennum,
another son and the subject of this sketch, emigrated

with ills family the next spring, coming by boat

down the Ohio and up the Wabash River to Eugene,

Ind., where they disembarked, continuing their

journey by team to what is now Milford. The
Vennums were people of means and bought land

on sections 1, 2 and 3 of that township, a portion

of the original purchase being still in the posses-

sion of the family. The little colony suffered se-

verely for a few 3'ears after coming to Illinois

from malarial and bilious fevers and fever and ague,

an experience common to all new-comers in the

level sections of the Slate. Much discomfoit was

endured, owing to the difliculties in getting the

necessaries of life, but by patient industry all were

eventually made comfortable. Col. Vennum is

said to have put in the first glass window seen in

what is now Milford Township. The more com-

mon way of getting light and air was by cutting

a section of a log out of the side of the house.

Mrs. Vennum lived to an advanced age, being

ninety-three j'ears old at her death. She and her

husband and other members of the famil3- are

buried in what is known as the Vennum Burying]

ground in Milford, on lot No. 8 of the north-

west quarter of section 2 of that township.

Christopher Columbus Vennum was educated in

the common schools of his native State, and on

reaching manhood was there married to Miss

Rosanna Paul. The lady was born in Washington

County, Pa., and was a daughter of William and

Hannah Paul. In the spring of 1835, Mr. Ven-

num joined his father and relatives in Iroquois

County, as before stated, where he engaged in

farming. He took up some Government land and

subsequently increased his acreage by purchasing

from other settlers until at his death he left an es-

tate of over one thousand acres.

Six ciiildren were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Ven-

num: William, the eldest, married Mrs. Caroline

Arhart, and after her decease was again married,

and he is now residing in Gra3-son County, Tex.;

Sarah is now Mrs. Lacock, a widow residing in

Wyoming; Thomas, a banker of Milford, is repre-

sented elsewhere in this work; Hiram was a soldier
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of the late war. He was a member of the Second

Massachusetts CavaliT and died in Belle Isle Prison

at Hichmond, Va., on the 25th of December, 1863.

Philo P. was also a soldier of the late war, and

was killed on the 6th of April, 1862, at the battle

of Shiloh. Coliiinbus, .Tr., died in infancy. On
the 22d of March, 1846, Mrs. A'ennum, while in

the prime of life, was called to her final rest at the

age of thirty-six years.

In the course of time Mr. \'enuum married

again. Flis second wife was a widow, Mrs. Ma-

hala Slusher, by whom he had four children: .lohn

F., who married Sarah Garner, and is a resident of

.Jamestown, N. Dak.; George W. wedded Lucy

Durham and is living in .St. Paul, Minn.; Frank

B. is married and resides in Fisher, Champaign

County-; and Mary, the youngest, is the wife of

William ,1. Lateer, of Hoopeston, Vermilion County,

111.

Mr. ^'ennum died in Onarga in September, 1868.

Ilis wife survived him several years and p.assed

away in 1890. In early life he was a Whig in

politics, and became a Republican on the organi-

zation of that partj-. He was not a politician in

the sense of office-seeking but was earnest in his

convictions. His life w.as a useful one and his

record as a man and citizen above reproach.

^^••{••{•^i^ •{••S- •{••{•?

w GEL W. BELT, who is engaged in the livery

business in Cissna Park, is a native of the

Buckc3'e State. He was born in Licking

Count}', Ohio, .September 6, 1835, and is a

son of George W. and Margaret (Allen) Belt. His

mother was a native of Virginia. His father, a

shoemaker bj' trade, turned his attention to farm-

ing and made a good home in Ohio. In June,

1814, he emigrated to Illinois b}' team, their cara-

van consisting of three horses, two wagons, four-

teen sheep, a dog and the family. The}- had in-

tended going on to the Illinois River, but one of

the children being ill, they stopped at the home of

old Mr. Brock and the father purchased eighty

acres of land in Ash Grove Township. A log

cabin had been built upon the tract but it was

otherwise unimproved. Mr. Belt began farming

and also worked at his trade to some extent. In

early life he was a member of the Baptist Church,

but on coming to this county he joined the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. In politics he was a

Whig. He died at the age of fifty-two years and

his remains were interred in Ash Grove Cemetery.

In the family were eight children: James, now a

farmer in Elk County, Kan.; Lydia became the

wife of Hamilton Spain and died in this county;

Joel is the next younger; Edward died in Kansas;

Lucinda is also deceased; AVill H. H. has passed

away; Mrs. Ann Eliza Davis lives in Johnston

County, 111.; and George D. died at the age of

nine years. All but the youngest child were na-

tives of Ohio. After the death of her husband,

Mrs. 15elt kept the family together and labored

earnestly for their support. She was a faithful

and consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. Her death occurred at the home of her

son Edward in Cherokee County, Kan., in 1866.

Our subject was a lad of only nine years when

he came to Illinois. He is familiar with all the ex-

periences and hardships of frontier life. He aided

in the development of the wild land, and in the

arduous labor of improving a new farm, and his

early educational advantages were those afforded

by the primitive subscription schools. He ac-

quired the greater part of his education after he

had attained his majority, and b}' subsequent read-

ing and observation he has made himself a well-

informed man. At the age of thirteen he began

working as a farm hand at $7 per month and was

thus employed until his father's death, when he

returned home and gave his mother the benefit of

his labors.

In August, 1862, he responded to the call for

troops and enlisted at Ash Giove, in Company E,

Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry. The regiment

was organized at Kankakee and sent to Cairo and

afterward by boat to Columbus, Ky., where the

troops did guard duty. They were afterward

ordered to Jackson, later to Bolivar, Tenn., and

subsequently to Holly Sjjrings, Miss. While there

their supplies were destroyed and the boys were

obliged to live on cornmeal and what they

could get by foraging. Uetiirning to Moscow,
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Tenn., they afterward went to Memphis, where

his compan3' was detailed to guard the Paymaster

at Young's Point. Subsequentl}' the}' entered

the Vieksburg campaign under Gen. Grant.

Later the}' went up the Yazoo River, and while

Sherman made his attack marched back to Vieks-

burg and took their place on the extreme left.

The first night the rebels took the Forty-sixth

Regiment prisoners. The company to which our

subject belonged stood guard and worked in

ditches. Their line advanced, the rebels falling

back before them, and the}' continued in the siege

until after the surrender of the city, on the 4th of

July, 1863. Subsequently they went to Natchez

and afterward to Memphis, where they embarked

on a boat, proceeding up the White River to

Duvall's Bluff, where in two weeks they made

fifty houses for winter quarters. They after-

ward went to New Orleans, on to Pensacola and

later charged Ft. Blakely in the rear of the works,

capturing the place. The Seventy-sixth Illinois

there took five hundred prisoners, more than any

other regiment. This work being accomplished,

the troops went to Mobile and to Selraa and later

to Galveston, Tex., where the}' were mustered out

on the 22d of July, 1865. They then went to

New Orleans, by boat to Cairo and by rail to Chi-

cago, where they were discharged.

Mr. Belt reached his home on the 5th of August,

tired and completely exhausted. , Throwing him-

self upon his bed he slept continuously for two

nights and two days. He had experienced all the

dangers of battle, shipwreck and privation, yet

through all he had ever been found at his post,

faithful to his duty. He was never absent from

his regiment except in 1863, when he was ill in

the hospital. During that time the troops en-

gaged in the Meridian raid. He was wounded in

the neck at Jackson, Miss., where the company lost

seventeen out of about twenty-five. Of his army
record he may well be proud, for he was a valiant

defender of the Union in its hour of peril and

when the Stars and Stripes again waved over a

united nation he returned to his home with no

stain upon his career.

When the war was over, Mr. Belt purchased

forty acres of land and erected a dwelling and

began farming. He further completed his arrange-

ments for a home by his marriage with Miss Sa-

mantha Ladd, of Oxford, Ind., their union being

celebrated on the 18th of March, 1866. His farm

was increased to one hundred and forty acres and

he continued to engage in its development and

cultivation until 1888, when he sold out and re-

moved to Cissr.a Park. Here he has since engaged

in the livery business and for two years carried

on a lumber yard. He has a well-equipped livery

stable and is a popular and leading business man

of this community.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Belt were born four chil-

dren: Samuel B., Delia, Maud and J. W. The

children were all born in this county and are still

under the parental roof. Mr. Belt has served as

Justice of the Peace and in polities is a stanch

Republican, having been an ardent supporter of

that party since he cast his first Presidential vote

for Abraham Lincoln. Socially he is a Knight

of Pythias and is Adjutant of G. H. Neeld Post

No. 576, G. A. R, of Cissna Park. For forty-

eight years he has resided in this county and is

one of its honored pioneers as well as representa-

tive citizens.

-^=^^>-^^<m^

<'4l I^ILLIAM A. liU.*5UKLl> is now living a

\rJ// retired life in Onarga, enjoying a well-

^^1 earned rest after many years of faithful

toil and labor. He is a man of sterling character

and is numbered among the best citizens of this

community, so that he well deserves representation

in the history of his adopted county.

Mr. Boswell was born in Mason County, Va., on

the 29th of July, 1830, and is one of seven chil-

dren whose parents were Creed and Irene (Fargo)

Boswell, the former a native of Virginia and the

latter of the Empire State. About 1838, they left

the Old Dominion and emigrated to Indiana,

locating in Vermillion County, where they made

their home until 1850, when they removed to Tip-

pecanoe County. Six years later they came to

Illinois, settling in Iroquois County, about eight

miles west of the present site of Onarga, where
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Mr. Boswell purcluosed a half-section of land.

Subsequently, he removed to Old Middleport, and

in 1868 the death of his wife there occurred. Mr.

Boswell survived her about eight years and was

called to his final rest in August, 1876. They

were highly respected people. Four sons and

three daughters were born unto them, as follows:

William A., Yilletla, fteorge, Charles and Marion,

yet living; and Luna and Harriet, deceased.

The subject of this sketcli spent the first eight

years of liis life in the State of his nativity, and

then accom|Miuied his parents on their removal to

Lidiana, where the days of his boyhood and youth

were passed amid the wild scenes of frontier life.

There were man)' hardships and privations to be

liorne. In 1844, he drove two hundred head of

cattle to Chicago, and then to Racine, Wis., but

could not make a sale, so had to butcher them and

sell by distribution. A great change has since

been wrought, for it is now liardly possible to

supply the Chicago market. Mr. Boswell aided

his father in the cultivation of the farm until he

had attained to years of maturity.

An imijort.ant event in the life of our subject

occurred in 1852, when he was united in marriage

with Miss Elizabeth P. Mick, daughter of McKen-

dree and Maria (Boswell) Mick, of Tippecanoe

County,- Ind. Their union was blessed with seven

children, but only three are now living: Eva,

born September lo, 18.53; Willie, March 14, 1856;

and George F., April 28, 1866. Charles P., born

March 12, 1858, died in infancy; Perry, born April

7, 185'.', died at the age of four years; Annie Pencie,

born September 22, 1862, died in 1872, at the age of

ten years; and Tenna, born November 26, 1864,

died the same year.

, Mr. Boswell has been a resident of Iroquois

' County since 1867. In that year he came to Illi-

nois and located on n farm of three hundred and

twent3'-five acres, about three and a-half miles

south of Onarga. He afterward made additional

purchases, until his farm comprised four liundred

and seventy-five acres of arable land, which he

placed under a high state of cultivation, making

many improvements upon it, all of which stand as

uionuments to his thrift and enterprise. He was a

successful farmer, and through his business abilit}'

and well-directed efforts he has won a handsome

competence.

Upon his farm, Mr. Boswell made his home \intil

1889, when he removed with his family to Onarga.

He has since sold one hundred and forty-five acres

of his land. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Boswell is

a comfortable residence near Grand Prairie Semi-

nary, and there their many friends delight to

gather, for hospitality reigns supreme in that

household. Both are faithful and consistent mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which

he is now serving as Steward. In politics, he is a

supporter of Democratic principles, but has never

sought or desired otticial preferment; however,

he served as Road Commissioner for three years.

He has been President of the County Fair Asso-

ciation, and ever takes an active interest in all

that pertains to the welfare of the community and

its advancement. He is a valued citizen and is

held in high esteem throughout the community.

^fjOHN B. HOOPER, an early settler of Bel-

mont Township, Irocjuois County, who,

^ since his return from Danville, 111., in

' 1881, has resided in Watscka, was born in

Seneca County, N. Y., in 1825. He is a son of

Pontius and Lydia (Clark) Hooper, both natives

of Saratoga County, N. Y. When a lad of seven

summers our subject removed with his parents to

Clinton, Lenawee County, Mich., where he received

a common-.school education and was reared to

mercantile pursuits. In 1840, he removed to West

Point, Ind., and after six years spent in that place

went to Ohio, in 1846. He was there engaged

in merchandising until 1849, when he removed

to Dayton, Ohio, and a year later returned to

Indiana, where he remained until 1861. In that

year he came to Illinois, locating in Iroijuois

County. He was engaged in the cattle business

in Watseka until 1871, when he removed to Dan-

ville, 111., where he spent the succeeding ten years.

In 1881. he returned to Watseka, where he has

since made his home, and during the succoedinar
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period he has been agent for some parties in tlie

land business.

On the 21st ot April, 1852, Mr. Hooper was

united in marriage in Tippecanoe County, Ind., to

Sarah M. Harter, who was born in Fa3-ette, Ind.

Unto them have been born four children, who are

yet living: Alice L. is the widow of Joseph Campbell

and resides with her parents; Yenning H. is em-

ployed by the Watseka Electric Light Company;

Frank L., whose sketch appears elsewhere in this

work, married Miss Grace Willoughbv, and is a

member of the law firm of Morris cfe Hooper; Sal-

lie died at the age of four years; and Joseph, the

j'oungest of the family, is at home.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Hooper is a Dem-

ocrat, and socially, is a Ro^-al Arch Mason, be-

longing to Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A. M.,

and Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M.

iii ipiii .i i q

«s^ ETH ELLISON, the popular and efficient

station agent of Onarga, has occupied his

present position with the Illinois Central

Railroad Company since 1882, and for ten

years has been one of its trusted and faithfCil em-

ployes. He is of English birth, but the commu-

nity find in him one of its best citizens, and it was

a fortunate day for him when he determined to

seek a home in the New World.

Mr. Ellison was born in Barnsley, Yorkshire,

England, December 11, 1845, and is the third in

order of birth in a family of five children born to

Thomas and INIary (Speight) Ellison, who w-ere

also natives of England. The mother died in

1849. The father, who survived her for many 3-ears,

departed this life in 1878. Of their famil}' of three

sons and two daughters, Frederick, Alice, Seth,John

and Mary Jane, all are jet living. Frederick Elli-

son, the eldest, was the first to cross the broad

Atlantic to America, making a location in Chi-

cago, where he secured a position as clerk in a dry-

goods store. A few years later he was emploj'ed

as Paymaster on the Lidianapolis S: St. Louis

Railroad. He and Seth arc the only ones of the

family who have come to this cf)untry.

The subject of this sketch spent his boj^hood

and youth in the land of his nativity, and was

educated in its public schools. At length he de-

termined to emigrate to America, and in 1879,

bidding good-bye to his old home and friends, he

crossed the briny deep. Going to Chicago he

secured a position as bill and entry clerk in a dry-

goods store. He served in that capacity for a

sliort time and then entered the employ of the

railroad company, being appointed station agent

at UUin, 111., near Cairo. As before stated, in

1883 he came to Onarga, where he has since made

his home.

Ere leaving tlie land of his birth, Mr. Ellison

was married, in 1877, the lady of his choice being

Miss Ahee Wheen, a daughter of John Wheen, of

Mexboro, England. Four children were born of

their union, Florence Edith, Alice Maud, William,

and an infant. The mother and the children are

now all deceased. April 25, 1883, Mr. Ellison was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Anna Eliza Hawk, daughter of James and Caro-

line (Newell) Hawk. Her father was for a num-

ber of years a grocer of Onarga, carrying

on business in partnership with J. C. Culver.

Two children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs.

Ellison: James, born in 1884: and Onarga, born

in 1880.

Mrs. Ellison is managing and carrying on the

Hotel Roney, of Onarga, which has both a fine

transient and home trade. The hotel is well lo-

cated, being close to the depot and also to the

business part of the town. Her guests are made

to feel at home, and she is enjoying a liberal pat-

ronage which is well deserved.

©— ,_s]<,
.

i
,
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^ OHN B. CODY was one of the worthy citi-

zens of Iroquois County, whose loss through-

^,^1 I

out the community in which he lived was

^^^ deeply mourned. His life record is as

follows: He was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,

on the 19th of August, 1822, and was a son of

Rhodolphus and Ann (Barber) Cody. His father

was a native of Connecticut, but his mother was



PORTRAIT AND BIOORAPHICAL RECORD. 245

horn in the Emerald Isle, and in an early day em-

igrated from Ireland to this country. The family

of this worthy couple numbered seven children, five

sons and two daughters, of whom our subject was

the second in order of birth. He remained with

his parents in New York until twenty years of

age, and in the district schools of his neighbor-

hood accpiired his education. In 1845, the family,

including our subject, emigrated to Illinois, loca-

ting in Kendall County.

Four years later, or May 25, 1849, Mr. Cody of

this sketch was united in marriage with Miss Jane

Knox, of Kendall County, and a daughter of

Charles and Olive Knox, the former a native of

New Jersey, and the latter of the Empire State.

In the Knox family were eight children, five sons

and three daughters, of whom ^Irs. Cody is the

fourth in order of birth. By her marriage she be-

came the mother of five children, but two of them

died in infancy. Those still living at this writing,

in the winter of 1892, are Emory J., who is one

of the leading farmers of Prairie Green Township;

George H., also a prosperous farmer of the same

township; and Olive A., wife of George A. .St. John,

a farmer of Prairie Green Township.

Upon his marriage Mr. Cody took up his residence

and made Kendall County his home till he came

with his family to Iroquois County, and located in

Prairie Green Township. This was in 1876. He
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, and
liy his care and cultivation, his enterprise and en-

ergy, transformed it into one of the finest farms of

the community. The home thereon is a beautiful

residence, in the rear of which stand good barns

and other necessary' outbuildings, which in turn

are surrounded by waving fields of grain. The

place seems complete in all its appointments and

its many improvements are as a monument to the

thrift and enterprise of Mr. Cody, who made his

home tliereon until his death.

In early life our subject was a su|)porter of the

Whig party and cast his first Presidential vote for

'the hero of Tippecanoe, Gen. William IIenr\- Har-

rison. On the organization of the Republican

party he joined its ranks and was ever afterward

an enthusiastic supporter of its principles. In re-

ligious belief he was a Methodist and was a liberal

supporter of the church. He was recognized

throughout the community as a prominent and in-

fluential citizen and his loss was deeply regretted.

After only one d.ay's illness he died of heart

trouble on tlie 6th of August, 1885. Thus an

honorable, upright life was ended, but his influence

still lives on. Mrs. Cody is still living at the age

of sixty-eight yeai-s. She is also a member of

the Methodist Episcopal Church and is a lady pos-

sessed of many excellencies of character. With
her children she j-et occupies the beautiful home
left her by her husband.

^^lil-^-j^il^^

^^EORGE W. SHANKLAND, a prominent

III (^=7 farmer and early settler of Prairie Green

'^^5! Township, who resides on section 27, well

deserves representation in this volume, and with

pleasure we present to our readers this record of

his life. A native of Indiana, he was born near

.Alarshfield, on the 30tli of May, 1853, and is the

second in a family of five children, numbering

three sous and two daughters. His parents were

Kendal and Amanda (Harris) Shankland. His

father was born in Kentucky in 1825, and in 1854

they came to this county and located in Prairie

Green Township, where he spent the remainder of

his life. He died on the old homestead at the age

of fifty-seven years. His widow still survives him
and is yet living in Indiana.

George W. Shankland, whose name heads this

sketch, spent the days of his boyhood and youth

upon his father's farm, his time being quietly

passed in the usual manner of farmer lads. When
a young man, he left home and emigrated to Holt

Count}, Neb., where he took up a tree claim, also

a homestead and pre-em[)tion claim. The count}'

wiis then in its primitive condition, being veiy

sparsely settled. There were only three houses

between his claim and Atkinson, a distance of twenty

miles, and these were made of sod. Mr. Shank-

land continued to engage in the operation of his

claims in Nebraska until after his father's death.
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when he sold out his interest in the West and re-

turned to Iroquois County to take charge of the

old homestead, which was left to him as his share

of his father's estate. Since that time, he has car-

ried on general farming and stock-raising in this

community, and has an excellent farm, under a

high state of cultivation and well improved with

all modern accessories. Its neat appearance indi-

cates his careful management. It comprises one

hundred and eighty-five acres of arable land and is

considered one of the best-improved farms in the

township.

October 15, 1877, Mr. Shankland was united in

marriage with Miss Susan R. Segear. who was then

a resident of Vermilion County, 111. Her par-

ents are both living and now reside in Omaha,

Neb. Unto our subject and his wife have been

born two children, but the younger died in in-

fancy. Clark G., the elder, is still under the par-

ental roof and is now a lad of fourteen years. The

parents and their son are members of tlie Christian

Church and they take an active interest in church

work. They are also prominent people in the com-

munity, being widely and favorably known. In

his political views, Mr. Shankland is a Republican,

having long supported the principles of that party.

He has never been a politician in the sense of of-

fice-seeking. He is numbered among the valued

citizens of Prairie Green Township, who manifests

a commendable interest in everything pertaining

to the welfare of the community in which he has

so long made his home.

J*=:;*5*=4*

eHARLES 0. CLEA^'ER, a highly respected

citizen of Milford, is a native of Indiana,

his birth having occurred in La Fayette,

Tippecanoe County, October 10, 1835. His grand-

parents, Joseph and Ann Cleaver, were natives of

Pennsylvania, and were members of the Society of

Friends, His parents, Charles and Ann (Maddpu)

^leaver, were ff'om Baltimore, Md,

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood and 3'outh of our subject. When
four years of age he lost his mother, and he was

reared by a bachelor uncle, Mahlon Cleaver, and

educated in the public schools. In April, 1857,

he came to Milford, Iroquois County, and on Oc-

tober 17, 1858, was united in marriage with Miss

Charlotte Davis, daughter of Jonathan and Eliza-

beth (Britton) Davis. In the spring of 1860, Mr.

Cleaver and his wife removed to Indiana, and on

November 7, 1861, he bade her good-bye and

started for the war, enlisting as a member of the

Tenth Battery, Indiana Light Artillery, under

Capt. J. B. Cox. He served until January 10,

1865, when, his term having expired, he was hon-

orably discharged in Indianapolis, Ind.

Rejoining his family at La Fayette, Ind., in the

following Februar}', Mr. Cleaver and his wife re-

turned to Milford, 111., and were residents of this

l)lace until 1868, when they returned to La Fa}-

ette, Ind. He was there engaged in farming for

many years, making it his home until October 17,

1889. Once more he came to Milford, and is at

present serving as Police Magistrate of the city.

He has also filled the offices of Town Clerk, Con-

stable, was Justice of the Peace two terms, and

was Township Trustee in Washington Township.

Tippecanoe County, Ind., for two terms. He has

also filled the position of Postmaster three times,

twice in Milford and once in Colburn, Ind.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cleaver have been born eight

children, five of whom are yet living, four sons and

a daughter, as follows: Charles Ernest, the eldest,

married Miss Annie Royer, of Baltimore, Md., and

unto them have been born three children, a son

and two daughters, Nina Opal, Ruby and Oscar;

Winnifred is the wife of Alexander Galey, of Battle

Ground, Ind.; Archibald D., Henry AV^ard Beecher,

and Barton R. The parents are both members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Socially, Mr.

Cleaver is a member of Vennum Post No. 471, G.

A. R., and of Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F. & A.

M. He has always affiliated with the Democratic

party and is a stanch advocate of its principles,

yet has many warm friends in the ranks of the Re-

pulilican party. He is a public-spu'lted and pro-

gressive man, and has always taken an active
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interest in the welfare of the communitj' in which

lie resides. His sterling worth has won him high

regard, and we take pleasure in presenting this

record of his life to our readers.

^r^RANK M. AVILLIAMSON, who is engaged

iN® '"^ farming on section 23, Prairie Green

/li, Township, is one of the honored pioneers

of this county. Few men have longer been resi-

dents of this part of Illinois than our subject, who

has watched the growth and upbuilding of the

conimunit3-, has seen its progress and advancement

and aided in its development. Certainly lie de-

serves representation in this volume.

Mr. AVilliarason was born September 6, 1843, in

Stockland Township, Iroquois County, and is a son

of li. P. and Margaret (Williams) Williamson.

The grandfather of our subject was a native of

Virginia, and was of German descent, while his

wife was born in Ireland. In 1832, they emigrated

to Iroquois County, and here spent the rest of

their lives. Their son B. P. was born in Ohio,

Ajwil 7, 1816, and was therefore but sixteen ^-ears

of age when he accomiianied his parents to this

county. On reaching man's estate, he crossed the

line into Indiana, and married June 12, 1838,

Miss Williams, who was born in that State Decem-

ber 20, 1820. The young couple began their mar-

ried life in Iroquois County. Mr. Williamson en-

tered laud from the Government, situated at

Crab Apple Grove in Stockland Township, on which

lie made liis home until 18.50, when he located

near Milford, where he died February 3, 1890.

Tims another of the pioneers passed away. He was

a highly respected man, and a valued citizen. His

wife had preceded him to the spirit world, dying

at the age of thirty-two.

Our subject was the third in order of birth in

their family of four sons and a daughter. He re-

mained with his parents until nineteen years of

age, and his boyhood days were spent in work

upon the home farm or in attendance at the com-

mon district schools of tlie neighborhood. After

the lircakini: out of the late war. lie laid aside all

other considerations, and responded to the call of

duty, and on the 9th of August, 1862, he offered

his services to the Government. He was assigned

to Companj' E, .Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantiy,

with which he did service for three years, or until

his discharge on the 7th of August, 1865, after the

close of the war. He was engaged in all of the

battles from Columbus, Ky., through to Texas,

the principal of which were the battles around

Vicksburg, the siege of that city, and the battle

near Jackson, Miss., where the Seventy-sixth lost

about one-third of its men in killed and wounded.

At Ft. Blakely the regiment lost heavily, thirty

being killed. In May, 1892, the survivors of the

regiment erected a fine monument to mark the

resting-place and to perpetuate the memory of

their comrades who fell in that bloody charge

there. Before the close of the war he was made

Sergeant. He was a faithful soldier, always found

at his post, and of his army record he may well be

proud.

In 1865, Mr. Williamson returned from the war,

and engaged in farming in this counlj-. On the

21st of March, 1869, he was united in marriage to

Miss Dina Slaughter, of this county. Her parents,

AYilliam L. and Isabel (McClain) Slaughter, na-

tives of New York and Pennsylvania, respectivelj',

emigrated to Illinois in 1864. Four sohs and two

daughters have graced the marriage of our subject

and his wife, but two are now deceased: Glennie

E., the eldest, is a .young man of twenty-two years,

now attending the Valparaiso Normal College, of

Indiana; William B. is also a student in the same

college; Leni L. died February 2, 1892, at the age of

seventeen years, two months and four da3's; Har-

lan is at home; and Margaret Isabella. There was

also another child, born September 12, 1872, which

died on the 16th of October of the same 3-ear.

In 1870, Mr. Williamson piircha.sed eighty acres

of partially improved land in Prairie Green Town-

ship, on which he has made his home continuously

since. He now owns a very fine farm of one hun-

dred and sixty acres, under a high state of culti-

vation, and well improved with all the accessories

of a model farm. In connection with his agricul-

tural pursuits lie is also a stockholder and Director

in the State Bank f)f Ambia. Ind. He is a man of

11
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excellent- business ability and b^- his perseverance,

enterprise and well-directed efforts has achieved

a success which lias placed him among the sub-

stantial citizens of the community, and of which

he is well deserving.

In his political affiliations, Mr. 'William.son is a

Republican, having been a waim supporter of that

part^' since he cast his first Presidential vote for

U. S. Grant. He has held a number of official po-

sitions, was Supervisor for eight years, and has

been School Director of his district for the long

period of eighteen years, Collector two yeare, and

Census Enumerator of his township for 1880.

The prompt and able manner in which he ever

discharges his public duties has won him high

commendation, and led to his frequent re-election.

iSoeiallv, he is a member of the "Wellington Lodge

No. 785, I. O. O. P., and he and wife and son are

members of the Christian Church. Mr. William-

son is not only recognized as an honored pioneer,

but is also one of the valued and highly respected

citizens of the community, whose worth and abil-

ity have won him the highest resrard.

^4- —f^^-r "pi*

^ AMES BELL, a member of the firm of Bell

ifc Duckworth, and an enterprising business

man of Watseka, located here in 1888, at

which time, in company with H. C. Browne,

he went into the planing-mill business, the firm be-

ing known as H. C. Browne & Co. In 1890, Mr.

Browne sold out his interest, and the following

year Mr. Bell as.sociated with him Mr. Duckworth,

founding the present firm.

The subject of this memoir is a native of Ohio,

his birth having occurred in Noble County, Sep-

tember 29, 1846. He is descended from Scotch-

]ri.sh ancestors on both sides. His paternal grand-

parents, William and Jane (Nugent) Bell, emi-

grated from Beloody Mills, County Down, Ireland,

to Philadelphia, Pa., in 1790. While Ohio was

yet a part of the Northwest Territory they moved

thither and located in the Red Stone Settlement,

which was afterward included in Belmont Country.

In the year 180(i, they removed to Noble County,

where the grandmother died in the j'ear 1846

and the grandfather in 1857. The latter became a

wealthy farmer. The maternal grandparents of

Mr. Bell were natives of the same section in Ire-

land, but came to America in 1788. They, too,

bore the same family name, being James and Jennie

(Stewart) Bell. LTpon arriving in this country,

they crossed the mountains to what is now Ohio

County, W. Va. There they passed the remaining

years of their life, he djing in 1842, and she in

1865, at the age of ninet}-- three.

Mr. Bell's ancestors on both sides were Presby-

terians, as lo\'al to the "kirk" as they were to the

Government of their adopted country. The father

of the gentleman whose name heads this sketch

was born in Noble Count}', Ohio, July 29, 1819.

Before coming West, he married Miss Jane Bell,

who was born in Ohio County, W. Va., Januarj'

14, 1818. -In 1872, they moved to Iroquois Count}',

111., and three years later located in Sheldon. He
died August 12, 1878, and she November 9, 1891.

They were highly respected and honored through-

out the community where they lived. They had

two sons. Joe Bell, who is a veteran of the late

war and a minister of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, resides at Pontiac, 111.

Mr. James Bell received his education in his na-

tive county, and at the age of twenty-one he

started in business for himself by engaging in

farming in Ford County, 111., and continued in

that occupation until the year 1880. For the suc-

ceeding eight years he bought and sold horses,

doing very well financially. As before stated, he

came to Watseka in 1888, where he engaged in the

planing-mill business, in which he has been blessed

with success. In connection with their mill, the

firm furnishes the power to the electric light plant,

which supplies four hundred and eighty incan-

descent lamps to the city, and has the power of

supplj'ing eight hundred lights.

In 1867, our subject married Miss Mary Win-

stanley, a daughter of Thomas Winstanlej', who was

a native of Somersetshire, England. To Mr. and

Mrs. Bell was born a family of five children, three

of whom are now living: Harry, Homer and Jessie.

The mother of these children died in 1880. Mr.

Bell was again married, in 1885, this time to Miss
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Ida ^'enIlum, whose fatber is Andrew Vennum, a

resident of tin's county. Tlieir union lias been

blessed with two children: Eva and Florence.

Mr. Bell and wife arc members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church and take an active part in its

work, to which the^y lend their liberal support.

He is known tliroughout the county as a man of

sterling worth, upright and honorable in all his

dealings. His courteous treatment and efforts to

please his customers have secured for him a liberal

patronage, and the estal)lisliment of wliich he is

the head ranks among the leading business inter-

ests of the community. He has won his present

measure of success through his own industrious

efforts, and well merits the comfortable competency

which he has acquired.

>n>LIAM F. I'lERSON, a prominent lawyer,

^Nll
^^^^ '* successfully' engaged in practice in

\J^\^ Onarga, where ho located in 1890, was

born on the 3rd of February-, 1853, in Marion

County, Ohio, and is one of five children who were

born unto Thomas and Margaret (Fickle) Pierson,

the former a native of Mar^-Jand and the latter of

Ohio. Their famil3' numbered the following sons

and daughters: John T., William F., Homer, Mag-

gie and Eva. In 1868, the father emigrated with

his family from Ohio to Illinois, and took up his

residence at Bucklev, this county, where he en-

gaged in farming and stock-raising. He owned

and operated two hundred and forty acres of land

on section 36, Artesia Township, and there made

his home until 1874, when he was elected Sheriff

on the Greenback ticket. He faithfully discharged

the duties of this office, and when his term had ex-

l)ired removed to Chicago, where he sj)ent his re-

maining days, his death occurring February 16th,

1891.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of fifteen

years when with his parents he came to Illinois.

His early education, acquired in the common schools

was supplemented by a course in Grand Prairie

Seminar\-. and he also attended the Comniercial

College of Onarga. When his literarj- education

was completed, he made choice of the legal profes-

sion as a life work, and after studying law for some

time in Watseka, was admitted to the Bar in 1883.

On the 31&t of the same month, he led to the mar-

riage altar Miss Ella Brelsford, daughter of Dr. J.

Bi'elsford. Tlieir union has been blessed with one

child, a son, Joseph, born on the iith of January,

188.5.

After being admitted to the Bar, Mr. I'ierson re-

moved to Chicago and entered upon the practice

of his chosen profession, but close confinement to

his work impaired his health, and, hoping to be

benefited therebj-, he went to the South, He made

a location in Eastland, Eastland County, Tex.,

where he I'emained for a time, when, feeling much

restored in health, he returned to the North, and

this time took up his residence in Iroquois County.

In December, 1890, he opened a law office in Onarga,

and is alreadv enjoying a lucrative practice, hav-

ing the advantage of a twenty-flve years' acquaint-

ance in the county.

In the fall of 1878, John T. Pierson, a brother

of our subject, was elected Sheriff of the county on

the Democratic ticket, and the latter became Dep-

uty', serving for the term of two years. Mr. Pier-

son of this sketch has spent much of his life in

Iroquois County, and has gained many friends

among its best citizens. He is a public-spirited and

progressive man, who takes a eoniinendable inter-

est in all that pertains to the welfare of the com-

munity and its upbuilding. He is well versed in

law, is a close student of his profession, and has

already won a place in the front rank of the Bar

of Iroquois County.

,^^ TEPHEN ADSIT, the efficient Postmaster

^1^^ of Wellington, is one of the honored early

Vl/_3 settlers of the county, where he has resided

for more than thirty-five years. He has

watched its growth and upbuilding, has aided in

its development and advancement, has ever borne

his part in the enterprises calculated to prove of
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public benefit, and has faithfullj' discharged his

duties of citizenship. His life record is as follows:

Mr. Adsit is a native of Clinton County, Ohio,

born on the 28th of June, 1829, and is a son of

Samuel and Sarah A. (Stowe) Adsit. His grand-

parents were of German and English extraction.

His father was a native of New York, aecjuired his

education in the old-time schools, and in his j'outh

learned the trade of carpentering. He served as a

soldier in the War of 1812. In politics, he was an

old-line Whig and took an active part in the

campaign of "Tippecanoe and Tyler, too." With

the Christian Church he held membership, and his

death occurred in Illinois, at the age of sixty-five

years. His wife was born in the Green Mountain

State and lived to the advanced age of eighty-

seven years. The remains of both were interred

in Sugar Creek Chapel Cemetery in Stockton

Township, where a beautiful monument has been

erected to their memory.

Unto this worthy^couple was born a family of

nine children, five sons and four daughters, of

whom six are yet living and all make their home
in Iroquois County. John P. and Silas are mar-

ried and carry on farming; Stephen of tiiis sketch

is the next younger; DeWitt C. is married and fol-

lows farming in Lovejoy Township; Phd'be is the

wife of Simpson Gallimore, a resident of Milford

Township; and Mary is the wife of Stephen Fer-

rand, who carries on agricultural pursuits in Love-

joy Township.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who spent the first twelve years of his life

in his native State and then removed to Indiana,

locating in Adams County, where he remained un-

til twentv-flve years of age. He was educated in

Wilmington, but, not content with his privileges,

after attaining his majority he entered the schools

in Uluffton, Ind. When he started out in life for

himself his possessions comprised only one hundred

and twenty acres of land, and this was a raw and

undeveloped tract, upon which not a furrow had

been turned or an improvement made. It was in

185.3 that he came to Illinois and cast in his lot

with the early settlers of Iroquois County, where he

has since made his home. lie .secured employment,

breaking prairie for sod corn, During those first

years, he experienced many of the hardships and

trials of pioneer life. Tlie country was almost en-

tirely unimproved, the prairies were covered with

wild grass, and the few settlements were widely

scattered. There were no railroads in the vicinitj-

and the trading-post was far distant.

During the winter of 1856, Mr. Adsit took charge

of the first school of Lovejoy Township. His

salary was $40 per month and he boarded 'round.

Those were the days when they followed the old

rule, "S[)are the rod and spoil the child," and close

by the master was always a light twig which kept

the unruly pupils in order. Mr. Adsit was the

first schoolmaster in Prairie Green Township, and

Mr. Shankland, editor of the Iroquois County Re-

pvblican. was one of his pupils. Our subject was a

teacher of pronounced ability. He taught alto-

gether for twenty terms, and many of his old

[uipils are now filling important positions of trust

and honor, being ministers, public officers, mer-

chants, etc.

On the 27th of December, 1863, Mr. Adsit mar-

ried Mrs. Rachel M. Prillaman, daughter of John

and Melinda (Wilson) Markley. Unto them has

been born a son, Bert W., who is now attending

school and is his father's deputy in the postortice.

The parents are both members of the Christian

Church and are among its prominent workers, Mr.

Adsit serving as Elder. He helped erect what is

known as the Antioch Church, one of the first

churches in the count}', and has been connected

with the same for thirty-five years. He has fre-

quently served as Superintendent of the Sunday-

school, and his addresses in Sunday-school conven-

tions are said to be among the best.

Mr. Adsit cast his first Presidential vote for Gen.

Winfield Scott, and on the organization of the Re-

publican party espoused its cause and has since

been one of its warm advocates. He has frequently

served as a delegate to its conventions, where his

opinions are always received with deference. He

was elected Su[)ervisor of Lovejoy Township for

two terms, during which time he advocated a re-

solution which was for paying specified salaries to

the county officers, including clerk hire, which was

adopted. In i)ublie and private life, Mr. Adsit is

alike true to every trust icj)oscd in him. He has
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considerable talent as an orator, and his campaign

speeches, both fluent and brilliant, have done

much to benefit his party. lie has served as School

Director of his district and w.as a member of the

first Board of Commissioners of Lovejoj Town-
ship, which laid out many of the principal roads

and iiigiiways of the community. Me is now serv-

ing as Postmaster of AVcIlington,to which position

lie was appointed by President Harrison, through

the .agency of Hon. L. E. Payson. He owns two

hundred and fiftj' acres of fertile and valuable

land in Lovejoy and Prairie Green Townships. A
man of sterling worth and strict integrity, Mr.

Adsit is widely and favorably known, and as a

valued citizen and an honored pioneer deserves

representation in the history of his adopted

county.

m>-^<m -{—

^ AMES A. PRUITT, a retired farmer now re-

siding in Goodwine, well deserves repre-

sentation in this volume, for he is numbered

among its earlj' pioneers, almost fort^' years

having p.assed since lie located in the county. He

has experienced the hardsiiips and privations of

pioneer life, and has watched the growth of the

county from the days of its early infancy' almost,

lias seen its wild land transformed into beautiful

homes and farms, while towns and villages have

sprung up, indicating rapid progress and advance-

ment.

Mr. Pruitt was born near La Fayette, in Tippe-

canoe County, Ind., August 21, 1832. His father,

John R. Pruitt, was a native of Virginia, and dur-

ing cliildhood went to Kentucky, where he w.as

reared t(3 manhood. He learned the trade of a

shoe-maker with iiis father, and in 1820 emigrated

to Washington County, Ind., where he was mar-

ried five years later to Miss Barbara Beeker. Her

grandfather w.as a native of Germany. In an early

day he emigrated to America, locating in Nortli

Carolina, and served in tlie Revolutionar}' War,

under Gen. Washington. In 1820, he emigrated

to Washington County, Ind., and seven years later

went to Tippecanoe County, where his death oc-

curred. Mrs. Pruitt is still living with our sub-

ject at the age of eighty-three years. In 1827, the

parents of .lames emigrated to Tippecancje County,

and located among the Indians. He there followed

his trade and took up Government land, on which

he developed a farm. The city of La Fayette was

not yet founded.

In 1856, ,Tohn Pruitt came with liis family to

Iroquois County, and carried on merchandising in

Milford until his deatli on the 1st of M.ay, 1858.

He took quite a prominent part in public affairs,

and was honored with a number of local oflices.

AVith the Christian Church he held membership,

and his wife was a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church. In politics, he was a Whig. Their

children were as follows: Lucretia became the wife

of Elias Laird, and died in this count}'; Simeon

died in Indiana in 1850; James A. is the next

younger; Daniel was in the Fort3'-second Illinois

Infantry for three years, and is now a minister of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, located in Ottawa,

Iowa; William Ilenrj- Harrison, who served in the

Twentieth Indiana Infantry for nearl}' four years,

is now a farmer in Nebraska; .lohn B., who wore the

blue as a member of the Forty-second Illinois In-

fantry for three years, is now living in Watseka;

Joseph, who was also in the war, owns a fine farm

near Wellington; Randolph is a silversmith in

Kans.as; Mrs. Elizabeth Brownlee is living in Ells-

worth, Wis.; Mrs. Jennie Crawford makes her home
in Kansas; and 3Irs. Margaret Davis completes the

family.

;Mr. Pniitt's earliest recoUectiuns are of a pio-

neer home upon a new farm, the Indians being

numbered among their neighbors. His education

was acquired in a school conducted on the sub-

scription plan, which he attended for three months

in the winter season, walking tliree miles to and

from the place. Wlicn a lad of nine years, he

went to live with his grandfather, and at that

early age began work in the fields, following the

plow. Witli him he remained until fourteen years

of age, when he went to an uncle, for whom he

worked for twenty-five cents per day. Througii-

out his entire life he has been connected with .agri-

culture. In 1853. he left his uncle, and for aj'ear

was employed in a mill. In 1854, he came by
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wagon to Illinois, and rented a farm until the fall

of 1859, when he purchased a tract of eighty acres

of land on section 3, Fountain Creek Township.

In 1862, he removed to section 31, Milford Town-

ship, secured one hundred and five acres, and de-

veloped and improved a fine farm, which he made

his home until quite recently. There was much
hard work connected with this, however, but he la-

bored on unceasingly, and success crowned his per-

severance and well-directed efforts. He was not

worth ISlOO when he came to this county, but he

now owns eight hundred acres of valuable land,

besides other property. In connection with general

farming he engaged in shipping cattle and hogs

quite exteusivel}^

On the 17th of March, 1857, in Carroll County,

Ind., Mr. Pruitt married Miss Barbara, daughter of

Henrj- and Magdalena Heiny. Her parents were

from Pennsylvania, and were of German descent.

Mrs. Pruitt was a native of Wayne County, Ind.,

born July 13, 1836. Four children were born of

their union: Mary Magdalene, who is now the wife

of Peter J. Hickman, of Nebraska; Elias, who owns

a fine farm in Ash Grove Township; Annice, wife

of J. M. Gillett, of Kankakee; and James H. in

a railroad office of Kankakee. All of the children

were born and reared in this county. They all at-

tended the public schools, and the last-named was

educated in Watseka, Iloopeston and Valparaiso,

while the others attended Green Hill Seminary of

Indiana.

Mr. and Mrs. Pruitt have been connected with

the Christian Church since young, and are num-

bered among its faithful members and active work-

ers. Socially, he is a member of the Masonic

Lodge No. 168, of Milford. He cast his first Presi-

dential vote for Winfield Scott, supporting the

Whig pai'ty until 1856, when he voted for Fre-

mont. Since that time he has affiliated with the

Republican party. During the late war he was a

strong friend of the Union, and aided his country

and its soldiers in various wa3'S. In 1886, he left

the farm, and after spending four years in Wat-

seka, came to Goodwine, where he now owns a

handsome and commodious residence and ten acres

of ground. Mr. Pruitt is familiar with pioneer

life in this region, and as an early settler and a

valued and representative citizen, well deserves

representation in this volume. The historj^ of his

life is one of success, and his career is worthy of

emulation, for it has been characterized by up-

rightness in all things.

ELIAS PRUITT, a well known 3'ouiig farmer

of Ash Grove Township, residing on sec-

' tion 28, is a representative of one of the

pioneer families of this county'. He was born in

Fountain Creek Township on the 12th of Feb-

ruar\', 1860, and is one of four children whose

parents were James A. and Barbara (Heiny)

Pruitt. Their sketch is given on another page.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-

ject, who, in the usual manner of farmer lads, was

reared to manhood. He began his education in

the district schools, later attended school in Iloopes-

ton and Milford, and subseqnentlj- was a student

in Green Hill Seminary. At the age of twent}',

having completed his scholastic training, he started

out in life for himself, and has since been engaged

in agricultural pursuits. In December, 1883, he

purchased his present farm, comprising two hun-

dred and seventy-five acres of arable land under a

high state of cultivation, and well improved.

Many rods of tiling have been placed upon it, and

a comfortable residence and good barns and out-

buildings indicate the thrift and enterprise of the

owner. The farm is one of the valuable places of

the community, and our subject is one of the lead-

ing agriculturists.

In March, 1882, in Fountain Creek Township,

Mr. Pruitt was united in marriage with Miss Ara-

bella, daughter of Jacob J. Wise, one of the early

settlers of this county. She is a native of Foun-

tain Creek Township, and there spent the dajs of

her girlhood. Bj' their union have been born five

children: Forest; Earl, who died at the age of six

weeks; Glenn, Flossie Maud and the bab^-.

In 1884, Mr. Pruitt proudl}' cast his first vote,

supporting .lames G. Blaine, and has since been a

warm advocate of Republican principles. His wife
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is a member of the United Brelhion Church, and

lie contiilnites liberally to its support. His entire

life has been passed in this county, and that it has

been an honorable, upright one, is attested b}' his

large circle of friends. He has the respect of all

who know him, and is numbered among the pro-

gressive and substantial joiing farmers of the

community.

L. BROBEC'K, M. D., is a prominent rep-

resentative of the medical profession in
I

'' Iroquois County. He makes his home in
{

Wellington and is recognized as one of
|

its leading and influential citizens. Through busi-

ness and social relations he has become widely

known in this community and with pleasure we

present this record of his life to our readers, many
j

of whom are numbered among his warm friends.

The Doctor was born in Washington County,

Tenn., January 10, 1853, and is a son of D. K. and

Harriet T. (Miller) Brobeck. His father was born

ill Tennessee, August 7, 1827, and is still living.

He is a blacksmith b^' trade and owns a farm, the

same upon wiiicli our subject was reared. In his

younger years he also engaged in teaching.

Throughout life he has met with excellent success

and is now in comfortable circumstances. In poli-

tics, he is a sujiporter of Republican principles.

His wife was l)orn in Tennessee, August 20, 1820.

Both parents are members of the Presbyterian

Church. Their family numbered twelve children,

five of wiiom are yet living: N'anuie is the wife of

A. S. Stover, a farmer of Tennessee; the Doctor

comes next; James is a carpenter and joiner, resid-

ing in Momence, 111.; Addie resides with her fa-

ther, and John, of Wellington, is studying den-

tistiy.

Dr. Brobeck spent his boyhood days upon his

father's farm in the .State of his nativity. His

education was acquired in the public schools of

Brownsboro, after whieii he attended Laurel Hill

Academy, and subsequently became a student in

Washington College, one of the pioneer colleges

of the country. It was founded in 1772, by Rev.

Samuel Doak, D. D., of Princeton College. He came

to Tennessee, and preached his first sermon while

sitting on a horse. This was in the early da^-s, when

the country' wasstillan almost unbroken wilderness.

Our subject h.as in his possession a portrait, wliich

was taken by the artist through the keyhole of

the door, .as the old Doctor was very averse to

having his likeness taken. Dr. Brobeck remained

in Washington College for abinit three years as a

Latin student, and afterward studied in Greenville

and Tusculum Colleges.

The Doctor began reading medicine under the

eminent practitioner, Dr. Alex Brabson, of Lime-

stone, Tenn., who was an own cousin of his

mother, and began to practice while under the di-

rection of Dr. Brabson, continuing his connection

with the gentleman for a period of four years. In

the fall of 188.3, Dr. Brobeck became a student in

the medical department of the University of Louis-

ville, Ky., from which he was graduated in 1885.

He stood among the foremost in his class, which

numbered seventy-six. On leaving school, he re-

turned home and again took up practice, continu-

ing until 1885, when he came to Illinois. October

28, 1886, the Doctor married Miss D. A. Pruitt,

daughter of Joseph and Augusta (Hind) Pruitt.

Two children have been born of this union, both

daughters, Nellie E. and Hazel.

On coming to this State, Dr. Brobeck located at

Wellington, where he has since resided. His skill

and ability have won for him a high reputation

and secured him a liberal patronage, which he well

deserves. His neat and well-appointed olHce is

supplied with the finest instruments used in sur-

gery. He also has a compressed air apparatus used

in catarrhal and respiratory diseases, and an excel-

lent physician's microscope, manufactured in Lon-

don. He has one of the finest medical libraries to

be found in Central Illinois, and his table is al-

ways supplied with the leading medical journals

and periodicals. He is a constant student of his

profession, a tireless worker, and his skill is duly

recognized by his professional brethren. The ob-

stacles and dirticulties in his path he has overcome

by indefatigable labor and perseverance. In man-
ner, the Doctor is a courteous and affable gentle-

man, who wins friends wherever he goes. In i)oli-
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tics, be is a stalwart Republican, having supported

that party since he east his first Presidential vote

for R. B. Hayes. When he came to Illinois he was

one of the Trustees of Washington College. Him-

self and wife are both members of the Presbyterian

Church, in wiiieh the Doctor serves as Elder. His

honorable, upright life has won him universal es-

teem and he is numbered among the county's best

citizens.

)ENJAMIN F. THOMAS, a wealthy and in-

fluential citizen of Milford and a worthy

representative of one of the honored pio-

neer families of the county, was born near

LaFayette, Ind., May 20, 1830. In the sketch of

his brother, Clement Thomas, on another page of

this work, is given a record of the family and the

account of their settlement here in an early day.

Our subject was only eight months old when

brought by his parents to Illinois. He remained

on his father's farm, a mile and a-half south of

Milford, until twent^'-two years of age, and was

early inured to the hard labors of developing and

improving wild land. On leaving home, he began

farming on his own account, following it for a

number of years, but in the spring of 18.53 he

abandoned that occupation and went to Milford,

where he engaged in general merchandizing as a

partner of B. F. Whetsel. This connection con-

tinued about three j'ears, when Mr. Thomas sold

his interest to his partner, who failed shortly

afterward, owing principally to the failure of local

banks. On disposing of his own store, Mr. Thomas

entered the store of John R. Pruitt, general mer-

chant, in whose employ he remained as a salesman

until 1858.

In the spring of that year our subject was united

in marriage with Miss Amanda A., daughter of J. B.

Hoover. Her death occurred December 5, 1874.

Twelve children were born of their union, eight

of whom are living: Madora Ellen, born April

5, 1859, is the wife of James E. Dawson. They

had six children, five of whom are living:

Arthur Ernest, Auda INIay, Asa Fred, Flossie Alice

and Tliomas Clark. Mary Adeline, born May 29,

18C0, is the wife of Henry Clay Frame, by whom
sliehas two living children: Thomas Ray and Por-

ter Samuel. Irvin Worth, born October 1,18G1,

married Miss Martha, daughter of Samuel Rush,

and they had five children, three yet living: .Sam-

uel Franklin, Clarence Ray and John Asa. Eliza

Jane, born March 22, 1863, is the wife of Elijah

Odel, and they have six children: Benjamin

Franklin, Ernest Earl, Mae, Janet, Thomas Roe

and Pxhia P'ay. Rhoda Etna, born November 23,

1864, married Stanford Beebe, and thej' have a

daughter. Alma. Jessie Lincoln, born January 1,

1866, is the wife of John Rush, and they also have

a little daughter, Alta. Viola, horn June 29, 1867,

died November 13,1868. Asa Nelson, born March

27, 1869, married Dollie Hamer,and they have one

child, Louise. Maggie Annis, born November 11,

1870, is the wife of Milton Smiley, and they have

one son. Earl. Minnie and Mina, twins, were born

February 11, 1872. The former died on the 24th

of September, and the latter on the 19th of October

of that year. Christina, born September 16, 1873,

died May 12, 1875.

On his marri.age, Mr. Thomas returned to the

farm, having purchased a tract of land a mile and

a half south of Milford. In the spring of 1863, he

traded this farm for a tract of eighty acres north-

west of Milford. Turning his attention to its de-

velopment and improvement, he made it one of

the best farms of the county, and from time to

time extended its boundary lines, until it now
comprises five iumdred and sixty-five acres of

valuable land, which jields to him a good income.

He there reared his famil}' and made his home

until the spring of 1892, since which time he has

lived retired in Milford. However, the greater

part of his land has been rented for the past five

years, and for the past decade he has bought and

shipi)ed stock, making a specialty of importing

French horses. Politically, he lias been a life-long

Republican. For a term he served as Assessor of

Milford Township. From a financial standpoint,

his life has been extremely successful. Li the ear-

lier j'ears, he was in verj' limited circumstances.

He began farming without a dollar, and borrowed

a team of his brother Clement in order to plow
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his land. He was oftentimes almost ready to

give up, but, encouraged by his faithful wife to

persevere, lie labored on, and, by his industrious

and well-directed efforts, worked his waj- upward

to a position of wealth and affluence. Socially, he

is a member of Milford Lodge 'So. 168, A. F. &
A. M. He is an honored pioneer of the count}',

and is recognized .as one of its best and most

valued citizens. His example may well serve to

enco<irage others who like himself have to begin

life empty-handed and depend upon their own

exertions for all they gain in life. The (irst school

he attended was in a round-log house, with a log

cut out on each side and greased paper pasted

over the openings to admit light. One end of the

house was devoted to the fire-place, and both seats

and floor were made of puncheons. Wooden pegs

were used instead of nails, the door, which was

made of clapboards, being on wooden hinges.

From a i)iece of pa])er pasted on a shingle, on

which his father had made the alphabet, he learned

his letters. The blue-bsicked speller furnished him

with reading and spelling for several years.

AMUEL K. NOLIN, an extensive land-

s' owner of Iroquois County, is an honored

l)ioncer and one of the worthy citizens that

the Buckeye State has furnished this com-

munity. His home is now on section 10, Stock-

land Township, where he has resided for a period

of more than forty-three ^-ears. None are more

worthy of representation in this volume than the

gentleman whose name heads this record.

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Richard

Nolin, was a resident of Virginia, and removed

from that State to Kentucky, where he became ac-

quainted with the Kirkpatricks, the maternal an-

cestors of Samuel K. They resided in a wild

region, and together the families fled from the In-

dians, locating in Ross County, Ohio. At that

time there were no liousesbut log cabins, and these

settlements were widelj' scattered. IJoth the pa-

ternal and maternal grandparents died and were

buried in Ohio. Thomas Nolin, the father of our

subject, was born in the Buckeye State and reared

on the frontier. He married Jane Kirkpatrick,

also a native of Ohio, and unto them were born

eight children, six .sons and two daughters: Ruth,

Samuel K., .lohn, Minerva, George W., Richard T.,

William .J. and Austin W. Jn 1831, the parents

removed to Indiana, stopping in Fountain Count}',

and four years later locating in Benton County,

where they reared their family. The father bought

eighty acres of land and entered a tract of one

hundred and twenty acres from the Government.

He carried on farming until his death, which oc-

curred in 1840. His wife survived him many years.

Samuel K. Nolin, of this sketch, was a lad of only

ten summers when with his parents he went to

Indiana. In Benton County he was reared to

manhood, being earl}' inured to the arduous labor

of developing and improving wild land. In 1849,

he came to Illinois, hoping to betler his financial

condition. Settling in Stockland Township, he

located four hundred acres of Government land,

and with characteristic energy began to cultivate

the same. Acre after acre was placed under the

plow, and in the course of time, where once was

wild prairie, waving fields of grain delighted the

eye, telling of bounteous harvests. Through his

industrious and persevering efforts, his financial

resources were increased and he was thus enabled

from time to time to extend the boundaries of his

farm by making additional purchases. His pos-

sessions now aggregate eight hundred and forty

acres in Stockland Township, three hundred and

sixty acres in Benton County, Ind., and one hun-

dred and sixty-six acres in Prairie CTi-een Town-
ship, Iroquois County, and he is extensively en-

gaged in grain and stock-raising. He keeps on

liaiid excellent gr.ades of horses, cattle and hogs,

and this pursuit is an iini)ortant branch of his

business.

We now turn from the public to the private life

of Mr. Nolin. He has been twice married. His

first union, celebrated in 18;J3, was with Miss Rachel

Dawson, daughter of Elisha and Polly Dawson,

but her death occurred in September, 1854. In

August, 1857, he was again married. Miss Clarissa

Coffelt becoming his wife. Four children were

born unto them, but the second died in in-
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fancj-. Mary is now the wife of George Voliva,

' and they have tliree sons, Robert, Jesse and Lero}'.

Thej' reside upon a farm in Benton County, Ind.,

which belongs to her father and was formerly

owned by her grandfather. William, a resident

farmer of Prairie Green Township, was married to

Miss Hulda Peterson, by whom he has two

children: Clarissa and a baby. Matilda is the

wife of William Nicle, who is engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits in Stocitland Township. The
mother of tiiis family departed this life in January,

1890, and her death was mourned by many friends

as well as by her immediate family.

In politics, Mr. Nolin is a Democrat, and for

two terms has held the oHiceof Township Assessor.

His life has been remarkably successful and he may
truly be called a self-made man. Dependent upon

his own resources, he started out in life for him-

self, overcoming the obstacles and difficulties in

his path by perseverance and enterprise. Steadily

he has worked his way upward, until now he oc-

cupies a position among the wealtliy and influen-

tial citizens of his adopted county.

s^-i-^H- /

,i^ YLYANUS CASS MUNHALL, Clerk of

^^^ the Circuit Court and ex-offlcio Recorder

|ll/\3) of Iroquois County, was born in Coshoc-

ton, Ohio, January 26, 1843, and is a son

of William and Dorothy F. (Jackson) Munhall.

His father was a native of Harrisburg, Pa., born

May 16, 1816. The mother was born in New-

castle-on-Tyne, England, in 1818, and came to

America in childhood. The family, including our

subject, removed from Coshocton, to Cambridge

Ohio, and in October, 1854, to Urbana, 111.

Mr. Munhall of tiiis sketch was then about

eleven >ears of age. Before leaving Ohio he had

begun attending school, and enjoj'ed two years

study in the common schools after coming to Illi-

nois. In September, 1856, he hired out as an ap-

prentice to Zimmerman & Richards, printers and

publishers of Our Constitution, of Urbana. His

comjiensation was limited to $30 for the first year,

$40 the second and $60 the third, but he served

with industry and fidelity and to the entire satis-

faction of his emi)loyers and acquired a good knowl-

edge of his trade. He was then employed as a

journe3'man, working in Urbana, Champaign, and

finally on the Prairie Farmei- and Journal, of Chi-

cago. In 1861, Mr. IMunhall, Sr., who was a min-

ister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, bought

an interest in the Champaign Count}- Patriot, to

which office our subject came to assist his father.

About this time, the war having broken out, Mr.

Munhall, actuated bj^ purely patriotic impulses,

souglit to enlist in the country's service but was

I'ejected, very much to his chagrin, on account of

not being up to the standard size. He made a

second and third eflfort with the same result as at

first, but by persevering he was accepted on a

fourtli application, and on the 1st of August, 1862,

became a member of Compan}' B, Scvent}--sixth

Illinois Infantry, under Capt. Busey, afterward

Colonel. His service as private continued until Jan-

uary, 1864, when he was promoted to be Sergeant-

Major, which position he held and faithfully and ac-

ceptably^ filled until mustered out with his regiment

at Galveston, Tex., Jul}' 22, 1865, after the close

of the war. He served in Kentucky, Tennessee,

Mississippi, Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, Florida

and Texas. The last eng.agement in which he par-

ticipated was the assault on Ft. Blakely, Ala., on the

evening of April 9, 1865, being the last battle of the

war. The Seventy-sixth went into the charge with

two hundred and sixty-two men, and in ten minutes

lost one hundred and eighteen killed and wounded.

Wliile in tlie service, under the nom de plume of

'"Urchin," Mr. Munhall was war correspondent for

the Chicago Tribune, Champaign Democrat. Cham-

paign Gazette and St. Louis Globe-Democrat, and his

letters were received with great favor.

On his return from the war, Mr. Munhall found

his mother a widow, his father having died in _

Cleveland, Ohio, March 8, 1864. He was a man

of high rank in the ministry, was at one time

Treasurer of Champaign County, and was much

esteemed in his part of the State. Our subject re-

sided with his mother in Urbana, serving as clerk

in a clothing house until January 10, 1866. He

then removed to Watseka, where he has since re-
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^ided. On coining to this city lie at once engaged

as Deputy Coiintj- Clerk under his former conirade,

Janios W. Ka.v, and was retained in that inisition

until the expiration of the term of ottiee of A.

lliincywell, in December, 187;i.

Mr. JMunhall was married in AVasliington, Fa.,

October 7, 1864, to Miss Nancy Reese, who was

Ix)rn in that count}-, and is a daughter of Thomas
.1. and Adaline Reese. One child has been born of

this union, a son. Will, who was born in Watseka,

on the 4th of August, 1869. He is now employed

in the Circuit Clerk's office under his father.

In 1869, Mr. Munhall was the candidate for

County Clerk, but being defeated in the conven-

tion withdrew from the contest. He was, however,

nominated in the Republican County Convention

in 1873, for that office, but wa.s defeated at the

pulls l)y Henry A. Butzow, the Granger candidate,

who secured a small majority. On the 24tli of

February, 1874, he was commissioned Postmaster

of Watseka and held that office until January 1,

1886, when he resigned, proving a capable and

accommodating official. Mr. Muuliall has alw.ays

been a Republican and on that ticket was elected

to his present position as Clerk of the Circuit

Court and Recorder of Iroquois County in 1888.

.Socially, he is a member of Watseka Camp No.

339, M. W. A.; Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. &
A. M., of wliich he was .Secretary fourteen years;

Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M., in which he is

serving his nineteentli year as Secretary; and of

Kankakee Commandery No. 33, K. T. He is now
serving his seventh year as Secretary of the Iro-

quois County Fair Association.

Mr. Munhall has made his home in Watseka

since 1866, and is held in high esteem by his fel-

low-townsmen. Ilis administration of the affairs

of his office has been marked by strict attention to

duty, kind and courteous treatment of the public

liaving business there, and an evid(!nt desire not

only to fulfill every official obligation with

piom|)lness and fidelity, but to aid and assist all

who call upon him for information, whether con-

nected with official duty or not. He has had the

benefit of the services of Henry T. Skeels as Dep-

uty, who is one of the oldest and most experienced

men associated with Iroquois Count3''s public

business, and of Miss Lura C. Strean, who has been

in the recording department over ten years. Mr.

IMunhall also hiis the aid of his son Will, a bright

and active clerk. During his residence of more

than a quarter of a century in Watseka and Iro-

quois County, he has made many warm friends

and stands deservedly high in the estimation of

his fellow-citizens. At the Republican convention

in April, 1892, he was renominated to the same posi-

tion he has held for four years.

I
Ir" @ ^

1

L^^HK WATSEKA REPUBLICAN, an eight-

lY^^i *-'*^*l"™" quarto, and the oldest paper in ex-

V^/ istence in Iroquois County, was founded b}'

Hon. Thomas Vennum in 1856, and its first num-
ber bears the date of May 8, 1856. The paper w.as

then known as the Iroquois Republican, and was

printed in Middleport, now a part of the city of

Watseka. J. A. Graham and D. T. Liiidley were

the publisliers, and the paper was edited by Jesse

Bennett and Franklin Blades, M. D. Various

changes in ownership and editorial management oc-

curred. In 1872, the name of the paper was changed

to its present title, while it was owned and con-

ducted by Alex L. AVhitehall and Palmer Brimball,

of Watseka, the office having been removed to the

new town in the spring of 1863.

In 1884, B. F. Shankland purchased the paper

and conducted it until 1887, when he sold out and

went to California. On his return tiie following

year he repurchased it. The present stock com-

pany, known as the Watseka Republican Company,

w.as incorporated in the spring of 1892. B. F.

Shankland was chosen President, W. R. Higgins

Secretary and -Superintendent of the meclianical de-

partment, and Dr. E. T. Brigham, Treasurer.

Mr. Shankland has been editor of the paper since

his connection with it, and has made it an interest-

ing and newsy sheet. The RepubUcan is noted for

its tine appearance and readable contents. It is

recognized as the leading Republican paper in the

county. It is always at the front in matters of

news, and enjoys a liberal patronage, both in the

subscription list and in advertising, and can boast a
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large circulation among the best people in Eastern

Illinois. The office is thoroughly equipped for

general job work, as well as for first-class news-

paper work. Mr. Iliggins, who has cliarge of the

mechanical department, is one of the best prac-

tical printers in tlie State, and has been identified

with the Republican for many years.

•4 Qp- ^
,ETER EDWARD LARSON, resident pait-

ner and business manager of the firm of

P. Larson & Co., merchant tailors and

dealers in readj'-made clothing and gents'

furnishing goods, is one of the enterprising citi-

zens of Watseka. The Watseka House is one of

three large stores of the same kind owned and con-

ducted by this company. The present store, which

was founded in Paxton, Ford County, 111., in 1864,

by Peter Larson, the father of our subject, is con-

ducted by the elder son, Charles Albert. The sec-

ond store of tlie same cliaracter, situated in(iibson,

Ford County, was established by our sul^jcct in

March, 1887, and is conducted by the second son,

Theodore. The store in AVatseka was established

by Peter, September 1, 1891, and has since been

conducted under his management. All three are

united under the firm name of P. Larson &: Co.

The business lias grown from a small beginning to

be one of the most important mercantile enter-

prises in Eastern Illinois, and their aggregate an-

nual business amounts to 1100,000 and upwards.

This house maintains a gilt-edged credit and is

noted for its good work, fair dealing and conserva-

tive business methods.

The subject of our sketch was born in Attica,

Ind., on the 25th of August, 1863, and is a son of

Peter and Louisa (Gustafson) Larson. He came

to Illinois with his parents in 1864, and the family

located in Paxton, Ford County, where Peter Ed-
ward was reared to manhood. His education was

acquired in the Paxton schools and the Collegiate

Normal Institute of that place. As soon as he vvas

old enough to do business, he was emploj'ed in

his father's store as salesman when out of school

and when his school-days were over. In March,

1887, he was made a partner in the business and

established as manager of the branch house in Gib-

son, where he continued until the 1st of September,

1891. He then established the AVatseka branch

house, of which he has since been manager and

resident ])artner. This store is the largest exclu-

sive clothing store in the county and is doing a

large and constantly increasing business.

Mr. Larson is a member of Drummer Camp No.

235, M. AV. A., of Gibson. In politics, he is a Re-

publican, but not an aggressive partisan. He is a

genial gentleman, a good business man and a fair

representative of so important a mercantile house

as that of P. Larson & Co.

ELI OREBAUGH, Sheriff of Iroquois County,

is a native of Highland County, Ohio. He
was born on the 10th of June, 1834, and is

a son of David and Sarah (Caley) Orebaugh. His

father was born in Rockingham Count}', Va., in

1810, and died at the age of lift}' years. His

mother, a native of Highland Count}', Ohio, still

survives her husband and is now a resident of

Clermont County, Ohio.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in his native State, and was educated in the

public schools near his home. On the 26th of

November, 1857, he was united in marriage with

Miss Sarah, a daughter of John and .Julia

Maxfield, and a native of Hamilton County,

Ohio. They began their domestic life upon a

farm in the Buckeye State, where they resided

until October, 1883, when with his family he

settled in Fountain Township, where he was en-

gaged in farming until elected Sheriff, in the fall

of 1890. He then removed to AA''atseka, and on

the 1st of December of that year entered upon

the duties of the office and has since resided in

that city.

Nine children were born unto Mr. and JMrs. Ore-

baugh, of whom four are living. David Alvin,

the eldest, is a practicing lawyer of AN'^atseka. The

three daughters, Alice K., Emma C, and Bertha

M., are still with tlicir parents.
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Our subject manifested liis loyalty to the Gov-

iTiiment during the late war b^- enlisting on the

2d of May, 1864, as a member of Company B, One

Hundred and Fifty-third Ohio Infantry, and

st-rved the term of his enlistment. He is now a

member of G. H. Neele Post Xo, 576, G. A. R.. of

( issua Park, Iroquois County, of wliicli he has

lu'en Chaplain. In his political attiliations he is a

Democrat.

In connection with his other interests, Mr. Ore-

liaiigh is connected with the Styles Automatic

Hinge Company, which was recently organized in

Wntseka. He was one of those interested in the

r-iablishment of the enterprise and is one of its

stiickholders. He is recognized as a leading

faiiner of the community and is a valued citizen.

He has proved himself a most efficient and reliable

officer and enjoys the respect and esteem of a wide

circle of friends and acquaintances.

i.ll.LIAM S. LAHKIN, a retired farmer who

makes his home in Onarga, claims Rhode

Island as the State of his nativit}'. The

place of his birth is in South Kingston, Washing-

ton County, and the date March 5. 1826. He
comes of an old New England family. His grand-

parents, William and JJashba (Webster) Larkin,

were both natives of Rhode Island, and the grand-

father was a direct descendant of Edward Larkin,

the friend and companion of Roger Williams. Tlie

parents of our subject, William and Lucy (Morey)

Larkin, were also born, reared and married in Rhode

Island. They became the parents of a family of

nine children, but death has taken away the eldest

(laughter, Lucy A. The others are as follows: Will-

iam S.jAlford A., Ephraim, Albert, Elsie, Bradford,

Welcome H. and Eliza. The father died in June,

1SH2, at the ripe old age of eight^y-one years and

foui- months, and the mother's death occurred in

March of that year at the age of eighty-three years

and eight months.

Under the parental roof, William Larkin was

reared to manhood and his education was acquired

in the public schools, As a companif)n and help-

mate on life's journey, he chose Miss P^lizabeth

Cook, daughter of Alford and Austress (Brehman)

Cook, of Rhode Island. Their union was celebrated

on the Kith of August, 1849, and unto them were

born four children, one son and three daughters:

Lucy A., born January 23, 18.51, is now the wife

of Edgar I. King, of Gibson, III., and they have

three children, Edgar I., Lucy Belle and Gilva.

Mary J., born August 30, 1852, is the wife of Irvin

Rutledge, a resident of Arlington, Reno County,

Kan., b)' whom she has four children, Ro}', Loren,

Lila and AVill. Olive I., born May 20, 1856, was

joined in wedlock with AValter Davis, who died in

Ma^-, 1891. Four children were born unto them:

Earl, Alice, Walter Mark, and one deceased.

George S., the only son of the family, was born

September 13, 1859. He mai-ried Miss Donella

JIcKinzie, a Scotch lady, and thej' reside in Melvin,

111.

In 1857, Mr. Larkin disposed of his business in-

terests in Connecticut, where he had been living,

and emigrated Westward to Illinois, locating on a

farm of one hundred and sixty acres in what is

now Lyman Township, Ford County, but at that

time was known as town 25, range 9 east in Ver-

milion County. He there made his home from

1857 until 1883, and his children were reared upon

that farm. He was an industrious and enterpris-

ing farmer and by his perseverance and good

management won a comfortable competence. At

length he determined to lay aside business cares

and live a retired life, and in 1883 he removed to

the village of Roberts, but after a few months went

to Melvin, where he spent the succeeding five years

of his life. In 1889, he came to Onarga, where he

has since made his home, but he still retains posses-

sion of his farm of two hundred acres, one hun-

dred and sixty acres of it being the farm on which

he first settled.

AVliile living in Ford County, Mr. Larkin held

the offices of School Director and School Trustee

and also served for one term as Supervisor. The

cause of education finds in him a warm friend and

he gives his support to eveiy enterprise or interest

calculated to prove of public benefit. His success

in life iias all been due to his own efforts and he is

now enjoying a well-earned rest. Ilinisclf and
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wife in early life were members of the Ba])tist

Church; after coming West they joined the Con-

gregational Church, but since 1889 have held mem-
bership with the Presbyterian Church. They have

helped to build four churches. In politics, our sub-

ject votes with the Prohibition party, for it embod-

ies his ideas on the temperance question.

m>^^<^^
OMER TULLP2R, a iiighly respected citizen

of Cla3tonville and an extensive dealer in

stock, claims Ohio as the State of his nativ-

ity. Delaware County is the place of his

birth, and the date September 18, 1837. He is a

son of Roswell and Nancy (Thompson) TuUer.

The father was born in Hartford, Conn., and when

a lad of twelve years emigrated with his parents

to Franklin County, Ohio. He helped to build

the first log cabin in Columbus. He was in the

War of 1812, and, like the remainder of his com-

rades, was forced to go barefooted all through one

winter. After the war he emigrated to Delaware

County, Ohio, and built the second log cabin in

that county, while in tlie midst of the forest he

developed a farm. He died in Februarj', 18(36, at

the age of seventy-six years. His wife was a na-

tive of the Green Mountain State, and when a

young maiden of ten summers came to Ohio. She

died on the old homestead. Mr. Tuller was a

successful business man and a prominent and pro-

gressive farmer. AVith the Presbyterian Ciuirch

he and his wife held membership. In the family

were the following children: Alvin, now a resident

farmer of Franklin Count}', Ohio; Philander, who

died at the age of eighteen years; Cynthia, who

died in Ohio; Martha, deceased wife of John Stan-

dish; Mrs. Lydia Freshwater, who died in Ohio;

Orrin, a bridge-builder who met his death by acci-

dent; Milo, who died at the age of nineteen years;

Homer of this sketch; Edgar, who served in an

Ohio regiment during the late war for one hun-

dred days, now resides in Paoli, Kan. All of the

children were born and reared on the old home-

stead in Ohio.

Our subject grew to manhood upon his fatlier's

farm, no event of special importance occurring

during his childhood daj-s. He attended scliool,

which was conducted on the subscription plan and

was held Brst in one house and then another. He
was ten years of age before he attended a regular

school. At the age of sixteen he began devoting

his entire attention to farm work, and exijerienced

all the privations and hardships of pioneer life.

On attaining his majority he started out in life for

himself, and in the winter of 1857-58 we find him

in Union Count}', Iowa, where he made a claim of

Government land and began the development of a

farm. The Indians were then very numerous in

the settlement and the work of civilization and

progress seemed scarcely begun. There were only

three settlements, in the countj". After a year his

brother who was with him was taken ill and the

father came and induced his sons to return. Our
subject owned three hundred and twenty acres of

land in which the county seat is now situated. After

he went back to Ohio, he engaged in operating

liis father's farm for a time and then purchased

land of his own.

During the late war, Mr. Tuller tried to enlist

in both the Twentieth and Ninety-sixth Ohio

Infantry, but his services were neither time ac-

cepted. He continued to engage in farming in

Ohio until 1867, when he came to Iroquois County,

and settled on section 3, Fountain Creek Township.

The farm was then a tract of wild prairie, but acre

after acre was placed under the plow and trans-

formed into rich and fertile fields which yielded him

abundant harvests. In connection with the culti-

vation of his land he also engaged in shipping

stock and was very successful in that part of his

undertakings. At length b}' his industry and en-

terprise he has acquired a comfortable competence

and IS now devoting liis time and attention to

buying and shipping stock, while his son operates

his farm. He still owns two hundred and twenty-

two acres of valuable land.

On the 17th of December, 1858, jMr. Tuller

wedded Miss Louisa A. High, a native of Reading,

Pa., who emigrated to Ohio at the age of twelve

years. Unto them have been born four children.

William Roswell was educated in the public schools

of Watseka, married Kniily Hammond, of Peiinsyl-
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vania, and resides on the old horacsitead; C'harle

A. is now engaged in tlie restaurant and grocery

business in Claytonville; Hlanclie is deceased; and

Nellie completes the family.

In 18(i0, Mr. Tuller east his first Presidential

\ote, supporting .Stephen A. Douglas, and has

-ince been a supporter of the Democratic party,

lie often serves as a delegate to its conventions

and is one of its influential and prominent members

in this community. He does all in his power to

promote its growth and insure its success, but has

never been an olHce-seeker. Mr. Tuller began life

empty-lianded and lias had man3" trials and diffi-

culties to meet, but has overcome these by enter-

prise and determination, and by the assistance of

his estimable wife, who has indeed proved a true

liolpmate to him, he has steadily worked his way

upward to a position among the substantial and

representative citizens of the county. His sterling

worth and integrity have won him high regard

and he has many warm friends throughout the

community.

ipyKEDKKICK GKP:ENBrRG, one of the

r^yG) leading and influential farmers of Prairie

1 (Jreen Township, residing on section 24, is

numbered among the earliest settlers of this com-

munity, where for thirty-six years he has made his

liome. He has watched its growth and progress,

and has aided in its upbuilding and development,

ever faithfully performing his duties of citizenship,

and doing what he could for the best interests of

all.

Mr. (ireenburg claims (iermany as the land of

ills birth, which occurred in the kingdom of Prus-

sia, on the 24th of February, 183."?. His parents

were Frederick and Latta (Kruger) Greenburg.

His faliier was born in Prussia, Germany, in 180(1,

and there remained until sixty-five years of age,

being employed as a siicpherd throughout the years

of his active life in the Fatherland. The mother was

also a native of Prussia, and died in that country

lit the age of sixty-four years, After her death.

Mr. Greenburg came to America to live with his

children, all of whom had previously emigrated to

this country. Here he spent the remainder of his

life, dying in Prairie Green Township in 1874, at

the age of seventy-four years.

We now take up the personal history* of our sub-

ject, who in his native land acquired a good com-

mon-school education. He remained in Germany

until twenty-two years of age, when he determined

to seek his fortune in America, and crossed the

briny deep. When he landed in New York he did

not have a cent of money. In trutli, he began life

in the New World penniless, but he possessed en-

ergy, perseverance and a determination to succeed.

Coming to Milwaukee, Wis., he at once began a

search for work, and soon secured employment in

a brick vard at 5*15 a month, where he remained for

about five months. The next five years he worked

on the farm and in a saw-mill. On tiie expiration

of that period he came to Prairie Green Township,

Iroquois County, and with the capital he had ac-

(juired purchased eighty acres of raw prairie land.

At once he began its development and improve-

ment, and soon the wild prairie was transformed

into rich and fertile fields, which yielded to him

a golden tribute in return for his care and labor.

As a companion and helpmate on life's journey,

Mr. Greenburg chose Miss Margaret Smith, a na-

tive of Bavaria, Germany, born June 10,1843. She

resided in the land ot her birth until twent}' years

of age, when she emigrated to America. The mar-

riage of our subject and his wife was celebrated in

1869, and by their union have been born eight chil-

dren, as follows: John F., Frederick W., Louis A.,

Fannie ('., Williaui L., Florence N., James G. ]5.

and Lester Grant. The family circle still remains

unbroken, and the children are all under the pa-

rental roof.

In political sentiment, Mr. Greenburg is a Re-

publican, and is a stanch supporter of the princi-

ciples of that party. For a number of years he

served his fellow-townsmen as School Director, and

is still filling that office. He is a member of the

German Lutheran Church, and his wife is a Cath-

olic. Their home is upon one of the finest farms

of Prairie Greene Township. To his original pur-

chase Mr. (ireenburg has added from time to time,
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as his financial resources were increased, until he

now owns five hundred and sixty acres of valuable

land. He maj^ be truly called a self-made man, for

his entire possessions have been acquired through

his own industrious and well-directed efforts. It

was a fortunate day for him when he determined

to come to America, and also fortunate for the

county, whicli numbers him among its valued citi-

zens.

yL. RANTON, editor and proprietor of the

Cissna Park Bevimv, is one of the wide-

awake and enterprising young business

men of Cissna Park and is an honor to his adopted

county. He was born near Belfast, Ireland, April

20, 1869. His father, Edward Ranton, was born

and reared in the same locality and is of Scotch-

Irish descent. He acquired an excellent education

and became familiar with the occupation of farm-

ing and all its details. After he had attained to

mature years he married Miss Annie Lockhart,

whose parents were natives of Scotland, and after

his marriage he embarked in agricultural puisuits

for himself.

It was in 1870 that Edward Ranton determined

to seek a home in the New AVorld and crossed the

Atlantic to America. He made his first location

in Missouri, where he purchased a tract of wild

land and began the development of a farm. In

1876 he removed to Western Illinois, and in 1880

came with his wife and children to Iroquois

County, locating in Pigeon Grove Township.

He now owns and operates one hundred and sixty

.acres of good land adjoining1;he corporation limits

of Cissna Park, and his farm is considered one of

the desirable places of this localitj'. He has served

as Supervisor of his township and is a valued

citizen of the community. He holds membership

with the Methodist Episcopal Church and also be-

longs to the Masonic fraternity and the Knights

of Pythias. In politics he has been a very strong

Republican since he became an American citizen.

He is a man of strong convictions and is ever true

to his ideas of right.

Our subject is the eldest uf four cliildron, and.

like himself, the others, Jennie, John and Edward
are all at home. W. L. was a babe of a year when
with his parents he crossed the briny deep, and
when a lad of seven became lo Illinois. At the

age of eleven he began farm work and followed it

for some time. His early education was acquired

in the common schools. He afterward entered

upon his business career as an emploj-e in the

bank of Cissna Park, and then went to Quinc}-, 111.,

where he pursued a commercial course of stud}- in

the Gem City Business College.

It was Mr. Ranton 's intention' on completing

his education to goto Arizona, but Banker Young
suggested that he purchase and publish the Cissna

Park Revieiv, saving that he could well do so.

Our subject followed the banker's advice and in Feb-

ruary', 1892, he left the farm and took ciiarge of

the paper which he has since conducted successfully.

He has also on account of his father's illness man-

aged the farm, but expects to devote much of his

time and attention hereafter to journalism. He is.

a fluent writer and will no doubt win success in

his chosen vocation. Mr. Ranton is independent

and self-reliant and depends not upon luck but

upon his own exertions. He is a Director in the

Building and Loan Association and is a member
of the Masonic lodge and Knights of Pj-thias

fraternity. In the spring of 1892, he was made

Supervisor of his township, an honor of which he

may well be proud as he is the youngest Supervisor

in the county. He is a young man of sterling

worth, popular in both business and social circles

c^$)HE FIRST NATIONAL BANK of Watseka.

(((^^ This bank was organized in 1870, itsorgan-

V^^' izers and active promoters being David Mc-

Gill and George C. Harrington. Its first President

was Samuel Williams, who took no part in the

bank management, the Vice-president, David Mc-

Gill, being the active officer. He is now President

of the institution, and George C. Harrington has

held the position of Cashier from its organization

until the present time. The bank, at its organiza-

tion, met with instant recognititui from the pub-
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lie. as its promoters and Directors were men who had

long b^n citizens of tiie county, and were well

known for their conservatism and stability. There

was an opening for an institution of this charac-

iiT. and it has been successful from tlie date of its

organization. Its capital was originally 850,000.

It lias paid good dividends upon its stock, and

now has a surplus of 818,<I00. Its charter was re-

newed in 18!t0, and it carries the full amount of

circulation allowed, securing the same by four per

cent, bonds. The business of the bank is largelj' with

the farmers of Iroquois County, its loans being

chiefly made to theiu, the theory of the officers being

that it is better policy for a bank to distribute its

loans in small amounts to a large number of cus-

tomers, than in Large amounts to a few. The bank

i> now in its elegant new building, constructed in

ls',10. on the corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets.

It has all the improvements in modern safe build-

ing, with large and roomy vaults aud safe-deposit

boxes. The interior is of hard-wood finish, while

the light is excellent and the ventilation perfect.

LEXANDKK PATE is engaged in general

'!^74i| merchandising in Wellington, and is one

A of the most prominent business men in this

part of the county-. jNIore tlian a quarter

of a centurj' has passed since he came to this

county and in the years that have come and gone

he lias formed a wide acquaintance and won the

respect of all with whom he has been brought in

contact. lie has the honor of being a native of

Illinois, and was born in Galena, .September 20,

1844, being the fourth in order of birth in a

famil3' of six ciiildren, numbering three sons and

three daughters. The father, Thomas Pat(% was

born in Linconshire. England, in 1794.

The mother of our subject bore the maiden name

of Temperance Davey. Their union was cele-

brated July 23, 1837. Mr. Pate was reared as a

landscape gardener. lie emigrated to America

about 1832, and about five years afterward returned

to England, but in 1840 again came to this coun-

try, locating in (ialena, HI. IIjs death there oc-

12

curred, September 1, 1856. The mother of our

subject was born in Winkle^s England, in 1804.

and is still living, her home being at Niagara Falls.

While the writer was in AVellington Mrs. Pate was

visiting her son Alexander. She is a well-preserved

old lady, her years resting lightly upon her. Three

children of the family are yet living: Davey, a

lumber merchant, is married and resides in Chicago;

Alexander of this sketcli; and Sarah, wife of G. D.

Belden, a real-estate dealer of Niagara Falls,

N. Y.

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in

iiis native city, and his education was acquired in

the common schools, being greatl3- supplemented by

self-culture. When he started out in life for himself

he had no capital except the talents with which na-

ture had endowed him, but he determined to win

success and has carried out his resolution. It was in

the following way that he came to locate in this

county: He left Galena and made liis wa}' to On-

arga, hoping to secure employment with Uncle

Billy Pearson, but when he reached his destination

he found that Mr. Pearson was about to close his

business at that place on account of the blasting of

his crops by the earlj- frosts, and seek a home else-

where. This was in 1863. Although disappointed

in this direction, Mr. Pate determined to make the

best of his situation and seek employment of some

kind. His knowledge of book-keeping was not

very advanced, but his brother, who had pursued

a course of study in Bryant & Stratton's Business

College, gave him a few instructions and he se-

emed the position of accountant with W. M.

Coney, of Watseka, with whom he remained from

1863 to 1871, a fact whicli indicates his faithfulness

to his employer. This was the beginning of what

has proved a successful business career.

During the summer of 1871, the Chicago c^'

Eastern Illinois Railroad was under process of

construction and the contractors working in this

territory liad been purchasing supplies of Mr.

Coney. On one occasion when Mr. Coney was in

Chicago, a contractor came in to the store and

said to our subject: "Pate, wh}' do you not estab-

lish a point of supplies south of Milford?" On
the return of Mr. Coney, Mr. Pate suggested the

idea and they resolved to put it into execution.
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Thej' drove to the present site of AVellington,

upon which at tliat time not a habitation of any

kind was to be seen. On Monday, the following

day, Mr. Pate was on the ground with a load of

lumber hauled from Watseka, and the next day

with a load of goods. A small frame shanty, 16x32

feet, was at once erected and the first night spent

there our subject slept in the unroofed building.

He had his gun, and his only companion was his

faithful dog. He was placed in charge of the new

store as a partner of Mr. Conej' and for about

twelve years, or until 1883, the business connection

was continued, when iSIr. Pate purchased his part-

ner's interest and assumed entire control at Wel-

lington. For twenty years these two gentlemen

had been connected in business and their relations

were always the most pleasant. In the fall of 1871

the)' had erected a one-stor)' frame store building,

50x20 feet, opposite the present site, and in the

following summer built a two-story building,

100x25 feet. In February, 1888, they met with

a heavy loss, their building being burned to ashes.

The fire, however, was hardly quenched when

plans were made for the erection of the beautiful

brick store which Mr. Pate to-day occupies. This

building is 46x110 and is filled witli a full and

complete line of both staple and fancy goods such

as are to be found in a general merchandise store.

This is one of the largest establishments in the

county. The volume of business done bj' Mr.

Pate in 1891 reached $40,000. He is also the

senior member of the Arm of Pate & Norton, grain

dealers, who, in 1891, handled two hundred and

fifty thousand bushels of grain. He is also inter-

ested in land in Dakota and in Crawford and

Iroquois Counties, 111.

On the nth of May, 1875, Mr. Pate wedded

Miss Mary E. Wilson, daughter of J. B. and Eliza

(Hickman) Wilson. Unto them have been born

two daugliters: Gertrude, who attended school in

Wellington, is pursuing a classical course in Lake

Forest Seminary. She possesses considerable mu-

sical talent. Lydia, the younger, is at home. Tlie

family is one of prominence in this communit}-

and its members rank high in social circles.

Mr. Pate cast his first Presidential vote for Gen.

U. S, Grant, whom he had many times met in Ga-

lena, and has since been a stalwart supporter of

Republican principles. For six years he was a

member of the Board of School Directors and at

this writing is Clerk. He has been a liberal donor

to all benevolences and has contributed freely to-

wards the erection of all the church edifices in

AVellington. From no enterpri.se calculated to

prove of public benefit does he withold his aid,

but gives freel)' to all. His success in life has

been remarkable, yet it has been all won through

his business ability, sagacity and well-directed

efforts. His own labors have brought him the

handsome competence which is to-day his, and he

certainly deserves great credit for his prosperous

and upright career.

\i1 RWIN W. BAKER, one of the large land-own-

I! ers of the county, now resides on section 28,

lk\ Ash Grove Township. As he is widely and

favorably known throughout the communil\', we

feel assured that the record of his life will prove

of interest to many of our readers, and gladly

give it a place in this history. A native of the

Hoosier State, he was born in Parke County, Ind.,

October 14, 1831. The family is of German de-

scent and was founded in America by the grand-

father of our subject. The father, David Baker,

was a life-long farmer. He married Nancj' Le-

vick. Her death occurred in 1846, and his death

occurred in 1849, leaving our subject an orphan

when about eighteen years of age. David Baker

had served in the War of 1812 under Gen. Will-

iam Henry Harrison and was a stanch' Whig in

political sentiment. The family numbered seven

children, three of whom are yet living, but the

eldest, George, is now deceased; John is a farmer

on Silver Island, Ind.; Irwin is the next younger;

David is an agriculturist of Fountain County,

Ind.; Lewis, who served in the Thirty-first Indi-

ana Infantry, died in the army; and Jacob and

Margaret are now deceased.

Mr. Baker whose name head.K this record was

reared to manhood upon the home farm. At his
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father's death he was tlirown upon his owna re-

sources and started out iu life for himself with

his share of the estate, ^16. He began earning his

own livelihood by chopping wood and making

rails. All that he now possesses he lias achieved

through his own efforts and he may be truly called

a self-made man. The autumn of 1862 witnessed

bis arrival iu Illinois and for some years he

worked as a farm hand. Previous to this he mar-

ried Miss Elizabeth McConncll, born in Parke

Count}^ Ind., August 4, 1836, their union being

celebrated iu Indiana in 1858.

After coming to this county, Mr. Baker settled

on section 16, Ash Grove Township, where he

purchased eighty acres of prairie land and twentj-

acres of timber. He has since here made his home,

but his landed possessions have not remained the

same. As the years passed his financial resources

were increased, as the result of his industry and

perseverance, and he made additional purchases

until he now owns three hundred and sixty-six

acres in one body and four hundred and eighty acres

elsewhere. For several years he has been engaged

iu general fanning and stock-raising, but recently

he has purchased a good home in Cissna Park, and

will remove thither soon and retire from active

business life. He was instrumental in establishing

the Farmers' Elevator at Goodwine and is now
one of its Directors. This has proved of incal-

culable benefit to the farmers of the community.

The Baker family numbers the following chil-

dren: David, who is engaged in merchandising in

California; ,Iohn who operates the old home farm

on section 23, Ash Grove Township, married Lou-

isa Wood; AVallace, who wedded Lillie Geddes.

resides near his brother; Nancy Jane is the wife

of .Tames Morris, of St. Louis; William died at the

age of twenty-three; Isaac Clinton wedded Jlollie

Stump and is a resident farmer of Ash (irove

Township; Fred and Clarence are still with their

parents; James died iu his third year.

As before stated, Mr. Baker started out in life

for himself with a capital of only |il6, but

good management and well-directed efiforts have

brought him prosperity. Whatever he undertakes

he carries forward to completion, and to that final-

ity of his nature his success ma\- be attributed in

no small measure. He is now numbered among

the wealthy citizens of this community. He cast

his first Presidential vote for Scott, then supported

Fremont and was a Republican until 1880, since

which time he has affiliated with the Democratic

I)arty. He takes considerable interest in political

affairs but has never been an office-seeker. The

counts- finds in him a public-spirited and progress-

ive citizen, and he has done much for its upbuild-

ing in the thirty years of his residence here.

^^li'

^f'AMES M. STREAN, who is engaged in

farming on section 30, Milford Town-

^^ I

ship, has the honor of being a native of

^^^ this countj', and his entire life has here

been p.assed. He was born on his father's farm,

about three miles north of Milford, on the 21st of

October, 1847. His parents, David and Elizabeth

\. (Axtell) Strean, were both natives of Pennsyl-

vania. In 1834, they bade good-bye to their old

home and started from the Keystone State to Illi-

nois, making the journey by wagon. At length

they reached this count}' and settled in Milford

Township. They were among the earliest pioneers,

having located here when almost all of the land

was still in its primitive condition and when the

settlements, which were few, were widely scat-

tered.

In tlie Strean family were twelve children, as

follows: Thomas Vennuin, John Gilmore, ilary

Margaret. .larnes M., Nancy Jane, Caroline, Kirk,

Enoch, Casper Campbell, Gilbert, Grace, and one

who died in infancy. The two eldest sons were

soldiers of the*late war. Thomas A'ennura served

for one year among the boj'S in blue, and John

Gilmore enlisted at the first call for troops, serv-

ing three months. On the expiration of that

time he re-enlisted and was with his regiment at

the front for a year.

We now take up the pei-sonal history of our

subject, who has spent his entire life in this

county. He was reared to manhood under the

parental roof, the days of his boyhood and youth

being quietly passed. He followed the jjIow and
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harrow through the summer months and in the

winter season, when the farm work was over, he

attended the public schools, acquiring a good

English education.

It was on the 4th of September, 1870, that Mr.

Strean led to the marriage altar Miss Ruth A.

Mead, daughter of James R. and Huldah A. (Cof-

fin) Mead. A family of six children has been

born of their union and four are yet living,

namely: Hattie Jane, born July 14, 1871, died in

her fourth year; George Washington, born Feb-

ruary 2, 1873: Eva May, April 20, 1875; Myrtle

Ottalean, September 28, 1880; and Jessie, who
completes tiie familv, born November 12, 1885.

The fifth cliihl died in infanc}'.

Mr. Strean is now engaged in general farming.

Since attaining his majoritj- he has followed the

occupation to which he was reaied and is a well-

known agriculturist of Slilford Township. In

politics he is a supporter of Republican principles

and keeps well posted on tlie issues of the day,

both political and otherwise. Reading, experience

and observation have made him a well-informed

man. He is a worthy representative of an hon-

ored pioneer family and tiiroughout the commun-
ity he is held in liigh regard.

^( OHN K. JUDY, a member of the firm of Judy

& Ours, dealers in general merchandise of

Goodwine, has carried on operations in this

place about a year, but in that time has al-

ready built uji an excellent trade, which is con-

stantly increasing. lie occupies a store 60x60

feet, and the rooms are well stocked with ever}-

thing found in his line. He also keeps lumber and

building material, and does a strictly cash business.

He has the confidence of all with whom he has

been brought in contact, and his courteous treat-

ment and fair dealing have won him high regard.

Mr. Judj' was born in what is now Grant County,

W. Va., November 22, 1850, and is a son of Ilenr^^

and Elizabeth (Kimball) Judy. Mrs. Judy's father

was killed by a rebel during the late war, although

only a private citizen. The father of our subject

died in 1852, after which his widow became the

wife of John Ours. Her death occuri'ed in 1877.

Six children were born of the first marriage: Hi-

ram, who now resides in Virginia; Henson, who

served the Union cause in the armj' in AVest Vir-

ginia and is now a farmer of Iroquois County;

Noah, who served in the Home Guards during the

late war; John K., of this sketch; and Hannah and

Mary, both deceased. Three children were born

of the second marriage: Wellington, who is now
in partnership with our subject; and Indiana and

Rebecca, both deceased. Their father was also a

member of the State Guards and was killed in a

fight about nine miles from his home.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the midst

of war scenes. His native county was crossed

again and again by rebels and it was almost im-

possible for the family to keep anything to eat in

tlie house. He could not attend school under these

circumstances and so gave his time to farm work.

In 1870, Mr. Judy came to Illinois and for some

time worked as a farm hand. He then engaged in

agricultural pursuits for himself with good success

until about four years ago. He has twice visited

his old home in Virginia since coming to Illinois,

one of tlie trips being occasioned by the death of

his mother. On leaving the farm, Mr. Judy em-

barked in merchandising in C'laytonville, and car-

ried on operations in that place for three years,

after which he came to Goodwine, and has since

been one of its leading business men.

A marriage ceremony performed m 1872 united

the destinies of Mr. Judj' and Miss Abigail Gil-

bert, who was born in Fountain County, Ind., and

is a daughter of Monroe Gilbert, one of the early

settlers. Unto them have been born five children,

three sons and two daughters: Hannah E., Eva,

Arthur, Franklin and Gertie. The eldest is a na-

tive of West Virginia, and the others were born

in this county.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Judy are members of the

United Brethren Church. They are people of

sterling worth, whose many excellencies of charac-

ter have won them the high respect'of a large cir-

cle of friends and acquaintances. In politics, Mr.

Judy is a Rci)ublican, having been a stalwart

supporter of that party since he cast his first Presi-
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clential vote for Gen. U. S. Grant. He has been a

(lelogate to the county and senatorial conventions,

nnd is now serving as Postmaster of Goodwine-

Ho is a man of excellent business ability, pro-

gressive and cnttMinitiing. and is rapidly winning

his way upward.

OP. HAH^IAX, a rei)resentativo and inlhi-

ential citizen of Milford, dates his residence

v-^^ in Iroquois County from 1868. For more

than twent>' years he engaged in farming, but is

now practicall}' living retired. His life record is

as follows: He was born near Moberly, Randolph

County, Mo., on the 12th of June, 1849, and is a

son of Anthouj- and Theodosia (Carver) Harinan,

the father born near Winchester, Va., and the

mother at Lexington, Kj'. Having emigrated to

Missouri in an earl}- day, they resided in Randolph

County for many years. It was in 1865 that

they removed to Warren County, Ind., where Mr.

llarman purchased land, and engaged in farming

and stock-raising. He and his wife are still resi-

dents of that community.

The first sixteen 3-ears of his life our suliject

spent in tiie State of his nativity, and then accom-

panied his parents on their removal to Indiana.

Three years later, in 1868, he came to Illinois, lo-

cating on a farm in Stockland Townshii), Iroquois

County, belonging to his uncle, Jacob Harman, who
died on the 17th of February, 188."), and left to his

nephew five hundred and sixty acres of land. Upon
that farm our subject resided until 1890, and in

connection with its cultivation and improvement

he engaged in buying, selling and raising fine

grades of cattle. At length he left the farm and

went to Miford, where he now makes his home,

but he still supervises his landed interests.

(to the 29th of October, 1872, Mr. Harman was

joined in wedlock with Miss Sarah M. Jones, daugh-

ter of John II, and Hannah Jones, prominent cit-

izens of Stocklan(Wowuship. Unto them has been

born one child, a son. Leroy, born on the 12th of

August, 1876. JMr. and Mrs. Harman have a beau-

tiful home in Milford, which is supplied with all

the comforts of life, and is the abode of hospital-

ity, its doors being ever thrown open for the recep-

tion of their many friends.

In his political affiliations our subject is a Re-

publican, having supported that part}- since he

attained his majorit}', and sociall}- is a member of

Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F. & A. M. He is a

public-spirited and progressive citizen, and takes

an active interest in all that pertains to the wel-

fare of the community, its upbuilding and its ad-

vancement. His aid is never sought in vain by

any worthy enterprise, and Milford finds in him a

valued resident. He is a popular gentleman,

widely and favorably known throughout the com-

miinit.v.

^fj
OSEPH G. WALLACE, one of the prominent

citizens of the county, who is now living a

retired life in Buckley, was born on the 1st

of June, 1841, in Downer's Grove, I)u

Page County, 111., and is one of a family of ten

children, whose parents were John and Mebitable

(Harrington) Wallace. It was in 1837 that John

Wall.ace came to Illinois and purchased an eightj--

acre tract of wild land in Du Page County, where

he began the development of a farm. Having

thus prepared a home, he was joined by his family

three years later, and there the children were reared

to manhood and womanhood. The parents are

still living on the old homestead where they first

located. They are highly respected people, whose

excellencies of character have won them many
friends. Of their family five are yet living, namely:

J. Austin, Joseph G., James Richard, P^mma .and

Alice.

Upon his father's farm the subject of this sketch

spent the daj'S of his boyhood and youth. No
event of special importance occurred until July,

1862, when, having attained his majority, he re-

sponded to the country's call for troops. Prompted

by patriotic impulses, he joined Compan}- B,

One Hundred and Fifth Illinois Infantry, and

faithfully served as a valiant soldier for three
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years, receiving his discharge on the 12th of June,

1865. The first battle in which he took part was

Resaca, where the Brigade Commander, W. T.

AVard, was wounded, and Gen. Benjamin Harrison

tool< command of the s^ame and continued on to

Atlanta and to the sea. Mr. Wallace participated

in all the battles of his regiment on the Atlanta

Campaign and on the famous march to the sea.

The march having been completed, he witnessed

the Grand Review at Washington, D. C. Though

in many engagements, he was never wounded or

taken prisoner.

In 1865, Mr. Wallace went to Dwight, 111., and

resided upon a farm in that locality until 1874.

March 25, of that year, he married Miss Jennie

Potter, daughter of John and Lucinda (Blanchard)

Potter, of Dwight, 111. Their family numbered

seven children, six of whom are yet living. Oscar

died at the age of five years; Orson married Miss

Rachel Porter; Caroline L. is the wife of William

E. Fenn; Mary Louise is the wife of Frank Ben-

jamin; Cynthia Jane wedded Joseph G. Wallace;

Jerusha Violetta is the wife of Eugene Flagler;

and John B. married Miss Grace Cone.

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace

spent afew months in Elliott, 111., and then removed

to a farm of two hundred acres, which he had

purchased a short time i>revious, about two miles

northwest of Buckley. During his residence thereon,

he purchased and sold other land, but he still owns

one hundred and sixty acres of his original farm

and it yields to him a good income. In addition

to the cultivation of his land, he paid considerable

attention to stock-raising, making a specialty' of

the breeding of horses and hogs, but he never bad

occasion to ship, as his stock was so well known

throughout this locality that when he was ready

to sell he found a market at home. His horses

were of the celebrated Norman breed and he raised

the Poland-China hogs.

In his political sentiments, Mr. Wallace is a

Republican. He keeps himself well informed on

the issues of the daj^and on all current events, but

has never been an office-seeker, preferring to devote

his entire time and attention to his business inter-

ests, in which he has met with excellent suc-

cess. Mrs. Wallace is a member of the Methodist

Church. In May, 1891, our subject left the farm

and removed to Buckley, purchasing a fine resi-

dence, in which he and his wife, a most estimable

lad}', make their home. They are enjoying a well-

earned rest amid friends who hold them in high

esteem for their sterling worth. Socially, he be-

longed to Will Carter Post, G. A. R., of Buckley.

-'^^>^^<Bw^ -

^ #ENDAL 8HANKLAND, deceased, an lion-

(=j?^ ored earl}' settler of Iroquois County, was

/4i^ a native of the Buckeye State. He was

born in Eaton, Ohio, on the 1st of July,

1825, his parents being David and Sarah (Craw-

ford) Shankland. Both were natives of Kentucky,

and were of Virginian stock. In 1829, they settled

near what is now West Lebanon, Ind. Their son

attended the public schools of those early days,

where educational advantages were very limited,

but by extensive reading and self-culture he be-

came well informed. He was reared to agricultural

pursuits.

On the 14th of February, 1848, Mr. Shankland

was married in Boone County, Ind., to Miss Am-
anda Harris, a native of Marion County, Ind.,

born ill 1827, and a daughter of Benjamin and

Mahala Harris. Mr. Shankland continued to reside

in Warren County, Ind., until 1854. when he re-

moved to Illinois, and settled in what is now the

township of Prairie Green, Iroquois County.

There he invested his capital, amounting to^lOOO,"

in land, .and engaged in farming. In course of

time he added by purchase to the original tract,

until at his death he was the owner of one thou-

sand acres of valuable land, having become quite

wealthy.

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Shank-

land, as follows: Benjamin F., the eldest, wedded

Miss Nancy R. Miskimen, and is now the President

of the AVatseka Republican Company, and the

editor of the paper; George W., the next younger,

married j\Iiss Susan Seager, and is a farmer resid-

ing on the old homestead; Florence is the wife

of George L. Miller, and is engaged in .agricultural

pursuits in McPherson County, Kan.; David wed-
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(led Miss Mary Cox, and is a farmer residing near

Fowler, Ind.; Laura is the wife of C. B. Smalley,

of Benton County, Ind.

Early in life Jlr. Shankland was a Wliig. and

when the Republican part}- sprang into existence

lie was one of its organizei-s in his countj*. He

ever afterwards maintained his connection with it,

and was recognized as an influential member. He

helped to organize Iroquois Countj' into townships,

and for about twenty years represented I'rairie

(ireen Township on the Countj' Board, of which

lie was several times Chairman, and one of its

most influential working members. His death

occurred at his home August 12, 1882. His wife

survives him, and has since married Jlr. Gill. She

is a member of the Christian Church, and her

home is in Anderson. Ind.

P'
RED H. LUECKE is a wide-awake and en-

terprising young farmer of Ash Grove

Township, residing on section 17. He
claims Will Count}-, 111., as the place of his birth,

which occurred on the 11th of November, 18GI.

His father, Fred F. Luecke, was l)orn in Germany,

November 19, 18-42, and is the son of Frederick

Luecke, who was born and reared in Hesse and fol-

lowed the carpenter's trade. He married Henrietta

Meyer, and in 1847 sailed from Bremen to New
Orleans, where he arrived after a voj'age of eight

weeks and three days. He then proceeded up the

Mississippi River to Peru, 111., where he hired

teams, by which he made his waj- to Chicago.

After two years spent in Wlieeling, Cook County,

he removed to Crete, Will Countv, where he died

in 1851, at the age of fifty-one 3'ears. His widow
is still living and makes her home with her son

August, at the age of ninety-one.

Fred F. Luecke. the father of our subject, came
with his parents to America when about six years

of age, and in Washington, 111., he learned the

shoemaker's trade, which he followed for a number

of years in Will County. He was married in Will

Countv to Marv Balilman. who died in tiiat countv

in 1876, leavingsix children, namelj': Fred, whose

name heads this record; Henry, who resides on
a farm in Will County; F'rank, who died in 1889,

at the age of twent3'-two yeai-s; Mary, wife of

Charles Waterman, of Will County; Sophia, wife

of John C. Wilkening, of Ash Grove Township;

and Louisa at home. The children were all born

and reared in Will County and acquired good ed-

ucations. After the death of his first wife Mr.
Luecke married Ellen Sclireeck,and unto them have

been born six children, of whom Emma, Mollie

and Lena are now living. Millie, William and
Albert are all deceased. Mr. Luecke and his

family arc all faithful members of the Lutheran

Church. He takes a prominent part in church
work, and is a charitable and benevolent man, who
gives freely of his means to all enterprises calcu-

lated to prove of public benefit. In early life he
was a Democrat, but is now a Republican. When
lie started out in life for himself he had only 81.50,

but by good business ability, perseverance and in-

dustry he has worked his way upward to a position

among the substantial farmers of Will Countv,
and is a highly respected citizen.

Under the parental roof Fred Luecke, whose

j

name heads this record, spent his boyhood days
:
and w;is educated in both the English and German
languages. On leaving school he worked on tlie

home farm and in the employ of others until 1880,
when he came to Iroquois County, and for three

years was in the employ of F. Breynieyei-. He
then spent the three succeeding years of his life

j

on the old homestead, in Will County, and in 1887
• located on his iiresent farm, wliicli has since been

his home. There were then no buildings upon it

:
except a shanty and a small stable, but it is now one

I
of the valuable farms of the community. He has

;

erected a substantial dwelling and good outbuild-

^

ings, which stand as monuments to his thrift and
I enterprise. In addition to the cultivation of his

land, he is also engaged in stock-raising, breediiiir

,
fine Jersey cattle for daii-y purposes.

I

On the lOth of February, 1887, in Will Countv,

I

Mr. Luecke was united in marriage with Miss

j

So|)liia Wilkening, a native of Washington Town-
]

ship, that county, and a daughter of Conrad and
Jlaiy (Tegtmeyer) Wilkening. Two children
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have been born of their union: Artliur, born

March 20, 1888; and "Walter, on the 19th of

June, 1890. The parents are both members of St.

Paul's Lutheran Church, of Woodworth, and take

an active part in its growtli and upbuilding.

In political sentiment, Mr. Luecke is a Republi-

can, and has frequeutl.v served his party as a del-

egate to its conventions. He is now serving as

Assessor of Ash Grove Township and as School

Treasurer, and is a member of the Buckle}' Insur-

ance Compan>'. In every enterprise calculated to

advance the best interests of the communit}', he is

found in tlie front rank, and his aid is never witli-

held when solicited in behalf of any interest cal-

culated to promote the general welfare. During

his residence here he has won a large circle of

friends and acquaintances, and has secured the

high regard of all with whom business or pleasure

has brought him in contact.

^fi LBERT P. KURD is one of the worthy cit-

WpM izens that Michigan has furnished to

I
11) Lovejoy Township. He now owns and

(^ operates a fine farm of four hundred and

thirty acres, his home being on section 3. He was

born near Adrian, Lenawee County, Mich., on the

29th of December, 1833. His parents, Allen D.

and Hannah (Hooper) Hurd, were both natives of

the Empire State, where thej- S])ent their child-

hood days. About 1830 they emigrated to Mich-

igan, and in that State made their home for more

than twenty j'ears, after which thcj' came to Illi-

nois, locating in Iroquois County, on the 1st of

July, 1852. They settled on a farm four miles

south of the village of Milford, in Lovejoy Town-

ship, Mr. Hurd having entered eight}' acres of

land. He also bought a tract of seventy acres of

rich prairie and thirty acres of timber, making in

all a farm of one hundred and fifty-seven acres.

To its cultivation and improvement he devoted

his energies.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hurd was born a family of

six children: John Henry, the eldest, married Miss

Amy Johns, daughter of William Johns, and they

reside in Crescent Township, near Woodland.

They became the parents of six children, four of

whom are living. Albert P., of this sketch, is

the next younger. Lydia Augusta is the wife of

Joseph Pruitt, a resident farmer of Lovejoy

Township, b>' whom she has eiglit children, all

living. Sarah Olivia is the wife of Ezekiel Pro-

bus, a resident fanner of Mitchell County, Kau.

Eight children were born unto them, of whom
seven are surviving. Frances was the next

younger, but her death occurred in early child-

hood. Charles Leslie, the 3'oungest, married

Linda Armstrong, by whom he has five children,

four sons and a daughter. With his family he re-

sides in Cloud County, Kan.

In the State of his nativity, Albert Hurd quietly

passed his boyhood and youtii in the usual man-

ner of farmer lads, and on his parents' removal to

Illinois he accompanied tliem. Since that time he

has made his home in Iroquois County. On the

2d of March, 1869, he led to the marriage altar

Miss Esther Jemima Heflfner, who was born near

La Fayette, Ind., Jul}' 3, 1850, and is a daughter of

Joseph and Esther Ileffner, the former a native of

Virginia, and the latter of the Keystone State.

Mr. and Mrs. Hurd began their domestic life upon

the old homestead in Lovejo}' Township where

they have since resided. They have a pleasant

home, are hospitable people, and their friends

throughout the community are many. In his

political affiliations, Mr. Hurd is a Republican,

and has long supported that partj-. The cause of

education finds in him a warm friend, and he has

frequently served m the office of School Trustee.

The beautiful and desirable farm which is the

property of our subject comprises four hundred

and thirty acres of arable land, which is under a

high state of cultivation, and is well improved

with good buildings. The rich and fertile fields

yield to him a golden tribute, and everything

about the place indicates the supervision of a care-

ful and thrifty manager. He has all the latest im-

proved machinery, the place is complete in all its

appointments, and the Hurd homestead is known

as a model farm throughout the county. Our

subject formerly gave considerable attention to

stock-raising, but now devotes his energies prin-
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ci pally to growing wheat and eoi-n. He is a man

of good business ability, and by his well-directed

efforts, perseverance and good management has

won a place among the substantial agriculturists

of Iroquois County.

iOBERT XILSOX, deceased, was one of the

most honored pioneers of Iroquois Country.

For forty-four years he was closely identi-

fied with the growth, development and bus-

iness interests of the county. Born in Brown Coun-

ty, Ohio, September 20, 1817, taken to Fountain

County, Ind., when ten years of age, and brought

to Iroquois County at the age of seventeen, it will

be seen that all his earlier life was passed in a new

country, where educational and social advantages

were veiy nicagre. Being a man of superior mental

powu-s, reading and observation largely compen-

sated for the lack of scholastic training. Our sub-

ject's father, John Nilson, served under (len. Harri-

son in the War of 1812. Subsequently he married

and settled in Brown County, Ohio. In 1827 he

moved to Fountain County, Ind., and seven years

later came to Iroquois County, where he spent the

remainder of his life. March 12, 1839, Hotert Nil-

son was married in Milford Township to Miss Su-

san L. Wagner, who was born September 25, 1815,

in Butler County, Ohio, and in 18;?7 became a

resident of Iroquois County.

Mr. and Mrs. Nilson began their domestic life

on a farm al)Out four miles north of the village of

Milford, where Mrs. Nilson still makes her home.

'riie land was wild and destitute of improvements,

l)ut the young pair worked hard and judiciously

invested their savings. Mr. Nilson became one of

the most prosperous farmers of his community,

owning at his death eleven hundred acres of val-

uable land. Aside from his own business interests

he transacted a good deal of business for others, be-

sides serving in public capacities for many years.

For sixteen years he held the office of County

Surveyor, and for four years that of County Treas-

urer, proving a capable and trusty official. Polit-

ically, he was a life-long Democrat. Unto Mr.

and Mrs. Nilson were born seven children, four

sons and three daughters, as follows: Martha, Su-

san; Emma and Jacob, deceased; John, Eusebius

and Sidney, who are represented elsewhere in this

work.

After a well-spent life covering a period of six-

ty-three years, Mr. Robert Nilson was called to his

final rest May 23, 1880. His death was deeply

mourned, for he w.as tenderly beloved by his fam-

ily, and held in the highest esteem by a large circle

of friends and acquaintances. Just and honorable

in his dealings, kind and charitable to the needy,

he might truly be called one of Nature's noble-

men.

Mrs. Nilson, though seventy-seven years of age,

is quite active in body and mind. For over fifty

years she has been a consistent member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and her influence for

good has been impressed upon the community

where she has lived for so many years.

'• ' *^-

flOHN W. CUNNINGHAM, who is success-

fully engaged in farming in Onarga Town-

ship, owns an excellent farm, pleasantly'

^_ located about two miles from Onarga. He
is widely and favorably known in this communit3-,

and with pleasure we present to our readers this

record of his life. A native of Canada, he was

born in Montreal, May 10, 1840. His parents

were Patrick and Esther Cunningham, and their

family numbered six children, five of whom arc

yet living, as follows: .James, Ellen, John W.,

Mary and Esther. The father died when our sub-

ject was only three years old. His mother after-

ward married again, becoming the wife of Will-

iam Hill, of Guelph, Canada, who died during the

late war, having enlisted in the service as a mem-
ber of a New York regiment. Three children

were born unto them, George, Elizabeth and Jane.

The mother died in Canada in June, 1890.

The subject of this sketch is also an honored

veteran of the late war. On attaining his major-

ity he responded to the country's call for troops,

enlii-ting in April, at the first call for volunteers,
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at Columbus, Ohio. He became a^membcr of Com-
pany C, Twelfth Ohio Regiment, in which he

served five months and six da3'S.

After his return home Mr. Cunningham was unit-

ed in marriage February 14, 1864, with Miss Rachel

E. Sliaw, daughter of .Joseph 8. and Eleanor G.

(Beaty) Sliaw. Five children have been born of

the union of this worthy couple, three sons and

two daughters, the eldest of whom, James O., was

born November 30, 1864;Emory L., born September

6, 1866, married Miss Sadie McGraff, and now re-

sides in Eureka, 111.; Eva May, born March 3,

1868, is the wife of Clarence HoUister, who is en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits in Onarga Town-

ship; Elma E., born May 8, 1870, is tlie wife of Sher-

man T. Wilcox, a resident of Eureka, 111.; and

John, born November 6, 1873, is still under the

parental roof.

It was in 1868 that Mr. Cunningham made his

first purcbase of land in this county. He bought

an eighty-acre tract on section 26, Onarga Town-

ship, and afterward purchased another eighty

acres on tlie same section. Subsequently he

bought one hundred and sixty acres of land on

section 27, and then selling his land on section 26

he bought land on sections 19, 20 and 29, amount-

ing to two hundred and sixtj-five acres.
,
His

landed possessions now aggregate about four hun-

dred and twenty-five acres, the greater part of

which is under a high state of cultivation. His

v,-ell-tilled fields and the manj- improvements

upon the place indicate his thrift and enterprise.

His home is a beautiful and commodious residence,

tastefully furnished and supplied with all tiie

comforts of life. The farm is considered one of

tlie finest in this locality, and Mr. Cunningham is

regarded as one of the practical and progressive

agriculturists.

Our subject, his wife and four children are

members of the Christian Church, and in politics

he is a supporter of the Prohibition part}-. The

cause of temperance finds in him a stanch advocate

and he is a warm friend to every interest calcu-

lated to upbuild and improve the community.

The township finds in liim a valued citizen. His

possessions have been acquired through his own

efforts, and by steadily working his way upward he

has attained a position of wealth and affluence.

In the community he has formed a wide acquaint-

ance, and is a highly respected citizen.

W
f.ILLIAM DIGGLE, a prominent citizen of

" Watseka, has the honor of being a native

of Illinois, his birth occurring in Peoria

Count}', October 16, 1862. He is a son of James

and Sarah (Rigley) Diggje, both of whom were

born in England. The mother departed this life

in 1882. The father, who was born June 18, 1811,

still survives, and makes his home with our sub-

ject. He has been a resident of this State since

1847, first settling in Peoria. He lived in Wood-
ford Count}' about twenty-one years.

In the family of four children, our subject was

the third in order of birth. He received the ad-

vantages of the education afforded by the com-

mon schools, and passed his bON-hood on the farm.

At the age of twenty-one, starting in life for him-

self, lie engaged in farming, which occupation he

followed for a period of about eight years. He

then removed to Watseka, where he bought an in-

terest in the tile works in Januarj', 1891. This

business (jad been established in 1887 by Martin

it Sweeney, the latter retiring when Mr. Diggle

entered the firm, it since being known as Martin

& Diggle. They do a large business and have a

sale for all the tile and brick they can manufac-

ture. Mr. Diggle is a man of fine business ability,

as is evinced bj' the success of the factory since he

has engaged in that business. He is upright and

honorable in his commercial relations, and bj' this

means has secured the respect and esteem of his

fellow-citizens.

Our subject was united in marriage to Miss Re-

becca Moore, a daughter of James Moore, who is

a native of England, but has resided in Illinois

since about 1845. Their marriage was celebrated

November 1, 1882. To this worthy couple have

been born three children: Bert. Elva and Will-

iam.

Mr. Diggle is a member of the Masonic order,

belonging to AVatseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A.
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M., aiul also of the Patriotic Sons of America.

Politically, his vote is cast for the Republican

nominees, and he is a warm supporter of that

party. Ilis religious principles and opinions ac-

cord with those of the Methodist Kpiscopal Church,

of which he is a member and to which he gives

his suppoit. Though still a young man, Mr. Dig-

gle has achieved a remarkable measure of success,

and by his upright business methods and genial

way has won for himself a host of friends. His

pleasant home is the abode of hospitality, which is

extended to a wide circle of acquaintances.

l^ ARM FAHDINANI), who is engaged in

if J general farming on section (i. Milford

J%<r Township, is one of the worthy German

ifi§)J citizens of Iroquois Country. He was born

in Prussia jMarch 19, 1845, and is the only surviv-

ing member of a family of ten children, whose

parents. Christian and Tina (Loors) Fardinand,

were natives of the same country as our subject.

With ills wife and two children. Harm, and Katie,

now deceased, Christian Fardinand crossed the

broad Atlantic in 18.")5, the voyage lasting thirteen

weeks and some days, and located near Peoria,

111., where he resided for about ten years. He
engaged in farming near Sccor and El Paso. Sub-

sequently' he removed to a farm near IMiiionk.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

childhood under the parental roof, and was trained

in all departments of farm labor. He was a lad

of ten years, when, with his parents, he crossed

the Atlantic. After attaining his majorit}- he was

united in marriage, Februar}' 5, 1868, at Pontiac,

111., with Miss Johanna Leenerts, daughter of Hi

and Emma Leenerts. The lady was born io the

same neighborhood as her husband, June 2, 1845,

and when ten years of age left the Fatherland

with her parents, who came to America, locating

in Adams County, 111. The faniily numbered
seven daughters, of whom two are now deceased,

Emma and F;ngel. Those still living are Johanna,

Tillie, Lena, Heika and Susan.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fardinand thirteen children

have been born, of whom ten aie yet living, viz:

Tina, born October 19, 1868; Emma, February 19,

1870; Katie, November 3, 187-2; Engel, April 3,

1874; Johanna, April 21, 1876; Christian, March

24, 1878; Hi, August 14, 1880; Harm, August 11,

1883; Johann, February 28, 1885; and Peter, June

13, 1887. Katie, who was born October 1, 1871,

died on the 6th of the same month; and Harm and

Johann, twins, born February 14, 1882, lived only

a few days.

In 1871 ^Ir. Fardinand removed with his family

to Livingston County, locating on a farm about

five miles east of Minonk, where he made his

home for ten years. He then returned to Wood-

ford Count}-, where he spent the succeeding year

of his life, after which he came to Iroquois

County. Settling in Ash Grove Township he

there engaged in agricultiu'al pursuits for six

years, after which he moved across the boundary

line into Milford Township, and now operates

what is known as the Dankas Farm on .section 6.

He is a practical and progressive agriculturist, and

b}' his cnterpri.se, perseverance and good manage-

ment, has secured a comfortable competence. In

connection with general farming he raises consid-

erable stock, owning two hundred and sixtj' acres

of valuable land. For his success he deserves

great credit, as it is due entirely to his own efforts.

Himself and wife are both members of the Luth-

eran Church, and in politics he is a supporter

of Democratic principles, but h.as never sought

or desired the honors or emoluments of public

office, preferring to devote his entire attention to

his business interests.

\tp^EV. GEORGE BLANKEN, pastor of the

[L*^ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Buckley,

% was born in the kingdom of Hanover,

Germany, December 7, 1850, and is a son

of Henry and Margaret (Holsten) Blanken, both

of whom were also natives of (Germany. The

nK)ther died in that countrv in 1861, and twenty'
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j'cars afterward Ilenrj' Blanken, in 1881, crossed

the Atlantic to America, reaching Chicago, 111., on

the evening of the day on which President Gar-

field died. In the Blanken famil}' were seven

children, as follows: John, Margaret, Rebecca,

George and Herman (twins), Henry and Anna.

Herman died when three years of age, and Rebecca

died in Sedalia, Mo.; but the others are all yet

living. The father of this family died in Morgan

County, Mo., in 188,5, when about sixty-two 3'ears

of age.

We now take up the peisonal history of our

subject, who is one of the prominent citizens of

this community. His education was acquired in

the common schools of Germany, which he at-

tended for seven and one-half years. Wishing to

try his fortune in the United .States, he bade good-

bye to the Fatherland in 1867 and sailed for

America. He made his first location in Missouri,

and w.orked as a farm hand in Morgan and La

Fayette Counties. He also engaged in teaching

school until the fall of 1872, when he began stud}'-

ing for the ministry, entering Concordia Semi-

nary, an Evangelical Lutheran School in St. Louis,

where he studied for two an<l one-half years. He
then went to Springfield, 111., and entered Concor-

dia Seminary of that place, where he also studied

about two and one-half jears, graduating from

that institution March 22, 1877. On the 2d of

April following, he was ordained, Rev. G. A.

Mueller, of Kankakee, officiating, assisted by Rev.

F. Lindemann, of Campaign. He immediately

accepted a charge in Buckle}-, 111., and has since

been the honored and efficient pastor at that

place.

On February 27, 1878, Kev. Mr. Blanken was

united in marriage with Miss Lydia Rabe, daugh-

ter of John F. and Dora (Getting) Rabe. There

were seven children born unto them, three sons

and four daughters, six of whom are living, as fol-

lows: William, Matilda, Tljeodore, Clara, Wal-

ther and Lj'dia. Theodora, the fourth in orderof

birth, died February 28, 1887, at the age of one

year, nine months and twenty-five days.

After coming to Buckley Mr. Blanken engaged

in teaching in a private German school for seven

years in connection with his i)reaching, but now

devotes his entire time to the work of the minis-

try. He began with a congregation of sixteen

members, but now has a membership of seventy-

five, and a large attendance of strangers each Sun-

dny. He is an able minister, and that he is es-

teemed and respected by his congregation is

shown by his long-continued service in their

midst. He is also held in high regard by the peo-

ple of other denominations, and is one of the val-

ued citizens of Buckley. In politics, he is inde-

pendent.

APT. WILIJAM V. DOAN is one of the

honored founders of Wellington, a man
' prominent in its history and in its upbuild-

ing. He is now engaged in tlie hardware business

as a member of the firm of Doan & Galloway. His

life record, which we feel assured will prove of in-

terest to many of our readers, is .as follows: He
was born in Wilmington, Clinton Count}', Ohio, on

the 11 til of INIarch, 1838, and is the third in order

of birth in a family of eight children whose parents

were Elisha and Mary Ann (Ward) Doan. The

father was a native of the Buckeye State, born Au-

gust 19, 1806. His death occurred November 27,

1882, and his remains were interred in Sugar Creek

Chapel Cemetery. His wife was born in Virginia,

March 25, 1814, and died September 1
1 , 1892. Of the

five sons and three daughters born unto this worthy

couple, six are j^et living, the eldest of whom is

William; Absalom W. is married and is a farmer of

Black Hills, S. Dak.; Rebecca is tlie wife of

Joseph Galloway, a merchant of Wellington, who

is also engaged in farming; Lydia J. is the wife of

J. W. Babb, an agriculturist residing in Cissna

Park; Is.aac H. is married .and makes his home in

Watseka; Jesse E., who completes the family, is a

telegraph operator residing in New Mexico.

Capt. Doan, whose name heads this record, si)ent,

his boyhood days in the State of his nativity, upon

the banks of a little stream known as Lytic 's Creek.

In the usual manner of farmer lads he was reared

to manhood. His education was acquired in the

common schools, and he afterward learned tlie
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trade of a carpenter and joiner. On attaining his

majority lie started out in life for himself with no

capital save a pair of willing hands and an indus-

trious disposition, but these essential qualities of

success have brought him a well-deserved prosper-

ity. As a companion and helpmate on life's journe}'

he chose iliss Jlarv E. Rayburn, daughter of Samuel

P. and Susanna (Stratton) Raybuin, their union

being celebrated on the 2()th of Sei)tember, 186fi.

Her father, who was born March 2. 1811. in Mur-

freesboro, Tenn., is yet living. When a lad of

fourteen years he came with his widowed mother

to Ohio, locating in Greene County. The lady

whom he married is a native of Clinton Countj',

Ohio, and was born on the 5lh of March, 1822.

Both Mr. and Mrs. R.ayburii arc adherents of the

faith of the Society of Friends. Their family num-

bered four children, a son and three daughters, all

of whom are yet living: Ann Eliza is the wife of

W. Osborn, a resident of Columbus, Ohio; Laura

B. is the wife of Peter A. Young, a mechanic of

Wellington; and .lames W. resides in Columbus,

Ohio. He was reared as a farmer but is a natural

artist. The parents of this faniilj- came to Illinois

in 1882 and are prominent and highly respected

citizens of Wellington.

Mrs. Doan, who was the eldest child in the Ray-

burn family, was born in (Greene County, Ohio, Au-

gust (!, 1813. Her childhood d.ays were spent

in Xenia, Ohio, until twelve years of age when she

removed to Clinton County. For two years prior

to her marriage she successfully engaged in teach-

ing. .She is a lady of culture and refinement, who

presides with gr.ace over her pleasant home.

ilr. Doan was one of the boys in blue during

the late war and faithfully served his country for

three years and seven months. He enlisted at

Wilmington, Ohio, August 8, 1862, as a meniberof

Company C, Seventy-ninth Ohio Infantry, under

Capt. I. B. Allen and Col. Kennett. A. W. Doan was

Lieutenant-Colonel and afterward became com-

manding otHcer of the regiment, which was organ-

ized at Camp Dennison,near Cincinnati, and from

there sent to Covington, Ivy., where the troops

were concentiated to meet the rebels, who were ex-

jiected to attack that city. .\t this point, Mr. Doan

was alllicted with fever and forced to rctiuu home.

but as soon as he was convalescent he rejoined his

regiment at Bowling Green, Ky. The troops went

to Nashville, Tenn., to act on guard duty and Mr.

Doan was there appointed First Lieutenant of Com-
pany A, Fifteenth United States Colored Infantrj-,

by order of the War Department at Washington,

D. C. On the 7th of March, 1865, he was promoted

to the Captaincy. Two companies were organized

at Columbia, Tenn., and Caj)!. Doan's command
was there armed. lie was ordered with his troops

to Shelbyville to linish recruiting the regiment and

soon afterward was sent back to Nashville to finish

recruiting service there. The regiment did guard

duty in Nashville and vicinity for a long time and

while there Capt. Doan received a twenty-day

furlough and returned to his home. On again join-

ing his company he reported to the Quarter mas-

ter-General, .and received orders to go up the Cum-
berland River one hundred miles to guard Govern-

ment eraploj-es who were engaged in lumbering.

He remained about two months and while there the

sad intelligence that President Lincoln was assas-

sinated reached him. He was ordered back to Nash-

ville, where he remained, doing guard duty until

after the close of the war. He bore many of the

hardships and trials of a soldier's life and has in

after years suffered from the effects of his service,

but he was ever found at his post of duty, faith-

fully peiforming any task allotted to him. He was

honorably discharged in Nashville, Tenn., April 7,

1866 with the following testimonial from Col. Will-

iam Tnness, of the Fifteenth United States Colored

Infantry: '-Capt W. V. Doan is an officer of great

abilities and unexceptional character."

The Captain returned to his home, but after a

short time went to Kansas, where he purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of raw land. He then

returned to Ohio, and in the winter of 1866 acted

as United Slates Claim Agent. In the spring of

1867, after his marriage, he came to Illinois and

located near Danville, and in thesucceedingautumn

came to Iroquois County. He erected the first

dwelling in Wellington. The now flourishing

towns in the southern part of Iroquois County had

not then sprung into existence. Mv. Doan here

located on the llth of .lanuarv, 1871, and began

work at the caipenter's tiadt^ which he followed
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until August, 1872. He then entered the employ

of Alexander Pate as salesman and book-keeper

and remained with him for eighteen years, a fact

which indicates his fidelity to the interests of his

emploN'er and also the confidence which Mr. Pate

had in him. During nine years of that time he

owned an interest in the hardware store conducted

under the firm name of Doan & Young. Recently

a change has occurred in tlie firm, which is now

Doan & Galloway.

As before stated, Capt. Doan is one of the founders

of Wellington and has aided in all of the enter-

prises which are calculated to upbuild the town

and advance its best interests. He is recognized

as one of its leading and valued citizens. His first

Presidential vote was cast for Abraham Lincoln;

he has since been a stalwart Republican and takes

quite an active interest in political affairs, having

frequently served as a delegate to the count3' con-

ventions. He is a Mason in good standing and is

a member of Harmon Post No. 115, G. A. II., of

Hoopeston. His wife holds membership with the

Women's Relief Corps of Hoopeston and belongs to

the First Presbyterian Church of Wellington and

to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.

They have contributed liberally to all worthy be-

nevolences, their aid is never withheld from any

enterprise calculated for the public good and among

Wellington's best and most highly respected citi-

zens they are numbered.

i.HH.IP SCHWARTZ, one of the extensive

J|i land-owners, and a prominent and repre-

sentative citizen of this county, residing

on section 24, Prairie Green Township,

claims Germany as his native land. He was born

in Baden on the 2d of May, 1824, and was the

second in order of birth in a family of five chil-

dren, whose parents were Thomas and Selma

(Cox) Schwartz. The father was also born in Ba-

den, and was reared in the usual manner of farmer

lads. Himself and wife never left their native

land. Of their two sons and three daughters, only

three are now living: Anna, wife of Bal Berkley,

who is living retired in Hoopeston; Philip, of this

sketch; and Hartnian, a resident farmer of Prairie

(4reen Township.

Our subject spent the d.ays of his boyliood in

the Fatherland, and was educated in the public

schools. At the age of twenty-seven he deter-

mined to leave Germanjr and seek a home on the

other side of the Atlantic. So he bade adieu to

friends and native land, and took passage on a

s.i.iling-vessel, which weighed anchor at Havre,

France. After a pleasant voyage of thirty days,

he landed at New York City with but two French

dollars in his pocket, and these he had earned on

board the vessel by cooking for some parties. He
thus found himself in a strange land among a

strange people, whose tongue he did not know,

and almost penniless, but he determined to make

the best of his situation. He went to Williams-

burg, N. Y., and from there into the country,

hunting for work. He failed at the first place he

tried, but at the next he secured work as a farm

hand at $6 per month. He worked in the fields

for three months, and his wages were raised to $7.

Every cent of this he saved, for he had learned

the value of hard-earned money. He then started

foi' the West, going from Philadelphia to Chicago,

where he arrived in the spring of 1855. He then

went to Freeport, 111., and afterward worked for a

carpenter and a mason in Wisconsin, carrying

stones and mortar for 11.25 per da}'. He after-

ward went to Freeport, where he engaged in farm

labor for a time. Subsequently he went to Iowa,

afterward returned to Chicago, from there to In-

diana, and later to Bloomington, 111. At that

time the Chicago & Alton Railroad was just being

built through the place. The now flourishing city

was a mere hamlet. Mr. Schwartz there remained

for eleven years, and worked as a brick-carrier.

Subsequently he was employed u|)0u a farm be.

longing to Mr. Ruggs.

It was in 1867 that our subject came to Iroquois

County. Soon after his arrival he purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of partially improved

land, upon which was a small cabin about 14x20

feet. It had a common fence-board Uoor. There

was also upon the place an old slab-roof stable.

The prairie for miles around was in its primitive
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condition, not a furrow Iiaving been turned or an

improvement made thereon. The nearest markets

were Sheldon and Watseka, for the flourishing

villages to which he now lakes his products were

not yet in existence. Wild game of all kinds was

plentiful, including geese, cranes, brant, ducks,

and also deer. The Lake Erie iVr Western and the

Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroads were not yet

j built. Prairie fires were often a source of terror

\_
to the settlers, and on several different occasions

', Mr. .Schwartz has gone forth to aid his neighbors
'' in protecting themselves and their premises from

this deadly enemy.

Mr. Schwartz was united in marriage with Miss

IMary Hertzog, a native of Baden, German}-, born

December 14, 1832, and by their union have been

boiu six children, five sous and a daughter. The
familj- circle yet remains unbroken b}' the hand of

Death, though some have left the parental roof.

Charles, the eldest, is married and resides on his

line farm in Prairie Green Township: George is

married and is a prosperous farmer of Iroquois

County ; Frank is also married, and is a well-to-do

farmer of Iroquois Count}'; Lena is the wife of

John Mctzinger, who is engaged in agricultural

pursuits in Prairie Green Township; Albert at-

tended the Higli School of Springfield. 111., and St.

Louis, and is a higlily educated young man; Will-

iam, who is still under the parental roof, com-

pletes the family. The grandfather of Mrs.

Schwartz was a Frenchman, who, to keep from

army service, emigrated lo Baden, Germany, where

he married a German lady. The father of Mrs.

Schwartz, Sci prion Hertzog, was born in Baden.

After reaching mature years he served ten years

in the army, taking part in the war against Napo-

leon. In the service at Strasburg they were so

long in the weather without shelter that their

clothes and shoes rotted off. After the war he

married Maiy Ann Kolble, and followed the trade

i>f a wood turner. He lived to be eighty-four and

>he eighty-five years of age. For thirty-four years

he was Town Crier. Both died in the Old Country.

Of their eight children four came to the United

States, Jlrs. Schwartz and three brothers, one of

whom died and two live in lUiffalo, N. Y.

Mr. Schwartz now owns six hundred and eighty

acres of valuable land, supplied with all modern

improvements, and constituting one of the best

farms in this locality. During his earlj' residence

in this county, he was on one occasion returning

home from .Sheldon, when he got lost upon the

open prairie. Becoming bewildered, he had to re-

main all night where he was, waiting for the

morning light to guide him. After this he had

his wife hang a lighted lantern on the end of

their cabin, and as he came past the crab-apple

grove by Sugar Creek, he would see this light,

shining as a guiding star. In politics, Mr.

Schwartz has long been a supporter of the Demo-
cratic party, and his sous are of the same political

views. Himself, wife and children are all faithful

members of the Holy Trinity Catholic Church, of

Dunnington, Ind., of which Father Lambert is

pastor. Mr. Schwartz is a member of the building

committee, under whose direction is now being

erected a magnificent house of worship at. a cost

of ^30,000. It is to be completed by the 1st of

January, 1893.

During his long residence in this community,

Mr. Schwartz has lived an upright, honorable life,

which has gained for him the confidence and good-

will of all with whom he has been brought in con-

tact. He came to this country empty-handed, but

he possessed energy and a strong determination

to succeed, so that he has steadily worked his way
upward to a position of wealth and affluence. He
has also gained the respect of a large circle of

friends and acquaintances.

1|i OSIR'A W. GALLOWAY, deceased, was one

of the prominent and highlj' respected citi-

zens of this county for many years. A na-

' tiveofl'nion County, Ohio, he was born

on the 16th of July, 1819, and died at his home on

section 25, Lovejoy Township, October 23, 1883.

He acquired his education in the common schools

of his native State, but his advantages were meagre.

From an early age he was dependent upon his own
resources. When a lad of thirteen lie began learn-
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ing the tanner's trade and afterward learned the

blacksmith's trade. He was alwaj's a hard-working

man, industry and enterprise being numbered

among his chief characteristics. He was reared in

Shakertown, Montgomery County, Ohio.

After attaining liis majority, Mr. Galloway led

to the marriage altar Miss Sarah J. Martin, daughter

of Josei)h and Barbara (llughey) Martin. Tlieir

union was celebrated on the .5th of August, 1850,

and unto them were born two sons and two daugh-

ters, all of whom are yet living: Marj' A. is now
the widow of Josiah Moore and resides in Hoopes-

ton, 111.; Joshua J. Haines is living on the old

homestead. He was born Jannarj' 26, 1856, at-

tended the common schools, and on the 28th of

October, 1891, married Miss Anna A. ilcGill,

daugliter of George and Hanua (Smitli) McGill.

They have a little daughter, Sarah Jane. In poli-

tics, Joshua is a Republican. He is one of tlie wide-

awake and enterprising young farmers of the com-

munity, and that his life is a busy and useful one

is indicated by the neat appearance of his land.

Hannibal Xenophen, the third child of the famil}',

married Miss Eva Holmes and is engaged in farm-

ing in Nebraska. Lorinda A. is the wife of George

Dann, proprietor of a iiotel in Jackson, Minn. The

children were all provided with good educational

advantages and thus well fitted for the practical

and responsible duties of life.

In early life, Mr. Galloway was a supporter of

tlie Whig part}"^, and on the organization of the

Republican part}' joined its ranks, being a warm

advocate of its principles. He was frequently called

upon to fill public positions of honor and trust, and

ever discharged his duties with promptness and

fidelity, which won him the commendation of all

concerned. He was Highway Commissioner in

Piairie Green Township for many years and laid

out many of its roads; he was Supervisor of Love-

joy Township several terms, was School Trustee

for several years, also Collector, and was Justice of

the Peace for n in e }ears. He was a progressive and

public-spirited citizen who gave his support to every

enterprise calculated to benefit the community or

advance its best interests. He aided in the erection

of churches and a needy person was never turned

from his door cmpty-liaiidcd. From a financial

standpoint also his life was certainly a success, for

through his own efforts he won a well-deserved

competence. He was a kind and loving husband

and father, a faithful friend, and the respect and

confidence of the entire community were his. He
passed away on the 23d of October, 1883, his death

being deeply regretted by all who knew him, and

his remains were interred in Floral Hill Cemetery

in Hoopeston, where a beautiful mon uraent has been

erected to his memory.

Mrs. Gallovvay, who traveled life's journey by

his side for thirty-three years and shared with him

in its joys and sorrows, and proved herself a faith-

ful helpmate, still survives her husband and is yet

living on the old homestead, which is now managed

b3' her son Joshua.

I

if? EWlS E..JONES, an enterprising agricul-

J (^ turist, has the honor of ])eing a native of

li^^ this count}', having been born on the 5lh

of May, 1854, on section 21, Stockland Townshij),

where he now resides. He is a son of Hon. John

H. and Hannah (Pugh) Jones, both natives of

Ohio. A sketch of his father is given elsewhere

in this work. The early life of our subject was

quietly passed in the usual manner of farmer lads

upon the old homestead. His education was ac-

quired in the district schools of the neighborhood,

where he conned his lessons through the winter

months, while in the summer season he worked at

farm labor.

An important event in the life of Mr. Jones oc-

curred on the 27th of April, 1879, when was cele-

brated his marriage with Miss Mary S. Wise,

daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Moore) Wise,

residents of Fountain Creek Township. Two
children have been born of their union, a son and

daughter, who brighten the home with their pres-

ence. Nellie IL, the eldest, was born September

27, 1883; and Ray J. was born on the 7th of June,

1885. Mr. Jones and his estimable wife are num-

bered among the leading citizens of this com-

munity. They rank high in social circles and

hold an enviable position in the high regard of
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their many friends and acquaintances. Mrs. Jones

is a member of the United Brethren Church.

Our subject now operates two hundred and

tliirtv-lwo acres of arable hind on sections 21 and

22, Siockland Township. He feeds nearly all of

the grain which he raises to his stock. He engages

quite extensively in stock dealing, and is very

successful in his undertakings. He has one of the

model farms of the county, its fertile land being

highly cultivated, while its many improvements

are well kept up. The neat and thrifty appearance

of .the place attests the supervision of a careful

manager. In politics, Mr. .Jones is a supporter of

the Republican party, with which he has affiliated

since attaining his majority.

isIIOMAS LOVELESS, an early settler and a

prominent, self-made man of this county,

who is now a resident of Jlilford, was born

in Ross County, Ohio, on the 4th of May, 1839. His

father, William Loveless, was a native of Tennes-

see, and was born April 15, 181.5. of English and

German descent. After attaining to mature years

he married ALirgaret Kerney, who was born in

Kings County, Ireland, July 12, 1816, and at the

age of fourteen years, bidding good-bye to the

Emerald Isle, emigrated to America. After a resi-

dence of some time in Ohio, they removed to Indi-

ana, in 184(1, settling on a farm near Prairieville,

Tippecanoe County, where their children were

reared. The mother died on the old homestead in

the lloosier State at the age of fifty-six years. Mr.

Loveless survived his wife for about ten yeai-s, and

died in the town of Clark's Hill, at the age of

about sixty-six years. Of their famil}' of eight

children, seven are yet living, fire sons and two

daughters, as follows: Frances, Thomas, John E.,

William W., Edwin Y., Sarah and Moses- All re-

side in the neighborhood of Clark's Hill, Ind.,

with the exception of our subject.

Thomas Loveless was reared to manhood in the

usual manner of farmer lads, and ere leaving In-

diana was married, on the 22d of .July, 1858, to

Miss Harriet Funk, daughter of Jacob and Eliza

13

Funk. Her parents are both now deceased, having

departed this life when about seventy years of age.

The year following their marriage, Mr. and Mrs.

Loveless came to this county in the month of

September, and took up their residence on the

farm two miles southwest of Milford. He pur-

cliased fifty-one acres of land but afterward ex-

tended the boundaries of that farm until it now

comprises one hundred and seventy- acres on sec-

tion 21, Jlilford Township. He also owns two

hundred and thirty-seven acres of valuable land

on sections 26 and 27, two miles south of the vil-

lage, besides two hundred and ninety-two acres in

Indiana. For a number of years he carried on

general farming extensively and yet follows that

pursuit in a more limited degree. However, he

raises considerable stock, cattle, horses and hogs,

to which he feeds nearlj' all his grain. From

twenty to twenty-five years he has bought and

shipped cattle and hogs quite extensively.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Loveless were born nine

children, six of whom are now living: Elizabeth,

who was born November 12, 1859, died August

30, 1860; Margaret, who was born November 24,

1860. died on the 29th of the same month; George

R. B., who w.ns born October 6, 1862, is a farmer

near Clark's Ilill, Ind.. and was married May 4,

1885. to Miss Letitia Bryan, by whom he has had

three children. Pearl, Claude and Hannah H.;

William, who was born October 19, 1864. is a

farmer of Alliance, Neb.; Lj'dia, born February 6,

1866, became the wife of Andrew Dallstream, Oc-

tober 27, 1887, and with their one child they re-

side in lloopeston, III.; M. Oly, born February 29,

1868. became the wife of "Wilber T. Caldwell,

whose home is in Alliance, Neb., April 9, 1890;

Oly M., born November 4, 1869, was married

/Vugust 12, 1891, to Charles McMillen, a resident

of Milford; Jacob, born June 29, 1872, died Au-

gust 26, 1875; and Thomas T., born August 22,

1876, completes the family.

In politics, Mr. Loveless is a warm .idvocate of

Republican principles. About 1870,he was elected

Township Assessor, and for eleven years he served

as School Trustee. Socially, he is a member of

Milford Lodge No. 25.S, I. O. O. F., with which he

has been identified since 1868, and is now serving
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as Deputy. Mrs. Loveless is a member of the

Methoflist Episcopal CLurcli.

In 1880, our subject left his farm and removed

to Milford, where he has a comfortable home and

other property. He now rents most of his farm;

to the remainder he gives his personal supervision.

He has never liad a mortgage upon a piece of land

except on the first he purchased, and this was re-

leased when it became due. Every acre of 'this

land is to-day free from debt, and his farm now
yields him a good income. His property has been

.accumulated through his owu energy and industry

and he may well be termed a self-made man, as he

started out in life for himself dependent entirelj-

upon his own resources. He has met with some

difficulties, but these seemed only to give him a

new impetus and have been used as stepping-

stones to something higher. Steadily he has

worked his way upward until he is now numbered

among the wcalthj' citizens of Milford, and his

fair and honest dealings in all the relations of life

have won him universal confidence.

<* )^ILLIA:M S. BROWNE, M. D., a widely-

\/\/// known and prominent physician of "Wat-

'S^ seka, claims Indiana as his native State.

His birth occurred March 2, 1844, in Madison

County. He is a son of Lorenzo and Nancy (Har-

land) Browne. His father was born March 3, 1822,

in West Virginia, and at the age of six years went

to Indiana, which was the native State of his wife.

Throughout the greater part of his life, he followed

farming, but in his last years lived retired. He re-

moved to Illinois March 3, 1865, and spent his

lemaining da3'S 'n this State, his death occurring

on the 4th of March, 1888. The Doctor has in his

possession a dictionary owned by his great-grand-

father, to whom it was given by his great-great-

grandfather. The family is of English descent

and comes of a sturdy race of people, noted for

longevity. The maternal grandfather of our sub-

ject was one of the first settlers near Connersville,

lud. In 1862, a re-union of the Ilarland family

occurred at the home of Stephen Harland, having

been called by William Sparks. Twenty-six fam-

ilies were represented. There were thirteen of the

children of William Sparks, sevent3'-six grandchil-

dren, thirty-seven great-grandchildren and nine

great-great-grandchildren. Several members of the

family attained to very advanced ages. The great-

grandmother of our subject was fatally injured by

a cow which she was milking, and soon after died

at the age of one hundred and two years, and sev-

eral others reached the centuiy milepost.

The Doctor is the eldest of eleven children, and

with the exception of two deceased, all are living

in Iroquois County. In the common schools, he

acquired his primary education, and, with his par-

ents, came to Illinois when twenty-one years of

age. He afterward attended the State Normal

School and later went to Ann Arbor, Mich., where

he pursued a medical course of study. In 1868,

he went to Cincinnati, where he attended a course

of lectures in the Eclectic College, and in 1878 he

was graduated from the Bennett Medical College.

Subsequentl}^, he took a course of stud^^ for the

treatment of diseases of the eye and ear in the

Chicago Medical College. During this time, he

made his home in Madison County, Ind., with his

uncle, who was engaged in the drug business. He
began practice in Woodland in 1875 and has pros-

ecuted ills profession continuously since. On the

28th .of March, 1892, he removed to Watseka,

where he now resides.

November 1, 1870, Dr. Browne was united in

marriage with Miss Kiziah E., daughter of A. D.

Erance,anative of South Carolina. She was born in

Mercer Count}', 111., where her father engaged in

merchandising. Five children have been born

unto the Doctor and his wife, all of whom are jet

living: Leonora, the wife of John A. Wilson, a

resident of Watseka, by whom she has one daugh-

ter, Vera; Frankie N., Anson L., Homer Marvin

and William A. L.

Socially, the Doctor is a Royal Arch Mason.

He also belongs to the subordinate lodge and en-

campment of the Independent Order of Odd P'el-

lows, and holds membership with the ISIodern

Woodmen of America. He and wife and daugh-

ter are members of the Christian Church of Wood-
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\mv\, in which he serves as Trustee. In politics,

he is a supporter of Kepublican principles and has

filled the office of Clerk and Justice of the Peace,

succeeding his father in tlie latter position. He is

also a member of the county and State medical

societies.

In 1886, tiie Doctor suffered considerable loss by

fire, which destroyed all his otlice furniture, his

books, instruments and many valuable specimens.

He also lost his diplomas and man}- other things of

value, his loss amounting altogether to 83,000. In

connection with his profession, he is interested in

farming, owning two farms in the county. The

Doctor is a skillful physician and surgeon who
reads extensive!}- in the line of his profession and

keeps well informed concerning ever3-thing per-

taining to the medical science. lie has an excel-

lent patronage in Woodland, and although iiis

residence in Watseka covers a very short period,

he has secured a good patronage. Those who know
him esteem him highly and he is popular as a citi-

zen and friend, as well as a physician and surgeon.

jlj!-^ ON. GKORGE 15. WINTER, one of the

rjji prominent and intluential citizens of Iro-

^^^ quois County residing in Onarga, wiierc he

(^^ has made his home for more than a quar-

ter of a century, cl.aims JIassachusetts as the State

of his nativity. He was born Ma}' 26, 1828, in

Ik'lchertown, Hampshire County, and is one of

eighteen children who were born unto Alpheus

and Prudence (Kenfleld) AVinter, tiie father a na-

tive of Connecticut and the mother of the Ba}'

State. Of their nine sons and nine daughters,

five sons and three daugliters are yet living. Mr.

Winter departed this life in Massachusetts in 1848,

and his wife, who survived him almost thirty

years, died in her native Slate in 1877.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood days of our subject, wiiich were

quietly |)assed under the parental roof. After at-

taining to years of maturit}-, lie wiis joined in

wedlock witii Miss Kate M. Ilawkes, daugiitcr of

Ichabod and Caroline (Porter) Ilawkes, both of

whom were natives of Massachusetts. Their union

was celebrated on the 10th of August, 1852, and

unto them were born two children, a son and

daughter: George B., born May 29, 1854; and

Julia P., born on the 3d of February, 1856.

At length Mr. Winter determined to try his for-

tune in the West, believing that better opportuni-

ties were furnished in the young and rapidly

growing States than in the old and more thickly-

.settled States of the East. In consequence, in

1854, .accompanied by his wife and son, he started

for Illinois, and made his first location in Prince-

ton. After a year the}- removed to Maiden, six

miles east of Princeton, where they spent two

years, and tiien went to Brenton Township, Ford

County, 111. For eight years Mr. Winter was there

engaged in farming and stock-raising with good

success, but at length he determined to turn his at-

tention to other pursuits, and the spring of

1866 witnessed his arrival in Onarga, where he

has since resided. On coming to this place, he

opened a general merchandise store, and continued

operations in that line for twenty-five years. He
is a man of good business ability, sagacious and

far-sighted, enterprising and progressive. He built

up an excellent trade, and by his well-directed ef-

forts secured a comfortable competency. In 1891, he

sold out, and has since lived a^etired life.

His fellow-townsmen, appreciating his worth

and ability, have frequently called upon Mr. AVin-

ter to serve in public positions of honor and

trust. He has served as A'illage Trustee for sev-

eral terms, w.<is Trustee of Grand Prairie Seminary,

and has been Chairman of the Executive Board of

that institution for a number of years. In 1880,

he was nominated and elected Representative from

the Sixteenth Senatorial District, comprised of

Iroquois and Kankakee Counties, to the Illinois

General Assembly. AA^hile a member of the House,

he labored earnestly and untiringly in the behalf

of tem[)erance, but his active interest along that

line jjroved unpopular, and he was afterward left

to remain at home, as were all the members who
worked for temperance in the Assembly of 1881.

He is to-day a stanch Prohibitionist. While in

Ford County, he also served as Supervisor sev-

eral terms, being a member of the first board after
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township organization. Mr. Winter is a public-

spirited citizen, and has ever borne his part in the

upbuilding and advancement of the community's

best interests. For a quarter of a century, he was

one of its leading business men, and formed a

wide acquaintance. He is held in the highest re-

gard by all with whom business or pleasure has

brought liim in contact, and his friends are many.

"^ ACOB LYMAN, a representative farmer of

Martinton Township, residing on section

25, was born on the 24th of January, 1832,

m Stark County, Olno. He comes of an

old Pennsylvania family of Dutch descent. The

great-grandfather was a native of Holland, and in

an eaily day, braving the dangers of an ocean

voyage, became one of the first settlers of the Ke}--

stone State. The grandfather, John Lj-man, was

a native of Pennsylvania, and the father of our

subject, Samuel Lj-man, was born in Buffalo Val-

ley, Union County, Pa., in 1810. In 1819 he

removed to Ohio with his parents, a lad of nine

summers, and is numbered among the early settlers

of tliat community. He grew to manhood in the

Buckeye State, and»there wedded Mar}' Schneider,

a native of German}', who came to America when

a young lady of sixteen years. They began their

domestic life upon a farm in Stark County, where

they remained for some time.

In 1837, Samuel Lyman came with his family

to Illinois, and was one of the first settlers of Iro-

quois County. Locating in what is now Iroquois

Townsliip, he entered and broke land, from which

he developed a good farm. In 1850 he removed

to Martinton Township, and entered a tract of one

hundred and twenty acres of land, where the sub-

ject of our sketch now resides. He made an excel-

lent farm, there reared his family, and at length

departed this life on the old homestead, his death

occurring in October, 1877. His wife died in Feb-

ruary, 1868. Their family numbered only two

sons, of whom Jacob is the elder. Jonatlian, his

brother, is now a farmer of Indiana.

The subject of this sketch came with his parents

to Illinois in 1837. He was then a lad of five

years. Amid the wild scenes of frontier life he

was reared to manhood, and with the family he

bore many of tlie hardships and privations of

pioneer life during the first few years of their re-

sideuee here. They had to go long distances to

market, and had to travel to Danville or La Fay-

ette. Ind., to get their milling done. Their trip

usually consumed about four days, and they

camped out both going and coming. The educ^a-

tional advantages of our subject were very limited,

for the schools in the new country are not gener-

ally noted for their excellence. Almost his entire

boyhood and youth were spent on the farm. For

four mouths he worked elsewhere in the neighbor-

hood, but returned, and in connection with his

brother took charge of the home farm. He cared

for his parents until their death. Himself and

brother succeeded to the estate, but Jacob bought

out his brother's interest, and still resides upon

the farm, which has been his home almost continu-

ously since 1850.

In 1867, Mr. Lyman wedded Miss Catherine A.

Gibson, a native of Indiana, and a daughter of

John Gibson, who on coming to this country

many years ago located in Crescent Township, but

is now living in Douglas Township. Unto Mr.

and Mrs. Lyman have been born four children:

Mary E., the eldest, is the wife of Abraham

Labounty, who aids in operating the home farm;

IMartha May, Rachel and Jessie Belle Blanche

complete the family. They lost one daughter,

Emma Bertha Snow, who died in infancy.

Since casting his first Presidential vote for

James Buchanan, Mr. L}man has been identified

with the Democratic party, and has supported all

its Presidential candidates. Himself and wife are

both members of the Christian Church, and are

highly respected people. For fifty-five years he

has been a resident of the county, and has wit-

nessed almost its entire growth from the days of

its early infancy. He has seen its wild lands

transformed into beautiful homes and farms,

towns and villages have sprung into existence,

churches and schools have been built, railroads

have been introduced, and the work of active civ-

ilization and progress has been carried forward so
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rapidly that liardly a landmark of pioneer days

yet remains, and the county has taken the front

rank amid the sister-counties of this great com-

monwealth. Mr. Lyman has ever borne his part

in this work of transformation, and well may be

numbered among the honored pioneers.

^i-?"?"!"!-^::

'jj^AVID WARREN MILLER, a prominent

I JJ
phj'sician and surgeon of (Oilman, was

(^A<^ born on a farm six miles west of Spring-

field, Ohio. He is a son of Harrison and

Sarah (Wise) Miller, and was born on the 1st

of September, 1854. On the paternal side our

sul\ject is of Scotch ancestrj% At an early day

the family emigrated from Virginia and settled

near Springfield. His father was born on the same

farm as our subject. The Wise family came from

Holland, and later emigrated fiom Pennsylvania

to Ohio, when Mrs. Miller was a small girl. The

[larents of our subject removed to Tazewell

County, HI., at the close of the war, the father

there carrying on agricultural pursuits. About

seven years ago they removed to Stanford. McLean
County, where they are still living. While in

Ohio, Mr. Miller entered the United States service

during the Civil War, and acted in guarding rail-

roads for some four months. He has been a life-long

Republican, and both he and his wife are members

of the Presbyterian Church. In their family were

four sons and two daugliters, five of whom are

still living.

David Warren Miller is the second in order of

birth of this family, and was reared on his father's

farm, receiving such a limited education as could

be gleaned at the common schools. When twenty

years of age he secured a certificate, and for two

years taught school. With the money which he

iiad carefully saved, he went to the Wesleyan

Iniversity, at Bloomington, where he attended

seven terms. Desiring to engage in the practice

of medicine as his life work, he then commenced
study with Dr. Little, of Bloomington. In the

summer of 1878, he entered Jefferson Medical Col-

lege, of Philadeljihia, and was graduated there-

from in the spring of 1880. He then located at

(Tilman, and has practiced here since that time.

He is a member of the Central Illinois Medical So-

ciety, the Illinois State Medical Society and the

National Association of Railroad Surgeons. He is

surgeon for the Illinois Central and for the Toledo,

Peoria tV Warsaw Railroad at (lilman.

A marriage ceremony performed on the loth of

May, 1884, united the destinies of Dr. Miller and

Miss Clara Raney. The lady is a native of Peoria

County, 111., born October 5, 1864, and is a daugh-

ter of Dr. II. A. Ranev, formerly' of Oilman. Her

father, a native of New York, was born in 1828,

and is yet living, his home being in Danville, 111.

He was educated for the medical profession, and

after pursuing a course of study was graduated

from Rush Medical College. He then engaged in

practice in Ford and Peoria Counties for a num-

ber of years. His wife, who bore the maiden name
of Susan Hunt, was born in North Carolina, in

18.30, and is also living. The Doctor and Mrs.

Raney became the parents of four children, a son

and three daughters, all of whom are living.

The eldest, Mary, is now the wife of Charles H.

Youmans, a leading attorney of Paxton, 111.; Nel-

lie is the wife of (ieorge T. Caldwell, a resident of

(iirard, Kan., who is engaged in the manufacture

of brick; Ben H. is a druggist of Danville, 111.; and

Mrs. Miller completes the family. The latter was

educated in the graded schools of Gibson City, and

pursued a course of study in music and elocution

in Evanston, 111., and was afterward for some
years a successful teacher of those arts in Ford

and Iroquois Counties. Two children, Mabel and
.lessie Fay, have gladdened the home of the Doctor

and his wife. The elder was born June 22, 1886,

and the younger on the Ifith of November, 1890.

The parents are both members of the Presbyterian

Church.

In politics, Dr. Miller atliliates with the Repul)li-

can party. He is one of the stanchest supporters

of all educational interests and is now serving his

third year as a member of the School Board. He
is also a member of the Masonic fraternity, and

socially, holds a high position in the town, his

home being noted for its hospitality and good

cheer. Almost his entire time and attention are
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devoted to his profession, in which his standing

is high. As is every first-cslass member of his pro-

fession, he is still a student and keeps well in-

formed concerning the medical discoveries. He
is a liberal contributor to all worthy enterprises,

aiding in the support of any interest calculated to

advance the general welfare. He has won for

himself many friends in this community, who es-

teem him highly for his strict integrity and genial

kindness of heart.

.y

HJACOB E. DEEGANS, an honored i)ioneer

of Iroquois County and a veteran of the late

^^v 1 war, now engaged in farming on section

^^^ 34, Ash Grove Township, is a native of the

Buckeye State. He was born in Ross County,

October 18, 1837. His father, William Deegans,

was a native of the Emerald Isle, and during his

boyhood emigrated to America, locating in Ohio.

He tliere married Susan Peppers, a native of that

State, and in 1838 they emigrated to AVarren

Count}', Ind., where Mr. Deegans cleared and de-

veloped a good farm. Ten years afterward, in

1848, he came by team to Illinois and settled in

Milford Township, Iroquois County, a mile from

the village of Milford. Later, he sold that faim

and removed to section 25, Ash Grove Townsliip,

where he placed under a high state of cultivation

a farm of one hundred and thirteen acres. His

death there occurred in 1858, at the age of fifty-

two years. His wife is still living at the age of

seventy-four and makes her home with her chil-

dren.

In the Deegans family were eleven children,

eight of wliom are j'et living: Jacob E. is the eld-

est; Mrs. Sarah Davis resides near Milford; John,

who served during the late war, makes his home in

Kansas; Louisa and Debbie reside in Nebraska;

Diana is living in Wellington, Iroquois County;

Martha makes her home in Kansas; and Catherine

is living near Wellington. ^
Olir subject was only a year old when his par-

ents removed to Warren County, Ind., and at the

age of eleven j-ears he came to Illinois. He at-

tended the subscription schools and afterward the

district schools, but his educational privileges were

limited. However, by subsequent reading and ob-

servation, he has become a well-informed man. At
the age of eleven j^ears, he started out in life for

himself, working as a farm hand until he enlisted

for the war.

Prompted by patriotic impulses, Mr. Deegans

then responded to the call for troops, and, donning

the blue August 6, 1862, became a member of ^
Company K, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantiy.at Mil-

ford. The regiment assembled at Kankakee, was

then sent to Columbus, Ky., and later to La Grange)

Tenn. The first battle in which they participated

was at Jackson, Miss., and the regiment lost heavil}'.

Our subject was struck by a spent ball but was not

seriously injured. Nine men of his company were

killed. He afterward participated in the siege of

Vicksburgand the Meridian raid, during which the

troops were engaged in tearing up the Mobile &
Ohio Railroad. They then went back to Vicks-

burg and to the mouth of the Ohio River, and

subsequently were sent to New Orleans. The}'

participated in the siege and capture of Mobile and

the battle of Ft. Blakely. In a hand-to-hand

charge at that place, Mr. Deegans was wounded

and for thirty-day was in the hospital. He then

received a sixty-days furlough, after which he re-

joined his regiment in Chicago, where he was hon-

orably discharged after a service of three years.

When the war was over, our subject returned to

his home in Ash Grove Township, where he has

since engaged in farming. He was married, Dec-

ember 29, 1869, to Miss Elizabeth Carrington, who

was born in Indiana and is a daughter of Milton

and Elizabeth (Johnson) Carrington. Both are

deceased. Two children have been born to our

subject and his estimable wife: Susie B., who was

educated in the public schools and in Onarga

Seminary; and Nannie E., who is at home. The

Deegans household is the abode of hospitality.

Mrs. Deegans and her daughters are pleasant, en-

tertaining ladies, and their many friends always

delight to visit there as they are always sure of a

warm welcome.

Mr. Deegans is a member of Cissna Park Post
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No. 575, G. A. R., and his wife is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a highly-re-

spected citizen, his sterling worth and honorable

upright life having won him the confidence and

good-will of all with whom he has come in contact.

He cast his first Presidential vote for Geu. Grant

but lias since supported the Democratic partj'. His

residence in the county covers a period of forty-

four years and he well deserves a place among its

pioneer settlers.

^^+^1

l»nJJAM H. HARRY, of the firm of Harry

rjjj Bros., lawyers and abstractei-s of title of

ll^ Watseka, was born near Eureka, Wood-
ford County, 111., on the 28th of November, 1853,

and is a son of Thomas S. and Irena .1. (Conipton)

Harry. He removed with his parents to Livingston

County in 1865, and was there reared on a farm

and attended the district schools. On attaining

manhood, he engaged in teaching school and at

the same time entered upon the study of law dur-

ing his leisure intervals, under the preceptorship of

the Hon. Samuel T. Fosdick, a prominent lawyer

of Chatswortii.

At the June term of the Illinois Supreme Court

at Mount Vernon, in 187(5, Mr. Harry, at the age of

twenty-two j-ears, was admitted to the Bar. He then

entered upon the practice of his chosen profession

in Sheldon, this State, where he continued business

until the '2d of October, 1880. He then came to

Watseka and embarked in practice in this place.

His energies were devoted to his iirofession until

the 3d of February, 1886,when he was appointed by

President Cleveland to the position of Postmaster

of this cit}-, entering upon the duties of the office

on the 13th of that month. He proved an efficient

and capable officer and served in that capacity un-

til superseded by the present incumbent on the 1st

of ]\Iay, 1889. Mr. Harry is a Democrat, as will be

inferred from the foregoing. In the spring of

1885, he was appointed City Attorney of Watseka

and filled that position until appointed Postmaster,

when he resigned to enter upon his other duties.

Prior to leaving the postofflce, our subject had

arranged with his brother, J. C, to enter the abstract

business, and had worked to that end, so that on

the 1st of June, 1889, they opened an abstract and

law office in Watseka. In November following

they sold a one third-interest in tlie business to

their brother, Samuel R., and the business was con-

ducted by the three until January 1, 1892, when

J. C. sold out to his brother, W. H. Harry, and re-

tired. Since that time the business has been con-

ducted by our subject and Samuel R., under the

original firm name of Harry Bros.

On the 4th of April, 1877, in Chatsworth, 111..

Mr. Harry of this sketch wedded Miss Mary A.

A'ail, a daughter of M. B. and Mary E. Vail, and a

native of Heniy, Marshall County, III. Three chil-

dren, sons, haA'e been born unto them: Edward S.,

who was born in Sheldon, April 22, 1878; William

H., who was born in Sheldon, August 10, 1880; and

Ben S., born in Watseka, December 3, 1882.

Mr. Harry and his wife are members of the Chris-

tian Church, with which they have been identified

several years. He is also a member of the Modern

AVoodmen of America, belonging to Watseka Camp,

No. 339. The Harry Bros, make abstracting

their principal business, and by industry and close

attention to the wants of their customers have

built up a very satisfactory business. Their books

are kept up to date and all work intrusted to their

hands receives prompt and capable attention.

^^f
il^RIEDRICH BREYMEYER,whois eng.aged

jls^ls)' in general farming on section 6, Ash Grove

Iks Township, claims Germany as the land of

his birth. He was born May 18, 1847 in Lippe-

Chaumburg. His father, Gottlieb Breymeyer, was

born and reared on tiie same farm which was the

birthplace of our subject, and became an agricul-

turist and also owned an oil mill. He wedded
Mary Sclioenbeck and with his family came to

America in 1862, sailing from Bremen to New
York Cit}-, whence he made his waj^ to Crete,

Will County, 111. PurclLising a farm, he there re-

sided until 1871, and now resides about thirty-five

miles west of Topeka, Kan. In politics he is a
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Republican. In religious belief he is a Lutheran.

In the Breyme3'er family were the following chil-

dren: Friedriuh of this sketch; Henry, a resident

of Kansas; Gottlieb; Ernest, who died in Kansas;

AVilliam; Caroline, wife of William Seggebruch, of

Ash Grove; Engel in Kansas; and Sopliia who died

in that State.

Our subject spent the first fifteen years of his

life in his native land and was educated in its pub-

lic schools. He then crossed the broad Atlantic

with his parents and under the parental roof he

remained until 1871. The following _year he came

to Iroquois County and purchased one hundred

and eleven acres of land, his present farm. It was

then all raw prairie, not a furrow having been

turned or an improvement made. He has since

extended its boundaries until it now comprise two

hundred and sixty-two acres and the entire amonnt

is under a high state of cultivation, yielding a

golden tribute to the care and labor bestowed upon

it. The farm is one of the model homes of the

community. Many improvements have been made

thereon. In addition to tlie comfortable residence

there are good barns and outbuildings, the latest

improved machinery and fine grades of stock.

On the 9th of February, 1873, in Ash Grove

Township, Mr. Breymeyer wedded Miss Sophia

Lucke, who was born near Crete, AVill County, and

is a daughter of August Lucke. Four children

grace their union and they also lost one child,

Fred, who died at the age of two years. Sophia,

Angust, Johnnie and William are still under the

parental roof. Mr. Breymeyer and his family are

all members of the Lutheran Church. He is one

of its active workers and served as a member of the

building committee during the erection of the

present house of worship. He has served as High-

way Commissioner, Township Assessor, Census

Enumerator in 1890, and for sixteen years has been

School Director. He is one of tlie prominent and

inlluential members of the Republican party in this

community. He cast his first Presidential vote for

Greeley, but has since been a Republican. He has

frequently been a delegate to the county and State

conventions and is now the Central Committee-

man of Ash Grove Township. Empty-handed, Mr.

Breymeyer started out in life for himself with no

capital or influential friends to aid him, hut by in-

dustry and tiie exercise of correct business princi-

ples he has steadily worked his way upward and

ma}' trul}' be called a self-made man, deserving all

the praise that term implies.

LFRED GREGORY, an early settler and

highly respected citizen of Iroquois

I b County, now deceased, was born in Law-

^^ rence County. Ind.,on the 14th of Febru-

ary, 1818, and was a son of James Gregory. He

was reared to agricultural pursuits, and was edu-

cated in the common schools. On the 24th of Oc-

tober, 1846, he was united in marriage witli Miss

Lucy Templeton, a daughter of James Templeton,

and a native of Indiana, born in Shelby- County

on the 22d of Februar}', 1827.

The following children were born of the union

of this worthy couple, three sons and five daughters:

Rachel A., tiie eldest, now the wife of Amos Mel-

linger, a resident of Butler County, Kan.; Frances

I., who died at the age of four jears; George F..

a farmer of Middleport Township, who is serving

as Deputy County Clerk under his brother J. W.;

James Warren, who is the present Clerk of Iro-

quois County, and is represented elsewhere in tiiis

work; Hannah M., who resides with her motlier

and family in Watseka; Oliver Cromwell, who

died at the age of one and a-half years; and Lucy,

the youngest, now the wife of Owen L. Gray, a

resident farmer of Chebanse Township.

Mr. Gregory removed with his famil)' from In-

diana to Iroquois County, 111., in 1861, and settled

in Middleport Township, where he engaged in

farming and stock-raising. He there spent the

remainder of his life, his death occurring on the

31st of August, 1873. His good wife survives her

husband, and with three of her childi-en resides in

Watseka.

In politics, Mr. Gregory was a Republican, and

held the office of School Director for a great

many years. He was a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and his wife and children are
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identified with the same societj'. He was an up-

right and iionorable man, whose course in life al-

ways commanded respect and confidence where he

was best known.

'^^

EORGE K. PALMER, now editor of tlie

Leader and Hecieic, published at Onarga,

was born in Buckingham County, Va.,

October 4, 1835, and is a son of James Q. and

Mary A. (Rutledge) Palmer, both natives of Vir-

ginia. His mother was a descendant of Edward

Rutledge, who signed tiie Declaration of Inde-

pendence, his father a descendant of the English

poet Quarles. His grandfather Palmer had charge

of the boats Gen. Washington used in crossing the

Delaware in the attack on Trenton. In 1840, James

Q. Palmer came to Illinois locating on a farm in Ful-

ton County. He afterward engaged in the mer-

cantile business, and was a resident of Fulton

County for about twenty-two years. He then

went to Jacksonville, 1 11., where he engaged in the

stock business until 1873. The following year his

death occurred.

The subject of this sketch was brought by his

parents to Illinois when quite aj'ounglad. After

atten<ling the public schools, he entei'ed the Wes-

leyan University, of Bloomington, pursuing a

classical course, and was a classmate of Adlai E.

Stevenson, Vice-presideut of the United States.

Wishing to enter the ministrj-, he subsequently

took a theological course in the Garrett Biblical

Institute of Evanston. A number of years later,

he received the degree of A. M. from the North-

western University, and the degree of D. D. was

conferred upon him by the Illinois Wesleyan Uni-

versity, of Bloomington. In 1857, he entered the

ministry and continued his pastoral labors for a

number of years.

On the 2d of August. 1861, Rev. Mr. Palmer en-

tered the army and shortly afterward was ap-

pointed Chaplain of the Tenth Missouri Infantry,

in which he served for nearly three years. Pre-

vious to this time, he was married, on the 4th of

September, 1860, to Miss Adeline Haney, daughter

of Rev. Richard Ilaney. of the Methodist Church,

who has been connected with the Methodist minis-

try for about sixtj" years. Unto them were born

seven children, five of whom are yet living:

Edmund H., Carrie A., Mary A., Louise and

George R. Spencer and Stacy are both deceased.

On his return from the war, Mr. Palmer resumed

his ministerial work, which he continued until

1890. He was first stationed after the war in

Lewistown, Fulton County, from where he came

to Onarga in 1868. For three years he was pastor

of the church in Onarga, and was then appointed

Presiding Elder of the district, serving for four

years. Subsequently he went to Normal, and after

two years' service as pastor was appointed Presid-

ing Elder of that district. Receiving a call from

the church in Rock Island, he was for three years

its pastor, and for three years he served as Finan-

cial Secretary of the Illinois Wesleyan LTniversity.

He was then pastor in Abingdon, Monmouth and

elsewhere, after which he came to Onarga, and in

1890 became editor of the Leader and lieview.

During his ministry, Rev. Mr. Palmer was greatly

honored b}" the church, having twice been elected

as a delegate to the General Conference, which is

the law-making body of the church. He was

elected at the Baltimore General Conference as a

member of the General Missionary Committee,

having charge of all the missionary appropriations

and all the legislation for the several missions in

all parts of the world. He has been a close stu-

dent of the social problems of the times and the

legislation of his State and country. For a month

each year, during four successive years, he studied

Tammany in its home in New York, and for some

years he has been present during a part of nearly

every session of the Legislature in this State.

Upon entering the ministry, he studied law for a

year, and for a year was astudent of medicine, thus

obtaining a general knowledge of the two great pro-

fessions with which he would come in contact

during his work. He has very frequentlj' been

called to deliver public addresses on various sub-

jects—Eulogies on Grant, Logan, Garfield, Sher-

man, Colfax, Sheridan and many other public

men. He has delivered many orations on Decora-

tion Day, and Fourth of July, and addresses before
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colleges and literary societies. Rev. Mr. Palmer is a

man of more tlian ordinar}' ability, is a logical

thinker, a clear reasoner aurt was very successful

in his ministerial work. He won many friends

wherever he went, and is held in the highest re-

gard in the community with which he is now
identified.

^^HE BANK OF DONOVAN & YENNUM, of

(^^^ Milford, 111., was established May 18, 1876,

%&'' by John L. Donovan and Tliomas Vennum
witli a capital of 140,000. This is a private bank-

ing house and does a general banking business,

loans money on long or short time, buys and sells

exchange, and makes collections. Its responsibilit}'

is based on the large landed and personal property

ownership of its proprietors and their good repu-

tatioji throughout the financial circles of the State

as safe and conservative bankers. The bank has

prospered from the start; its deposits have grown

from a nominal sum at the beginning to from

$125,000 to $150,000 at the present lime. This

bank is the only one in Milford, which is a thrifty

and growing town of a thousand inhaljitants, situ-

ated in a rich agricultural region, and on the line

of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, some

eleven miles south of the count}' seat of Iroquois

County.

ON. GEORGE C. HARRINGTON resides

in Watseka. In preserving a record of the

^J>f lives and deeds of representative people of

(^) Iroquois County, which will include man}-

of its well-known early settlers and active and in-

fluential citizens, a double purpose will be served.

In the first place, posterity will have something

more comprehensive and endiiring to remind it of

an illustrious ancestry than tradition ; and in the

second place will be tauglit a practical and useful

lesson of life and the value and permanency of

good character, the result of integrity, morality

and usefulness—encouraging the struggling j'outh

of coming generations to hope for ultimate sue- •

cess, notwithstanding a humble origin and thedif- I
flcultj' in overcoming almost seemingly insur-

mountable obstacles. Among the many worth}-

people whose sketches appear in this work, the one J
of whom we write takes rank among tlie foremost. I
On the 30th of June, 1834, in St. Lawrence

County, N. Y., was born to Benjamin O. and Har-

riet E. (Langdon) Harrington, a sou, who in due

course of time was christened George C. Tiiis

child is now well known to the citizens of Iroquois

County as the popular and reliable Cashier of the

First National Bank of Watseka. His parents

were natives of Vermont, and were descended

from old New England families. In 1837, our

subject accompanied his parents to Illinois, being

then but three years of age. The family settled

in Joliet, and in due course of time George C. be-

gan his education in the public schools of that

city. At the age of thirteen he left school and

entered upon an apprenticeship to the printer's

trade in the office of the True Democrat (now the

Joliet Republican) to learn " the art preservative

of all arts." There by close application and ear-

nest endeavor he became a fuU-tledged typo. Hav-

ing arisen to the dignity of a journeyman printer,

he decided to secure an education, and with that

end in view went to Skowhegan Falls, Mo., where

he fitted himself for college, after which he en-

tered Union College, of Schenectady, N. Y., of

which the distinguished Dr. Eliphalet Nott was

Piesident. So well and industriously did he apply

himself to his studies that he stood at the head of

his class in the classics, and in point of literary

ability took foremost rank among many able and

talented classmates.

On leaving college he again sought the West

and established himself in business at Davenport,

Iowa, in connection witli Franc B. Wilke (Poliuto),

later of the Chicago Times, in the publication of the

Davenport Da//?/ News, which soon achieved promi-

nence as one of the leading Democratic journals of

Iowa. His connection with the Daily News con-

tinued until 1859. Mr. Harrington then came to

Iroquois County, 111., and became associated with
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the Iroquois Press^ a Democratic newspaper of

JMiddicport. The following \-ear he received the

Democratic nomination for Clerk of the Circuit

Court, and although defeated at the ensuing elec-

tion, he ran far ahead of his ticket. He still con-

tinued ills connection with the Press, which he

conducted with ability and success until 1862.

The second year of the War for the Union was in

progress, and reverses to the Union forces had

raised excitement in the public mind to a fever

heat. Patriotism and a desire to aid in tlie great

struggle induced Mr. Harrington to abandon the

peaceful scenes of journalism for service on the

tented field. Consequenth" he began recruiting

for the army, and after taking the first company

into Kankakee for the Seven t3--sixth Illinois Regi-

ment, he assisted in filling up two otiier companies

for the One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois In-

fantry.

Mr. Harrington enlisted as a [nivate soldier, but

liis superior ability being apparent, he was chosen

by the members of liis company to be their Captain.

In .lanuary. 1863, lie was promoted to be Major,

but tiie following summer, being incapacitated for

active service by disease contracted in the field, he

was forced to resign, which he did while on duty

near 'N'icksburg, Miss., on the surrender of that

Confederate stronghold, July 4, 1863. On his re-

turn from the army he engaged in the hardware

business at Watseka in the firm of Woodford

ct Co.

Soon afterward, Maj. Harrington was a|)pointed

Collector of Internal Revenue for Ford, Iroquois

and Champaign Counties, and discharged the duties

devolving upon him with ability and fidelity. In

1850, he was elected ISIayor of W^at*eka, was re-

elected the following year, elected again in 1885,

and at the close of the third ter-ni, although ur-

gently requested to serve again, refused a fourth

term. In the year 1870, in connection with sev-

eral other enterprising citizens, the Jl.ajor organ-

ized the First National Bank of Watseka, of which

lie was chosen the first Cashier. This is one of the

leading financial in.stitutions of Eastern Illinoi-S,

and its success, which li.as been marked, reflects

credit upon its worthy Cashier, who has held that

position continuous!}- since its organization.

On the 25th of May, 1864, Maj. Harrington was

united in marriage in Crawfordsville, Ind., with

Miss Mary L. Hutchinson. She was born in Ham-

ilton County, Ohio, and is a daughter of .Jonathan

Hutchinson. They have two children who are yet

living, namely: Howard W. Harrington and Jerome

B. Harrington. The ^lajor is very domestic in his

habits and iiis home is a model of comfort and

good taste.

Maj. Harrington has alw.ajs taken considerable

interest in politics, and although not an .active

politician in the common acceptation of the term,

he is recognized throughout the State as a promi-

nent Democrat, but has never been an aspirant for

the honors or emoluments of public olHce. In

1876, without his consent, his name was mentioned

by several papers and prominently spoken of by

eminent Democrats as the candidate for the office

of Secretary of State, but he induced his friends to

withdraw his name from the State Convention.

He has served as a member of the Democratic State

Central Committee and presided over the Demo-

cratic Congressional Convention, held in Fairbury

in 1878, and on the invitation of that l)ody ad-

dressed them, making a masterly S])eech, which was

published and scattered broadcast as a camiiaign

document. The same convention would have

nominated him for Congress but he emphatically

declined the proffered honor. Later on his name
was conspicuous in several Democratic journals as

an available candidate for Lieutenant-Governor

of Illinois. In June, 1880, he was a delegate from

Illinois to the National Democratic Convention,

and was a Presidential Elector in the campaign of

1884, when Cleveland and Hendricks were elected,

that being the only occasion on which his party

has been successful in electing a President since

1856.

Maj. Harrington is an active member of the In-

dependent Order of Odd Fellows and is much es-

teemed by his brethren of the fraternity. In the

preparation of this sketch the writer acknowledges

his indebtedness to a previously published work

for the main facts set forth, and perhaps can do

no better than to conn)lete his labors b}- quoting

the closing paragraph of the same.

"Hon. George C. Harrington is a self-made man,
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having risen by his own unaided efforts to his

present enviable position in life. His parents

were poor, but b^^ his indefatigable energy he ac-

quired an education in spite of all obstacles that

darkened the path of his early years. A gentle-

man of culture, a fine scholar and still a student

from habit; a man towering high among his fel-

lows, all recognizing his superior ability and worth

of character and ever read}^ to pay deference to

his excellent qualities, he is yet as modest and re-

tiring as a child. Vanity is not one of his char-

acteristics. A Democrat in principle and prac-

tice, he believes with the faith born of conviction

in the equality and brotherhood of man. He is

public-spirited, liberal and charitable, ever ready

to assist with his purse or pen in any cause that

promises good to his fellow-men or the public. A
man of broad and comprehensive views, he looks

upon the world as he finds it, and is therefore con-

servative rather than radical. The people of Wat-

seka look upon him as an exemplary man and are

proud to call him their own."

=^>^^<P

MITH HICKMAN carries on farming on

section 17, Martinton Township. He was

born in Tippecanoe County, Ind., near

LaFayette, on the 10th of Maj', 1854. He
is a son of Michael Hickman, a native of Penn-

sylvania, and of German parentage. The father

grew to mature years near his birthplace and there

married INIary Long, also a native of the Keystone

State. Mr. Hickman was a farmer, settling in

Indiana in the early days of Tippecanoe Count3',

then a wilderness. He cleared and made a farm

and there resided until his death, which occurred

about 1860. His wife survived him but a few

months and both lie buried in the same ceme-

tery.

Our subject was left an orphan when a child of

six years. For a 3^ear or two after his parents'

death he found a home with kindly relatives, and

then he went away among strangers, as soon as

large enough going to work for himself. He
found a friend in Rev. Ebenezer Storm, and for

him he worked for upwards of eight years. Dur-

ing this time he had no school advantages and is

almost entirely a self-educated man. He owes to

his habit of observation and experience in life

the fact of being a well-informed man on all sub-

jects of the day and on general topics. He came to

Illinois in 1881 and located in Iroquois County.

He first worked for John Storm, one of the pio-

neers of the county who has since passed away, and

with him he continued about a, year and a-lialf.

Mr. Hickman was united in wedlock, October,

1883, with Mary Minerva Stone, who was also

born in Indiana, in Jasper County. She came to

this State with her father, Thomas Stone, when a

child of ten years. Her father settled near Wood-
land, Belmont Township. To Mr. and Mrs. Hick-

man were born two children: George W. and Os-

car.

After his marriage, Mr. Hickman rented a farm

of Mr. Storm and followed farming for three

years. He then rented another place, which he

farmed for two years. He next purchased a farm

of one hundred and twenty acres in Iroquois

Township and there followed the occupation of

farming for a period of about two years, at the

expiration of which time he sold it and purchased

the place where he now resides. He has here a

farm of eighty acres of valuable and well-cultiva-

ted land very near the village of Martinton.

This place is finely tilled and has a large and sub-

stantial residence, good barns, cribs and other

farm buildings upon it, and well betokens the

thrift and enterprise of its present owner. JNIr.

Hickman started in life a poor orphan boy and

had to make his own way from the first, and thus

his present prosperity and success are the reward

of his own industry and business enterprise.

Throughout this section he is held to be one of

the most progressive farmers of Martinton Town-

ship.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Hickman is allied

with the Republican party, his first vote having

been cast for Rutherford B. Hayes. He has al-

ways lent his influence to the support of the best

interests of his countj'and State, and though never

having asked for or accepted otticial positions, al-

ways performs with interest the duties o( citizen-
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ship. He is a friend to education, believing in

good schools and teachers, and has served as a

mcniber of the School l?oard for three terms. So-

cially, Mr. Hickman is a member of tiie Modern

Woodmen. He has been a resident of this county

for eleven j-ears and is well and favorably known

in Watseka and adjoining townships.

i

SOrnJE H. LAHU), a prominent and valued

citizen of Milford Township, who carries

on general farming on sections 29 and 30,

was born near Battle Ground. Ind., on the

l.")th of Februar3', 1854. His parents were John

and I'hu'be (Rurgett) Laird, the former a native of

Ohio, and the latter of Indiana. They had a family

of four children, but our subject is the only one.

now living. The parents came to Illinois in 18.58,

when Squire was a lad of only four summers, and

settled in Iroquois County. Mr. Laird seeuj-ed a

farm in Milford Township, about four and a-half

miles southwest of the village of Milford. To its

cultivation and improvement, with characteristic

energy, he devoted his time and attention until

his death, which occurred in 1873. He was a

highly respected citizen and took an active interest

in all public affairs, giving his support to every

enterprise calculated to prove of public benefit. His

wife still survives hun, and for about sixteen 3'ears

continued to reside on the old homestead. In

1889, however, she removed to Milford, where siie

is now living.

Squire Laird, whose name heads this record, is

still living on the home farm, having known no

other lK)me since he was four years old. During

his boyhood he aided his father in the cultivation

of the land in the summer months, and in the win-

ter season attended the common schools, where he

acquired his education. As a companion and help-

mate on life's journey he chose Miss Jlarv Jane

Purget. daughter of Henry and Lj'dia (Mustard)

Purget, of tills county. Their union was celebrated

November 2, 1876, and was blessed with a family

of five children, but only three are now living.

John Henry, the eldest, born December 5, 1877,

died on the 25th of August, 1889; Arthur Ernest,

born December 24, 1879, died on the 30th of Oc-

tober, 1889; Aurora Floyd, born October 26, 1883;

^ernal May, May 19, 1887; and Emma O.,

August 7, 1891, are still with their parents.

In his political afliliations, Mr. Laird is a Repub-

lican, but he has never been an office-seeker.

However he, has held the office of School Director

for the long period of eigliteen years, doing efficient

service for the ca\ise of education, which finds in

him a warm friend. He ever takes an active in-

terest in all that pertains to the welfare of the

community, and is found in the front rank in

support of its worthy enterprises. He is public-

spirited and progressive, and is an honorable, up-

right man, who has the confidence and good-will

of all with whom he has come in contact.

Those who have known him from boyhood are

numbered among his stanchest friends, which

fact indicates the honorable, upright life he h.is

lived. Himself and wife hold an enviable position

in social circles, and are well worthy of represen-

tation in tills volume.

-i****

jl^,, IRAM H. HOTALINO owns and operates a

\l)\ farm on section 24, Danforth Township.

/^^^ He is a native of Onondaga County, N. Y.,

(^; where his birth occurred near Syracuse,

September 22, 1856. He is a son of Garrett H.

Ilotaling, who was horn in the same State and

county. The grandfather, C'onrad G. Hotaliug,

was also a native of the Empire State, where the

family were among the first settlers and had come

from Holland. The father grew to manhood and

married Harriet Adell Wallace, a daughter of

Benjamin F. Wallace, who was of Scotch parentage

and was liorn in New York State. Mr. Hotaling

was a miller by trade and followed that occupa-

tion at Baldwinsville, N. Y., where he engaged in

the manufacture of flour. He Inis now retired

from active life, while his son carried on the busi-

ness. He was three times married, his first wife

having died when our subject was a lad of eleven

xeavs.
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Hiram H. passed his early days on liis father's

farm, receiving good school advantages in the

common schools and further continuing his edu-

cation in the Syracuse High School and Baldwius-

ville Academy. "When a young man of twenty he

came West to Illinois, arriving in Chicago in

1876. There he spent about six months and then,

on account of continued poor health,went to Den-

ver, where he spent some time in the mountains.

He returned to Illinois in 1872, going to Chicago,

where he became acquainted with Mr. Chapman,

to whom he hired, and was sent by him to Iroquois

Count}-, where he went to work on a farm for the

above-named gentleman. He continued working

for him by the month for about a year and a-half.

At the end of that time he purchased a team and

rented a farm in Danforth Township for about

two years. His father then purchased eighty acres

in Douglas Township, upon which our subject

located and farmed the two years succeeding. He

next traded that farm for the one where he now

resides, locating on this place in the spring of

1883. He is now the possessor of three hundred

and fifty-five acres of well-cultivated land, about

two hundred and twenty-five acres of which are

most fertile and well developed. The remainder

is timber or pasture land. Mr. Hotalihg has

greatly improved his place, has built fences and

farm buildings and has done considerable tiling,

making of it a most valuable and desirable prop-

erty.

In this county on tiie 28lh of February, 1879,

Mr. Hotaling was united in marriage with Frances

Emma Hallam, who was born and reared to wo-

manhood in Marshall County, 111. She is a daugh-

ter of Salathiel Hallam, whose family came from

Washington County, Pa., of which county tliey

were among the most honored pioneers. To them

have been born six children: Florence Harriet,

Cornelia Grace, Garrett Hallam, George I<:dwin,

Robert Homer and AVarren Albert.

Mr. Hotaling is identified with the Republican

party, having cast his first ballot for Hon. James

A. Garfield. He has held several local positions

lo the satisfaction of all concerned. He is a firm

believer in the eflicacy of good public education

and has always done all in liis power to support

the best educational measures. Socially, he is a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-

lows and is Past Grand Master of his lodge. He

is also a member of the Modern Woodmen. Dur-

ing his long residence in this county he has made

many friends, who honor him as a man of sterling

character, strict integrity and merit.

^ILLIAM M. WEST owns and operates an

excellent farm of one hundred and fifty-six

acres on section 24, Middleport Township,

where he carries on general farming and stock-rais-

ing, and his highlj- cultivated land and the many-

improvements found thereon indicate his thrift

«and enterprise and attest his careful supervision and

management.

Mr. AVest was born in Warren County, Ind., on

the 14th of July, 184G, and is a son of John A. and

Azubah (Wilson) West, the former a native of

Ohio and the latter of the Keystone State. Their

family of ten children included the following:

George, who died in 1890; Samuel, a resident farmer

of Middleport Township, whose sketch appears else-

where in this work; Elizabeth, now deceased; Char-

lotte; Moses, who is engaged in farming in this

county; Martha, Sylvia, William M. and one wlio

died in infancy.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, tiie subject

of this sketch spent the days of his boyhood and

youth and in the common schools he acquired his

education, attending through the winter months,

while in the summer he worked at home upon the

farm. He remained under the parental roof until

he had attained his majority. The year 1869 wit-

nessed his emigration to Illinois and saw him loca-

ted in Iroquois Count}-, where he began working

on a farm by the month in Belmont Township.

For about seven years he was thus employed, after

which he began farming for himself, renting laud

for three years. He then purchased the farm on

whicli he now resides, and although it w.is tiien

poorly improved he has made it one of the desir-.

able places of the community.
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On the 10th of January, 1877, Mr. West led to

tlie marriage altar Miss Emma Moore, daughter of

I'oreman and ^lelissa (Fleming) Moore, both of

wliom were natives of Ohio, and were of Irish de-

-.ent. Unto our subject and liis wife have been

I'Drn two children: Clyde and Porter.

In his political atliliations, Mr. "West is a Repub-

lican, but his wife advocates the principles of the

Prohibition party. For twelve successive years he

h.as served his township as School Director, doing

nuieh for the advancement of the cause of educa-

tion and the improvement of the schools in this

n immunity. .Socially, he is a member of Lodge

No. 74, 1. (). O. F., of Watseka. He is a valued

citizen, public-spirited and progressive, and is al-

ways ready to aid in public enterprises calculated

Ui jiromote the general welfare. His possessions

lepresent his own hard labor and by his well-di-

rected efforts lie has risen to a position among the

substantial farmers of the community. Widelv

and favorably is he known, and himself and wife

rank high iu social circles.

]^H^^

1;:^ ON. JOHN A. KOPLIN, the founder and

f
j' father of the village of Buckley, and one

4,j^' of the leading and representative citizens

(£)j of the county, h.as been identified with the

history of this community for many \-ears,and the

growth and upbuilding of the community in which

he now makes his home are due in a large measure

to his untiring efforts in its behalf and his enter-

prising and progressive spirit.

Mr. Koplin was born in Chester County, Pa.,

November 7. 1825, and is a son of Isaac and Ann
(Amole) Koplin, both of whom were natives of

the Keystone State. They had but two children,

and the sister, Mary, is now deceased. The father

died in Penn.sylvania when our subject was only

eight years of age, and the mother spent her Last

days near the old homestead in the Keystone State,

being called to her final rest in 188.5, at the ver^-

advanced age of eighty-six yeai-s.

Our subject spent the days of his childhood un-

der the parental roof and acipiired his education

in the common schools, but he has improved his

time and talents, and through observation and

business experience has become a well-informed

man, for he possesses an observing eye and reten-

tive memory. When about twenty-five years of

age he went to the cit\- of Philadelphia, where he

spent ten j'eai-s, and thence came to Illinois in

1861, locating first on a farm upon which the vil-

lage of Buckley now stands. He here purchased

two hundred acres of land. He had previously'

bought a half-section of land two miles north

from Buckle^-, and from time to time, as his finan-

cial resources were increased, he made judicious in-

vestments and added to his purchases until his

possessions aggregated over four thousand acres.

Where Buckley now stands there w.as only a sec-

tion house belonging to the Illinois Central Rail-

road Company, and three other houses, when Mr.

Koplin platted and laid out the town. The same

year he opened a general merchandise store iu

connection with William G. Riggs, and carried on

business in that line for two \"ears. He also dealt

in lumber and .grain for about seven years and oc-

cupied the position of Station Agent. About 1868,

he opened a bank and also dealt in real-estate for

some time. He continued the banking business

with good success until January 1, 1892, when he

sold out to William L. R. Johnson, the present

banker.

November 1.'), 1871, Jlr. Koplin was united

in marriage witli Miss Fannie Riggs, daughter of

William G. and Mary (Davis) Riggs, natives of

Chester County, Pa., who came in 1856 to Buck-

ley, which is their present home. Two children

have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Koplin, both sons:

Mark R., born June 7, 1873; and Vernon, born on

the loth of July, 1881.

Mr. Koplin is not now connected with any busi-

ness in Buckley, but is still interested in Chicago

real estate and the Lyford Coal Mines, owned b3'

the Wali.ash Valley Coal Company. He also has

large landed interests, and, as he expresses it, "man-

ages to have just enough to do to keep him out

of mischief." The truth of the matter, however,

is, that indolence and idleness are utterly foreign

to his nature, and he will alwa^'s be busy with

something. This untiring industry has been one
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of the Important elements in his prosperous career.

He owns a farm of six hundred and forty acres in

one body four miles west of Buckley, which is

highl}' improved and yields to him a good income.

His own beautiful and commodious home is situ-

ated on the southern edge of Buckle3' and his

grounds comprise twenty- acres.

Mrs. Kopliu, who is a most estimable lady, holds

membersliip with the Methodist Church, and Mr.

Kopliu, although not a member of the churcii, has

taken a very active interest in the Sunda^'-school

work for forty-five years and is at present one of

its teachers. He has been^a Trustee of Grand

Prairie Seminary, of Ouarga, for many years, and

the cause of education ever finds in him a warm

friend, he doing everything in his power for the ad-

vancement of the schools. In politics, he is a

stalwart Republican, never swerving from the sup-

port which he gives its principles. He held the

office of Supervisor for seven consecutive years

and was Representative to the Thirty-first General

Assembly of Illinois, discharging his duties with

credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his con-

stituents.

Mr. Koplin has led an honorable and upright

life as well as a busy one, and the confidence and

regard of the community are his in a high degree.

Where he is known he has made friends, for his

many excellencies of character and his sterling

worth merit the esteem of all, j'et he has never

sought notoriety.

13)^.E 1^^

Sl^-^^ON. ALBA M. .TONES, a representative of

iTj one of the oldest and most highly respected

Ut^^ families of Iroquois County, was born in

(^) the township of Stockton, this county.

May 23, 1856, and is a son of Johnll. and Hannah

(Pugh) Jones. His father is one of the oldest and

most prominent citizens of this county, and a

sketch of his life is given elsewhere in this work.

Alba M. was reared on a farm, attending the

public schools, and in 1876 entered the North In-

diana Normal .School at Valparaiso, one of the

most successful educational institutions of the

country, where he took a three-year scientific

course. On his return from the Normal, he en-

tered into partnership with his twin brother,

Edgar S., in the hardware business at Milford, un-

der the firm name of Jones Bros. Their first location

was in the building now known as the Van Tryun

House, where they carried on business until 1883,

when they erected the fine brick block on the

northeast corner of Jones Street and Railroad

Avenue, at which place they have since done busi-

ness. This building is twenty-four feet front by

sixty-six feet deep and two stories high; an L, 24 x

100, extends to the westward, opening into the

main store, and is used as a carriage repository

and storeroom. This firm has the largest and best

appointed store in the hardware line in the county,

and carries the largest stock of goods. Their

stock comprises a full line of shelf and heavy

hardware, farm implements, stoves and tinware.

They are also extensive dealers in lumber, coal,

carriages and wagons. The .Jones Bros, have suc-

ceeded in building up a large and prosperous busi-

ness, and are widely and favorably known through-

out this and adjoining counties.

Mr. Jones, of this sketch, wedded Miss Fannie

Monnett in Milford, December 13, 1881. Mrs.

Jones is a daughter of John and Mary E. Monnett,

and was born in Bucj'rus, Ohio.

Mr. .Tones is a stanch Republican, and has held

various public offices of honor and trust. For

seven j'ears he has been a member of the County

Board from Milford Township, serving two years

as Chairman of that body. In addition to this,

for five years he has acted as a member of the

Milford School Board. On the 1st of May, 1892,

he received the Republican nomination for Rep-

resentative to the Illinois Legislature, and was

elected by a safe majority at the ensuing election.

He is the first native of Iroquois County ever thus

honored. He is a Knight Templar Mason, a mem-

ber of Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F. & A. M.; of

Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M.; and of Mt.

Olivet Commandery No. 38, K. T., of Paxton. He

is also an Odd Fellow, belonging to the Farmers'

Lodge No. 253, 1. O. O. F., of Milford.

Mr. Jones is a good representative of the young,

successful and ambitious Western business man.
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I'ossessed of good natural ability, enterprise and

energy, lie lias prospered in business and has shown

an aptitude for public affairs and evidence of ex-

ecutive ability which promise success in tliat direc-

tion. As a business man and citizen, his standing

ranks high, liis integritv being above question,

while from childhood up his life lias been an open

book to his fellow-townsmen.

RASMl'S D. HARTSHORN, one of the ex-

tensive land-ownei-s of Iroquois County,

who is now living a retired life in Buckley,

where for man}- years he was a prominent mer-

chant, was born in Lebanon Township, Madison

County, N. Y., on the 4th of June, 1821. His

father, Ira Hartshorn, was born in Connecticut,

June 13, 1793, and in 1818 married Joanna Burn-

liam, who was born in the Xutmcg State on the

3d of June, 1796. Soon afterward tliey removed

to New York, and unto tbem were born nine chil-

dren, namely: Joshua P., Erasmus D., Alford I.,

riiny, Calvert, Mary, Lucy, Lydia and Charles B.

Tlie last-named was born in June, 1838. He en-

listed in the Fourth Illinois Cavalry during the

late war, and died from sickness at Pittsburg

Landing wliile in tlie service. The other children

are all yet living and are heads of families. The

family emigrated from the Empire State to Illi-

nois in 1837, locating in La Salle County, where

they resided until 1868. The father died in 18.58,

and the mother, wlio survived him a number of

years, passed awa^' in 1875.

Mr. Hartshorn, whose name heads this record,

spent the first sixteen years of his life in the Em-

pire State, and then tame witli the family to the

West. He w-as reared to manhood amid the wild

scenes of the frontier, and was earl}- inured to

hard labor on the farm. The common schools

afforded him his educational privileges. Having

attained to man's estate, he was married on the

31st of March, 1852, the lady of his choice being

Miss Alariette Meserve, daughter of Joseph and

Abiah (SVhiciicr) Jleserve, Mrs, Hartshorn was

born in Gorham, N. H., October 5, 1835. Her

parents were reared in Maine. When she was

about a year and a-half old, her mother died. Her

father principally mercliandised in the East, and

after coming to La Salle County, 111., in 1850,

farmed. He was a man of great ingenuity, and

the finishings on his old home still stand as a monu-

ment to his skill and workmanshii). Notwitii-

standing his busy life, he found time to keep him-

self posted on current eventiS, and was especially

well versed in the Scripture. He lived to be about

seventy years of age. Five children graced their

union: William Henry, born February 12, 1853,

married Miss Cora Louise Luther, daughter of Eli-

sha Luther, and they reside in Kearney, Neb., with

tlieir two children, Kenneth and Earle; Mary, born

September 16, 1855, is the wife of Dr. S. C. Balch,

of Washington, D. C, who holds a position in the

Pension Office. They had one daughter, Blanche

JIariette, who died in May, 1890, in her sixteenth

year. Horace H., born May 21, 1858, wedded

Miss Jennie Morris, and their home is at Chicago

Heights. Charles D., born April 19, 1860, married

Miss Ella AVallace, daughter of John Wallace, of

Forest, III., and they reside in Escondido, Cal.,

with their three children: Harold, Winfred and

Edna Lillian. Alice Bertha, born July 25, 1870,

is still under the parental roof and completes the

family.

In the fall of 1868, JMr. Hartshorn, of this

sketch, removed from La Salle Count}', where he

had followed farming for manj' j-ears, to Buckley,

and engaged in the hardware and implement busi-

ness for about sixteen years, when he sold out to

J. G. Wallace. From 1870 until 1878 he had a

partner, W. H. Meserve. The business prospered,

and he enjoyed an excellent trade. He is indus-

trious and energetic, and by his well-directed

efforts he won a handsome competence, wliich is

the just reward of his labors.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Hartshorn is a

Republican. At one time he was a member of the

Masonic Lodge of La Salle, but after his removal

to this county lie became a charter member of

Buckley Lodge No. 634, A. F. & A. M„ and is

also a member of the Chapter of Utica, His son

Charles is coiiijected with the Masonic fraternitv,
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AVilliam Henry is a Kniglit Templar, and his son-

in-law is also a prominent Mason, liaving tal<en

tlie highest degree. Mr. Hartshorn and his wife

are both faithful and consistent members of the

Presb3'terian Church, with which they have been

connected since its organization, and during its

existence he has held the ofHce of Elder, covering

a period of twentj^-one years. They are charitable

and benevolent people, and their many excellen-

cies of character have won them warm regard.

Mr. Hartshorn has retired from active business

life. He owns about eight hundred and fifty

acres of land near Buckley, all in Artesia Town-

ship, a valuable farm of three hundred and twent}'

acres in South Dakota, and considerable town

property, including a beautiful home, which is the

abode of hospitality. The members of the famil}-

rank high in social ciicles, where intelligence and

true worth are received as the passjjort into

good society.

^^jHARLES LAYER, a leading merchant of

[l( ^.^ Gilman, is a native of Germany, his birth

^^^ having occurred in Strimpfelbach,' Wur-

temberg, January 28, 183G. He is a son of Jacob

and Mary (Wolf) Laj'er, both natives of the same

province. His father was quite an extensive

farmer, and both he and his wife died in the

Old Countiy. In their familj' of six children,

consisting of five sons and one daughter, two de-

cided to come to America; our subject came

first; and David, who lives in Onargu, III., crossed

the Atlantic some three years later.

Our subject is the fourth child of his father's

family, and passed his early years on his father's

farm, receiving his education in tiie common
schools. Wlien fourteen years of age, he was ap-

prenticed two years at the baker's trade, receiving

his board, but having to pay 175 to learn the busi-

ness. After completing his trade, he worked

at it for two years in Germany, and in 1856 he

came over on a steamer, taking eighteen days to go

from London to New York City. The cargo was

for (Quebec, and as that was the first trip the cap-

tain had made to that port, he ran into the wrong

channel, and, as a consequence, the boat stuck on

a sand bank. After some time, the passengers

were taken to an island, and all the cargo, valued

at -180,000, was thrown overboard. After two

da3's and three nights, the vessel was cleared

and went on her way to New York City. Having

worked at his trade in that city for two j'ears,

he came to Illinois, locating in Peoria, where

he worked for the following eight j'ears. Going

to Washington, Tazewell C'ount3', he in the

year 1859 opened a bakery, where he carried

on business until 1864. At that time he came to

Gilman and purchased a storehouse of D. L. Par-

ker, but, as he could not at once get possession of

the building, he bought a small restaurant, and

ran it through the winter. In the spring of 1865,

a company of men on their waj' to enlist in the

one hundred daj's' service came to Gilman, en-

tered IMr. Layer's restaurant, and bought what they

wanted for a time; but, as they had been drinking,

they increased in their boldness, and l)egan to help

themselves. One man carried out three boxes of

cigars, giving them to the others outside. He

then came back for the fourth box, but Mr. Layer

struck him with a sling-shot, knocking him flat.

A general fight ensued. Our subject had but few

friends present, but they defended themselves as

best they could. Missiles of all kinds were hurled,

and many were cut and bruised. Finally, our

subject and his friends got away, and, repairing to

the hay-press of S. E. Sears, where eighteen men

I

were employed, he related his trouble, and all,

I

armed with clubs cut from the hickory poles used

in baling, inarched to the scene of the late en-

counter. The would-be soldiers retreated to the

freight depot, followed by Mr. Layer and his

friends. At this juncture, some of the leading

citizens of Gilman counseled peace, and promised

the injured man that he should be paid for the

loss sustained, but they failed to make good the

promise, and, as the men were not j'et sworn into

service, the Government could not be held respon-

sible. AVhen the men returned from the war,

]Mr. Layer employed lawyers to bring suit against

them for damages, but, as the attorneys were paid

more lil)erally by the other side, they allowed the
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case to become outlawed, and no prosecution fol-

lowed. As soon as he could get possession of the

storehouse he bought of Mr. Parker, he opened a

store, his being about tlie only one in town at the

time. He started a general merchandise establish-

ment, and some five years later added a liaker}'.

Afterward, he sold the dry-goods department,

retaining the grocery and bakery. In 1883, the

entire block containing his store was consumed by

fire. Soon after he opened a general stock of

groceries, where he now carries on business.

In Washington, Tazewell Count}-, he married

ivate Ringeisen, a native of Bavaria, German^'.

15y this marriage they have four children: Will-

iam F. and Charles are engaged in the news busi-

ness in Mexico; Katie, who is the wife of Lewis

Schwer, of this county; and Frank, the youngest.

In religious faith, both Mr. and Mrs. Layer are

members of the German Lutheran Church. Politi-

cally', he is a Democrat, and has been a member of

tlie Town Hoard for several years. He belonged

to the Society of Druids, which is a benevolent

organization. In 1872, he returned to his native

land to visit his aged mother, brothers and sisters

and the scenes of his childhood. He also ex-

tended his tour to Switzerland and Prussia. As

the reward of years of industry and frugality, Mr.

Layer has accumulated considerable wealth, and

is widely known as one of the leading (iermansof

the county.

PE^X"KR S. CONE, a prominent attorney

and for twen t\'-three years a resident of

Oilman, was born in Farmington, Fulton

County, 111., on the 25th of June, 184.3.

He is a son of Spencer and Julia (Sloan) Cone.

The Cone family is of English descent. The

father of our subject was born in Connecticut and

his mother is a native of the Empire State. About

1833, Mr. Cone moved to Farmington, where he

was joined in wedlock with Miss Sloan. Hestudied

law and was admitted to the Bar. Soon afterward,

liowever, he took up the occupation of farming, at

which he has continued since, He is now livin;jat

Farmington and has reached the age of seventy-

eight. His wife passed the age of eighty-four in

1891. They have both been life long members and

supporters of the Congregational Church. Mr. Cone

was formerly a Whig and has since been a Repub-

lican. He and his estimable wife had a family of

three sons and one daughter.

Spencer S. Cone, whose name heads this sketch,

is the only professional man of this family. He

was reared under the moral and iiealthful influence

of farm life and received his primary education in

the common schools, which he supplemented b}' a

year's course at tiie State Normal School and three

years of study at Knox College. Like his father

before him, his t.astes were in the direction of the

legal profession, and therefore heenteied the Al-

bany Law School in New York, from which he was

graduated in 1868. He next read law for about a

year with Judge S. P. Shope, now of the Supreme

Bench. In 1869, he came to (iilman, where after

practicing a short time lie turned his attention to

the real-estate business. In this line he continued

for some nine years and was quite successful. He
has since engaged in the practice of law almost ex-

clusively.

In February, 1873, Mr. Cone was joined in wed-

lock at Gilman with Miss Araniinta Bombaugh.

Tliis union has been blessed with two sons: William

R. and Roy S. Mr. and Mrs. Cone are both mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church, of Gilman, of

which he is a Trustee.

In all educational affairs, Mr. Cone takes an ac-

tive interest and for some seven years he has been

a member of the School Board. Politically, he is

attiliated with the Republican party, and is much
interested in political measures and conventions.

He was the regular nominee of his party for County

Judge in 1890, but the vvhoje ticket was defeated

on account of the McKinley Bill and school ques-

tion, lie lias served as City Attorney for eight

years and has been a member of the County Board

for a period of two years, acceptabi}' discharging

the duties of those offices. He is a man well in-

foriiied on all questions of general in terest,whetlier

political or otherwise, and is accounted one of the

worthy and valued citizens of the community

where he makes his home. He is extensively in-



320 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAI'HICAL RECORD.

terested in fanning and has been quite successful

in that direction. In his manner Mr. Cone is

reserved and iniassuniiug, liis duties of citizenship

being performed (jiiictly and faithfully. By his

upright life and honorable course he has won the

respect of all with whom he has come in contact.

!«!EORGE W. SONGER is an honored veteran

of the late war and one of the prominent

^^^iJJ citizens of Cissna Park, where he is engaged

in the manufacture of tile and brick. This is one

of the leading industries of the place, and he is

one of the progressive and enterprising business

men. The great-grandfathers of our subject, on

both the paternal and maternal side, were natives

of Germany, and in the same vessel emigrated to

America in Colonial days, locating in Virginia.

Peter Songer, the grandfather, became a pioneer

of Ohio seventy-five years ago, and died upon the'

farm which he there developed. The father, Lewis

vSonger, was born in Virginia, October 19, 1812,

and at the age of three years was taken by iiis

parents to Ohio, where hej remained until seven-

teen years of age. At that time he came with an

older brother and his mother to Illinois, locating

near Danville, then a. small Indian trading-post.

Indians were still numerous in the neighborhood,

nearly all the land belonging to the Government,

and few, indeed, were tlie improvements made.

Mr. Songer secured a claim on the Vermilion

River, built a log cabin, and began the develop-

ment of a farm. In those early daj-s he expe-

rienced many hardships and privations such as are

incident to pioneer life. On one occasion he ran

a flat-boat down to New Orleans, and while stop-

ping in a hotel at Natchez, a cyclone demolished

the building, and he was one of only two who

escaped alive.

Lewis Songer married Catherine Daniel, of War-

ren Count}', Ind., and through her influence they

returned to the Hoosier State, where they made

their home for eighteen ye^rs. He then went

back to Vermilion County, His wife died in 1855,

after which he married Matilda Houston, who is

still living in Vermilion County, 111., where the

death of Mr. Songer occurred February 16, 1877.

In connection with farming, he worked at his trade

as a millwright throughout much of his life. He

had educated himself by the fireplace, and by his

own efforts became a well-in formed man. He pos-

sessed excellent business abilit}', and was very suc-

cessful in his undertakings. ,

Ten children were born of the first marriage:

Perry died in 1863; Julian died Januarj' 2, 1870;

Juliet, twin sister of Julian, is the wife of Wil-

kison Cane, of Fountain County, 111.; Mrs. Martha

Mawhor died in Kansas; Mary became the wife of

J.T. Brady, and died in Vermilion Count}-; George

W. is the next younger; Rlioda Ann died at the

age of three years; A. M. is a merchant of Ver-

milion County; Lewis Jefferson resides in Kansas;

and Catherine died in La Salle County in 1887.

The children born of the second marriage were Wal-

ter Scott, who makes his home in Albion, 111.; and

Harley, who died in infancy. The father of this

family was a member of the Christian Church, and

took a zealous interest in its work. In politics, he

was a Democrat in early life, but voted for Abra-

ham Lincoln, and from that time on affiliated with

the Republican party.

We now take up tlie personal history of George

W. Songer, who was born in Warren County, Ind.,

Jlay 12, 1846. His father was crippled when our

subject was only ten years of age, and the burden

of the farm work fell upon the sons. George en-

gaged in farming from ten until seventeen years

of age, and then, running away from home, en-

listed on the 18th of October, 1863, in La P^ayette,

Ind., as a member of Company G, Fifty-first In-

diana Infant!'}'. He joined the regiment at Chat-

tanooga, Teun., and soon after participated in the

battle of Missionary Ridge. The next spring he

participated in the battle of Catersville, and from

that time on was in active service. In ]\Iay, 1864, he

started on the Atlanta campaign, and was in the

battles of Peach Tree Creek, Kenesaw Mountain

and Atlanta. He then returned to Nashville and

Decatur, Ala., and then under Gen. Thomas met

Hood's army. His regiment lost heavil\- in a

hand-to-hand conflict at Franklin, and participated
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in the siege of Nashville; it later followed Hood

to Athens, Ala., and afterward went into winter

quarters at Iliintsville. At Nashville, Mr. Songer

was taken with ty|)hoid fever, and never rejoined

the regiment, which went to Texas. He received

his discharge in Indianapolis in September, 1865.

He was then only nineteen j-ears of age. He was

wounded in the arm by a rebel bullet at N.ashville,

and several holes were shot through his clothes,

but up to the time of his illness he was alwa3's

readj' to stack arms with his company. On enter-

ing the battle of Franklin, his company numbered

sixty-three men, but after the fight at Nashville,

fifteen days later, only thirty-two answered the

roll-call, the rest having been killed, wounded or

taken sick.

"When the war was over, Mr. Songer returned to

AVarren County, Ind., and soon afterward went

to Vermilion County, 111., where he engaged in

farming until 1875. He also took a contract with

the railroad for supplying timber for bridges from

AVatseka to Danville in 1871 and 1872. In Feb-

ruar}', 1882, he began the manufacture of tile in

Danville. In May of the following 3'ear, he came

to Iroquois County and located at Cissna Park.

Where now stands his present factory was then a

frog pond. Mis factory is the finest and most thor-

oughly equipped in this part of the county, and is

supplied with the latest improved machinery. The

tile manufactured is of a superior qualitv, and

during 1891 over one million one hundred thou-

sand were manufactured. The business is con-

stantly increasing, and has become one of the im-

portant concerns of this community, furnishing

employment to some twenty-eight men.

In !Mareh, 1868, in -Warren County, Ind., Mr.

Songer wedded .Samantha Murphy, and unto tliem

have been lx)rn seven children: Frank C, who was

born in Vermilion County-, is now in business

with his father; Ora P., Isaac Russell, Jesse E., Le-

roy, Mary N. and George L. are still under the

parental roof. The children have received good

educational advantages, and the familj' is an in-

telligent and interesting one, of which the parents

may well be proud.

Socially, Mr. Songer is a member of G. H. Nceld

Post No. 570, (t. A. R., of Cissna Park, and has

been honored with all of its offices. His wife

holds membership with the Methodist[;Episcopal

Church, and he contributes liberally to its sup-

port. Politically, he is a Democrat. He is the

President of the Village Board, is President of the

Building and Loan Association, and is a member

of the School Board. He is also connected with

the Masonic fraternity and the Knights of Pythias.

Mr. Songer is well known throu<;hout this county,

and is held in the highest esteem by all who know

him. His success has been achieved through his

own efforts, and stands as a monument to his thrift

and enterprise. For about a month each year Mr.

Songer travels, and has visited almost all the

places of interest in this countiy. He has visited

the old battle-fields of the war, and has brought

home many interesting relics, having a piece of

shot fired by the British at Gen. Jackson, and pieces

of shot, shell and bullets from fields where he

fought. He is a pleasant, genial gentleman, and

his travels and the interesting manner in which he

recounts his reminiscences make him an entertain-

ing and agreeable companion.

—J- =^^>^^<|

ARRISON MILLER, a jjiominent and well-

known farmer and stock-raiser who resides

on section 22, Ridgeland Township, claims

Ohio as the State of liis nativity. He
was born in AVarren County, on the 4th of

August, 1822, and is a son of Samuel and Phcebe

(Lincoln) Miller. The mother of our subject, who
was an own cousin to President Lincoln, was.

called to her final rest in 1845. The father long

survived her, passing awa3' in 1880. Both were

members of the Methodist Church, and were peo-

ple of many excellencies of character which won

tliem the love and confidence of all. The family

of this worthy couple numbered five children, the

eldest of whom is our subject; Emily is now the

wife of John ISIonfort, a carpenter residing in

Lebanon, Ohio; Eusebia is the widow of AA^'illiam

Frazee and makes her home in California; and

two sons died in infancy.

Harrison Miller, wliose nunie heads this record,
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was reared to manhood in the usual manner of

farmer lads, aiding his father in the labors of tlie

fields during the summer months, while in the

winter season he attended the district schools of

the neighborhood until nearl}' twenty years of

age. On attaining his majority he started out in

life for himself and lias since been dependent

upon his own resources. He first learned the

trade of a cooper, which he followed in Ohio until

1850^ In that year he went to Peru, Ind., where

he remained until 1857, when he left there

and came to Illinois, locating in Ridgeland Town-

ship, Iroquois County. He purchased eighty

acres of land from the Government, and upon the

farm which he there developed and improved

made his home for seven jears. On the expira-

tion of that period he purchased one hundred and

twenty acres of land on section 22 of the same

township, constituting the farm on which he now
resides and which has since been his home. In

addition to general farming he raises stock, mak-

ing a specialty of breeding fine Jersey cattle.

It was on the 10th of February, 1847, that Mr.

Miller was united in marriage with Miss Sarah,

daughter of James and Sarah (Pliaras) Kii-by.

Kiight children were born of this union, but their

first child died in infancy. James P., who follows

farming, is a resident of Ridgeland Township;

Frank M. is engaged in agricultural pursuits in

Allen County, Kan.; Laura is the wife of Harvey

Richard, who is engaged in farming in Ridgeland

Township; Samuel C. follows the same vocation

in Onarga Township; Charles L. is a baggageman

on the Illinois Central Railroad and makes his

home in Chicago; William W. died in infancy-; and

Louis E. is at home.

Mr. Miller exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Republican party, and, .as every

true American citizen should do, manifests a com-

mendable interest in political affairs, although he

has never been .an ofBcc-seeker. However, he has

filled the position of Pathmaster and Road Com-
missioner, discharging his duties with promptness

and fidelit}'. Himself and wife are members of

the Presbyterian Church. Industry and enter-

prise have been numbered among the chief char-

acteristics of Mr. ISIiller and have brought him a

well-deserved success. His possessions have all

been gained through his own labors and arc as a

monument to his thrift and energv.

I^OBERT JACKSON GEDDES, one of the

IniT
^^If-'i'fif''-^ ™6" ^"cl practical and progress-

is\ \ ive farmers of Ash Grove Township, resid-

ing on section 36, claims Ohio as the State

of his nativity'. He was born in Troy Township,

Tuscarawas County, on the 14th of M.arch, 1841,

and is of Scotch descent. His boyhood days were

passed in the usual manner of farmer lads and he

w.as early inured to the hard labors of the farm, but

thereby developed a selfrelisince and force of

character which have proved of incalculable bene-

fit to him in later years. He attended school only

during the winter season, when the work upon the

farm was over. Under the parental roof, he re-

mained until he had attained his m.ajority, when

he started out in life for himself, working by the

month for $12. This was in DeKalb Count}', Ind.,

whither his parents had removed when he was

fourteen j'ears of age.

After working for one man three yearS, Mr.

Geddes came to Iroquois County, 111., in Julj'

1863, and four jears later purchased land on sec-

tion 35, Ash Grove Township, a tract of fort}'

acres of wild prairie. With characteristic energy,

he began its development, and in course of time the

unimproved tract was transformed into rich and

fertile fields. The boundaries of his farm have

since been greatly extended, until now three hun-

dred and twenty acres of rich land pa}' tribute to

his care and cultivation and he follows general

farming and stock-raising with good success.

Returning to DeKalb County, Ind., JNIi'. Geddes

was married, on the 18tli of November, 1865, to

Miss Harriet Robinett, a native of Holmes County,

Ohio, who with her parents removed to DeKalb

County, where the days of her maidenhood were

passed. Ten children gr.aced their union, of whom
nine are now living: Elva L., wife of Walter

Baker, a farmer of Ash Grove Township; Letta D.,

wife of John Hawthorne, an agriculturist of the
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same township; John Curtis and Arthur Wilson, at

home; Mary E., wife of Sam Mayhew, of Fountain

Creelv; Hattie, wlio is keeping house for her father;

Nanc.v Jane, Robert Nye and Annis. One child

died in infancy. The mother of this family was

called to her final rest on the 2Utli of November,

1882, and was interred in Amity Church Cemetery.

She was a faithful member of the Tnited Brethren

Church, and her loss was mourned by many friends

as well as by her immediate family.

In 1868, Mr. Geddes cast his first Presidential

vote for Gen. Grant and has since been a stalwart

supporter of the Republican party. He often at-

tends its conventions and in an early day he heard

an address of Stephen A. Douglas. His residence

in the count}' covers a period of twenty-nine years,

during which time he has by good management,

enterprise and well-directed efforts achieved suc-

ess and won a comfortable competence. He gives

liberally to church and charital)le work and well

merits the high esteem in which he is held as a

citizen and neighbor.

3.5..j.4..5.i^^'.5..j..{..5.C

\ll ^ EXRY J. CALKINS, a prominent business

[r ji. man, now resides on section 12, Prairie

''^^'' Green Township, where he owns and

(§§)) operates four hundred and forty acres of

valuable land. This is-under a high state of culti-

vation and yields to him a golden tribute in

return for his care and labor. The many improve-

ments upon the place indicate his thrift and enter-

prise, and its neat ajjpearance denotes the supervi-

sion of a careful manager. His home is a beautiful

country residence.

Mr. Calkins is a native of Litchlield County,

Conn. He was born on the 6th of November,

1839, and is a son of Jeremiah and Judith (Max-

field) Calkins. His father w.is born in the Nutmeg
State, January 15, 1807, and died November 3,

1850, at the age of forty-three years. He was

reared to the occupation of farming, and was edu-

cated in a log schoolhouse of primitive construc-

tion. Tlie seats were made of slabs, supported on

wooden pins, and a long writing-desk in the back

of the room served for the large scholars. I n

1845, when our subject was a lad of seven years,

Jeremiah Calkins removed with his family to

IHster County, N. Y., and changed his avocation

to that of an extensive collier. There through

the intrigue and chicanery of a man in whom he

reposed the utmost confidence, he lost his entire

fortune .and had to begin life anew. He was a

man of indomitable will, of sterling integrity, and
his word was as good as his bond. Of the Methodist

Episcopal Church he was a faithful member, and
in order to be present at Divine worship, he would
often walk for six miles to the place of meeting.

He was beloved bj- all who knew him, and his

death was deeply mourned. His wife, a native of

Connecticut, w.is born March 12, 1818, and died

December 12, 1839, during the infancy of our

subject. The family numbered four children, two
sons and two daughters. The brother is now de-

ceased. Caroline is the wife of Hiram St. John,
wlio is now living retired in Watseka; and Luc-

inda ^I. is the widow of Nathan Chaffee. She

now resides in Prairie Green Township. The
Calkins family was founded in America by three

brothers of English birth, who in Colonial da3s
emigrated to this country. One of them was the

grandfather of our subject.

Henry J. Calkins spent the first seven yeais of

his life in the county of his nativitj-, and then re-

sided in Ulster County, N. Y., until eighteen years

of age. At that time he determined to try his

fortune in the West, and in August, 1856, havino-

bade good-bye to his old home and friends, started

for Illinois. He made his first location in La Salle

County, where he worked for a time at the black-

smith's trade, which he had learned in the East.

On landing in Illinois he had only fifteen cents in

his pocket, but he possessed energy and enterprise,

and determined to win success. Like so many
others, he went to Kansas about 1859, thinking it

an Eldorado, but after two years w.as satisfied to

return to this State, where he has since made his

home. Once more he located in La Salle Count \',

where he continued to reside until 1869, when he

came to Iroquois County and purchased one hun-
dred and sixty acres of land, of which about fifty

acres had been broken. The mily biiildinir ui)on
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the place was a little board cabin, 12x20 feet.

The surrounding land was all in its primitive con-

dition, for there were few settlements in this local-

itj'. The now flourishing villages which afford

accessible markets were then unknown.

On the 1st of January, 1863, Mr. Calkins was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary J. Lockwood, a

native of Connecticut, March 27, 1842, who came

to this Stale at the age of seven years, in 1849,

with her parents, Alanson and Marj' Lockwood.

Nine children graced their union, six sons and

three daughters, but only five are yet living:

Julia, now the wife of Oliver Hamer, a farmer re-

siding in Prairie Green; Nellie, wife of Miles But-

tcrworth,who makes his home in Hoopeston; Stan-

ley. Frank and Arthur at home; Lenuie, William

H., Wilbur, and an infant are deceased. Mr. Cal-

kins has endeavored to give his children good edu-

cational advantages, and his daughters were edu-

cated in the Grand Prairie Seminary.

On attaining his majority, Mr. Calkins became

identified with the Republican party, which he

supported until 1884, when he espoused the cause

of the Prohibition party. He is now one of its

warm advocates, and does all in his power to aid

in the temperance cause. No enterprise calculated

to prove of public benefit seeks his aid in, vain.

With the interests of this community he has been

prominently identified. For six years lie served

as Justice of the Peace, and has filled the office of

School Director for the long term of fifteen years.

Mr. Calkins was one of the organizers, and himself

and wife are faithful and devoted members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church of Pleasant Hill.

They have also been interested in Sunday-school

•work, and have attended its institutes. He is a

man of generous, noble impulses, charitable and

benevolent, and the poor and needy find in him a

warm friend.

In addition to his excellent farm, Mr. Calkins

owns a good store in Ambia, Ind., only six and a-

half miles from his home, and also the building in

which it is located. It is a brick and stone struc-

ture, 44x100 feet, and two stories in height, the

upper story being a well-arranged opera-hall.

This was erected in 1891. It is furnished with a

full and complete stock of general merchandise.

including Avy goods, groceries, hats and caps,

boots and shoes, queensware, and every commod-
ity which goes to make u'p a flist-class establish-

ment of this kind. Mr. Calkins is also Secretary

of the Farmers' Co-operative Grain Association,

which has a large grain elevator in Ambia, erected

at a cost of $13,000. The volume of business

done in 1891 amounted to over $250,000. Mr.

Calkins is a man of excellent business ability,

sagacious and enterprising, and he has Ihe con-

fidence and high regard of all with whom he has

been brought in contact.

/ ^*^'

NTONI ANi. GKBIIARD OLTMANNS,
importers and breeders of German coach

horses of Watseka,are natives of German j',

and the sons of John W. Oltmanns, who
died iu his native country, Germany, in 1878.

The familj' numbered eight children, five of whom
are yet living: Oilman V., who is a partner in the

business, was born February 18, 1851; Ottoiine,

December 28, 1854; Johann A., November 2,

1857; Antoni, August 8, 1861; and (iebhard, De-

cember 3, 1864. The three eldest children reside

in or near Leer, German}', having never crossed

the Atlantic to America, and with the exception

of Gebhard all of the children are married.

Both of the gentlemen whose names head this

sketch were reared in the land of their birth. It

was in 1882 that Antoni Oltmanns, then twenty-

one years of age, bade good-bye to the Father-

land, and crossed the briny deep to the New
World. He came at once to Iroquois County, and

in 1885 embarked in the importation and breed-

ing of German coach horses and Holstein cattle.

Two years later he was joined by his brother Geb-

hard, and a partnership was formed between them.

They soon found that the cattle business was un-

profitable and abandonedit, since which time they

have given their entire attention to importing and

breeding horses. They now conduct the business

on a large scale, and keep on hand the finest

horses to be had. Their barns are located on the
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west side of tlie citj-of Watseka,and tlie Oltmanns

Bros, are known far and near among the horse

dealers of lliis country. Their Inisiness has con-

st.intly increased, and in 1891 they imported one

hundred head of horses. They cross the ocean

once or twice each year, both having made the

voyage across the briny deep eleven different

times.

These gentlemen are wide-awake and enterpris-

ing young business men who do not expect to win

wealth easily, but hope to acquire in money a

ready return for their industry and good manage-

ment. They i)Ossess keen business sagacit\', are

methodical and systematic, and it is a pleasure to

note their progress and success, for it is well de-

served. They are self-made men, and have ahead}-

gained for themselves a place among the substan-

tial citizens of Watseka.

^I'UDGK SAMUEL WILLIAMS, who resides

on section 30, Belmont Township, has for

half a century made his home in this county

and is one of the prominent and influential

citizens. His name is inseparably connected with

its history, as he has witnessed almost its entire

growth and has aided largelv in its upbuilding and

development. To the honored pioneers who came

liere in an early day the county owes a debt of

gratitude which can never be repaid. Among
these is numbered the gentleman whose name heads

tins record; and this work would be incomplete

without his sketch.

The Judge was born in Adams County, Ohio,

.luly 11, 1820, and comes of an old family of JLary-

hind. His grandfather, Capt. John Williams, re-

moved from that State to Adams County, Ohio,

being accompanied by his son Thomas, the father of

our subject, who was then a lad of four years. The

familj- numbered four sons and two daughters.

Tliomas, the eldest, was born in Maryland in 1797,

.nnd was reared to manhood amid the wild scenes

of frontier life in Ohio. Adams County was then

an almost unimproved wilderness. His educational

advantages were very meagre, but by study in his

leisure hours he acquired an excellent education

and for twenty jears engaged in teaching. While

assisting in a liouse-raising he met with an acci-

dent which crippled him, and after thus losing the

use of his limbs he took up the teacher's profession,

in order to support himself and his family. Before

he was thus disabled he w,as married in Adams

County, the lady of his choice being Miss Elizabeth

Swim. .She was a native of Kentucky, born'Jan-

uarj- 2,1800. Her grandfatiier was a Revolutionary

hero who valiantlj- aided the colonies in their

struggle for independence. He went to Kentucky

with Daniel Boone, the noted hunter and explorer.

When a young girl of about six years, Mrs.

Williams went to Champaign County, Ohio, and

afterward accompanied her parents to Adams

County. During her girlhood she met with quite

an experience, herself and a younger brother and

sister being carried off during a sudden freshet

caused bj- a water-spout. The three children, seeing

that the water was rising rapidly, fled for safety and

took refuge upon the roof of a sheep stable. The

water rose, and the building to whicli they were

clinging was swept along by the current for a dis-

tance of eighty rods, when it struck a large syca-

more tree and fell to pieces and the children came

down in the debris. This occurred about sunset, and

the two sisters and brother, together with tlieir

shepherd dog, had to remain upon the ruins of tlie

old shed, there kept prisoners by the flood. During

the night the water somewhat subsided and the

next morning about daybreak they were rescued

by the father. The mother of the Judge was the

eldest of the children, and thus upon her devolved

the task of caring for and comforting the younger

ones.

It w.as in 183fi that the parents of our subject

emigrated with their family to Illinois. They made

the journey by ox-team and settled near Rockford,

when that cit}' contained but one cabin on either

side of the river. Six years later the}' came to

Iroquois Count}', locating east of Watseka on what

is now the County Poor Farm. There were a fevv

log cabins, but the county was sparsely settled and

the Williams family are numbered among the pio-

neers. Mr. Williams entered land from the Gov-

ernment and himself and wife resided uiwn the
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farm for some years. In Ohio he had served as

Justice of the Peace for j^ears and for three terms

was County Assessor and on coming to Iioquois

County served as Countv Superintendent. In poli-

tics lie was a Jackson-Democrat. In earl^' life he

became identified with the INIethodist Episcop.al

Church and was ever afterward one of its consistent

members. His home was often a place of meeting in

those earl}' days and he labored long and earnestly

in the Master's vineyard. He was one of Nature's

noblemen and the high regard of all was his. Dur-

ing the last ten years of liis life he was quite feeble

and made his home with our subject. He passed

awa}' August 18, 1857, and his remains were laid

to rest in Belmont Cemeterj-. His wife departed

this life in 1880. Slie was a most estimable lady, a

worthy helpmate of her husband, and her many ex-

cellencies of character won her the love of all.

The "Williams family numbered the following

children: Samuel of this sketch; John, who died in

Iowa; William, a resident of Watscka; Josiah, who
makes his home in Watseka; Thomas, a farmer of

Eelm.ont Township; Harve}' F., a ranchman of

Wyoming; Melissa, who died in 1846, at the age of

eighteen years; Susanna, wife of Simeon Downing
of Butler County, Iowa; Mary, who died in 1835,

at the age of nineteen years; and Elizabeth Ann,

wife of Justus Smith, of Milford.

Judge Williams spent the first fifteen years of

his life in his native State and then came with his

parents to Illinois. From that time all of the

family care and responsibility rested upon his

shoulders. However, he was greatly .assisted by

his mother, a thoughtful woman of much ability

and force of character, but he had entire charge of

the outdoor work. He m.ade a claim and developed

a farm in Winnebago County before the land came

into market. He acquired his education in the

public schools and under his father's direction. At
the age of twenty-five years, he desired to follow

some other pursuit than that of agriculture, and

learned the carpenter's trade, at which he worked

for a short time. In 1844 he purchased his present

homestead, then comprising one hundred and

twenty' acres of wild and unimproved land. His

first home was a frame building, 14x22 feet. This

is still standing and yet forms a part of his resi-

dence. As soon as possible however, he made sul

stantial improvements upon the farm, which haj

now been his home for almost half a century. Witl

characteristic energ}' he began the developmenS

of his land and where once was wild prairie, fertil*

fields soon yielded to him abundant harvests. H(

prospered in his undertakings and as his financial re-

sources were increased he added to his land from

time to time until he is now the owner of one

thousand acres. He started out in life for himself

with 'only 162.50 and with that as a nucleus he has

gathered together his present large fortune, which

is a well-deserved reward of his industrious and

persevering efforts.

On the 26th of March, 1846, near Woodland.

Mr. Williams was united in marriage with Miss

Catherine, daughter of Isaac Body, who removed

from Mifflin Countj', Pa., to Indiana in 1830, liv-

ing in Covington. About ten years later became

with his family to Iroquois County. His daughter

was born in Pennsylvania, and was about four

years old when they left the Keystone State. Four

sons have been born unto Judge and Mrs. Williams,

all born and reared on the home farm. Josiah G. is

now Cashier of the Citizens' Bank of Watseka;

George jM., a resident of Woodland, manages the

home farm; John S. resides in Belmont Township,

but is now in California for his health; Frank L. is

living near the old homestead. The children were

all provided with good educational advantages, at-

tending the Onarga Seminary after completing the

course in the common schools.

In connection with his farming operations, Mr.

Williams has been connected with several other

business interests. He aided in the organization

of the First National Bank in Watseka, and was

m.ade its first President. He is now a stockholder

and Vice-president of the Citizens' Bank. He owns
a store in Woodland, which is operated under the

firm name of Williams & Goodjear. He also

owns an elevator and creameiy at that place, both

of which receive a liberal patronage and are doing

a good business. In 1876 he laid off the village of

Woodland on a part of his farm, and at the same

time built the Methodist Episcopal Church, to the

support of which he has contributed liberally, him-

self and wife being amonijits active members.
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In the early ila^s of the county, Mr. Williams

held a number of offices. He was elected Justice

of the Peace about 1850, and held the position for

about twelve years. He was also a member of the

Board of Supervisors for ten 3'earsandin 1860 was

elected Judge of the County Court, which position

he held four years. Since than he has never held

office, preferring to devote his tune to other inter-

ests. He cast his first vote for James K. Polk, in

support of the Democratic part\', until the time of

the slavery troubles in Nebraska. He was a mem-
ber of the first committee that organized the Re-

l)ublican party in Iroquois County. He voted for

Fremont, its first Presidential candidate, in 1856,

and was one of its active workers for manj' years,

but, on account of his temperance principles, now
attiliates with the Prohibition party. The Judge is

now practicall3' living a retired life, having laid

aside all business cares except that he supervises

his interests. In a comfortable home on his farm,

where he has lived for fifty years, he expects to

s[iond his remaining days. No citizen of Iroquois

Countj^ is more widely or favorably known than

he. His upright, honorable life, the prominent part

he h.as taken in public works, the aid he has given to

enterprises calculated to promote the general wel-

fare, have all won for him the high regard and

confidence of his fellow-townsmen, and the respect

and esteem he receives are iustlv his.

^l-^ ENIIY UPSALL, the pioneer jeweler, has

\vji engaged longer in his line of business in

ilW^ Watseka than any other of its residents.

(^) He is regarded as one of the enterprising

and progressive citizens of the community, and a

leading business man. As such, we are pleased to

present this record of his life to our readers. He

was born in the town of ]5ennington, near Boston,

Lincolnshire, England, on the 2.5th of December,

1830, and is a son of Henry and Maria (Wallhead)

Upsall. His i)arents were born, reared and died

in Lincolnshire. Their family numbered eight

children, as follows: Richard, the eldest, married

Betsy Barton, and still resides in Lincolnshire;

Henr}' is the next ^-ounger; John, who came to

America in 1856, was a soldier of the late war,

serving as a member of the Twelfth Indiana In-

fantry for ninet}- days; he afterward enlisted as

a substitute and died in Cairo, 111., from disease

contracted in the service; William went to Aus-

tralia, where he was married, and still resides; Mary

Ann died in England; Betsy resides in Australia;

Susan died in England, in the spring of 1892;

and Eliza, the 3'oungest, also died in England

when about eighteen years of age.

Henry Upsall learned the trade of a jeweler and

watch-maker in his native country, and emigrated

to America in 1856. On coming to the United

States, ho first worked in Ft. Wa^-ne, Ind., with

Messrs. Meyer & Graff. After the breaking out of

the late war, he enlisted on the 24tli of October,

1862, as a member of the Twenty-third Indiana

Battery, but was discharged on the 23d of April,

1862, on account of physical disability caused by

a fall from a caisson, while on duty. Returning

to Indiana, he again woiked at his trade in War-

saw of that State, being in the employ of John

Lane for four years. He then bought some land,

and was eng.aged in agricultural pursuits until

1866, when, having satisfied himself that he was

not cut out for a granger, he sold his farm, and

resumed work with Mr. Lane.

On the 23d of February, 1858, Mr. Upsall was

united in marriage in Swan Township, Noble

County, Ind., with Miss Margaret F\ilk, who was

born in that township, and is a daughter of Solo-

mon Fulk. She died in May, 1869, leaving three

children, while Solomon, another child, had died

in illfanc3^ VAiza Jane became the wife of John

Pittson, and is a resident of Iroquois. Joanna

is the wife of Lewis Ballou, who resides in Chicago,

and is employed as conductor on the Chicago &
Eastern Illinois Railroad. John W. is employed

in his father's store in Watseka. On the 1st of

May, 1870, Mr. Upsall was again married, in Bour-

bon, Ind. His present wife was Mrs. Mary Jane

McCarron, and a daughter of Henry II. Baxter, of

Bourbon. She was born in Greenfield, Ohio, and

is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

Soon after his second marriage, in 1870, Mr,

Upsall removed to Watseka, III., and in July of
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that year established business in that city in a

small way. Bj' industry and integritj', he gradu-

ally increased his business and acquired property,

until at this writing he is one of the substantial

business men of Watseka, and has probably the

largest and best stock of goods in his line to be

found in the county. He owns liis business house

and residence, and a second business building situ-

ated just east of the First National Bank. He also

has forty acres of land in Lincoln Township, New-

ton County, Ind.

In 1874, Mr. Upsall made a visit to his parents

at the old home in England, which was an event

in his life and theirs. They were very much ad-

vanced in 3'ears and were made happj' over the

return of one son, while they mourned the loss of

the other sou who had accompanied his brother to

America so many years before. Since then, both

parents have passed awaJ^ The father died in

1883, at the advanced age of eight3'-nine years, and

the mother was called to her final rest in 1887, at

the age of eighty-flve years.

FREDERICK SCHROEDER. We wish to

add to the old settlers' recoid and the his-

torj' of the prominent citizens of Iroquois

County the name of one of the enterprising and

well-to-do farmers of Martin ton Township, Mr.

Schroeder, who resides on section 1. He is a

native of Prussia, Germany, having been born May
8, 1842. His father, Joseph Schroeder, was a farmer

of Prussia, and there spent his entire life, his

death occurring in 1855. The famil}' numbered

ten children, four sons and six daughters. The

brothers all came to this countr}-, but two are now
deceased. Joseph S., the eldest, is now a promi-

nent farmer of this county; John became a farmer

of Blichigan and died in that State; Christian, who

was a shoemaker by trade, died in Chicago.

Frederick Schroeder, the 3'oungest son, spent

the first fifteen years of his life in his native land.

He attended the public schools and acquired a

good education. In 1857 he badegood-bve to his

old home and sailed for America, taking passage

on a vessel which left Hamburg and after about

thirty days dropped anchor in the liarbor of New
York. This was about the 1st of May. Mr.

Schroeder at once made his way to Chicago and

joined his brother Joseph, who several years pre-

vious had located in Cook County. He then be-

gan working on a farm by the month, being thus em-

ployed during the summer season, while in the win-

ter he attended the English schools. The spring of

1862 witnessed his arrival in L'oquois County,

when he joined his brother Joseph, who had here

purchased a farm, working for him eight 3'ears.

In 1866 he bought a tract of land of forty acres

adjoining that of his brother, and about two 3'ears

later bovight an additional eighty acres, all being

wild prairie land. In 1870 he located thereon

and began the development and improvement of a

farm.

On April 16. 1870, at the home of his brother

Mr. Schroeder was united in marriage with Miss

Catherine Landsman, a native of German3', who,

came to this county with her parents when

quite j'oung. The 3'oung couple began their do-

mestic life upon the farm which Mr. Schroeder

had previously purchased. As the years passed

he placed it under a high state of cultivation, and

also extended its boundaries, until it now com-

prises two hundred and forty acres of richly- im-

proved land which yields to him a golden tribute

in return for the care and cultivation he bestows

upon it. His home is a substantial and conimo-

ious residence recently erected, and his large barn,

granar3' and other outbuildings are models of con-

venience, and indicate the thrift and enterprise of

the owner. His is one of the best-improved

farms in this township. The success of Mr
Schroeder is all due entirely to his own efforts, for

he started out in life for himself a poor bo3', his

onh' capital being enterprise and industry-, but by

his labors he has accumulated a large and valua-

ble propert3'.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder have been born

six children, four sons and two daughters: John

W., the eldest, now assists his father in the

cultivation of the home farm; Louisa is a resident

of Chicago; Frank, Emma, William and Benjamin.
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They also lost one ebild. Hulda. who died at the

age of six years.

Mr. Schroeder is identified with the Demo-
ci.itif party, lie cast his first Presidential vote

(•v Ahraiiam Lincoln, and supported the Repuhli-

(.111 i)arty until 18f<4, when he joined the Denioc-

1 acy. He takes quite an active part in local poli-

tii s. has served as Road Comraissioner, Drainage

( I mimissioner, and in other official positions of

li'iiior and trust. He has been a member of the

>rhooi Board, and is a warm friend to the puhlic-

srhdol system. Himself and wife were both

nnrcd in the Lutheran Church, but of later years

tluy have adhered to the faith of the Spiritual-

i-t>. Mr. Sclirocder has long been a resident of

this county, and is widely and favorabh- known.

J
His duties of citizenship are always faithfully per-

' formed, and he is a man of sterling character.

•^

' ULIUS C. ROSE was born in Oswego County,

N. Y., Maj- 14, 1828, and was a son of Syl-

vester M. Rose, a native of Massachusetts,

born in 1794. When a young man of

twenty-one, his father removed to New York, and

there engaged in farming and school teaching

until thirty-two years of age. He was a great

reader, a life-long student, and after he had

reached the age of three-score yeai-s and ten he

made a study of chemistry. He was married in

New Y(>rk to Marj^ Earle, a native of the Empire

State, and they made their home in Oswego

County. His wife died at the age of forty-one

years. Five sons were born of that union who
grew to mature years, but all are now deceased.

Carolan and Carlton both died in early manhood;

Courtland dieii in Michigan; Julius died in this

county; and Lyman M. spent his last days in Illi-

nois. The father outlive<l all his family and died

in Iroquois County in 1881, at the age of eighty-

seven years.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

public schools. At the age of sixteen, he broke

his leg, and as this prevented his working on the

farm, he began teaching at the age of seveuteeu,

and continued that occupation at intervals until

twenty-five years of age. On attaining his ma-

jority, lie went to L\-ons, N. Y., and with a part-

ner ran a book-store for some two years. AVhen

about twent_v-four years of age, he came to Indi-

ana, locating m LaFa\-ette, Tippecanoe County,

in 1852. He there engaged in teaching school for

two terms, and among his students was Miss

Rhoda K. Justice, born February 1), 1835, in Chilli-

cothe, Ohio, whom he made his wife July 3, 1853.

She had emigrated to Indiana when five years of

age with her parents, who settled near La Fa3ette.

They resided in La Fayette until March, 1860,

when they stxirted with teams to Iroquois County.

During this journey the wagon stuck fast in a

slough between this place and Loda, and had to

be pulled out by ox-teams. For three \ears he

rented land and then purchased a farm near

Cissna Park, where he resided for two years. He
then [)urchased the old farm on which his family

yet resides, buying thirteen hundred acres of

land, the greater part of which was stiU in its

primitive condition. _ Only sixty acres had been

placed under the plow and a log cabin constituted

almost the entire improvements.^gjThe county was

full of wild deer, ducks and geese. He gave his

entire attention to farming and stock-raising, and
did an extensive business in shipping stock.

Mr. Rose held a number of public offices and
was Township Treasurer at the time of his death.

He took a great interest in educational matters

and the schools found in him a great friend. He
was a man of excellent business ability, and by

his fair dealing and well-directed efforts acquired

a handsome property, leaving to his family a good

home. He was a faithful member of the Chris-

tian Church, and his wife holds membership with

the Methodist Episcopal Church. His death oc-

curred February. 23, 1877, when the community

mourned the loss of one of its best citizens.

Mrs. Rose still resides on the home farm, and

in her management of affairs display's excellent

business and executive ability. In the family

were the following children: Sarah, who was

born in Indiana and died in that State in infancy;

Sylvester, a prominent resident of Cissna Park,

whose sketch is given below; Mary, who died in
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her third 3"ear; Martha J., who was educated at

Lebanon, Ohio, and in Onarga Seminary, and suc-

cessfully engaged in teaching; Elizabeth, who was

educated at Greer College, of Hoopeston, and has

followed teaching for two years, is in the South-

ern Normal College at Bloomfield, Iowa; Bertha,

who died at the age of four years; William, at

home; Liiella, who has engaged in teaching for

four years; and Arthur, who is still with his

mother.

ILTON M. MEACHAM, dealer in drugs,

medicines, paints, oils, etc, of Buckle\-, has

carried on business in this line for twenty

years. He was born in Franklin Count3%

Ohio, on the 11th of February, 1827, and is the

third in order of birth in a family of four children

whose parents were Riley and Hannah (Baldwin)

Meacham. The father was a native of Massachu-

setts and the mother of New York. In an early

day they emigrated Westward, locating in the

midst of the wilderness of Ohio, and amidst the

wild scenes of frontier life their children were

reared. The two eldest, Aurelia A. and Lawrence

L., are both now deceased, but our subject has one

sister yet living, Roxanna R. The parents have

both been deceased for man}' years.

Upon his father's farm in the Buckeye State,

the subject of this sketch was reared to manhood.

His education was acquired in the public schools,

which he attended through the winter season,

while in the summer months he worked in the

fields. On the 6th of September, 1853, he led to

the marriage altar Miss Emma A. Benton, daughter

of Eliacum and Betsy (Meacham) Benton. Four

children were born to their union, as follows:

Frank B., born July 11, 1854, was married to

Miss Lenora AVhite, and with his family resides in

Sioux Falls, S. Dak. They have three children:

Charles M., Lulu and Grigsby. Riley, born Decem-

ber 8, 1856, died at the age of eight months. An-

geline A., born August 30, 1858, is the wife of W.

A. Haney, a resident of Buckley. Edwin M., born

March 26, 1866, completes the family.

It was in April, 1864, that Mr. Meacham left

Ohio, and came with his family to Illinois. He
made bis first location in Ash Grove Township,

Iroquois County, where he resided for about two

3'ears. He then came to*Buckley and was engaged

in carpentering for two years, but afterward fol-

lowed farming for a time. In 1872, he opened a

drug store, and has continued in this line of busi-

ness since. His stock consists of drugs, medicines,

paints, oils, books, stationery and druggist's sund-

ries. He has enjo}'ed a good trade from the be-

ginning, and has a liberal patronage, which yields

him a good income.

Mr. Meacham has frequently been called upon

to serve in public positions of honor and trust.

He filled the office of Justice of the Peace for

eight years, was also Town Clerk, and for four

years served as Supervisor. At this writing, in the

fall of 1892, he is President of the Village Board

of Trustees. The prompt and faithful manner in

which he has ever discharged his official duties has

led to his fretpient re-election, and has won him

the high commendation of all, whether opposed

to him politically or not. Mr. Meacham exercises

his right of franchise in support of the Democratic

party. He is a man of sterling worth, a straight-

forward business man, and during the twenty-

eight 3'ears of his residence in the county he has

formed a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

ARM SCHAUMBURG is the owner of an

excellent farm of one hundred and sixty

acres, pleasantly located in Milford Town-

ship, about four miles from the village of

Milford, on section 6. There he carries on general

farming and stock-raising. He grows the cereals

best adapted to this climate, and devotes much

attention to the breeding of horses. He is a lover

of the noble steed, and an excellent judge of stock.

The greater part of his land is under a high state

of cultivation, and many good improvements have

been made thereon, so that the place is now one of

the model farms of the community',
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Mr. Scbaunibiirg is a native of Prussia, Geniiany,

born on the 19th of February, 1846. His parents,

AVilhelni and Engcl (Lencrts) Schaumburo;, had a

family of seven children, but two died in infancy.

Of the remaining five, Leonard and Ludwig spent

tlieir entire lives in Germany, and are now de-

i .>:ised. The motiier and the three remaining sons,

Frantz, Harm and John, came to America about

tlie year 1858. Crossing the Atlantic, they be-

came residents of Peoria, III., and the brothers

worked on a farm in that vicinity for a few years.

Harm afterwards removed to Adams County', 111.,

and a few months later, in 1864, enlisted in the

service of his adopted country as a member of the

One Hundred and Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry.

He was assigned to Company B, and was with his

commander for about four months, when he was

mustered out. Frantz was also in the war. He
became a member of the Eleventii Illinois Cavalr3',

and served for more than three 3'ears. After being

discharged, he returned to his home near Peoria,

and married Miss Rosene, daughter of Ralph Damm.
They have a family of six living children. Joiin

was married in Minouk, and has a family of five

children.

After his return from the war, Mr. Scliaumburg

continued to engage in farm labor for some time.

On tiie 27th of January, 1871, he was joined in

wedlock with Miss Anna Lucht, daughter of Frank

and Peterke (Myer) Lucht. Her father ^is an old

sea-captain. Her mother, a native of Germany, is

now deceased. By the union of our subject and

his wife have been born twelve children, eight

sons and four daughters, and with one exception

all are yet living. William, born April 12, 1871;

Peterke Emma, July 12, 1872: Engel, January

;iO, 1874; Frederick, (Jctober 17, 1875; Wirtje,

December 31, 1876; Harm, March 26, 1878; Jonas,

Oecember 9. 1880; Frantz, June 26, 1882; Anna,

August 17. 1884; Almrtii Johanna, December 12,

1886, died on the 30th of April, 1888; Ludwig,

born September 29, 1888; and Johannus (Jerhard,

November 29, 1891.

In the spring of 1874, Mr. .'>ch.Tuml)urg came to

Iroquois County from Livingston County, 111.,

and settled on an eigiity-acre farm in Milford

Township, about five and a-lialf miles west of the

village. He there resided for nine j-ears, on the

expiration of wiiich period he sold that tract, and

bought his present farm of one hundred and sixty

acres oil section 6, Milford Township, about a mile

and a-half south of the old home. It has since

been their place of residence. Our suliject and

his wife are both members of the Lutheran Church,

and are people of sterling worth, known and

honored throughout the community. In his social

relations, he is a member of Vennum Post No.

471, G. A. R., and in hi.> political afliliations he is

a Democrat.

jp^ YLVESTER M. ROSE, the eldest son of

^^^ Julius Rose, was born on his father's

Ilil/_ji) farm near La Fayette, Ind., February 15,

1856, but at an early age came to this

county with the family'. He acquired a good edu-

cation and is a well-informed man. He experi-

enced all the hardships and trials of pioneer life,

and was earl^- inured to the hard labor of develop-

ing a new farm. At the age of twenty-six he

left home. When eighteen j'ears of age, his fa-

ther had given him his time, but he continued to

work on the old homestead. In 1881, he came to

Cissna Park, and in February of that year began

dealing in hardware and lumber as one of the

pioneer merchants of this place. In 1885, be sold

out his hardware and began dealing in grain and

coal. Two years later he sold his lumber yavd,

but reiiurchased it in 1889, and now carries on

business as a lumber, grain and coal dealer. He
built the Rose elevator, one of the largest in the

county, which has a capacity of one hundred

thousand bushels, and does an extensive business,

amounting in 1891 to $100,000. He spends part

of his time in Chicago and is connected with Will-

iam H. Cowles, a commission merchant on the

Board of Trade. He started in business with

§2,000, and has made the greater part of his posses-

sions through his own efforts.

On the 13th of February, 1889, Mr. Rose was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary, daughter of

E. (J, Hickman, and a native of Fountain Creek
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Township, this county. They have a pleasant

home in Cissna Park and are numbered among its

best citizens. Mr. Rose is a stalwart advocate of

Republican principles and has served as a mem-
ber of the Council since the organization of the

town. In business circles he ranks high, and by

his own industry' and perseverance he has worked

his way upward to a position of wealth. His life

has been one of signal success, and he is now en-

joying a well-deserved prosperity.

fOHN FERNALDjOneof tiie prominent man-

ufacturers of Lovejoy Township, is the pro-

prietor of a large tile factory, and a leading

business man, who has a wide acquaintance

throughout Iroquois County. His life record is

as follows: He w.as born in Carlisle, Cumberland

County, Pa., January 18, 1837, and is descended

from good old Revolutionarj' stock on the ma-

ternal side. His parents were Benjamin and Sarah

B. (Wright) Fernald. His father, a native of

Cape Cod, Mass., born May 28, 1792, was a boot

and shoemaker by trade, and followed that busi-

ness for sixty years. He was a soldier in the War
of 1812, and aided in the defense of Baltimore

when the British undertook to burn that city.

He died January 1, 1884. His wife, who was

born in Pennsylvania, October 28, 1799, was the

daughter of a Revolutionary soldier. Her father,

Robert Wright, lived to the advanced age of

eighty-nine years and six months, and died in

Indiana. Mrs. Fernald died in Indiana, April 4,

1869. The parents of our subject were both mem-
bers of the Presbyterian Church. Their family

numbered ten children, seven sons and three

daughters, of whom three arc yet living.

John Fernald, whose name heads this record,

spent the first nine 3'ears of his life in Carlisle,

Pa., and then, in 1846, accompanied his parents to

Clinton County, Ind., when, at the age of seven-

teen, he started out in life for himself, following

.agricultural pursuits. In 1870, he began the man-

ufacture of tile in Indiana, continuing in that line

of business for eleven years. In the meantime, he

had erected a factory in Hoopeston, investing a

capital of $6,000, and there remained for three

years, doing a successful business. On the expira-

tion of that time, he disposed of his factory and,

in company with his brother-in-law, Frank Jenkins,

built a factory in Templeton, Beiiton County, Ind.

While there the brother-in-law died. Mr. Fernald

was appointed administrator of his estate, and sold

out the business. He then located his present large

factor3' in Wellington, with a capital of §8,000. The

factory is supplied with the most modern im-

provements, and he does an excellent business.

Lately, he has given over the general manage-

ment of the large interest to his son, George

Cliester, a practical and enterprising business man,

and Mr. Fernald devotes his entire attention to

a new invention, the Columbia Tile and Brick

Machine, which is now in the hands of the proper

officers, and in a short time he expects to have a

patent thereon. For twenty-two j'ears, Mr. Fer-

nald has studied along this line, and his thought

and Labor have at length resulted in this invention

which will no doubt prove of the utmost impor-

tance and benefit to those engaged in the manu-

facture of tile. His large factory at Wellington

has a capacity of five hundred thousand tile an-

nually, and he has a large and constantly-increas-

ing trade.

On the 9th of April, 1863, Mr. Fernald mar-

ried Miss Martha Jenkins, daughter of William

and Eliza (Lock) Jenkins. The lad}' is a native

of Clinton County, Ind., born December 5, 1843.

Her father was a farmer, but followed steamboat-

ing on the Ohio River. He died at about the

age of seventy-four years. Her mother, who was

born and reared in the Buckeye State, was called

to her final rest at the early age of twenty-six

J'ears. Both were members of the Presbyterian

Church. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fernald have been

born seven children, and the family circle j'et re-

mains unbroken by the hand of Death. In order

of birth they are as follows: William J., who was

graduated from the Rush Medical College, of Chi-

cago, in 1890, in a class of ninety, is now a prac-

ticing physician and surgeon of Rantoul, 111,;

Allen B., who was graduated from the Chicago

College of Dental Surgery, is engaged in the prac-
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tice of dentistry at Galesburg, 111.; George Chester

is manager of the Wellington Tile Factor}-; Harr_v

AV. IS attending a dental school in Chicago; Asa

C. Mary B. and Mattie F. are all at home.

In his political alHliations, Mr. Fernald was a

stanch Kepublic.Tn from the time when he east his

first Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln nntil

1 888, when he joined the ranks of the Prohibi-

tion party. He ha.? long been a warm advocate

of temperance principles, and, believing prohibi-

tion to be the most important issue now before

the people, he joined the party which embodies

his principles. He is a member of the Good Tem-

plars' Society, and the cause of education finds in

him a warm friend. Himself, wife and children

are all members of the Presbyterian Church of

Wellington, and take an active interest in all

church and .Sunday-school work. The family are

classed among tlie best citizens of Iroquois County

and in social circles rank liigh.

Mr. Fernald is a man of excellent business abil-

ity, sagacious and far-sighted, and his inventive

genius is of a high order. Hand and brain have

brought him the success which has crowned his

efforts and made him one of the substantial citizens

of the communitv.

'^ASPP:R PKUTSMAN, who is engaged in

the manufacture of brick and tile, is one of

the successful and progressive business men
of Milford, and the business to which he

devotes his attention is one of its leading indus-

tries.

As Mr. Prutsman is well and favorably known
throughout Iroquois County, we feel assured that

this record of his life will prove of interest to

many of our readers. He was born near Attica, in

Fountain County, Ind., on the 12th of February,

1836, and is one of twelve children. The parents

were David and Maxej- M. (McMuUin) Prutsman,

the former a native of Pennsylv.ania and the latter

of Kentucky. Only two of the children arc now
living. The members of the family were Daniel,

,Iohn. Elizahetli, Ellen, David, Mary, Jasper, Car-

lo

oline and four who died in infancy. The father

of this family died in Indiana in 1837, when our

subject was little more than a year old. His mo-

ther continued to reside in that State until 1852,

and there reared her family. She then came to

Illinois and made her home with her son Jasper.

Our subject had no special advantages in his

3'outh, in fact, from an early age he was dependent

upon his own resources. Whatever success he has

achieved in life is due to his own efforts and

stands as a monunient to his enterprise. On com-

ing to Illinois, he entered eighty acres of land in

Prairie Green Township .and began the develop-

ment of a farm, transforming the wild tr.act into

rich and fertile fields. After nine 3'eais, he re-

moved to IMilford Township and engaged in

furnishing timber for corporations and firms, who

used great quantities of it. It was in 1872 that

he embarked in his present line of business. He es-

tablished a brick and tile factory, and is yet cann-

ing on operations in that line. From the begin-

ning success has attended his efforts and his trade

has constantly incroa,<ed. He furnished nearly all

of the brick used in building in Milford and has

had large sales elsewhere.

In 1856, Mr. Prutsman was united in inarri.age

with jMiss Lucinda Crow, daughter of David and

Mary Crow. They had a family of eight children,

six of whom are yet living: Alfred, born February

12, 1858; Mary M., April 29, 1860; Smilinda K,
February 9, 1862; Orea, March 8, 1864; Martha E.,

April 26, 1865; Frank, July 6. 1867; Arata, April 1 1,

1870, and one who died in infancy*. On the loth

of March, 1884, Mary became the wife of George

Gihbs, whose death occurred about 1888, leaving

three children, Walter G., George and Leila. By
a second marriage she has one daughter, Angle.

Socially, IMr. Prutsman is a member of IMilford

Lodge No. 168, A. F. <fe A.M., and both he and his

wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. Politically, he is a Republican, having

cast his first vote for President Lincoln. In con-

nection with his other property, he owns a desirable

farm of one hundred .and twelve acres, a half-mile

west of Milford, on which he makes his home. His

business li.as grown from a small beginning to one

of excellent proportions, in fact, his tile and brick



338 POUTKAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

yard is the largest in the county. The material

which he uses is of a superior quality and no better

tile is manufactured in this part of the countrj'.

Mr. Prutsman has now an excellent trade, which is

well deserved. He is a self-made man who started

out in life empty-handed, but bj' industry' and en-

ter|)rise overcame the obstacles in his path and

worked his way upward to success. He has ever

taken an active interest in the welfare of the com-

munity and is classed among its best citizens. Dur-

ing the late war, when many husbands and fathers

were at the front, he aided in looking after their

families and often gave then substantial assistance.

(I],—^^ERMAN SALMON, an enterprising farmer

|lfjV and valued citizen of Ash Grove Town-

ii^^ ship, residing on section 9, claims Germany

(^) as the land of his birtli. He was born in

Westphalia, near the town of Enger, on the 4th of

August, 1860. His father emigrated with his fam-

ily to America and removed from Will County,

111., to this count}' in 1875. Within a year he was

called to his final rest, and his remains were inter-

red in St. Paul's Churchyard, in AVood worth.

Mr. Salmon, whose name heads this sketch, was

brought to America when six years of age. His

education was acquired in the public and parochial

schools, he stud\-ing both in German and English.

With the family he came to Iroquois County in

187.5, and after his father's death operated the

home farm for a number of years, except for about

one year, when, at the age of sixteen, he was em-

ployed as salesman in the store of Fred W. Meyer.

About 1880. he purchased his present farm of

eighty acres and in connection with it continued

to operate the home farm until about six j-ears

ago.

The lady who is now Mrs. Salmon was in her

maidenhood Miss Lizzie Munstermann, a daugh-

ter of Henry Munstermann, who came to this

county about nineteen 3'ears ago. She was boin

in Hanover, Germany, on the 24th of April, I860)

and in the year 1873 caiqe to America, sailing

from Hamburg to New York. On the 4th of

March, 1886, she gave her hand in marriage to our

subject. By their union have been born three chil-

dren: Herman H., born .Tuly 7, 1887; Delia, March

11, 1889; and Lyd'ia, December 2, 1890. All were

born on the home farm.

Mr. Salmon now owns eight}- acres of land and

operates fort}' acres in addition. His home, newly

built, is a comfortable residence, surrounded with

good improvements, including good barns and out-

buildings, and these in turn are situated in the

midst of waving fields of grain, whose rich fertility

tells of abundant harvests. Mr. Salmon is engaged

in general farming and success has attended his

efforts. He is a sagacious and far-sighted business

man, enterprising and progressive, and his labors

have received their reward in a well-deserved pros-

perity. Religiously, he is a member of the Luth-

eran Church and has been President of the con-

gregation for three years. He served as School

Director for six yeai's and has been Collector of

the township. By his first Presidential vote, he

supported James G. Blaine in 1884, and has since

affiliated with tlie Republican party.

©-._ ]^^^[

^l AMES E. DOANE, who carries on general

farming on section 26, Ridgeland Township,

has the honor of being a native of this

State, his birth having occurred near Earl-

villc, La Salle County, on the 12th of January,

1845. His father, Corren Doane, was a native of

Cape Cod, Mass., and the family is of Scotch de-

scent. He was twice married, and by his first

union had one child. He afterward married Han-

nah Stilsou, the mother of our subject, and they

became the parents of seven children: Samuel, who

died in 1867; Robert, a retired farmer, residing in

Plainfleld, 111.; Harriet, who is living in Plainfield,

is the wife of William Austin; Carrie, wife of B.

H. Dougherty, who is engaged in agricultural pur-

suits in Onarga Township; Mary, wife of Charles

Austin, who is living in Piper City, Ford County,

111.; Bern ice, wife of P. H. Hogue, who is living

in Plainfield; and James V,, of this sketch. The
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father died in 1875, and the mollier, who survived

him fifteen years, passed awav in 1890.

Our subject spent the daj-s of his boyhood and

youth upon liis father's farm, and acquired a

good common school education, attending school

through the winter months until sixteen years of

age, while in the summer season he worked in the

fields. He remained at home until twenty years

of age, when, in ^larch, 1865. he responded to the

call for troops, and enlisted as a private of Com-

pany I, One Hundred and Fifty sixth Illinois In-

fantry. He was mustered into service at Joliet,

and thence w.as sent to Xashville. and on to Chat-

tanooga and Jlemphis, remaining in the latter

city on guard duty until .September, 1865, when

he W.1S honorably discharged.

When the country no longer needed his service,

Mr. Doane returned to his home, and worked for

his father until he had attained his majority, and

for a year afterward, being employed b\' the

month. He then rented his father's farm, which

he operated for a j'ear, when he removed to Iro-

quois Count3'. This was in 1867. He purchased

eighty acres of land on section 26, Ridgeland

Township, began its development, and has since

made his home thereon.

In January of the same year in which he came

to this county, Mr. Uoane was united in marriage

with ^liss Susan Hogue, daughter of Jonathan and

Lydia Hogue. By tlieir union was born a daugh-

ter, Florence O., who was educated in the Onarga

schools, and resides in Crete, Xeb. The mother,

after several j-ears' illness, died of consumption on

the 26th of March, 1890, and her remains were

interred in Onarga cemetery. She was a lady of

many excellencies of character and her loss was

deeply lamented.

With characteristic energy, !Mr. Doane began the

cultivation of his land, and the well-tilled fields

and the neat appearance of the place indicate the

thrift and enterprise of the owner. He carries on

general farming and stock-raising, and has met

with excellent success in his undertakings. The

boundaries of his farm he lias extended by addi-

tional purchase, until now one hundred and sixty

acres of arable jand pay tribute to his care and

cultivation, His life has been a busy one. but

aside from his farm duties he has found time to

devote to his duties of citizenship. He exercises

his right of franchise in support of the Republican

party, but has never been an office-seeker. He

holds membership with the Methodist Church, and

his upright and honorable career has won Lira high

regard.

^^i^-^g:

,r. ^ ALE BROS, is a well-known mercantile

\\]jj'. firm of Buckley, composed of Samuel T.

iL^ and George B. Hale. The former was born

|g) in Pulaski, N. Y., on the 5th of July, 1845,

and the latter was born in Oshkosh, Wis., on the

1st of June, 18J8. Their fatlier, S.amuel Hale,

Sr., was born March 26, 1804, in HoUis, X. H.,

and was one of five sons. The grandfather used

to talk about his thirty feet of sons, they being

on an average six feet tall.

In the East Samuel Hale, Sr , was united in

marriage, November 3, 1842, with Miss Louisa

Brown, who was born in Oswego County, N. Y.,

July 10, 1820. In 1843, he emigrated Westward

with his family, locating in Wisconsin. He en-

tered a tract of land near Oshkosh, and afterward

kept an hotel in that city and in Fond du Lac. In

1853, he came with his family to Illinois, settling

in Decatur, where he was engaged in the lumber

business. He established the first planing-inill at

that place and was engaged in the grain busi-

ness there. In the winter of 1864, he removed to

Loda, 111., and in 1867 went to a fapm of two

hundred and eighty acres in Iroquois County,

about five and a-lialf miles northeast of Buckley.

There he resided with his family for about twenty

years. In 1877, he sold the farm to his sons, Sam-

uel and George, and ten years later removed to

Buckley. The following year he lost his eye-

sight, and on the 6tli of April, 1890, died from

la grippe.

The mother of this family is still living at

Buckley with her children at the age of seventy-

two yeai-s. In the family were six children, four

sons and two daughters, as follows: Flora, Sam-

uel T.. George B.; Frankie. who died when thir-



340 POETRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

teen months old; Lciuise and William. They have

a beautiful and comfortable home in Buckley,

and all of the living children are still witli tlieir

mother exce])t William, who married Miss Flora

Mell, daughter of William Mell. However, he re-

sides in Buckle}-.

Tlie two gentlemen comprising the firm of Hale

Bros, both received good educational advantages

in the public schools of Decatur, 111. About 1877

tLe}' bought their father's farm, which remained

in their possession until 1891, when they sold it

to Mr. Snore. Forming a partnership, they em-

barked in the stock business, shipping horses, cat-

tle and hogs, and to this enterprise still devote

considerable attention. In November, 1890, they

opened a general merchandise store in Buckley,

and are carrying on business under the firm

name of Hale Bros. In addition to their town

propertj^, they are quite extensively interested in

farm lands. Tliey are men of good business abil-

ity, sagacious and far-sighted, and by tiieir well-

directed efforts have achieved success. They are

enjoj'ing an excellent trade, which they well de-

serve. Throughout the community they are

widely and favorably known, and have the con-

fidence and good-will of all with wiiom they have

been brought in contact. The membeis of the

Hale family are all supporters of Republican prin-

ciples.

4^ -^

^I^R. RICHARD TALIAFERRO, an honored

1 JjJ
pi(">csi' of Iroquois Count}', was born in

Ij!!^ Virginia on the 11th of August, 1818, and

was the eldest in a family of twelve children. The

father, Jones Taliaferro, was also a native of the

Old Dominion. When a mere lad, Richard left

the State of his nativity and went to Ohio. He
secured a good education while j'et a j'oung man,

and, having determined to make the practice of

medicine his life work, he studied that science for

some time, after which he was graduated from the

Medical School of Cincinnati, Oiiio. He entered

upon the prosecution of his chosen profession in

the State of Indiana, but subsequently removed

to Illinois.

It was in the year 1848 that Dr. Taliaferro lo-

cated in old Middleport, where he opened an of-

fice and began practice. After residing there for

about two years, he was married on the 22d of

June, 1850, the lady of his choice being Miss Jen-

nie Stanley, daughter of Micajah Stanley, well

known as one of the first settlers and honored pio-

neers of Watseka. He was, no doubt, the most

prominent of her citizens in securing the estab-

lishment of the town on the present site, and

aided materially in the development which has

since been made. A sketch of his life appears on

another page of this work.

Unto Dr. and Mrs. Taliaferro were born five

children, tliree sons and two daughters: Rebecca,

born July 16, 1851, died on the 20th of Octo-

ber, 1876. Jones, born November 7, 1854, married

Ella Tiiompson November 15, 1884, in AVhite

Oaks, N. jNI., wliere he now resides. They have

two sons. .James, born October 15, 1856, died on

the 1st of December, 1860. M. .Stanley was born

September 15, 1860, and in Watseka, on the 7th

of Februar}', 1884, married Emma Louise Riggle.

They have one daughter and have lost a son.

Lida, born January 12, 1864, became the wife of

Charles Buford, of Covington, Ky. They were

married January 15, 1884, in White Oaks, N. M.,

where tliey resided until the death of Mr. Buford

in 1889. On the 15th of May, 1890, Mrs. Bu-

ford returned to Watseka and is now living with

her mother. She has two children: Kittie, who

was born December 10, 1884; and Stanley, Au-

gust 21, 1889.

In October, 1850, Dr. Taliaferro and his wife

left Iroquois County and removed to Clay County,

111., where he resided for several years, engaged in

general merchandising. In 1861, he was elected

Circuit Clerk of that count}' on the Democratic

ticket. He also held the ottice of Justice of the

Peace and other official positions. Of the prin-

ciples of Democracy he was a stanch advocate

and ever took an active part in promoting the

interests of his party. Socially, he was a member

of the Masonic fraternity. Wherever he lived

he was an honored citizen, for his upright life

and straightforward course won him the confidence

and higli esteem of all with M'liom he was brought
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iu contact. He died in October, 1872, of typhoid

fever, and many warm friends mourned his loss.

Mrs. Taliaferro, a most estimable lady, makes her

home in Watseka, and will probablj' spend the re-

mainder of her da3's in Iroquois County, where

much of her life has been passed.

E'

DDY HAHPKR has spent his entire life iu

Onarga Township, and is a worthy reprc-

senlative of one of the honored pioueer fam-

ilies of the count}-. His parents were Samuel II.

and Mary (Lehigh) Harper, the father a native of

Cumberland County-, Pa., born March 20, 1814,

and the mother of Mason County, A'a., born Maj'

22, 1820. In 1831) Samuel Harper came to this

State from Ohio, and his wife removed from Ind-

iana to Illinois. Their marriage was celebrated

April 16, 1839, in Onarga Township, after which

Mr. Ilarfier entered one hundred and sixt^' acres

of land from the Government, and from the tract

of raw prairie began the development of a farm.

Not a furrow had been turned or an improvement

made, but he converted it into rich and fertile

fields. He afterward made additional purchases

until he obtained three hundred and sixty-six

acres of land iu Onarga Township, about two miles

from the village of Onarga. He was an industrious

and enterprising farmer, who engaged in agricul-

tural pursuits throughout his entire life. His

pioneer round-log cabin gave way to a hewn-log

house, which, in turn, was replaced by a substantial

frame house, the present home of his family.

Himself and wife have been pre eminently useful

members of society and of the church. In 1840,

they united with the Methodist Episcopal Church,

in which he took a leading part, serving as Steward

and Trustee. He was also a member of the first

Board of Trustees of firand Prairie Seminar}- of

Onarga, holding the position until a few j-ears

prior to his death. To this institution, as well as

to the Church, he was a liberal contributor.

Mr. Harper was a man well informed, consider-

ing his advantages. When three years of age, he

accompanied his parents, Samuel and Mary (Mc-

Coy) Harper, from Penns3-lvania to Ohio. His

early life was therefore spent on the frontier,

where educational and social advantages were

meagre. Whether tinancially or otherwise consid-

ered, he was a self-made man. Politically, he was

a Republican until the rise of the Prohibition party>

when he became identified with it. His death oc-

curred on the 21st of April, 1889. Thus another

old pioneer passed away and his loss was felt

throughout the community. The mother of our

subject is still living and is one of the earliest set-

tlers in the township. She has watcheil the entire

growth and development of this county, has seen

its progress and upbuilding and well deserves men-

tion in its history. .She is a most estimable lady

and her many excellencies of character have won for

her the high regard of all with wliom she has

been brought iu contact.

The Harper family numbered the following

children: Alexander, who married Miss May Miles,

b}' whom he has three daughters, enlisted in 1861,

as a member of Company C, One Hundred and

Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, and served through-

out the war as a faithful and valiant soldier. He
now resides iu the State of Washington. Harriet

E. is the wife of Orin Hull, and resides in St. Louis,

Mo.; Alvina is the wife of Charles David and to them

have been born three sons and a daughtei'. Ella

F. married William S. Barnes and they have two

children, both daughters. John enlisted as one of

the Boys in Blue of the same company to which his

brother belonged and served for about four years.

All traces of him were then lost and as he has not

since been heard from it is supposed he was killed.

The other members of the family were George W.,

and Margaret J.; Eddy and his twin sister, Eva, are

still home. All except two of the children were

educated in Grand Prairie Seminary.

Edd}- Harper was born on his father's farm in

Onarga Township on the 25tli of March, 1857,

and in the usual manner of farmer lads the daj-s

of his boyhood and youth were passed. His pri-

mary education was acquired in the common
schools and supplemented by a course in Grand

Prairie Seminary of Onarga. He still resides on

the home farm and is managing the homestead for
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his mother. In politics he is a supporter of Repub-

lican principles. He belongs to the Methodist

Episcopal Church of Onarga and is now serving

as Trustee. His honorable, upright life has won

him the high regard, the confidence and good-will

of all with whom he has been brought in contact

and he has many friends throughout the county,

where his entire life has been passed.

aHARLES MEYER, dealer in furniture and

, an undertaker, is a leading German of Gil-

' man. His birth occurred in Colberg, Prus-

sia, Germany, on the 1st of November, 1839. He

is a son of Carl and AVillhemina (Ebert) Meyer,

both natives of the same countrj'. When sixteen

years of age his father entered the Prussian army

and served there a period of some six 3-ears.

Afterward he became Assistant Warden of the

penitentiar}' at Naugard. He continued in office

until the labor became too arduous for his advanc-

ing years, and was then retired on a pension,

which he drew as long as he lived. The mother

is still living. In their family were nine children,

of whom five sons and three daughters yet sur-

vive. All of the boys came to the United States.

Otto resides in Gilman, while William, Paul and

Ernest make their homes at Peoria.

Our subject is the third child of his father's

family, and received such education as was af-

forded by the common schools of his native land.

When about fourteen years of age he went into a

store and clerked for four years for merely nom-

inal wages, and the following two years at a very

small salary. Being of age to go into the army at

that time, he was once mustered into service, but

being put off a year, he obtained a visitor's pass

and came to America. In 1859 he sailed for

Quebec from Hamburg, taking one hundred and

fourteen days to reach liis destination. While

passing through the Irish Channel, a violent wind-

storm stripped the rigging from the vessel, and

they were obliged to run into port for repairs.

They were further delayed for six days on Gross

Island, on account of the presence of varioloid on

board. Landing in America in August, he first

visited Quebec and Toronto, and then came on as

far as Milwaukee. As he has never concluded his

visit to the United States, doubtless his pass is still

good. He next went to Manistee, Mich., and soon

afterward started for Galveston, Tex., but only

proceeded as far as Memphis, on account of the

breaking out of the war. He then turned back to

St. Louis, and finally came to Iroquois County,

working on a farm near Loda.

That it was owing to no lack of braverj' that

our subject evaded the law of his Fatherland,

subjecting all .young men to military service and

discipline, is shown b3' the fact that after comiug

to the United States he turned no deaf ear to the

call of his adopted country for defendeis of the

Union, but donned the blue and started fearlessly

to the rescue of the Flag. August 13, 18G2, he en-

listed in Company E, Illinois Infantry, but as

that company's ranks were already full, was

placed in Company K, One Hundred and Twenty-

ninth Illinois Infantry, which joined the Cumber-

land Army. For some time he was placed on

guard duty, and the first battle in which he parti-

cipated was Resaca. Afterward he took part in

the battles of Dallas, Lost Mountain and Kenesaw

Mountain. While carrying a log off a hill at Dal-

las, he received severe internal injuries, and after

the battle of Kenesaw jNIountain was sent to the

rear. For some eight months he was in the hos-

pital at Nashville, and when he was able he re-

joined his command in Virginia, remaining in tlie

service until discharged in Chicago, in June,

1865. Mr. Meyer made a good soldier, and has

an army record of which no one need be ashamed.

He was ever at his post of duty, and showed great

courage on all occasions.

In Februaiy, 1866, Mr. Me3er came to Gilman,

and embarked in the meat-market business. Sub-

sequently he was in the grocery trade, and for the

last seventeen 3'ears has been a dealer in furniture,

and also carries on the undertaking business.

Mr. Me3-er was married in September, 1870, at

A¥atseka, to Miss Kate Gross, a native of Bavaria,

Germany, who came in her cliildhood to the

United States with her parents. To our worthy

subject and his wife were born five children: Ed-
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ward; Laura, who died when about nine years old;

Lizzie, Arthur and Carl.

Mr. and Mrs. Meyer are both supporters of the

Lutheran Church. Politically-, our subject was a

Republican until 1872, and since that time has

been a stanch advocate of the Ueuiocracy. He is

an influential man in political circles, and takes

an active part in political meetings and conven-

tions. The fellow-citizens of Mr. Meyer, appre-

ciating his worth and ability, have frequently

called upon him to serve in public positions. He
is still a member of the Board of Aldermen of Gil-

man, and lias served as such for a number of

years. He is Town Clerk, and has served for

some five years as Collector, and for sixteen years

has been Justice of the Peace. The duties of these

offices he has ever discharged in a prompt and

faitliful manner, thus winning tlie respect of even

his [lolitical enemies. Socially, he is a Mason,

Odd Fellow and Commander of Oilman Post No.

186, G. A. R. Mr. Meyer is in good circum-

stances, and has prospered in his business. During

his long residence of over a quarter of a century

in tills locality he has made many friends by his

upright and straightforward life.

It^E WITT CLINTON ADSIT, who carries

)\ on general farming on section 12, Love-

joy Township, and is numbered among its

early settlers, claims Oliio as the State of

his nativity. He was born in Clinton Count}', on

tlie 2d of October, 1831, and in a family of ten

cliildren, numbering five sons and five daughters,

he is the fifth in order of birth. His parents,

Samuel and Sarah Elizabeth (Stowe) Artsit, are

mentioned in the sketch of Stephen Adsit, of Well-

ington, on another page of this work.

The subject of this record spent his lioyliood

diiys in Ohio until nine years of age, and then ac-

companied his parents on their removal to Adams
County, Ind., where he remained until he had at-

tained his majority. The family were among the

early settlers of that locality and he aided his

father in the arduous task of clearing the land

ready for the plow. His early education was

quite primitive, but by his own exertions he has

acquired an excellent fund of knowledge and is a

well-informed man. When he went to Indiana,

all kinds of wild game were plentiful and the In-

dians had not yet left for their Western reserva-

tions beyond the Mississippi. The family removed

to the Hoosier State in a covered wagon, about

eight days being consumed in making the journey

of one hundred miles. They lived in true pioneer

style and endured all the hardships of frontier

life. The father entered three hundred and twenty

acres of land and this was covered with timber.

Their first habitation was a little shanty with a

bark roof. They had no bedsteads, so they made

their beds on the dirt floor; their cooking was all

done out of doors, the large kettle being hung

upon two crossed sticks over the fire. When it

rained they had to .abandon cooking until the

shower was over. Church services were held in

the homes of the neighborhood, and school con-

vened in a log cabin with its puncheon floor and

slab seats. The teacher was hired bj' subscription

and boarded around among his pupils.

In 1854, Mr. Adsit came with his parents to Iro-

quois County, and his father entered over a section

of raw land. His home was one of the first built

in the township, and one could ride for thirty

miles over the prairies without coming to any set-

tlement to impede his progress. There were no

railroads, and it seemed that the work of develop-

ment and civilization was scarcely begun. Onarga

was the market at that time. Mr. Adsit was one

of the organizers of the first school in Lovejoy

Township; his wife was the first teacher, and school

convened in the home where they yet reside. He
also aided in the erection of the churches of the

community, and has been identified with the best

interests of the count}' since a very early day. He
luuited deer and earned much of his mtmey by

selling the skins. At that day, wild-cat currency

was in circulation, and on retiring at night one

could not tell whether his money would be of any

value in the morning, or simplj- worthless paper.

On the 19th of March, I8G2, .Mr. Adsit was

married to Miss Laura S. (Jalluway, duuirhter of



346 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

Samuel and Prudence (Manning) Galloway, who
are mentioned in the sketch of Joseph Gallowaj-

on another page of this work. Mrs. Adsit was

born in Warren County, Oiiio, July 5, 1838, and

was only four years old when her parents removed

to Fountain County, Ind. When a maiden of nine

summers the family went to Warren County, where

she remained until twenty-three years of age. Af-

ter attending the common sciiools, she completed

her education in the graded schools of State Line

City. As before stated, she taught the fiist school

in Lovejo}' Township, and was one of the successful

teachers of the county for a number of years. She

too has shared in the experiences of frontier life,

and with others of the prominent ladies of the

county she would ride to church in a big lumber

wagon, a sun-bonnet adorning her head. Mrs.

Adsit and the children are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, of Wellington.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Adsit have been born five

children, two sons and three daughters, of whom

three are now living: Matilda R., who was edu-

cated in the common schools and at Weslej'an

University, and for several years was a teacher of

recognized ability in this county, is now the wife

of Thomas Parish, a farmer of Lovejoy Township.

They have a little son. Perry. She possesses con-

siderable talent, both in music and painting. Sher-

man, who married Miss Anna Scott, daughter of

William Scott, of Lovejoy Township, is a success-

ful physician and surgeon of Hoopeston, 111., who

graduated from the Chicago Homeopathic Medical

College in a class of seventy-nine students. Perry,

who was educated in the Business College of

Blooraington, is engaged in agricultural pursuits

and controls his father's farm.

Mr. Adsit owns two hundred and forty acres of

arable land, improved with a beautiful residence

and other accessories, and to his children has

given three hundred and twenty acres of land.

He has followed agricultural pursuits throughout

the greater part of his life, and by close attention

to business and good management, has acquired a

handsome competence. In politics, he is a Repub-

lican, having supported that party since he cast

his first Presidential vote for John C. Fremont.

He has served as Commissioner of Highways and

School Director. He takes an active interest in

all that pertains to the welfare of the commuuit}-,

and his worth and ability make him one of the

leading citizens of the township.

'W'% PTON SCHAUB, manager of tlie Watseka

(((
J

Clothing Store, which does merchant tail-

^^^^ oring and deals in ready-made clothing

and gents' furnishing goods, of Watseka, estab-

lished business in that citj- in the fall of 1883, and

has carried on operations in that line continuously

since. Mr. Schaub was born in Franklin County,

Pa., .Januaiy 30, 1850, and is a son of David and

Maiy (McClelland) Schaub. The parents were

both natives of the Kej'stone State. The father

was of Swiss descent, and the mother was of

Scotch-Irish lineage and a relative of Gen. George

B. McClelland, who commanded the Union army

in its first advance on Richmond, Va., in the late

Civil War. She died in April. 1852. The father

died in April, 1867.

When the subject of this sketch was seven years

of age he removed with his father to Henry

County, Ind., (his mother having died when he

was two years old), and about two years later

went to Newton County in the same State in 1861.

He acquired his education in the common schools,

and when seventeen 3ears of age secured a posi-

tion as clerk in a grocery store in Morosco, Ind.

In 1875, he became associated with a Mr. Kennedy

in general merchandising in the same town, and

carried on business successfully until 1881. In

that 3'ear he sold out, and two 3'ears later came to

Watseka, where he embarked in his present busi-

ness in a small way, but his trade has since in-

creased until his annual sales amount to from

125,000 to ^30,000, they having a large country

custom.

On the 10th of October, 1876, Mr. Schaub was

united in marriage in Chicago with Miss Maiy

E. Dashiell, daughter of John Dashiell, formerly

of Chebanse Township, Iroquois County. Mr.

Schaub and his wife are active members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church of Watseka, in which
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he holds the offices of Steward and Trustee, and is

an active worker in the Sunday-school. In poli-

tics lie is independent. In his social relations he

is a Mason and an Odd Fellow, lioldiug member-

siiip witli "Watseiia Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A.

M.; and Iroquois Lodge No. 74, I. O. O. F. He is

an enterprising and pnblic-spirited citizen of the

community and one having a wide acquaintance.

I
Mr. Seliaub is a popular merchant and has an

elegant and well-assorted stock of goods in his

store. He is an expert cutter and a skilled work-

man. His store front was designed by himself

and is a gem of beauty. Notliing so fine .as his

window display is to be found in the county.

LLEN MINER EASTHURN, proprietor of

a grain elevator in Eastburn, in Sheldon

li' Township, is also tlie owner of a valuable

farm of three hundred acres of land. He
well deserves representation in this volume, for he

is one of the representative citizens of the com-

munity and is also an honored veteran of the late

war, who for four years faithfully served Lis coun-

try in her hour of peril. He has the honor of be-

ing a native of Iroquois County. He was born

August 29, 1842, and is a son of .losepli B. and

Sarah (Truitt) Eastburn. He received the com-

mon-school advantages and was early trained to

farm labors. At the age of eighteen he com-

menced life for himself, working as a farm hand.

After the late war broke out, however, Mr. East-

burn laid aside all business cares, and at the age of

eighteen 3ears, responding to the countiy's call for

troops, enlisted in Company C, Fift^'-first Illinois

Infantry. After remaining in Camp Butler of

Springfield for about six months, the troops were

sent South to Cairo, 111. The first duty in which Mr.

Eastburn engaged was in the guarding of provis-

ions at the battle of Ft. Donelson. He participated

in the engagement at Island No. 10, and aided in

cutting the canal through for transports. Subse-

quently the troops returned to New Madrid and

afterward went to Ft. Pillow. From tiiere they

went to Pittslnirg Landing, participating in the

battle at that place, where they went into camp.

However, they also engaged in the battle of Cor-

inth and there Mr. Eastburn was taken sick. Re-

ceiving a thirty-day furlough he returned home.

On the expiration of the month lie rejoined his

regiment, but was soon ordered to the hospital in

St. Louis. He afterward met his command in

Nashville and then went to Stone River, partici-

pating in the three days' fight at that place. He

engaged in the battle of Chickamauga, and during

tiie second day of the engagement, on the 23d of

September, 1863, was wounded in the right

shoulder. He was then sent to the hospital in

Nashville and his wound was not dressed until he

arrived in that city two days later. His injuries

proved of a serious nature, and he was confined in

the hospital until the middle of February, 1864,

when he rejoined his regiment in Chattanooga,

Tenn. At this |)lace he then re-enlisted as a vet-

eran and received a thirty-daj' furlough. After

a visit to his home he went back to Chattanooga,

Tenn., and in April. 1864, started on the Atlanta

campaign. He participated in tlie battles of

Resaca and Buzzard's Roost and in all the engage-

ments until the fall of Atlanta. Subsequent!}- he

was under fire at the battle of Jonesboro, in

August, 1864, and from there returned to Nash-

ville under Gen. Thomas, opposing Hood all of the

way back. They followed tlie rebel leader across

the Tennessee River and then went into camp. At
this time Mr. Eastburn was granted a furlough in

order to return home and vote, which he did, cast-

ing his first Presidential vote for Abraham Lin-

coln. Subsequentlj' he rejoined the troops, wliieh

were sent to New Orleans and from there to

Texas. Our subject received his discharge at

Camp Irwipg, Tex., in 1865, after four years of

faithful service.

When the country no longer needed his aid,

Mr. Eastburn returned home and began farming

on a one hundred acre tract of land wiiich he

operated for two ^-ears. He now owns tliree hun-

dred acres of ricii farming land which yields to

him a good income. He has also engaged exten-

sivelj' in raising stock, and in 1891 he built an

elevator, since whicii time he has done a good

business as a grain dealer. He is a practical and
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progressive farmer, aud by his industry, persever-

ance and good manageraent of his business inter-

ests has acquired a handsome competence.

On the 5th of April, 1868, Mr. Eastburn was

united in marriage witli Miss Sarali Penieo, daugh-

ter of George aud Mary (Kennedy) Penieo, both

of whom were natives of Ohio. Nine children

have been born of their union, but four are now
deceased: Ida J., Gracie, Ma.y, and one who died

in infancj'. Those still living are: Nellie, Allen

P., Dora, Harry R. and Fred L. Tiiey are still

under the parental roof.

Mr. Eastburn has just established a town to be

known as Eastburn, 111. It is located four miles

west of Sheldon and five miles east of Toledo, on

the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad, and is in

the midst of one of the finest agricultural regions

of Eastern Illinois. It will be one of the best

points for shipping grain in the southeastern part

of the county and will no doubt become a thriving

village. Since casting his first vote, Mr. Eastburn

has been a stanch supporter of Republican prin-

ciples and has served .as Commissioner of High-

ways and School Director for about nine years.

Sociall}', he is a member of the Patriotic OiTJer of

Sons of America and is a friend to all social, edu-

cational and moral interests. He gives his sup-

port to every worth}- enterprise calculated to

prove of public benefit, and is as true to every

duty of citizenship as when he wore the blue and

fought in defense of the Old Flag which now so

proudly floats over the united nation.

i^^^HOMAS Y. YATES, a prominent and well-

f(f^^ known farmer of Iroquois Township, resid-

^^^/' iug on section 10, has for more than half a

century made his home in this county, and in pre-

senting to our readers the history of his life we

record the history of an honored pioneer, a self-

made man and valued citizen. He was born in

Clermont Count}', Ohio, February 14, 1818, and is

of French descent. His great-grandfather I'ates

and four of his sons were killed by the Indians in

the Wyoming Massacre during the Revolutionary

War, after which the two remaining sons joined

the Colonial army and fought in the War for In-

dependence.

The father of our subject, Artus Yates, was a

native of New Jersey, and when a lad of sixteen

>

years removed to Ohio with his father, Thomas
Yates, one of the early settlers of Clermont

Comity. He there married Lydia Stump, a native

of Kentuck}'^ who-, when a maiden of seven sum-

mers, went to the Buckeye State. Her father,

William Stump, was a German by birth and was

an early settler both of Kentucky and Ohio. After

his marriage, Mr. Y'ates engaged in farming in

Ohio until the autumn of 1837, when he came to

Illinois and cast in his lot among the early settlers

of Iroquois County. Here he made his home until

his death, which occurred in 1848. His wife died

about a week previous and they were buried side

by side in the Spencer Cemetery, where a monu-

ment has been erected to their memor}'.

We now take u}) the peisonal history of our sub-

ject,who spent the days of his boyliood and youth in

Clermont County, Ohio. He is self-educated as well

as self-made financially and through his own efforts

has become a well-informed man. He came to

this county with his father wiien nineteen years of

age. At that time there was not a bridge between

the Wabash River and Chicago, not a stream in

Iroquois County was bridged and the place was

almost an unbroken wilderness. He experienced

all the hardships and privations incident to fron-

tier life and has been prominentlj' identified with

the upbuilding and development of the count}'.

To the early pioneers is due a debt of gratitude

which can never be repaid for what they have

done in behalf of the county, placing it in the

front rank in this great commonwealth. Mr.

Y'ates aided his father in developing and improv-

ing land until he had attained his majority.

On the 2nd of February, 1843, the marriage of

our subject and Miss Isabella II. Wilson was cele-

brated. The lady was born in Baltimore, Md.,

and acquired her education in that city. The

young couple began their domestic life near

L'Erable and afterwards removed to Martinton

Township,"where Mr. Y'ates cleared and improved

laud and engaged in agricultural pursuits and in
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stock-raising for about a quarter of a century.

He liad a large stock farm and engaged in raising

cattle extensively, shipping to Chicago. His

landed possessions at one time aggregated more

than fifteen hundred acres. He afterwards sold

out and removed to Iroquois Township, locating

on the Iroquois River. He has now opened up

four farms in this county and his present home

on section 10, Iroquois Township, comprises three

hundred and forty acres of valuable land, which is

under a high state of cultivation and improved

with good buildings and all the accessories of a

model farm.

In 1890, Mr. Yates was called upijn to mourn

the loss of his life partner, who passed away on

the 17th of May. She had been a true and faith-

ful lielpmate to him for forty-one long years, and

was a faithful Christian and a consistent member

of the Presbyterian Church. Her remains were

interred in Lima Cemeter}^ where a monument
marks her last resting-i)lace. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Yates were born four children: Mary Jane, wife of

Leander Cadore, who resides in Iroquois County,

and by him has six children; William, who is

married and resides with his family- in Iroquois

Township; Scott, who is merchandising in Pitt-

wood: and Florence, wife of Henry McKee, a

farmer of Iroquois Township.

Of late years, Mr Yates has been identified with

the Democratic party. In early life he was an old-

line Whig and cast his first Presidential ballot for

Henry Clay. He has never been an aspirant for

public office but has given his time and attention

exclusively to his business; in which he has met

with excellent success. For more than half a

century he h.as been a resident of Iroquois County,

having witnessed almost its entire growth and up-

building. AVhen he came here iie had ample op-

portunitv to indulge a taste for hunting and he

has killed many deer, foxes and wolves. In the

work of transforming its wild land into beautiful

homes and farms he has borne an important part,

lie has seen its hamlets grow into thriving towns,

while nianj' of its leading villages had not yet

sprung into existence on his arrival. Cliicago it-

self consisted of only a few cabins. Mr. Y'ates has

seen the introduction of the railroads, the tele-

graph and telephone, and of all those industries

which mark the progress of civilization. He is a

man of unblemished character and sterling worth

and has the confidence and esteem of all with

whom he has been brought in contact.

OX. WILLIAM LEROY .lOIlXSON, a

prominent grain dealer of Buckley and

President of the Buckley Bank, is a na-

tive of the old Granite State. He was

born in Coos County, N. H., on the 7th of Feb-

ruary, 1841. His father, David B. Johnson, was

also a native of New Hampshire. After attain-

ing to 3'ears of maturity, he married Miss Sallie

D. Lane, a native of Maine. His death occurred in

1841, when he left three sons: James .S., Edward

II., and William Lero}-, then an infant. All tliree

were soldiers in the late Civil War. James, who
became a member of Company' C, Seventh Illi-

nois Cavalry, was taken prisoner at Germantown,

Tenn., in October, 1863, and confined in Belle

Isle and afterward in Anderson ville Prison, where

in the spring of 1864 he died. The mother of this

family after the death of Mr. Johnson was mar-

ried, in 1845, to John H. Meserve, of Whitefield,

N. II. They had one son, John B., who enlisted

in Company C, Seventh Illinois Cavalry-, during

the late war and served until its close. Mr. Me-

serve died in 1858, and his wife, who survived

him about thirty years, was called to her final

rest in 1887.

The subject of this sketch spent the first nine

jears of his life in his native State, and in 1850

came with his mother and step-fatlier to Illinois,

the famil}' locating in La Salle County, where he

was reared to manhood. His primary education

was received in the district schools of the neigh-

borhood and completed by two terms' attendance

at Jennings' Seminary- in Aurora. He, too, was

one of the boys in blue during the late war, en-

listing as a member of the same company' to which

his brother James belonged, on the 12th of Au-

gust, 1862. For three years he was a faithful

and valiant soldier, ever found at his post. He
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saw mucli hard service and participated in tlie

battles of Coldwater, Water Valley and Coffey-

ville. Falling back to La Grange, Tenn., they

spent the winter guarding railroads. The follow-

ing spring he was in the battles of Germantown

and CoUiersville, where his company lost heavily.

He also took part in the battle of Plaine's Store,

that being one of the actions in the investment

of Port Hudson. There his regiment, with parts

of two others, did the foraging for the entire

army. After the fall of Port Hudson his com-

mand returned to INIemphis, Tenn., and was soon

sent on the Sturges Raid, which proved disastrous.

Though in many engagements more or less se-

vere, Mr. .Johnson was never wounded nor taken

prisoner. At length, when the war was over and

the country no longer needed his services, he was

mustered out, just three years after his enlistment,

on the 12th of July, 1865.

After the war, Mr. Johnson went to the Sand-

wich Islands and spent Ave years as assistant on a

lai'ge sugar plantation. In 1870, he returned to

this State and has since made his home in Buck-

ley, having now been numbered among its lead-

ing residents for twenty-two j'ears. On the 6th

of September, 1871, he was united in marriage

with Miss Tamson E. Butters, daughter of John

and Sallie (Meserve) Butters. INL-s. Johnson is a

native of Lovell, Me. Two children were born

of their union, both sons, but only one is now liv-

ing. Ernest W.,born August 9, 1875, died in Sep-

tember, 1876; Julian C, born November 26, 1880,

is at home with his parents.

In his social relations, Mr. Johnson is a Knight

Templar Mason, belonging to Bucklej^ Lodge No.

634, A. F. & A. M.; Cement Chapter, of Utica,

111.; and Mt. Olivet Commandery No. 38, K. T., of

Paxton. He also held membership with Will Car-

ter Post No. 653, G. A. R., of Buckley, and in

politics is a stanch supporter of the Republican

party. He has been honored with a number of

public offices, having served as Town Clerk and

Supervisor, and as a member of the Village Beard

of Trustees for many years; he was elected and

served as Representative from Iroquois County to

the Thirty-sixth General Assembl}' of Illinois.

On locating in Buckley in 1IS70, Mr. Jolinson

embarked in business as a grain dealer, and has

since carried on operations in this line with good

success. He also owns the Buckley Bank, formerly

the property of John A. Koplin, which he pur-

chased on the 1st of January, 1892, and does a

general banking business. He is a man of excel-

lent business abilitj', metliodical and systematic,

and by his fair and upright dealing h.as gained the

confidence and good-will of all with whom he has

been brought in contact. He is alike true to ever\'

public and private trust, and the fidelity and

promptness with which he discharged his duties

as Representative characterizes his work in the

smallest detail. He owns a quarter-section of land

three and a-iialf miles east of Buckley, besides liis

residence property in Buckley, his home being one

of the finest in the township. His success has been

well merited.

Mr. Johnson is widely and favorably known not

only in Iroquois but in adjoining counties. He

has traveled considerably over this country and

his experiences in this direction, together with his

five years of life on the Sandwich Islands, have

made him a pleasant and entertaining conversa-

tionahst. He is a prominent business man, an

honored veteran and a valued citizen, and with

pleasure we present to our readers this record of

his life.

,T^ OBERT CALDWELL, one of Sheldon's most

Lsir higiily respected citizens and a prominent

'As \\1 grain dealer who has been in business in

^^this place since 1878, was born near Circle-

ville, Pickaway County, Ohio, February 22, 1831.

His father, John Caldwell, was born in the Key-

stone State, February 5, 1800, and when eight years

of age removed with his parents to Ohio, where

thej' entered land from the Government and there

resided the remainder of their lives. After attain-

ing mature years, he was united in marriage in

1826 with Miss Elizabeth Monette, who was born

in Ohio, of French parentage. Her father, Isaac

Monette, w.as one of the pioneers of the Buckeye
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State, and served as Captain in the War of 1812.

Mrs. Caldwell died June 22, 1838, and in 1839 Mr.

Caldwell was again married, liis second union

uniting him with Rebecca McClelland, a native of

Penns3-lvania. By Uie first union were born the

following children : Elizabeth Jape, who is now the

wife of Dwight Calhoun, a resident of Kenton,

Ohio; Isaac M., who gave his life in defense of his

country, dying in the service at IMemphis in 1863;

William, who died on the old homestead; Amos
H.. who is a resident of Pomona, Cal.; and John

AV., who was graduated from the Wesleyan Uni-

versity of Ohio, and is now residing in Hunting-

ton, Ind. Of the second marriage was born a

daughter, Annie Maria, who is now living with

her mother on the old homestead. Mr. Caldwell,

the father of this family, died in August, 1884.

He was a very prominent member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and was a highly respected citi-

zen. Prior to the war, he was a stanch Abolition-

ist, and was among the first to become interested

in the Underground Railroad.

Robert Caldwell, the subject of this sketch, was

educated in the common schools, and at the age of

seventeen commenced life for himself by selling

merchandise. Since that time he has been depend-

ent upon his own resources, and his success is due

entirely to his own efforts. When twenty-one years

of age he came to Iroquois County, and in 1852

engaged in farming with his brother, whose land

he soon afterward purchased. As an agriculturist,

he was very successful, and after retiring from that

business came to Sheldon in the fall of 1878 and

began dealing in grain. To this venture he has

since devoted his time and attention, with excel-

lent success, and now has a fine trade. In connec-

tion with this, he owns an interest in three hundred

and thirty-five acres in the old homestead, together

with consideiable real-estate in Kansas.

On the 12th of August, 1856, Mr. Caldwell was

united in marriage with Miss C3'nthia A., daugh-

ter of (ieorgc and Kat}- (Barnette) Pinneo, both

of whom were natives of Vermtmt. Four children

were born to the union of our subject and his wife:

Orlando Benton, who is now located in Chicago;

John Leroy, who is engaged in the grain business

in Crescent City, 111.; Elmer A., deceased; and

Olive, now the wife of Dr. C. Warren, of Sheldon.

The Caldwell home is a model one, and our sub-

ject attributes much of his success in life to the as-

sistance and encouragement given him by his

estimable wife.

In his social relations, jNIr. Caldwell is a member

of the I'atriotic Order of Sons of America, and is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to

which his family also belong. His fellow-towns-

men have given evidence of their appreciation of

his worth and ability by repeatedly electing him

to the office of Justice of the Peace, which he filled

from 1860 to 1876. lie has also been School Di-

rector for twenty-three years, and the cause of

education finds in him a warm friend. Mr Cald-

well cast his first Presidential vote for Gen. Win-

field S. Scott, the old Whig candidate, and at the

birth of the Republican party cast his vote for Gen.

John C. Fremont, and has voted for every Repub-

lican candidate since, strenuously upholding the

banner of Republicanism at all times; but while

greatly interested in political affairs, has never

been an aspirant for the honors or emoluments of

public office. He is an honored pioneer of the

county, where for forty years he has made his

home, and has witnessed almost its entire growth

and upbuilding, and is numbered among its repre-

sentative and leading citizens, and it is with pleas-

ure that we present to our readers this record of

his life.

ENRY PURGET owns and operates a fine

farm of two hundred and forty-eight acres

of arable land on section 11, Belmont

Township, where he has resided for more

than a quarter of a century. His life has been

well and worthily spent and its record deserves a

place in this volume. A native of Ohio, he was

born in Twin Township, Ross County, March 17,

1817. His grandfather was llenr^' Purget and his

father was Frederick Purget. The latter was born

and reared in Hampshire County, Va. He served

in the War of 1812, and in his native State mar-

ried Mollie Shoemaker, Throughout his entire
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life he followed farming. Emigrating to Ohio, he

hewed out a farm in the midst of the forest and

there spent the remainder of his life. His death

occurred during the time of the late war. In pol-

itics he was a Whig and afterward a Republican,

and in religious belief, himself and wife were both

Presbyterians.

Henry Purget is one of a family of ten children

and the only survivor. He was reared amid the

hills of his native' countj^ where he had limited

educational privileges, but his training at farm

labor was not meagre. At an early day he learned

to swing the ax and scj'the, and to his father he

gave the benefit of his labors until he had attained

his majority. He then began farming for himself

in Ross County, Ohio. He married Margaret

Stipp, who died a year later, leaving one child,

who is now Mrs. Margaret Scliultz, of this county.

In 1840, Mr. Purget removed to Madison County,

Ind., and there married Lydia Mustard, a native

of Pike County, Ohio. Securing a tract of land

which was covered with beech trees, he cleared it

of the timber, and there made his home until B'eb-

ruary, 1865, when he came to Iroquois County,

and bought two hundred and seventy acres of

land—his present farm. He now owns two hundred

and forty acres, all in one body, and an eighty-

acre tract near Iiy. The home farm is under a

high state of cultivation and supplied with good

buildings and all necessary improvements. He

has been veiy successful and now owns valuable

property. On one occasion his stable was de-

stroyed by fire and two horses were burned to

death, but with characteristic energy he made

good his loss.

The death of Mrs. Purget occurred November

28, 1891, and her remains were interred in Bel-

mont Cemetery. At her death she left the follow-

ing children: Frederick, who was born in Indiana,

and now resides in Oklahoma, served throughout

the war in the Eighth Indiana Infantiy and was

twice wounded; William is a farmer of Belmont

Township; Henry Stipp is engaged in farming

near Woodland; Jasper aids in the operation of

the home farm; Newton, who with his brother

carries on the old homestead, married Alice Will-

iams, daughter of William Williams; Almira is the

wife of Charles Montgomery, a resident of Iowa;

Orpha is the wife of Charles Crank, who is living

in Chicago; Amanda is the wife of George Alhands,

of Belmont Township; Jane is the wife of Squire

Laird, who resides near Milford and is represented

elsewhere in this volume; and Philip is married

and resides on a part of his father's farm.

Mr. Purget is an adherent of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and gives liberally of his means to

aid in its support. He cast his first Presidential

vote for William Heniy Harrison and his last bal-

lot for the grandson of the Tippecanoe hero, Hon.

Benjamin Harrison. He first supported the AViiig

party and since the organization of the Republican

party has been a stalwart advocate of its principles

but has never been an office-seeker. He has led a

busy and useful life. By his economy, industry

and well-directed efforts he has acquired a hand-

some property, and by his integrity and fair deal-

ing has won universal confidence.

=^;v

"^^l R. LA BOUNTY, an enterprising and well-

known farmer who operates the Lyman
homestead on section 25, Martinton Town-

ship, is a native of the Empire State, his

birth having occurred in Clayton County, on the

24tli of February, 1850. His father, Abraham

La Bounty, was born in the same county, and the

grandfather, Joseph La Bounty, was also a native

of New York and of French descent. The father

of our subject grew to manhood in the county" of

his nsitivity, and there married Sarah Raymond,

also a native of New Y'ork. He followed farming

for a number of years after his marriage and then

came to the West with his fainil3-, locating in Iro-

quois County, 111., where he developed a farm and

reared his family. He met his death by accident,

being drowned in Sugar Creek in Maj^ 1871. His

wife still survives him and resides with her son in

Nuckolls County, Neb.

The subject of this sketch came to Illinois with

his father and grew to manhood in this county.

His educational advantages in early life were

quite limited, but he attended school some after
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attaining his majority and has a good business

education. He remained with his mother until

iier second marriage and carried on the liome farm,

and also aided in rearing and educating the

younger children.

August 21), 1888, Mr. La Bounty led to the mar-

riage altar Miss Mary E., daughter of Jacob Lyman,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Their

union has been blessed with two children, a son and

a daughter: Lj'man J. Calvin and Bertha Rachel

Blanche. They reside with the Lyman 's, and since

his marriage Mr. La Bounty has operated and man-

aged the home farm f<irliis father-in-low. lie is a

man of sterling character and worth and is one of the

enterprising and representative agriculturists of

jNIartinton Township. In politics, he is a Demo-

crat but has never been an offlcer-seeker. Himself

and wife and all of the members of the household

rank high in social circles and their home is the

abode of hospitality.

^^It^@i

QIILLA C. CAST is now living a retired

life in Crescent Citj'. From the history

1) of the pioneer settlers and the prominent

f^ citizens of Iroquois County, the name of

our subject should not be omitted. He claims

Ohio as the State of his nativity, having been

born in Clinton County on the 13th of March,

1837. His grandfather, A. C. Cast, was of Scotcli

descent, and his family were among the pioneers

of Kentucky, where he was born. Hii'am V. Cast,

the father of our subject, was born in Clinton

County, Ohio, in 1818, and was there reared to

manhood. He was married to Ruth Smith, a na-

tive of the Buckeye State, and the}- began their

domestic life upon a farm in the county of his

nativitj-, where they resided until 1840. In that

year they removed to Vermilion Count}', 111.,

locating land near Danville, where Mr. Cast de-

veloped and improved a farm, on which he made

his home until his death in 1844. He was a

prominent and influential citizen, and took quite

an active part in local politics, He served as

County Sheriff, and was one of the honored

pioneers of Vermilion Count}'. His wife sur-

vived him about nineteen years and was a second

time married, becoming the wife of Henry Alex-

ander, an early settler of this county. Her death

occurred in 1862.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest and

only surviving member of a family of three sons.

His educational advantages were quite limited,

but since arriving at years of maturity he h.as by

self-culture become well informed. When a young
man he came to Iroquois County in 18.51, and at

the age of seventeen years rented land and be-

gan farming for himself. His preparations for a

home were completed by his marriage with Miss

Isabella Jane Robinson, their union being cele-

brated on the 1st of January, 1857. The lady

was born near Crawfordsville, Ind., in 1836, and

when a child of two years was brought to this

county, her father, William D. Robinson, being

one of its honored pioneers. After his marriage,

Mr. Cast purchased a forty-acre tract of land,

which he broke and fenced, and made many good

improvements upon it. A part of this land had

been entered by a soldier, Henry Alexander, his

step-father, and lie engaged in its cultivation and

improvement for some time.

It was in 1862 that Mr. Cast purchased forty

acres of land adjoining his first farm. Since that

time he lias bought and sold a number of tracts of

land, and now owns one hundred and sixty acres

in the old home farm. This is a well-improved

and well-tilled place, upon which good buildings

have been erected and many excellent im|)rove-

ments made. He engaged in the operation of his

farm until 1882, when, in order to afford his chil-

dren better educational advantages, he removed to

Crescent City- He was a practical and progressive

farmer, and the neat and thrifty appearance of the

place was an index of his character. About 1874,

he built a substantial residence in Crescent City

where he now resides.

I'nto Mr. and Mrs. Cast were born eight chil-

dren, three of whom are deceased: Nettie is now
the wife of Theodore Oilcrist, a resident of Cres-

cent Township; Alma Grace is the wife of Isaac

Budd, a resident of Pemberton, N. J.; Carrie is a

well-educated young lady and a successful teacher;
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Elmer E., who is married and resides in Milford,

is also engaged in teaching; and Alta E., wlio

completes the family, also follows the. same pro-

fession.

In his political views, Mr. Cast is a Democrat,

having supported that party since he attained

his majority. He has served as Assessor and in

other local offices, and his public duties were

ever discharged with promptness and fidelity. Mrs.

Cast and all the children are members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Cast holds

membership with the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and lias filled all of its chairs. Almost

his entire life has been passed in this county,

and he is well known throughout its borders.

His sterling worth and strict integrity have won

him the confidence and good-will of all, and him-

self and wife are held in the highest regard through-

out the community. He is now resting in the

enjoyment of a well-earned rest, having by years

of industry, enterprise and perseverance won a

handsome competence. For the past four j'ears

he has spent considerable time in travel, visiting

many points of interest in this country, especially

in the South, and during the coming year con-

templates a trip to California.

iS^DMUND GOULD, a prosperc

jfe) makes his home on sectior

Ij'—

^

Township, is a native of th

^f^^DMUND GOULD, a prosperous farmer who

section 19, Ridgeland

the Empire State,

his birth having occurred on the 17th of July,

1830, in Rensselaer County. He is a son of New-

ton and Elmira Gould. In their family were

eight children, of whom our subject was the eldest.

The others are as follows: William, Charlotte,

Luther, Waiter, James, Fannie, and one who died

in infancy. The father of this family de-

parted this life in 1886, and the mother passed

awa^' in 1891. Both were natives of New York

State, where they spent their entire lives, he reach-

ing eighty-four and she eighty-five years.

Our subject was born and reared upon a farm,

and ills early days were passed in the usual occu-

pations of farmer boys. He attended the district

schools and acquired his primary education there,

which he supplemented by furtLer study, and then

received a good business education. When about

nineteen years of age he began teaching in the

district schools during the winter season, and dur-

ing the summer months worked upon the home

farm. He continued teaching for a period of

about five 3'ears and then decided to devote his

attention exclusivelj' to agricultural pui suits. He
therefore rented land and farmed until 1855, at

which time he came Westward and settled in Iro-

quois County, 111., where ho entered one hundred

and sixty acres of lind in Ridgeland Township.

This property was the one on which he still resides,

and here he now carries on a general fanning and

stock-raising business.

January' 1, 1853, Mr. Gould led to the marriage

altar Miss Adeline, daughter of George W. and

Eunice (Jones) Glass. By this union two children

have been born: Carlton, who carries on agricul-

tural pursuits in Ridgeland Township, and is a

successful farmer; and Bertha, who is still under

the parental roof. These children have both re-

ceived the advantages of a good education and

have always been verj- popular in the neighbor-

hood.

Mr. Gould exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Democratic party and is an ardent

supporter of its principles. He takes an active

and interested part in both politics and education,

and is a public-spirited man, doing eveiything in

his power to advance the community's welfare.

Jlr. and Mrs. Gould are consistent members of the

Presbyterian Church, where the3' are zealous

workers. For nearly forty years he has been a

resident of this township and county and in that

time he has witnessed much of its development

and progress. At the time of his first location

here much of the country was under water, but

this difficulty has since been obviated almost en-

tirely by the thorough sj'stem of tile drainage,

now so extensively practiced. Mr. Gould was

appointed by the County Court as one of the

Commissioners of Union Drainage District No. 1,

of Onarga and Ridgeland Townships. It is not too

nuicli to say that the work done bv that board has
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I

done more to enhance the value of the laud than

anything else. On his arrival here the countr3'

was sparsely settled, but since this time thriving

villages, pleasant homes and well-cultivated fields

have sprung up in every direction. During his

long residence here he has made many friends, who
esteem iiim highly for his ([ualities of integrity,

reliability and honor.

3< 1 >^^-^ "*

JOSEPH W. MILLER, Superintendent of the

County Poor Farm and one of the in-

fluential and enterprising citizens of Iro-

quois Count3-, was born on the 7th of Janu-

arj-, 1847, in Madison County, Ind. Ills grand-

father, Joseph Miller, was born in South Carolina,

and became one of the pioneer settlers of ^ladison

County, when there were only three families living

on Pipe Creek for a distance of ten miles. He en-

gaged in farming and blacksmithing and there

spent the remainder of bis life. He was a leading

member of the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch and

served as Class-leader. In polities, he was a Demo-
crat.

John C. Miller, the father of our subject, was

born near Raleigh, N. C, and during his boyhood

went to Indiana. He was reared amid the wild

scenes of frontier life and was educated under the

instruction of a teacher, who was hired by three

families and would board one week at each place

and hold school there. On attaining his majority,

he began life for himself and married Belinda

Cliamness, who came with Mr. Miller's father to

Indiana in iier girlhood. Their union was cele-

brated in 1H45, and on the 10th of April, 1860,

they emigrated to Iroquois County, 111., locating

in Crescent Township, where he bought eighty

acres of land. He subsequently increased it to one

hundred and sixty acres, and later removed to

Watseka, where he engaged in grain dealing. His

death there occurred January 24, 1881, and his

wife died on the farm in 1865. Mr. Miller was a

member of the Odd Fellows' society and was a

Democrat and Greenbacker in politics. He held

several local offices,

IG

In the Miller familj^ were ten children, the eldest

of whom is our subject; Asa is the proprietor of

an hotel at Crescent Cit3-; Sarah became the wife of

Landus Roraine and died in Kansas; John Frank-

lin is engaged in carpentering in Kansas; Caroline,

widow of Samuel West, resides in Slissouri; Martha,

widow of Oscar Short, is living in Crescent Citj';

Thomas makes his home in Colorado; Mi's. Nettie

F.ast resides in Missouri; Miner and the tenth child

died in infanc}'.

Our subject was a lad of fourteen years w hen

with his parents he came to Iroquois County. He
remained under the parental roof until twenty

3-ears of age and then went to Nebraska, where he

engaged in wood-chopping on the Platte River,

making ties for the Union Pacific Railroad. He
sjient nearlj' two 3-ears in the West and during the

last season carried on a blacksmith shop. On his

return to Illinois, he again resumed farming, and

secured as a helpmate and companion on life's

journey Miss Rebecca J. Fiddler. JJer parents,

George and Harriet Fiddler, are numbered among
the pioneer settlers of this county and resided in

Plato when it contained but three dwellings. Mrs.

Jliller was born in Indiana, in November, 1850.

Bv the union of our subject and his wife four chil-

dren have been born: Emma M., born August 18,

1870; John Franklin, April 16, 1875; George

Curtis, September 16, 1881; and Ruth Anna, Octo-

ber 6, 1883.

On his marriage, Mr. Miller purch.ased a small

farm, to which he has since added until he now
owns one hundred and forty acres. He has spent

one year in Southwest Missouri, and on tlie 24th of

March, 1891, w.as appointed Superintendent of the

County Poor Farm. On the expiration of that

terra, so acceptably had he filled the otllcc, he was

re-appointed at an increased salary. He now has

charge of three hundred and ninety acres of land,

which is operated under the direction of a good

foreman. The farm has an average of forty-four

inmates. No better person could have been chosen

for the position than Mr. Miller, whose able ad-

ministration of affairs has won him high com-

mendation. Socially, he is a member of the Odd
Fellows' society and the Modern Woodmen. His

wife belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch.
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In politics, he is a Democrat and supported Presi-

dent Cleveland. He cast his first vote for Horace

Greeley. He supports the man whom he thinks

best qualified to fill the office. Mr. Miller is a man
of sterling worth and integrity and has the confi-

dence and good-will of all with whom he has been

brought in contact.

OHN P. PETERSON, who is engaged in

farming and stock-raising on section 30,

Prairie Green Township, is numbei'ed

J) among the early settlers of the count3',

dating his residence from 1855. He is of Swedish

birth, having been born in Gotten burg, on the 12tii

of January, 1831, and is tjie second in order of

birth in a family of eight children, numbering

three sons and five daughters, of whom only three

are now living. The parents were Jonas and

Christina (Chrisander) Peterson. His father was

also a native of Sweden. In the usual manner of

farmer lads he was reared to manhood, but he

learned the trade of carpenter and joiner. In

1849 he emigrated to America, crossing the Atlan-

tic in a sailing-vessel, which dropped auchoi in

the harbor of New York. He continued his jour-

ney Westward overland until he reached Indiana,

where he spent the remainder of his life, dying at

the age of fifty years. He was a Democrat in pol-

itics, and in religious belief was a Lutheran. His

wife is a member of the same church. .She is still

living at the advanced age of eighty-six years,

and makes her iiome with her son John, where

she is surrounded by every loving care and atten-

tion. The three children of the family yet living

are Mr. Peterson, of this sketch; Ann Eliza, wife

of L. 15. Hastings, a journalist of Hamilton County,

Neb., who is now editor and proprietor of tlie

Aurora Republican; and Odell, who is married, and

follows farming in Nebraska.

Tlie boyhood days of our subject were spent in

his parents' home in the land of his nativity. His

education was ac(|uired at his mother's knee and

by his own oxeitions, until he is now a well-in-

formed man. Wishing to try his fortune iu

America, he bade good-bye to Sweden in 1848,when

a young man of eighteen years, and sailed for the

New World. He landed in New York, was there

taken sick, and for four weeks lay in a hospital.

On his recovery he shipped as a sailor on the

high seas. The merchantman on which he sailed

made trips to Spain and France, and he remained

as one of its crew for twenty-three months, during

which time they encountered many severe storms,

in which he thought he would never again see

land. When the time of his contract had expired,

he returned to this country and went to the

pineries of New York, where he hired out by the

month at $4. He was thus emplo3'ed for four

months, after which he filled a situation for eight

months at $6 per month. He had come to this

country empty-handed, but scorned no labor

whereby he could earn an honest dollar, and thus

provide for his own support.

It was in 1855 that Mr. Peterson came to Iro-

quois County, where he has since made his home.

The same year he was married, the lady of his

choice being Miss Mary Day, a native of West

Virginia, born on the 26th of April, 1836. She is

a daughter of Ambrose and Eve (D0II3') Da.y.

Her father was born in West Virginia, in 1806, was

reared as a farmer, followed that occupation

throughout his entire life, and died in 1 878. His

wife was born in West Virginia in 1807, and died

in 1891, at the advanced age of eighth-four years.

They had a family of eight children, two sons and

six daughters, of whom Mrs. Peterson was the

third in order of birth. She was educated in the

common schools, which were then very primitive.

The building was constructed of logs and heated

by an immense fire-place, the seats were made of

slabs, and the writing-desk along (me side of the

room was a board laid upon two pegs inserted be-

tween the logs. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs.

Peterson was celebrated August 31, 1855, and

seven children graced the union, five sons and two

daughters, but only two are now living. Alpheus

is a successful farmer of Benton Count}', Ind., and

in politics is a Democrat. He married Miss Jennie

McPherson, by whom he has four children. Gus-

tus is ah enterprising farmer residing in Warren

County, Ind, He raiser) twelve thousand bushels
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of corn in 1891. His wife bore the maiden name

of Lena Glaze, and their union has been blessed

with a little son.

Mr. Peterson and his wife located upon their

present farm on the otli of Marcli, 1877. He pur-

ciiased one hundred and sixt3' acres of partially

improved land, upon which there wjis a little

shanty but no other improvements. With char-

acteristic energy he l)egan the development of bis

land, and now has one of the desirable farms of

this vicinity. His home is a neat and comfortable

residence, situated in the midst of well-tilled

fields, and the thrifty .-ippearancc of tlie place in-

dicates the supervision and careful management

of the owner. He has in his possession an old

deed of his land signed by President Pierce. In

politics, Mr. Peterson has been a supporter of the

Democracy since he cast liis first Presidential vote

for Franklin Pierce. Ho is truly a self-made man,

and his success in life is due entirely to his own
efforts. Steadily has he worked iiis wa^- upward,

until he is now numbered among the wealthy and

prominent citizens of the community.

^Ml DDISON WH1TESH)E, a well-known and

WUM prominent farmer of Ridgeland Township,

jj
ii makes his home on section 20, where he

0g/ owns a tr.act of three hundred and twenty

acres of valuable land. His birth occurred in the

city of Cincinnati on the 10th of September, 1816.

He is a son of Samuel II. and Anna (Stewart)

Whiteside. Tlic father was born in Rockbridge

Count}', Va.,.January 16, 1780, and was of English

extraction, while his mother was born December

22, 179.3, in Pennsylvania and was of Scotch de-

scent. Tliey were the parents of six children, of

whom our subject is now the only living child.

Milton S. w.as called to the home bej-ond in 1876;

our subject is next in order of birth; Amanda M.

died in the year 1835 and was the wife of John

Si Isby; Washington died in 1844; and two chil-

dren died in infancy. The father was a jeweler

by trade and his death occurred October 20, 1861.

His wife passed away .January 1, 1865. She was a

devoted member of the Presbyterian Church, and

both were much loved and esteemed by tlieir many

friends and neighbors.

Mr. Whiteside, whose name heads this sketch,

lived until eight years of age in the city of his

birth, and at tliat time his father settled on a farm.

The education of our subject was received in a log

schoolhouse, where he attended until about seven-

teen years of .age. When not in school his time

was emplo3'ed in tiie duties and labors of farm life,

in which he assisted his father as mucii as possible.

In 18,33, he returned to Cincinnati .and began

working at the carpenter's trade, at which labor he

continued until 1837, doing quite well financially.

In the summer of 1837, he went south to Vicks-

burg. Miss., where he remained for some months,

and then went to New Orleans for the winter. The

following year, he went to St. Louis, where he re

mained for a year. He next went to Springfield,

III., where he helped in the building of the old

State Capitol. While engiiged in its construction,

he met with a serious accident, as he fell from tlie

dome of the building to the basement, a distance

of some thirty-six feet. His shoulder was dislocated

and two ribs were broken, and liis Escape from

death w.as considered quite marvellous. He con-

tinued in Springfield during the winter, attend-

ing the session of the LegisLature in which

Lincoln figured, and then returned to Cincin-

nati, where he lived until 1861. In that 3'ear he

came to Illinois and located on the farm which he

still makes his home. His property is known bj-

the name of Long View Stock Farm, on account of

the beautiful view which can be had for miles in

all directions from his residence.

In 1845, Mr. Whiteside married Miss Mary,

daughter of Harlow C. and Caroline (Hunt) Ilola-

bird, both natives of Litchfield Count}', Conn. Mr.

Holabird w.is born September 24, 1798. His wife

was born March 18, 1801. Having lived in Litch-

field County, Conn., which had been the home of

the family for generations, they removed to Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, in 1833. Mr. Holabird died December

11, 1859, and his wife, who was a member of the

Presbyterian Church, died .July 1,1849. Mrs.White-

side is one of five children, two sous and three
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daugliters, of whom two are living: Mrs. Caroline

Dale, of Chicago; and Mrs. Whiteside. By the

union of Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside four children

have been born: Milton S. and his second younger

brother, Samuel, now have charge of the home

farm; Edward E. was murdered by cow bo_ys in

1882, while working as night operator in Tliorn-

dale, Tex., on the International & Great Northern

Railroad; and the youngest, Harlow H., is Super-

intendent of the Zinc Works at Rich Hill, Mo.

Politically, Mr. AVhiteside casts his ballot in

favor of the Democratic party, having voted for

fifteen Democratic Presidential candidates. He

has been an active member of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows foi- the long period of fifty-

four years, having been connected with that order

longer than any man in the State save one. He has

always assisted in public enterprises and has done

much for the growth and development of this

county'. He has many friends in this section who

esteem him as a man of high character, integrity

and genuine worth. Mrs. Whiteside has been con-

nected with the Presbyterian Church some fift}--

five years.

m>-^^<^

^.ILLIAM CARY DUNN, who is engaged in

the hotel business in Sheldon as proprie-

tor of tlie Dunn Hotel, has the honor of

being a native of Illinois. He was born in Elgin,

Kane County, October 29, 1842, and is a son of

George and Sarah (Welsh) Dunn, both of whom
were natives of the Empire State. The paternal

grandfather, Gary Dunn,was of Scotch descent, and

his wife came of one of the Dutch families residing

in the Mohawk Valley. The maternal grandfather,

William Welsh, was a native of Ireland and when

a 3'oung man emigrated to America. He became

one of the pioneers of Ohio and was one of tlie

first settlers of Kane County, 111. His son Albert

was the first white child born in that county.

The father of our subject was born in 1813 and

was a carpenter by occupation. He also followe<l

farming. In 1838, he emigrated to Elgin, 111.,

when the population of that place numbered <>n\y

four families. He afterward removed to IMcIIenry

County and is now living in Algonquin, that

county. His wife departed this life in 1881. In

the family were eleven children, ten of whom are

j-et living: William is the eldest; Mary Ann is the

wife of Henrj' Tubbs, a resident of Fowler, Ind.;

Lydia is the wife of Ed Dyke, who resides in Cary

Station, 111.; Melissa is the wife of Fred Hubbard,

who is living in Richland, Kan.; Olive is the wife

of Fred Baldwin, of Cary Station; Emma is the

wife of Kirk Pherson, of St. Charles, 111.; .Tames T.

is located in Denver. Colo.; George E. resides in

Sheldon and is city drayman; David D. is living

in Cherry County*, Neb.; and Benjamin A. resides

in Terre Haute, Ind.

In 1867, Mr. Dunn was united in marriage with

Miss Agnes Moreland. a native of Glasgow, Scot-

land, and unto them have been born four children,

tlireo of whom are now living: Ada, wife of A. J.

Klute; Ida and Leon C. The family is one of

prominence in this community, and its members

rank high in social circles.

Mr. Dunn whose name heads tliis record was

educated in the public schools of Mclleniy County,

111., and at the age of seventeen j-ears left home to

earn his own livelihood. He began working on a

farm and was thus employed until 18G0, when he

went to Iowa, where he remained until he entered

the service during the late war. On the 13th of

August, 1862, he enlisted as a member of Company

G, Twenty-first Iowa Infantry, under Col. Merrill.

Tiie regiment rendezvoused at Dubuque, Iowa,

and thence was sent to Raleigh, Mo. Mr. Dunn re-

mained in the service until the close of the war,

and participated in the battles of Champion Hills,

Port Gibson, Raymond, Black River, Vicksburg,

Jackson, Spanish Fort and Mobile, after which he

returned to New Orleans and went up the Red

River. He also participated in the siege of Vicks-

burg and the battles of Jackson and Memphis, and

when the war was over he received his discharge

in Clinton, Iowa, Juhi- 25, 1865. He served as

Orderly to Col. Merrill and with him returned

home on a thirty-day furlough. He did some

arduous service and experienced many of the

liardships and privations of army life, but was ever

found at his post of duty, faithful to his country.
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When the war was over, Mr. Dunn returned to bis

home in Illinois, but the following spring again

went to Iowa with Yankee Robinson's Show and

traveled one season; he then comnionced staging

from Ft. Des Moines to Council Bluffs, Iowa. In

1871, he came to Iroquois Count}' and engaged in

farming, and in 1873 engaged in the hotel business.

The following year he engaged in the livery busi-

ness, whicli he has carrried on continuously since,

with the exception of three years. In 1889, he

became proprietor of the Smith House, of which he

had charge a year, and in 1890 built the Dunn
Hotel.

In his social relations, Mr. Dunn is a Knight of

Pythias, belonging to Damon I,odge No. 72, of

Kcntland, Ind., and a charter member of L. B.

Brown Post, G. A. R., of Slieldon, 111. In politics,

he is a Democrat. As a proprietor of the Dunn
Hotel, he is enjoying a good trade. As he eai-

nestly desires to please his customers, and as the

place and all its appointments are complete, the

hotel has found favor with the traveling public.

Our subject is a pleasant and popular man, who
wins friends wherever he goes, and in this com-

munitv is regarded as a valued citizen.

:a: r-i-i-i-i-P

TP^jIC'HARD AMEHMAN, one of the promi-

lis*t nent citizens of the county, who is now llv-

A \V ing a retired life in Iloopeston, was born in

^pDavis C'ountj', Ind., December 28, 1825,

and is a son of Peter Amerman, a native of the

Empire State. The paternal grandfather of our

subject was a German b}' birth and in the Old

Country was a saUor. Coming to America, he

spent the remainder of his d.ays in New York, and

was captain of a boat on the Hudson River. The
fatlier of our subject, who was an invalid and

cripple, came to the West for his health. He had

accpiired a good education in the State of his na-

tivity, and taught school in Indiana for some

years.

At the age of thirty-eight, Peter Amerman
married Margaret McKnight, a native of Ken-

tnckv, and unto them was born a familv of thir-

teen children. The father taught school in the

winter months and in the summer engaged in

farming. He died at iiis home in Vermillion

County, Ind. Botii he and his wife were members

of the Presbyterian Church and were prominent

and active workers. In his business dealing, he won
success and acquired a handsome competence. In

politics, he was a Whig. He was a great reader

and had a large library' of religious and other

works. His death occurred at the advanced age

of eighty-seven years.

Of the children in the Amerman family. Mrs.

j\Iary Jane Mast resides in the town of Dana,

Vermillion County, Ind.; Richard is the next

younger; Mrs. Eliza Ralston makes her home
in Dana, Vermillion County; Sarah is deceased;

James is living near the old homestead; John died

in infancy; John, the second of the name, is living

a retired life in Clinton, Ind.; William, who was

a soldier during the late war, is living retired in

Iloopeston; Theopolis, who was also one of the

boys in blue, is located in Dana, Ind.; Henry went

to the war and was never again heard from; and

Peter, who was also one of the defenders of the

Old Flag, owns and operates the homestead farm.

The subject of this sketch remained at home un-

til nineteen years of age, and then began to learn

the wagon-maker's trade, but on account of ill

health he was forced to abandon that occupation.

As he was the eldest son, much of the care of his

father's farm devolved upon him. On attaining

his majority, he went Soutii to oversee slaves in a.

woodyard at Booey's Landing, Tenn., on the Mis-

sissippi River. He was a Democrat when he went

to that place, but on his return was a stanch Re-

publican. He saw the slaves of which he had had

charge all sold from the block and the families

broken up. Their owner had intended to free his

negroes, but his death suddenly occurred and the

slaves were disposed of in the manner indicated.

After a year our subject returned to liic North

and began working witii his brother-in-law. He
afterward went to Clinton, Ind., and was foreman

of a pork-packing establishment and a grist and
sawmill for .several vears.

It was while in Clinton that Mr. Amerman was
married, October 22, 1848, to Miss Hannah Watson,
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who was born in Ohio and reared in Vermillion

Couuty, Ind., and when six 3'ears old was taken

by her parents to that county. In 1855, our sub-

ject sold out and came by team to Illinois. He

purchased one liundred and sixty acres of land

near Ash Grove, and until he could build a better

home lived in a little shanty, 12x13 feet, not

latlied or phxstered. The snow sifted in through

the craclvs and covered the beds, and the cabin

proved a poor protection from the elements. Hav-

ing established himself in a home and having l>een

blessed with a family of five children, he deter-

mined to secure a better education. Accordingly,

with his three eldest children, he attended school

a term, taught by George Binford. Mr. Amerman

has beeii an active worker in the interests of pub-

lic education. He has the distinction of haTing

organized the first free school in his communitj',

district No. 1, Ash Grove. Some years after quit-

ting school he took up the studv of law under Judge

Woods and A. S. Palmer, of Onarga. After the

necessary preparation he was examined by a com-

mittee appointed by .Judge Woods, and was ad-

mitted to the Bar. Having practiced successfully

for five years, he saw his educational attainments

were so meagre tiiat he could not hope to reach

the top round in his profession, and, not willing to

be a mediocre, he turned his attention to dealing

in stock, a business for which he was especially

adapted. The success with which he has met has

proved his good judgment in selecting this occupa-

tion. In connection with dealing in stock he has

been an extensive breeder of fine horses, cattle

and hogs.

For thirty-four years Mr. Amerman made his

home upon that farm, transforming it into one of

the valuable places of the county, but at length he

purchased sixteen acres of land in Cissna Park,

built a beautiful residence and made his home in

that place until 1892, when he purchased a better

residence in Hoopeston, where he can have better

educational privileges for his daughter. He still

owns three hundred and sixty acres of fine land in

Ash Grove Township. He has platted his land in

Cissna Park and has made two additions to the

town. Since the incorporation of Cissna Park, he

has been its Police Magistrate.

In 1882, Mr. Amerman was called upon to

mourn the loss of his wife, who died of heart dis-

ease on the 7th of August. She was a lady who
had the love and esteem of all, and her death

proved a sorrow to the entire community, as well

as to her immediate famil}-. Mr. an(i Mrs. Amer-

man had a family of thirteen children: Sarah, who
is now Mrs. Cheek, resides in Hoopeston. Isaac, who
was born in Indiana but was reared in this county,

attended the public schools and was graduated

from Onarga Seminary. He then studied medicine

in Louisville, Ky., and Cincinnati, and for two

years has been professor in a medical institute

of St. Louis. He carries on a large infirmary- in

Nevada, Mo., and now has an extensive practice,

and is a physician of prominence and a man of more

than ordinary abilit3'. Joseph, who is a barber

by trade, on account of ill health is at home.

Robert, who acquired his education in Onarga,

married Miss Alice Lank, was engaged in general

merchandising at Hooi)estovvn, but is interested in

the Bi-Chloride of Gold Institute of that place.

Alonzo operates the old homestead farm; Charles,

who was graduated from the Keokuk Medical

College and attended one term in Louisville, is

now enjoying a good practice in Harrisonville, Mo.

Richard, Jr., graduated fiom the business course

in Onarga Seminar^-, was former!}' engaged in

merchandising in Hoopeston, and is now interested

in the Bi-Chloride of Gold Institute with his brother.

George W. graduated from the Dental College of

Kansas City, and is now engaged in practice in

Harrisonville, Mo. Annie .Jane is at home. Four

children are deceased, William, Peter, James E.

and Nathaniel.

Mrs. Amerman was a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church. He is one of the prominent

workers in the United Brethren Church, and has

given liberally to its support. He cast his first

Presidential vote for Heniy Clay. We have before

spoken of the influence slavery had upon him, and

at the organization of the Republican iMi't.Vi to

prevent the further extension of that institution, he

joined its ranks and has since been one of its zeal-

ous advocates. He is one of the prominent and

iiifluential members of the party in this commun-

ity, and is a witty and entertaining speaker. Diir-
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ing the late war he was a standi friend of the

Union and did all in his power to raise troops and

aid the soldiers. He was a member of the Home
Guards and also of the Union League.

JNIr. Amerman started out in life for himself at

the age of nineteen. He first worked out a store

bill of *-t8 for his father, who then gave him his

time. He has led a busy and useful life and by

his well-directed efforts, industry and perseverance

he has acquired a handsome property. He posses-

ses good judgment and excellent executive ability,

and in this way has won a well-deserved prosper-

ity. He is a man of upright character, held in

the highest esteem by all who know him, and it is

with pleasure tiiat we present to our readers this

record of bis life.

eLEMENT F. FLEMING is numbered among

the pioneer settlers of Iroquois County,

and now resides on section 14, Belmont

Township, where he owns and operates two hun-

dred and five acres of land, a highly improved

and well-cultivated farm, which yields to him a

golden tribute for the care and cultivation he be-

stows upon it. His life record is as follows: He

was born near West Leljanon, Warren County,

Ind., December 3, 1831. His paternal grandfather,

Peter Fleming, served both in tlie Revolutionary

War and in tlie War of 1812. He w.as born and

reared in Kentucky, but afterwards emigrated to

Preble County, Ohio, crossing the Wabash River in

an Indian canoe. His death occurred in Warren

County, Ind.

The father of our sutiject, Andrew Fleming, was

born in Preble County, Ohio, and was reared to

manliood amid the wild scenes of frontier life.

He emigrated to Warren County, Ind., in 1822.

when there were only two other families in the

entire county. He entered a tract of land and

made a farm in the wilderness. For twenty years

before his death he was the oldest settler in the

county. He married Ann Mitcliell, a native of

New Jersev. Her father was murdered on the

Delaware River in his boat and his bod3' was found

floating down the stream. A part of his family

then emigrated to Ohio, where Andrew and Ann
Fleming were married. Immediately thereafter

they went to Indiana, where the\' spent the remain-

der of their days. The mother died in 1883, and

the father died July 9, 1890, at the age of eighty-

six years. He was a Whig in politics and a Uni-

versalist in religions belief. In his younger years

he was a teacher and fine writer. 15y his own

efforts he acquired his education, and became a

well-informed man. He also possessed good busi-

ness ability, and was quite successful in his under-

takings. The family numbered eight children:

William, of Hutchinson, Reno County, Kan.; Juliet

and Julian, twins, the former a resident of Kan-

sas and the latter a resident of Williamsport;

C. F. of this sketch; Christina who died in Warren

County, Ind.; James A., who died at the age of

twentj'^-three in Warren County, Ind.; Minerva,

who is living in Williamsport, Ind.; and John J.,

a soldier of the late war, who is now living retired

in Watseka.

Mr. Fleming whose name heads this record spent

his boyhood days in attendance at the common
schools during the winter season and in the sum-

mer months worked on the farm. He remained at

home until the fall of 1852, when he entered two

hundred acres of land in Iroquois County. About

1853, with his father and brothers, he entered

twelve hundred acres of land in Stockland

Township. It was all a wild, open prairie, infested

by wolves. At the age of twenty-three, Mr. Flem-

ing took up his residence upon his land, and began

breaking prairie with four yoke of oxen. The first

summer he broke one hundred and forty acres of

laivd, and in course of time he i)laced the entire a-

mount under cultivation. Since then he has bought

and sold a number of farms, but for twenty'-six years

liavbeen a resident of Belmont Township. He
now owns his home farm of two iiundred and five

acres, bought of his wife's father, together with an-

other farm of forty acres, and three hundred and

twenty acres in the Platte Valley, in Dawson

County, Neb., which is operated by his son.

Mr. Fleming was married on the farm v,-hich is

now his home, October 4, 18G0, to IMiss Sarah A.
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McConnell, a native of Beuton County, Ind., and

a daughter of John and Alraira (Sargent) McCon-

nell, pioneer settlers of this count}', who now re-

side in Bates Country, Mo. Seven children have

been born unto our subject and his wife: Ida, the

eldest, is now the wife of Andrew J. Gillflllan, a

farmer of Belmont Township; .John A. and Arthur

Grant are engaged in the operation of their father's

laud in Nebraska, and John A. is married; Hattie

is the wife of Dorn Harden, a printer of Ottawa,

111.; Frank L., Philo Alvin, an<l Homer D. are

still under the parental roof.

Mr. and Mrs. Fleming are members of the Chris-

tian Church and are charitable and benevolent

people, who are highl}' respected in this com-

munity'. Our subject cast his first vote for Fre-

mont, and has since been a stalwart supporter of

Republican principles. He is numbered among

the earliest settlers of this county. When a boy

of nine years, with his father and brother William,

they drove three teams of oxen to Chicago, where

they sold three wagon-loads of oats on what is

now South Water Street; returning, they brought

with them salt and bacon, for which tliey received

a good price. Forty years passed before Mr. Flem-

ing again saw Chicago .and the change that had

been made then seemed almost incredible. He

has watched the entire growth and upbuilding of

this count}', and he is one of its self-made men who

has worked his w.ay upward to competency and

ease.

- • ^^^^^#^-'-'*^*^

"jTl OHN I. EVANS, who is engaged in general

farming on section 29, Iroquois Township,

where for twenty j'ears he has made his

home, was born on the 8th of March, 1848,

in St. Joseph County, Ind. His fatlicr, Jacob

Evans, was a native of Ohio, and about 1827, when

a lad of eight years, removed with his mother,

a widow, to Indiana, locating in Bartholomew

County, then an almost unbroken wilderness.

Amid the wild scenes of pioneer life he grew to

manhood, and was joined in wedlock with Miss

Mary Ann Richardson, wiio was born near Cincin-

nati, Ohio. About two years after his marriage

he removed to St. Joseph County, Ind., locating

upon a farm. His death occurred about six years

later, in 1854. His wife survived him for a num-
ber of years and was a second time married. She

also spent the remainder of her life in St. Joseph

County.

Mr. Evans, of whom we write, went to Southern

Indiana after his father's death and lived with his

grandparents until sixteen years of age. He at-

tended the public schools and acquired a good

English education. When a lad of sixteen he en-

tered tiie service of his country, enlisting as a

member of the Eleventh United States Infantry, on

the 15th of April, 1864, for three years' service.

AVith his regiment he participated in the battles in

front of Petersburg and soon afterward was taken

prisoner at Weldon Railroad. About twenty days

later he was paroled, and remained at Annapolis,

Md., until exchanged, when he rejoined his regi-

ment and continued with that command until

honorably discharged on the 13th of January,

1865.

Mr. Evans returned to the county of his nativ-

ity, where he remained one year. The spring of

1866 witnessed his arrival in Iroquois Count}-,

and he began work upon a farm by the month. In

the spring of 1867, however, he returned to Indi-

ana, but after a year again came to this county

and engaged in farming with an uncle., John

Evans, who was one of the early settlers of Iroquois

Township, remaining with him for a period of four

years. It was in 1872 that he purchased his present

farm, a tract of raw prairie, and located thereon in

1873, and has since made it his home. He now
owns eighty acres of highly improved and valua-

ble land, pleasantly situated about six and a-half

miles from AVatseka, and one and a-half miles

from Crescent City. The well-tilled fields and

good improvements u|)on the place attest his

thrift and enterprise.

On the 26th of February, 1880, in Champaign

County, 111., Mr. Evans was united in marriage

with Miss Addie Munhall, a native of that county,

and a daughter of James and Nancy (Webber) Mun-

hall, who were pioneer settlers of Champaign

County. Two children have been born unto our

subject and his wife, a daughter and son, Edith

and James M.
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Tlie parents are both members of the Congrega-

tional Church of Crescent City, iu which Mr.

P>vans fills the office of Trustee. He is a member

of Standard Lodge No. 607, I. 0. O. F., of Cres-

cent City, has filled all of its offices and is now
Past Grand, lie also holds membership with the

Grand Army Post. The cause of edneation finds

in him a warm friend and he has done effective

service in the interest of the schools, lie believes

Uiat good schools make good citizens and that

capable teachers should be employed. Mr. Evans

is a wide-awake and enterprising citizen who has

tiie best interests of the community at heart, and

he and his wife well deserve representation in this

volume.

T SAAC W. WILSON, one of the self-made men

II of the county, who started out in life empty-

jj handed but now has a comfortable compe-

tence, is engaged in farming on section 22, Ridge-

land Township. He was born in Warren County,

X. J., on the 2.3rd of April, 1825, and is one of a

family of nine children born of the union of Will-

iam and Mary (Probasco) Wilson. His parents

were both natives of New Jersey and were of

Irish and English extraction, respectively. The

father was a carpenter and joiner by trade and

followed that occupation throughout his business

career. He died at an early age in 1825, when

Isaac was only eight months old. The mother of

our subject long survived him and was called to

her final rest in 1878. Of the family nearl3' all

arc now deceased. John died in 1832; Elizabeth

died in 1884: William died in 1872; .Sarah died

in 1885; Catherine is still living; Thompson died

in 18-11; George W. is engaged in farming in

New Jersey; Isaac W. is the next younger; and

one other child died in infancy.

The subject of this sketch was born and reared

upon a farm. As his father died during his in-

fancj' he received very limited educational privi-

leges, for at an early age he had to begin to earn

his own livelihood. He was a lad of onl^^ thir-

teen summers when his mother hired him out to

work on a farm, he receiving the munificent sum

of 84.50 i^er month for his services. He would

attend school during the winter months and work

upon the farm in the summer season. His time

was thus passed until he was twenty j-ears of age,

when he apprenticed himself to learn the molder's

trade at Auburn, N. Y., where he remained for a

year. At tlie expiration of that period he spent a

year and a-half in Geneva and Syracuse, N. Y.,

and then went to Seneca Falls, where he remained

working at his trade until 1856.

In the meantime Mr. Wilson was married. On
December 1, 1847, he was joined in wedlock with

Miss Sarah Gaylord, who died on the 22d of

Jlay, 1883, the union being celebrated in New
Hartford, Oneida County, N. Y. She was a

daughter of Benajah and Polly (Friend) Gaylord,

both natives of Connecticut. Her remains were

interred in Onarga Cemetery. In December, 1884,

Mr. Wilson was again married, his second union

being with Mrs. Julia A. Munson, widow of Ran-

som Munson, of Watseka, III. She is a native of

Delaware Count}', N. Y., and in 1855 came to this

State. Of her mairiage to Mr. Munson two chil-

dren are living, John F. and Mary.

Tn 1853, attracted by the discovery of gold in

California, Mr. AVilson left home and journeyed

to the Pacific Slope, making the trip by water.

At length he landed in San Francisco. For eight

months he remained in the West, working at his

trade, prospecting and raining. He then returned

to Seneca Falls, N. Y., where he resided until

1856. That year witnessed his arrival in Iroquois

County, 111. Casting his lot among the early set-

tlers, he purchased eighty acres of land on section

22, Ridgeland Township, and began the develop-

ment of a farm, upon which he has since resided.

He now owns two hundred and forty acres of ar-

able land, which is under a high state of cultiva-

tion and finely improved with all modern conven-

iences and the accessories of a model farm.

Mr. Wilson is a supporter of the Democracy

and takes quite an active part in local politics,

doing all in his power for 'the growth and up-

building of his party. He has served his town-

ship as Supervisor for two terms and at present is

Commissioner of Highways.
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In 1889 he was appointed one of the Commis-

sioners of Union Drainage District No. 1, of

Onarga and Ridgt-land Township, and for two

years succeeding he served as Secretary. They

dredged with sleam dredge four and twenty nine-

liundrcdths miles. Besides they laid thirteen and

forty-flve-hundredth miles of tile, ranging from

nine to eighteen inches, at a total cost of $21,000.

Although greatly opposed, the work was pushed

forward and as Mr. Wilson took an active part

he received his full share of the epithets and

opprobrium. But now the citizens of the district

universally grant it to be the best investment of

their lives and hold that it has done more to en-

hance the value of the land than anything else.

Sociallj', he is a member of the Masonic order

and was connected with the old County Agricul-

tural Societ}^ when the fairs were held at Onarga,

in which he was honored with the office of Presi-

dent for four years. His property represents his

own hard labor, for he began life empty-handed,

working his way upward by industry and enter-

prise to a position among the enterprising citizens

of the C0lInt3^ He is numbered among the early

settlers of the communit}% having for thirty-six

years here made his home. He has witnessed

much of the growth and upbuilding of the county,

has aided in its progress and development, and

well deserves representation in its history.

SAAC AMERMAN, Justice of tiie Peace of

Onarga, was born in New York City, on the

|i 23d day of February, 1822, and is a son of

Peter aiid Charlotte P. (Knapp) Amerman, the

former a native of New York and the hitter of Con-

necticut. The fatlier was married previous to his

union to the mother of our subject, and had nine

children by the first marriage. Two sons and

two daughters were born to Peter and Charlotte

Amerman: Helen, now the widow of Alexander

F. Dodge; Frances A., widow of Samuel S.

Doughty; Richard and Isaac.

AVhen seven years old our subject went to live

with his eldest brother in Johnstown, N. Y., making

the trip by steamboat and canal. . He received his

education in the academy of that place. In 18.S6, he

returned to his home in New York City, where he

remained till his removal Westward. After attain-

ing to man's estate he married Miss Margaret B.

Couklin, daughter of AVilliam and Susan (Far-

rington) Conklin, of New York City. In June,

1855, he emigrated with his family to the West,

locating in St. Joseph, Mich., where he lived for

three j'ears. In July, 1858, he came to Illinois,

locating in Onarga Township, Iroquois County,

where he has since made his home. He has been

prominently identified with its history and is

widely and favorably known throughout the

county.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Amerman were born eleven

children: William C, born January 1, 1844, en-

listed for the late war in August, 1862, as a mem-
ber of Company D, One Hundred and Tliirteenth

Illinois Infantry, and remained in the service un-

til the cessation of hostilities. He was wounded

in the head at the battle of Arkansas Post. On
the 7th of October, 1866, in Lake Mills, Wis., he

married Miss Harriet E. Kilbourn, and their home
is now in Howell County, Mo. They have four

sons: Theodore, Isaac, Arba and Frank. Emeline

S. was born September 22, 1845. Margaret A.,

born December 4, 1847, became the wife of Yin-

cent Farrington, of Bloomington, Monroe County,

Ind., December 25, 1866. Thej' now reside in On-

arga and have three children: Samuel M., Albert

and Paul. Peter, born June 26, 1850, wedded

Miss Maria .1. Davies, daughter of Thomas Da vies,

of Onarga, October 21, 1878, and their liome in

Beatrice, Neb., is briglitened by the presence of one

son, Carl. Albert M., born February 19, 1852,

wedded Miss Mary Alice Lowe, of Onarga, and one

child, Charles L., graces their union, which was cel-

ebrated June 14, 1888. Richard M., born March

11, 1854, died January 10, 1867, Charlotte M. was

born December 23, 1856, in Berrien County, Mich.

Helen D. was born September 29, 1859, Fr.ances

O., born May 26, 1862, is the wife of John AV.

Millar, a Presbyterian minister. They were mar-

ried May 12, 1891, and reside in Deer Lodge City,

Mont. Philip M. was born March 1, 1866. Charles

H., born March 15, 1867, died on the 23d of Au-
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gust following. Tbe first six eliildren of llie fam-

ily were born in New York Cit}' and the four

youngest in tiiis county.

In .lanuary, 1866, Mr. Anierinan whose name

heads this record w.as elected to the ottice of .his-

tice of the Peace to fill a vacancy and has since

held that position with the exception of one term,

when he was absent from the State. His long-con-

tinued service attests the prompt and faithful man-

ner in which he discharges his duties and his per-

sonal popularity. In polities he is a warm advo-

cate of Republican principles and has held various

offices of trust and responsibility for a long period

of years. He and his entire family are members

of the Presbyterian Church, in which he served as

Elder for a number of years, when he resigned.

Socially, he is a member of Onarga Lodge No. 305,

A. F. & A. M., and for several years was honored

with the office of Worshipful Master. He has

been identified with the best interests of Onarga

for many years and is numbered among its val-

ued and leading citizens who well deserve repre-

sentation in this volume.

eAPT. COLUMBL'S CROSS, who for four

years gallantly defended the flag of our

country during the late war, is a dealer in

marble and monuments at Gilman. He was born

in lltica, N. Y., May 17, 1825, and is a son of

Erastus and Ann (Evans) Cross. His father was

born in Great Barrington, Mass., though his ances-

tors came from England prior to the Revolu-

tionary War. His grandfather Cross and his

brother served in that war, while his father and

several of his brothers served in the War of 1812.

His mother was born at Great Barrington also, and

her people were of Welsh descent. In 1792, the

parents of our subject emigrated to Utica, where

his father engaged in the monument and marble

business as long as he lived. He had an extensive

trade, and was widely and favorably known, both

.as a skillful workman and as a man of honor and

integrity. Much of his work still remains. Pol-

itically, he was a Democrat, and both he and his

worthy wife were members of the Methodist

Church. In 1848 they were both called to the

better land. They had a family of eight children,

four sons and four daughters, none of whom sur-

vive save our subject and one brother, Erastus, of

Oakley Station, 111., who started the first marble

works at La F.ayette, Ind. Subsequently acquir-

ing a section of land at Oakley, lie has since made

that place his home.

Mr. Cross received such an education as the

common schools of that early time afforded. He

spent much of his time when young in his father's

marble shop, and by the time he was ten years

old had acquired a liking for the business, so that

at his request his father put him to work at

smoothing up letters on tombstones, at which he

soon became very expert. When only about

eighteen, he was employed to carry on the marble

business at Erie, Pa., by a firm that owned a

quarry in Vermont. Two years later they sent

him with a boat-load of marble to Zanesville,

Ohio, where for some time he carried on the same

line of trade for them. In company with A. C.

Smith, he then established business at Cincinnati,

under the firm name of the Great Western Marble

Works. They continued a very extensive and

successful trade until the cholera broke out in

18-49, when he sold out and went down the river,

opening a fine quarry of white stone at New-

market, Ind., After five years he discovered that

the stone would not stand the action of the

weather. He therefore sold his interest and went

on to St. Louis, where he continued at his trade

until 1857, when he removed to Jacksonville, em-

barking in the same business.

On the breaking out of the war, Mr. Cross

raised a company, of which he w.as elected Cap-

tain. They remained in camp near Springfield

until November, 1861, when they were mustered

into service as Company E, Tenth Illinois Cav-

alry. His company was called to Missouri and

Arkansas, where after eighteen months' service he

resigned, went to New York and raised Company
E, Second New York Cavalry, which was assigned to

Custer's Division. In the Shenandoah Valley he saw

much hard service, and participated in the battles
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of Cedar Creek and Winchester, where Sheridan

made his famous ride. From that time until the

close of the war he was in engagements almost

daily. Near Newmarket, Va., he was kicked by a

horse on the right knee, which disabled him for

several months. He was mustered out at Ft.

Niagara, on the 16th of August, 1865.

Soon afterward, Mr. Cross went to Onarga,

where he established himself in his former occupa-

tion of tombstone and monument work. In 1869

he removed to Gilman, where he has had an exten-

sive trade since. Among the best work he has done

are the three O'llarre monuments at Amboj^ 111.;

one for Goldsboro, Ore., which went on the first

through freight train on the Northern Pacific; the

Soldiers' Monument at Mobile, Ala., for the Sev-

enty-sixth Illinois Infantry; and Van Kirk's

monument at Momence, 111. The Matzenbaugh

vault in Oak Hill Cemetery, at Watseka, and the

Danforth vault in the Danforth Cemeterj^ are also

fine examples of his skill and art. His long expe-

rience in this line has taught him that Italian

marble, owing to extremes in heat and cold in

this climate, is not as durable as the American

marbles.

At Rensselaer, Ind., he led to the marriage altar

Miss Mattie Babb, on the 20th of May, 1866. She

passed awa}' March 9, 1886, leaving a wide circle

of friends to mourn her loss. She was an earnest

and consistent member of the Presbyterian

Church. To Mr. and Mrs. Cross were born four

children : Minnie, Lucy, Ella and .Julia. The

three first-named are graduates of the Oilman

High School, Ella having had the honor of being

the valedictorian of her class. The sisters are all

members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Cross,

though not a church member, contributes liberally

to church work.

In politics his sympathies are with the Repub-

lican partj'. He was formerly a Whig, his first

vote being cast for Taylor. In 1859, as is shown

in the reports of the State Fair held at Jackson-

ville, he took the first premium for fine work in

sculpture. He is a man widely known on account

of his workmansliip and his long residence in this

section. He is a member of the Grand Arm^'

Post of Gilman. In the time of our countr3''s

need he was among the first to come to her assist-

ance, and bravely did he defend her rights. In a

like manner he has always responded to the call

of dut}' wherever it led him, and thus deserves the

commendation of all true patriots and friends of

the riffht.

!^+^i

IRAM A. PERRY, who carries on general

J

farming and stock-raisng on section 8,

Milford Township, has been a resident of

Iroquois county- for about thirty 3'ears. A
native of Indiana, he was born in Switzerland

County, that State, on the 1st of December, 1853,

and is one of a familj' of nine children, whose

parents, Hiram and Elizabeth (Dalton) Perry,werc

both natives of New York. Of their family, Eu-

gene P. married Elizabeth Hammond, and unto

them were born four children, two of whom and

their father are deceased. Albert Wellington, who

married Loretta Dalton, b}' whom lie has five chil-

dren, is a resident of Momence, 111. Mertia Helen

became the wife of Eber J. Gilbert; the3' and two of

their four children are now deceased. Daniel Gilbert

was joined in wedlock with Lucinda J. Penny, and,

with their five children, they live in Sheldon Town-

ship, Iroquois County. Lewis McMillan married

Miss Mary Empy. William Wallace married Kittie

McCorniick, who died in May, 1891, leaving three

children. Emma Rebecca is the wife of Addison

Morgan, and, with their family of two children,

the}' reside in Onarga, 111. Lucy Ann is the wife of

Frank Morgan, and with their two children they

also make their home in Onarga.

Our subject spent the first ten years of his life

in the State of his nativity, and in February, 1863,

came with his parents to Illinois, the family locat-

ing in Del Rey, where the children grew to man-

hood and womanhood. Hiram was educated in

the public schools and remained under the paren-

tal roof until he had attained his majority. He

is now engaged in farming and stock-raising, oper-

ating a good farm on section 8, Milford Township.

He is an enterprising agriculturist, practical and

progressive, and is meeting with good success in
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liis unileitakiiigs. Politically, he is :i stanch Dera-

iicrat.

On Cliristinas Daj- of 1877, Mr. H. A. Perry was

united in marriage with Jliss Mary Jane Kiser,

daughter of John C. and Sarah J. (Hutcbinson)

Kiser, of "Waiseka. They began their domestic

life upon the farm and now have a pleasant home

in Milford Township. They have a wide circle of

friends and acquaintances throughout the eom-

muiiitv and are numbered among the highly re-

spected citizens.

^ IIAKLKS LINCOLN DAZEY is one of the

wide-awake and enterprising young business

men of Milford, who is engaged as a grain

dealer, a member of the firm of Wilcox & Dazey.

His life record is as follows: He was born in

Fountain County, Ind., December 22, 1861. and is

a son of Aaron and Dorcas Ann (Smith) Dazey,

both of whom were born and reared in Fountain

County. By occupation his father was a farmer

and followed that business throughout the greater

part of his life. In 1869 he left the State of his

nativit}' and emigrated with his family to Illinois,

locating in Iroquois County, a mile and a-lialf

southeast of jNIilford, where he still resides. The

mother departed this life July 12, 1888. In the

family were six children, five of whom are j'et

living: Charles L. of this sketch is the eldest.

Jessie, born February 28, 1863, is the wife of

Lucas Jones. They reside upon a farm about five

miles east of Milford, and have two children. Alta,

born May .5, 186.'), is the wife of Samuel Sloane,

who is engaged in farming about six miles south-

east of ^Milford, where they are living with their

two sous. Clinton Francis, born February 18, 1867,

married Ida Curtis, by whom he has a little daugh-

ter, and he too is an agriculturist, residing five

miles northeast of ^lilford. Cora, born April 21,

1870, is living with her father. Oka, born in Sep-

tember, 1872, died in infancy.

Our subject was a lad of al)Out eight summers,

when witii his parents he came to Iroquois County,

111. Tuder the parenlal roof he was reared to

manhood and the educational privileges of the

common schools were his. On the 18th of Julj',

1883, he was united in marriage with Miss Annie

Fitzgibbon, daughter of Patrick H. and Mary

(Murray) Fitzgibbon. Her parents are natives of

the Emerald Isle, but now reside in Beloit, Wis.

For some time after his marriage, Mr. Dazey en-

gaged in farming, but for the past seven years he

has been a resident of Milford, and is one of its

leading and successful business men. He deals

extcnsivelj- in stock, which he buys, sells and

raises. He is also interested in the elevator and

grain business in Milford, which is carried on un-

der the firm name of Wilcox & Dazey. This is

one of the leading industries of the place and

they do a large business each year. Mr. Dazey is

a member of the Modern Woodmen of America.

He owns considerable property in Milford besides

his beautiful residence. This home is the abode

of hospitality and our subject and his estimable

wife rank high in social circles. He is regarded

as one of the active and enterprising business

men of Milford, who by his own efforts has ac-

quired a handsome property. His sterling worth

and strict integrity class him among the best citi-

zens of the community, and it is with pleasure

that we present this record of his life to our

readers.

AMUEL R. HARRY is a member of the

firm of Harry Bros., who have an abstract

™ office in Watseka and also engage in the

practice of law. He was born on the 18th

of March, 18.52, in Woodford County, 111., and is

a son of Thomas S. and Irena (Compton) Harry, a

sketch of whom appears on another p.age of this

work. In the usual manner of farmer lads, he was

reared to manhood and attended the ijublic schools.

Later lie entered Bethany College of West ^irginia,

where after a two-year course he was graduated

in civil engineering.

On his return from college, Mr. Harry engaged

in farming, and afterward studied law in Chats-
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worth undei- the preceptorship of the Hon. Sam-

uel T. Fosdiek, a leading lawyer of that place. He
was admitted to the Bar in 1879, and the same

year located in Milford, Iroquois Count}', where

he embarked in the practice of his profession. He

there continued to engage in business until the

spring of 1884, when he removed to the farm in

Livingston County, and from there came to Wat-

seka in November, 1889, and engaged in the pres-

ent business.

On the 16th of December, 1879, Mr. Harry led

to the marriage altar, in Chatsworth, Miss Laura

T. Vail, who was born in Henry, Marshall County,

111., and is a daughter of Benjamin M. and Mary

E. Vail. Two children have been born of their

union: Lando C, who was born in Watseka, Janu-

ary 22, 1883; and Walter S., who was born near

Chatsworth, Livingston County, on the 22d of

April, 1886. The parents are both members of the

Christian Church and are leading young people of

this community who rank high in social circles.

In politics, Mr. Harry is a Prohibitionist and

advocates free-trade principles. The firm of which

he is a member is doing a prosperous business and

is rapidly winning a foremost place in their line.

They are highly regarded b}' the public.

m>-^^<m^

ENRY W. WHITE, one of the honored

pioneers of the county, who is now living

retired in Cissna Park, was born in Mor-

gan County, Ind., November 13, 1829.

His father, Benjamin White, was a son of James

White, a Scotcliman, who early in the eighteenth

century crossed the Atlantic and located in the

southern part of North Carolina. At his death he left

a wife and three children, two sons and a daughter,

who were reared by a bachelor uncle.

Benjamin White with the others was reared in

Guilford County, N. C. An old familj' Bible re-

cords that he was born in Scotland, August 8, 1790,

and when a young child came with his parents to

America. He was married September 6, 1812, in

Guilford County, to Miss Mary Coffin, daughter

of Levi and Prudence CofHn, who was born

March 10, 1791. The ancestry of her family can

be traced back over eight hundred years. Her

brother, Levi Coffin, was president of the Under-

ground Railroad, prior to the late war. He lived

at Cincinnati and was a prominent leader in the

Abolition movement. All of the family were con-

nected with the Friends' Society.

In an early day Benjamin White emigrated with

his family to Indiana and spent three years in Rieli-

mond, after which he entered land in Morgan

County. While journeying to that place he had

to cut his way through the timber for his covered

wagon. He then lived in the wagon until poles

could be cut for a slianty, and then made his home

in the shanty until a log cabin could be erected.

He would often take a sack of corn and follow an

Indian trail to mill. He made a good farm in the

midst of the forest and spent the remainder of his

life in Morgan County, dying on the 21st of Feb-

ruary, 1863. He had manj' friends but no enemies.

His educational advantages were very meagre but

he became a fair scholar and business man by his

own efforts. His wife died at the advanced age of

ninet\'-six years on the old home farm. Both were

faithful members of the Friends' Society. The

familj' consisted of the following childien: P^liza-

beth, who became the wife of Joseph Morris and

died in Hendricks County, Ind.; Milton, who died

in Iowa: John, who died in Indiana in childhood;

Jesse and Mrs. Anna Anderson, who reside in

Plainfield, Ind.; Rebecca Hadle}', who resides in

Westfield, Ind.; Elihu C, who died on tlie old home-

stead in 1855.; Henry W. of this sketch, and Fl-

wood, who resides on the old home farm.

The earliest recollections of Henry White are of

the timbered farm in Morgan County, Ind., where

his boyhood days were passed. His early educa-

tion was acquired in the subscription schools, and

in 1852 he went to Earlliam College, of Richmond,

Ind., where he pursued his studies for a 3'ear. He

then engaged in teaching for two terms near his

old home, after which he removed to Amo, Hen-

dricks County, Ind., with his brother Jesse. On

the 19th of July, 1854, in tliat county, he married

Lucinda Bales, who was born in Hendricks County,

April 8, 1830. In 1856 he returned with his
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young wife to tlieold farm, of which he had charge

for two years, and in 1858 he bought land near

IJelleville, Ind. He sold that farm in 1865 and

came to Iroquois Count3- and settled in Ash Grove '

Township, where some sixty families of Friends

from different sections located the same year or 1

the year previous. Purchasing one hundred and

sixt}' acres of land, liis family began life in a log

cabin in true pioneer style. The praiiie was wild

and uncultivated and all kind of wilds game were
j

plentiful. Mr. White developed a rich and fertile i

farm, upon which he made liis lionie until iiis re-

moval to Cissna Park in 1888, since which time

he has lived retired.

.June 28, 1892, Mr. White _was called upon to

mourn the loss of his wife. She was a most estima-

ble lady, an earnest Christian and faithful mem-

ber of the Friends' Church. She died in Chicago

at the home of her nepiiew, C. C. Wilson, and her

remains were interred in the Friends' Gravej'ard,

tliree miles North of Cissna Park. Her loss was felt

throughout the community and was a heavy blow

to licr family and friends. Four children were

born to Mr. and Mi's. AVhite: Cory E., a na-

tive of 1 iidiana, married Jennie Howard and re-

sides in Cissna Park. He has been engaged in mer-

chandising for several years. Edgar T. is a member

of the mercantile firm of White A- Lindsey;

Susan Alice died in 1865, at the age of five years;

and Mary Ann is tlie wife of Dr. J. A. Bund}', of

Iroquois, this county. The children were educa-

ted in tiie common schools and Onarga Seminar}',

and have all engaged in teaching.

Mr. Wiiite is a member of tlie Friends' Cliurch

and has lived an upright, consistent Christian life

wiiich has won him the confidence and good-will

(if all with whom he has been brouglit in contact.

He keeps well informed on all political affairs and

li.as been a standi Republican since the organiza-

tion of the party. He cast his first Presidential

vote in 1852 for tlie Wiiig candidate. He is a per-

sonal friend of Benjamin Harrison and his warm

admirer. The cause of temperance has ever

found in him a very warm adherent, and what-

ever is calculated to benefit or improve- the com-

nuinity has always received his earnest support.

Fur twenty-seven years he has resided in this

county and is one of its highly respected citizens.

His life has been a prosperous one and he is now

resting in the enjoyment of the fruits of liis for-

mer labor.

"if'
EREMIAII R. IIAKMAN, one of the exten-

tensivc land-owners of Iroquois County,

and a re|)resentative citizen of Milford,

claims Missouri as the State of his nativity.

Tlie' place of his birth is in Randolph County, near

Moberly, and the date was April 13, 1851. He is a

son of Anthony and Theodosia (Carver) Harman,

who are mentioned elsewhere in this work in con-

nection with the sketch of Jacob Harman. In March,

1865, they removed with their family to Warren

Count}', Ind., and located upon the farm where they

still make their home.

Our subject was a lad of fourteen years when he

went with his parents to the lloosier State. He

began his education in Missouri and completed it

in the public schools of Indiana. His residence in

the latter State covered a period of nine years, at

the expiration of which time he came to Illinois.

This was in 1874. Locating in Stockland Town-

ship, Iroquois County, he settled on a farm of

about eight hundred acres of land on sections 7,

18 and 19, where he carried on general farming

and stock-raising on an extensive scale. He is an

enterprising man, whose life has been characterized

by tiii'ift and industry, and these elements of eiiar-

acter have been plainly manifest in his business

career. His land has been placed under a high

state of cultivation and the well-tilled fields yield

to him a golden tiibute. The improvements ujion

the place are such as are found on a model farm,

and in every appointment tlie place seems coin-

|)lete.

On the 3d of February, 1876, Mr. Harman led

to the marriage altar Miss Laura B., daughter of

James and Susan Schoonover, who reside near

Williamsport, Warren County, Ind., where the

marriage of the young couple was celebrated.

They have one son, an only child, William S., born

October 21, 1878. iSlrs, lUirniaii is the owner of a,
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part of her father's homestead in Indiana, her

portion comprising two hundred acres of well-im

proved land.

In political sentiment, Mr. Harman is a stalwart

advocate of Republican principles and has held a

number of local 'oflicial positions. The cause of

education finds in him a warm friend, and while

serving for ten years as Director he did much for

the improvement of the schools of Stockland

Township. He and wife and son are all members

of the Christian Church, to the support of which

he contributes liberally. In the fall of 1887, he

removed to Milford, where he owns a beautiful

and commodious residence, tastefully furnished

with all the comforts and many of the luxuries of

life. Mr. and Mrs. Harman hold an enviable po-

sition in social circles and their friends and ac-

quaintances throughout the community are many,

while by all who know them they are warmly es-

teemed. Mr. Harman is a man of excellent busi-

ness ability, sagacious and far-sighted, and fair

and honest in all his dealings. His word is as

good as his bond, and he is classed among the best

citizens of his adopted county.

eHARLES E. WILCOX, a member of the

firm of Wilcox & Daze3', grain dealers of

Milford, was born in Lowell, Mass., on the

6th of September, 1851, and is a son of Edwin and

Maria A. (Tuthill) AVilcox. The father was born

in New Hampshire, and the mother in Westmin-

ster, Vt. They had but two children, the other

being Delyra, born March 17, 1840. In 1836, the

parents emigrated Westward, locating in Adrian,

Mich., but after two j'ears returned to the Bay

State on account of the mother's health. In 1851,

they removed to New York, settling at Nunda.

At the breaking out of the late war, the father

entered the ranks and served for three years as

Hospital Steward of the One Hundred and Fourth

New York Infantry.

The subject of this sketch acquired his primary

education in the district schools, and in 1870 en-

tered the Nunda Academy at Nunda, N. Y., from

which he was graduated in June, 1871, having

passed the State regent examination. He is the

second one and the only student of that school

who received a diploma on the first examination.

When his school life was ended, he entered a

grocery and queensware store in Nunda, and toy

five years was emploN'ed as salesman. He then de-

termined to try his fortune in the AVest, and in

1876 came to Chicago. He entered the emploj- of

Charles L. Arnold & Co., whjlesale provision mer-

chants, and remained with that firm most of the

time until his removal to Milford in 1884. On

his arrival here he bought out John Fairman,a

grain dealer, who had_ built an elevator east of the

depot, and as a member of the firm of Wilcox &
Wescott our subject embarked in business. He

has continued in the grain business ever since that

time, but a number of changes have occurred In

the firm name. In July, 1891, he sold a half in-

terest to C. M. and C. L. Dazey, and operations are

now carried on under the title of Wilcox & Dazey.

A marriage, performed in Nunda, N. Y., in 1878,

united the destinies of Mr. Wilson and Miss Carrie

S. Hunt, daughter of Thomas C. and Fannie Hunt,

who were natives of England and direct descen-

dants of Earl Talbott. Thej' have an only child, a

daughter, Frances Delyra, born January 9, 1890.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox have a large circle of friends

and acquaintances throughout thiscommunitj' and

their social standing is high. Our subject is a

member of Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F. & A.

M.; Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M.; and Mt.

Olivet Conimandery No. 38, K. T., of Paxton.

Politically, he is a stanch Republican, and both

he and his wife are of the Bajitist faith. He is also

a member of Camp No. 296, S. of V.,and on the 3d

of June, 1892, was appointed Mustering OMicer for

Iroquois County. He is now serving his second

term as a member of the Village Board, and the

prompt and efficient manner in which he discharges

his duty wins him the commendation of all con-

cerned. AYhile living in Chicago he served as

Deputy United States Marshal, and Deputy As-

sessor under William B. H. Gray. He was also

an active member of the National Union League

of Illinois. He is a public-spirited and progress-
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ive citizen who has the best interests of the com-

nuinity at heart and is ever ready to lend a help-

ing hand for the advancement of those enterprises

tending to promote the general welfare.

To no other business as to that of grain de.aling

does :i town such .is Milford owe its success. Tiie

facilities of Wilcox <fe Daze}' are unexcelled. The

elevator bears evidence of careful planning, and

no expense has been spared to render the service

lirst-class in every respect. All machinerj' is run

by power and tlieir shipping and loading facilities

are faultless. The capacity of the elevator is sixty

thoiis.and liushels. The lirm enjoys an excellent

re|>ut!ilion. their name being synonj'mous with

capital, business ability and integrity. To them

belongs the credit of making this a leading center

and shipping point, they having the best facilities

and most convenient arrangements on this line of

the road.

Mr. Wilcox is a self-made man, whatever success

he has .achieved being due to his own efforts.

W ^ EN'KY E. STA^I, who owns and operates

l(jj) two hundred and eighty acres of land on

ilW^ section 4, Concord Township, and is also

(^) engaged in stock-raising, was born in Cen-

tre County, Pa., on the 22d of August, 1835, and

is a son of William and Lydia (Gentzel) Stam.

His father died in 1844, leaving a family of six

children, of whom our subject was the eldest, and

lie w.as then but nine years of age. Henry E.

never attended scliool after thirteen years of age,

for he had to aid in the support of the family.

After his father's death he went from home for

about two and a-half years, when, becoming large

enough to aid his mother, he returned and gave her

the benefit of his services until he had arrived at

years of maturity.

At the .age of twenty, Mv. Stam liegan learning

the trade of wagon-making, serving a two-year

apprenticeship, during which time he received his

board and *50. He followed that trade until 1867,

becoming an expert workman. As a companion

and lielpniate on life's journey he ciiose Miss ,Tu-

17

lia Ilarter, whom he married when twenty-one

years of age, their union being celebrated in 18.')6.

The lady was born in Center Count}', Pa., on the

5th of August, 18.35, and is a daughter of Andrew

and Catharine (Moyer) Ilarter, both of whom are

natives of Pennsylvania. Seven children have

been born of their union who are yet living, and

three died in infancy. John, the eldest, is married

and resides in Elsie, Neb., whei'e be has a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres; William, a resident

fanner of Beaver Township, is married and h.as two

children; Leah, of Chicago; Tirzah is the wife of

Arthur Hamlin, who lives in Chicago, and they

have one child; Henry II. is carrying on a restaur-

ant in the same city; Alpheus and Minnie are both

at home.

In 1862, i\Ir. Stam bade good-bye to the State of

his nativity and with his family removed West-

ward, locating in Greene County, Ind., where he

worked at his trade until 1867. He then came to

Illinois, locating in Will County, and began farm-

ing on rented land. At length he purch.ased

eighty acres at 120 per acre, and in the fall of

1874 sold that farm for $40 per acre The follow-

ing spring he came to this county and purchased

his i)resent home at $26 per acre. All the improve-

ments upon the place stand .as monuments to his

thrift and enterprise, and the well-tilled fields yield

to him a golden tribute in return for his care and

cultivation. In connection with general farming

he carries on stock-raising and his efforts have

been successful. He is a man of good business

ability, and by his industrj- and perseverance has

accjuired a handsome property which numbers him

among the substantial farmers of the community.

Mr. Stam resolved that his own children should

have better educational advantages than he re-

ceived, and all have attended the home schools,

while the two youngest have been students in

Donovan. In (jolitics he has neen a supporter of

the Democratic party on questions of National im-

portance since he cast his first Presidential vote

for James Buchanan in 185C. In local elections

he votes for the man whom he thinks is best qual-

ified for the position, regardless of party afliliations.

He has frequently served as a delegate to the

county conventions. While in AVill County he
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served as Road Commissioner. For many years be

was School Director, and is now School Trustee.

Public-spirited and "progressive, he is a valued

citizen of the community, and well deserves rep-

resentation in the history of his adopted county.

\f| OHN F. GEDDES, who is engaged in gen-

eral farming aijd stock-raising on section

25, Ash Grove Township, owns and operates

four hundred and fifteen acres of valuable

land. Upon bis farm he has made his home since

1868, and iu tlie years which have since come and

gone he has transformed what was once a wild

prairie into rich and fertile fields. His land is now

nnder a high state of cultivation, and upon the

farm are excellent improvements, including a sub-

stantial residence and good barns and outbuildings.

It is complete in all its appointments, and the neat

and thrifty appearance of the place indicates the

enterprise and progressive spirit of the owner.'

Mr. Geddes was born in Virginia, June 27, 1835,

and during his childhood emigrated with his par-

ents to Ohio. His grandfather, John Geddes, was

a native of Scotland, and, emigrating to Amer-

ica, he settled in Columbiana County, Ohio, where

he spent the remainder of his life. He was a farmer

and weaver, and also operated a sawmill. His son

Joseph, the father of our subject, went to Tusca-

rawas County, Ohio, where he cleared a small farm,

and in 1845 removed to De Kalb County, Ind.,

there making liis home until his death in 1866.

He was a true pioneer farmer, and a highly re-

spected.citizen. He supported the Democratic party,

and lived a quiet, unassuming life. In the Buckeye

State lie married Catherine Moore, who died in

De Kalb County. Twelve children were bnrn unto

them, seven sons and five daughters. William, a

farmer of Ash Grove Township; Elizabetli, who

died at tlie age of eleven years; J. F., of this sketch

;

James M., who resides in Rossville, 111.; Mrs. Mary

Robinett, of Dc Kalb County; J. Robert, a farmer

of Ash Grove Township, whose sketch appears

elsewhere in this work; Mrs. Nancy Jane Clark, who

i.s living in De Kail) County; Ricliard D,, of Kan-

sas; David W., deceased, who made his home in La

Grange County, Ind.; Mrs. Lucinda Rosenbuiy,of

Ash Grove Township; .Joseph, a wealthy citizen of

Baker City, Ore.; and Mrs. Minerva Huss, of La

Grange County, Ind.

We now take up the personal history of J. F.

Geddes, who is well and favorably known in this

community. His early boyhood days were spent

on a new farm in Ohio, and he early learned to

follow the plow and harrow. His educational ad-

vantages were ver}' meagre. He first attended the

subscription schools, and for a short time went to

the district school. At the age of fifteen he left

home and worked by the month. On attaining his

majority, he began working for himself and did

various kinds of labor until twenty-five 3'ears of

age, when he embarked in farming. In the

year 1858 he went to Momence, III., where he

engaged in farming with his brother James for a

year. In the ye&v 1861 he started for Iroquois

County, where he intended renting a farm. He

had a team and 1100 in money, but paid $22 of this

for wagon and harness. During his journey the

roads were covered with water, and his team ran

off the grade. After three days he arrived at his

destination, and for five 3'ears operated a rented

farm, during which time he cleared about ill ,200.

Hy raising cattle on shares for Mr. "Sumby" Ven-

num, he got a start. In May, 1866, he went to

Kansas and took a claim, but as his family were all

ill he returned to Clay County, Mo., and then went

to Livingston County, Mo., where he raised a crop.

On selling in the fall, he returned to Illinois and

purchased eighty acres of prairie land and ten acres

of timber for $1,000. Since 1868 he has made his

home upon his present farm.

On the 14th of March, 1861, in Clay County, 111.,

Mr. Geddes was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary

Adkison, and unto them have been born five chil-

ren: George W., a teacher of Iroquois County, is

at home; Ervin, a farmer, who married Emma
Breeding, of Milford; AUie, at home; Joiiii, who

is engaged in teaching school; and J. Alvin com-

pletes the famil}'. The children have been provided

with good educational advantages, having attended

the public schools, Onarga Seminary and Valparaiso

Normal College. Mrs, Geddes was born in John-
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son County, Ind., March 14, 1847, and when about

seven \-ears old came with her parents to Illinois.

Mr. Geddes was formerly a member of tlie Meth-

odi.st P^piscop.il Church, but is now a member of

the United Brethren Church, in which he serves as

Ciass-leader; his wife is also a member. He takes a

prominent part in church work, and does all he

can for its advancement. He cast his first Presiden-

tial vote for lUichaiian, then voted for Abraham

Lincoln, and since that time has generally sup-

ported tiic Uepublican party. Mr. Oeddes has

pas.sed through all the experiences and hardships of

pioneer life, sucli as going long distances to mar-

ket and mill. On one occasion, after hauling his

grain to the Central Railroad across the prairie, he

received only ?3 per load. He has witnessed ahnost

the entire growth and development of the county,

and has ever borne liis part in its advancement and

jjrogress.

LI IIOAGLAND is a practical and progress-

Eive farmer of Concord Townsliip, Iroquois

County, who owns and operates a good

farm of one hundred and ninety-five acres on

section 3.3. He has his land under a higli state of

cultivation, and the well-tilled fields 3'ield him a

golden tribute in return for the care and lalror

he bestows upon them. His home is 'a pleasant

and commodious residence, his barns and out-

l)uildings are models of convenience, the place is

well tilled, and the improvements upon it stand as

monuments to his enterprise. In connection with

general farming, he carries on stock-raising, and

makes a specialty of Poland-China hogs.

The owner of this fine farm is a native of Cosh-

octon County, Ohio. He was born November 8,

1837, and is the eldest of a family of ten chil-

dren. His parents, James and Ilannali (Fox)

Hoagland. are represented elsewhere in this work.

Eli was a lad of seven summers when, with his

parents, he came to Iroquois County in 1845.

His boyhood days were spent upon a farm in

Concord Township, and he was educated in the

CommoTi schools of the neighborhood. He made

his home with his father until his marriage, which

wa* celebrated on the 16th of January, 1862,

Miss Adela Man tor, of Concord Township, be-

coming his wife. .She was a native of Hamilton

Count3-, Ohio, and survived her marriage but

little more than a year. She died on the 1 9th

of Ma3% 1863, and her remains were interred in

the cemetery of Sheldon.

In the meantime, the Civil War was in progress,

and on the 11th of August, 1862, Mr. Hoagland
entered the service, bidding good-bve tohis youiio-

bride. He enlisted in Companj' E, Seventy-sixth

Illinois Infantry, under Col. A. W. Mack, and
.saw service in Kentucky, Tennessee and Missis-

sippi under Gen. Ilurlburt, but was in no bat-

tles, as their dutj- was in holding posts. On one

occasion they started for Vicksburg, but their sup-

plies were cut off and they had to return. Mr.

Hoagland was taken sick on the 16th of October

with the measles, and afterward had the jaundice

and rheumatism. He was confined in the hospi-

tal at Memphis, Tenn., until honorably discharged,

on the 2oth of March, 1863, on account of phys-

ical disability.

For a year after his return home, Mr. Hoagland
was unable to do any work, but as soon as his

health was suHiciently recovered he turned his

attention to farming, renting land of his father

for about four years. During this time he was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Helen M. Barnes, of Concord Township, the mar-

riage ceremony being performed on the 8th of

November, 1866. The lady was born in Roches-

ter, Fulton County, Ind., November 24, 1849, and
is a daughter of Elijah and Sarah (Burnett)

Barnes. Her parents died during her girlhood

and Mrs. Hoagland came to this county with an

uncle. She has three brothers yet living: Joel

M., who is married and resides in .Salt Lake Citj',

rtah, where he is engaged in business as a car-

penter and joiner; Willard F., a farmer, who is

married and resides in Sheldon Township, this

county; and William Foster, who is also married,

and is now engaged in agricultural pursuits in

Indian Territory.

Mrs. Iloagland's early girlliodd days were .ipent

in the State of her nativity until sixteen j^ears of
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age, and her education was acquired in the com-

mon schools of Indiana and Illinois. By the

union of our subject and his wife have been

born seven children, all sons, the four eldest of

whom were born in Bates County, Mo.: Ira, born

July 26. 1868; Edgar, September 1, 1870; Charles,

March 12, 1872; James Oscar, February 23, 1874;

Silas, born in Concord Township, November 30,

1876; Ernest and Earl, twins, born on the home
farm, April 10, 1883.

About a year after his second marriage, Mr.

rk>agland went to Bates County, Mo., where he

purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land,

making it his home for eight years. During that

time he transformed it into a good farm. It was

in 1875 that he traded his Missouri farm for one

hundred and fiftj'-four acres of his present home,

and since that time he has been a prominent

farmer of Concord Township. His first vote was

cast for Abraham Lincoln in 1860, and since that

time he has been a warm advocate of Republican

principles, although he has never been a politician

in the sense of office-seeking. Himself and wife

are faithful members of the United Brethren

Church, and he is a teacher in the Sundaj-

school. jMr. lloagland started out in life for him-

self Willi no capital, but he is an industrious and

enterprising man, who has steadily worked his wa}-

upward and is now ranked among the prosperous

agriculturists of the community. He is a promi-

nent citizen of the county where aln:ost his en-

tire life has been passed, and is a worthy repre-

sentative of one of its honored pioneer families.

If^-OBERT W. BANNER is a leading and pro-

[IWr^ gressive farmer residing on section 1 2, Bel-

lii V mont Township. Iroquois County. As he

has a wide acquaintance throughout the

community and is held in high regard, we feel as-

sured that this record of his life will prove of in-

terest to many of our readers. He was born in

Clay County, Ind., August 3, 1837, and is of Ger-

man descent. His paternal grandfather was a na-

tive of German3', but was reared as a farmer lad

near Dayton, Ohio.

The father of our subject, Tobias Dauner, was

born in the Buckeye State and, emigrating to

Clay County, Ind., was there married. The year

1851 witnessed his arrival in Illinois, whither he

journeyed by team. In Belmont Township he

purchased forty acres of land, and afterward

bought an additional forty-acre tract. The mo-

ther of our subject died in this county twenty-

three years ago. In 1869, the father removed to

Crescent, where he is now living with his third

wife. In politics, he was first a Democrat, after-

ward became a Republican, and is now a Prohibi-

tionist. Religiously, he is a member of the ISIeth-

odist Church.

Our subject is the eldest of a family of six chil-

dren, numliering three sons and three daughters.

John, the second son, is living in Iowa; Catherine

is now deceased; Samuel is a resident of Iroquois

County; Ella is the wife of Lewis Harwood, of

Crescent; and one child died in infancy.

Robert Danner, whose name heads this record,

spent the first fourteen years of his life in his na-

tive State, and then came with his parents to Illi-

nois. As soon as old enough to follow the plow,

he began work on the home farm, and in the win-

ter season he attended the common schools, where

he acquired his education. At the age of twenty-

two, he left the parental roof and started out in

life for himself and rented a farm, which he oper-

ated for six j'ears. He then bought land in Shel-

don Township, and for sixteen years he has re-

sided upon his present farm on section 12, Belmont

Township. He here owns eighty acres of rich

land, and the well-tilled fields indicate his thrift

and enterprise. He makes them yield as much as

most men would gain from twice that amount.

He has erected many good buildings upon the

place, including a neat residence, and the farm

seems complete in all its appointments.

In 1862, Mr. Danner led to the marriage altar

Miss Sarah A. Bailey, daughter of John L. Bailey,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work.

They have no children of their own. John Ax-

tell has been an inmate of their home since four

years of age and is an intelligent young man, who
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was educated in Onarga. Thej- also have with

them Lulu B. Zuiiiwalt, a daughter of Mrs. Dan-

ner's youngest sister, who has been with them

since her third year. These children could have

found no better homes for true parental care and

attention than has been bestowed upon them.

jMr. and Mrs. Danner are both members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church and are among its

leading workers. He has served as Steward for

some years .and as Superintendent of the Sunday-

school. They are charitable and benevolent, and

their lives are filled with good deeds. Mr. Danner

cast his lirst Presidential vote for Lincoln in 1860,

and has since been a stanch Republican. He has

held tlie ottice of Township Commissioner for six

years and has proved himself a capable official, .as

his long service plainly indicates. His residence

in the county covers a period of forty-one years,

and he is one of its highly respected citizens. The

work of his hands has brought him a comfortable

comi)etence, and he is now well-to-do.

'^f DAM AVAMBA is one of the prominent

^fu l and representative farmers of Martin ton

/// * Townsliip. He resides on section 16, and

^1 his farm adjoins the village of Martinton.

There he has made his home since March, 1871.

He now- owns and operates three hundred acres of

valuable land, all under a high state of cultivation

and well improved. His home is a substantial and

pleasant residence, and good barns, a granary and

other outbuildings are numbered among the im-

provements, also an orchard. The place seems com-

plete in all its appointments, and its appear.ance in-

dicates the thrift and enterprise of the owner.

The life record of Mr. Wamba is as follows: He
was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, (lermany, on the

30th of .September, 1828, and is a son of Philip

Wamba, also a native of Germany. The father

wedded Mary Sefcrt and they resided upon a farm

in the Fatherland for some years. Our subject

was leared to manhood under the parental roof,

and on attaining his m.ajority he entered the Ger-

man army, in 1849, serving for four years, and ](ar-

ticipating in several important battles during the

German War in Baden. After receiving his dis-

charge he determined to emigrate to America, and

in 1853 took passage on a vessel at Havre which

sailed for New^York. During the voyage, which

lasted seven days, they experienced some severe

weather, but at length safely arrived at their des-

tination on the 8th of February, 1853. ]\Ir. Wamba
earned his first money in this country b}' working

as a farm hand by the month for Joshua Beaty,

near AUentown, N. J., with whom he remained for

a year. In the meantime, he took lessons in Eng-

lish, learning both to read and write the language.

He then worked for a time in the city of Trenton,

after which he came West, reaching Chicago, 111.,

in June, 1854. He then went to the Northern

Peninsula of Michigan, engaging in lumbering in

Sturgeon River County for four ^-ears.

Mr. Wamba was married in Chicago, in the fall

of 1854, to Mar\' Coleui, a native of Canada and

of French descent. Her father was Benjamin

Colcm. Mr. Wamba took his bride to the lumber

regions of Northern Michig.an, where he remained

until 1858, when he returned to Illinois and

bought a tr.act of land in Cbebansc Township,

Iroquois County. The forty acres of raw prairie

were entirely unimproved, but he broke and fenced

it and engaged in its cultivation for several 3'cars.

He then sold and purchased the farm on which he

now resides in March, 1871, first buying one hun-

dred and sixty .acres of land. This he improved

and cultivated, and in course of time he was the

owner of a fine farm, which is to-day his.

A family of ten children iu\s been born unto

i\Ir. and Mrs. Wamba, the eldest of whom, .\dani

G., is now married and follows farming in Afartin-

ton Township; Philip is also a farmer; Peter is

married and is on the police force of Chicago;

Frank is eng.aged in agricultural pursuits; Libbie

is the wife of Adolph Alexander, who is a sales-

man in Oneida, Kan.; Mar^' is tlie wife of A.

White, a farmer of Martinton Township; Joe and

Philipene are at home; one daughter died in in-

fancy; and Henry was killed on the radroad near

Martinton at the age of fifteen years.

Mr. Wamba has resided in lliiscciunty for thirty-

four years and lias liclpcd to make it wliat it is to-
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day, one of the leading counties of the State. He
is truly a self-made man, who came to this country

in limited circumstances, and, although empt3'-

handed, began life with the determination to win

success. This he has done, and to-day he is recog-

nized as a man of sterling worth and integrity

and one of the leading farmers of the communit}'.

Himself and wife hold membership with the Cath-

olic Church.

JAMES HOAGLAND, who resides on section

23, Concord Township, has long been a

resident of this county. To the pioneers

,^;_j^ who came here in au early daj' and laid the

foundation for the future advancement, progress

and prosperity of the county, a debt of gratitude

is due which can never be repaid. Among these is

numbered the gentleman whose name heads this

sketch. For almost half a century- he has made his

home within the borders of Iroquois County, and

has ever borne his part in its upbuilding and de-

velopment. Truly he is one of its honored pio-

neers, and this record of his life will undoubtedly

be of interest to many of our readers.

Mr. Hoagland was born in Clarke Township,

Coshocton County, Ohio. March 31, 1818, and is

the son of Isaac and Polly (Carpenter) Hoagland,

both of whom were natives of Virginia. The ma-

ternal grandfather, .lohn Carpenter, was one of

the iirst settlers on the north side of the Ohio

River in the Buckeye State. He was probably a

soldier of the Revolutionary War, and one of his

sons was for seven years connected with the Colo-

nial army, doing valued service as a spy.

Thomas Carpenter, son of John, is said to have

been the first white child born in Ohio. The

grandfather of our subject w.as at one time taken

prisoner by the Indians and held for eighteen

months before he was able to make his escape. In

the meantime his people, supposing him dead, had

returned to Virginia. When he managed to es-

cape, he took a horse, which had been captured

with him, and, swimming the Ohio River, made
his way to his parents' home. While held a pris-

oner, the Indians were encamped between Owl
Creek and Mahicken River at their junction, and

Mr. Carpenter was so pleased with that countrj-

that after his marriage he came with his wife and

children, locating in that vicinity. A number of

families, in order to protect themselves from the

Indians, lived in a fort. One day wliile Mr. Car-

penter and his wife were outside hoeing in the

garden, a savage shot him in the body, and he

fell. The red men then thought to capture Mrs.

Carpenter, but she ran screaming for the fort and

thus escaped. Mr. Carpenter recovered and lived

for many j'ears afterward.

When a young man, Isaac Hoagland removed

to Ohio, and at a place across the river from

Wheeling, AV. Va., he married Miss Carpenter.

They resided upon a farm and experienced all the

hardships and privations of frontier life. He
served as a soldier in the Warof 1812, and after his

death, which occurred in the autumn of 1848, at

the age of seventj'-three J'ears, his widow obtained

a land warrant, which she sent to our subject, who

was then living in this county; but as it was not

properl}- signed he sent it back and never again

heard of it. Mrs. Hoagland died in Coshocton

Count}', Ohio, in 1853, in the seventy-fourth 3ear

of her age.

Unto this worthy couple were born ten children,

of whom our subject was the seventh in order of

birth. He was reared upon his father's farm, and

had a great deal to do in the way of clearing and

developing land. Schools in that community were

verj' poor, and his educational privileges were

limited. Ere he was yet eighteen years of age, he

was married in Clarke Township.Coshocton County,

on Christm.as Day of 1836, to Miss Hannah Fox,

who was reared in the same locality as our subject.

He had little means with which to bpgin life, but

engaged in the cultivation of rented land until

1845, when he left Oliio and came to Illinois.

With his wife and four children and a few house-

hold goods loaded into a wagon, he drove a team

to Iroquois County, where he arrived on the 28th

of Seiitember, with a cash cajntal of only $20.

The first three years were passed on the Court-

wright farm, about a mile west of where Mr. Hoag-

land now lives. He then entered forty acres of land
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from the Government, and this tract, which was

liis fir!«t landed property, is still a part of his home

farm. His life lias been a bus}' one, and by his

industry and perseverance he has prospered. He
now owns eleven hundred and ninetv-one acres of

valuable land, all in Concord Township, and owes

no man a dollar. He has a beautiful home, and now

in his declining j'ears is surrounded with all the

comforts and many of the luxuries of life.

In 1892, Mr. Hoagland was called upon to

mourn the loss of his wife, who died on the 'Jth of

February, at the .age of seventy-two years, her

birth having occurred October 4, 1819. She was

a faithful member of the United Brethren Church,

and for fifty-five years she had been a loving wife

and true helpmate to her husband. Through that

long period they had traveled life's journey to-

gether, and on Christm.as Day of 1886 had cele-

brated their golden wedding. Their union was

blessed with ten children: Eli, who was born in

Coshocton County, Ohio, November 8, 1837, and

now follows farming in Concord Township, is

married and has seven children. Mar}', born in

Coshocton County, May 31, 1839, became the wife

of Lyman Mather, and died on the 2d of June,

1871, leaving four children. Isaac, born in Co-

shocton County, October 14, 1842, was a soldier of

the late war from 1861 until 1862, serving under

Fremont. He took sick on the forced march after

Price, and died near Otterville, Mo., January 3,

1862. His remains were brought back by his

father and interred in Sheldon cemetery. Lavina,

born in Coshocton County, Maj' 10, 1844, is the

wife of James Asbury Clark, of Concord Township,

and thej'have five children. Sarah, born in Con-

cord Township, June 18, 1846, is the wife of Oscar

Applegate, by whom she has four children. Ira,

born November 15, 1848, resides in Concord

Township with his wife and five children. James,

who was born April 6, 1850. is married and has

one child, and resides in Concord Township. Han-

nah, born August 20,1853, died October 6, 1855.

Nancy, born December 3, 1855. became the wife of

George Shrimplin, and died April 25, 1889, leav-

ing three children. Charles, born July 9, 1858, is

married and has one child. He resides on the old

homestead with our subject.

Mr. Hoagland did not follow in the political

footsteps of his father, who was a Democrat, but

became a Whig, and cast his first Presidential bal-

lot for Gen. "William Henry Harrison. In 1856,

he joined the ranks of the new Repulilican party,

and has since been one of its warm supporters.

His life has been well and worthily spent. Devot-

ing his time and attention to his business, his deal-

ings have ever been characterized b}' uprightness,

and he has not only won wealth, but has gained

the respect and confidence of ail with whom he

has been brought in contact, and is held in the

highest regard throughout this community. Prac-

tically, he is now living a retired life, while his son

operates the farm, and of late 3'ears lias spent

considerable time in traveling. During the late

war, he made several visits to the army, for two of

his sons were among the boys in blue. He also

attended the Exposition in New Orleans.

Wl OHN WEBSTER is one of the representative

and successful farmers and stock-raisers of

this commun it}-. He owns and operates three

^f' hundred and seventy-two acres of farming

land on section 33, Concord Township. He claims

England as the land of his nativitj', having been

born in Yorkshire November 11, 1827, and is

a son of William and Anna (Smith) Webster.

His mother died when he was a lad of twelve years,

and his father when he was fourteen j-ears of age.

They left seven sons, of whom our subject is the

fifth in order of birth. One brother, AVilliam,

next older than John, died in England at the age

of fifteen ^ears. Andrew, the eldest, is now living

near the city of York, England, where he foUovvs

farming. He is married and has a large famil}-.

Edward died in Boston, England, and leftoneson.

Robert crossed the Atlantic to this country and

spent his last days in Iroquois County, leaving at

his death a daughter, who has since died. Thomas
located in York, England, where he died, leaving

a family. Francis, the youngest, owns a farm near

Sheldon.
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John Webster was reared to manhood in his

native countrj^, but, when about twentj--three years

of age, lie determined to seek his fortune in the

New World. He bade good-bye to his old home

in 1850, and in company with his brother crosseil

the briny deep. They located in Clarke County,

Ohio, where both secured work as farm hands.

After three and a-half years, Mr. Webster returned

to England, where he remained until 1856, when

he again came to this country. In the spring of

that year himself and his brother Robert located

in this county, and, in connection with another

party, purchased about five hundred acres of land.

Our subject took one hundred and thirty-four acres

of this as his share and began the development of

a farm. It was a wild tract, upon which not a

furrow had been turned or an improvement made,

but with characteristic energy he began its devel-

opment, and in 1857 built a little log cabin, which

is still standing, one of the few landmarks of

pioneer days that yet remain.

In the spring of 1858, Mr. Webster completed

his preparations for a home by his marriage with

Miss Jane A. Hill, of Clarke County, Ohio. Unto

them were born three children, of whom two sons

are living. Both are married and now reside in

Concord Township. The mother died in the fall

of 1865, and in 1867 Mr. Webster was again mar-

ried, his second union being with MissEmil3- Mur-

raj-, who wasborn in Concord Township, Septem-

ber 30, 1840, and is a daughter of Samuel and

Elizabeth (Whiteman) Murray. Twelve children

graced this union, of whom eight are now living:

Anna E. died in infancy; Sarah J. died at the age

of fourteen years and eight months; Minnie F.

and Clara M. are at home; Ora E. died in infancy;

John S. died at the age of four years and two

months; Edward E.; Mary M.; Ida P.; Margaret

G.; Emma H. and Letta E. complete the familj-.

Mr. Webster has been prospered in life and now

owns a valuable farm, whose three hundred and

seventy-two acres are under a high state of culti-

vation. The place is improved with substantial

buildings and good fences, and he has laid consid-

erable tile. Its neat and thrifty appearance indi-

cates his careful supervision, and gives evidence of

his industry and good management, which are

numbered among his chief characteristics. His

first Presidential vote was cast for John C. Fre-

mont, in 1856, and for a number of years he sup-

ported the Republican party, but has twice voted

for Cleveland. He lias never been a politician in

the sense of ofHce-seeking, but has served as School

Director for many years, at one time filling the

position for twelve consecutive years, and again

for six years. He is a strong advocate of the

public-school system, and is ever found in the

front rank in support of any enterprises calculated

to prove of public benefit. As a boy he received

a good common-school education, has throughout

life been an extensive reader, and is now a well-

informed man. Himself and wife hold member-

ship with the Methodist Episcopal Church of Shel-

don, and are numbered among the best citizens of

Concord Township. Mr. Webster has won success

through his own efforts, and is now a well-to-do

agriculturist.

AMUEL WUST, one of the prominent and

highly respected citizens of Iroquois

County, residing on section 25, Middle-

port Township, well deserves representa-

tion in this volume, for he is one of the honored

pioneers of this community. A native of the

Bucke^'e State, he was born in Champaign County,

on the 6th of Januaiy, 1821, and is a son of John

West, who was born in Ohio, in 1792. His father

was one of the early settlers of that State and

served in the War of 1812. In Ohio he married

Miss Azubali Wilson, a native of Pennsylvania

and a daughter of George Wilson, one of the

prominent pioneers of Ohio, in which State the

daughter was reared to womanhood. John West

was a millwright by trade and followed that occu-

pation during his younger life. He afterward set-

tled upon a farm, which he cleared and improved,

in Champaign County, there making his home for

a number of years. Subsequently he went to Ind-

iana and upon a farm in that State spent the re-

mainder of his life, being called to his final rest in

1855. He was a successful businessman, and by his
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well-directed efforts won a handsome competence.

His wife survived him for a few years.

Unto this worthy couple were horn ten eliildren.

of whom George, the eldest, died in 1890; Samuel

is second in order of birth; Elizabeth is now de-

ceased; Charlotte is the next younger; Moses is a

resident farmer of Iroquois County; he was fol-

lowed by Martha, Selina, William M., and one who

died in infancy.

The grandfather, Bazil West, was a hero for seven

yeai-s in the Revolutionary War and was an eye-

witness of Bunker Hill and many other battles

of historic fame. The first man he saw killed

was William Pollard, whose death was caused by

a cannon ball taking his head off. Grandfather

West was an eye-witness to the throwing of the

tea overboard and he made a vow that he would

never driuk any tea again, and this vow he kept.

The subject of this sketch received only such

educational advantages as tlie common schools af-

forded, but by self-culture he has made himself a

well-informed man. He remained at home until

after he h.ad attained his majority', when, in 1843,

he determined to seek his fortune in Illinois, and

coming to this State joined his elder brother in

.loliet, where he remained several jears. They

engaged in building sawmills. A few years later

Mr. AV^est came to Iroquois Count}- and built a

sawmill on Sugar Creek, and subsequently he

erected a sawmill and gristmill on the Iroquois

River, which he operated successfully for some

time.

On the 20th of November, IS-t,"), Mr. West mar-

ried Miss Susie Rush, who is among the oldest res-

idents of this county. By their union was born a

family of four children, namely: Charlotte Ann,

who is now the wife of Samuel Foust, a farmer re-

siding in Indian Territory; Thomas, who died

about 18()0; Harve\-, who is engaged in agriculture

in this county and married; and Emma, the wife

of Allison Moore, a resident of Brook, Ind.

Mr. West continued in the milling business until

1852, when, attracted by the discovery of gold on

the Pacific Sloi)e, he crossed the plains to Califor-

nia, making the journey with ox-teains. He arrived

at his destination after about six months of travel

and spent three 3-ears in the West, engaged in

prospecting and mining, but liis trip was not a very

successful one. Speaking of the high prices which

then prevailed, he told how lie had given as much
as $1 for a pie and a similar amount for the priv-

ilege of sleeping in a liouse overnight on his own
blanket. He returned from .San Francisco to New
York bv water and then, passing through Buffalo,

Detroit and Chicago, reached his home in Iroquois

County, 111., in the winter of 18.54.

After his return. Mr. AVest built a large flouring

mill on the Iroquois River, where he carried on a

successful business for a number of 3'cars, securing

a liberal patronage from all the country round

about. He now devotes his time and attention to

agricultural pursuits and is engaged in farming

two hundred acres of v.aluahle land, which was

cleared and broken by himself and placed under a

high state of cultivation. Eve}- improvement upon

the farm stands as a monument to his thrift and

enterprise. He is an energetic and industrious

man, and by his pei-severance and good business

ability he has prospered and won a comfortable

competence which is the just reward of his labors.

|1_^0N. MICAJAH STANLEY was one of the

IITjii very earliest pioneers of what is now
I^^^ Iroquois County, and the original proprie-

(^ tor of the site of the city of AA'atseka. He
was born in Highland County, Ohio, February 2,

1810, and was a son of Anthony and Hannah
(Hobbs) Stanley. His father was a native of

North Carolina, and removed to Highland County,

about 1805. About 1813, the family removed

from Highland to Clinton County, of the same

State, and in 1830, our subject, in company with

his parents and other members of the family, trav-

eling with teams, removed from the Buckeye State

to Illinois. They reached the AA'abash River in

Indiana, and spent three weeks on the Wea Prairie.

The country was almost uninhabited except by-

Indians. Perhaps the white families in that region

did not exceed a half-dozen. From that place

they proceeded to what is now Iroquois, but was

then A'ermillion County, and settled near the pres-
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ent town of Milford. The Stanley party consis-

ted of Anthony Stanley and his wife; Micajah

Stanley; his oldest brother, AVilliara, and his wife

Judith; his second brother, John, and his wife

Agnes; his youngest brother, Isaac, and his sisters,

Rebecca and I^lizabeth. With them from Wea also

came William Pickerel, an old Quaker, who became

the founder of Milford. He was a remarkable

man, a blacksmith, a miller and farmer, a jack of

all trades, especially adapted to pioneer life, and

as honest as useful. He built a mill at their point

of settlement, from which Milford derives its

name.

The following extract, purporting to be Mr. Stan-

ley's storj', is quoted from the "Iroquois County

History:" That winter we witnessed the hardest

I eyer experienced in mj- life. We were destitute

of almost everytliing. We came here with eight

head of horses, fifteen head of cattle and a flock

of sheep, expecting to get hay from the people

here, but the tire had destroyed it all. We had to

haul our corn from the AVabash, and secured what

we expected would do us. In the early part of

the winter a snow fell ten inches deep, which in-

creased through the season until it became eigh-

teen inches deep on the level. Then there came

a rain and formed a crust on that. The snow

was drifted in places until it was six or sev6u feet

deep. That fall we had plenty of wild turkeys,

but in the winter they all froze; we had plent}'

of deer, but the dogs and wolves killed a good

many of them and we could find plenty of deer

carcasses afterwards. The deer were not all killed

and we soon had plenty of them again, but we had

no more wild turkeys after that. In 1831, we had

a pretty hard time raising a crop. With the rains

we had, our streams were filled up very high, I

may say tremendously high. In the fall of 1830,

Mr. Hubbard was living at Bunkum, and had his

trading-post where Benjamin Fry lived. He moved

that year to Danville and opened a store there.

He employed me and some other men to go to

Chicago for goods. He engaged four teams. I

took four joke of oxen. At that time there was

nothing between here and Chicago in the shape of

a white family. AVe staid all night at his trading-

house, and the next morning started for Chicago.

This was in the spring of 1831. We went up and

crossed the Kankakee River, where Robert Hill

formerly kept hotel, above Momence. AVhen we

got there the river was very high. We had to

ride on the middle cattle, and drive the head ones,

and the water ran into our wagon boxes. When
we got to Chicago we found no goods there, and

had to wait three weeks until the schooner got in.

Inside of old Ft. Dearborn there were two or

three persons doing business. Mr. Dole was there

and another gentleman was keeping a boarding

house there. Mark Beaubieu was up the river in a

little one-story house. We left Chicago and in three

days got to the Calumet River. Sometimes we had

to hitch ten j'oke of cattle to one wagon to haul

it through the quicksand. We were between

three and four weeks getting home. We ran out

of provisions on the way back, and Henry Hub-

bard met us at Beaver Creek with a basket of food.

W^hen we got home we rested about three weeks,

and then took the goods on to Danville. This is

my experience on that trip."

On the 1st of January, 1833, Mr. Stanley was

united in marriage with Miss Rebecca Moore, who

was born in Adams County, Ohio, near the Sciota

line, January 19, 1814. She is a daughter of John

S. and Naucy Moore, and with her parents came to

what is now Iroquois County in 1832. They were

the first settlers in Belmont Township, and her

marriage with Mr. Stanley was the first marriage of

white people to be celebrated in that township.

Eight children, five daughters and three sons, were

born to this union; Louisa, the eldest, died at the

age of twenty-two years; Jennie is the widow of

Dr. Richard Taliaferro, of AVatseka; Minerva was

the wife of N. B. AVhite and died in the spring of

1864; Joseph married Miss Levantia McAA^aj'ne,

and resides in St. Louis; Dicie is the wife of G. E.

AVarren.of Middleport Township; Mark A. married

Miss Jennie Edinger, and resides in AA^itseka, his

sketch being given elsewhere in this work; Lj'dia

was the wife of A. L. AA'illoughby, and died in the

spring of 1874; and JohnE., the j'oungest, wedded

Miss Mary McKimpson, and lives on the old Stan-

lej' homestead.

In March, 1835, Mr. Stanley built a log house

on the present site of AVatseka, his nearest neighbor
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being three miles distant. He improved his farm,

and iu 1846 built the then fine.sl liani in the

county. In the fall of 1860, he built an hotel, i4 x

72 feet, three stories in height with a one-story

kitchen. The building was erected on the north-

west corner of block No. 26, now the site of the

Williams House. There was a hall in the second

story, 30 x 50 feet, and the building was well fin-

ished, and furnished in first-class order. The hotel

was called the Stanley House, and was run by Mr.

Stanley for about five years, including the period

of the war. The landlord was noted for his liber-

ality and kind disposition toward all, especially

toward the soldiers. On the 16th of February,

1866, the house was destroyed by fire, which broke

out about three o clock in the morning and many
narrowly escaped from the burning building. Mr.

Stanley did not rebuild the house but sold the lot,

and the present Williams House was built by James

Mc Curdy in 1869, and on the 28tli of March, 1877,

became the property of William Williams, its pres-

ent proprietor.

AVithin the corporate limits of Walseka have

been sunk between one hundred and fifty and one

hundred and seventy-five artesian wells, of which

a large per cent, are flowing. The first well of this

character was sunk by Mr. Stanley near his resi-

dence on elevated ground in 1857, but this well

did not flow. He sank another on lower ground

at his hotel in 1860, which also failed to flow.

Several other attempts were unsuccessfully made

before the City Council in 1860 secured a flowing

well, since which time many others have been

sunk, but to Mr. Stanley belongs the credit of ini-

.
tiating the movement. The first Masonic lodge

in Iroquois Countj- was instituted at old Middle-

port in 1850, and Mr. Stanley's name appears as

one of its early members.

In course of time Mr. Stanley built a commod-
ious and tast}- brick residence on the site of his

old log house (which had been supplanted by a

large frame house that burned) where he made his

home until his death, which occurred April 18,

1888. His widow and son .lolin still occupy the

old homestead.

Mr. Stanley was a Democrat in politics, and took

an active part in public affairs as the county settled

up. He was elected Coroner at the first county el-

ection and served for two j'ears, was constable

two years, in 1836 and 1837, .Justice of the Peace

two years. Sheriff of the county for two years and

afterwards again held that office, serving six years

in all. In 1841 he was agent for the county in the

construction of the first Court House on the public

square in Middleport. In 1846, Mr. Stanley was

elected to the Legislature from Iroquois County.

The navigation of the Kankakee and Iroquois Riv-

ers had excited much interest, and had been warmly

discussed and advocated since any considerable

settlement had been made in the county. The

feeling had become so earnest that this question

was the staple of thought and conversation, the

single idea of the public mind. Mr. Stanley

brought forward a bill chartering the Kankakee

and Iroquois Navigation and Manufacturing Com-
pany, which was passed and approved February

15, 1847, granting this corporation full control

of the impovemeut of the two rivers for naviga-

tion, and also of all the use of the water power there-

on for the term of fifty years. The company was

organized, and the Kankakee was made navigable

to Wilmington, connecting that city with the Illi-

nois and Michigan Canal; but it is not the design

of this sketch to go into general history.

Watseka was first known as South Middleport,

Hon. Micajah Stanley proprietor. The plat cover-

ed the west one hundred and twenty-three acres

of the southeast quarter of section 32, township

24 north, range 12 west, which tract had been en-

tered by Mr. Stanley April 28, 1835, and in 183G

in separate parts, and the plat was made in 1859.

On the suggestion of Mr. Stanley, the Count3'

Board changed the name of South Middleport to

Watseka, in honor of the Indian girl, wife of Gur-

don Hubbard. The town of Watseka was incor-

porated in February, 1867. Charles Sherman was

the first Mayor, and Mr. Stanley was chosen for

the second in March, 1868, and was again elected

to that office April 15, 187!). When the Peoria and

Oquawka Railroad, now the Toledo, Peoria & War-

saw, was built through Iroquois County, Mr. Stan-

ley was active and influential in securing bonds to

aid in its construction. He gave the right of wa_v

through four miles of farm land and donated ten
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acres for depot purposes to the compaii}' to secure

the depot at Watseka. During the session of tlie

Legislature in the winter of 1862-63, Mr. Stanle}',

with others, attended in the interest of Watseka
to secure a transfer of the county seat from old

Middleport to Watseka, and was influential in ac-

complishing that result. He also donated eight

lots to the count}-, as a permanent public square

on which to erect a Court House. He was also

one of the accepted bondsmen for Contractor Man-
tor on the construction of the new Court House In

November, 1856, Mr. Stanle}' was again the nomi-

nee of his party as a member of tlie Legislature,

but was defeated b}' Judge Blades, the Republican

candidate, b}^ a small majority. This was about

the time of the great political sensational era of

Kansas and Nebraska fame, when Democracy was

on the wane.

Micajah Stanley was the historic character of

early days in South Middleport, now Watseka.

His energy and liberality gave impetus to the

growth of the town and county, and his influence

had never been equalled in that direction by any
of his fellow-citizens. He was a man of broad

-views, sagacious and possessed of wonderful en-

ergy and endurance, and he accumulated a large

and valuable property. His liberality and gener-

osity were large and alwaj'S in advance of even

his extensive resources. In fact, had he been of

the selfish and grasping sort, while public and pri-

vate enterprises might have languished for want

of aid, he would no doubt have left a much more
valuable estate for his family. While his virtues

were many, his faults were such as benefited others

to his own detriment. His niemory deserves to be

kept fresh in the minds and hearts of the people

of Watseka and Iroquois County.

"jf?
AMES II. BURK, an lionored veteran of the

late war and a leading citizen of Sheldon,

claims Indiana as the State of his nativity.

He was born in Dearborn County, on Christ-

mas Day of 1852, and is a son of James and Nancy

(Grubbs) Burk, both of whom were also natives of

the Hoosier State. There they spent their entire

lives. The father died when our subject was only

about a 3ear old, and the death of the mother oc-

curred twenty years later. In the family were six

children, but only two are now living. William,

the brother of our subject, makes his home in

Indiana.

James H. Burk is the youngest of the familj-.

His early boyhood days were spent with his mother,

and at the .age of sixteen he commenced life for him-

self by woiking oir the home farm, where he re-

mained until after the breaking out of the late war.

Prompted by patriotic impulses, he responded to

the call for troops on the 6th of August, 1861, en-

listing as a member of Company' K, Twenty-sixth

Indiana Infantry, under the command of Col.

Wheetley. He participated in the battles of Lex-

ington and Springfield, Mo., and Prairie Grove,

Ark., and for about two years his army service

was in Missouri. He took part in the siege of

Vicksburg in 1863, and participated in the battle

and capture of Mobile. On the expiration of his

three-j'ear term of service, he re-enlisted and re-

mained in the arn^y until after thecloseof the war.

At the battle of Prairie Grove, Ark., December 7,

1862, he was wounded in the shoulder by a gun-

shot. He was a valiant soldier, ever found at his

post of duty, and when the countiy no longer

needed his services was honorably discharged and

mustered out at Vicksburg, June 15, 1866.

After receiving his discharge, Mr. Burk returned

to his home and again engaged in farming, whi(!h

pursuit he has followed during the greater part of

his life, and has achieved success in his undertak- •

ings, his industrious and well-directed efforts gain-

ing him a comfortable competence. As a com-

panion and helpmate on life's journey he chose

Miss Jane II. Conner, a native of Indiana and a

daughter of Cornelius Conner. Their union was

celebrated in 1867, and this worthy couple are

highly respected citizens, who hold an enviable

position in social circles.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Burk is a Repub-

lican and a warm advocate of the principles of the

party, which he has supported since attaining his

majority. He has been called upon to serve in
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l)iiblie positions, and for twelve j-ears has held the

office of Justice of the Peace, while for two years

he has served as City Alderman. The prompt and

faithful manner in which he discharges his duties

has led, to his re-election and won him the com-

mendation of all concerned. He is a public-spir-

ited and progressive citizen, who takes an active

interest in all that pertains to the welfare of the

community. A whole-souled, genial gentleman,

he has won popularit3- and enjoys the respect of

nil wiio know him.

OBERT ZEMPEL, a hardware merchant of

Woodland and one of the prominent busi-

ness men of that place, claims (Germany as

^'^ the land of his nativity. He was born in

Prussia, on the 5th of May, 1855, and is a son of

Frederick and Augustiua (Timm) Zempcl, both of

whom were born and reared in Prussia. The

father was a farmer by occupation and served in

the War of 1848 against the Revolutionists. In

18(56 some members of the family came to Amer-

ica. The mother died in Germany, and in 1867

the father and our subject crossed the Atlantic.

The sailing-vessel on which thej' took passage

weighed anchor at Hamburg and after a voyage

<pf six weeks reached the harbor of New York.

Frederick Zempel spent part of the succeeding

winter in Berlin. Wis., and then went to Kanka-

kee County, 111., but afterward returned to the

Badger .Slate. Suhsequentl}- he was a resident of

Chicago.

AVhilc his father was in Wisconsin. Robert Zem-

pel, whose name heads this sketch, worked on a

farm near Martinton. After his removal to Chi-

cago he engaged in clerking in that city and at

the same time attended an evening school. He
was engaged as salesman until he had acquired b^'

his industry, perseverance and economy enough

capital with which to start in business. Going to

Woodland in 1876, he embarked in the hardware

and grain business as a partner of Mr. Rosenberger,

under the firm name of Rosenberger iV Zempel.

This connection continued for four years, when

Mr. Zempel bought out his partner's interest in

the hardware business and lias since carried on

business alone. He begfin in a small way, but his

trade has constantly increased and he now does

an annual business of upwards of §18,000.

November 1, 1877, in Woodland, Mr. Zempel

led to the marriage altar Miss Sophia Schwer, a

native of Will County, 111., and a daughter of

William and Ellen Schwer, who with their family

came to this count}' in 1873. By their union

have been born five children, as follows: Edward,

Robert, Clara, Lawrence and Olga. The family is

well and favorably known in this community, its

members ranking high in social circles.

Sociall}', ^Ir. Zempel is a member of the Odd
Fellows' lodge of Woodland, No. 649, and has

been honored with the office of Treasurer for the

past seven years. He cast his first Presidential

vote for Samuel .J. Tilden, has since been a sup-

porter of Democratic principles, is an influential

man in the part}', and has often served as a dele-

gate to its conventions. Mr. Zempel now has a

large, neat store, well lighted and stocked with

everything found in a first-class hardware estab-

lishment. He is a cool, clear-headed business man,

sagacious and far-sighted, enterprising and pro-

gressive, and the success which has crowned his

efforts and the i)rosperity which has rewarded his

labors are well deserved.

|7 LOYD EASTBURN has longer been a resi-

jlj (j^j dent of Iroquois County than any other of

j'—^V' its native citizens, for he was the first white

child born within its borders. He was born on the

22d of February, 1836, in what is now Conoord

Township, and his present jilace of residence is on

section 31, Sheldon Township. He isnot onl}- one

of the pioneers .of the county, but is one of its ex-

tensive land-owners and progressive farmers, and

with jileasure we present this record of his- life to

our readers, many of wlnun are numbered among
his strong friends.

Mr. Eastburn's parents, .Toseph B. and .Sarah

(Truitt) Eastburn, were both natives of the Buck-
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eye State. They had the following children:

Jesse died about 1834; Lloyd is the next younger;

Parker is engaged in farming in Sheldon Town-

ship; Allen Miner, a farmer residing in Sheldon

Township; and a child who died in infancy.

The father of this family followed farming through-

out his entire life. In 1834, he came to Illinois,

locating in Iroquois County, where he purchased

one hundred and sixty acres of Government land

in what is now Concord Township, for $1.2.5 per

acre. The trip Westward was made by team. He

found tlie county an almost unbroken wilderness,

where the Indians were far more numerous than

the white settlers. The work of civilization and

progress seemed scarcely begun. ]Mr. Eastburn

ei-ected a small log cabin upon his first claim and

there resided for about three years, when he re-

moved to Sheldon Township and purchased three

hundred and twenty acres of Government land,

making his home upon that farm until his death.

He was prominently identified with the early his-

tory of the county, and in many ways his name is

inseparably connected with its development. He

aided in laying out the roads and organizing the

townships and schools. He was Road Supervisor

in an early day, also Justice of the Peace, and was

a very prominent citizen. In politics, he , was a

supporter of the Democratic party, and himself

and wife were both members of the United Brethren

Church. His death occurred many years ago, and

his wife passed away August 8, 1871.

The early recollections of our subject take him

back to the pioneer days of his native county,

when the Iroquois Indians were still in the neigh-

borhood, when the greater part of the land was

still wild and unimproved, and when the county

gave little evidence of the progress which would

place it in the rank which it to-day occupies

among the leading counties of this great com-

monwealth. His education was mostly acquired

in a log schoolliouse, and he attended school one

term in what was once a hen-house. He was early

inured to the hard labors of the farm, and on at-

taining his majorit}^ he started out in life for

himself, renting a part of the old homestead of

his mother for about nine years.

In 185G,Mr,Eastbiir« was married to Miss Mattie

Hougland, a daughter of Charles and Susie Houg-

land. Her father, a native of the Buckeye State,

was born on the 8th of April, 1806. His educa-

tional privileges were ver^^ limited and he was

mostly educated bj' his own exertions. He was

reared to manhood in the State of his nativity in

the usual manner of farmer lads, and after attain-

ing to mature years was united in marriage with

Miss Susan Clark, a native of Coshocton County,

Ohio, and a daughter of Samuel and Rachel Clark.

Eight children were born of their union, five sons

and three daughters, of whom four are yet living at

this writing, in the winter of 1892: Samuel, the

eldest, is a stock dealer and resides in Iroquois

County; Isaac is married and resides in LeadviUe,

Colo.; Mrs. Eastburn is the next younger; and

Cynthia is the wife of Absalom Warrick, of Shel-

don, 111., and is engaged in the grain business.

Mr. Hougland, the father of this family, is still

living at the very advanced age of eighty -six years

and makes his home in Concord Township.

Through his business industry and well-directed

efforts, he has become a wealth}' man and is one of

the honored citizens of the county. Mrs. Houg-

land died when her daughter Mattie was a maiden

of about eight years of age.

Mrs. Eastburn was educated in the common

schools. She has proved a valuable helpmate to

her husband, and is a kind and loving wife and

mother, and is an agreeable hostess, her household

being the abode of hospitality. By the union of

our subject and his wife have been born ten chil-

dren, as follows: Charles, Joseph, James, Minnie,

Ella, Maggie, George, Cynthia, Paiker, and Susie,

who died at the age of six months. The East-

burn family is widely and favorably known in

this community and its members hold an enviable

position in social circles.

Mr. Eastburn exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Democratic party and cast his first

Presidential vote for James Buchanan. He has

ably served as School Director for a number of

years, but has never been an ottice-seeker, prefer-

ring to devote his entire time and attention to his

business interests. AVith the United Brethren

Church he holds membership. About 1866, he re-

moved to his present farm, purchasing one hun-
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<Jred and sixty acres of land, which has been trans-

formed b}' cultivation and improvement into one

of the most desirable farms in the count}'. His

landed possessions have also been increased until

now he owns five hundred and twenty acres, and

therefrom reaps a <food income. Mr. Eastburn has

had to make his own way in the world, but he lias

overcome the obstacles and difficulties in his path,

and with determination and enter|)rise lias steadily

worked his way upward, accumulating a handsome

competence. His duties of citizenship are faithfully

performed, and he has ever borne his part in tlie

work of jjrogress and advancement. Those who
have known him from boj'hood are numbered

among his stanchest friends, a fact which indicates

the honorable and upright life which he has led.

'\Y(OIIX H. KAKR, an extensive farmer and

stock-raiser, resides on section 4, Concord

Township, and h.as the honor of being a

'^^ native of Iroquois County. He was born

in the township which is still his home, on the 5th

of April, 1843, and is one of a family of four

children born unto Robert and Caroline (Strick-

ler) K:ur. The Karrs are of Scotch-Irish descent.

The grandfather of our subject, Adam Carr,

crossed the broad Atlantic and located in Erie,

Pa., where he was made Justice of the Peace. The

Governor, in preparing his commission, spelled

his name with a K instead of a C, and the mis-

take has never yet been corrected. In later years,

Adam Karr emigrated to Brown County, Ohio,

where he carried on a distillery. There Robert

Karr, father of our subject, was born.

In 1833, the grandfather of our subject came
with his family to Illinois, locating near Dan-

ville, \'ennilion Count}', where he obtained land

and eiigagaged in agricultural pursuits for about

three years. He then sold out and came to Con-

cord Township, Iroquois County, purchasing a

very large tract of land, so that he was able to

give each of his seven children a farm, and the

Karr neighborhood was known far and wide.

Robert Karr was married in this county to Miss

Striekler, who was born in Page County, Ya., and

came to Illinois with her parents when aliout six-

teen years of .age. They began their domestic

life upon a farm, and he successfully followed

agriculture for many years. He was a prominent

citizen in the community and held a number of

local oftices. In politics, be was a supporter of

Kci)ublic.an piinciples. All of his children are

yet residents of Concord Township. Two of his

sons served in the army, our subject and Marion.

John H. Karr, whose name heads this record,

was reared amid the wild scenes of frontier life

upon his father's farm, and was earl}' inured to

hard labor. He acquired a good common-school

education, and it was his intention to attend col-

lege in (ireencastle, Ind. At the age of eighteen,

he started for that pl.ace, but on reaching Sheldon

his patriotism .asserted itself, and he enlisted in

Company A, Seventy-sixth Illinois Regiment,

which was assigned to the Department of the Mis-

sissippi and the Gulf. He saw service in eight

Southern States and was in manj' battles, includ-

ing Hatchie River, Jackson Cross Roads, the siege

of Vicksburg, Champion Hill (where he received a

slight flesh wound), and Ft. IJlakel}' (Ala.). Dur-

ing the Last year he served as Dispatch Orderly

for Gen. Steele. At J.ackson Roads his horse was

shot and fell upon him, and again at Champion

Hill, where he was severely injured. ,\fter more

than three years of faithful service, he w.as mus-

tered out in Galveston, Tex., August 22, 1865,

and received his discharge in Chicago.

Mr. Karr's army life put an end to his school-

da3'S, and soon after he returned from the war he

began farming on his own account. In 1866, he

married Miss Jemima Rritton, of Rensselaer, Ind.,

and unto them were born four children, but the

two daughters are now dece.ased. The sons, Charles

and Fred, still reside with their father. His wife

died in June, 1878, and on the 17th of April,

1870, Mr. Karr was joined in wedlock with Miss

Ellen Dygert, daughter of Henr}' and Laura

(Peck) Dygert, who formerly resided in this

county, but are now residents of Kane County,

111. Four children grace this union: Earl, Mark,

Kittie and Grace.

After his first marriage, iNIr, Karr worked by
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the month for a year, and then, purchasing a

team, engaged in tlie operation of a rented farm

until he had accumulated some capital, wh( n he

made his first purchase of land. This was in 1875,

and he became the owner of one hundred and

twenty acres, constituting a part of his home farm.

He has since bought other land and, in connec-

tion with Mark Ayres, of Chicago, now owns

seven hundred acres. He is extensively en-

gaged in farming and stock-raising, and in his

business dealings has met with excellent suc-

cess, working his way upward from a humble

position to one of wealth and affluence. His pros-

perity is well deserved.

In political sentiment, Mr. Karr is a stalwart

Republican, .and is now serving his eighth term as

Supervisor of his township. For eight j'ears he

served as School Trustee, for a number of years

has been School Director, and has done effective

service in the interest of education. Socially, he

is a Mason, having been connected with that fra-

ternity since 1868, and has tilled all the chairs ex-

cept that of Master. He has also been a repre-

sentative to the Grand Lodge several times, and

is also a member of the Grand Arm}- of the Repub-

lic. His residence in this county covers almost half

a centurj', and he has therefore witnessed the

greater part of its growth and upbuilding, and

has aided in its development and advancement,

ever faithfully performing his duties of citizen-

ship. In reviewing the life of Mr. Karr, we see

that it has been well spent, and in presenting this

sketch to our readers we record the life work of

a valued citizen, a prosperous farmer and an hon-

ored pioneer.

^j^x AUL HENRY WOLGAST, of the firm of

Jl) Wolgast & Wolgast, is a merchant of Dan-

f^ forth. 111. He is a native of German}', and

^ was born in Holstein, July 31, 1849. He is

a son of Jochan H. Wolgast, a native of the same

place. The father there was reared, and married

Jlargaret AVilkin. Since arriving at mature years

he has engaged in agricultural pursuits in Ger-

man}-, where he still resides. Our subject is the

eldest of a family consisting of two sons and four

daughters.

Mr. Wolgast, of this sketch, received good school

advantages in the German language, and since

coming to this country has acquired a knowledge

of English through his reading and observation.

Determining to seek his fortune in the Kew World,

he bade adieu to his friends and relatives and in

1871 started from Hamburg and crossed the At-

lantic in thirteen days. He landed in New York

on the 2d of September, 1871, and came immedi-

ately AVest to Chicago. For about two years he

engaged in gardening near that city, and at the

end of that time removed to Ashkum, where he

engaged in business, remaining there for about two

years. After he bad been in the latter place about

one 3'ear, he carried on farming for the same

length of time. In 1875, he came toDanforthand

engaged in merchandising. In addition to this

business he has carried on a farm for about twelve

3'ears. He now has a good stock of general mer-

chandise and drugs, and has built up an extensive

trade. The firm well merits the large patronage

they eiijo}', as they keep the best goods and have

a large selection of the same at moderate prices.

Mr. Wolgast was united in marriage atAslikum,

in April, 187.5, with Miss Louisa Kryder, who was

born in Illinois, the place of her birth being Kaper-

ville, Cook County, where she was reared and edu-

cated. She is a daughter of Charles Kr3-der, of

that place. To our subject and his wife have been

born eight children, of whom four sons and two

daughters are now living: .John, Frank, William,

Mabel, Carrie and Orval. Amy, a child of four

j-ears, and an infant daughter, (tussIc, arc now

deceased.

Since he has been a voter, Mr. Wolg.ast has been

identified with the Democratic party, and his

friends and acquaintances have many times called

upon him to serve in official positions requiring

such fidelity and ability- as are among his chief

characteristics. He is now one of the Dan forth

Trustees, and in that position has served to the

satisfaction of his fellow-citizens. He is a member

of the German Luther.in Church, in which he is
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iin active worker. He is a member of the Druids'

lodge of Gilraan. For about eighteen years, INIr.

Wolgast has been a resident of Dauforth, and is

well known in Gilnian and tliroughout the county'

as a man who well deserves the respect and esteem

wiiich his fellow-citizens and friends have for him.

He has ever been active in all measures pertaining

to the good and welfare of this community and

State, and for his worth and noble character well

deserves to be remembered in this brief sketch.

^+^1

pOSTER M. CHAPMAN, a prominent and

. ^ pros|)erous farmer, and a resident of Gil-

i|s man, was born in Old Sodus, Wayne County,

K Y., September 19, 1819. He is a son of Henry

D. and Maria (Arms) Chapman. His father was

born in New Lebanon, N. Y., and his mother in

Conway, Mass. His greatgrandfather Chapman

emigrated from Ireland, and the Arms family were

early emigrants from England. Both the paternal

and maternal grandfathers were natives of New
England and followed farming. Our subject's

father was a contractor and builder in the line of

carpentery, and was a Whig in politics. In 1836,

the mother with her four sons started with an ox-

team, driving throngh Canada, and landed in Wash-

tenaw County, Mich., in the dead of winter. Such

a journey, with its accompanying privations and

discomforts, can hardly be imagined in these days

of steam and electricity, that provide means of

rapid transit which would have been considered

incredible in those early days. The3' opened up

two farms in Michigan, and there they lived for

several years, the mother spending her last days

there. She was a consistent member of the Pres-

byterian Church, and her death was widclj'

regretted.

Our subject is the second in a family of five

children, consisting of four sons and one daughter.

He received his education in the old-time school,

which furnished such limited advantages. His

first monev was earned by digging potatoes for a

neighbor, and that was credited to his father. In

the winter of 1839, he taught school across the

18

line in Livingston County, 111., where the refrac-

tory pupils had the i^revious session of school

driven the teacher away; but he was not so easily

discouraged and overcome, and he promptly

brought to terms the chief mischief-makers, and

thereby won the confidence and obedience of all.

In AVashtenaw County, Mich., on the 20th of

March, 1845, Mr. Chapman was united in marriage

with Charlotte E. Spafard, who is the daughter of

Thomas L. Spafard. Her fathei- is an old resident

of Michigan, as he emigrated there in 1838. Mrs.

Chapman was born in New York State, and, when

sixteen 3'ears of age, came with her parents to

Mieliigan. Our subject followed the occupation

of agriculture for several years, and in 1851 began

selling small farm implements, his headquarters

being at Chicago. He handled the first John H.

Manney reapers which were brought to that city.

For a time he also ran a branch house at Detroit,

and had quite an extensive trade in farm imple-

ments in the States of Michigan, Illinois and Wis-

consin. He continued in that business until 1866,

when he took the agency for the Manney leaper

for the territory of Southern Indiana, Kentucky'

and Tennessee. In 1867, he turned his attention

to tlie real-estate business in Chicago, which he

carried on quite extensively until 1875. The fol-

lowing year, he came to Iroquois County and

purchased six hundred and twenty acres in Dan-

forth Township. The farm was in an unimproved

condition, but b^' judicious tiling and ditching

and the erection of good buildings, he has brought

it to its present condition of being one of the best-

kept and most fertile farms in the county. In

1878, our subject, in company with W. C. and C.

G. McDougall and George W. Decker and others,

started the enterprise of cutting a ditch from

Prairie to Spring Creek, thus giving a short out-

let for this entire flat countr}-. That was the first

extensive effort to furnish a system of drainage,

and to this work Mr. Chapman gave time, effort

and money. Contracts were let for ditches aver-

aging from four to eight feet in depth and forty

feet wide, surface measure. As soon as water

would run, thej' put a riding-plow in the ditch

and teams on each bank. Mr. Chapman managed

tlie plow, and often rode in water up to his arm-
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pits. Day after da}', he worked in that soaked

condition until the completion of the ditch.

Nothing has done more to add to the value of

laud in this section, and the men who with such

perseverance pushed the enterprise deserve much
credit.

Politically, Mr. Chapman was a Whig in former

times, later an Abolitionist, and since the war a

Republican. His first vote was cast for William

Henry Harrison of "Tippecanoe and Tyler, too"

fame. He has never sought office, but has

evinced ample abilitj- to fill any local office, could

he be induced to accept it. He is always in the

front ranks concerning any question for the wel-

fare of the community, and takes an active inter-

est in political measures. He is a Unitarian in

faith, while his wife is a member of llie Methodist

Episcopal Church.

Our worth}' subject and his wife have one sou.

Arms S., who is a reporter on the Graphic, of Chi-

cago. Mr. Chapman removed from his farm to

the town of Gilman in 1890, where he has a com-

fortable and pleasant home. He is a constant

reader of the best literature, and is a man excep-

tionally well informed on all the leading questions

of the day and able to express liis ideas in a for-

cible and interesting manner. He believes a wife's

property should remain in lier own riglit and title,

and that statutes should be made to protect the

same. During his many years' residence iu this

county, he has made a wide circle of friends, who
esteem him for his strict integrity and lionorable

career.

ARTIN BURNHAM, one of the enterpris-

ing farmers of Martinton Township, now
makes his home on section 12, wliere he

has carried on agricultural pursuits for

several years. He is one of the early settlers of

this township, and is one of the substantial and

representative citizens of Iroquois County.

Mr. Burnham is a native of Vermont, having

lieen born in Orange County, that State, on the

2]»t of February, 1828, and is a son of David

Burnham, who was also born in the same county,

in 1802. The father was a son of Hon. Enoch

Burnham, a native of Connecticut, born on the

17th of .June, 177-6. The Burnham family came

to tills country in an early day, settling in New
England. Tliere were three brotliers who crossed

the Atlantic in 1635, one locating in Massachu-

setts, and the others in New Hampshire xand Con-

necticut. Their descendants became prominent cit-

izens of the communities in which they resided,

and several members served in the Revolutionary

War. David Burnham was reared to manhood in

the Green Mountain State, and there married

Miss Betsy Olds, who w.as also born in Vermont.

He remained on the old homestead wliere his

father had settled when a boy of eleven years.

He took quite an active part in local politics, and

held several official positions of honor and trust.

In June, 1875, he was called to his final rest,

dying at the age of seveutv-three. His wife de-

parted this life in 1862, when fift\-nine years of

age.

Our subject is the third in order of birth in a

family of nine children, four sons and three

daughters, who grew to mature years. They are

as follows: Elisha K., a resident farmer of Ver-

mont; Lora, wife of Dennison Kinsman, of Iowa;

Martin; IVIarcus makes liishome in Waupaca, Wis.;

Emma resides in Vermont; Luthera is the wife of

Henry B. Howard, of the same State; Rosetta, wife

of Caleb P. Waldo, of Vermont; Martha E., de-

ceased, was the wife of Winslow Avery, of Ply-

mouth, Mass., and Henry P., the youngest, was a

soldier in the late war, and was killed at the battle

of Cedar Creek, in 1864.

Martin Burnham passed his boyhood days on

the home farm, and in his native State received a

good common-school education, which was supple-

mented by a course in the Thetford Academy. He
afterward engaged in teaching for two winters,

but in 1849 went to Wisconsin. In Ciiieago he

engaged in carpentering for a few months, al-

though he had never learned that trade, but was

alw.ays very liandy with tools. After six months,

in 1850, he started for California, in company with

Capt. M. Findley, an old associate of .John C.

Fremont. On his way to the Pacific Slope, he

I
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went to Independence, Mo., where he purchased a

lot of oxen, mules and horses. The trip across the

plains consumed three and a-half months, tliey ar-

riving at tlieir destination on the 20tli of August,

1850. Mr. Burnham engaged in mining for about

two years, and was reasonably successful. Wliile

there he rode a mule to Portland, Ore., where he

purchased a herd of cows, which lie drove back to

California. He returned home b}- way of the Nic-

aragua route and New York.

On the 2d of November, 1853, Mr. Burnham

was united in marriage with Miss Martha Martin,

a native of Orange County, Vt., and a daughter

of Porter Martin, one of the pioneers of that

State, who was from Connecticut. Our subject

purchased tiie farm of his father-in-law, and there

engaged in farming and dairying for ten years. He
then sold his farm in 1864 and came to Illinois,

settling in Iroquois County. Here he bought two

hundred and twenty acres of slightly improved

land, which he has placed under a high state of

cultivation. He has added to his original farm,

and now has three hundred and twenty acres of

fine land. On the home place are two good resi-

dences, barns, and other outbuildings.

With the Republican party Mr. Burnham has

been identified many j-ears, having cast his first

vote for John C. Fremont, and is a stanch sup-

porter of its principles. He has held a number of

public olfices, and takes a prominent part in pol-

itics. He has served as Supervisor, Road Commis-

sioner, and as a member of the School Board. He
is greatly- interested in tlie common schools, and

does all in his power to secure good teachers and

promote educational interests.

Unto our subject and his estimable wife have

been born two sons. Frank H. received a good

education, and on attaining his majority was

united in marriage with Miss Sylvia \A'ilson, a

daugiiter of Alexander Wilson, one of the honored

pioneers of Watseka. She was born in this county,

and received her education in the schools of Wat-

seka. She afterward taught school. They have

become the parents of three children: Clarence M.,

Henry C. and Grace. The father of these children

still resides in Iroquois County, and is carrying

ou the home farm. The other son, Porter M., is

now deceased, having died on the 19th of Jlarch,

1888, and lies buried in Martin Cemetery, where a

monument marks liis last resting-place. lie was

married to a sister of his brother's wife, and unto

them was born a daughter, Bertlia A.

l\Ir. Burnham and his wife removed to Watseka

in December, 1879, leaving their sons to carry on

the home farm, but after two years they came

back to the old homestead, which has since been

their home. They have now lived in this commun-

ity for twenty-eight j'ears, and have taken a

[irominent part in its growth and upbuilding.

Mr. Burnham is a man of sterling worth and up-

right character, and has the esteem of the entire

communit\-, and well deserves representation in

his adopted countj'.

v_ -J^ ,/

,,,.. BSALOM O. EDISON, a representative

KM farmer and stock-raiser of Martinton Town-

ship, residing on section 24, is one of the

early settlers of the county and well de-

serves representation in its history among its

prominent citizens. His life record is as follows:

He was born in Vienna, Canada, November 25,

1830, and is a son of David Edison, who was born

in Nova Scotia in 1798, on the peninsula near

St. Johns. When a child the latter went with his

father, Samuel Edison, to Ontario, and became one

of the early settlers of the locality in which he

made his home. Samuel Edison was an officer in

tlic British army and received a grant of land

from the Government, which he located in Canada

amidst a vast wilderness. He there opened up a

farm and reared his family.

David Edison, the father of our subject, was

tliere reared and married, the lady of liis choice

being Miss Fannie White, who was born in Lock-

port, N. Y., in 1801, and was a daughter of Henry

White, who afterward removed to Canada. After

his marriage, David Edison located on a farm in

his native country, but in 1839 came to the United

States, locating in Cliicago when it was a mere

hamlet. After a year he removed to McHcnry
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Countj', 111., becoming one of the old and honored

liioneers of that county. H^ there entered land

from the Government and opened up a farm, upon

which he made his home until 1862. In thatjear

lie sold his farm and removed to Kankakee, where

he again bought land, making his home there for

a few years, when he came to Iroquois County

and was a resident of Martinton Township until

his deatli, which occurred in 1886. His remains

were interred in Martinton Cemetery, where a beau-

tiful monument marks his last resting-place. His

wife died two years later and was laid by the side

of her husband. For many years Mr. Edison was

a prominent member and exhorter in the Method-

ist Episcopal Ciuirch and was a man of many ex-

cellencies of character.

A. O. Edison, whose name heads this record, came

to Illinois with his father when a lad of nine years

and was reared to manhood in this State. When
only fifteen years of age he began to earn his own

livelihood, 'being employed in a flouring mill in

MoHenry County, where he remained for some

time. He learned the business very tlioroughly

and afterward he entered the machine shops, where

he spent three years, becoming an expert machin-

ist. He afterward went to Wisconsin and later

South to Mississippi, locating in Natcliez, where

he remained from December, 1852, until the fol-

lowing June, when he returned North to Illinois.

He then secured work with the Illinois Central

Railroad Company as a bridge-builder, and to that

work devoted his time and attention for several

months. It was in 1857 that he came to this

county and embarked in carpentering. He fol-

lowed contracting and building for several years,

and a number of houses now stand as monuments

to his skill and handiwork. After following that

occupation for about ten years, he removed to his

present location and for a time carried on carpen-

tering in connection with farming.

On the 9tli of November, 1862, Mr. Edison was

joined in wedlock with Miss Emily Jane Holmes,

a native of Westford, Otsego County, N. Y., and

a daughter of Calvin Holmes, who died in the

Empire State. She is highly educated, a lady of

culture and refinement, and previous to her mar-

li.ige engaged in teaching ))otl) in New York and

Illinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Edison have been

born two children: C^'rus Holmes, who is now-

married and engages in the operation of the home

farm; and Libbie, a teacher of recognized ability

in this county. They also lost one child who died

in infancy.

Mr. Edison cast his first Presidential vote for

John C. Fremont. He then affiliated with the

Democratic party for a number of years, after

which he withdrew his allegiance from political

organizations and is now independent, voting for

the man whom he thinks will best fill the otflce,

regardless of party affiliations. His fellow-towns-

men, appreciating his worth and ability, have called

upon him to serve in various official positions. He

was Commissioner of Highw.ays, has served as

Constable, was Justice of the Peace three terms, and

for fifteen years has been Assessor, serving .as such

for twelve consecutive years. For about twenty

years he has been a member of the School Board,

and the cause of education finds in him a warm

friend. He does all in his power for its advance-

ment and has done much for the excellence of the

schools in this communit}'. His wife is a member

of the Baptist Church and is a most estimable ladj'.

Mr. Edison holds membership with the Masonic

fraternity, belonging to the Blue Lodge and Chap-

ter. He is a valued citizea, public-spirited and

progressive, and a man of sterling worth and in-

tegrity, and is an own cousin to the great inventor,

Prof. Thomas A. Eldison, who has a world-wide

reputation. For thirty-six years he has made his

home in the county and well deserves honorable

mention in its histoiy.

--5- ^>^^<m^
LAAS KREMER, a farmer of Danforth

Township, was one of the first settlers of

the township. He is a native of Holland,

where his birth occurred January 11, 1834.

He is a son of Garned and Outkje (Rasmus)

Kremer, both of Dutch birth. The father was a

farmer by occupation, and reared his family and

spent his life in his native land.

Oiir subject grew to manhood in Holland and
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received a good couimon-fchool education in his

native tongue. In Engiisli he has been almost

wholly !^elf-edllcated since arriving in this country.

In 1862, Mr. Kremer was united in marriage witii

Fannie Poter, also a Hollander by birth. For sev-

eral jears subsequent to his marriage he followed

agricultural pursuits for a livelihood. In 1867, he

emigrated to the New World, taking passage in a

steam vessel at London which was bound for New
York. He was about twenty-two days crossing

the broad Atlantic and had a pleasant voyage.

He arrived in New York May 3, and immediately

went AVest to Chicago. From there he came to

Oilman, and remained in the town for about two

weeks. He then located at Danforth, then a vil-

lage which contained but one store. F'or about

two years he worked b3' the moiith, and with his

carefully hoarded earnings bought a team and

rented land, where he farriied for himself. For a

number of years he rented a farm and was quite

successful. He then purchased land near Oilman,

located on that place and engaged in agricultural

pursuits for several years. At the expiration of

that period he sold his property and purchased

the farm where he now resides. He now has

about sixty-flve acres which are situated in the cor-

poration limits of Danforth. He has well im-

proved his place and built a good residence, barns

and other farm buildings. He also has a wind-

pump and other modern farm machinery. He has

a good orchard of select fruit and in every respect

his is a well-ordered and well-conducted farm.

To our worthy subject and his wife four chil-

dren have been born: Hattie is tlie wife of Her-

man Benzema, of Danforth; John is married and
also resides here; Isaac is a young man still under

the parental roof, as is the j'oungest, Oeorge.

These children have all received the advantages of

a good education and were thus fitted to partici-

pate in the active duties of life. Mr and Mrs.

Kremer arc niemliers of the Dutch Reformed
Church.

For twent\--five years, Mr. Kremer has lived in

Iroquois County and is well known throughout

this section as a man of honor and reliability-. By
his upright course and the fidelity with which he

discharges his duties of citizenshiij he has won the

esteem and high regard of all with whom he has

come in contact. In his political sentiments he is

a supporter of the Republican party and cast his

first ballot for President for Oen. V. 8. (irant. He
has never sought or held official positions but has

given his entire time, energy and attention to

business interests. He has ever been a heart}'

supporter of educational measures and is an advo-

cate of good public schools. He served tor six

years as a member fif the School Board in Oilman.

He is liberal in support of those enterprises which

tend to advance the best interests of the commun-
ity and IS ever readj' to aid in the promotion of

any undertaking which tends to elevate man-

kind.

^^EOROE C. SMITH, who is extensively en-

II (^^ gaged in farming and stock-raising in

\\^J4| Stockland Township, is the owner of a

good farm of one hundred and twenty' acres on

sections 30 and 32. He was born in AVashington

County, Md., July 18, 1846, and on the paternal

side is of German descent. His father, George

Smith, was a native of Germany. In early life, he

crossed the briny deep, and, locating in IMaryland,

there became acquainted with and married Miss

Araminta Eigenbrode, a native of that State.

P'ive children were boru unto them but three are

now deceased, Mary, jNIartin and Aaron. The

two now living are our subject and his sister

Sarnh. The famil\- having removed to Indiana,

the mother died near I'leasant Hill, Montgomery
County, that State, in 18.")3. The following ^-ear,

George Smith, Sr., was again married, the lady of

his choice being Julia Ann Moore, of Montgomery

County. Of the five children born of th;it mar-

riage, four are yet living: Philip, Leander, Ara-

minta and Joel. Amanda, the third in order of

birth, died in 1890, in Oklahoma. Mrs. Julia Ann
Smith was called to her final rest in Sullivan

County, Mo., in 1867. Mr. Smith afterward re-

turned to Illinois with his family, and in 1868

married Mrs. South, of Ash (irove Township, Iro-

(juois County. They then removed U> Missouri,
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where the father of our subject died in 1881. His

widow is MOW a resident of the State of W.ashing-

ton.

George C. Smitli, whose name heads this record,

accompanied his parents on their removal to Indi-

ana, when quite a young lad. He also went with

the family to Missouri, and returned with them to

this county, where he has since resided.

On the 26tli of March, 1872, he married Miss

Hejirietta Crane, daughter of David K. and Cath-

erine (Stewart) Crane, of Stockland Township.

Ten children have been born of their union,

namely: George D., born February 8, 1873; Cora

E., June 18, 1874; Arthur E., August 27, 1875;

Charles W., November 24, 1876; Carrie A., June

13, 1880; Mary G.. April 30, 1881; Oscar W.,

December 10, 1882; Roy A., April 18, 1885; Nellie

M., June 22, 1887; and Lester, November 1, 1891.

Though the family is large, but one death has

entered the home circle. On June 29, 1892, while

going with a cultivator to the field, Artliur E. met

with a fatal accident. By some means he was

thrown from the plow, his head going between the

fenders and his body falling across the left beam,

breaking his neck and causing instant death.

In December, 1873, Mr. Smith removed to the

farm owned bj^ his father-in-law, seven, miles

southeast of Milford, and after operating it for

three years purchased eighty acres of land of Mr.

Crane, his present home, which is lo(!ated on sec-

tion 32, Stockland Township. Since then, he has

purchased forty acres more on section 30. In addi-

tion to the cultivation of his own land, he has

leased and operates one hundred and eighty acres

in Stockland Township, and one hundred and fifty-

five acres in Prairie Green Township. He is a

practical and progressive farmer, and the large

business which he carries on yields to him an ex-

cellent income. In addition to general farming,

he engages quite extensively in stock-raising,

making a specialty of the breeding of fine horses

and hogs. He possesses good business ability,

which, combined with well-directed efforts and

perseverance, has won him a well-deserved success.

He is a member of the Modern Woodmen and the

Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association.

The cause of temperance finds in Mr. Smith a

warm friend, and he votes with the Prohibition

party, which embodies his views on that question.

Himself, wife and three children are members of

the Christian Church. He does all in his power

for the advancement of educational and moral

interests, and is found in the front rank of every

worthy enterprise. He is not only classed among

the substantial farmers of the community, but is

recognized as one of the valued citizens of Stock-

land Township. April 24, 1864, he enlisted in

Company B, One Hundred and Thirty-fourth

Illinois Infantry, and served five months and ten

days, when he was honorably' discharged. He is a

member of Vennum Post No. 471, G. A. R., of Mil-

ford.

jears

born

OHN LEMON BAILEY, who resides on sec-

tion 12, Belmont Township, is one of the

^,^1 prominent early settlers of the county. He

1^1/ has here made his home for thirty-seven

his residence dating from 1855. He was

in Scott County, Ky., February 14, 1819,

and is of English descent. His gr.indfather was a

native of England, but emigrated to America

in the Colonial days, and aided the Colonies in

their struggle for independence. Crossing the

mountains with pack animals from Virginia, he

settled in Kentucky,and there spent the remainder

of his life.

George William Bailey, the father of our sub-

ject, was born in Virginia, and when a ^oung man

went with his parents to Kentucky. He served in

the War of 1812, fought in the b.attlc of Ft. Meigs,

and participated in the battle of Tippecanoe under

Gen. William Henr}' Harrison. He removed to

Rush County, Ind., and afterward located near

Anderson, Madison Count}', where his death oc-

curred at the age of sevent3'-eight 3'ears. He was

married in Kentucky to Sarah Lemon, a native of

Pennsylvania, whose parents were born in Scot-

land. She departed this life prior to the death

of her husband. By their union, two sons and

seven daughters were born, but our subject is the
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only one now living. The father was a second

time married, and two (laughters were born. In

his later years George W. Baile^' engaged in

preaching. He was a prominent member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and was zealous in

Sunda3'-school and temperance work. His influ-

ence was ever exerted in behalf of the right, and

the world is better for his havinu lived. Jn poli-

tics, he was a AVhig.

John L. Haile}-, whose name heads this record,

spent the first sixteen years of his life in his native

State, and then accompanied his parents to In-

diana. His education was acquired in the sub-

scription and public schools. He was early inured

to hard labor, and helped to clear a timbered farm

in Indiana and make rails. Under the parental

roof he remained until twent^'-two years of age,

when, in Madison County, I nd., he was united in

marriage with Rebecca Kelley, who was born in

Virginia. With their six children they came to

Illinois in 1855, and Mr. Bailey purchased eighty

acres of land, a part of his present farm. Their

home was a log cabin, 14x16 feet, and for twelve

miles east there was no settlement. All kinds of

wild game were plentiful, and wolves made the

night hideous with their howling, hi connection

with general farming, our subject engaged in rais-

ing sheep and horses, and won for himself a com-

fortable competence.

In 186!), Mr. Bailey was called ui)on to mourn

the loss of his wife, who died on the 3d of De-

cember, at the age of forty-eight, and was buried

in Belmont cemetery. In her fifteenth year she

united with the Jlelhodist Episcopal Church, and

was a faithful and devoted member. The children

of the family are as follows: Ivan L., born in In-

diana, is now a sewing-machine agent of Watseka.

He is a prominent citizen, and twice served as

Treasurer of the county. During the late war, he

enlisted as a member of the Fifty-first Illinois In-

fantry, and wiis made First Lieutenant. At the

battle of Franklin, the third in which he engaged,

he was wounded, and as a result is a cripple for

life. George W., who was also made a cripple

during his service for the Union, is now engaged

in carpentering in Missouri. Sarah is the wife of

Robert Danner, who resides near the old home-

stead. John L., who married Maggie Romine,

was formerly a farmer, but is now a real-estate

dealer in Greenfield, Ind. Jennie is the wife of

Henry S. Purgit, a resident farmer in Belmont

Township. Mary Ellen, who was a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, died December 12,

1877, at the age of twentj-thrce years. William is

a carpenter of Kankakee. Malilon J. is famous for

his skill as a wrestler, and is now in the West.

Minnie, born July 27, 1861, became the wife of

Charles Zumwalt, and died May 30, 1891. After

the death of his first wife, Mr. Bailey married Han-

nah Lyman, who was born in Stark County, Ohio,

September 2, 1831, and at the age of five years

came to Illinois with her parents, who were pio-

neer settlers of this county. She was a devoted

member of the Methodist I]piscopal Church, and

was called to her reward September 23, 1891.

In politics, Mr. Bailey was first a Whig and

afterward a Republican. He cast his first vote for

AVilliam Henry Harrison, and b^' his last ballot

supported Hon. Benjamin Harrison. With the club

of veterans who voted for the grandfather, he went

to visit our present Chief l^xecutive at his home in

Indianapolis in 1888. He has served as School Di-

rector and Road Commissioner, but has never been

an t)ffice-seekcr. At the age of twenty-seven, he

united with the Methodist Church, and has served

as its Class-leader; he gives liberally to its support,

and ever takes an active part in Sunda}--school and

church work. The poor and needj' find in him a

friend, and he is ever ready to extend a helping

hand. He is charitable and benevolent, and is one

of Nature's noblemen.

' P. JOHNSON, M. D., a successful physi-

' clan and surgeon of Iroquois and one of

its prominent citizens, was born in Mazon,

Grundy County, 111., March 4, 1856, and is the

fifth in ( rder of birth in a family of nine children.

His father, M. Johnson, is a native of Uniontown,

Pa. He wedded Miss Maiy Preston, who was born

in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and on the 19th of

April, 1892, the>- celebrated their golden wedding,
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having traveled life's journey together as man and

wife for a half-century. They are nosv residents

of Mazon and are highly respected people. Mr.

Johnson is a self-made man, who by his own well-

directed efforts has accumulated considerable prop-

erty. In politics, he is a stanch Republican and

takes quite an active interest in political and pub-

lic affairs, supporting all enterprises calculated to

promote the general welfare.

The Doctor spent the days of his boyhood and

youth upon his father's farm and in the common
schools acquired a good English education, which

was supplemented by study in the Rock River

Seminary and the public schools, and Normal and

Scientific Scliool, of Morris, 111. At the age of

nineteen years, he embarked in the profession of

teaching, which he followed for about four years

during the winter season. lie was first employed

in the country schools, but afterward secured a

position in the villages. At the age of twenty-

four years, he began reading medicine and studied

at home until he was well versed in materia medica.

He then entered the Chicago Medical College, and

was. graduated from Rush Medical College in Chi-

cago in February, 1885, after which he located in

Iroquois, but as there were already two physicians

in this place he concluded to try some other local-

ity. For three years he was located in Mazon,

and in Benton County, Ind. On the expiration

of that time, he returned to Iroquois and again

opened an otDce, and lias since enjoyed a large and

hicrative practice. While in Mazon, he served as

local physician for the Atchison & Sante Fe Rail-

road.

On the 6th of September, 188,5, Dr. Johnson led

to the marriage altar Miss Minnie, daughter of Dr.

A. T. and Elizabeth (Wright) Crozier. By their

union have been born two children, a son and a

daughter: Maurice, born in Earl Park, Ind., Dec-

ember 15, 1886; and Nellie M., born in Iroquois,

November 20, 1891. The Doctor and his wife

rank high in social circles and throughout the com-

munity have many warm friends and acquaintances

who hold them in high regard.

In his social relations. Dr. Johnson is a Mason

and also belongs to the Modern Woodmen. He

was reared as a Republican in politics but is now

identified with the Prohibition party. While in

Benton County, Ind., he was elected Coroner on

the Republican ticket but resigned his position on

account of his removal from that place. He has

served as Chairman of tlie Congressional Com-
mittee of the Prohibition party, is now a member
of the County Central Committee, has frequently

served as a delegate to the county and district

conventions and was once a delegate to the State

convention. The Doctor is a member of the

Christian Church and is recognized as one of Iro-

quois' best citizens, taking an active and commend-
able interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

the community and its upbuilding. He is re-

cognized as a skillful pliysician and a liberal pat-

ronage is his.

OHN C. GILES, a leading farmer of section

2, Douglas Township, Iroquois Countj', was

born in North Peoria, 111., December 29,

1844. He is a son of William and Louisa

Anna Giles. His grandfather, Thomas Giles, was

an English soldier and was one of the British

guards during the trip of the banished Napo-

leon to the island of St. Helena. His wife, Ann
Giles, was also of English birth. On leaving the

English service, he left his native land and sailed

for America in 1827. After spending four years

in Utica, Nt Y.. he removed to Riehlan(i, Oswego

County, of the same State. In 1836, he with his

family went to Peoria, where he purchased eighty

acres now included in North Peoria. In order to

fence his land, he placed a straw band on his pony's

back, on which he balanced rails, thus transporting

lliem to the desired place. With a mattock he dug

up three acres for his first crop. Both he and his

wife spent their last days on tiie farm which they

had purchased many years before.

The father of our subject accompanied his par-

ents to Peoria in 1836, and there he married his

wife,whobore the name of Kaiser before marriage.

She was a native of Louisiana and of (ierman de-

scent. Her parents died wlien she was quite young

and with friends she came to Peoria. Our subject's
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father was a farmer and brick mauufacturer. He

has the distinction of mailing the first brick wliich

was made in Peoria. Many of that city's best

buildings were built of the brick of his manufac-

ture. He h.as witnessed its growth from a few

houses to its present thrifty dimensions. Politi-

cally, he is a Republican, and has held the otlice of

Collector of Peoria and has also served as School

Trustee. His wife's death occurred at the age of

thirty-three years, leaving four sons and two

daughters, of whom three are now living, as fol-

lows: our subject; Thomas, a merchant of North

I'eoria; and Nathan, a farmer of Cliampaign. In

later life, the fatlier married Ann I'phoff, a native

of Germany, unto whom were born eight children,

live sons and three daughters. In 1849, he went

by ox-team to Lawson 's Kanclie, Cal., taking six

months for the journe3'. He was gone for some

two years and rained successfullj-. lie crossed the

JIississipi)i River on the ice. He is still living, at

the age of seventy-four years, in North Peoria.

Mr. Giles, the subject of this sketch, spent his

boyhood days on a farm and in his father's brick-

yard, receiving such education as was afforded by

the common schools. When twenty-one j^cars of

age, he started in life for himself on a farm which

he had rented. This he ditl for a time and then

farmed for his father for a period of three j'ears.

He purchased eighty acres of farming land in

Princeville Township, Peoria County, where he

fanned until 1887, and then purchased and re-

moved to his present farm of two hundred acres.

There was not a tile' on the place wlieu he bought

It and he now has the reputation of having one of

tiie best-drained farms in Douglas Township, for

he has placed in his land about forty-five thou-

sand tiles, thus vastly improving and increasing

its value.

INIr. Giles was united in wedlock with Miss Al-

myra Russell, a native of Peoria Country, December

17, 1868. Her parents emigrated from Pennsyl-

vania to that county in 1840. Her father, Eben-

ezer Russell, was born in Lawrence Countj', Pa.,

November l.'>, 1811. AVhen eighteen years of age,

he left tlie parental roof and wejt to Freder-

i^'ksburg, Ohio. He was married in the year

1834, to Edith Emery, also a native of the Ke3--

stone State, and followed agricultural pursuits in

Ohio until his removal to Illinois. He and his

estimable wife are still living in Peoria County.

Mrs. Giles is one of thirteen children, of whom
three sons and four daughters are yet living.

Unto our worthy subject and his wife have been

born four children: Emery W., Hattie Jlay, Ar-

thur Ebenezer and John Ernest. Mrs. Giles is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church of La

Hogue. Mr. Giles is a supporter of the Republican

party and has never been an office-seeker, preferring

to devote his time and energy to matters of busi-

ness. Socially, he belongs to the Modern Wood-

men of America. He is a successful farmer and

has won for himself a fair measure of success and

prosperitj' by his own well-directed efforts.

{j^^. AMUEL HAZEL, a retired farmer now re-

^^^ siding on section 32, Prairie Green Town.

Ill/jl) ship, is a native of the Buckeye State. He
was born near Fredericksburg, Wayne

Count}', Ohio, on the 5th of July, 1825. His

father, Hugh Hazel, was a native of Delaware and

was of Irish extraction. On attaining to years of

maturity he wedded Miss Ruth Kerns, and unto

them were born twelve children, as follows: James,

Samuel, Sarah, George W., Isaac G., Hugh, Willi.am,

John, Abram, Eli, Charles and Elizabeth. The fa-

ther was a farmer and carpenter by occupation,

following these two pursuits through much of his

business career. He is still living in Medina

County, Ohio, at the very advanced age of ninety-

nine years. His wife was called to her final rest

on tlie 30th of August, 1849.

The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood

upon his father's farm. His school privileges

were very limited, in fact he is self-educated.

When he was a lad of thirteen years, he accompa-

nied his parents on their removal to Ashland. Ash-

land County, Ohio, where he remained for about

ten j-ears. He left the parental roof at the age of

twenty-two and started out in life to earn his own
livelihood. He first hired out to work as a farm

hand and was thus employed for a 3"ear, his wages



414 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

being only $7 per montli. He then made a pur-

chase of flft^^ acres of land in Ashland Country,

Ohio, at $7 per acre and began the development of

a farm. This tract was covered with heavy timber

and it was no easy task to clear and improve it.

A year later he moved to Mercer Count}^ where he

lived a j'ear. Until 1866 lie farmed in Van AVert

County, when he went to North Amherst, Lorain

County, Ohio, .and purchased a combined steam

grist and saw mill. He there remained two years,

carrying on business in that line, after which he

left the State of his nativity and came to Illinois,

in 1868.

Long previous to this, Mr. Hazel was married.

On the 9th of November, 1847, he was joined in

wedlock to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of John and

Catherine Heiffner. The lady was born February

10, 1825, in Ashland, Oliio. By their union were

born the following children: John B., now a prac-

ticing physician of Claypool, Ind.; Samuel E.,

who is engaged in farming in Lawrence Countj',

111.; Tabitha C, wife of Henry Seamen, a farmer

residing in Prairie Green Township; Edward, who
died in infancy; Cornelius, who died in 1875, and

Chailes E., who completes the family. He resides

at home and operates the farm for his father.

On coming to this State, Mr. Hazel located in

Prairie Green Township, Iroquois County, where

he purchased two hundred acres of unimproved

land, on sections 27 and 34. With characteristic

energy he began its development, transforming it

into rich and fertile fields, and adding one hundred

and sixty more to it, and there he made his home
until 1883. In that year he purchased one hun-

dred and twenty-five acres of land, his present home
making an aggregate of four hundred and eighty-

five acres. It is all under a high state of cultivation

and well supplied with all the improvements and

accessories of a model farm. Of late years he has

lived retired, while his son manages the business.

His life has been a busy and useful one, and bj'

his enterprise, good management and industry he

has risen to a position of wealth and affluence

and is now enjoying a well-earned rest. In pol-

itics he is a supporter of Democratic principles,

having affiliated with that party since casting

his first Presidential vote for Polk. For a time

he was the only Democrat in his township, so far as

known. He has held the office of .School Director

in his district for fifteen years, was Road Com-
missioner one year and Justice of the Peace six

years. His public duties are ever discharged witli

promptness and fidelity and he is one of the val-

ued citizens of the community. Mrs. Hazel has

been a member of the United Brethren Church

from cliildhood.

NDREW JACKSON LYMAN, a well-

^YlM known and leading farmer of Martinton

1ms Township, residing on section 35, claims

Stark County, Ohio, as the place of his

birth, which occurred on the 7th of July, 1837.

The paternal grandfather, John Lyman, was a na-

tive of Germany, and when a young man emigrated

to America. He served as a soldier in the War of

1812. He was married and for some 3'ears resided

in Pennsylvania, after which he emigrated to Ohio,

locating in Stark Count}', where he reared his fam-

ily. The father of our subject, John L3-man, Jr.,

was a native of the Keystone State and in Ohio

grew to manhood. lie married .Sarah Baum, who
was born in Pennsylvania, of German ijarentagc,

and in 1840 he emigrated with his family to Illi-

nois, locating in old Middleport, being among its

earliest settlers. The next year his death occurred.

His wife afterward married Jonathan Lyman, a

brother of her first husband, and her death occur-

red when our subject was a lad of thirteen years.

When the L3'man familj' came to this county

Indians were still verj' numerous in the settle-

ment, and all the hardships and privations of pio-

neer life were to be borne. There were few white

people and these were widely scattered. Wheat

and corn were ground in a coffee-mill, for Chicago

was the nearest market and the farm products were

drawn to that place with ox-teams, the journey

consuming about a week's time. In the usual

manner of farmer lads our subject passed his boy-

hood and youth. After his mother's death lie I'e-

mained with his stepfather until sixteen years of
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age. Previous to this time he had had no educa-

tional privileges, but lie now attended school

through two winter terms. He also learned the

carpenter's trade, which lie followed for a few years,

and afterward worked by the month as a farm

liand for Thomas Y. Yates. He then purchased a

half-interest in a breaiiing team and engaged in

breaking prairie and threshing until, having ac-

cumulated some capital by his industry and econ-

oni}-, he purchased a forty-acre tract of land. This

was in 1852. He at once broke and improved the

land, the same upon which the village of Pitt-

wood is now located, and engaged m farming until

after the breaking out of the late war.

A marri.age ceremony peiformed on the 21st of

December, 1860, united the destinies of Mr. Lyman
and Miss Elmira, daughter of Joel Brandenburg.

In August, 18G2, IMr. Lyman bade good-bye to iiis

young wife and entered the service of his country

as a member of the One Hundred and Thirteenth

Illinois Infantry. He served mostly cm detached

duty, and at length was discharged, in 1863, on ac-

count of physical disability. After receiving his

discharge, he returned home and the following

j'ear resumed farming, but was soon afflicted by

partial l)lindness, from which he suffered for twelve'

years. In the meantime, however, his farm was

operated by otliers. At length, he sold that place

and purchased the one on which he now resides in

1875. It then comprised one hundred and twenty

acres of raw prairie, but it now comprises one hun-

dred and twenty acres of well-tilled land, highly

cultivated and improved witii a good residence,

barns and other accessories of a model farm.

Unto Jlr. and IMrs. Lyman have been born seven

children, but thej' lost their eldest, Frank, who
died on the 22d of March, 1885; Cora is the wife

of S. P. Shaw, of Colorado; Alta, Mary C, Kittie and

Ida P. arc at home; .lohn T., a lad of ten years,

completes the family.

IVIr. Lyman cast his first Presidential vote for

Stephen A. Douglas, and h.as since supported every

Presidential nominee of the Democratic party since

that lime. He has held a number of local oflices

and been honored with several positions of public

trust. He is now serving as Road Commissioner,

which position he has filled for sixteen consecu-

tive years to the credit of himself and the satisfac-

tion of his constituents. He has been a member

of the School Board for a quarter of a century

and has done effective service for the advancement

of the schools and their upbuilding and improve-

ment. He is a public-spirited and progressive cit-

izen, who manifests an active interest in all tiiat

pertains to the welfare of the community. Almost

his entire life has here been passed and his friends

throughout the county are many.

l^+^[

YMAN A. BEN.JAMIN, a substantial farmer

owning farms on sections 14 and 23, in

Township 27, West Danforth Township,

has been for twenty-eight 3'ears a resident of Iro-

quois County, and is well known throughout this

section. He is a native of New York, his birth

having occurred in Jefferson County. July 18,

1829. He is a son of William Benjamin, who was

born July 8, 1800, in the same State and county.

The grandfather of our subject, Jonas Benjamin,

was born in Woodstock, Vt., and was a drummer

boy and soldier in the War of the Revolution.

This family was among the early settlers of New
England. Jonas Benjamin removed from ^'er-

mont to New York and settled in Jefferson County,

then a wilderness. There his son grew to man-

hood and married Charlotte Welsh, a native of

Jefferson Count3-. She was a daughter of Charles

AVelsh, one of the pioneers of that county. "Her

brother, Charles Welsh, Jr., was the first white

child born in Jefferson County. After his mar-

riage, Mr. Benjamin cleared and made a farm in

New York, and there reared his family and spent

the remainder of his life. He died at the age of

sixty-seven years, in February, 1867. His wife

survived him several years and died about the

year 1877. They both found a last resting-place

in the same cemetery, where beautiful monuments

have been erected to their memory.

Of their family of four sons and two daughters

who grew to mature years, Lyman A. is the eldest;

Charles is a farmer and contractor of Cook County,

111.; Anson is a farmer of Smith County, Kan.;
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John served for thn.'C years in the late war and

has since died from exposure and disease con-

tracted in the army; Addie, now deceased, was the

wife of Mr. Hart, of Chicago; and Libbie is the

widow of Byron G. Fenny, of Adams, Jefferson

County, N. Y.

Lyman A. Benjamin passed his earl}' years on

his father's farm, receiving a good common-scliool

education, supplemented by several terms in the

Jefferson Countj^ Institute. After completing his

studies, he engaged in teaching during the winter

terms, and in the summer worked on a farm. In

the fall of 1855, he came West, locating first in

Du Page County, 111., where he purchased a farm,

which he operated until November, 1864, atwhich

time he sold it and removed to Iroquois County.

In Danforth Township, he bought a forty-acre

tract of raw prairie land, which he improved and

built thereon necessary farm buildings. To this

he added an adjoining fort}- acres in the course of

time, and afterward added another forty acres,

making one hundred and twenty acres of valuable

and well-improved farming land. He has a good,

substantial residence, good barns and other out-

buildings. On everj' hand are seen the evidences

of thrift and neatness, and he is accounted one of

the enterprising and progressive farmers of this

section.

In Jefferson County, N. Y., on the 28th of Jan-

uary, 1854, Mr. Benjamin was united in marriage

with Miss Pha?be A. Webb, a native of Washing-

ton County, N. Y., though reared and educated in

the county where she was afterward married. .She

is a daughter of Darius Webb, a prominent man

and a millwright by occupation, who is now liv-

ing in Oswego County, N. Y., at the advanced age

of eighty-six years. Our subject and his wife

have reared to mature j'ears a family of five chil-

dren: the eldest, Fred, is married and operates a

farm in this county; Rev. WiHiam D. is a minister

of the Blethodist Episcopal Church at Kempton,

Ford Count}-; Edwin N. is a farmer residing in

Red Willow Count}-, Neb.; Ida is a successful

teacher of this county, and has for six years been

a teacher of her home district; and Charles W.

assists in carrying on the home farm.

Mr. Benjamin is identified with the Republican

party, which he has always supported since its or-

ganization. Previous to that, he was an old-line

Wliig. He takes quite an active part in local poli-

tics, and has held quite a number of official posi-

tions of honor and trust. He is now serving as

Assessor, to which position he was first elected in

1878, and this he has held almost continuously

since that time. When occupying those offices,

he has always discharged the duties incident to

them with fidelity and satisfaction to his fellow-

citizens. To the cause of education he has always

given his hearty support, believing that good

public schools and instruction are of inestimable

benefit to the country. For a number of years, he

has served as a member of the School Board, and

has also taught several terms since locating in this

county. Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin are worthy

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of

which he is Steward. Long residence in this sec-

tion has made Mr. Benjamin widely known, and

his strict integrity of character has won for him

the confidence and esteem of all with whom he has

come in contact.

E^ZE
BOOI, who owns a farm on section 17

) Danforth Township, is a native of Holland,

^ where his birth occurred December 8, 1839.

He is a son of Charles and Ellen (Driefspraw)

Booi, both of whom were natives of tlie same

country. The parents emigrated to the New
World in 1847, sailing from Rotterdam on the

12th of May, and after a long voyage of about

three months arrived in the United States. They

went direct to Chicago by w.ay of the Erie Canal

to Buffalo, and from there by way of the Lakes.

Mr. Booi located in Cook County, twenty miles

south of the then village of Chicago and near the

present site of the town of Pullman. Tliere he

opened up a farm and endured many privations

and hardships. In 1852, his wife met her death

by drowning in the Calumet River, when endeavor-

ing to cross it upon the ice. He continued to re-

side on his farm at that place until his death in

1856. They had a family of four cliildien: Zacke,
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who now resides in Kahiinazoo, M't'l'-! Agnes, now
deceased; Eze, of tliis sketcli; and Sopliia, who is

married and lias a family.

The early days of our subject were passed on

his father's farm in Cook County. After the

death of his father, he was thrown on his own re-

souices and worked by the month for neighboring

farmers during the succeeding three years. He
then rented a farm for a ^-ear, and next bought out

llie heirs of the old homestead and operated a

portion of it for a number of years. This he sold

in 1872 and three years later removed to Iroquois

County, i)urchasing a faim in Danforth Township,

where he now resides. He first bought one hun-

dred and thirty-five acres and has since sold a

number of lots from it, now having one hundred

and fourteen acres, all of which are within the cor-

poration limits of Danforth. He has improved and

cultivated this property until it is one of the most

valuable and desirable farms in this part of the

State. He started in business for himself with

nothing but a good constitution and ready hands,

and by long years of industry and enterprise has

.achieved his present success, being accounted one

of the most progressive and thrifty farmers of the

township.

In 18511, IMr. Booi was united in marriage with

Edith Margaret Coiper, who like him was born in

Holland and reared there until the age of fifteen

years, when she emigrated to Illinois. Mr. and

]Mrs. Itooi are the parents of seven children:

Charles E., who is married and has five children, is

a farmer of this township; Minnie is the wife of

Henry lUirnelt, a carpenter of Danforth; Ellen is

the wife of Henry Zeedik, a farmer; Edith, who is

the wife of John Kramer, a clerk of this village;

Daniel, a young man still under the ])arental roof;

Volhtrl, also at home; and Ezie, who married in

this county, March 14, 1883, Trintya Wagnum, a

widow, who was born in Holland. To them have

l)een born Ihrcc children: .lohn, Cornelius and

(iertie.

Mr. IJooi cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln

and has supported every nominee of the Republi-

can party for President since. In local poli-

tics, he is independent, voting for the man w'hom

lie considers bestqualilied for the position. Almost

his whole life has been spent in Illinois, and for

seventeen long years he has been a resident of

Danforth Township. He is a most honorable man
and has the respect and friendship of all who know
him.

UDOVICO LAMOKEAUX, dealer in grain,

coal and farming implements, is a respected

citizen of Gilmaii, and was born in the

Empire State, his birth having occurred in Wester-

loo Township, Albany Countj', July 11, 1842. He
is a son of Peter and Emeline (Eerrington) Lam-

oreaux, who were also natives of New York State,

where they were reared and married. The father

died in the prime of manhood, at about thirty-

three years of age, leaving his widow with three

little children, the eldest of whom was only seven

years of age. Heroically she struggled to keej)

her children together and carry on the work of

the farm. She is still living in New York, at the

advanced age of seventy-five years, and has been

a woman of unusual ability, winning the love and

respect of all who knew her. As soon as our sub-

ject was large enough to assist his mother, he lent

a willing hand and soon became her main depend-

ence. The cares of life fell heavily upon the

shoulders of one so young, but the united efforts

of mother and son provided for the necessities of

the family and educated the younger members.

Thus nobly did he perform the duties devolving

upon him, and the same faithfulness and loyalty

to right and duty have characterized his subse-

quent career. His brother Adelbert is eraplo^-ed

in the Pullman Car Works, and his sister, Mrs.

Mar^' Sn3'der, lives in Albany County, N. Y.

As may be inferred, our subject had very lim-

ited educational ad vantages, as the work and re-

sponsibilitj' of the farm necessarily permitted of

little time to be spent in school. He was early in-

ured to hard work, and the habit has never yet

left him. His education has mainly been acquired

by reading, and through observation and exper-
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ience he has gained a practical knowledge which

could have beeu gained in no other way.

Mr. Lanioreaux was united in marriage Novem-

ber 12, 1862, with Miss Mariette Bell, a native of

Wcsterloo, Albany County, N. Y., where their

marriage was celebrated. The year 1868 witnessed

the removal of our subject to Iroquois County,

and after spending some time in tlie lumber busi-

ness in Gilman, he removed to a farm, but soon

returned and has since made Gilman his home.

He was employed in the grain ottice of D. B. Cook,

of Bushnell & Co., for about one year, and in that

of F. W. Hatch for the same period of time. In

1875 he became manager of the business in wliich

he is now engaged. AVith the exception of about

two j'ears he has held the position continuously

since.

Mr. Lamoreaux, his wife and only child, Ger-

trude, are active members in the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, of which he is both Steward and

Trustee. Politically, he was a Democrat from

1864 to 1884, casting his first vote for McClellan.

Since the latter date he has been an uncompro-

mising Prohibitionist. Socially, he is a member

of White Holly Camp No. 524, M. W. A. Mr.

Lamoreaux applies himself closely to business

affairs, but amid the multiplicity of his duties

finds ample time for church, Sunday-school and

charitable work, to all of which he gives his liearty

support. He is widely and favorably- known, and

this esteem is well deserved, for he has lived an

upright, wortlij' life, and is a trusted friend, in

whom one can place implicit confidence.

IP^.OBERT AVILKINSON, who has been prom-

Ljji^ inently identified with the business inter-

'J^\ ests of Sheldon, and is one of its leading

and influential citizens, was born in Sturgis,

Mich., March 14, 1851. and is a son of John and

Marj' Wilkinson, both of whom were natives of

England. They crossed the Atlantic to America

in the summer of 1850, and located in Michigan,

whence they removed to Kendall County, III.,

in the summer of 1854. Mr. Wilkinson en-

gaged in farming, and was a very successful busi-

ness man. At the time of his death he owned

about six hundred acres of land. He died in Lis-

bon, 111., in July, 1872, at tlie age of fifty-five

3'eais, and his wife died in December, 1882, at the

age of sixty-seven years. Our subject was the

sixth in order of birth in their family of eiglit

children, five of whom are yet living. One son,

George, died in 1864 of spotted fever.

Our subject was reared to manhood in Kendall

County, 111., and after acquiring his education in

the public schools engaged in teaching for a time.

On attaining his majority he commenced farming

in Kendall Countj'. He was married March 1,

1877, to Miss Emma, daughter of Isaac H. and

Susannah (Fry) Eastburn, of Sheldon, 111., and

two years later he sold his farm, removing in tlie

spring of 1879 to Iroquois County. Here he pur-

chased land two miles north of Sheldon, but came

to the village in September of 1881. By the un-

ion of our subject and liis wife were born six chil-

dren, but the four eldest died in childhood.

Stanley- E. and Mary Lois are still with their par-

ents.

Mr. Wilkinson spent the winter of 1880-81 in

Colorado on account of ill health, and returned

somewhat improved to Sheldon in the following

spring. In November, 1885, he embarked in bus-

iness as a dealer in coal and agricultural imple-

ments. In the year 1887 he sustained a severe

loss by fire, his entire stock of agricultural imple-

ments being burned, but his business tact had se-

cured him by proper insurance, so, Plicenix-like, a

new building was erected on the old site, which

lie had purchased, and he continued in business

until 1890.

In May, 1891, Mr. Wilkinson embarked in the

banking business, in company with his brother-

in-law, George W. Eastburn, and as proprietors of

the Citizens' Bank, which was opened on the 14th

of May, they have since been doing a good busi-

ness, which has far exceeded all their best expec-

tations. Mr. Wilkinson is also a stockholder

in and President of the Perfection Paper Bag-

hokler Company, and aided in the organization of

the tile works, but has since sold his interest in

the organization. He is Treasurer of the Building
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and Loan Association, of .Sheldon, 111. He also

owns one hundred and sixty acres of fine farming

land within two miles of Sheldon.

In politics, INIr. Wilkinson was first a Republi-

can, hut recently he joined the Prohibition party

and has been one uf its supporters. At the age of

fifteen years he united with the Methodist Episco-

jjal Church, and since that time has been one of

its faithful workers. He holds membership with

the Good Templars' society, and the cause of tem-

perance finds in him a stanch advocate. His life

has been an honorable and upright one, well

worthy of emulation. He is a man of excellent

business ability, is progressive, possesses good

judgment, and has steadily worked his way up-

ward to a positi(m of wealth and afHueuce.

'1T'(>HN C. COMNEK, a successful and well-

known physician and surgeon of Crescent

City, was born near Richmond, Wa^ne
County, Ind., Js'ovcmber 6, 1844, and is a

son of Lewis and Mary (.Jennings) Conner. His

father was born and reared in INorth Carolina, and

when a 30ung man emigrated to Indiana, wliere

he met and married Miss Jennings, who, however,

was also a native of North Carolina. Mr. Conner

engaged in fanning in Wayne County, Ind.. and

there reared his famih'. He resided for a few

years in Grant County, but returned to Wayne
County, where he spent the remainder of his life.

He w.as a very prominent member of the United

Brethren Church, and took quite an active (lart in

cliureli work, earnestly laboring in the Master's

vineyard. He was called upon to fill a number of

local offices, and was a higlily respected citizen.

The Doctor was reared to manhood in the .State

of his nativity, and acquired his literary education

in the public schools. When only seventeen years

of age he entered the service of his country, .ind

on August 11, 1862, donned the blue as a member
of Company I, One Hundred and First Indiana

Infantry. He was mustered in as a private for

lliree years' service, and acted as a drummer for

a time. lie was promoted to the rank of Corporal

at the battle of PerryvlUe, Ky., the first engage-

ment in which he participated. He also met the

enemy in battle at Chickamauga, Mission Ridge,

Lookout Mountain, Resaca, Keiiesaw Mountain,

Atlanta, and went with Sherman on his memor-

able march to the sea. He marched to North Car-

olina with the troops that captured .Johnson at

Raleigh, and then went on to the Capitol Cit}',

where he partic ipated in the Grand Review. He
was mustered out at Louisville, K3'., June 24,

1865, after almost three years of service. Al-

though a mere lad when he entered the army, he

proved a faithful soldier, ever found at his post of

dut3'. When the war was over the Doctor returned

to his home in Indiana, and attended Joncsboro

College for two years. He also engaged in teach-

ing.

Wishing to engage in the ])raeticc of medicine.

Dr. Conner began studying in Jalapa, hid., in

1869, and took his first course of lectures in Cin-

cinnati, in 1876. The following year he returned

to that school and was graduated in the Class of

'77. He then entered upon practice in Jalapa,

where he engaged in the prosecution of his pro-

fession for nine years. He then changed his place

of residence, removing to Stark County, Ind., in

1882. He afterward practiced for two years in

Stark County, and subsequently' opened an office

in Clifton, 111., where he remained for four jears.

He then located in Crescent Cit^', and during the

five }'ears of his residence here he has built up a

large and constantl3' increasing business.

Dr. Conner has twice been married. In Jalapa,

Ind., February 28, 1872, he married I\Iiss Alma
Jackson, who died in Knox County, in 1880. In

1884 he was again united in marriage, this time with

Mrs. Ella (McAllister) Malaney, a native of Indiana.

Hy her former marriage Mrs. Conner had two

sons, but one met death by accident, Cecil, who
died at the age of ten 3'ears. The otiier son, Wal-

ter, is still with the Doctor.

Since attaining his majority, Dr. Conner has

been identified with the Democratic party, having

been one of its supporters since he cast his first

Presidential vote for Gen. Hancock. He has been

honored with several local offices, and is now the

Supervisor of Crescent Township. Socially he is a
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member of the Masonic order belonging to Lodge
No. 688, Clifton, A. F. & A. M.; of Post No. 717,

G. A. R., and of Camp No. 1425, M. W. A.

Among bis professional brethren he ranks high.

He keeps abreast with his profession by the study

of medical journals, and his excellent skill and

ability are .icknowledged by thfe liberal patronage

he receives. He is considered a successful physi-

cian and is also popular as a citizen.

'LONZO P. G00DYP:AR, a member of the

,rm of Williams & Goodyear, general

/// 14) merchants of Woodland, was born near

^ Bennington Center, Wyoming County, N.

Y., twenty-two miles from Buffalo. The family

traces its line of ancestry back to England. The
founders of the family in America were banished

from the Mother Country on accountof their love

of liberty, and crossing the broad Atlantic settled

in Hamden, Conn. At one time they owned
three townships in New Haven, and the farm

deeded them by King George was in possession of

the family until about three years ago. The grand-

father of our subject was a Captain in the State

militia, and was ordered to New Orleans under

Gen. Jackson during the War of 1812, but was

crippled and could not go.

The father of our subject, Marks Goodyear, was

born in Hamden, Conn., June 30, 1809, was

there reared and educated, and for three years was

a student in Yale College. He was married in the

Nutmeg State to Eliza Hodges, a native of Lon-

donderry, Somersetshire, P^ngl.and, who emigrated

to America when about five years of age. In

1834 Mr. Goodj-ear removed with his family to

the Empire State, where lie developed a new
farm. In 1837 he came with a team and sleigh to

Cincinnati, Ohio, a distance of three hundred and
fifty miles, and then shipped his goods to Pekin,

111., while he continued on with his teams across

the country, reaching his destination on the 8th

of March. In the spring of 1841 he commenced

transforming a trnct of wild piairie laud into a

fine farm, upon which he made his home for half

a century, tlis death occurred March 15, 1891.

His widow still survives him and is vet living on

the old homestead. Mr. Good^'ear was a man of

sterling worth. Honorable and upright in all his

dealings, his word was as good as his bond. In

politics, he was a Democrat, and all of his sons are

supporters of the same party. At his death he

left a good property.

The members of the family were Alonzo P.,

whose name heads this sketch; Mrs. Mary Hay-

ward, who is living in Chicago; Dudley M., a resi-

dent of Washington, Tazewell County; James S.,

a resident farmer of Tazewell County; Mrs. Har-

riet E. Eaton, who is living in the same county;

Alfred W., who resides near the old homestead;

and Robert H., who is engaged in farming in Mc-

Lean Count3'.

A. P. Goodyear was born October 23, 1836, and

has spent almost his entire life in this State. He
was reared on a farm in Tazewell County, and

during his j'outh he worked for his board while

attending school. At the age of twent3'-three he

began earning his own livelihood 1)3^ working as a

farm hand, and was emplo3'ed in the vicinity of

his childhood home until 1868, when he removed

to Wasliington. He there embarked in the gro-

cery business, whicli he followed until 1871, when

he again resumed farming. In 1874 he came to

Iroquois County, and purchasing land near Wood-

land carried on agricultural pursuits until 1892,

since which time he has been engaged in business

in Woodland, as a partner of Judge Williams.

They have a general merchandise establishment,

and are now enjoying an excellent trade, their

liberal patronage being secured by tlicir courteous

treatment and fair dealing.

On December 22, 1859, in Tazewell Count3', Mr.

Goodyear married Miss Mary Humphre3', a native

of Tompkins Count3', N. Y. Her fatlier was born

in Hartford, Conn., and her mother was a native

of Penns3'lvania; the3' came to Illinois in 1834.

LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Good3'ear have been born four

children: Alonzo F., who was born in Tazewell

County, acquired his primary education in the

common schools, and afterward was a student in

the Normal College of Valparaiso, Ind, He then
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became a successful teacher, and was Assistant

Scliool Superintendent under E. J. Blake. Wish-

ing to enter tlie legal profession, he became a stu-

dent in the Union Law School, of Chicago. He is

now engaged in practice in Watseka, and is serv-

ing as State's Attorney. Mary E. is the wife of

,Iohn Webster, of Milford Township; Olive E. is at

home; and Charles S., a wide-awake and enter-

prising \oung business man, assists his father in

the store. The children have all been provided

with excellent educational advantages, and all

have engaged in teaciiing school.

Mr. (ioodyear cast his first Presidential vote in

IMGO, for Ste|)hen A. Douglas, and has since been

a stanch supporter of the Deniocratic party. lie

is a good business man, higlily respected througii-

out tlie comnuinitj^ and the success that he lias

achieved in life is due to his own efforts. The

firm of Williams & Goodj'ear have one of the

leading mercantile estal)lishments in Woodland.

c^ IVESLEY IIAK\'EY, who is now living a re-

\ rJl tired life in Cissna Park, certainlj' deserves

"W^ representation in this volume, for no other

resident lias so long made his home in this com-

munity. He has been an eye-witness of its growth

for more than iialf a century, and his name is in-

separably connected with its history. He was born

on New Year's Day of 1821, in a log cabin in

Washington County, Ind., his parents being Robert

H. and Sarah (Richards) Harvey. His father was

born in Nortli Carolina, but in an early day re-

moved to Tennessee, where their marriage occurred.

About 1810, they emigrated to Indiana, where he

cleared and developed a farm. The mother died

leaving four children: Elizabeth became the wife

of George A. Brock and died at the home of her

son in Jacksonville; G. R. is a resident of \'m-

cennes, Ind., wliere he follows merchandising; Wes-

ley is the third in order of birth; and Mrs. Sarah

Strain resides in Milford. After the death of liis

first wife Robert Harvey was again married. His

death tccurred in the Hoosier State.

The subject of this sketch had very meagre edu-

19

cational privileges. He conned. his lessons in a

subscription school held in a log cabin furnished

with slab seats and supplied with greased-paper

windows. Upon his father's second marriage Wes-

le}' came to Illinois, at the age of sixteen years.

The journey was made with an ox-team and he

landed in Ash Grove Township. At that time

there were only five families in the tenitory in-

cluded in Ash Grove, Lovejoy, Pigeon Grove,

Artesia and Loda-Townships. He made liis home

with George A. and Lewis Brock until twenty- years

of age, and was then joined in wedlock with Marj'

Henry, a native of Indiana and a daughter of John

Henr^', one of the settlers who came to this county

in 18.36.

Entering a claim, Mr. Harvey Itegan farming,

purchasing his land of the Government at a land

ortice in Danville. Three years later he sold that

claim and bought a farm of Lewis Brock at the

head of the Grove. After operating it for five

years he then sold to Mr. Devore and made a farm

on section 24, Ash Grove Township. When he

disposed of that land he removed to the village

of Ash Grove and embarked in mercantile pursuits,

engaging in business as a dealer in dry goods and

groceries for twenty-two years. He also carried on

farming at the same time, but in 1890 he sold his

farm and, having disposed of his store, removed

to Cissna Park, where he is now enjoying a well-

earned rest.

August 27, 1859, Mr. Harvey lost his first wife.

They had but one child, which died at the age of

two years. He married Eebruaiy 10, IHfiO, Mrs.

Brock, widow of Lewis R. Brock, and unto them

were born two children: George William, who died

at the age of three years; and Henry Bishop, who

was born March 21, 18(;o. The latter is now his

father's partner in merchandising in Cissna Park

and iias the c(mtrol of the business. He acquired a

good literary education in the public schools and

afterward pursued a course in the Chicago Com-

mercial College. Eor two years he has carried on

operations in his present line and is one of the

wide-awake, enterprising and successful young

business men of the community.

Of the (iriginal sixteen voters who in 1840 cast

votes in Ash Grove Township Mr. Harvey is the
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only one yet living. In that year, although not

yet of age, he supported William Henry Harrison,

and was a Whig until the organization of the Re-

publican party, when he cast his ballot for John C.

Fremont and has since been one of its stanch sup-

porters. He has held a number of offices, was the

second Supervisor of the township, and has served

as Assessor for four terms.

Mr. Harvey is truly a self-made man. At an

early age he began life for himself and worked in

Indiana as a farm hand for ^3.50 per month. He
had no capital when he came Lo this county, but in

truly pioneer style he began life here and has

steadily worked his way upward. He formerly

went to La Fayette, Ind., and to Chicago to mar-

ket. A trip made with ox-teams to the latter

place consumed ten days and he would sell his

wheat for $9 per load. He took his grain to mill

at Wilmington near Joliet. His farming was done

with primitive machinery and he passed through

ail the privations and hardships of pioneer life, but

his industr}' and perseverance at length overcame

all obstacles and he made of his life a success, ac-

quiring a handsome competence by his diligence,

energy and good management. He is truly an

honored pioneer and throughout the community'

he is held in the highest regard by many warm
friends.

JOSEPH W. ROBINSON, Sheldon's old-

est practicing physician, and one of promi-

nence in the community, is a native of the

Empire State. He was born in Saratoga,

N. Y., November 3, 1836, and is the third in

order of birth in a famil}' of four children. The
parents were William and Maria (Wright) Robin-

son, both of whom were natives of New York, and

Ciune of liardy, long-lived ancestry. His father

was the first proprietor of the Empire Springs, of

New York, and for a number of yeais conducted

business along that line. In 1851 he removed

with his family to Blooniington, 111., and soon

afterward went to Washington, this State, where

he continued to reside until his deatli, in January,

1866.

Of the Robinson family, James H., the eldest, is

now a resident of Saratoga Springs, N. Y.; Will-

iam H. is living in Yates Cit}', 111.; Joseph W. is

the next j'ounger; and Benjamin S. makes his

home in Saratoga.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

public schools of Saratoga, N. Y.,and Washington,

111. As lie looked about him in choice of some

profession which he wished to follow through life,

lie determined to become a physician, and in

1858-59 entered the St. Louis Medical College. In

1862, following the completion of his studies, he

responded to the country's call for troops, enlist-

ing in Company G, Eightj'-sixlh Illinois Infantr3-,

and served until the close of the war. The regi-

ment was always at the front and did much ardu-

ous service for the Union. The first active engage-

ment in which the Eighty-sixth regiment took

part was at Perryville, when Bragg was threat-

ening an attack on Louisville. The Doctor par-

ticipated in Sherman's memorable march to the

sea, and all of the battles of the Atlanta campaign,

and arrived at the National Capital IMay 18, 1865.

Soon after his enlistment he was appointed Hos-

pital Surgeon, and near the close of the war was

promoted to Assistant Surgeon. He received his

discharge and was mustered out May 18, 1865.

When the country no longer needed his ser-

vices Dr. Robinson returned to his home in Wash-

ington, 111., and e.stablished a drug store, which

he carried on in connection with the practice of

medicine. He was married October 16, 1866, in

that place, to Miss Maggie Hughes, daughter of

George Hughes, a native of England. By their

union has been born a daughter, Effle, now the

wife of C. W. Richards, who is railway agent at

Graneros, Colo.

The year 1873 witnessed the arrival of Dr.

Robinson in Sheldon, and he has here since made

his home. He has been President of the Town
Board, and is a member of the Board of Pension

Examiners. Socially, he is a member of the L. B.

Brown Post No. 151, G. A. R., of Sheldon, and

for the first five jears of its existence was its hon-

ored Commander. He cast his first Presidential

vote for jjincoln, and supported the Republican

party until 1872, since wliich time he has been a
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stanch advocate of tlie Democracy. He is one of

the leading and influential citizens of Sheldon,

and, as l)efore stated, is its oldest practitioner. In

regard to his profession the Doctor is well read,

and his skill and ability have won him a liberal

jiatronage. From the beginning his practice has con-

stantly increased, and he is now doing a fine bus-

iness. Throughout the community he has a wide

acquaintance, and is held in the highest regard by

all with whom he has been brought in contact

either in professional or social life.

GEORGE BURGER, who owns and operates

^ a farm located on section 5, in Douglas

1

Township, is a native of Baden, Germany,

his birth having occurred at Lausheim, on the 23d

of April, 1831. He is a son of Anton and Mar^^

A. (Kech) Burger, both natives of the same coun-

try. The fatjier was there engaged in agricultural

|)ursuits, and when the Revolution of 1848 broke

out his sv'mpathies were with the Revolutionary

l)arty. This made it best for him to leave Ger-

many, and in 1849 he crossed the ocean, landing in

America and locating in New London County,

Conn. Two years later his family joined him at

that place. Both he and his wife spent the re-

mainder of their lives in Connecticut. His death

occurred at the age of sixtj'-seven, and Mrs. Bur-

ger attained the age of sixt3'-lwo. Their family

consisted of seven children, four sons and three

daughters, five of whom now survive. George;

.loseph, a prominent farmer of Ford County, 111.;

Elizabeth, wife of .lohn Fhillips.of thesamecounty;

Mary A., wife of August Haubacli, a farmer of

Douglas Township; and Johanna, wife of Robert

Messinger, who resides in Connecticut.

The subject of this sketch is the third child of

their family. He was reared to farm life and re-

ceived a common-scliool education in Ins native

land. After coming to this country' he was not

permitted to go to scliool, but by reading and con-

tact with English-speaking people he has become

a good scholar, well informed on all the leading

'juostions of the day. It was in 1 8,')0 that lie de-

cided to come to the I'nitcd States, but as he was

then about military age he knew there was no

chance of getting a jiassport; he therefore managed

to provide himself with a bogus pass and, making

his way to Havre, France, he boarded a sailing-

vessel, which made the trip to New York in thirty-

one days. For some nine years he worked as a

farm hand in Connecticut. Since that time he has

carried on farming on his own account.

At Norwich, Conn., Mr. Burger was united in

marriage, January 9, 1853. with Catherine Miller,

who was born in Dunningen, Wurteraberg, Ger-

many, November 25, 1835. She is the daughter

of Mathias and Elizabeth (Baumann) Miller, both

natives of the same place. Their lives were spent

on a farm in Wurtemberg. Of their family six

children lived to maturity and three of them emi-

grated to the United Stales: Isador crossed the

ocean the same time as Mrs. Burger, and died in

Fulton County, 111.; John came to the United

.States about the year 1854, and died at the home

of our subject. Mrs. Burger received her educa-

tion in German}', and came to the United States

in 1851. Unto our subject and his wife have been

born two children, one of whom died in infancy,

and Eliza' J. died when six years and three months

old.

Having followed agricultural pursuits in the

East until 1865, Mr. Burger removed to Fulton

County, 111., where he operated a rented farm

until 1869. In that 3'ear he came to the farm

where he still resides, having purchased it the year

previous. la company with August llauback, he

bought a (juarter-section, which two years later

they divided. That was a very wet year and as

at that time liiere had been no ditching or drain-

age done in the locality, about nine-tenths of the

land lay under water. By industry and hard la-

bor he improved his property and now owns a fine

farm of oue hundred and sixty acres, which is con-

sidered one of the best tracts in Douglas Town-
sliip.

For some twelve ^ears Mr. Burger has served as

Road Commissioner and has always been a strong

advocate of s^'stematic drainage. While he was

Commissioner he did all in his power to forward

thnt enterprise, and was one of the prominent men
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in organizing the La Hogne Drainage District-

He lias been a member of the Board of Trustees

since the organization of the district, and is a

public-spirited man, being always active in for-

warding all measures for the advancement of the

local and general interests of the community. In

financial matters he has been quite successful, the

perseverance and energy with which he has con-

ducted his affairs being crowned with success. At

the time of his marriage he had but $50 and his

wife $20. By their combined efforts they have a

comfortable home and income. He is well and

favorably known throughout this section as a

man of honor and correct business principles. Po-

litically he is a stanch supporter of the Democratic

party.

^||OHN WILLIAM ZEA, dealer in grain, hay

I

and coal at La Hogue, is a native of the

^—A
j

Empire State, his birth having occurred in

^^' Cazcnovia, Madison County, October 18,

1835. He IS a son of William and Laura (Black-

man) Zea. Three brothers by the name of Zea

went to Manhattan Island from Germany prior to

the Revolutionary War. Two of them returned

to the Fatiierland, hut one, the great-grandfather

of our subject, remained in Manhattan Island. The

father was born in Schoharie County, N. Y., but

removed to Madison County, where he married

Miss Blackman,a native of Connecticut and of

Puritan stock. He was a farmer, as were his ances-

tors. In 1846, he emigrated to La Salle County,

111., coming by water as far as Chicago and mak-

ing the remainder of the journey by wagon. He

was a Whig and later a Republican in politics. His

death occurred some ten years ago, he having

reached the allotted three-score and ten years. Both

he and his wife were members of the Methodist

Church. She is now living at the advanced age

of eighty years and is passing her declining days

with her son at Remington, Ind.

Our subject is the second child in order of birth

in his father's family, in which there were six sons

n;)il three daughters, He was reared to farm life,

and after ten years of age was never able to

attend school more than three months. Since he

was eleven years old he has made his own way in

the world. He commenced working on a fagn at

$5 per month, where he staid until nineteen years

of age.

On the 17th of March, 1855, Mr. Zea wedded

Mary E. Arris, at Ottawa, La Salle County. She is

a native of Maine and a daughter of .lames and

Hannah Arris, who emigrated to Illinois in 1850.

Mrs. Zea has one brother and a sister. Mr. and

Mrs. Zea are the parents of nine children: John C.

is a merchant at Manchester, Kan.; Clara E. is the

wife of Adam Laub, of La Hogue; Charles E. is a

farmer of Ford County ; Mary Alice is the wife of

George Hill, of La Hogue; Frank E. and Harry E.

reside at home; James A. is a farmer of Ridgeland

Township, this county; Sherman L., a graduate of

the Onarga Commercial College, is a grain clerk

for his father; and the youngest, Lester M., is at

home.

The first land ever owned by Mr. Zea was twenty

acres in La Salle County, which he sold, and in

1868 went to Piper City, Ford County, where he

purchased eighty acres, which lie improved and

made his home until 1872. He then came to what

is now La Hogue, which at that time was only a rail-

road switch. He had the honor of building the

first dwelling at that point, which has since been

remodeled and converted into a store. In the fall

of the same year, he began in the grain and hay

business and hascontinued in that line since. For

the first five years, he was in partnership with

James 0. Barnard, and for the last fifteen years has

been connected with the firm of P. B. & C. C.

Miles, of Peoria. He handles from two hundred

tiiousand to three hundred thousand bushels of

grain and about one thousand tons of hay per an-

num. He has been station agent at La Hogue for

twenty years, being with one exception the agent

longest in the service of the Toledo, Peoria & War-

saw Railroad. He also carries on a farm of five hun-

dred and twenty acres. In 1886, he built a good

elevator at La Hogue, having a capacity of eigh-

teen thousand bushels of grain.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Zea is a Repub-

can, his first Presidential vote having been cast for
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J. C. Fremont. He has always taken an active

part in polities and conventions, but has never in

any sense of the term been an aspirant for otfice.

In iiis social relations, he is an Odd Fellow and is

a Royal Arch Mivson. Both ho and his estimable

wife are members of the Methodist Church, of

which he h.-is been Steward and Trustee for the past

five years. For twenty years, ilr. Zea has been in

business at LaHogue, and is a man well known
throughout the county for his fair dealing and

business enterprise. He has achieved success through

his own efforts and industry.

AMUEL WA.SHBIKNE ranks among the

prominent and highly- respected citizens of

Ash Grove Township. He follows farming

on section 14. The AV.ijhburne family is

of English origin. The great-grandfather of our

subject, with two brothers, left his native land and,

braving the dangers of an ocean voyage in those

early d.iys. came to tlie American Colonies. He
settled in New York, and when the Revolutionary

War broke out aided in the struggle for indepen-

dence. The grandfather of our subject, Samuel

Washburne, was born and reared in Westchester

County. N. Y., and there followed farming

throughout his entire life.

The father of our subject, Willetl Washburne,

was born in the same county about 17;t8. He be-

came a farmer, lumberman and contractor. He
removed to Oswego County, traveling through

the wilderness with ox-teams, and there spent the

remainder of his days, his death occurring in 1887.

He married .Sarah Bashford, a native of Westchester

Count}-, N. Y., who died in Oswego Count}'. He
took a very active part in political aflfairs and was

a strong supporter of the Whig party. The W.isli-

burne family numt)ered seven sons and live daugh-

ters, of whom three sons and three daughters

are yet living. One brother, .1. M.. is now a farmer

of Whiteside County, 111. The youngest brother,

W. L., was_ the originator of the emblematic sign

business. At the time President Lincoln was mur-

dered, be was making clocks as signs for jewelers

in -New Y'ork City and placed the hands of these

to mark the hour of Lincoln's assassination. All

such signs have since been made the same.

The subject of this sketch was born August 9,

1838, on a farm in Oswego County, N. Y., and

when old enough commenced lumbering. He re-

mained at home until twenty-one j-ears of age and

then started out in life for himself. The year

1864 witnessed his emigration to Kendall County,

111., where he rented land for four years. In 1868

he came to Iroquois County and purch.ised a farm

on section 14, Ash Grove Township. This was

then in its primitive condition, being entirely des-

titute of improvements. He turned the first fur-

row and pl.aced the entire amount under a high

state of cultivation. His lauded possessions now
aggregate three hundred and twenty- acres and he

operates an additional quarter-section. In con-

nection with the cultivation of his laud, he is also

engaged in stock-raising, having for the past fifteen

years made a specialty of breeding Clydesdale

horses.

Ere leaving the Empire State, Mr. Washburne
married Miss Jane A. Lee, who was born December

5, 1839. Their union was celebrated in Oswego
County, December 30, 1860. Unto them were bom
the following children: Flora, who is now the

wife of Frank Flutro, of ^Milford, was born in New
Y'ork; J. Lee, born in Kendall County, is on

the home farm; May is the wife of T. N. Sin-

derson, and they reside with her father; Charlotte

E. is the wife of T. N. Willoughby, a resident of

Ash Grove; Eddie is still under the parental roof,

and three children are now deceased.

Mr. Washburne is a leading and honoi-ed mem-
ber of the Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association.

In 1860, he proudly cast his first vote for Abraham
Lincoln and has since supported the Republican

party, which lie does from a matter of principle.

He is not bound by part}' lies and should lie deem
it best to vote otherwise would not hesitate to do
so. He has often attended the conventions of his

party and is influential in its councils. He has

held a number of local offices and his duties were

ever promptly and faithfully discharged. He has

witnessed much of the development of the county

find has done much for its upbuilding and advance-
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ment. He made the first road with a road grader

and introduced the use of that machine into liis

township. He also started tlie tile system for

draining the sides of the road, and has ever man-

ifested a commendable interest in public improve-

ments and all that tends to promote the general

welfare. Mr. Washburne may truly be called a self-

made man, for he started out in life empty-handed.

The obstacles and difficulties in his path he over-

came b}' determination and perseverance, and by

industry, enterprise and good business ability he

has acquired a comfortable competence and is

ranked among the well-to-do farmers of Ash

Grove Township.

<| MLLIAM B. FLEAGER, President of the

\f\///
Perfection Bag Holder Company, one of

^^^ the leading industries of Sheldon, was

born in Carlisle, Pa., September 20, 1830, and is

a son of Charles and Mary Ann (Wetzel) Flenger,

both of whom were natives of the Keystone State,

and there spent their entire lives, dying at the age

of seventy-five years. Tlie grandparents were also

born in Pennsylvania.

Our subject was the eldest of a family of thir-

teen children, and only liimself and the youngest

child, Mrs. Anderson, are now living. He entered

upon his business career at tlie age of fourteen

years as a clerk in a general merchandise store,

where he remained until twenty' years of age. He
then entered the shop of his father, who was a

wagon-maker, and became familiar with the use of

tools. In 1851, he went to Peoria, 111., and be-

came clerk for John H. Flo3-d. He at first re-

ceived only i!8 per month, but his employer soon

found that liis services were valuable and his wages

were gradually increased to 140. With that em-

ployer he remained for four years and then re-

turned to his father's home with $400 in gold,

which he had saved from his earnings while in the

West. After a visit of two weeks in Pennsylvania,

he returned to Peoria and embarked in the confec-

tionery business, but it did not prove to be a piof-

itable investment and he lost all of his capital and

moved to Cruger, 111. In the interests of others

he carried on a store and the grain business, and

was nvide railroa<l agent for the Toledo Peoria it

Wabash Railroad, and moved to Gilman at the re-

quest of that road in the 3^ear 1857, being the

pioneer of botli places. At Gilman he was the

first railroad agent for the Illinois Central Rail-

road and the Toledo, Peoria cV Wabash Railroad.

In December, 1858, Mr. Fleager was united in

marriage with Miss Maria Brubaker, daughter of

Henry Brubaker, of Lancaster, Pa. Unto them

were born four children, two of whom are living:

George, twenty-flve 3'ears of age, is now employed

in the First National Bank of Chicago; Arthur B.

graduated from the Northwestern University June

16, 1892. Mr. Fleager lost his wife in 1875,

and in 1877 he married Frances M. Milliman, and

unto them were born four children: Clarence E.,

thirteen years of age; Harry, ten 3'ears; Eva, five

3'ears; and Sam, two 3-ears.

In March, 1860, Mr. Fleager came to Sheldon,

being the first one to come, and cast his lot

among the earliest settlers; since tiiat time he has

been very prominentl3' identified witii its liis-

tory and its upbuilding. Going to Chicago, he

purchased one hundred thousand feet of lumber

and established a lumber yard. He erected tiie

first building in the town and engaged in the gro-

cery business, which he continued for some time.

He also carried on general merchandising and be-

came a dealer in coal and grain. In 1873, he sold

his general merchandise establishment and em-

barked in the banking business as proprietor of

the Sheldon Bank, with which he was connected

until the 10th of May, 1891, when he soldoutand

the bank has since been known as the Citizens'

Bank. He was instrumental in establishing the

Perfection Bag Holder Company in 1891, which

was organized as a stock compan3' with Mr. Fleager

as President, Mr. Wilkinson as Treasurer, and Mr.

Wliitson as Secretaiy. They occup3' a building

30x80 feet, and from the beginning their trade has

constantly increased until they are now doing an

excellent business. The industry is one of the

leading enterprises of the city. Mr. Fleager is an

industrious and persevering man who possesses
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good business ability, and success has crowned his

well-directed efforts. From an earl\' age he has

made his own way in the world and has achieved

success as the reward of earnest labor.

AJIES A. CLARKE, a well-known farmer

and stock-raiser now residing on section 8,

Concord Township, was born in Coshocton

County, Ohio, November 26, 1842. and is a

s(m of John and Elizabeth X. (Skillman) Clarke.

The family is of Irish origin, and was founded in

America bj- the grandfather of our subject, Samuel

Clarke, a native of the Emerald Isle, who crossed

the Atlantic when eighteen years of age. locating

in Coshocton County. He w.as there married to a

lady whose people came from Xew Jersey, being

of English ancestrv, and were among the pioneei*s

of Coshocton County. Mr. Claike was a success-

ful business man, and became a well-to-do farmer

of that county.

The father of our subject, Jolin Clarke, was

born in Coshocton County, and inherited about

one hundred and twenty acres of the old home-

stead, which still belongs to the heirs. Upon
that farm our subject -was born and reared. He
received his education in the common schools, and
remained under the parental roof until he had at-

tained his majority, when he started out in life

for himself. He worked for one summer as a

farm-hand, and then began farming for himself,
i

but made his home with his parents until about I

thirty years of age, when he concluded to come
|

West. Having disposed of his possessions in

Ohio, in February, 1872, he came to Iroquois

County with a capital of *600, and located in

Concord Township. After a short residence here

he married Miss Lavina Iloagland, daughter of

James and Hannah (Fox) Iloagland, whose sketch

api)ears elsewhere in this work. Mr. Clarke had

met his wife while on a visit to Illinois, and her

people and his had been neighbors in the Buckeye
State. The lady was born May 10, 1844, in

Coshocton County, Ohio, and their union was
'

celebrated Februarv 15.1872. I

Immediately after his marriage Mr. Clarke be-

gan farming on land belonging to his father-in-

law, and in 1878 purchased a tract of sixty acres,

which he afterward sold. At length he bought

seventy acres on section 28, Concord Township,

and now resides on section 29, on land belonging

to Mr. Hoagtand. He is an enterprising and pro-

gressive farmer, and the neat appearance of the

place indicates his thrift.

The Clarke home has been blessed b3' the pres-

ence of five children, and the family circle yet

remains unbroken. Bertha, born in Concord

Township, December 15, 1872; John, October 25,

1874; Bernard, April 19, 1876; Hannah E., Febru-

ary 16, 1878; and James W.. July 13, 1880, con-

stitute the family.

In his political affiliations, Jlr. Clarke is a Dem-
ocrat, having supported that parly since he cast

his first Presidential ballot for Gen. George B. Mc-

Clellan. He has never been an office-seeker, but

has served as School Director and as Clerk for fif-

teen j"ears. The cause of education finds in him a

warm friend, and he has done effective service for

the upbuilding and advancement of the schools.

Mr. Clarke and his wife both hold membership

with the United Brethren Church, and are highly

respected people, whose many excellencies of char-

acter have won them a large circle of friends.

They are numbered among the best citizens of the

community, and with pleasure we present to our

readers this brief histoiy of their lives.

]-^H-^l

t^DWARD GAGNON. a i)rosperous farmer

!fe residing on section 10, Martinton Town-
i—

^

ship, Iroquois County, is a native of Can-

ada, his birth having occurred in Montreal Xovem-
ber 1, 1840. He is a son of Charles Gagnon, of

the same country, and is of French parentage. The
early days of the father were passed in his native

land, where he w.os married to Cecil Barggon. In

Canada he was occupied in farming during his

life, and his death occurred about the year 1847,

he being then in the prime of life. Mrs. Gagnon was

again married, this time to Simon Frigon, who re-
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moved to the United States in 1856, settling in

Iroquois County, Hi., tlie following j'ear. He
purcliased a farm in Beaver Townsliip, engaging

in farming, and tliere reared his familj-. He is

now retired and is enjoying a well-earned rest

in the town of St. Mary's.

Edward Gagnon came witli his parents to this

county in 1856, being tlien a youth of sixteen.

He had but limited school advantages in his na-

tive land, and until about seventeen his life was

mostly spent on a farm, where he was occupied in

the usual manner of farmer boys. He then started

for himself, working by the month for several

3'ears for neighboring farmers. In this county,

in November, 1861, he led to the marriage altar

Monique Cote, who came to the United States

from Canada when a child of ten j'ears, and was

reared to womanhood in Illinois. She is one of

a family consisting of three sons and nine daugh-

ters, all of whom survive, seven being residents of

Iroquois County.

To Mr. and Mrs. Gagnon have been born the fol-

lowing children: James, the eldest, who was a

young man of good education and was a teacher in

this county, and died September 30, 1892. He had

latel3' entered the Rush Medical College in Chi-

cago, and expected to make the medical profes-

sion his business in life. Florent, who occupies a

responsible position in Chicago. Prim, now learn-

ing the blacksmith's trade in St. Mar3''s. Eddie and

Ezra, who reside at home. Zea Marj' and Vitaline

are also under the paicntal roof. A daugliter,Emma,

died in November, 1880, in her fifteenth year, and

three others died in infancy.

After his marriage, Mr. Gagnon removed to

Indiana, locating on a farm which he rented in

Tippecanoe County', near La Fayette. In the fall

of 1865, he returned to Illinois and purchased a

farm of forty acres in Beaver Townsliip. This

he cultivated for seven years, then, selling his

property, he purchased eighty acres where he now

resides. At the time of his purchase this w.as a

piece of wild prairie land, which he has broken

and fenced and brought under a high state of cul-

tivation. To his original purchase he has from

time to time made additions until he is now the

owner of two hundred and twenty acres of valu-

able land. He has also erected a good house and

other farm buildings. Commencing in life empt^--

handed, he has achieved success, and prosperity

has crowned his years of labor and industry.

Mr. Gagnon is identified with the Democratic

party and, with the exception of voting for Abra-

ham Lincoln in 1864, he has always supported

the Democratic nominees and principles. Though
never an aspirant for office, he has held several

local positions of trust and honor to the satisfac-

tion of his friends and neighbors. He is a friend

to all measures for the public good and education,

and has served for several j-ears as a member of

the School Board. Sir. Gagnon and his family

are members of the Catholic Church. For thirtj'-

six years he has been identified with the interests

of this county, which he has done all in his power

to advance. He is recognized as one of the best

farmers of the count}' and, with his estimable

wife, is much esteemed and honored throughout

this section.

UKE M. GERDES, who has for a quarter of

a centm'j' made his home in Illinois, and

has for the past twentv-two years been a

resident of Iroquois Country, is a prosperous farmer

living on section 14, Danforth Townshij). He w.as

born in Hanover, Germany, on the 26th of Sep-

tember, 1844, and is a son of George Gerdes, of

Hanover, who grew to manhood, married, reared

his family, and spent his whole life there. Our

subject is the youngest of three sons, of whom the

eldest is Arend, who was a farmer and resided un-

til his death in German}-. The other brother, Alt,

emigrated to this country and is now a commission

merchant of Peoria.

The youthful days of Luke Gerdes were spent

in his native land, where he received fair school

advantages in the German language. Since com-

ing to America he has become proficient in Eng-

lish, mainly through his study and observation.

He enlisted in the German army in 1866, and

served in the German Civil War. He participated



LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

URBANA



Ti t
k

^\ri^J\^



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 435

in the battle of Langcnsalza, wliicli took place on

the 27th of June, 1866. After a service of about

a year and a-half he receivetl his discharge. As

soon as he was released from military service, he

determined to seek a home in the Western Hemis-

phere. Accordingly, in 1868, he sailed from Bre-

men in a steam-vessel. The voj'age across the

broad Atlantic was made in fourteen days, and he

arrived at New York in April of 1868. He imme-

diatel}- turned his face AVestward, and went first to

Chicago and from there to Peoria, where he lo-

cated for a time. He afterward went to Washing-

ton, where he engaged in farm labor for a year.

In 1870, he removed to Danforth Township and

engaged in farming on rented land for about five

years. At the end of that time he purchased a

tract of eighty acres of unimproved and unbroken

prairie land, near the farm where he now resides.

Here he made his home for nine 3'ears, and was

ver^' successful in his efforts to improve and de-

velop the property, and at the same time made a

very comfortable income. In his present farm of

one hundred and sixty acres he has a very valua-

ble and desirable piece of propert}'. He has a

good and substantial two-story residence, barns

and other outbuildings. His home is located about

three and a-half miles west of Danforth, and Mr.

Gerdes has well tiled and in many other ways

added to its value since his purchase. He is con-

sidered one of the well-to-do and enterprising

farmers of the township, and has accumulated a

great estate through years of industry and labor.

He is pre-eminently a self-made man, as he com-

menced his business life without capital.

At Peoria, in 1869, Mr. Gerdes was married to

Susanna Crutzenberg, who was also born in the

Fatherland, and came to the United States in Sep-

tember, 1868. I!^' this union seven children have

been born : Geoigc, Herman, Frederick, Theodore,

Alwina, Henry and Louisa. The parents of these

children are members of the German Lutheian

Cliurch, in which they are much esteemed for their

zeal and activity-. During his long residence in this

locality, Mr. Gerdes has been a witness of much of

the growth and development of the county, in

whose advancement he has materially aided. He
has seen it change from a country of swamps to

one of the best and most fertile farming districts

of the State. He is considered one of the repre-

sentative citizens, and is one of the most honored

farmers of Iroquois County. Enterprise, industry

and perseverance are among his chief characteris-

tics, and his business ability and wise investments

have biought to him a good competence.

I@^®l

^','OHN K. LEATIIKRMAN, an honored veter-

an of the late war, now residing at Watseka,

was born at Greencastle, Ind., January 7,

18.33, and is descended from good old Kev-

olutionary stock, his paternal grandfather having

been one of the heroes in the War of Indepen-

dence. The father of our subject, Abram Leather-

man, was born in Pennsylvania in 1801, and, after

attaining to mature years, wedded Mary Duwese,

daughter of Thomas Duwese. Unto them were

born nine children, six sons and three daughters.

Four served in the war. William, the eldest, died

in the army after about a year's service; Evan D.

served a short time toward the close of the war;

Abram served three years in the same company

and regiment as our subject. The parents of the

above family were quiet, unassuming farmers, and

consistent members of the Baptist Church. As

early as 1835, they settled near Elgin, 111., and

spent their last days in that cit}', he dying at the age

of eiglity-six, and she at eighty-five. Politically,

he was a stanch Democrat, but only one of his

sons has followed his example.

The subject of this sketcii, Joiin E. Leatlierman,

was reared on his father's farm near Elgin, when a

young man came to Illinois, and in Elgin was

married July 3, 1856, to Miss Lucy Rogers Hatch,

daughter of Elijah and Pliiebe Hatch, the former

a native of Broome County, N. Y., and the latter

of Connecticut. Both the paternal and maternal

grandfather of Mrs. Leatlierman were Revolution-

ary soldiers. The one on the mother's side at-

tained the advanced age of ninety-six years, but

during the war in which he served as Captain came

very near losing his life. Upon one of the battle-

fields of that struggle, the Americans were de-
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feated with heavy loss and utterly routed. The

few that escaped with their lives became scattered,-

and many of the soldiers wandered about in the

woods and starved to death. Mr. Hatch wandered

through the heavy timber fur manj' days, subsist-

ing on the roots of trees, etc. When almost

starved he happened to find a cow witii a bell tied

to her neck. This he took off and, milking tlie cow,

drank from the bell the beverage which saved his

life. This bell is now in possession of one of the

children, and is highly jjrized as a memento of the

Revolutionary War and the grandfather's service

therein.

Mr. and Mrs. Leatherman had one child, a

daughter, Katie Estella, who was born April 10,

1858, but she died on the 24th of April, 1863, at

the age of five years and fourteen days. Thej'

have given a home to three children, namely:

Lois Stroud, who is now married and lives in Okla-

homa; Morton WoUen, and Jessie Estella, wlio is

now twelve years of age.

In politics, our subject is a supporter of Repub-

lican principles, lie maintains an active and com-

mendable interest in all that pertains to the well-

fare of the community and the promotion of its

best interests. Himself and wife are members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. Leather-

man cast her first vote in tiie spring of 1892, sup-

porting Miss Lawrence and Mrs. Tucker for School

Directors, and these ladies won the election over

two opposing gentlemen. During the late war

]\Ir. Leatlierman manifested liis loyalty to tlie Gov-

ernment by marching to the front. He joined,

August 1, 1862, Company F, One Hundred and

Thirteenth Illinois Infantr}', and served for three

years. For nine months during his service he w.as

held as a prisoner, being incarcerated at Anderson-

villc about eight mouths of tliat time. When he

went to tiiat infamous pen he was a strong, hearty

man, but when he came out he was almost dead

from starvation and exposure.

Mr. Leatherman participated in three severe en-

gagements, besides numerous skirmishes: siege of

Yicksburg, Arkansas Post and the battle of Gun-

town, or, as Mr. Leatherman calls it," Sturges sell

out." It was at the last-named battle th.nt our

subject was taken prisoner.

Meritorious conduct won Mr. Leatherman pro-

motion and he was mustered out Second Lieuten-

ant. Returning home he engaged in farming in

Iroquois County, where he had located in 1856.

Having farmed until 1882 be removed to Wat-

seka. He owns eighty acres of valualile land ad-

joining the cit}- on the north, besides one hundred

and twenty acres a short distance from town, all

of which has been made by the combined efforts of

himself and wife. To all the duties of a citizen

he is now as faithful as when he wore the blue.

SAAC M. SPROULE, the agent for the Toledo,

Peoria & Warsaw .and the Illinois Central Rail-

road Companies at Gilman, was born in Mon-

tour County, Pa. His birth occurred on the lOtli

of February, 1834, and he is a son of James C.

Sproule, who was a native of Ireland, being of

Scotch ancestry. In the Old Country his father

learned the trade of harness-making. About 1812,

he came to the United States and settled in Balti-

more, Md. He afterward became a prominent pol-

itician, and for many years was United .States

Marshal for the Western District of Pennsj'lvania.

There he married Euphemia Marshall, a native of

the Keystone State. Her parents came from Scot-

land, and her father served in the War of 1812.

The father and mother of our subject died in Penn-

sj'lvania. Mr. Sproule w.as a member of the ]\Ieth-

odist Church, while his wife held membership with

the Presbyterian Church. He was a J.ackson-Dem-

ocrat, and lived to be sixty-eight years of .age;

his wife passed away at the age of fifty-four. In

their family of seven sons and six daughters, seven

are living, the youngest of whom is fifty-six years

of age.

Our subject is the seventh son and twelfth cliild

in his father's family. He received his education

in the common schools, supplemented by a course

in Dickinson Seminary. As he was the seventh

I son, his father desired him to study medicine, but

I

after a month or two spent in that direction, he

went into the store of the Montaur Iron Works at

Danville, and was there for .about two years. He
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then spent a j-ear in the store at Union Furnace,

Lewisburg, Pa. lie afterward returned to the Mon-
tnur Iron Works, and there remained until March,

1857, wlien lie went to Mendota, 111., for Hastings,

Adams St Co., grain dealers.

In .September of that year, 'Mv. Sproule returned

to Pennsylvania, and on the 21st of .September was

united in matrimony with .Sophia A., daughter of

Col. .Samuel A. Brady, who was of .Scotch descent.

Mrs. Sproule's mother, who before her marriage

bore the name of Jane Hartman, is of German de-

scent, and is now living with her daugliter at the

age of seventy-eight. Col. Brady died August 30,

1873. Mrs. Sproule was born in Lycoming, Pa.,

.luly 16, 1836, and is one of four children, two

sous and two daughters. Three children have come

to the home of our worthy subject and his wife.

Charles M. died when ten years of age; Carrie is

the wife of George W. Miller, an attornej' of Chi-

cago; and AVillie L. died in his fifteenth year.

After his marriage Mr.SprouU; returned to Men-

dota, and in 18.08 engaged in the hotel business

with his father-in-law, at Ft. Wa\'ne, Ind. The
following year he went to Mendota, and was train-

master and cashier for the Chicago, Burlington &
• ^uincy Railroad. Hcturning to Ft. Wayne, Ind.,

he ran freight and passenger trains until 1864, and

was then appointed train-master by the Pittsburg,

Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railroad He occupied that

position until the spring of 1867, and for the fol-

lowing three j'ears ran a train on the Illinois Cen-

tral. In 1870, he was appointed agent at Monee,

Will County, 111., where he staid for seven and a-

half years, and was then transferred to ilfMngham.

In March, 1881, he was again transferred, this time

locating in Gilman, where he. remained for a num-
ber of years. On the 16th of January, 1888, he

went to California as .agent for the California Cen-

tral and California Southern at San Bernardino.

Returning to Gilman in February, 1889, he had

charge of the station until 1891, when he spent two

months in Florida. He then took charge of the

station at Burnside's Crossing for the Illinois Cen-

tral and Chicago <t AVestern Indiana Belt Railroad.

On the 11th of January, 1892, he returned to Oil-

man, and has been station agent since.

The family of Mr. Sproule resides at Dauphin

Park, Chicago, where he has a pleasant and com-

modious home. Mr. Sproule has been a lifelong

Democrat, and socially belongs to the Knights of

Honor and is one of the original members of the

Railway Conductors' Insurance Association. He
has also been a Mason for thirty-seven years.

He is largely interested in Chicago propert}', and

deals extensively in real estate. Assisted by his

estimable wife, he has made a competence and is

very well off. He and his fainilv are members of

the Presb3'terian Church, to which tliey give their

interest and support.

WILLIAM J. ALLHANDS, who is widely

and favorably known throughout this

county, is now successfully engaged in

farming on section 12, Belmont Township. A na-

tive of the Buckeye State, he was born in Butler

County, December 22, 1821. His father, Daniel

Allhands, was a native of Virginia. Emigrating

to Kentucky, he there married Patience Sadler, a

native of that State. In an earl}' day they removed

to Ohio, and in 1833 went to Indiana. Mr. All-

hands hewed out a farm in the midst of the forest,

and there made his home until his death in 1848.

His wife died at the home of her son in Cham-
paign Count}-, 111. He had served as Justice of

the Peace and as constable, and in polities' was a

Jackson-Democrat. During the War of 1812, he

aided in the service under Gen. Harrison.

Throughout his entire life he was a member of

the Metiiodist Episcopal Church.

The Allhands family numbered eleven children,

and, with the exception of one, all grew to mature

years. John is now living in Ohio; Kancy, An-

drew, Betsy and Thomas are all decea.sed; Katie

resides in Marion County, Iowa; Patsy and Daniel

are also deceased; George enlisted in an Indiana

legiment and died in the service; and William

completes the family.

The subject of this sketch left Ohio at the age

of eleven j'ears, and was reared amid pioneer

scenes in Indiana. His education was acquired in
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the common schools, which he attended in the win-

ter season, for in the summer months his labors

were needed at home upon the farm, where he

early learned to swing tlie ax and scythe. At the

age of eighteen he began working as a farm hand

by the month, and the following year commenced

farming for himself in Montgomery County. In

1852 he came to Illinois on a prospecting tour,

and in the autumn of 1854 made a permanent lo-

cation. At that time there were scarcely any

settlements in the neighborhood, and the land was

all wild and unimproved.

Mr. Allhands was married in Indiana, in 1842.

to Miss Catherine Hixson, a native of Butler

County, Ohio. She died in 1848. Four children

were born of that union. Erastus J., who was a

member of Company A, Seventj'-sixth Illinois In-

fantry, is now deceased; Seth is a traveling sales-

man; Catherine is the wife of Isaac Peddycoart, of

Iroquois County; and one child died in infancy.

Mr. Allhands was again married, in 1849, in In-

diana, his second union being with Miss Martha A.

Moore, a native of Adams County, Ohio, and a

daughter of Jacob and Rachel (Van Pelt) Moore.

Her father was born in the Buckeye State and died

in Indiana. Her motiier was a native of Ten-

nessee, and died in Montgomery Countj^, Ind.

B.y tliis second marriage have been born eleven

children, namely: Horace Quinn, who died in

childliood; Daniel, a resident farmer of Belmont

Township; Jacob, of this county; Sarah, now de-

ceased; Esther Ann, wife of George Bradrick, of

this county; George, an agriculturist of Belmont

Township; John, of Sheldon Township; Nancy and

Ida May, now deceased; Blanche, at home; and

Minerva, wife of Lincoln Sayler, of Belmont

Township. The children were educated in the

public schools, and some of the family have suc-

cessfully engaged in teaching.

Mr. Allhands cast his first vote for James K.

Polk, and has since been a supporter of the Demo-

cratic parly. Himself and wife are members of

the United Brethren Church, and are numbered

among its active workers. His business Career has

been a successful one. He started out in life witli

no capital save a young man's bright hope of the

future and a determination to succeed, but has

steadily worked his way upward to a position of

affluence, and is now the owner of a valuable

farm of two hundred and eighty acres. He has

made his home in the county for thirty-eight

years, and has ever borne his part in its develop-

ment. In its upbuilding he has aided, and is

numbered among its prominent and influential

citizens.

!^^^HOMAS SHRIMPLIN, who is engaged in

farming and stock-raising on section 33,

Concord Township, where lie owns and op-

erates one hundred and sixty acres of arable land,

is a native of the Buckeye State. He was born in

Knox County on the 18th of October, 1842, and is

a son of Abraham and Susanna (Carpenter) Shrimp-

lin, both of whom were natives of Ohio. The pa-

ternal grandfather, Abraham Shrimplin, was born

in New Jersey and was c ne of the early settlers of

Knox County, having built the first gristmill

within its borders. At the time of his arrival there

the Indians had not yet left for their Western

reservation. He experienced all the hardships and

privations of frontier life and engaged both in

farming and milling. His death occurred in Knox

County'.

The father of our subject, who was born and

reared in Knox County, was also a farmer by oc-

cupation and followed that business throughout

his entire life. When Thomas was a young lad, he

removed with his family to Defiance County, Ohio,

and purchased land, about six miles north of Ft.

Defiance, wheie he spent the remainder of his life,

engaged in agricultural pursuits. He was born in

1818 and died on the 20th of .January, 18'JI,at

the age of sevent\'-three.

Thomas Shrimplin was the second in order of

birth in a family of ten children who grew to ma-

ture years. He remained on the home farm and

gave his father the benefit of his services until

about twenty-eight years of age, when, in 1870, he

came to Iroquois County and began farming. Ere

leaving the Stale of his nativity, he was united in

marriage, December 12, 1867, with Miss Anna
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Eastbuni, daughter of Jesse R. and Tabitha (Critcli-

field) Eastljuin. The lady was born in Concord

Townshii). this county', December 20, 1850, and

three cliildren grace their union: Abram J., born

in AVillianis County, Ohio, September 29. 1868,

is a member of Paragon Lodge, K. of P., of Sheldon,

111. George W. was born in Defiance County-, Sep-

tember 30, 1870, and is a member of the s:ime

order. Ellen was born on the home farm in this

county September 6, 1876.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Shrimiilin is a

Democrat, iiaving been identified with tliat party

since he cast his first vote for George B. McClellan.

He h.as resided upon his present farm since 187.3,

when he purcliased eight}' acres of land, to which

he lias since added an additional tract of eighty

acres. His farm is now under a high state of cul-

tivation and well improved. He has laid many
rods of tiling upon it; well-kept fences separate it

into fields of convenient size, and good buildings

are numbered among its substantial improvements.

Mr. Shrimplin is an enterprising and progressive

farmer and now> ranks among the well-to-do citi-

zens of the community. He is held in high regard

by all who know liim, and during his twenty years'

residence in the county he has formed a wide cir-

cle of friends and acquaintances.

/p$, ARRISON BKOWX, M. D., who is engaged

III g—- in the practice of medicine and surger}^ at

'^i>|(! Crescent City, and is also proprietor of a

drug store at that place, was born in Wayne
County, N. Y., on the 5th of January, 1847. The
family is of English descent and is among the old-

est families of New Jerse\'. The grandfather of

our subject, Samuel Brown, was a native of that

State, and Elisha Brown, the father of the Doctor,

was there born on the 8tli of October, 1807. He
grew to manhood in the State of his nativity and

emigrated to "Wayne County, N. Y., with his fa-

ther, locating in the town of Williamson. He was

twice married, his second wife being the mother

of our subject. She bore the maiden name of

Mary Durfee and was the daughter of Stejihen

Durfee, one of the early settlers of Wayne County,

who came from Rhode Isl.and and located near

Palmyra. Elisha Brown still resides in the Em-
pire State and has reached the advanced age of

eighty-five years.

The Doctor is the eldest in a family of two sons

and two daughters; he has a half-brother and

sister, children of liis father's first marriage. He
grew to manliood in Palmyra and acquired a good

education in the public schools and academy. He
afterward engaged in teaching school for one term,

and when a young man emigrated Westward, lo-

cating in Tama County, Iowa, in 1868. He there

purchased raw land and began the development of

a farm, which he operated for two years. On the

expiration of that period, he purchased a drug and

grocery store in Waltham, and also took up the

stud}' of medicine. He attended his first course

of lectures in 1877, in Keokuk, Iowa, and was

graduated in the Class of '78 with the degree of

M. D. He then returned to Waltham, where he

engaged in practice until the following spring,

when he sold out and came to Iroquois Count}'.

Since that time he has been a resident of Crescent

Citj', and to medical practice has devoted his time

and attention with excellent success. In the fall

of 1891, he also established a drug store, which

he carries on in connection with liis son Fay.

Ere leaving Waltham, Dr. Brown was married,

on the 22d of December, 1869, to Jliss p:iizabeth

A. Hagerman, a native of Leeds Count}', Ontario,

Canada, and a daughter of Richard Hagerman.

Eight children have been born of their union, the

eldest of whom is Fay, a well-educated young man
possessed of good business ability, who is now in

business with his father; Mary and De Witt G. are

at home; II. T. Cleaver died in October, 1881, at

the age of four years. The younger members of

the family are B. F., Eva T., Ida E. and Harold T.

The Doctor is a stalwart Republican in politics,

having supjjorted that party since he cast his first

ballot for Gen. U. S. Grant, but he has never

been an aspirant for office. In his socia,! relations,

he is an Odd Fellow and has filled all the chairs of

the local lodge, now serving as Past Grand. His

wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, In business and social circles Dr. Browji
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ranks high. Thorough preparation fitted him for

his profession, and the experience he has gained by

practice, combined with his siiill and natu al abil-

ity, has made him one of the successful practition-

ers of this county. During his thirteen years' resi-

dence in Crescent C'itj', he has gained a liberal pat-

ronage, whicli he well deserves.

AMUEL W. MONTGOMERY, one of the

early settlers of the county, follows farming

on section 27, Belmont Township, where he

has made his home for a third of a century.

A native of Russell County, Va., he was born Ap-

ril 30, 1816. His grandfather, John Montgomery,

aided the Colonies in their struggle for indepen-

dence, serving as a scout against the Indians. He

was also Sheriff of his county.

Alex Montgomery, father of our subject, was

born and reared in the Old Dominion, and through-

out his life followed the occupation of farming.

He married Barbara Harris, and in 1817 they re-

moved to Kentucky, settling on the Licking River,

among the mountains. In 1822, they became resi-

dents of Franklin County, Ind., and in that fall

the father died. Tiie mother reared her famil}-,

keeping them all together. At length she came to

Illinois and during her last days found a pleasant

home with our subject. Her death occurred about

1861. Mr. Montgomery was a prominent member

of the Methodist Church and was always well

informed in regard to church news, reading exten-

sively the publications of his denomination. In

politics he was a Democrat. In the family of this

worthy couple were the following children: Susan,

now deceased; Lincoln, who resides in Alabama;

.John, who died in Illinois; Samuel, of this sketch;

William, who was killed by falling from a tree

when a lad; Jane, now deceased; and Margaret,

who resides in Coles County, 111.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-

ject, who is one of the county's leading citizens.

He was a lad of only six years when with his |iar-

ents he moved to Indiana, where he was reared to

mnnhood upon a farm. He aided in clearing land

and performed the arduous task of developing

a new farm, while for recreation he engaged in

hunting deer and other wild game, which were

plentiful and which furnished many a meal to the

family. He remained at home until his marriage,

which was celebrated in Fountain County, Ind., in

1836, the lady of his choice being Miss Charity

Devore, who was born in Kentuck}', but was reared

in Monroe County, Ind. For ten j'ears Mr, Mont-

gomery resided on the border line of Grant

Prairie, in Warren County, Ind., and in 1849 he

came to Iroquois County, HI. Purchasing a farm

of ninety acres in Concord Township, near Bunk-

um, he there made his home until 1860, when he

removed to his present place of residence. The

year previous he had purchased two hundred and

forty acres of hind., and afterward extended the

boundaries of his farm until it comprised four

hundred acres, but has since disposed of an eighty-

acre tract. He has been a successful agriculturist,

has placed his land under a high state of cultiva-

tion, and as the result of his industry and good

management he has acquired a handsome property.

The many improvements, both useful and orna-

mental, which he has placed upon his land have

made it one of the valuable and desirable farms of

the township.

The death of Mrs. Montgomery occurred in

August, 1840. Two children were born of that union.

Susan died in childhood; Elizabeth died after her

marriage. Mr. Montgomery was again nianied, in

Warren Count}', Ind., January 13, 1842, his second

union being with Sarah Ilerriman, who was born in

Clarke County, Ohio, and who when a 3'oung lady

went to Warren County, Ind. Her parents were

Stephen and Abigail (Buckland) Ilerriman, both

natives of Vermont. The mother died in Ohio,

when Mrs. Montgomer}' was a small child. Of the

second marriage have been born the following

children: Charity L., a native of Warren C'ount^-,

Ind., is now the wife of John GafHeld, who resides

near Sheldon, III.; Mary, born in Warren County,

is the wife of J. M. Barnes, of Iloopeston; Henry

Cla.y, who was born in Warren County, enlisted in

the Seventy-sixth Illinois Regiment, was wounded

in a charge at Ft. Chadburn. Ala., and died Nov-

ember 8, 1877, in Missouri; William was born in
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Iroquois County', and is a farmer of Belmont Town-

ship; Jolin D. died at tbe age of two 3-ears; Stephen

II. died at the age of seventeen; Margaret is ti\c

wife of Jolin Fanning, of Woodland; Alonzo I), is

a farmer of Belmont Township; Olive is now de-

ceased; and Charlie operates a farm near the old

homestead.

Mr. Montgomery" is truly a self-made man. lie

had not even good educational advantages to aid

him. He has had both to educate himself and to

make his own way in the world financially. Willi

a young man's l)right hope of tlie future and a

strong determination to succeed, he started out in

life, and lias worked his way steadily upward,

overcoming tlie obstacles in his patii by his

perseverance and enterprise. He now has a com-

fortable competence. His farm and pleasant resi-

dence are valuable property'. He was the first of

the family to vote the Whig ticket, supporting

William Henry Harrison in 1840. He voted for

Fremont in 1856, and has since been a stalwart

Republican. He served as Justice of the Peace

for about ten years and for one term as Supervisor.

His wife belongs to the United Brethren Church,

and Mr. Montgomery- is a faithful member of the

Christian Church of Woodland. His life has been

well and worthily spent, and his upright career

has won liini universal confidence. For forty-three

years he has made his home in Iroquois County, and

has ever borne his part in its upbuilding and de-

velopment. Such is the record of a valued citizen,

the honored pioneer and self-made man, .Samuel

W. Montiiomerv.

j'ONATHAN WRKHIT, one of the oldest

settlers of Iroquois County, was born at

Terre Haute, Ind., December 27, 1831. He
is a son of David C. and Ede (McKown)

Wngiit. His grandfather Wright came from Eng-

land, and served in the War of the Revolution.

He was an Elder in the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and was uuicli liiiiHiied in the Colonies.

His grandfather McKown emigrated from Ireland to

tlie United States, served in the same war, and was

wounded in the thigh, for which he received a

pension. The grandmotliers of our subject were

sisters, bearing the name of Kerl, and were of

Swedish ancestry. The father of our subject was

born in Jackson County, Ya., and his mother in

Pennsylvania, but when a girl she removed to Jack-

son County with her parents. His father served

in the War of 1812, and after his death his widow

received a pension. About the year 1828 they

came by flat-boat down the Ohio River, and l)y

steamboat they were pulled up the Wabash River

as far as Terre Haute. Mr Wright was a miller

and millwright by trade, following that for a tune

in Virginia, although farming was his chief occu-

pation, and this he followed at Terre Haute. In

18;55 he came to tlie eastern part of what is now
Douglas Township. There were but few settlers

and they were scattered along Spring Creek. He
entered one hundred and twenty acres of land, on

which he spent the rest of his life, dj'ing in his

sixty-third year. He was a life-long Democrat

and of his eight sons all save one were of the

same political faith. The mother spent her last

days with our subject and passed away at the age

of eighty-four years. In their family were ten

children, eight sons and twfi daughters, of whom
seven survive.

Mr. Wright, of this sketch, is the seventh child

in his father's famil}', and was reared on the farm,

liaving very poor advantages in the way of an

education, there being no schools in the commu-
nity at that early day. His father, who was a

smart man and well educated, taught one of the

first district schools in this ])art of the county.

Our subject worked at a hotel in Middleport for

his board, and went to school one winter. An-

other winter he did likewise, and that comprised

all the schooling lie had until after he was grown,

but throughout life he has been a student and

close observer, and has acquired a valuable fund

of knowledge which many who have superior

educational advantages might well envy. At

nineteen years of age he lost his father, and thus

tlie care of his mother and the younger members

of the family fell upon his youthful shoulders.

From boyhood he had worked at carpeutoring,
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but on coming to Oilman he engaged in the butch-

ering business for a time and then lie with his

brother took a contract to build the bridges from

Gilman to the State line. As the county was in-

solvent, he lost about $1,000 in this enterprise.

lie has the distinction of having built the first

residence in Gilman, the house which C. Cross

now lives in. Prior to that there had been but .t

few huts and shanties erected.

In May, 1870, occurred the marriage of Mr.

Wiight to Maria Place, a native of the Empire

State, who came to Grundy ^County, 111., with her

parents when young. Mr. and Mrs. Wright have

two children: Camilla, who is a graduate of the

Gilman High School; and Elmo, who, like his fa-

ther, is a carpenter, and is his father's assistant. The

wife and daughter are members of the Methodist

Church.

In August, 1862, Mr. "Wright enlisted in Com-

panj' A, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry, and was

mustered into service at Kankakee. His company

was called to the Mississippi River and Gulf De-

partment. The first engagement of importance in

which they took part was the siege of Vicksburg;

then followed the second battle of Jackson, Miss.,

Sabine Cross Roads, and the capture of Ft.

Blakely. At the last-named battle the Seventy-

sixth Regiment numbered less than three hundred,

but in twenty minutes ninety-eight of that num-

ber were either killed or wounded. Their regi-

mental flag was the first to be hoisted over the

fort. Our subject was never wounded or taken

prisoner, but at Blakel)', while pursuing a rebel,

he ran clear into the rebel lines and at that lime

and several others had very narrow escapes. He

was mustered out at Galveston, Tex., and received

his discharge at Chicago in 18(5.5, having served

three j'ears and three months as a faithful su|)-

porter of the Union.

Returning to Gilman he worked at carpentering,

also following that occupation at Watseka, Chi-

cago and Chatsworth. Shortly after the close of

the war he purchased a farm in Douglas Town-

ship, which he ran for about a year and then sold

it. He has since made his home in Gilman. He

is a Democrat in his political opinions, but has

not been au office-seeker. He has served as con-

stable, however, most acceptably for a period of

ten 3-ears. He is a member of the Gilman Post

No. 186, G. A. R. Mr. Wright owns considerable

town propertj' as the reward of his industry and

frugality. He may truly be called a self-made

man, for it is entirely owing to his own efforts

that he has acquired the property which ranks him

among the substantial citizens an<l successful busi-

ness men of the county.

<^ IVILLIAM Y. CLARK, proprietor of the

\/\Ii/
planing mill of Sheldon, was born in Eng-

VV land, April 10, 1852. He is the eldest of

a famil\' of five children who were born unto

William and Ann (Yardy) Clark, also natives of

England. When our subject was.an infant his par-

ents hade good-l\ve to their old home and crossed

the broad Atlantic to America, settling first near

Lockport, N. Y., where they resided for five years.

On the expiration of that period, they removed to

Benton County, Ind., where the mother's death

occurred in 1859. The father was afterward again

married and by that union had seven children.

He resided in Benton County for about thirty

3'ears, and in 1890 came to Sheldon, where he has

since resided. He is now a hale and hearty man

of sixt\'-four years and is a valued citizen of the

community.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood

days upon his father's farm and in the winter sea-

son attended the common school, while in the

summer months he worked in the fields. He gave

his father the benefit of his services until he had

attained his majority, when he started out to earn

his own livelihood. Ere leaving home, he had

learned the carpenter's trade, and in 1873 he came

to Sheldon, wiiere he followed that occupation

successfully for a number of years. He was an

expert workman and always enjo^-ed a good trade,

his services being much in demand. In 1881, he

embarked in his present business, purchasing the

planing mill of C. Corlette. The mill, however,

had for some time been operated by the Light

Bros.
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In January, 1876, Mr. Clark was united in mar-

riage witli Miss Carrie Applegate, of Indiana. Tlie

family circle now numbers four cliildren, two sons

and two daughters: Delbert, Ciiarlie, Grace and

Anna, and the circle li.is never been broken by the

hand of Death.

Success has attended the industrious and perse-

vering efforts of our subject, who is a man of good

business ability, enterprising and progressive. By

his fair and honest dealing and excellent work he

has secured a liberal patronage and is now doing a

prosperous business, which is but the just reward

of his labors. !»ocially, Mr. Clark is a member of

the Modern Woodmen of America, and he exer-

cises his right of franchise in support of the Re-

publican party. He is a well-known business man

of the community and is a prominent citizen.

During the twenty years of his residence here, he

has made many friends and won the high regard

of all by his sterling worth.

ll'
AM EST. AVATKIXS, a representative farmer

residing on section 26, Middleport Town-

ship, where he owns three hundred and

sixty acres of valuable hmd, was born near

Wincliester, Va., on the 14th of November, 1836,

and is a son of Henry and Ann (Powelson) Wat-

kins. His parents were both natives of the Old

Dominion, and unto them were biirn six children,

the eldest of whom, John W., now resides with

our subject. Francis is a farmer living in Kansas;

Elizabeth is now a resident of Miginia; Hcnr3' M.

died in 1863; and Benjamin M. is engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits in Bates County, JIo. The father

of this family met his death by drowning, while

crossing the Potomac River, on the 2d of Feb-

ruary, 1850. His wife died the following year.

They were both members of the Baptist Ciuuch

and were people of sterling worth, whose upright

lives won for them manj- friends.

Mr. Watkins, our subject, was born and reared

u|)on his father's farm and acquired a good Eng-

lish education, attending school during the winter

season through the greater part of his boyhood

20

ff^

and 3-outh. He began to earn his own livelihood

when twenty-one yeavi of age, and whatever he

now possesses has been acquired through his own
efforts. When a young man, accompanied by a

friend, he made a trip over the mountains on

horseb.ick to Licking County, Ohio. That winter

he attended school, and the following spring he

hired out to a farmer for two seasons. He then

rented land and engaged in farming for himself

for one summer. The succeeding autumn he re-

turned to Virginia alone on horseback, and when

he again came to Ohio brought a drove of horses

witii him. This business of bringing horses over

the mountains to the Western States he followed

until 1862.

In that year, he responded to the countiy's call

for troops. Joining the boys in blue of Company
A, Ninety -sixth Oliio Infantry, he went to the

front and participated in the battles of Yicksburg

and Arkansas Post. In the latter Mr. Watkins

was wounded in the left leg by a shell, and was

then taken to Memphis, Tenn., where he was soon

afterward discharged on account of disability.

AVhen mustered out he returned at once to Ohio,

and afterward purchased a herd of j'oung cattle,

which he drove through to Iroquois County, 111.,

pasturing them upon the prairies of Sheldon Town-
ship. In 1865, he purchased eighty acres of land

in Sheldon Township, upon which he made his

home for a year. He then bought another eighty-

acre tract of land on section 26, Middleport Town-

ship, tlie nucleus of his present fine farm, to which

he has added from time to time until now three

hundred and sixty acres of arable land p.iy a

golden tribute to the care and cultivation he be-

stows upon it. He cleared and improved the place

himself and his farm is as a monument to his thrift

and enterprise. He now carries on general farm-

ing and stock-raising and is regarded as one of

the prosperous citizens of the community.

On the 13th of September, 1864, Mr. Watkins

was married to Miss Martha, daughter of Putnam

and Luc}' (Ilerriman) Gatlield. Her father is a

native of Vermont, born May 25, 1811, but at an

early day he left the Green Mountain State and

went to Ohio, where he was reared to manhood in

the usual manner of farmer lads, He is a man of
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much natural ability, and in the common schools

lie acquired a good English education. He now
resides in Concord Township, Iroquois Count}'.

He came to Illinois in 18.55, and has since been an

honored citizen of this eomnuinity. He married

Miss Lucy Herriman, a native of Ohio, and their

union, which was celebrated in 1832, was blessed

with a family of nine children, two sons and seven

daughters, of whom five are yet living. Mary,

the eldest, is the wife of R. P. Case, who resides in

Iroquois village; Elmira is the wife of George R.

Dunning, a resident of Englewood, 111., who is em-

ploy ed as watchman on the crossing of the Chicago

& Eastern Illinois Railroad; Nancj' was joined in

wedlock with Isaac C. Denney, a successful and en-

terprising farmer residing in 1 ndiana; Mrs. AVatkins

is the next younger; and AViliiam completes the

famil}'. He married Miss Lizzie Flerh, and makes

his home in Englewood, being employed as a sales-

man in the stock yards at Chicago. The mother

of this family was called to her final rest in 1887.

Mrs. Watkins is a native of the Buckeye State.

vShe was born on the 9th of October, 1847, and re-

sided in Ohio until eight years of age, when she

came with her parents to Illinois. She is a lady

of many pleasant and excellent qualities, held in

high esteem by her large circle of friends, and to

her husband she has proved a valuable helpmate.

B}^ the union of our subject and his wife have

been born six children, as follows: Dicie A., who
died in 1869; Bertha M., wife of Nelson Fan^o, a

farmer residing in Middleport Township; Henry

M., Zodock P., James T. and Hattie V., who are

still under the parental roof. The family lias long

been connected with this community and its inter-

ests, and in social circles its members rank high.

In politics, Mr. Watkins is a supporter of Dem-
ocratic principles and has held the office of Road
Commissioner and School Director, discliarging

tlie duties with credit to himself and to the satis-

faction of his constituents. Socially, he is a mem-
ber of the Odd Fellows' society and he also belongs

to the Baptist Church. Himself and wife are re-

specters of everything tending to the moral im-

provement of the community, and their lives have

been to their children an example worthy of emula-

lioii, We see in Mr, Watkins a self-made man,

whose excellent success is due entirely to his own
well-directed and untiring efforts. Prosperity'

has not come to him unsought, for he has labored

long and earnestly, and his perseverance, enterprise

and good management have won for him the

comfortable competence which is to-day his.

,I[_^ UGH A. MtGAUGHY, a leading farmer and

[Tjii influential citizen of Douglas Township,

/^^' was born in Licking County, Ohio, Septeni-

i^i) ber 4, 1835. His great-grandfather was a

Scotch emigrant who came to America and served

in the War of the Revolution. His grandfather,

a

blacksmith by trade, served in the War of 1812,

and was one of the citizens who went to Baltimoie

to prevent the British troops from landing there.

His father was born in Gettysburg, Pa., in 1807,

and there he married Lucinda White, who was also

born in the same locality, in 1814. Soon after

their marriage they emigrated to Lima, Ohio, where

he secured one hundred and sixty acres of land,

now in the productive oil regions. After living-

there seven years and having cleared forty acres

of land, he sold the same for less than he originally

gave on account of sickness. Going to Licking

County, he made that his home until 1853, when

he removed to Illinois, he and part of the family

coming by rail and the rest by wagon. They first

located at Ottawa, La Salle Count}'. The country

was then decidedly new and wild. He improved

a farm there, where he lived many years. Late in

his life he moved to Washington Count}', Iowa,

where he died in 1890, his wife having died in

1873. They were both earnest members of the

Presbyterian Church. Politically, he was a Whig

and later a Rei)ublican. In their family were eight

children, of whom one son and four daughters are

yet living.

The subject of this sketch was reared to farm

life and received such an education as the com-

mon schools of that early day afforded. He at-

tended a log schoolhouse in Ohio, and as the coun-

try was heavily timbered his father blazed trees in
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order that he could find tlie wa_v to and from

school. When the family removed to Illinois it

fell to his lot to drive the wagon; when some dis-

tance out from Ciawforduville, Ind., their wagon

was mired and they were obliged to return and

take n different road. Tliey then came on to Iro-

quois County, making their way to the Elk Horn

House, but getting lost the}' camped out in the

neighborhood of Bunkum. Duck, geese and prai-

rie chickens were ver\- plentiful at that time.

In La .Salle County, on the 26th of February,

186.3, ]\Ir. McGaughy led to the marriage altar Miss

.lennelte G. Howard, daughter of Clark and .Serepta

(llaskin) Howard. Mrs. McGaughy was boi'n in

Knox County, 111., October 17, 18-11. Her grand-

father Howard was of English descent. He married

Mary Briggs. aud late in life they came to Illinois,

spending their remaining 3'ears in Gilman. Her

father was a native of the Empire State, Dutchess

Count)' being the place of his birth, and there he

grew to maturit}'. Her mother was born in Jef-

ferson County, N. Y., and on her mother's side

was of German descent. The\' were married in

Perrysburg, Ohio, in 1834. Mrs. McGaughy 's

parents emigrated to Ohio and lived near Perrys-

burg, where her father followed his occupation of

carpentering. Her mother w.as a member of the

Methodist Church, and her father was a Whig and

later a Republican. In 1836, they came to Illi-

nois in wagons, coming by way of Chicago. At that

early day the country was wild and Indians and

game were plentiful. They first settled in Knox
County, where Mr. Howard followed the occupa-

tions of farming and carpentering. In 1868, they

removed to Iroquois Count\-, where they lived

until the death of Mrs. Howard in 1889, at the

age of sevent3'-seven years. Mr. Howard still sur-

vives and lives in Onarga, at the age of eighty-

one years. Of their famil}- of six children four

are still living, one son and three daughters.

Mr. McGaughy, having improved eighty acres

of land in La Salle County, where be first located

on coming to Illinois, sold his possessions and

came to Iroquois County in March, 1869. He jjur-

chased two hundred acres one and a-half miles

southeast of Gilman, which he has finely improved

and tiled, For over twenty \ears he made his

home on his farm, and in 1891 moved to Gilman.

Politically, his sympathies are with the Republi-

can party. Mrs. McGaughy is a member of the

Methodist Church, of which she is one of its ear-

nest workers. To them were born three children:

Estella, who died in 1871, at the age of seven

years; Grace E., who resides at the home of her

parents; and one little one who died in infancy-.

Mr. McGaughy has been a successful business man

aud IS favorably known and much respected

throughout this section.

OHN FLSCHER, who is engaged in general

merchandising in Loda, was born in Otter-

sheim, Bavaria, Germany, on the 28th of

^^f,' April, 1835. His father, Mathias Fischer,

was also a native of Bavaria. After attaining to

mature years, he was united in marriage with Miss

JIargaret Reno, who was born in the same locality as

her husband, and the\' became the parents of a fam-

ily of six cliildren, three sons and three daughters,

as follows: .John, ^ladeline, Frank, Frances, Mary
and ^lalhias. In 1847 the father of this family

bade good-bye to home and friends, and with his

wife and two oldest children sailed from the

Fatherland to America. Landing in New York,

he there made his home for about fifteen months,

after which he removed to Ulster County, N. Y.,

locating in the village of Rosendale, where he

spent three years. He then went to Wellsville,

Allegany County, where he remained until he left

the Em|)ire State to emigrate to Springfield, Ohio.

The mother of our suliject died in that city in

1865. The father survived her ten years, passing

away in 1875.

The subject of this sketch, as above stated,

accompanied his parents to the United States. At

St. Mary's, Elk County, Pa., lie was united in

marriage on the 10th of September, 1860, the lady

of his choice being Miss Mary A. Meyer, daughter

of Joseph and Mary (Biehl) Meyer. Six children

have been born unto them, and the family circle

is still unbrr.ken by the hand of Death. Joseph

Ma'thew, the eldest, was born November 15, 1861;
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Frances, October 20, 1863; Mary Anna, April 22,

1865; Louisa, September 8, 1866; Elizabetli, No-

vember 8, 1868; and Katrina, September 17, 1870.

In 1861 Mr. Fischer removed with his family to

this State, locating in Kankakee, but after a sliort

residence there he came to Loda, on the 28th of

July, 1865, and has made his home continuously

since in this place. For the past thirteen years he

has engaged in general merchandising. He carries

a full and complete stock of goods, and by his en-

terprise and indiistrj-, his courteous treatment and

fair dealing, has worked up an excellent trade, and

is now effjoj'ing a liberal patronage. As a citiz.en,

he is public-spirited and progressive, and manifests

a commendable interest in all that pertains to the

welfare of the community and its upbuilding. In

politics he supports the Democratic party by his

ballot, but has never been an office-seeker. Him-

self and family are members of the Catholic

Church. Those who know Mr. Fischer have for

him a high regard, wliich he merits by the upright

life he has lived.

ENTON BISIIOPP, a well-known and lead-

ing business man in Sheldon, who is con-

nected with the Bishopp Hominy Compan\-,

deserves representation in this volume, for

he has long been identified with the liistor3' of the

county, being numbered among its honored pio-

neers. He was born in Kent County, England,

November 28, 1838, and is a son of Edward B. and

Matilda Elizabeth Bishopp. His father was born

in 1811 and in 1853 emigrated with his famil}' to

America. The year after his arrival in this coun-

try, he settled in Iroquois Country, where he spent

tiie remainder of his life. His death occurred in

February, 1883, and the community thereby lost

one of its best citizens.

Our subject is the eldest of a family of nine

cliildren. The first fifteen years of his life were

spent in the land of his birtli, and he tlien crossed

the briny deep with his parents. Since a lad of

sixteen he has resided in this community and has

witnessed almost the entire growth and develop-

ment of the county. He has aided in the progress

and advancement of the county's best interests.

On the 4th of September, 1867, he led to the mar-

riage altar Miss JIartha A. Moore, daughter of

John B. Moore, a native of Ohio. Unto them have

lieen born eight children, and the family circle j'et

remains unbroken. All are still under the paren-

tal roof, namely: Edward Burton, Frank, Virginia

Minerva, Henr\- B., John D., Arthur A., Martha

and Benjamin. The eldest son is now one of the

firm of the Bishopp Hominy Company.

For a number of years, Mr. Bishopp was engaged

in the lumber business in Sheldon, but at length

sold out and embarked in the grain trade, whicli he

h.as since conducted. In 1891, he organized the

Bishopp Hominy Company of Sheldon, wliich was

established, and he is now manager. The company

is doing a large business and enjoys an excellent

t rade.

The life of Mr. Bishopp has been a busy one,

yet he has found time to devote to public interests.

In 1878, he was elected Supervisor of Sheldon

Township and held the office until 1886. He has

been a member of the Town Council for a number

of years and was a member of the Board of Educa-

tion from 1882 until 1890, doing effective service

in the interests of the scliools. In the year 1888,

he was made President of the Building and Loan

Association of Sheldon. In politics, he is thor-

oughly Republican and manifests considerable

interest in political affairs. Mr. Bishopp has been

actively and successfuU}' engaged in business since

attaining to man's estate, and now, surrounded by

a very pleasant and interesting family in a com-

fortable home, he lives in the full enjoyment of

the reward of his life labors.

ATTIIEW HOLZ, one of the extensive

land-owners of the county, who now re-

sides on section 12, Artesia Township, isa

* native of Germany. He was born in

Steimlieim on the 11th of June, 1828, and is a son

of George and Mary Holz. There were four chil-

dren in this family, of whom the eldest, George,

J
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died in 1889. Matthew is the second in order of

birtli. Elizabeth is the wife of John Kelly and

still resides in Germany. .Tohn is engaged in farm-

ing in Warren County, Ind.

Mr. IIolz whose name heads this record was edu-

cated in the schools of his native land, which he

attended until fourteen years of age. His father

died when Matthew was a lad of eight summers.

He learned the weaver's trade, and when about

lifteen years of age left home to earn his own live-

lihood. He began work in a dye factory, where

he was employed until he came to America in

1854. Having heard much of the advantages and

l>rivileges afforded 3'oung men in the New World,

he decided to try his fortune in this country, and,

bidding good-bye to the Fatherland, crossed the

Atlantic in a sailing-vessel, which after a stormy

passage of sixty-four days dropped anchor iu the

harbor of New York. Landing in that city, Mr.

Holz at once went to Berks County, Pa., where he

began work b}- the day, following any occupation

whereby he might earn an honest dollar and thus

provide for his own maintenance, for he was almost

penniless when he reached America. He contin-

ued to reside in the Keystone State until 1856,

when he emigrated Westward, locating in Warren

County, Ind. He first worked by the month for a

short time, but afterward rented land, upon which

he resided luitil the spring of 18(;4, wlien he came

to Illinois.

In the meantime, Mr. Holz was married. In

1859, he was joined in wedlock with Miss Caroline

Knuar, who was born in Wurteinberg, German}-,

in February, 1830. Six children have been born of

this union, five sons and a daughter, as follows:

.John, Lewis, Jackson, William, Charlie and Emma.
The daughter is the wife of Robert McClave.

On coming to Illinois, Mr. Holz located in Iro-

quois County, renting a farm in Aitcsia Town-
ship. He rented one farm for eleven jears and

then purchased the same, having acquired the capi-

tal through his own industry, enter|)rise and per-

severance. This tract consisted of one hundred

and twent^'-four acres on section 12, Artesia Town-
ship, and it has since been his home. He now car-

ries on general farming and stock-raising and is

numbered among the leading agriculturists of the

count}-. As his financial resources have increased

he has made additional purchases, until his landed

possessions now aggregate between eight and nine

hundred acres.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Holz is a Demo-
crat, who warmly advocates the principles of his

party. For nine vears he has served as School

Director and for the same period filled the office

of School Trustee. In religious belief he is a

Lutheran. We see in Mr. Holz a self-made man.

and one who deserves great credit for his success

in life. Starting out emi^ty-handed, he has over-

come the difficulties and obstacles in his path by

an indomitable will and energy, and has steadily

worked his way upward to a position of wealth

and affluence.

^\ ARK A. STANLEY was born on the site

of the present city of Watseka, on the

23d of November, 1848, and is a son of

Micajah Stanlej', deceased, an honored

pioneer of Iioquois County, and the founder of

Watseka. A sketch of this worthy gentleman is

given on another page of this volume. Our sub-

ject was reared and educated in his native town,

and aided his father in the management of the

Stanley House. It was the first hotel of Watseka,

and stood on the site of the present Williams

House.

On the 25th of January, 1871, Mr. Stanlej' was

united iu marriage with Miss Jennie Edinger.

The lady is a native of the Empire State, and is a

daughter of (iidcon and Lena Edinger. Their

union was blessed with two children, a son and

daughter, but Roy died at the age of nine

months. Kittie is still with her parents.

For three years succeeding his marriage, Mr.

Stanley was engaged in farming. He then abaii-

doned that occupation and turned his attention to

other pursuits. Embarking in the livery business,

he has carried it on continuously since, and has

been engaged in this line longer than any other

liverv man of Watseka. In politics, Mr. Stanley
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is a Democrat, but has never sought or desired

public office. He is a member of Watseka Lodge

No. 1086, K. of H.,and his wife liolds membership

with the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has

witnessed the entire growth of Watseka, and the

greater part of the upbuilding of the county, and

has ever borne his share in its development.

f'*^NDREW
TASCHER, who makes his home

I
on a farm situated on section 2, Danforth

I!) Township, was born in Germany, in the

Province of Baden, February 27, 1834.

He is a son of Andrew and Kate (Ganshert)

Tascher, both of whom were born in the same

country. Tlie father followed the occupation of

farming, reared his family and spent his entire

life in the Fatherland. Andrew Tascher, Jr., is

the second in order of birth of a family of seven

children, four sons and three daughters. The

father was twice married and bj' his first wife had

a family of five children.

Our .subject grew to manhood and received

good common-school advantages in Baden. He

has almost entirelj' educated himself in English

since coming to the United States. In 1852, he

took passage in a sailing-vessel at Havre de Grace,

France, and was forty days on the briny deep.

He landed in New York on the 29th of August,

18.52, and immediately started for the West, first

locating in Missouri, about eighty miles south of

St. Louis. There he remained until the spring of

1853, when he came to Peoria, 111., and worked

for a few months in the county.

In 1861, responsive to the call of his adopted

country for volunteers, Mr. Tascher enlisted on

the 6th of November, in Company F, Eleventh

Illinois Cavalry. He entered the service for a

term of throe years, and received his discharge

December 24, 1864, at Memphis, Tenn. He par-

ticipated in the battles of Shiloh and Pittsburg

Landing, and also in many engagements in which

his regiment took part, including that of Lexing-

ton, Tenn., and a number of skirmishes. During

the last year of his service he suffered much from

disability and was obliged to be in the hospital for

some time. After leaving the service he returned

to Peoria, purchased a team, and engaged in team-

ing in that city until 1866.

In the spring of 1867, Mr. Tascher removed to

Iroquois County and settled at Danforth, where he

rented land and engaged in farming. At tlie end

of a 3"ear he broke prairie land for the same

length of time, after which he again rented land,

which he operated for several years. In 1873 he

bought eigiity acres of but partially improved

property, where he still resides. This by long

j-ears of patient labor he h.is developed into a

valuable and desirable farm, on whicii he has

erected a substantial house, barns and other out-

buildings.

In Iroquois County, in July, 1873, Mr. Tascher

led to the marriage altar Eliza Morti, who was

born in Switzerland. She departed this life in

January, 1875, anil in December of that year he

married Miss Isabella F. Sims, a native of Virginia.

She was born and reared to womanhood in Au-

gusta County, and is a daughter of Miles and

Martha (Blair) Sims. Her father was likewise

born in the Old Dominion and is of French pa-

rentage, while his wife is of Scotch descent. Mrs.

Tascher came with her mother to Iroquois County'

in 1868. Her mother died in Oilman, September

23, 1872, and her remains are interred in the Gil-

man Cemetery, where a stone marks lier last rest-

ing-place. Mr. and Mrs. Tascher have no children

of their own but have an adopted daughter, Maj"^

B. Niciiols Tascher, who was a daughter of Will-

iam and Sarah Nichols, and granddaughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Norville, old pioneers of Oilman, 111.,

both of English descent, and natives of Northern

Virginia. In 1884, Mr. Tascher made a trip to

I^urope and visited the scenes and friends of his

youth. He spent about two months in Baden and

had a very enjoyable visit. The voyage on the

Atlantic, in contrast to the forty days which it re-

quired when he first made the trip, took him less

than ten days.

In his political afflliations, Mr. Tascher is a Re-

publican and cast his first vote for Abraham Lin-

coln in 1860. Though mucli interested in polit-

ical affairs and conventions, he has never asked for
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or accepted anv ofBcial position. He has ever

given his earnest support to the cause of educa-

tion and public schools and has been a member of

the School Board for years. He is a consistent

member of the Evangelical Church. For over a

quarter of a century he has been a resident of Iro-

quois County and has aided very materially in its

advancement and welfare. He commenced life in

this State a poor man and by his own labor and

perseverance and the assistance of his wife has ac-

cumulated a valuable farm and liow ranks as one

of the thrift}' and well-to-do farmers of this town-

ship. By his honorable course in life and his up-

right character he has won the high regard of his

friends and neighbors.

^>^^<m

^^, HHISTIAN MERKLE, a pioneer farmer and

(l( _ resident of this county for thirty years, re-

^^^' sides on section 3, Danforth Township. He
is a native of Germany, where his birth occurred

the 21st of December. 1826. He is one of a fam-

il}- of five sons and three daughters, who grew to

mature' years. The eldest, Frank, still lives in

(Tcrmany, and resides on the old homestead;

George has also remained in his native land, as

has the next j'ounger brother, Jose))h; Christian,

our subject; .Tohn, who emigrated to the United

States, and settled in Peoria, where he died in 1888;

Barbara; Philana; Catherina and .Mary, who died

when quite young.

Christian passed his boyhood davs on a farm,

engaged in the usual pursuits of farmer lads, and

received a good education in the German lan-

guage. He has been almost wholly self-educated in

the English tongue since coming to this country.

In compliance with the laws of Germany, he entered

the army at the age of twenty-one, and there

served for a period of three years. He partici-

pated in several small engagenients of the rebel-

lion of 1848, and distinguished himself b}' his

bravery and fidelity. In 1854, he tC)ok passage in

a steam-vessel at Liverpool, which was bound for

America. He arrived in Philadelphia in Ma}- of

that 3'ear, and at once went West, where for four

months he lived in Cincinnati, Ohio. He then

went to Wabash, Ind.,and worked on the railroad

for about one month, after which he removed to

St. Louis. From there he proceeded to Peoria,

where he was empl03-ed in a biewery for three

years, a part of which time was spent in learning

the business. He next decided to turn his atten-

tion to farming, and accordingly engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits for about one year.

In .Tune, 1859, Mr. Merkle led to the marriage

altar Helena Tascher, a native of Baden. Germany,

who there spent her early years. She emigrated

to the United States when about sixteen years of

age, and lived with her brothers up to the time of

her marriage. To our subject and his wife nine

children have been born, eight of whom are still

living: John makes his home in Kansas, where

he has a line farm; Louisa is the wife of Henry

Stevens; Andrew resides at home; George, who
received a good education, is a teacher in this

country; Charles, who assists on the home farm;

Christian, Emma Helena and Carrie are still at

home.

After his marriage, Mr. Merkle took the con-

tract for carr3-ing the mail from Morton to Ha-

vana. He was awarded a five-year contract, and

placed a stage-driver on the line, which was to be

dailj' traversed for the allotted period of time.

At the end of four ^-ears, the railroad bcingcom-

l)leted to Havana, he was obliged to give up the

contract, and received for the unexpired time but

one month's pay. In 1862, our subject removed

to Iroquois County, and settled in Danforth

Township, where the village is now located, ^he
following year he purchased a tract of eighty acres,

where he now makes his home. This was unbroken

paririe land, and of it he has made a valuable and

well-improved property, which yields to him a

golden ti-ibute for his care and cultivation. He
afterward purchased an adjoining farm of fort}-

acres, thus making in all one hundred and twenty

acres of property, which is considered among the

best land in the county. On this he has built a

substantial and pleasant residence, good barns and

other farm buildings. He commenced his business

career as a poor man, empty-handed, and has, by

his own labor, enterprise and industry and by the
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assistance of his estimable wife, accumulated a fine

estate and a good competence. In addition to his

farm in tLis township, he also possesses one hun-

dred and sixty acres of well-improved land in

Aslikum Township.

In his political sentiments, Mr. Merkle is an ad-

vocate of the Denioerac}', his first vote having

been cast for Stephen A. Douglas. He lias ever

given hearty support and earnest co-operation to

all local and educational measures, and has served

for some time as a School Director. For tliirty

3'ears Mr. Merkle has been a resident of Iroquois

County, and is well and favorably known through-

out this section as a man in whom one can rely

and place the fullest confidence. Among his

chief characteristics are industry, enterprise and

perseverance, which qualities have brought him

success and prominence.

fAMES A. LAIRD, a retired farmer residing

in Milford, is a native of Ohio. He was

born on the 30th of May, 1830, in Guernsey

County, and is one of a family of nine chil-

dren, whose parents were Samuel and Delilah (Al-

bin) Laird, the former a native of Pennsylvania,

and the latter of the Buckeye State. When a

child, James removed with his father's family from

Findlaj-, Ohio, to Ft. Wayne, Ind., where they re-

sided for a few months, and then removed to a

farm near La Fa3'ette, and the old Tippecanoe bat-

tle-ground. The father afterward traded for a

large tract of land in Milford Township, Iroquois

County, 111., and removed hither in 185.5. Divid-

ing this land with his children, he gave to each

one hundred and sixty acres. He was a prominent

and influential citizen of this community, and his

death occurred in 1871, at the age of sixty-six

years. His wife survived him a few years and

passed away on the 25th of January-, 1877, at the

age of seventy-two years. Of their six sons and

three daughters only two are now living: James,

of this sketch, who was the third son; and Mary

Jane, who was married in the autumn of 1855 to

Louis Burgett, a farmer who resides about four

miles southwest of Milford, and is represented

elsewhere in this work.

When a lad of ten years, our subject removed to

a farm, and in the usual manner of farmer lads, he

was there reared to manhood. His education was

acquired in the common schools. After attaining

to years of maturity, he was united in marriage

with Miss Permelia Long, daughter of William and

Phoebe Long, of Ohio. By their union, which was

celebrated March 4, 1852, ten children were born,

of whom five are 3-et living; Marion W., born De-

cember 26, 1852, married Matilda Coats, on the 8th

of March, 1873; Albert R., born February 7, 1860,

wedded Tena Hoskins; Clara, born January 1,

1854, became the wife of James C. Harrison Feb-

ruary 24, 1876, and they now reside in Kansas;

Phoebe was born August 20, 1858; Nora, born

February 5, 1866, is the wife of William Smith,

a resident of Peoria, III.

About three ^ears after his marriage, Mr. Laird

removed with his familj- to this count3-, where he

has now made his home for thirty-seven years. Lo-

cating on the farm which his father gave him, he

engaged in agricultural pursuits until October,

1878, when he came to Milford, where he has since

lived a retired life although he has filled some

public offices. During the first four years of his

residence here he served as Dtput\- Postmaster. He
was also Police Magistrate for eight years, and

served as Coroner for four j'ears. He discharged

the duties of his position with prom|)tness and

fidelity, which fact insured his long-continued ser-

vice, and won him the commendation of all con-

cerned.

Jlr. Laird, his wife and daughter Phoebe, are

members of the Methodist Church, and he is active

in several civic societies. He belongs to Milford

Lodge No. 168, A. F. & A. M.; Watseka Chapter No.

114, R. A. M.; and Athelstan Commandery No. 45,

K. T., of Danville. He also belongs to the Good

Templars and the Royal Templar.s, both being or-

ganizations for the promotion of temperance prin-

ciples. Mr. Laird is a friend to all social, educa-

tional and moral interests, and does all in his

power to aid in the promotion of those enterprises

calculated to prove of public benefit. He is a pub-
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lie-spirited and progressive man, and is recognized

as one of tiie A'alued citizens of the community.

He is now serving as Justice of the Peace and No-

tar3' Public, and is also doing business as a real-

estate, insurance and collection aaent.

V HARLES HICKMAN is one of the county's

prominent citizens and leading agricultur-

ists. He resides on section .33, Ash Grove

Township, where he owns a line and valuable farm

of three hundred and sixty acres. He was born

near Danville, 111., but across the line in Indiana,

May 20, 184.5, when his parents were removing

from Missouri to Indiana. His grandfather, John

Hickman, spent his entire life in Maryland, where

he followed the occupation of farming. He was

also a soldier in the War of 1812.

Peter J. Hickman, the father of our subject, was

born in Sussex, Del., JIarch 14, 1808, and when

fourteen years of age was left au orplian. His

father died some years before the mother, and he

began working as a farm liand for $5 per month,

giving the money for the support of his mother

and the other children. His educational priv-

ileges were verj' meagre, but by experience and

observation he became well informed. He was

married in Delaware, .lanuary 13, 1831, to Mary
GuUett, a native of Kent County, Del., born Feb-

ruary 8, 1814. In 1832 they emigrated Westward,

landing in Fountain County, Ind., on the 6th of

November. Mr. Hickman cleared a timbered farm

in Warren County, and there resided until 1838.

On his arrival he had only 8125, and with this

purchased eighty acres of laud from the Govern-

ment. In those earlv da\-s he bore all the experi-

ences and hardships of pioneer life. The river

overflowed his farm, and he waded through the

water to turn its course. His home was a log

cabin, and for some time it had onl3' a dirt floor,

but he afterwards put in a slab floor. At length

he sold his farm for 81,000, and in 1838 went to

Missouri, locating near Springfield. He there be-

came well acquainted with the relatives of the

notorious James bojs, sitting several times on the

jury with their uncle, who afterward becaine Asso-

ciate Judge. Entering two hundred and eighty

acres of land near Maishfieid, he made his home

upon that farm for about seven years.

Selling his claim, Mr. Hickman started for In-

diana in 1845, and in the Hoosier State he spent

his remaining days, his death occurring November

12, 1891. His business career w.as a successful

one, and he left to his children an estate of 880,-

000. His widow is still living in her seventj'-

ninth year, and makes her home with her chil-

dren. In politics, Sir. Hickman was a life-long

Democrat. At the age of fourteen he united with

the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was ever

afterwards one of its faithful and consistent mem-
bers. Honored and respected by all, li<' was one

of Nature's noblemen, and left the world better

for his having lived in it.

In the Hickman famil}^ were eleven children,

and all grew to mature years. J. S. is now resid-

ing in Lovejoy Township; E. G. is one of the

pioneer settlers of Ash Grove Township; Ann E.

is the wife of L. B. Russell, of Ash Grove Town-

ship; Mrs. Eliza Wilson died in this county in Sep-

tember, 1874; J. W. died in Warren County, Ind.,

January 17, 1875; Mrs. Martha Smaller resides in

Sheldon; Charles is the next j-ounger; Peter J. is

located in Red Willow County, Neb.; Mrs. Sarah

Smalley makes her home in Hoopeston, Vermilion

County; William R. resides on the old homestead

in Indiana; and Mary C. is the wife of Newton

Little, cashier of the bank in Attica, Ind.

Charles Hickman, whose name heads this record,

remained on his father's farm until seventeen

years of age, when he came to Iroquois County,

and for two years was engaged in herding cattle.

His father owned a large tract of land in this

county. During the late war he enlisted in the

Home Guards, and in 1867 entered tlie armj-,

serving for three years and fourteen, days in the

Twenty-Second United States Infantry. For three

months he was a scout on the Western frontier

among the Blackfeet and Sioux Indians, and par-

ticipated in some sharp engagements with the red

men.

In 1870, Mr. Hickman returned to Indiana, and

on the 6th of September of that year, in Warren
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Counts', was united in marriage with Miss Ann E.

Smalley, a native of that county, born August 29,

1850, and a daughter of William and Sarah (Sar-

jent) Smalley. She was left an orphan at the age

of seven months. In Februarj-, 1871, they came

to Iroquois County, locating upon their present

farm, which Mr. Hickman had purchased the pre-

ceding January of Robert Chess, one of the early

pioneers. He bought three hundred and twenty

acres, and has one of the finest farms in this part

of the State. His home is an elegant and com-

modious residence, the barns and outbuildings are

models of convenience, and there are many other

excellent improvements, both useful and orna-

mental, which stand as monuments to the thrift

and enterprise of the owner. The farm now com-

prises three hundred and sixty acres, and in addi-

tion to this Mr. Hickman operates another tract

of two hundred and twenty acres. He carries on

general farming and stock-raising, and has met

with excellent success in his undertakings. Since

1871, he has resided upon this farm, with the ex-

ception of the year 1888, when he returned to In-

diana to care for his father and mother.

Unto our subject and his estimable wife were

born seven children: Peter AVilliam died at the

age of one year; Anna M. is the wife of S. A.

Wise, of Ash Grove Township; Eliza J. is at

home; James Elbert died at the age of eight

months; Ella P. is the next younger; Cliarles N.

died at the age of two years; and Opal, two years

old, is the pet of the household.

Mr. Hickman is a progressive and public-spir-

ited citizen, who manifests a commendable interest

in all that pertains to the welfare of the commun-

ity. While serving as Commissioner of Highways

he helped to introduce the tiling and grading of

roads by machines, which met with great opposi-

tion at the time, but has since grown into univer-

sal favor. A few enterprising men at their own
expense had the work done, thus giving practical

evidence of the benefit to be derived therefrom.

Socially, he is a member of the Grand Army post

of Cissna Park, and of ;i Masonic lodge in Warren

County, Ind. He has frequently served as a dele-

gate to the Grand Army encampments. His wife

is a member of the Christian Church of Attica,

Ind. He cast his first Presidential vote for

Seymour, and has since been a supporter of the

Democracy, but has never been a politician in the

sense of oflice-seeking. ludustrj' and enterprise

are numbered among Mr. Hickman's chief charac-

teristics, and through good management and good

business ability he has steadily worked his waj-

upward to a position of wealth and affluence. He
has a wide cii'cle of friends and acquaintances in

this count}', and none are lield in higher regard.

EDWIN BEARD, editor and general manager

of the Iroquois County Times, was born in

Winnesheik Count}% Iowa, on the 22d of

February, 1861. His parents were David and C3'n-

thia A. (Davis) Beard, the former a native of

Washington County, Va., and the latter of White

County, Ind. The father died November 29, 1875,

but the mother is still living and makes her home

near La Fayette, Ind.

The subject of this sketch, when a child, re-

moved from Iowa to AVhite County, Ind., where

he began his education in the public schools, and

later became a student in Perdue University. In

1878, he went to Kansas, where he spent a few

years, and on his return was employed on the staff

of the La Fayette iZbrjie J'o«?v(«i, and later was with

the La Fa3'ette Daily Journal for a period of three

years.

In November, 1889, Mr. Beard came to Iroquois

County with very limited capital and founded the

Milford Independent. By energy and good busi-

ness tact, he placed the paper on a good business

footing, and on the 1st of January, 1891, organized

the Times Printing and Publishing Company, a

stock company, which has a capital stock of $6,500

and owns both the Iroquois County Times and the

Milford Independent, Mr. Beard being editor and

general manager of both papers. He took quite

an active part in the campaign of 1890. His es-

tablishment of the Milford Independent was the

stepping-stone to his control of the Times and

subsequent success, which has been almost phenom-

enal. The Iroquois County Times, which was al-
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waj's a popular and strong paper in the county

under Maj. Peters' management, at ouce, after tlie

organization of its present company, took rapid

strides in its business career. Tlie circulation,

which at the time of purchase by the present com-

pany was of fair proportions, has since been nearly

•piadrupled in the short space of less than two

years, and its patronage in other departments has

increased greatly.

On the •27th of December, 1887, .Mr. lieard was

united in marriage with Miss Ada Barnhouse,

their union being celebrated in Ironton, Mo. She

is the daughter of Henry Barnhouse and a native

of Paxton,lll. With the Methodist Church she

holds membership. One child, a daughter, Jessie,

has been born of their union.

Socially, Mr. Beard is a member of the Watseka

Camp No. 3:59, M. W. A. lie has been connected

with newspaper work continually since 1885, and

is well up in tlie business as his success in his pres-

ent venture attests. Enter|)rise and push charac-

terize his efforts and he has demonstrated his abil-

ity to carry through his undertakings and give

his patrons all he promises them. A sketch of tiie

Times is given elsewhere in this volume.

(^'^HE 1R0(}IT0IS COUNTY TIMES was start-

m(^\\ ^'^ '" *^^""''o^ '^J Eouis M. Babcock and Jacob

^V^ Keiser, the first issue bearing the date De-

cember 1, 1870, and it was then called the Onarga

Times. Not long afterwards Mr. Keiser withdrew

from the firm and Charles Drumm purchased an

interest in the paper, Mr. liabcock being editor and

Mr. Drumm foreman. On March Ifi, 1871, the paper

was enlarged to an eight-column folio, and in May
of the same year it was removed to Watseka. The
name of the paper was then changed to the Iroquois

Times, and the first issue was dated May 27, 1871-

In December, 1872, Maj. M. H. Peters purchased

the otlice and conducted the paper until June 5,

1874, when he sold out to Otto II. Wangelin, of

Belleville, 111., who on the 26th of February in-

creased it to a seven-column quarto, and in August,

1875, sold it to August Langellier. After a j-ear

its proprietor reduced it to a six-column paper.

During his administration the old Washington
press, formerly in use, was superseded by an Acme
Power press, the largest countrj' size, and at the

same time the name was changed to the Iroquois

County Times.

On the 1st of July, 1878, Maj. Peters again

purchased the office, enlarging the paper to a seven-

column quarto, it being the largest-sized country

paper in the State. Under the able management

of Maj. Peters, the paper grew in popularity with

the best people of the county. In his efforts to

furnish a live, readable and reliable paper, the Ma-
jor was materially aided b^- bright and interesting

articles from the pen of his talented wife. Among
her most valuable and spicy contributions were her

reports of editorial excursions. The general tone

of the paper was alwa3's calculated to elevate and

improve the minds of its readers, making it a pop-

ular home journal. On the 1st of January, 1891,

Maj. Peters sold the office to the Times Printing

and Publishing Company, a stock company em-

bracing the Times and Iroquois Indeixndenl of Mil-

ford, with a capital stock of $6,500. W. W. Gil-

bert, of Danforth, is President; H. A. Butzow,

Secretary; and Edwin Beard, editor and gen-

eral manager and the largest stockholder in the

company.

On assuming control, l\Ir. Beard reduced the sub-

scription price of the paper from $2 to $1.50 for

advance, payment, changed its publication day

from Saturday to Friday, and gave the business an

impetus that has placed the Times away in the front

rank of country papers. On the 3d of July, 1891,

the form was changed from a seven-column quarto

to a twelve-page six-column paper, eight pages of

which are home print. On July 1, 1892, ready

prints were abolished and the entire twelve pages

are now printed at home. On October 1, 1892, a fine

folding machine was added to the equipment of

the Times. It now appears in magazine form, cut,

pasted and folded by rapid machinerj'. This is

the most important improvement made in the of-

fice since the introduction of power presses. It is

the first plant in this section of Illinois to intro-

duce machinery for folding. Its circulation has
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been increased since Mr. Beard assumed control to

nearly quadruple its original size wlien he took it.

The ofticc is equipped in the best possible manner

for all kinds of job and newspaper work, and the

property has increased largely in value. In poli-

tics, the Times was originally independent Repub-

lican, supporting Greeley for President in 1872.

It is now distinctly Democratic and is doing excel-

lent service for the party in everj' campaign.

V,ELS PETERSON, an enterprising business

man of Loda, is a dealer in hardware, fur-

Jl^Zs; niture and harness, and also does undertak-

ing. He is of Swedish birth, born on the 19th of

November, 1858. His parents, Peter and Carrie

(Thompson) Peterson, were also natives of Swe-

den, and in that country there were born unto

them five children: Peter, John, Bertie, Nels and

Anna. In 1879, Peter Anderson came with his

family to America, and, on locating in this country,

at once made iiis way to Illinois, settled in Paxton,

Ford County, where he resided for about two years,

and then removed to a farm in the same countj'.

He carried on agricultural pursuits successfully in

that county until 1888, when became to this coun-

ty, and located on a farm near Loda, where he and

his wife still make their home.

Under the parental roof the subject of this

sketch was reared to manhood. He came to Amer-

ica with Iiis parents during the year in which he

attained his majority. He remained at home un-

til 1882, when, on the 28th of December, he was

joined in wedlock with Miss Betsj" Peterson,

daughter v( Peter and Elsie (Rasmus) Peterson.

Three children were born unto them, but two died

in infancj-. The only one now living is Marna
Elizabeth. Mrs. Peterson was born in Monmouth,
111., in 1861. Her parents came to America in

1853, locating near Monmouth, where they resided

for about ten years. They then removed to Ford

Count3-, settling on a farm near Henderson Sta-

tion, where the succeeding twent^'-two years of

their lives were passed. On the expiration of that

period, they removed to Chicago, where the father

died in 1885. The mother still makes her home
in that city.

When Mr. Petei'sou of this sketcii started out in

life for himself, he followed the occupation to

which he w.as reared, that of farming, and contin-

ued to engage in agricultural pursuits until 1891,

when he came to the village of Loda and opened

a hardware, furniture and harness store. He car-

ries all kinds of heavy and shelf hardware, tin-

ware, agricultural implements and machineiy. He
has also a full and complete stock of furniture and

harness, and also does business as an undertaker.

He is enterprising, and by good management and

well-directed efforts has won prosperity. Those

who know him esteem him highly for his sterling-

worth and the many excellencies of character

which are always sure to win warm regard. Him-

self and wife are members of the Swedish Luth-

eran Church, and he holds membership with the

Modern Woodmen of America. In political sen-

timent, Mr. Peterson is a Republican, but has

never been a politician in the sense of oflice-seek-

ing, preferring to devote his entire time and at-

tention to his business interests.

-^

^^^ MANUEL EYERSOLE has followed farm-

fe ing throughout his entire life, and is now
/'I—i^ engaged in agricultural pursuits on section

35, Ridgeland Township, where he owns and

operates eightj'-one acres of land. A native of the

Buckeye Slate, he was born in Fairfield County,

near Lancaster, on the 28th of December, 1842.

and is a son of David Eversole. His father was a

native of Virginia and was of German descent.

He also was a farmer bj- occupation and followed

that business throughout his entire life. He mar-

ried Elizabeth Miller, and unto them was born a

family of ten children, as follows: IMaria, Henry,

Jacob; Elizabeth, who died in 1856; David, lydia,

Emanuel, John, Nancy and Martha. Both died in

Fairfield County-; having reached the age of about

seventy-six years.

We now take up the personal history of Emanuel

Eversole, who in the usual manner of farmer lads
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passed the days of his boyhood and youth upon

his father's farm. He attended school at intervals

until twenty-four years of age and thus acquired

his education. Until after the breaking out of the

late war, he remained at home with his parents,

but in January-, 1864, donned the blue, becoming

a private of Company B, .Seventeenth Ohio Infan-

try, lie was mustered into service at Chillicothe,

Ohio, and the first engagement in which he partici-

pated was at Ee.'iaca, Ga. He look part in manj-

of the important battles of the war, being under

fire in the engagements at Resaca, Atlanta, Jones-

boro, Waynesboro and Black River. He also took

part in the battles of Savannah, Fayetteville, Ben-

tonville, Goldsboro and Smithfield, and his last

engagement was at Raleigh. He was ver}' fortun-

ate, in that he escaped all injury, nor was he ever

captured. He was ever found at his post of duty

nn<l proved himself a loyal and valiant soldier.

AVhen the war ^\as over Mr. Eversole received

his discharge and returned to his home in Ohio,

where he remained with his parent*; for about six

years. He then rented laud and engaged in farm-

ing for himself in the State of his nativity for two

years, when he came to Illinois, locating in Ridge-

land Township. In the same year. 187(), he made

a purchase of forty acres of laud on section .35,

Ridgeland Township, and tins farm has since been

his home, although it now comprises eighty-one

acres of valuable land, under a high state of cul-

tivation and well improved. In connection with

general farming, he also carries on stock-raising,

and as he possesses good businesss ability and en-

terprise he has won success.

An important event in the life of Mr. Eversole

occurred on the 16th of September, 1869, when

was celebrated his marriage with Miss Sarah Eliza-

beth Artz, daughter of John and Elizabeth Artz,

who still live in Fairfield County, Ohio, the birth-

place of Mr.s. Eversole. Six children grace this

union and the family circle yet remains unliroken.

In order of birth they are as follows: Hardy A.,

George A., Mary G., Clara E., Ilazcl A. and .k)lin

A. Logan.

Socially, Mr. Eversole is a member of Babcock

Post No. 416, G. A. R., of Onarga.and holds mem-

bershii) with the Methodist Church, as does also

his wife. He has always given his support to those

enterprises calculated to prove of public benefit

and has ever borne his part in the upbuilding and

development of the county. The community re-

cognizes in him a valued citizen and a self-made

man, for whatever success Mr. Eversole has

achieved in life is due entirely to his own eflforts.

He started out empty-handed, but b^- industry and

perseverance has steadily worked his way upward,

and his efforts have been crowned with a prosjDerity

which is certainly well deserved.

''illOHX W. BROOKE, who carried on farming

on section 4, Douglas Township, has been

for twenty-nine years a resident of this

county and has helped to develop it from a

system of ponds to fine agricultural land. He is

a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Wickizer)

Brooke, and his birth occurred in Fairfield County',

Ohio, on the 24th of January, 1848. The founder

of the Brooke family in the United States came

from England with Payne's Fleet and settled in

Pennsylvania. The grandfather of our subject,

James Brooke, emigrated to Fairfield County,

where his son Benjamin was born December 12,

1812. James Brooke served in the War of 1812.

The mother of our subject was born in Penns^ylva-

nia and was of German extraction. In early life

she went to Fairfield County, Oliio, where she

married Mr. Brooke. In 1852, they removed to

IMarshall County, Ind., and opened several farms

in the forest. In September, 186.3, they came to

Iroquois County and located two miles west of the

village of Iroquois, then commonly called Bunk-

um. In the following spring Mr. Brooke pur-

chased laud three miles east of Oilman. His death

occurred in that place on the .Sd of September,

1885. His wife survives him and makes her home

in Oilman, having reached the age of sevent^'-

seven j-ears. Both were active members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church.

John Brooke is the seventh child of his father's

farail\-, which consisted of eight sons and three
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daughters, seven of whom are now living. When
his parents removed to this county he was a lad of

fifteen years. The country during the wet season

would be almost wholly flooded, so that one could

go for miles in a boat. He has fished where now
lie the best farms. His boyhood da3's were spent

on the home farm and in the common schools.

Until thirt3'-two years of age he remained under

the parental roof, doing business with his father.

In 1879, he bought eighty acres in Douglas Town-

ship, but, selling it in 1885, he purchased eighty

acres where he now lives. He is now tiling it

tiioroughly. A portion of his farm was formerly

a swamp, but by his tiling he has made it the best

land on his farm.

Mr. Brooke was united in matrimony Februai'V

18, 1880, with Harriet A. Buff, a native of Indi-

ana, who onl}' survived her marriage some eight

months. Mr. Brooke was again married, March 8,

1885, at Oilman, to Miss Laura A. Loelirke. who
was born near Berlin, Germany, on the 4tli of July,

1864, and when three years old emigrated to the

United States with bcr parents, Frederick and

Amelia (Heise) Loehrke, who settled at Winamac,

where they still live. Mrs. Brooke is one of ten

children, three sons and seven daughters. Unto

our subject and his estimable wife have been born

two cliildren, Frank L. and Edward.

Mr. Brooke is of the Methodist faith and his

wife belongs to the Baptist Church. In his politi-

cal S3ntiment, he is an advocate of the Democratic

party. For years he has been connected with

school work, having served as Director for a long

time. By hard work and good management he

has accumulated a competency, and is well known
and much respected thmughout this section.

If^, AVID W. KNOWLTON is a leading far-

mer residing on section 4, Douglas Town-

ship. He was born in the county of

Leeds, near the city of Newboro, on the

1st of May, 1849, and is a son of Samuel Knowl-

tou, who was born in Canada. The grandfatlier

of our subject came from Georgia and was de-

scended from one of the earliest families of that

State. The father grew to manhood upon a farm

and received a common-school education. He
married Miss Grace AVarren, also a native of

Canada. In 1873, he emigrated to Illinois, where

he settled on the )jlace where our subject now lives.

It was new prairie land, with little improvement

upon it. In 1884, he went to .Joliet, where he has

since lived a retired life. He and his wife are ac-

tive workers in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

He has held membership with that church since a

young man and has been a Class-leader and

Trustee. As a business man he has been quite suc-

cessful and has stood high in the estimation of all.

He lias been a Republican for many years, and has

now reached the age of seventy years. In his fam-

ily were seven children: Henry now makes his

home in Joliet, where he is living a retired life;

our subject is second in order of birth; Stephen is

an invalid at home; Mary is the wife of Richard

Moore, of Chicago; Ezra died at the age of twenty-

eight years; Sarah, Mrs. Sherwood, makes her home

in Kansas; and Ada is the wife of ]Mr. Hamer, of

Onarga. These children were all born in Canada,

and received good educations.

David W. Knowlton passed his early life upon

his father's farm and was inured to the labors per-

taining to its development. He learned to swing

the scythe and sow ai.d cradle by hand. For this

was before the time of the introduction of labor-

saving farm machinery. He received his educa-

tion in the public schools, which he left when about

sixteen j-ears of age. In 1869, he came to Illinois

with his eldest brother, and for fourteen years

worked at his trade of carriage-making, at whi-ch

he had previously served an apprenticeship of

three years. Eight years ago, he came to Iroquois

County and took charge of his father's farm and

home.

On the 4th of March, 1873, Mr. Knowlton

wedded Miss Rena Powers in Joliet. Mrs. Knowl-

ton was born in Michigan, and is a daughter of

Gerald Powers, who is still living. Her mother

died when she was a child. She was educated in

the public schools and afterward attended Hillsdale

College. To Mr. and Mrs. Knowlton eight chil-

dren have been born: Arthur Dwigbt was born in
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Joliet and is now his father's assistant; Kittie,

Wellington, Benjamin F., Leonard Daniel, Charles

Henry, Js'ettie I. and Gertie are all receiving good

educations and are slill under the parental roof.

5Ir. and Mrs. Knowlton iiold membership in the

Methodist Episcopal Church of La Ilogue, of wliich

he is a Trustee. He gives liberally of his means

to church and benevolent purposes and all worthy

objects receive ii is support. He is Chairman of the

Board of Drainage Commissioners .and has been a

school officer in the La Hogue District No. 1 from

the time of its organization. He has done much

to improve the count}- and is a highly-esteemed

and respected citizen. Politically, he is a Republi-

can and cast his first ballot in the Presidential

election of 1876 for Rutherford B. Hayes. He has

been successful as an agriculturist and is a man of

good business ability. He has made many friends

in this section by his integrity, honor and other

good qualities.

vi^NOCH II. LONG, Sr., was one of the hon-

iW] ored pioneers and most prominent citizens

JL^ of the county. He died on the 29th of Jul}',

1892. and no death h.as been more sincerely mourned

than his, as he was held in tlie highest respect by

all who knew liim. He was one of the substimtial

farmers of Iroquois Township, and for many years

here made his liome. This work would be incom-

plete without this sketch, which well deserves a

prominent place in this volume.

Mr. Long was born in Long's Bend, Hawkins

County, Tenn., April 16, 1826. His paternal gre.at-

grandfather was a native of .Scotland, and, cross-

ing tlie Atlantic Ocean to America, settled, in a

very early day, in East Tennessee, in what is now
Hawkins County. He aided the Colonists in their

struggle for independence, and his wound-scarred

body attested his valiant and faithful service. He
reared a family of six children, John Long, the

grandfather of our subject, being the third in

order of birth. He was a farmer by occupation,

and with his family resided in Hawkins Count}-,

Tenn,

William Long, the father of Enoch Long, was born

and reared in that county and there wedded Mary
Barnett, also a native of Hawkins County, and a

daughter of William Barnett, who was born in

Germany, and who was one of the pioneer settlers

of Eastern Tennessee. He died when Mrs. Long
was an infant, and she was reared and educated by

her mateinal grandfather, Mr. Ball. William Long
engaged in farming for many years in the county

of his nativity, and then, .accompanied by his fam-

ily and a number of friends, he removed to Indi-

ana in 1842, locating in Daviess County, near

Washington, where he resided until his death,

which occurred in November, 1857. His wife de-

parted this life in about 1854, and both lie buried

in Wiishington Cemetery, where a marble slab

marks their Last resting-place. They were both

active members of the Washington Presbyterian

Church, of which Mr. Long was an Elder for many

years. Their family numbered four sous and two

daughters, who grew to mature years: Sarah, the

eldest, was the wife of .Samuel Koons, who resides

near Rossville, Vermilion County; Enoch H. is

the next younger; Andrew is now deceased;

Thomas was educated at Hanover College, Ind.,

and is a local preacher of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, and is now residing on a farm in

Daviess County, Ind.; George met death by the

accidental discharge of a gun at the age of sixteen

years, and is buried in Ash Grove Cemetery; and

Mary Matilda is tiie wife of W. Harvey Donaldson,

and resides in Daviess County, Ind.

Enoch H. Long spent the first sixteen years of

liis life in Hawkins County, Tenn., and tiicn re-

moved with iiis parents to Indiana, where he was

reared to manhood. His sciiool privileges in early

life were limited, but by self-culture he obtained a

fair business education after arriving at mature

years. When a young man he came with his father

to Illinois in 1853, and purchased a tract of two

hundred and forty acres of land in Ash Grove

Township, Iroquois County. Locating thereon,

he cleared and developed a farm, which he made

his home for a number of years. As a companion

and helpmate on life's journey, he chose Miss Al-

mira Sturdevant, their marriage occurring in Iro-

quois County, on the 1st of July, 1855. She was
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born near Salora, Clark County, Ind., where lier

father, J. Clark Sturdeyant, was a pioneer settler.

He also became one of the early settlers of this

community, locating at Sturdevant's Bend, on the

Iroquois River.

After his marriage, Mr. Long returned to

Daviess Country, Ind., where he spent the summer,

and in January, 1856, he ag^in located on his farm

in Ash Grove Township, where he resided until

I860, when he removed to the farm on section 23,

Iroquois Township, where his family are yet liv-

ing. He there cleared a farm and took an active

part in the development and upbuilding of the

community, and in placing Iroquois County in the

front rank among its sister counties of the State.

His business efforts were successful, his industry

and enterprise winning him a comfortable compe-

tence, and the old home farm which he leaves to

his familj' comprises four hundred and sixty acres

of valuable and highly improved land.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Long were born the follow-

ing children: Sarah Lucina, widow of Edward

Bennings, who with her daughter, Nellie, the only

grandchild, resides in Rawlins County, Kan.; Will-

iam Clark, a resident farmer of this county, mar-

ried Miss Ida Young, of Watseku, daugliter of

Riffley and Margaret Young, and a highlj' educated

lady, who, previous to her marriage, was engaged

in teaching; James Andrew is a substantial agri-

culturist of this communit}-; Thomas Lincoln re-

sides with his sister in Rawlins County, Kan.;

George Fletcher operates the home farm; Laura

Jane and Lucy May are with their mother; and

Mary E. died in infancy.

In politics, Mr. Long was originally a Jackson-

Democrat, but voted for Abraham Lincoln and

for each Presidential nominee of the Republican

party up to the time of his death. He was a faith-

ful and consistent member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, and served as Steward and Class-

leader for a number of years. His wife and all

of his children except Clark are also members of

the same church. For thirty-six years he was a

resident of Iroquois County, and was widely and

favorably known in this and adjoining counties.

His strict integrity and sterling worth won him

the highest regard of all, and his honorable, up-

right life is wellworthy of emulation. On Tues-

day afternoon of July 27, 1892, Mr. Long, who

had been to Watseka, started for home, but liis

horses became frightened at an engine which was

standing on the track a little north of the street,

became unmanageable and, after running a short

distance, the tongue coming down, Mr. Long was

thrown to the ground. For a time he was wholly

unconscious, but finally revived, his injuries, how-

ever proving fatal, and he passed away at four

o'clock on Thursday morning, lamented by all

who knew him. In his death the community lost

one of its best citizens and the county' an honored

pioneer. Mrs. Long, a most estimable lady, resides

on the home farm with her children.

AVID McFADDEN, a farmer and auction-

eer residing in Stockland Township, is a

popular and well-known citizen of this

communit}-, and we take pleasure in pre-

senting to our readers this record of his life, know-

ing that it will prove of interest to many. Mr.

McFadden was born in Shelb3' Count}', 111., on his

father's farm, about eight miles west of Shelbyville,

Februarj' 2, 1842. His parents, John and Sarah

(Ruley) McFadden, were both natives of the

Buckeye State. On leaving Ohio, they emigrated

to Shelby County, 1 11.,where they made their home

for a few years, when, in 1846, they went to Peoria

Count}', locating upon a farm two and one-half

miles west of the cil}' of Peoria. The father there

engaged in farming and coal-mining and the fam-

ily were reared in that localit}'. In 1862, he re-

moved to Monroe Count}-, Iowa, where he devoted

his time and attention to agricultural pursuits

until his death, which occurred in 1873. Mr. Mc-

Fadden was three times married. His first wife

died in Peoria County in 1851. Eight children

were born to that union, of whom five are yet liv-

ing, as follows: Joseph, John G., Bryce, Amanda

and David. Those deceased are James, Lloyd and

Mary Jane. After the death of his first wife, Mr.
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McFadden married Mrs. Annie Greening, and in

1862 he was called upon to mourn her loss. She

left two children, Ruth and Charles. His third

wife, prior to her second marriage, was Mrs. Jane

Jlooro. and she became Mrs McFadden in 1864.

The subject of this sketch was only four years of

age when his parents removed to Peoria County,

111., and was but a lad of nine summers when he lost

his mother. He remained with his father until he

had attained to mature years. On the oth of Jan-

uary, 1865, he was united in marriage witii Miss

Mary E., daughter of William and Celia (Rickctts)

Holmes. Five children graced this union, as fol-

lows: Waller, who was born February 7, 1866;

Stanley, October 6, 1867; David Raymond, No-

vember 24, 1873; Carless Sherl, November 29,

1880; and one who died in infancj-.

Mr. McFadden resides upon the farm of John

Girard, known as the John Nolin Farm, where he

operates two hundred acres of land. He owns an

eighty acre tract on section 7, Scotland Township,

and this he has under a high state of cultivation.

He carries on general farming and stock-raising,

and by his industrious and well-directed efforts

secures a good income. As stated in tlie begin-

ning of this sketch, he is also an auctioneer,

prominent and po]>ular, being called all over this

and adjoining counties. He seems well fitted for

that business and his services are much in demand.

He cries most of the sales for the farmers in his

neighborhood. His pleasant, genial manner has

won him friends throughout the community and

gained him the high regard of m.any.

;Mr. McFadden holds memberslii|) with the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and in politics is a

supporter of the principles of the Democratic

part_v. He takes considerable interest in civic so-

cieties and is an honored member of the Milford

Lodge No. 168, A. F. i A. M.; Milford Lodge,

I. O. O. F.; the Knights of Pythias Society of Mil-

ford; and the Farmers' Lodge of Modern Wood-
men. Whatever success Mr. McFadden has achieved

in life is due entirely to his enterprise and perse-

verance, for when he began to earn his own liveli-

hood he had no capital. He maj' truly be called

a self-made man and he deserves all the praise

that term conveys,

21

SAAC H. EASTBURN is one of the honored

pioneers of Iroquois County. No other citi-

'i zen of Concord Township has so long been

numbered among its residents as our subject, who
is now living on section 31. For fifty-seven years

he li;is watched the growth and upbuilding of the

county, hivs been identified with its progress, and

has aided in its advancement and development.

Few men are more widely and none more favor-

ably known in the community than our subject.

Mr. Eastburn well deserves representation in

this volume, and it is with pleasure that we pre-

sent to our readers this record of his life. He was

born in Lawrence County, Ohio, December 5, 1833,

and is a son of Jesse and Jane (Smedley) East-

burn. His grandfather, Jesse Eastburn, was a native

of Maryland, and his father emigrated to this

country from England. The grandfather was a

soldier in the War of 1812, and on that account

his descendants were given a land warrant. The

father of our subject, Jesse Eastburn, Jr., was born

in Adams Count}-, Ohio, in 1809, and in 1835 emi-

grated Westward to Illinois, locating in Concord

Township, Iroquois County, on the 25th of March.

He was among the first settlers in the township,

though others came the same year. He was both a

mechanic and farmer, and in connection with the

cultivation of his land carried on a wagon shop in

the early days of the settlement. He was reared

as a Democrat and cast his first Presidential vote

for Andrew Jackson. He became a stanch Aboli-

tionist and in 1856 voted for John C. Fremont,

supporting his party from that time until his

death. He was the first Supervisor of Concord

Township and served for a number of terms. A
leading and influential citizen, he was quite prom-

inent in public affairs. In 1840, he united with

the Methodist Episcopal Church and served in all

its offices. His house was the recognized home of

the eircuit-rider, and he was never so happ}' as

when entertaining a half-dozen ministers. Before

his death, he removed to Sheldon and aided in

building the Methodist Church in that place. His

educational advantages were limited, but by ex-

tensive reading he made himself a well-informed

man, and while serving as School Director for a

number of years he did effective service tor the
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cause of education in this community. He did

mncli to aid in the growth of the county and lived

to see It take a front rank among the counties of

the State. His death occurred September 13, 1873.

One of Nature's noblemen, his loss was deeply

mourned by many friends.

Isaac Eastburn was only seventeen months old

when his parents came to Illinois, and amid the

wild scenes of frontier life he was reared to man-

hood. His boyhood da3-swere spent in his father's

shop and at work in the fields. His early school

privileges were meagre, but at the age of twenty

years he entered Asbury University, where he pur-

sued a three-year scientific course. He then en-

gaged in teaching in country schools for three

years, mostly in Concord and Martinton Town-
ships. During this time, he was united in raarri.age

with INIiss Susanna Fry, of Concord Township, the

marriage ceremony being performed at the home
of the bride on the 1st of February, 18.57, by the

Rev. William Stubbles. The lady was born in

Coshocton County, Ohio, Maj- 6, 1838, and is a

daugliter of Abraham and Catherine (Deamude)

Fry. Her mother died when Mrs. Eastburn was

only three years old and when a little girl of five

she came to this county with her father and soon

acted as housekeeper for him, as he did not again

marrj'. Mr. Fry was married previous to his uiiion

with Miss Deamude and had eight children by each

marriage. With one exception, Mrs. Eastburn is

the youngest. Fourteen of the children grew to

mature years and ten are yet living.

After the marriage of our subject his father

gave him one hundred and sixty acres of land and

hc" concluded to turn his attention to farming.

In 1859, he removed to the farm which has since

been his home, and in that yeav built the house

which is 3-et his residence. It was a wild and un-

improved tract, but he at once began its develop-

ment and continued its cultivation until, feeling

liis duty called him to the front, he enlisted on the

8th of August, 1862, for the late war as a member
of Compan}' E, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry,

being appointed Corporal. The troops went- into

camp at Kankakee and after two weeks went to

Ciilumbus, Ky. Later, they were sent to Bolivar,

Ten 11., thence to La Grange and on to Coffeeville,

Holly Springs, Moscow, La Fayette and Vicksburg.

He was first under fire at the siege of Vicksburg

and there remained until after the surrender of

the city, when he took part in the siege of Jack-

son. He was made .Sergeant immediately after

the siege of Vicksburg. Having returned to that

place, he was then sent to Natchez and went on an

expedition to Western Louisiana. He afterward

participated in the Meridian campaign under

Sherman and later, receiving a thirty-days fur-

lough, returned home on a visit. On the 1st of

Jul}^ 1864, he again reached Vicksburg and parti-

cipated in the expedition to .Jackson, Miss. The

troops had a severe battle at Jackson Cross Roads,

where Mr. Eastburn was twice slightly' wounded,

once in the right arm and once in the right hand.

A bullet shot through his iiat cut out some of his

liair, and another pierced his blouse. The com-

mand w.as afterward sent to Morganza Bend and

participated in the battles at Washington, La.,

White River, Duvall's Bluff, and then went to

Memphis, Tenn. Subsequently they went to New
Orleans and thence started by boat to Pensacola,

Fla. A storm arising, the vessel was sliipwrecked

and they had to throw overboard two hundred

and twenty-five head of horses and mules in order

to save themselves. They besieged and captured

Ft. Blakelj', and tlie Seventy-sixth Illinois lost

over one hundred men in the assault. They then

went to Selma, Ala., took part in the battle of Mo-

bile and thence went to Galveston, Tex., in 1865.

From that [ilace, Mr. Eastburn wrote home that he

expected to be sent to Mexico, but instead was

mustered out and went to Chicago, where he re-

ceived his discharge.

Mr. Eastburn reached home on the 8th of Au-

gust, 1865, just three years after his departure.

He spent only two weeks in a regiment hospital,

being alwaj-s found at his post of duty as a faith-

ful defender of the Union. During his absence,

Mrs. Eastburn had been living on the home farm

with her three children, and he again began farm

work. At the death of his father, he received

eighty- acres additional from the estate .and after-

ward purchased a one hundred and twent}' acre

tract. Since that time, he has sold some and given

to each of his children eighty acres. George W.,
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the eldest, was born in Concord Township on the

20th of ]\[arch, 1858, was graduated from the

public schools of Sheldon, and is an extensive

reader. He is now engaged in banking in Sheldon.

lie was married November 1, 1883, to Miss Dora

McGill, of Watseka, and they have four children.

Emma Florence, born in Concord Township, Octo-

ber 14, 1851), was married on the 1st of March,

1878, to Robert Wilkinson, of Sheldon, by whom
slie has two children. Frank P., born on the home
farm, October 12, 1861, was married in California,

January 2, 1886, to Miss Lillie Arbuckle, but now
makes his home in Washington; he is an artist and

travels. Jesse L., the youngest, born on the old

homestead, September 10, 1867, was graduated

from the Sheldon schools, after which he engaged

in teaching for two j-ears. His health failing, he

went to California with his mother in 1889, and

while there met and married ]\Iiss Ma_y K. Taylor,

till' luiion being celebrated September 18, 1890.

He is a close student and is especially fond of the

study of geolog}-, having a fine collection of geo-

logical and other specimens correctly classified. He
makes his home in Yreka, Cal.

From the time he began to be interested in poli-

tics, Isaac Eastburn was an Abolitionist, and when

the Republican party was formed to prevent the

further extension of slavery, he joined its ranks

and has since fought under its banner. He east

his first Presidential vote for John C. Fremont.

He and his wife have long been members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and he has filled all

of its otliccs. Both are active workers in the Sun-

day-school and he has been Superintendent for

many years. Charitable and benevolent people,

the poor and needy find in them a friend and

those in distress never seek their aid in vain. Their

lives are filled with good deeds, and their many
excellencies of character have won them the high

regard of all. Socially, 5Ir. Eastburn is a member
of the Odd Fellows' society and has occupied all its

offices. In 1883, he made a trip to California, in-

tending to locate on tiie Pacific Slope, and during

that tri|) he visited Oregon, Washington, and trav-

eled all through Nevada. He went to the West
by the Southern Pacific and returned by way of

the Rio (iraude Railroad. After eijiht months

spent beyond the Rockies, he concluded to return

to Illinois and is yet one of the valued and hon-

ored citizens of Concord Township, where lie has

so long resided.

\f| ONATHAN HANFORD is engaged in gen-

eral farming on section 31, Ridgeland

-^ Township, where he has made his home for

'f^f' almost a quarter of a century-. His life

record is as follows: He is a native of New Jerse\',

his birth having occurred in Newark, on the 8th

of June, 1821. The Han ford family is of French

descent. The father of our subject, Simeon Han-

ford, was a native of Connecticut, and after attain-

ing to years of maturity he married Miss Rachel

Simpson. By their union were- born three chil-

dren, of whom the subject of this sketch is the eld-

est. His two sisters were Jlehitable, now the wife

of Samuel Badgley, a resident of New Jersey; and

Henrietta, who died in 1888.

Jonathan Hanford grew to manhood in the

State of his nativity. His educational advantages

were very limited, but experience and observation

have made him a well-informed man. His father

died when he was only nine years of age, and his

mother was left in very limited circumstances.

Soon after his father's death, he began working on

a farm at eighteen cents per day, and during hay-

ing season he received twenty-five cents per day.

Up to the time when he was fifteen years of age,

his wages were never higher than $6 per month.

Mr. Hanford remained in the vicinity of Newark

until 1838, when, at the age of seventeen 3-ears, he

left the State of his nativity, and went to New York

City, where he learned the ship-builder's trade, at

whicli he was there employed for man^'^'ears. He

continued to make his home in New York until

1867, when, having determined to seek a home in

the AVest, he came to Illinois and took u|) his resi-

dence in Iroquois County.

Mr. Hanford has been twice married. In the

year 1843, he was joined in wedlock with JMiss

Catherine OrifHn, daugiiter of William and Eliza-

beth Griffin. By their union were born five chil-
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drcn, of wliom the eldest, Wesley, died in 1844;

Shertnan died in infancy; William, the only one

living, is a grain dealer, residing in Tazewell

County, 111., in Green Valley; Emma died at the

age of two years; and the fifth child died in in-

fancy. The mother of this family was called to

lier final rest in 1856, d^ing in New York. Mr.

Hanford was again married, in 1863, his second

union being with Eleanor Drower, by whom he

had two children, but Garrett died in 1868.

Harry, the younger, is living in Savanna, 111.

In politics, Mr. Hanford is a supporter of the

Greenback part^-, but has never been an office-

seeker. The winter after coming to this county,

he resided in Loda, and the following spring re-

moved to Ridgeland Township, purchasing eighty

acres of land upon section 31. It was entirely des-

titute of improvement, but in the years which

have since passed a great transformation has been

wrought in the appearance of the place, which is

now considered one of the best farms in this lo-

cality, while the owner is recognized as a promi-

nent agriculturist. He carries on both general

farming and stock-raising, and that he has won

success is due entirely to his well-directed efforts.

He is a man of sterling worth, and his excellencies

of character have gained him the high regard of

all with whom business or social relations liave

brought him in contact.

^W\ MOS M. PECK is engaged in the grocery

(j^J'/Lil business in Onarga. For twenty years, he

11 14 has been connected with the store of which

<^ he is now proprietor, having first been an

employe and afterward becoming owner. He is

now one of the leading merchants of the place and

a man of good business ability, who by his well-

directed efforts is winning success.

Mr. Peck is a native of Connecticut, his birth

having occurred on the 23d of September, 1843.

His parents, Lyman and Lucretia (Mallory) Peck,

were also natives of the Nutmeg State, and their

I'lMiily numbered seven children, three of whom
;uv vet living, Amos, Charles and Abbie. Lucretia,

L3'man, Flora and Ella are deceased. It was in 1858

that Lyman Peck, Sr., bade good-bye to his home

in the East and, accompanied by his family, came

to Illinois, locating in Ford County on a farm of

eighty acres near what is now the village of Tliaw-

ville. He there made his home for eight years,

when, in 1866, he sold that farm and purchased an-

other about a mile distant, containing one hundred

and forty acres of good land.

Under the parental roof, our subject spent his

boyhood daj's, and on attaining his majority in

1864 he left Ford County to complete his educa-

tion as a student in Grand Prairie Seminary. How-

ever, he soon laid aside text-books and entered

the service of his country, becoming a member of

Company B, One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Illi-

nois Infantry, in which he served for a little more

than six months, when he was mustered out. He

then returned home and again entered Grand

Prairie Seminary, from which institution he was

graduated, after completing the legular course of

study, in the summer of 1868.

On the 21st of A|)ril, 1870, Mr. Peck was united

in marriage with Miss Kate E. Devor, daughter of

Arthur and Susanna Devor, residents of Onarga.

Their union has been blessed with two children, a

daughter and son: Lucretia, born July 6, 1872, is

now the wife of John L. Tyler, of Chebanse, and

they have a little daughter, Inez Irene; A. Earl,

the son, was born July 24, 1881, and is still with

his parents.

In the spring of 1871, Mr. Peck secured a posi-

tion as salesman with C. H. Briggs, of Onarga, re-

maining in his employ until 1873, when he entered

tiie employ of Knight & Culver, proprietors of a

grocery store in this place—the same which is now

the property of our subject. He served in the po-

sition of Clerk until 1882, when he bought out Mr.

Culver and has continued the business ever since,

lie has been connected with the grocery trade

in this store building for a period of twenty years.

He is enterprising, possesses good judgment, and

by his fair dealing and courteous treatment has

secured a liberal patronage. He is recognized as

one of Onarga 's leading citizens, and socially is a

member of Onarga Lodge No. 208, I. O. O. F.,

with which he has been connected since 1869. He
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also belongs to W. A. Babcock Post No. 416, G.

A. R., of Onarga. In polities, he is a supporter of

Republican principles, has held the office of Town
Clerk for five j'ears, is at present a member of the

IJoarrl of Trustees of the village, and is also a

member of the Executive. Board of Grand Prairie

Seminary. During his residence in this community,

Mr. Peck has formed a wide acquaintance and is

held in high esteem by all with whom business or

social relations have brought him in contact.

ENRY C. M0SIII;R, a prominent business

man of Gilman, is a native of Illinois, his

birth having occurred in La Salle County,

on the 15th of February, 1836. He is a son

of Ira and I>ouisa (Pease) Mosher. His father's

family is of English, and his mother's of German,

descent. Family tradition says (bat two brothers

came to America from England some time previous

to the Revolutionary War, and established a fac-

tory in this country, where they remained some

years. One of the brothers then returned to Eng-

land, locating a factory on the River Thames. He
had but one son, who died, leaving no children.

This has furnished the foundation facts for

his relatives, who have expended a great deal of

money in endeavoring to hunt up the estate. The
other brother remained in America, but was so un-

fortunate as to lose all of his property during the

Revolutionary AVar. Ira INIosber was one of eight

brothers, and when but eight years old he lost his

father, and had thusearl}- to make his own way in

the world. He was a native of Saratoga County, N.

Y., and his wife of Monroe Count}', the same Stale,

where they were married about 1832. After their

marriage they started b}' wagon for Illinois, where,

when they reached a point about four miles south

of La Salle, they decided to locate. Having taken

up Government land and partially developed it, he

spent sometime as a traveling Methodist preacher.

Returning to the farm, he followed agricultural

pursuits for some years. In the meantime he stud-

ied law, and was admitted t(j the Bar during the

war, practicing that jjrofession until his death. He

left the church because it was pro-slavery at that

lime, and became a pronounced Liberal. Politieall}'

he was a Whig, then a strong Abolitionist, and

later a Republican, always taking great interest in

political affairs. When admitted to the Bar he re-

moved to Tonica, and there lived until his death,

on the 1st of March, 1874, aged sixty-five. He
was widely and favorabl_v known, and was among
the first pioneers in this county. The mother died

at the home of our subject in 1881, at the age of

seventy-one years. Their family consisted of twelve

children, eleven of whom, five sons and six daugh-

ters, lived to adult age. Only seven are now liv-

ing. Four of the boys served the Union cause

during the late war. E. W. was about four years

in the service, enlisting in 1862 in the One Hun-

dredth and Fourth Illinois Infantry. He was cap-

tured by John IMorgan, but was soon afterward

paroled and took part in Sherman's march to the

sea, and on to AVashington. George I. enlisted in

the Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, and was in the

service four years. He is now a practicing lawyei-

of Oskaloosa, Kan. Charles enlisted in 1861, in

Company A, Eighth Illinois Infantry, in which

he served over five 3-ears, and is now engaged in

the mercantile business at Saliiia, Kan. Sheridan

L. is a farmer near Pinckneyville, 111.; Mrs. M. C.

Miller resides in Nickerson, Kan.; Mrs. Barass re-

sides in Tonica, 111.; Martha died during the war,

and Maiy died soon afterward, leaving two chil-

dren; Mrs. M. Foster died in Tonica, 111., leaving

one daughter; and Mrs. Clara J. Gray died in Em-
poria, Kan.

Our subject was reared on a farm and attended

the district schools in his earlier days, completing

his education in an academy, which he attended

for several winters. In 18;)6, he went to Kansas

to give his help toward making it a free State. He
located at A'alley Falls, made claims, sold them,

and when the Delaware Indians sold their lands he

purchased extensively. Returning the following

year to La Salle Count}-, 111., he bought land of the

Illinois Central Railroad Coini>any, find inipinved

it.

On the 1.5th of August, 1862, Mr. Mosher en-

listed in Company K, One Hundred and Seventh

Illinois Infantr}-. First going to Kentucky, from
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there tliey were ordered to Tennessee, where he

took part in the engagement at Salina, his com-

pany being detailed to destroy a rebel supply de-

pot at that place. After serving a year witli the

One Hundred and Seventh, he was transferred to

Battery K, First Illinois Light Artiller3-. Crossing

the mountains, his service was in P^ast Tennessee,

and helped to fortify Knoxville. He was on tlie

Stoneman raid into Virginia and North Carolina,

the cliief business of his command being to raid

and destro.y supplies. He was never wounded or

taken prisoner. Having served faitlifully until

June, 18fi5, he was honorably discharged at Spring-

field, 111. From the effects of his artillery service

he has lost the hearing of his right ear, and par-

tially that of the left.

After leaving the army, Mr. Mosher engaged in

merchandising at Wenona, 111., and in the fall of

1866 came to Gilman, where he engaged in the

lumber business with Hiram Baker for about two

years.. In the meantime he started in the real-

estate line, helping to lay out the Dent & Mo-

sher Addition to Gilman. At that time all south

of the railroad was prairie land, but now it has

been transformed until it is the most beautiful

part of the city, adorned with shade trees and

supplied with the best of flowing water. He lias

since followed the real-estate business, in connec-

tion with other enterprises. In 1874, ni company

with A. Powell, he embarked in general mer-

chandising, and it is safe to say they carry the larg-

est stock in the county. In addition to his city

propertj', our subject owns about one thousand

acres of farm land.

In La Salle Countj', the destiny of Mr. Mosher

was united with that of Miss Elizabeth S. Baker,

their marriage being celebrated December 20, 1860.

She was the daughter of Hiram and Angeline

(Shoudler) Baker, both natives of Washington

County, N. Y. In 1854, Mr. Baker emigrated to

Hermann, Mo., where he had a contract to grade a

part of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Two years

later he removed to La Salle County, where he en-

gaged in farming. He came to Gilman in August,

1866, and here he died in 1871, at the age of flft^'

nine 3'ears. His widow makes her home with Mrs.

Mosher, and has attained the age of eighty years.

Mrs. Mosher is one of four children, having two

brothers and one sister: Kenneth, the eldest; Mrs.

Florence James, of Onekama, TMich.; and George,

who is station agent at La Ilarpe, 111. The latter

served over three years in the Thirty-seventh Illi-

nois Infantry. Mr. and Mrs. Mosher have a fam-

ily of four children: Frank and Guy are partners

in their father's store; Charles W., who also assists

in the business; and Angie L. All of the children

have received good educational advantages.

Mr. Mosher is recognized as one of the leading

business men of the county. In manner he is de-

cidedly outspoken, and all of his affairs are con-

ducted strictly on business principles. As a man

of honor and integritv he ishighlv esteemed.

LMET POWELL, of the firm of A. Powell

& Co., leading merchants of Gilman, was

born in the town of New Baltimore, Al-

^ bany County, N. Y., March 20, 1846, and

is a son of Leander and Estiier C. (Smith) Powell.

The Powell family springs from Welsh ancestors

who settled in New York. The family has mainly

followed agricultural pursuits. Both liis father

and mother were natives of Albany County. In

1855, tliey came to Illinois and settled in Peoria

County, where the father followed farming until

the breaking out of the war, wlicn he moved across

the line into Lawn Ridge, Marshall County, where

he engaged in merchandising, and there spent his

last years. Politically he was first a Whig, then

a Republican until Greeley's race for the Presi-

dency, and afterwards a Democrat. He was reared

as a member of the Society of Friends, but at the

time of his death was a ineinbRu of the Congrega-

tional Church, as is his wife. He passed away Jan-

uary 3, 189-2, at the age of seventy-one 3-ears and

five months, and his wife still surviveshim, living

in Peoria, and having attained the age of sixty-

nine years. Unto them were liorn five children,

the eldest being our subject; INIarsden, who is en-

gaged in the milling business at Montgomery,

Minn.; Miss Anna A., a well-known teacher of elo-
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cution in tlie Chautauqua Circles; Mina, wife of

O. C. Slaine, a liardware merchant of Peoria; and

Cassius N'., who resides on the old homestead in

Marshall County.

Mr. Powell, whose name heads this sketch, lived

on his father's farm until fifteen years of age,

following the usual pursuits of farmer lads, and

receiving a district-school education. Having mer-

chandised with his father in Marshall County

for a time, they then established a store in Oilman,

March 20, 1871, carrying a general line of mer-

chandise. Soon after Mr. H. C. Moshcr and .John O.

Dent purchased his father's interest, and later Mr.

Dent purchased Mr. Mosher's interest, and thus

tiie business was continued until 1874, at which

time Mr. Mosher purchased Mr. Dent's interest.

The business was first carried on under the title

of II. C. Mosher & Co., then Dent & Powell, and

since 1880 has been done under the firm name of

A. Powell ife Company, the firm consisting of A
Powell, II. C. Frank and Guy Mosher. They

carr}' the largest stock in the county. In 1883

they built their fine brick store, wliich is a model

of convenience and a credit to Oilman. Mr.

Powell owns three hundred and twenty acres of

improved land in Nobles County-, Minn., beside a

half-interest in four hundred and eighty acres in

Iroquois County.

In Kewaaee, III., he was united in marriage

with .Tennie E. Smith, who lived about nine years

after their marriage. To them was born one

daughter, Estella, who died when about two years

old. In Oilman, he was married to ^Irs. Cordelia

E. Teale, nee Bortliwick, on the 18th of October,

1881. She was born in the Empire State, in Albanj-

County, and is a lady of Scotch descent. She has

a sou by her former marriage, who now bears the

nanie of Bruce B. Powell, and is at present a stu-

dent of the Northwestern rniversity. at Evanston.

111.

Politically, Mr. Powell is a Republican, though

not an otiice-seeker, preferring to devote his entire

attention to his business interests, though careful

to never neglect the duties of citizenship. He has

been a member of the Masonic order since twenty-

one years of age. He is a successful business man,

well and favorably known throughout the com-

munity. He started in life a poor boy. but by in-

dustry and good business methods has become

financially one of the substantial citizens of Oil-

man. From the lowest round of the ladder of life,

he has mounted step by step until he has reached

his present position of affluence and success.

NTHONY MILLER, a hardware merchant

®*jO of Loda, claims Oermany as the land of

III
li his birth, which occurred in the king-

dom of Bavaria in the month of March,

1840. He is a son of Dominick and Elizabeth

(Wolf) Miller, both of whom were also natives of

German}'. Seven children were born unto them,

six sons and one daughter, as follows: John,

George, Joseph, Michael, Anthony, Kate, and a

son who died in infancy. The parents spent their

entire lives in the Fatherland, and both died about

the year 1860.

Our subject was tlie fifth in order of birth in the

Miller family. The days of his boyhood were

spent in the land of his nativity, and his educa-

tion was acquired in the public schools. About

18.')6, when a youth of sixteen j'ears, he crossed

the broad Atlantic to America and made his first

location in Pennsylvania, working as a farm hand

by the month in the Keystone State for about five

years. On the expiration of that period, he

started Westward, and in 1863 came to Illinois,

locating in Iroquois County. He purchased a

farm of eight}' acres in Loda Township, about

three miles from the village of Loda, and for

some time successfully engaged in agricultural

pursuits. Init at length abandoned that occupation

in order to turn his attention to mercantile in-

terests.

It was in 1868 that Ml'. Miller was united in

marriage with Miss Margaret Ilelmuth. By their

union have been born five children, four sons

and a daughter, all of whom save one are still

under the parental roof. They are: George S., a

practicing phj'sician of Cissna Park, III.; Charles

A., Anthony. John A. and Elizabeth, who com-

plete the famiU'. The parents are both members
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of the Catholic Church and are well-known citi-

zens of this community, who have gained a wide

circle of friends and acquaintances.

It was in 1880 that Mr. Miller left his farm and

removed to the village of Loda and purchased the

hardware stock of Charles Harwood. Since that

time he has been engaged in his present line of

business continually. He carries a full and com-

plete stock, consisting of hardware, stoves, tin-

ware, etc. In connection with this, he also owns

a lumber yard. By his fair and honest dealing

and courteous treatment he has secured a liberal

patronage, which he well deserves, and is now
reaping a good income therefrom. He possesses

good business ability, is systematic and method-

ical, and has won prosperity' through his own well-

directed efforts. Mr. Miller may truly be called a

self-made man, for he came to this country

empty-handed and has steadily worked his waj-

upward, overcoming the obstacles and difficulties

in his path, until we now find him one of Loda's

well-to-do citizens.

THOMAS H. GRAY, for twentj'-three years

a farmer of Iroquois County, was born in

Ashland County, Ohio, his birth occurring

February 8, 1832. He is a son of Heniy and

Margaretta (Brown) Gray. The father was born

in the northern part of Ireland, and was one of

five children, four sons and one daughter, of whom
three came to America. William located in Canada;

Hugh came to the United States in the interest of

a large estate left for the family in the Old Country,

and which is due the descendants. Their grand-

father Gray went from Scotland to Ireland, and

there acquired the right to a large tract of land

for a long term of years, which on his death should

have fallen to his children. When sixteen years of

age, the father of our subject came to the United

States, and located at Lyonstown, N. Y. He was

a farmer and speculator. He there married Miss

Brown, a native of the Empire State, and of Irish

descent. Soon after his marriage, Mr. Gray re-

moved to Pennsylvania, and later to Ashland

County, Ohio. In 1836, he went by ox-team to

Peoria County, 111., where he was among the first

pioneers. He broke much of the prairie, usingnine

yoke of oxen, receiving $9 per acre for his services.

At that time the idea prevailed that the raw prairie

land must be plowed ver3' deep. He was quite an

extensive farmer in that count}'. Politicall}' he

was a Democrat. His death occurred from the ef-

fects of a fall from a horse, when he was but foi'ty-

six years of age. His wife still survives him, and

lives in California, at the ripe old age of ninety-

two. She is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

Our subject is the seventh child of his father's fam-

ily, which consisted of eight sons and one daugh-

ter, six of whom survive. He received his education

in- the pioneer schools and suffered the privations

incident to the opening up of a new country.

Since sixteen years of age he has made his own

way in the world. At that time he commenced

learning the miller's trade, two years later going

to St. Louis, where he completed his apprenticeship.

For twenty-one years he followed that occupation

in St. Louis and in I'eoria. He was a first-class

miller, and though getting $1,800 per j'ear and his

house, failing health caused him to leave the busi-

ness. In 1869 he came to Iroquois County, where

he had purchased one hundred and six acres of

land near Ashkum. There he farmed for several

j-ears, and then returned for two years to the mill-

ing trade. In 1880, he came to his present farm

of one hundred and sixty acres. The land was

nearly all under water at the time of his purchase.

He is a firm believer in the efficacy of tiling, and

has placed about twenty-eight thousand tiles upon

his farm, and has also added many other improve-

ments.

Mr. Gray was united in marriage at Pekin, 111.,

with Miss Sarah J. AVilliaras, a native of Ohio. The

ceremony was performed September 23, 1863. Mrs.

Gray came with her parents to Tazewell County,

111., when young. The union of our subject was

blessed with four children, Clara, Mar^-, Nina and

Ollie. Mrs. Gray passed to theliome beyond No-

vember 23, 1889, her death being much regretted

by all who knew her.

Mr. Gray has never been an office-seeker, though

he has ample ability to fill any local position. He
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has served as Highway Commissioner. Politically

he lias affiliated with the Democratic party. He is

a Thirty-first Degree Mason in the Scottish Rite. As

a farmer, he is practical, enterprising and progress-

ive, and by his upright dealings with his fellow-

citizens he has commanded the respect and esteem

of all who know him.

,=0.

I
flOHN W. HUTCHISON, who for ten years

has been connected with the business inter-

^^.^1 I

ests of Donovan as one of its leading mer-

^f^f) chants, and a well-known citizen of the

county, was born in Switzerland Countj', Ind.,

October 7, 1841, and is a son of R. D. and Eliza-

beth (Mountz) Hutchison, the former a native of

Virginia, and the latter of Indiana. The Hutchi-

son family is of English descent. The father of

our subject was only three j-ears of age when with

his parents he went to Indiana. He grew to man-

hood upon a farm in that State, and after his mar-

riage disposed of his property and removed with

his family to Adair County, Mo., in 1865. He
there purchased land, and ui)On that farm made his

home until his death, which occurred in 1889, at the

age of eighty-seven years. He started in life in

limited circumstances, but b^' perseverance and

industr3' became w^ell-to-do, and at his death his

possessions were valued at ¥30,000. In politics

he was originally a Whig, and cast his first vote for

John t^iuincy Adams. He became a strong Aboli-

tionist, and on the organization of the Republican

party, formed to prevent the further extension

of slavery, he joined its ranks, and from 18.56 un-

til his death supported that party. He was a

prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, in which he served as Class-leader, and

his home was always open for the reception of the

pioneer preacher.

In early life Mr. Hutchison manifested a love

for study, displa^ying special aptitude in school,

and at the age of sixteen he began teaching in

the public schools of Switzerland County, Ind. He
afterward attended school in Battle Cround, Ind.,

for a few months; then began teaching in Howard

County, and for nearl}' two years afterward was a

student in Kokonio (Ind.) Normal School. While

teaching in Noithern Indiana, he organized the

first Union League in Clinton Count3', procuring a

charter from Oliver P. Morton, with whom he was

personally acquainted. In 1864 he enlisted in

Company F, Fifty-first Indiana Infantry, and

served for thirteen months during the late war.

He participated in the battles of Franklin and

Nashville, Tenn., and at the battle of Nashville

was taken sick, being confined in the hospital for

about five weeks. With the exception of that

time, he was always ready for duty, and proved a

faithful soldier. On the 11th of July, 1865, he

was honorably discharged.

After the close of the war, Jlr. Hutchison le-

moved with his father's famil3' to Missouri, where

he spent a short time in 1862. During that

trip he had purchased two hundred acres of land,

which he still owns. In connection with Prof.

Baldwin, he organized the Normal School in

Kirksville, Mo., in 1866, and for eleven w^eeks

school convened in the Christian Church, until

suitable quarters could be obtained. Mr. Hutchi-

son was connected with the school as teacher for

nearlj' two years. He then turned his attention to

farming and shipping stock in the summer season,

while he taught somewhat longer in the winter

months. He followed that profession altogether

for sixteen years.

While living in ilissouri, !Mr. IhUcliison re-

turned to Clinton Country, Ind., and the object of

his journey was seen when he brought back with

him a bride. On the 16th of September, 1866, he

wedded Miss Hannah Campbell, who was born in

Clinton County, December 18, 1846. Unto them

have been born two children: Florence, born in

Adair County, Mo., January 1, 1874, became the

wife of William Wallace on tiie 17tli of August,

1892; M3-rtle was boin in Adair Count\-, October

8, 1879.

Mr. Hutchison continued to make Ijis home in

Missouri until 1883. He made additional pur-

chases of land while there, so that lie now owns

four hundred and thirty .acres, all under a high

state of cultivation. To agricultural pursuits he



480 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

devoted his energies until failing health caused

him to seel? a change of location and work, and in

1883 he removed his family to Donovan, where

he opened up a general merchandise store. He

carries a full and complete stock, and from the be-

ginning his trade has constantly increased, until

he now enjoys a liberal patronage and is doing a

thriving business. Mr. and Mrs. Hutchison are

members of the Presbyterian Church, and their

daughter Florence belongs to the Methodist Epis-

copal Church. He cast his first Presidential vote

for Gen. IT. S. Grant, in 1868, and has since been

a stalwart Republican. For three years he has

served as Supervisor. He ranks high in business

circles, and has the confidence of all with whom
he has come in contact. The Hutchison family

is one of prominence in this community, their

home is the abode of hospitality, and their friends

are many.

^^P:0RGE MAKTIN is numbered among the

jlj
(_-, leading farmers of Belmont Township. He

^^( resides on section 10, where he has made

his home since 1888. He was born in Washington

County, Pa., July 22, 1833, and isason of Ephraim

and Catharine (Featherling) Martin. His father,

a native of Virginia, was there reared to manhood

and when a young man he removed to Washing-

ton County, Pa., where he met and married Miss

Featherling, a native of that State. In 1840, they

left tlie East and in an old-fashioned wagon drawn

by four horses started for Iroquois County, 111.

On reaching their destination, Mr. Martin settled

in Belmont Township, where he purchased one

hundred and sixt^' acres of land, and increasing

the farm to two hundred and forty acres, there

made his home until his death, which occurred in

1852, at the age of fifty years. His wife passed

away the year previous, and both were buried in

Vennum Cemetery. In polities he was a Demo-

crat.

The Martin familj' numbered six children, who

came with the parents to this county; Anna,

the widow of Ferman Moore, resides with her

brother John, in Belmont Township; Nancy, widow

of Samuel Rush, is living in Milford; George is

the next younger; Eliza is now deceased; John

owns and operates the old homestead; and An-

drew J., who completes the family, died in child-

hood.

The subject of this sketch was only seven years

of age when he came with his parents to Illinois.

This county was then an almost unimproved

wilderness. The prairies were covered with rosin

weeds, which grew to the height of several feet

There were few cleared spaces, and the countj'

gave little promise of the progress which was so

soon to transform it from a wild, undeveloped

region to a tract of rich fertility. Mr. Martin

during the summer months aided in breaking the

wild land and developing a farm, and in the win-

ter season he attended school, which met in an

old log building, the floor and ceiling of which were

made of puncheon. The seats were of slabs set

up on pins, and to furnish light a log had been

taken out and a long row of glass put in. The

desks were ranged around the wall on pins inserted

between the logs. The smoke from the huge fire

place made its way upward through a mud and

stick chimney.

At the age of twenty, on his father's death, Mr.

Martin left school, for the management of the farm

fell upon him. His mother was also deceased, but

for some time afterward the family remained to-

gether. In 1884, our subject vvas married and

left the home farm. On the 1st of May, in Bel-

mont Township, he wedded Adelia Zumwalt, who

was born in Tazewell County, and is a daughter

of Christian and Selinda (Oder) Zumwalt; the

latter came to this State in 1835, and are residents

of Sheldon Township. By their union have been

born three children: Ernest, who died in infancy;

Virgie M., born June 23, 1887; and Nellie, born

April 18, 1889.

Mr. Martin has alliliated with the Republican

party since attaining his majority. He cast his

first Presidential vote in 1856 for Gen. John C.

Fremont. In local elections, however, he su[)ports

the man whom he thinks best qualified for the

olfice, regardless of party affiliations. He has

often attended the conventions of his party, and
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lias filled .1 number of minor oflicos, but has never

been a politician in the sense of ctlice-serking.

Mr. Martin's first purchase of land consisted of

one Inindred and twenty acres in lielmont Town-
ship, which he bought previous to his marriage.

Himself and wife there began their domestic life,

making it their home for four years, when he sold

and bought one hundred and sixty acres in Cres-

cent Township, which he afterward sold, and

bought two hundred acres on sections 10 and 11,

where ho resided four years. He now owns his

home farm of two hundred acres, two hundred

and ten acres of the old Martin homestead on sec-

tion 33, and one hundred and twenty acres on sec-

tion 35, also ten acres on section 21, making in ail

five hundred and forty acres in Belmont Town-
ship. He has recentlj- purchased forty acres in

IMiddlejJort Township, giving him a grand total

of five hundred and eighty acres. Throughout his

entire life he has followed farming, and has met with

excellent success in his undertakings. During the

thirty- two j'ears of his residence here he has wit-

nessed almost the entire growth and development

of the count}-, has seen the introduction of the

railroads, and has seen its wild prairie transformed

into beautiful homes and farms, while towns and

villages, have sprung up. He has ever borne

his part in the work of advancement, and it is with

pleasure that we present to our readers the sketch

of this honored pioneer, George Martin.

ILLIAM L. KI>'SMAN, who is engaged in

r/
general merchandising in Loda, and also

™'^ deals in grain and coal, has been con-

nected with the mercantile interests of this place

for many years, and for the past ten years has car-

ried on business in his present line. A native of

Canada, he was born on the 18th of November,

1857, and is of English descent. His father,

Thomas Kinsman, was bora in England, and after

attaining to mature years was united in marriage

with MLsss. Harriet Cotton, also a native of that

country, and a daughter of John Cotton, who emi-

grated to Canada in 184(1, and there died at the

W

ripe old age of eighty-three years. In 1868,

Thomas Kinsman emigrated with his family to the

United States, locating in Loda, where he has since

made his home. He is a blacksmith by trade, and

during much of his life followed that occupation,

but for the past four years he has been engaged in

buying and shipping hay. In the Kinsman family

were eleven children, eight of whom are now liv-

ing, namel}': Sarah, Thomas .1., William L., George

AV., .Silas Henry, Charles C, Gertrude F., and Min-

nie. Louisa, the eldest; Erankie. and Frederick,

the youngest, are now deceased.

William Kinsman, whose n.ame heads this record,

spent the first ten years of his life in Canada, and

then came with his parents to Illinois. He ac-

quired a good English education in the public

schools, and entered upon his business career as

clerk for .Tohn Weinandt, a general merchant of

Loda, in whose employ he remained for about four

years. Having by his industiy and perseverance

acquired some capital in that time, he then pur-

chased the grocery stock of C. Livingston, but two

years later sold out his store to J. A. Hill, and pur-

chased the general store of his old employer, John

AVeinandt, in 1882. He has since carried on busi-

ness in the line of general merchandising, and is

now enjoying a liberal patronage.

A marriage ceremony performed on the 24th of

April, 1879, united the destinies of Mr. William

Kinsman and Miss Laura J. Stroup, daughter of

Emanuel and Mary Ann (Ohl) Stroup, of Loda,

111. Two children grace their union: Louisa M.,

who was born September 11, 1883; and Nora L.,

who was born September 24, 1892. The par-

ents are both members of the Congregational

Church. They are prominent and highly lespected

people throughout the community, who hold an

enviable position in social circles, while their own
home is the abode of hospitality.

Mr. William Kinsman exercises his right of fran-

chise in support of the Republican party, and is a

warm advocate of its principles. He is at present

Village Magistrate, which office he has held for the

long period of twelve years, and for eight years he

has served as Town Clerk, discharging his duties

with promptness and fidelity, which has led to his

frequent re-election, and won him the commenda-
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tion of all concerned. Sociall}', he is a member of

Abraham Jonas Lodge No. 316, A.F. & A.M. He

started out in life emptj'-handed, but has steadily

worked his way upward to a position among the

substantial citizens of the community, and in ad-

dition to his business as a general merchant, he

does a good business as a dealer in coal and grain.

ICHAEL DRINAN, one of the earliest set-

tlers of Douglas Township, owns a farm

on section 28. He was born in the parish

of Glenville, County Cork, Ireland, his

l)irtli having occurred on the 29th of September,

1826. He is a son of Eugene and Catherine (Hag-

erty) Drinan, and is the youngest in his father's

familj' which numbered eleven children. He passed

his early years in a manner usual to farmer lads

—

work, recreation and education each receiving a

portion of his time and attention. He was the

only member of the household who, leaving the

parental roof, said good-bye to the friends and

scenes of his j'outh. Turning his face Westward,

he set sail upon the broad Atlantic for Ameiica,

starting from Queenstown on the 8th qf April,

1853. On account of adverse winds, the voyage

was not completed until the 19th of Ma^-, at which

time he finall3' arrived in New York.

On the 16th of September, 1855, he took for his

helpmate in life Miss Catherine Donahue, a native

of the parish of Water Grass Hill, County Cork,

Ireland. She was born in December, 1832, and is a

daughter of Patrick and Catherine(Berry)Donahue,

both of whom spent their lives in Ireland. Mrs.

Drinan is the ninth child in order of birth of a

family of eleven children. She crossed the ocean

on the same vessel as did her future husband. Mr.

and Mrs. Drinan have ten children: Thomas, at

home; Katie, the wife of Thomas Greely, a farmer

of Douglas Township; Patrick, a farmer; Mary, at

home; Eugene, a farmer; Nellie, also at home;

Michael W., a harness-maker of Danforth ; Timothy

J., John and Cornelius.

In 1867, Mr. Drinan purchased one hundred

and twenty acres of land, on which he removed his

family the following year. After his arrival in

this countr}', he found that he was in the posses-

sion of but very little money. For ten years he

worked at whatever promised him an honest dol-

lar. A few months of that time he worked on the

railroad, and in 1865 commenced farming on forty

acres of rented land in La Salle County, which he

continued at for three years. In 1867, Mr. Drinan,

as before stated, bought his farm of one hundred

and twenty acres in this county, and came here in

March, 1868. At that time no improvements had

been made upon the land, but he has since erected

good buildings, and has his farm under a high

state of cultivation. Aided by his family, he has

made what he has to-daj-—a fine property' of three

hundred and twenty acres, all of which is under

cultivation.

Mr. Drinan and his family are all Catholics. He

is a Democrat, in political sentiment, but has never

sought office. He is one of the numerous examples

which America affords of self-made men, who,

starting in life among strangers, and almost with-

out a dollar, have steadily pressed onward, never

daunted bj' discouragement or failure, until success

has crowned their effort. He has reared his family

comfortably and well, and given them good edu-

cational advantages, with which the\' are prepared

to meet life's battles. His wife and family have

all put a shoulder to the wheel, and have done all

that ready hands and willing hearts could do to

assist them, and, as the result of their united efforts,

prosperity has blessed them. For twenty-four

years Mr. Drinan has been a resident of this county,

and has witnessed much of the growth and devel-

opment thereof.

^^)HOMAS GATES MORRIS, the leading mer-

li^^ chant of LaHogue, was born in Bloom

^^^ Township, Cook County, 111., October 28,

1850. His parents, Charles and Sarah (Thomas)

Morris, are represented in the sketch of Free P.

Morris on another page of this work. Our sub-

ject spent the days of his boyhood on a farm and
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in the district schools. Subsequently, he was grad-

uated from the Chicago High School. He also

spent a year tiicre as a teacher. Having become

a stockholder in the Danville (111.) Wrought Iron

Works, he was chosen a member of the Board of

Directors and also elected Cashier, iu whicli ca-

pacity he served for some two years. The follow-

ing year he spent traveling in the West.

Returning to Danville, our subject led to the

marriage altar Miss Emma, daughter of Judge E.

S. Terry, who at the time of his death was legal

adviser to the Adjutant-Crleneral at Washington,

1). C. This was during Garfield's administration.

Tlie wedding cercmonj' was performed on tlie 23d

of October, 1878. Three children have blessed

this union: Bernice, Ross Terry and Elizabeth

Cora.

The year succeeding his marriage, Mr. Morris

came to La Hogue, where he has since engaged in

general merchandising. He built the first store in

town, and since coming to this place h!»s carried

on business with marked success and enterprise,

and now has the best store in the town. In addi-

tion to his merchandising interests, he owns the

lumber business and carries on farming, having a

fertile and well-improved farm one-fourth of a

mile west of La Hogue, on whicli he makes his

home.

Politicalh', our subject is a Republican, having

cast his first Presidential vote for Rutherford B.

Hayes. Socially, he is a Mason, belonging to Piper

City Lodge No. 608, A. F. & A. M.; Fairbury

Chapter No. 99, R. A. M.; and Mt. Olivet Com-
mandery No. 38, K. T. Both Mr. and Mrs. Morris

take an active part in the work of the Methodist

Episcopal Church of La Hogue, of which he is

.Steward .and Trustee. For five years he has also

been Superintendent of the .Sunday-school. He
has served his fellow-citizens as I'ostmaster to

their satisfaction. Through the efforts of Mr.

Morris and others the La Hogue Drainage

District was organized in May, 1891, and he

was chosen a member of the Board of Com-
missioners. The ditch is seven and one-half

miles long and gives ample draining to twelve

thousand acres of as fine land as the State af-

fords. An estimate of liie value of this ditch to

the district can scarcely be made. Mr. Morris has

proved himself a competent business man of enter-

prise .and integrit}'. When he commenced in busi-

ness in La Hogue he had but $275 capital, and by

close attention to his interests and by the exer-

cise of good judgment has acquired a hand-

some property. He is a public-spirited man,

always ready to take an active part in whatever

tends to the advancement of the people's best in-

terests.

^^

W^ILLIAM T. HOOVER, for thirty years a

resident of this county and one of its first

„ „ pioneers, owns a farm on section 24,

Danforth Township. His birth occurred on the

3d of March, 1830, in Muskingum County, Ohio.

He is the son of Cornelius A. Hoover, a native of

Allegany County', Md., who grew to maturity, and

there married Rebecca Thomas, who was born in

the same State. The grandfather of our subject

was born in Germany and was one of tiie pioneer

settlers of the State of Maryland. Cornelius

Hoover was drafted into the service of the War of

1812, but peace was declared before his services

were demanded. Mr. Hoover removed to Ohio at

an early day and settled in the wilderness, where

he opened up a farm and there resided for several

years. In 1840 he removed to Indiana and lo-

cated in the wilderness of Tippecanoe County.

He also cleared and developed a farm there. After

rearing his familv to mature years he went to

White County, Ind. Near the close of his life he

lost his e3-e-sight, and spent about two years with

his son, the subject of this sketch, in his Illinois

home. Later, he went to Missouri and located

a farm near Pleasant Hill, Cass County, where he

lived until his death, which occurred in 1872.

His wife died about two years later.

William T. Hoover grew to manhood in Indiana,

and received such a limited education as could be

obtained in the district schools of that earl^^

day. He is the eldest son and the fourth in

order of birth in his parents' family The eldest,

Catherine, grew to mature years and died in
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Missouri, as did her sister Elizabeth, who was

the wife of James McKinnej'; Martha, now de-

ceased; Wiimina is the wife of William Foster, of

Pleasant Hill, Mo.; Sevillia is the wife of Joseph

Denton, of the above-named place; William T.,

our subject; Andrew J. is a native of Kates

Count}-, Mo.; and Calvin S., also a farmer in

Western Missouri. The brothers were in the

army and served through the war.

Our subject remained with his father on the

farm until he had reached his majority and then

farmed for himself. For some time he carried on

a farm in Benton County, Ind., and then sold his

property there and removed to Illinois. He pur-

chased a farm without improvements in Douglas

Township, Iroquois County, in 1862. He first

bought one hundred and tliree acres, on which he

built fences and farm buildings and in many other

ways improved, lie now has one hundred and

eighty-one acres of arable and well-developed land,

on which he has a fine large residence. The place

is well tiled and is considered a most desirable

and valuable piece of property.

In Benton County, Ind., on March 22, 1860, Mr.

Hoover led to the marriage altar Almira Hunt,

who was born in Indiana, in Randolph County.

She is a daughter of Lewis Hunt, one of the hon-

ored pioneers of that county, to which place he

came from Kentucky. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoover

were born three children: Lewis, who is married

and carries on the home farm. He has three chil-

dren: May, Elmira and William. Lydia Jane is

the wife of John Cox, a farmer of this county.

In their family' are two children, Elmira and Nora.

Andrew Jackson died at the age of three years

and ten months.

Mr. Hoover is in sympathy with the Republican

party and has always cast his ballot for the nomi-

nees of that party. He has never asked for or ac-

cepted official positions, preferring to give his time

and attention to his farm and business interests;

nevertheless, he is a man who faithfuUv discharges

the duties of citizenship and ever does all in his

power to uphold right measures and to advance

the welfare of the community. He and his

worthy wife are ever ready to lend a helping

hand to the need}' and have reared and educated

a number of orphan children. At present they

have with them two orphans: William Anderson,

who was born in New York; and Mamie Parks,

whose parents are likewise deceased and who
is a native of this county. Mrs. Hoover is a

member of the United Brethren Church and is

accounted one of its most beloved and respected

members.

^^+^1

^^^EORGE W. LANEY,one of the earlies

[If (=^ tiers of Iroquois Count}-, is a nati\

"^^:^1 Peiins\'lvania, his birth having occurrt

fiEORGE W. LANEY, one of the earliest set-

of

nsj'lvania, his birth having occurred on

the 10th of December, 1830, in Greene County.

He is :i son of John and Margaret (Huffman)

Laney. His father was of Irish descent, and l\is

grandfather came to America direct from Ireland.

On the m.aternal side the family is of German ex-

traction, but the mother's birth occurred in Penn-

sylvania. About the year 1837, the parents of our

subject removed to Clarke Couulj-, Ohio, and pur-

chased a farm near Springfield. In 1852, thej-

went to Ogle County, 111., where, after residing

some three years, they removed to McLean Count}".

In Ohio, Mr. Laney had carried on farming, and

in addition to that kept a grocery, but after

coming to McLean County he followed agricul-

tural pursuits until the village of Towanda was

started, when he again embarked in the grocery

trade. Both he and his wife lived at that place

until their deaths. He died when he had reached

the age of sixty-two years. In politics, he was a

Democrat, and his wife was a member of the Bap-

tist Church. The family consisted of five sons

and one daughter.

The subject of this sketch was the second child

of his father's family, and his early days were

spent upon the farm. He had very poor chances

of obtaining an education, as his father was a

poor man, not able to pay for his schooling.

However, as soon as he was old enough to run er-

rands, he was hired out, receiving for his service

$1 per month. Until twenty-<ine years of age, he

faithfully turned over to his father his small earn-
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ings. After coining to Ogle County, he, in com-

pany witli his father and brothers, purchased a

piece of land, which lie tilled for three years.

On the 5th of April, 1856, !Mr. Laney was mar-

ried to 5Irs. Alvina Alford,a daughter of John and

Elizabeth (Hunt) Ferrel. Mr. Ferrel was a native

I if Kentucky and of Irish extraction- His wife

was born near Jamestown, Va., and, when eight

years of age, accom|)anied her parents to Ken-

tucivv, wliere slie was afterward married. She was

of Welsh descent. Mr. and Mrs. Ferrel were

among the pioneers of Lawrence County, Ky.,and

about 1830 they removed to Green Count}-, and

opened up a farm in the woods. In 1843, they

emigrated to Ogle Count}', 111., wliere their remain-

ing days were spent. Mr. Ferrel followed farming

for a livelihood, and was a strong supporter of

the Democracy. While living in Lawrence County,

Ind., he served as Sheriff, and also held a number

of minor offices, such as Magistrate and Constable.

Botli he and his wife were members of the Epis-

copal Church. He lived to be fifty-five and she

sixty-eight years of age, and at their deaths they

left a wide circle of friends and relatives to mourn

their loss. Of their family of eleven children but

four are now living: Jlrs. Laney, the wife of our

subject; Mrs. Martha Gilbert, of Oregon, 111.; Mrs.

Sarah Jenkins, residing near Masonville, Iowa;

and Daniel, who gallantly served in the Union

cause during the late war, and now lives at Oregon,

111.

The birth of Mrs. Laney occurred in Lawrence

County, Ind., on the 1st of September, 1820. Be-

fore leaving Indiana, she was married, on the 10th

of September, 1840, to Thomas Alford, a native

of Tennessee. In 1842, Mr. Alford moved to Ogle

County, where he engaged in farming. Subse-

quently, he removed to Galena, where he died of

the cholera during the prevalence of that scourge.

Of this marriage were born six children, of whom
two, Erva,wife of Harrison Nichols, of Nebraska;

and Harriet, wife of Benjamin F. Heller, living

near Bloomington, 111., now survive. Unto Mr.

Laney and his wife were born two children: John,

who died when two years old; and George D., a tal-

ented young man, posses-^od of wonderful me-

chanical genius, married Nettie \'orys, who died,

leaving four children. He died November 13,

1892, and is buried in the Oilman cemeterv.

In 1857, our subject moved to ^IcLean Count.y,

where he farmed until 1868. That year witnessed

his arrival in Iroquois County, where he had pur-

chased eighty acres in what is now Danforth

Township, and on which he proceeded to make
some improvements. Two years later, he pur-

chased eighty acres of his present farm, and has

since added to this original tract, until he now
owns two hundred and one and a-lialf acres, on
which he has erected first-class buildings. He has

brought his property under a high state of culti-

vation, and is numbered among the thrifty and
prosperous farmers of Douglas Township. Mr.

Laney helped to make the switch at La Hogue.

The land on which the village was started be-

longed to T. J. Laney, a brother, and a Mr. Hogue.

The name of the village was formed by adding

one syllable of Mr. Laney 's name to that of Mr.

Hogue. Jlr. Laney started in life as a hired farm

hand, and by good business investment and care-

ful industry is now one of the most successful and
well-to-do farmers of his township. He is one of

the earliest settlers of this region, and has seen the

deer and wolves in all parts of this now fertile

farming section. At that time it was almost

wholly covered with water. In politics, Mr. Laney
is a supporter of the Democratic party and prin-

ciples, and has held many minor offices, such as

School Director and Pathmaster. Mrs. Lane}- is a

member of tlic Methodist Episcopal Church.

=3**-{-*'^i

FLWIN HULL, who is extensively engaged

in farming and stock-iaising in Artesia
'*'—

^

Township, is uurabcred among the early

settlers of the county, dating his residence from

1853. He has lived in this township longer than

any other now residing in it. He was born in

Delaware County, Ohio, on the 27th of March,

1843. His father, Japheth Hull, was a native of

Crawford Count}-, Ohio, born March 3, 1821, aud

after attaining to mature years married, Marcli 3,

1842, Betsy Lusk, a native of Genesee Count}', of
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N. Y., born November 1, 1822. In 1853, they

emigrated to Iroquois County, 111., locating in

what is now Onarga Township, although the town-

ship was not then organized. A year later they

removed to what is now Artesia Township, set-

tling on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres

near Buckley, wliere they resided for twenty-one

3X'ars, and where the children grew to manhood and

womanhood. Japheth Hull engaged in farming,

and by his industry and enterprise won success.

At the time of his death he owned six hundred

and thirteen aci-es of well-improved land. He

died on the 25th of October, 1876, at the age of

fifty-five years. Japheth Hull was a prominent

man in political affairs. In an early da}' he was a

strong Abolitionist, being a conductor on the Un-

derground Railroad. On the rise of the Free Soil

party, he joined its ranks, and then the Republican

party, continuing in the last as long as he lived.

He had held a number of official positions; for

several terms he was a member of the Board of

Supervisors, and for sixteen years was .lustice of

the Peace, besides holding minor offices. Socially

he was a Master Mason. In 1850, he went over-

land to California, where he worked bp the

month and mined; he met with good success,

but lost $8,000 by loaning it to a man in

whom he had such confidence that he took his in-

dividual note. In 1853, he returned by Cape

Horn and New York Cit}'. The same year he

came on horseback to Iroquois County, and lo-

cated the farm he owned at the time of his death.

Returning to Ohio, he moved his family out by

teams. When he located here his nearest neighbor

on the north was four miles away; on the east

five miles; west, eighteen; and on the south thirty-

five miles. Their post-office was old Middleport,

at a distance of twenty-five miles. His widow is

still living, and although seventy' 3'ears of age

is hale and hearty, and superintends the man-

agement of her farm. Unto this worthy couple

were born five children, two sons and three daugh-

ters, of whom four are yet living; Elwin, Elraer>

Alice and Alwilda. Alma, the third in order of

birth, died March 3, 1872.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of ten years

when with his parents he came to Iroquois County

where he has since made his home. He has wit-

nessed much of the growth and upbuilding of the

county, has aided in its development, and has

ever borne his part in its onward progress. He
was reared amid the wild scenes of frontier life,

and his educational advantages were those afl'orded

b}' the old-time subscription and labor district

schools of the neighborhood. On the 12th of

November, 1873, he was united in marriage with

Sadie R. Kerns, daughter of Jacob and Hannah

(P^ntrekin) Kerns. Mrs. Hull was born in Chester

County, Pa., September 7, 1852, and is one of

eight children, of whom seven are still living.

Her father was born in the same county, February

12, 1815, being of German parentage. Her mother

was also born there January 7, 1819. In an

early day they moved to La Salle County, 111., and

in 1868 moved to L-oquois County, where she died

December 21, 1889, and he December 1, 1892.

He became quite an extensive farmer. Both he

and his wife were active workers in the Methodist

Church. Seven children graced tlie union of our

subject and his wife, of whom five are yet living,

namely: George J. born September 24, 1876;

Frank E., September 20, 1878; Cora Belle, Novem-

ber 4, 1880; Leo R., March 19, 1885; and Jay L,

August 23, 1889. Two died in infancy.

For a number of years after his marriage, Jlr.

Hull resided on a part of the old home farm. On
the death of his father he received his share of the

estate. He continued to reside on the old home-

stead until the spring of 1888, when with his fam-

il3' he removed to the farm on which he now re-

sides, on section 13, Artesia Township. He owns

three hundred and twenty acres of land, but also

operates seven hundred and thirt3'-nine acres ad-

ditional, belonging to the estate of E. R. Searles.

He engages principall}' in stock-raising, breed-

ing honses, cat tie and hogs, but makes a specialty

of thorough-bred cattle. He is one of the largest

stock farmers in this section, and in his business

he is meeting with excellent success, being now
numbered among Artesia Township's substantial

residents.

In his social relations, Mr. Hull is a member of

Buckley Lodge No. 634, A. F. 4 A. M.; and of

Mt. Olivet Commandeiy No, 38, K. T., of Pastou.
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In polities he is a Republican, and a stalwart ad-

vocate of t'le principles of that party. He bas

lield the office of School Director and School Trea-

surer for many years, and does all in his power

for tlie advancement of the cause of education.

He is now serving his thirteenth ^-ear as Highway

Commissioner, and lias been Treasurer of the Board

of Commissioners for twelve j-eais, tlie prompt

and faithful manner in which he performs his

duties having led to his frequent re-election. He

is a man of sterling worth, a valued citizen of the

community, and well deserves representation in

tlie history of his adoi)ted county. Mrs. Hull is a

member of the Methodist Church, and a most es-

timable ladv.

Tn))OBERT WOODARD FOSTER, n prominent

Uir merchant of Sheldon, who for eleven years

X V lias engaged in the furniture business in

' that place, claims North Carolina as the

State of his nativity. His birth occurred in North-

ampton County on the 3d of April, 1829, and he

is one of a family of ten children. The parents,

.lames and .Sarah (Hicks) Foster, were natives of

North Carolina. The ancestors of our subject

were a long-lived people, and his paternal grand-

father reached the ver3' advanced age of one hun-

dred and eight years. James Foster was a farmer by

nccupation, and in 1830 removed with his family

to Ohio, settling in Logan County, near Zanes-

field, where he spent the greater ])art of his life.

Of the family only four children are vet living.

The elder brother resides in Battle Creek, Mich.,

and the two sisters are living in Middleburgh, Ohio.

At the age of sixteen years, the subject of this

sketch started out in life for himself and earned

his livelihood by working as a farm h.ind. In

1856, he came to Iroquois County, but ere his re-

removal West he was married in Ohio to Miss

Hulda Inskeep, daughter of Job and Sarah Inskecp.

Her parents were natives of Pennsylvania, and

were among the early pioneers of Ohio. Her fa-

ther was born in Virginia, and in the usual man-

ner of farmer lads was reared to manhood. The

common schools afforded him his educational

privileges. After arriving at man '.s estate, he led

to the marriage altar Miss Sarah Sharp, a native of

Ohio, and by their union they became the parents

of nine children. Of this family six are yet liv-

ing, namely: Levi, who is now living a retired

life in the Buckeye State; John and Isaac, who
also make their homes in Ohio; Amos, who re-

sides in Iroquois County, 111.; Eliza, now the widow

of Mr. Stakes, and also a resident of Iroquois

County; Hulda, wife of our subject; and Sarah

Ann, wife of Ab Morton, a resident of Ohio.

Mrs. Foster was also born in the Buckeye State,

and in the days of her maidenhood attended its

-public schools. The marriage of our subject and

his wife was celebrated on the 20th of March,

1851, and unto them were born three children,

but only one is now living, Annetta, wife of Mah-

lon Inskeep, a resident of Iroquois County. For

fortv-one years Mr. and Mrs. Foster have trav-

eled life's journey together, sharing its adversity

and prosperity, it^ sorrows and joj-s.

On his removal to this county, Mr. Foster era-

barked in farming, which he followed success-

fully until 1862. The Civil War was then in

progress and, feeling that the country needed his

services, he responded to the call for troops on the

7th of August, joining the boys in blue of Com-
pany E, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry. He was

with Grant on his march to Vicksburg, and was at

Holly Springs at the time of Van Dorn's raid

ujion that place. From there he went to Mem-
phis, where he remained until the siege of Vicks-

burg. In August, 1863, he returned home on a

fui lough. His leave of absence was granted him

on account of illness, which developed into a se-

vere attack of typhoid fever. After remaining at

. home for about six months, he rejoined his regi-

ment at Black River Bridge, east of Vicksburg,

where lie remained during the siege, after which

he w.as sent to Mound City Hospital, in the fall of

1861. Three weeks later he was sent home on

account of disability. He received his discharge

and was mustered out of service in Galveston on

the 2d of August. 1865, and was paid off in Chicago

on the 25th of the same month. He still feels the
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effects of his armj' service and Las never been

quite the man physically that he was before he

experienced the privations and exposures of army

life.

When the war was over, Mr. Foster returned

home and resumed Larming, but in 1875 aban-

doned that pursuit and removed to Sheldon,

where he was employed by W. Sherman in the

lumber business for a short time. Soon afterward

he formed a partnership with Richard Carroll

and bought out his emplo3'er, remaining in the

business for about a 3'ear, when he sold out and

engaged in the flour and feed business. He after-

wards added a stock of groceries and carried on

operations in that line until 1881, when he sold

out and opened a furniture store. He carries a

full and complete stock of goods in this line and

has built up an excellent trade, which has con-

stantly increased from the beginning. His liberal

patronage is well deserved, and his success is but

the just reward of his efforts.

Mr. Foster is a member of tiie JNJasonic frater-

nity, belonging to Sheldon Lodge No. 609, A. F.

& A. M. He also holds membership with A. B.

Brown Post No. 151, G. A. R., and the Patriotic

Order of Sons of America. In religious belief, he

is a Methodist, and he votes the Republican

ticket. He has long supported the men and meas-

ures of the Republican party and takes quite an

interest in political affairs. His first Presidential

.vote was cast for Gen. Winfield Scott. He has

been honored with a number of public offices,

having served as Justice of the Peace in Stock-

land Township and as Commissioner of Highways.

He was also Supervisor for a number of years.

Mr. Foster's career has been a prosperous one,

owing to his well-directed efforts, his industry and

enterprise. He also attributes mucli of his success

to the aid of his faithful wife, whose counsel and
advice have been of much benefit to him. She

has ever been ready to do her part, and has worked

nobly and faithfully by his side. Mr. Foster is

a man of great generosity and benevolence, and

the poor and needy are never turned from his

door empty-handed. They have found in him a

friend, and many poor widows and little children

liavc i-eason to remember him with gratitude for

his kindly assistance. Instead of hoarding up his

possessions, he has considertd them a trust placed

in his care and lias given liberally of his means

to aid others. The public duties of Mr. Foster

were ever promptly and faithfully performed,

and he is one of Sheldon's most highly respected

citizens. His pleasant, genial disposition endears

him to all who know him, and be h.as won manj^

friends.

*^^E

KOF. .JOHN RILEY FREEBERN, Princi-

;
pal of the Onarga public schools, and one

of the prominent and influential citizens,

is a native of the State which is j'et his

home. He was born in Granville, 111., on the 17th

of October, 1858, and is of Scotch and Irish de-

scent. His father, Archibald Freebern, was a na-

tive of Scotland, and his mother, who bore the

maiden name of Marj' Riley, was born on the Em-
erald Isle. When quite young, thej' were brought

by their respective families to this country, and

were reared to manhood and womanhood in the

State of New York, where their marriage was cele-

brated. At length they determined to try their

fortune in the AVest, and in 185-t emigrated to

Illinois, locating upon a farm near Granville,

where they resided for about twelve years, and

then removed to the village. The mother died on

the 17thof Jul3^ 1879, and the father November

19, 1892. Their family numbered eight cliildren,

six sons and two daughtei-s: George .T., John Riley,

William T., Elmer E., Annie E., Jeannie, Archie W.,

and Roscoe H. Tlie children are all living except

Jeannie, who died in infancy.

Our subject has spent his entire life in this State,

and was reared to manhood under the parental

roof. After attending the common schools, he en-

tered the Granville High School, from which he

was graduated. In earh^ life he displayed special

aptitude in his studies, and, not content with the

educational advantages he had already received,

after completing the course in Granville, he at-

tended Wheaton College, and subsequently was a

student in the Normal University-, of Normal, 111.
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Ou leaving school, he embarked in the profession

of teaching, which he has since followed. For ten

years he was emploj'ed as a teacher in Putnam

County, being for the last two years of that time

Principal of the schools in Hennepin. He then

came to Iroquois County, and was Principal

of the Ashkum schools for about a year. He
then receired an appointment as Principal of the

Onarga public schools, and in .September, 1890,

entered upon the duties of that position, which he

has since filled. He is now serving his third year,

and gives excellent satlsf.action.

On the 7th of July, 1883, Prof. Freebern was

joined in wedlock M-ith Miss Lola A. Holsburg,

daughter of Dr. D. B. and Rebecca (Adams) Hols-

burg, of Grauvillc. One child h.is been born of

f their union, a son, Walter H., born September 18,

1884. The Professor and his wife are leading citi-

zens of this community, widely and favorably

known, and in social circles where true worth is

received as the passport into good society, they

rank high. Mr. Freeliern holds membership with

Onarga Lodge No. 208, I. O. O. F., and in politics,

is a supporter of Republican principles. Highly

educated himself, he has the ability to impart

knowledge to others, and is an able instructor. He
has won the commendation of the coraraaQit3' in

which he is now emi)loyed, and the schools of On-

arga are in a prosperous and thriving condition

under his leadership.

\r EVI O. LOCKWOOD, a physician of La

I (^ Hogue, was born at Denmark. Lee County,

. i'-^V Iowa, May 7, 1849. He is a son of Hiram

L. and Hannah (Smith) Lockwood. The progeni-

tors of the Lockwood fam ily came from Scotland

and settled in Massachusetts. The grandfather,

Timothy Lockwood, was a Vermont farmer, and

in that State the father was born. When a j'oung

man he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he mar-

ried Miss Smith, who was born in Clermont

County, Ohio. He was a builder by trade and

also a millwright, which occupations he followed

k

for many years. In 1847 thej- came by way of

the rivers to Ft. Madison, Iowa, locating in Lee

County, where Jlr. Lockwood built mills and car-

ried on farming. In 1877 the family removed to

Ilollvrood, Ellsworth County, Kan., where the

parents still live. The father has now reached the

age of seventy-nine years and the mother seven t}'-

eight. Politically, the father was an Abolitionist,

and later a Republican. Both he and his wife are

consistent members of the Congregational Church.

They had a famil}- of six children, of whom two

sons and two daughters are now living.

Our subject is the fifth child in his father's fam-

ily, and was reared on a farm. Since fifteen years

of age he has been working for himself. Having

attended the district schools of his native county

until thirteen j-ears of age, he entered Denmark

Academy, working his way to pay his tuition.

When about sixteen he began teaching school, at

which he engaged for some eight years, using the

means thus acquired to obtain a higher education.

After graduating from the academy he spent a

year at Beloit College, at Beloit, Wis., and a year

at Hillsdale, Mich., having re.ad medicine with

Prof. J. M. Angear, the professor of the Keokuk

Medical College, now practicing in Chicago. He

also studied with Dr. R. W. Barr, of Ferris, 111.

He entered the Keokuk Medical College in 1874,

taking two courses of lectures, and in 1875 began

practicing with Dr. Barr, at Ferris. In 1876 he

removed to Holh'rood, Kan., and four j'ears later

was graduated from the Keokuk Medical College,

but continued to practice in Kansas until 1882.

The following February he located at La Hogue,

where he has an extensive practice and is ac-

counted a physician of good ability and exper-

ience.

In Burlington, Iowa. Dr. Lockwood led to the

marriage altar ilrs. Siusan ilaynard, the ceremony

being performed August 17, 1880. She is a daugh-

ter of Daniel and Eliza .J. (Logan) Edmonds, na-

tives of New York and Indiana respectively. In

early life they emigrated to Henderson County,

III., where they became acquainted. Mr. Edmonds
in former d.iys used to go to Wisconsin, get out

lumber and shingles, raft them down the river,

and sell them at the river towns. He furnished
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much of the lumber used in building the Mormon
Temple at Nauvoo, 111. His accumulations he in-

vested in land and became an extensive land-

owner. He was a Republican in politics, and for

a term held the office of County Judge. About

1858 his wife died, and subsequently he married

again. By his first wife be had three sons and a

daughter, and by his second marriage a daughter.

Mrs. Lockwood is a native of Henderson County,

111. Of her first marriage she had two children,

Lucy and Hattie. Unto Dr. Lockwood and his

•wife have been born three children: Ella M., Ed-

moud and Winnefred.

Politically, the Doctor atHliates with the Repub-

lican party. For three 3'ears he held the position

of Postmaster at Holl3rood, Kan. While there be

belonged to the Central Kansas Medical Associa-

tion. He has extensive landed interests, with his

wife owning five hundred and thirteen acres in

Iroquois County, and three hundred and twenty

acres in Kansas. They are both active members

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he is

both Slew-ard and Trustee. Dr. Lockwood is a

successful physician and an enterprising citizen,

and is very extensively known and much respected

throughout the county.

'iflOHN HALL BISHOP, undertaker and

dealer in furniture, is the pioneer repre-

sentative in his line of business in the county.

^ He established business in Watseka in 1862.

His life record is as follows: He was born in West-

minster, Windham County, Yt., March .5, 1818,

and is a son of Timothy and Ruth (Hall) Bishop.

His father was a soldier of the War of 1812, and

was descended from an old New England family

of English origin. His death occurred in Rock-

ingham, Windham County, Vt., in 1840. The mo-

ther of our subject was born in Walpole, N. H.,

and died in Saxon River, Vt.

John H. Bishop was reared at that place and

was educated in its public schools. After attain-

ing to mature years, he was married, on the 14th

of Fi'bruary, 1842, in Grafton, Vt., to Miss Eliza-

beth M. Colby, who was born in that place and

was a daughter of James Colby. Mr. and Mrs.

Bishop have one son, Frank, and an adopted daugh-

ter, Gertie M., now the wife of Charles Edinger,

of Watseka. Frank married Miss Tude Reese, and

is connected with the Chicago stock yards.

In 1843, Mr. Bishop removed with his family to

Worcester, Mass., where he was employed in agri-

cultural shops, having previously served a regular

apprenticeship in Rockingham, Vt., to the cabinet-

maker's trade. In September, 1856, he removed

from Worcester to Middleport, Iroquois County,

111., where he worked at the trade of carpentering

and house-building until 1862, when he bought

out Mr. S. M. Hogle, who had started in the furni-

ture business there in 1854. Mr. Bishop carried

on business in Middleport until 1864, when he re-

moved to AVatseka, w^here he has carried on busi-

ness continuously since. In Middleport, he was

associated with H. P. Laroche and the partnershi[)

was continued after the removal to Watseka and up

to the time of Mr. Laroche's going to California.

Recently, Mr. Laroche has rejoined his old partner

and is manager and foreman of the shops. In

1889, Mr. Bishop was burned out and suffered

much loss, but resumed business at once, and since

the completion of the Herschler Block has occupied

one of the stores on the ground floor for a sales-

room and has built up a good trade.

On the 14th of February, 1882, Mrs. Bishop was

called to her final rest. She was a member of the

Baptist Church, was a consistent Christian and an

exemplary wife and mother. On Thanksgiving

Day of 1884, Mr. Bishop was again married, his

second union being with Mrs. Marian BL Blue,

widow of John Blue, and a daughter of Benjamin

Hill. Siie is a native of Lockport, N. Y. She be-

longs to the Methodist Church and is a highly es-

teemed member of the society.

Mr. Bishop is also a member of tlie Methodist

Church. Socially, he belongs to Iroquois Lodge

No. 74, I. O. 0. F., of which he has been Treasurer

for twenty-six years; and to Iroquois Encampment

No. 81. He is also a member of Watseka Lodge

No. 446, A. F. & A. M., of which he has been Tyler

for twenty-four years, and is a member of AVatseka

Chapter No. 114, R. A. M., and Kankakee Com-
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inandery No. 33, K. T. In politics, he is a stanch

Republican and Ii.hs been an Alderman of the Wat-

seka Common Council for twelve years and City

Treasurer for two years.

Jlr. Bishop has now been a resident of Watseka

and Middleport for thirty years and is esteemed

by its citizens as an upriglit and honorable man.

Modestand unassuming in manner, but always reli-

able, he has never sought distinction, but his

brethren of the three links and those of the square

and compass liave shown their regard for iiim by

keeping him continuousl}' in office for npwai'ds of

a ([uarter of a century.

T SAAC WIIITTEL), a self-made man and well-to-

j! do farmer residing on section 26, Artesia

It Township, claims North Carolina as the State

of his nativity. He was born in Chatham County

on the 24tii of August, 1822, and is a son of .Jona-

than and Nancy (Clark) Whitted, both of whom
were natives of North Carolina. Their family

numbered thirteen children, including Isaac. El-

bridge, Mary Ann, I^ncch, .Sarah .Jane, Andrew
Jackson, William, Caroline, Rosella; Hezekiah,

who died when about seven j-ears of age; John

Thomas, who died in the prime of life; and two

who died in infancy. Seven of the family are yet

living. It was in 1834 that Jonathan Whitied re-

moved witli his family to Indiana, and took up

eighty acres of Government laud. He soon after-

ward went to Annapolis, Ind., and in Parke County

followed his trade of coopering, which he had

learned in early life. He there resided for many
years, but died in Vermillion County, Ind., in

1867. His wife passed away ten years previous,

her deatli occurring in Iowa.

In the State of his nativity, Isaac Whitted spent

the first twelve yeai-s of his life, and then accom-

panied his parents on their removal to Indiana,

where he was reared to manhood. Farming has

ever been his principal occupation. On the 16th

of Januarj-, 1845, he was first married, the lady of

his choice being Miss Mary Pierson, daughter of

William and Mary (Anderson) Pierson. of In-

diana. Five children was born of this union:

Andrew J., born October 2.5, 184.5; Rebecca Ann.,

August 14, 1849; Lydia Ellen. December 24,1852;

Charles Sumner, February 11, 1857; and William

Allen, June 26, 1860. These are all now deceased.

Rebecca Ann grew to womanhood, and became the

wife of Allen Nulin, of Artesia Township, by

whom she had two children. Andrew M. and Clara

A., who are still living. Our subject's first wife

died on the 23d of May, 1862, and Isaac

Whitted was again married, on tlie 21st of May,

1863, his second union being with Miss Emil}-

Stafford, daughter of Thomas and Edith Stafford,

who were then residents of Indiana, but came

originally from North Carolina.

Unto our subject and his second wife were born

seven children: Nancy Estella, born June 3, 1864,

is the wife of WiUiam Baker, a resident of Buck-

ley, bj' whom she has two children, Arta and

George; Edith Adella, born September 12, 1866;

Mary Eflie, March 22, 1868; Perly G., November 18,

1869; FredElbridge, August 21. 1871; Cora Avis,

April 13, 1873; and Birdie L., April 20. 1875.

Perly died in infancy-, and Edith A. died March

31, 1889. She was the wife of Joseph Stevens,

and at her death left a son, Isaac Leroy. The other

five children are all yet living, but the mother of

this family was called to her final rest on the 4th

of August, 1875.

Mr.Whitted left Indiana in 1865 and came to

Illinois, purchasing a farm of two hundred acres of

land on section 15, Artesia Township, where he

made his home for seventeen 3-ears. He was in-

dustrious and enterprising, and as the time passed

and his financial resources were increased, he

added to his possessions until he owned five hun-

dred and twenty acres of well-improved land,

which yielded to him a golden tribute in return

for his care and cultivation. In 1882, he removed

to his farm on section 26, where he purchased one

hundred and twent3'-sevcn acres of land adjoining

the corporation limits of Buckley on the e.ist, and

he here now makes his home. In politics, he is a

supporter of Republican principles, his first Presi-

dential vote being cast for Henry Cl.iy. Mr.

Whitted started out in life empty-handed, with

nothing but a young man's bright hope of the



496 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

future anrl a deterinination to succeed, but relying

upon liis own energies, he lias worked his way up-

ward by bis abilitj- and good management, and

has now a comfortable competence as the reward

of his own labors. His example is worthy of emu-

lation, and may well serve to encourage others

who, like himself, have to depend merely upon

their own resources.

YPOLITI P. LAKOCHE, one of the early

settlers of Middleport and AVatseka, who

has been prominently identified with the

undertaking and furniture business of those

places for many years, is now associated with J.H.

Bishop in that line of trade in Watseka. Mr. La-

roche was born in Montreal, Canada, on the 12th

of December, 1837, and is a son of Hypoliti and

Sophia (Favralu) Laroche, both of whom were na-

tives of Montreal.

In 1855, our subject came to Illinois witli his

parents and the famil3' settled in Kankakee, where

the}- spent a year. They then removed to Jliddle-

port, Iroquois County, but three years later, in 1 8fil),

the parents returned to Kankakee. The mother

died in 1879, and the father, who survived her,

passed awaj* in Watseka in 1882. From the time

when he came with his parents our subject has been

a resident of this county. On locating in Middle-

port, he worked with Henry Hogle, a wagon-

maker, until the death of his employer in 1858,

after which he engaged with Mr. Barnham, a cabi-

net-maker, under Leander Hogle as foreman. In

1860, he bought out his employer and conducted

the business until 1861, when he sold out and

formed a partnership with Mr. Hogle in the same

line of trade. In 1864, John H. Bishop bought

out the interest of Leander Hogle and the busi-

ness was continued by the firm of Bishop & La-

roche until 1868, when our subject sold out and

went to California. He spent two j^ears on the

Pacific Coast in California and Oregon and then

returned to Watseka. His next venture was to

buy an interest in the furniture store of his former

partner, Mr. Bishop, with whom he was associated

until 1880, when he again sold out and went to

Colorado. He then spent two 3'ears in mining

speculation in that State, returning to Watseka in

1882. Once more he engaged in business, and

through giving too much credit lost heavily and

closed out. Afterward he once more formed a

connection with J. H. Bishop in the old line, that

of furniture and undertaking, acting as foreman,

which connection has continued until the present

time. Their relations have always been of the

pleasantest kind and are characterized by mutual

confidence.

On the 1st of January, 1861, in Middleport, Mr.

Laroche was united in the holy bonds of matri-

mony with Miss Celanier La Bonty, who died on

the 6th of March, 1868. In his social relations, he

is a member of Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. it A-

M.; Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M., Iroquois

Lodge No. 74, I. O. O. F.; and Iroquois Encamp-

ment No. 81, of the same order, all of Watseka.

In politics, Mr. Laroche is a Republican and has

served two years as Alderman in the City Council.

It is no flattery to sa}' of him that he enjoys the

confidence and respect of his fellow-citizens in a

marked degree, for they esteem him highly as an

upright and honorable man.

H**** ^^i'5"l"5'*l
.j..;..}..}.!^^ *^**l=

ILLIAM S.BARNES, junior member of the

f firm of Doolittle & Barnes, who operates a

^^ large creamery and is a successful business

man of Onarga Township, has the honor of being

a native of Illinois, his birth having occurred in

Du Page County on the 20th of August, 1849.

His parents, Horace and Louisa (Seeley) Barnes,

were both natives of the Green Mountain State,

and a sketch of their lives appears elsewhere in

this work. They were numbered among the early

settlers of Du Page Countj^, and our subject spent

the greater part of his boyhood and youth upon

his father's farm in that locality. During the

winter months he attended the public scliools and

in the summer season worked in the fields. With

the family he came to Iroquois County in 1867.
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and has here since made liis home. Though not

sixteen j-ears of age, lie enlisted in April, 1865, in

Company H, One Hundred and Fortj--first Illinois

Infantry, and served about six months.

Mr. Barnes was united in marriage December IC,

1871, with Miss Ella Harper, daughter of Samuel

H. and Mary (Lehigh) Harper, of this county.

Their union has been blessed with two children,

both daughters, Louisa J. and Florence.

In 1884, Mr. Barnes formed a partnership with

KIkauah Doolittle, who is a resident of Onarga.

Our subject manages the business and is the resi-

dent partner. They own a large creamery with

a capacity of one thousand pounds of butter per

day. This is located on the farm of Mr. Doolittle,

which comprises three hundred acres of land in

Onarga Township. The farm, however, is con-

trolled by ^Ir. Barnes, who has had charge of it for

fifteen years. The Arm owns about fift^' head of

milch cows, and an excellent quality of butter is

manufactured, the product of their creamery being

shipped to the New Orleans market, where it finds

a ready sale. Socially, he is a member of W. A.

Babcock Post No. 416, G. A. R., of Onarga.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Barnes is a sup-

porter of Hei)ublican principles, and in religious

belief he is a Presbyterian, holding membership

with the church in Onarga. lie possesses good

business abilit}', is enterprising and industrious,

and as the result of his well-directed efforts has

met success in his undertakings.

^f/OHN M.CAFFERTV, who owns and oper-

ates three hundred and IwentN'-five acres of

^—- valuable land in Artesia Township, pleas-

^^fj antly situated about a mile from Buckley,

was born near Crawfordsville, in Montgomery
County, Ind., May 16, 1843, and is one of seven

children, whose parents were David and Martha

(Canine) McCafferty, the former a native of Ohio

and the latter of Kentucky. Grandfather McCaf-

ferty emigrated from the Highlands of Scotland.

In 1855, David McCaffertj' removed with his fam-

ily to this State, locating in Gridley To\vnshi|).

McLean County, near the present site of Gridley.

The farm which he purchased contained two hun-

dred and flfty-flve acres of land, and to its cultiva-

tion and improvement he devoted his energies un-

til his death, which occurred in 1874. His wife

had died previously. The children of their familj'

weie Richard, Sarah Ellen, .John, INfary Melissa,

Anna, James K. and William S.

Mr. McCafferty, whose name heads this record,

spent the first twelve years of his life in his native

State, and then came with his parents to Illinois,

where he was reared to manhood in the usual

manner of farmer lads. He was well trained in

the labors of the field, and his educational- privi-

leges were those which the common schools af-

forded. After attaining his majority he was

united in marriage with Miss Margaret Snyder,

daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Schultz) Sny-

der, their union being celebrated on Christmas

Eve of 1868. Mrs. ^McCafferty was born in Brown

Countj', Ohio, on the 1st of August, 1845. Her

parents had two children who were born in

Germany. Coming to America, they spent most

of their lives in Ohio, where her father carried on

farming and dairying. Both died in Ohio. Mis.

McCafferty is one of a family of nine children, of

whom eight are still living. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

McCafferty have been born four children, three

daughters and a son, as follows: Carrie Ann is

now the wife of Wesle}' Lock, a farmer residing

about two miles from Gridley, III.; Mary Jose-

phine, a graduate of the State Normal School, of

Normal, 111., is a teacher by profession; Florence E.

and John Albert are still at home.

It was about the year 1865 that JNIr. IVIcCaf-

ferty began farming for him^elf on an eighty-

acre tract of land in McLean County, where he

resided from that time until the spring of 1892.

He then came to Iroquois County, III. In the

meantime lie had added to his original farm and

extended its boundaries by additional purchase

until he owned two iiundred acres of valuable

land, which he sold on coining to this county.

For several years he eng.aged extensively in the

breeding of hogs, but now devotes his time and

attention principally to farming. In the winter

of 18fll-!)2, he purchased his present farm, to
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which he removed in^tlie spring. It is a well-

improved place and already shows the impress

of the owner's industry and enterprise, which

are numbered among his chief characteristics.

Viewed from a financial standpoint, Mr. McCaf-

ferty's life has been a successful one. He is a man
of good business abilitj-, and by well-directed ef-

forts he has acquired a handsonie competence,

which classes him among the successful farmers of

the community. His life has been well and worthily

spent, and his upright character has won him high

regard. All the famih- are members of the Chris-

tian Church, and are numbered among the best

citizens of the cominunit3-. In politics, he is a

supporter of Democratic principles. Socially, he

is a Mason.

X ^^^•s-

^^iHOMAS JOHN has the honor of being a

!Jf(^^^
native of Iroquois County and is a repre-

*^\^<' sentative of one of the early families. His

father, Lemuel John, was born in Adams County,

Ohio, May 8, 1807, and was a son of Thomas and

Nancy John. He grew to manhood upon a farm

and acquired his education in the common schools,

but his advantages were limited. When a young

man of twenty-four 3-ears he emigrated to Illinois,

in 1831, and cast in his lot with the early settlers of

Milford Township, Iroquois Countj-, where he en-

tered land from the Government. Subsequentlj',

he sold that claim to Mr. Yennum and removed

to Belmont Township. He was married in that

township about 1836 to Miss Catherine William-

son, a native of Adams County, Ohio, and unto

them were born the following children: William,

who died in childhood; Sarah, wife of George

Wilson, of Nebraska; Nancy, wife of Robert Clif-

ton, a resident farmer of Ash Grove Township;

Thomas, of this sketch; and Samuel, who is living

retired in Woodland. When Lemuel John came to

this county he was in limited circumstances, but

by industrj- and euterjjrise he worked his way up-

ward and gained a comfortable home. His death

occurred in Belmont Township, November 30,

1847, at the age of forty-one years. His wife sur-

vived him twenty years, passing away on the 10th

of May, 1867. They had experienced all the pri-

vations and hardships of pioneer life, and at the

time of the Black Hawk War were forced to leave

their home and flee to the fort in Danville for

protection.

The subject of this sketch was born on llie old

homestead in Belmont Township, October 29, 1841,

and was reared amid the wild scenes of frontier

life. As soon as old enough to handle the plow,

he began farming, and at a very early age the

management of the homestead fell upon his3'oung

shoulders. With the assistance of his mother, he

carried on the home farm and attended to all of

the business interests. Throughout his entire life,

he was engaged in agricultural pursuits and stock-

raising. The old homestead is nowin his possession

and he owns four hundred and fift3--five acres of

arable land. His home is a handsome and com-

modious residence which is supplemented by good
barns and all other necessary outbuildings, and

these are surrounded by waving fields of grain

which j'ield abundant harvests as the reward for

the care and cultivation bestowed npon them. ,

The farm is one of the desirable places in Belmont

Township.

On the 23d of October, 1867, Mr. John was mar-

ried in Milford Township to Elizabeth V.Webster,

a native of Ohio and a daughter of Robert and

Mary J. Webster, with whom she came to Illinois

from Indiana. Her parents are now residents of

Milford. Unto Mr. and Mrs. John have been born

the following children: Catherine Edith, wife of

Isaac W. Kirby, a farmer of Belmont Township;

Lillian and Elizabeth V., both of whom are engaged

in teaching school; Eloise, who was educated in

Hoopeston and is now keeping house for her father;

Sarah M. and Lemuel, at home. The children were

all born and reared on the home farm. The mother

of this family died March 30, 1891, and her loss

was mourned by manj' friends as well as her im-

mediate family, for she was a lady of many excel-

lencies of character and won the love of all who
knew her. She died in the faith of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, her membership being in AVood-

laud.
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Although not a rneraber of ttie church, Mr. John

1ms contributed liberally to its support; neither is

his aid witiiheld from any enterprise calculated to

prove of public good. He is a member of the Ma-

sonic fraternit}- and of the Odd Fellows' society.

In 1860, he cast his first Presidential vote for

Stephen A. Douglas and has since been a supporter

of the Democratic party on questions of State and

National importance, but at local elections he sup-

ports the man whom he thinks best qualified for

the office, regardless of party affiliations. !Mr. John

has had to make his own way in the world, but by

his perseverance, enterprise and good business

ability he has secured a handsome competence and

become a successful and leading farmer of the

community. He is numbered among the leading

and influential citizens of Belmont Township,

where he has made his home for the long period of

fifty-one years and is held in universal respect.

*^^^E I a ^ e

'

5 1^ ''
,

' .

1^ \ ^

I

It- AMPTON S. DIXON, a representative citi-

r
J.

zen and leading farmer of Douglas Town-

X/< ship, carries on a farm on section 6. His

(^) birth occurred in Chester Township, Meigs

Count}', Ohio, Januaiy 23, 1831. He is a son of

Thomas and Mary (Northrup) Dixon. His pater-

nal grandfather emigrated from Virginia to Meigs

County, Ohio, whei'e the father was born and

reared. The mother's father, when thirteen years

old, while playing at Point Pleasant, on the Ohio

River, was captured by the Indians, who still fre-

quented that i)art of the country, and was held

captive by them for eight 3-eavs. He learned their

language and habits during that time, and it was

with difficulty that he was induced to leave them.

The mother of our subject was born in Gallia

County, Ohio.

After the marri.age of Mr. and Mrs. Dixon, they

lived for some five years in Meigs Count}', but

in 1835 emigrated by way of the Ohio, Mississippi

and Illinois Rivers to La Salle County, 111. By
trade JNlr. Dixon was a boat-builder until coming
to Illinois, after which he carried on farming.

Politically, he was a Whig and later a Republican.

Both he and his wife are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Their deaths occurred

within twenty-four hours of each other in Oska-

loosa, Iowa, in March, 1880, and they were buried

in the same grave in La Salle County, 111. The}'

were much respected and esteemed throughout

the section in which they dwelt. Of their fam-

ily of five sons and three daughters, only three

are now living: Francis Marion, a member of

Company II, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, was

killed in the battle of Shiloh. Charles H., who
was in the same company and regiment, served

thirty-eight months and then re-enlisted in Han-

cock's Veteran Corps. He died of smallpox at

Washington, D. C. The living members of the

family are Hampton 8.; James W., a farmer of

Iroquois County; and George W., a farmer of

North Dakota.

Our subject is the eldest of the family. He was

only four years of age when with his parents

he came to La Salle County. He was reared

on his father's farm and received a very lim-

ited education in the old-time schools. When
twenty years of age, he taught for one term,

boarding around, as was the custom in those days.

Mr. Dixon remained at home until his marriage,

on the 5th of November, 1852, his bride being

Nancy J. Tullis, a native of Ohio, who emigrated

with her parents to La Salle County in 1835. Of

their union, seven children were born: Hannah

died when seventeen years of age; Mary died

at the age of eighteen; E.ssie, wife of A. .S.

Sherwood, Jr., resides at Filley, Neb.; Alice, wife

of J. C. Howe, Jr., resides in Denver, Colo. Charles

H., basso singer in the Du Pauw Quartet, he entered

the University of Chicago at its grand opening

October 1, 1892, to remain until his graduation in

the classical course. He expects to take up the pro-

fession of a minister. He led to the marriage

altar, July 26, 1892, Miss Mary David, daughter

of the Rev. Charles David, of Onarga, 111., and

they reside in Chicago. George, a fanner of Bea-

trice, Neb.; and Jennie, a teacher of Filley, Neb.

All of the children, with the exception of George

and Mary, have been teachers, and nearly all of

them attended the Onarga Seminary.

On the 261h of July, 1881, Mr. Dixon was .again
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married, the lady of his choice being Mrs. Carrie

V. Jayne, nee Wright, who was born near La

Porte, Ind., December 21, 184 L She is a daugh-

ter of Joseph Y. and Tabitha (Evans) Wright.

Her paternal grandfatlier, Benjamin Wright, came

from England to Pennsylvania, where he mar-

ried a German lady, and later emigrated to Meigs

County, Ohio. There Mrs. Dixon's father was

born. Her mother was born across the line in

West Virginia, though of Welsh extraction, her

father being a native of Wales. At an early da\'

Mrs. Dixon's parents lemoved to Indiana, living

for a time at Terre Haute, then in Porter County,

and later in La Porte County, where the father

died at the age of sixtj'. The mother lived to be

ninety-one j'ears old. They were both members of

the Methodist Church until after the father's

death, when the mother joined the Christian

Church. Mr. Wright was a well-to-do farmer, and

was politically a Whig.

Mrs. Dixon is the youngest of twelve chil-

dren, of whom nine are still living. She was

reared on a farm and her early education was

such as the district afforded. She received in-

structions from C. P. Snow, brother of Col. Snow,

at present Congressman. She supplemented her

education by a course of fifteen months' schooling

at the Valparaiso Normal School, then under the

auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Ctuirch.

AVhen sixteen years of age, she taught her first

school. In 1861, she came to Livingston County,

111., and began her successful career as a teacher.

In 1865, she entered Eureka College, from which

she was graduated the following year. For some

twenty-five years she followed teaching in Liv-

ingston Count}-. A year of that time she taught

in Major College, at Bloomington, also a year in

the Gibson schools and a year in Gilman. She

was first married in Livingston County, Decem-

ber 25, 1868, to Milton O. Jayne, of Ohio, and a

teacher by profession. Tiiat calling he followed

for a number of years, and died July 18, 1876, in

Ford Count}'. Mrs. Dixon still owns a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres in that county. Mr.

and Mrs. Dixon have one child, Carrie Maud.

Until thirty-eight years of age, our subject fol-

lowed farming as an occupation, and at that time

again turned his attention to teaching. He began

his school without a certificate, with the under-

standing that he would teach without remunera-

tion if he was not able to get the same. It is

needless to say that he did not teach for

nothing, for after the first term he received a

first-grade certificate and continued to hold one as

long as he taught. In March, 1875, he came to his

present home. The place was unimproved, only

fourteen acres of it having been broken. He now
owns one hundred and sixty acres, which are thor-

oughly tiled. For several j'ears he has assisted J. W.
Zea in his grain oflice. He has been doing a real-

estate business, renting and looking after farms

for their owners. Mr. Dixon was a teacher for

over twentj' years in La Salle, Ford and Iroquois

Counties.

Politically, Mr. Dixon is a Republican, his first

Presidential vote having been cast for Gen. Scott,

and his succeeding ballots have been given in sup-

port of the Republican nominees. He is a member of

the Central Committee from his district. In La

Salle County he was Deputy Sheriff for four years.

Constable sixteen jears, and Township Clerk for

a year. He is now a member of the Board of

Commissioners for La Hogue Drainage District.

Both he and his wife are members of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church of La Hogue, he having been

a Steward and Trustee since the organization of

the church. He has also been the Sunday-school

Superintendent for many j-ears. Socially, he is a

member of the Masonic fraternity. Since coming

to this county, Mr. Dixon has written consider-

able toy the local papers of the county.

On the anniversary of the eleventh wedding

day of Mr. and Mrs. Dixon, their friends gave

them a pleasant surprise. Coming en masse, they

spent the da}' and remembered them with a fine

dinner set. Messrs. Tullis and Mace presented

them with silver knives and forks, and his chil-

dren gave to Mr. Dixon a gold-headed cane. He

has seen all the phases of pioneer life. When his

father brought his family to La Salle County,

tliere were nine in the family to care for. and on

his arrival there he had but *5 in money. Until a

log house could be erected, thej- were obliged to

live in a tent. In those davs shoes and clothing
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were made at Uome. The father would often work

a wliole day for a bushel of corn, afterward car-

rviiii; it a distance of three miles on liis back

to the mill in order to have it ground. He

owned no team at first, but later had an ox-

team. At one lime for nearh' four months the

family had to live on pork and hominy as they

were not able to get any corn ground. Mr. Dixon

has been Vice President and Superintendent of

the agricultural department of the Ford County

Agricultural Association since its organization.

C. .TOHNSON, a prominent citizen and

honored pioneer of Iroquois Countj-, who
lii is now living retired in Woodland, well

^jjj deserves representation in this volume,

for during almost half a century he has been con-

nected with the history of this community. A
native of Ohio, he was born in Columbus, .January

12, 1822. His father, Isaac Johnson, was a native

of Virginia, but during his boj'hood emigrated

with his parents to the Buckeye State. His father

was a Revolutionary hero, and died in Ohio.

Isaac served in the War of 1812 under Gen. Will-

iam Henry Harrison, and participated in the

battles of Ft. Meigs and Themes. In Columbus

he married Nancy Tucker, a native of Virginia.

Her father, a native of Delaware, also wore the blue

and buff, and served throughout the War for In-

dependence. The family also had its representa-

tives in the Mexican War. James and Edward,

brothers of our subject, enlisted in the Fourth

Ohio Regiment under Col. Bruff; the former died

in \era Cruz, but Edward served throughout the

entire struggle.

We now take up the personal history of A. C.

Johnson, who is the only surviving member of

the family of seven children. He was reared in

an old log cabin, and was educated by the light of

the fire-place in the subscription school. His ad-

vantages were very limited, and, as he was the

eldest son in the family, at the age of twelve years

he took charge of the home farm, which he oper-

ated until the death of his mother, which occurred

on the 1st of March, 1846. In 1843 Mr. Jolmson

made a trip to Illinois, where he spent the winter

and located land, but did not make a permanent

settlement until 1847. He secured forty acres of

unimproved land from the Government on section

19, Belmont Township, and upon the farm which

he there developed made his home until Novem-

ber, 1891. In connection with general farming,

he also engaged in teaching school for some years

in this county, and followed the carpenter's trade

for some time.

On the 14th of September, 1849, Mr. Johnson

was joined in wedlock with Miss Mary M. Body, a

native of Fountain County, Ind., who at the age

of ten years came to this county with her parents.

Her father and mother were both natives of Penn-

sylvania, and were of German descent. Ten chil-

dren were born unto our subject and his wife:

Laura, now the wife of Joseph Stevens, a farmer

of Kansas; Susan, wife of Frank Hillis, of Ash

Grove; Emory, who is engaged in farming in Kan-

sas; Serelda, wife of E. S. Sperry, of Vermilion

County; Josie, deceased, wife of Jonas M. Rush;

Chase A., an attorney at law, of Albuquerque, N.

M.; Mahlon, a real-estate dealer of Winfield, Kan.;

Serena, now Mrs. Fairchild,of Danville, Vermilion

County; Frank, who graduated from the State

University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor; and Rosa,

at home. The children were all provided with

good educational advantages, attending the pub-

lic schools and the Normal College of Valparaiso,

Ind.

Mr. Johnson and his wife are members of the

United Brethren Church. He has ever taken quite

a prominent part in public affairs. He cast his

first Presidential vote for J. P. Hale, and was one

of the original Abolitionists. He was a warm

friend of Lovejo}', and his home was a station on

the famous Underground Railroad. When the

Republican party was formed to prevent the

further extension of slavery, he at once espoused

the cause and aided in its organization in this

county. He has often served as delegate to its

conventions, and has ever been a prominent

worker in its interests. He held a number of

offices of honor and trust. For sixteen years he

served as Justice of the Peace, w.as also Assessor
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and Township Clerk, discharging his duties witli

promptness and fidelity which won liim tlie com-

mendation of all.

In his business career Mr. Johnson won success,

and he has now a handsome property as the result

of his own well-directed efforts. He owns three

hnndred and twenty acres of land, which was

transformed from a tract of wild prairie into a

valuable and fertile farm by his own industry. In

the early pioneer days he raised all his grain hy

hand and harvested with a sickle. He is familiar

with the pioneer history of this county, having

located here before the introduction of the rail-

road, and when manj' of the now flourishing

towns and villages had not sprung into existence.

His market in those days was Chicago. He aided

in the organization of the township, and no man

has done more for its upbuilding than our subject.

He is now living retired in the enjoj-ment of a

well-earned rest, and in his declining years is sur-

rounded by man^' warm friends who hold him in

the highest esteem.

it'OSEPH GALLOWAY is a member of the

hardware firm of Galloway & Doan, of Well-

ington, and is one of the leading farmers of

the township, his residence being on section

1, Lovejoy Township. He is also an honored vet-

eran of the late war. More than a quarter of a

centuiy has elapsed since he came to Iroquois

Count}', and as a pioneer and valued citizen he

has become so widely known, that he needs no

special introduction to our readers.

Our subject was born in Fountain County, Ind.,

October 19, 1840, and is the third in a family which

numbered three sons and five daughters. The par-

ents were Samuel and Prudence (Planning) Gallo-

way. The father was born in the Empire State,

about 1813, and died in 1883. He was reared

amid tlie Shakers of Oliio, and was an agricultur-

ist. He was also a mechanic and cabinet-maker.

In early life he exercised his right of franchise in

support of the Whig party, and took an active

m

part in the campaign of "Tippecanoe and Tyler,

too." At the organization of the Republican

party he joined its ranks. His wife was born in

Pennsylvania in 1817, and is still living on the

old homestead in Warren Countjs Ind. Of their

children seven are yet living: Lorinda, wife of D.

W. C. Adsit, a farmer of Lovejoy Township; Jo-

seph of this sketch; Iilatilda, the wife of Charles

Jinks, a farmer of Lovejoy; Martha, wife of AVill-

iam McCo}', an agriculturist of Canada East; Sam-

uel, who is married and follows farming in Ver-

milion County; David E. J., who is married and

resides on the old homestead in Indiana; and

Frances, who is the wife of Fremont Messmore, of

Vermilion County.

Our subject spent the greater part of his boy-

hood days upon his father's farm in Warren

County, Ind., and was educated in the common

schools, by private instruction, and by self-culture.

Ere attaining his majority, he offered his services

to the Government, enlisting as a member of Com-

pany K, Thirty-third Indiana Infantry, under Capt.

Niedcrauer and Col. Coburn, of Indianapolis. He

was mustered in September 12, 1861, responding

to the first call for three hundred thousand volun-

teers. The company joined the regiment at Camp

Dick Robinson, Ky., and orders soon afterward

came to proceed to the battle of Wild Cat, Ky-

This was the first engagement fought in Ken tuck}'.

Subsequently the Thirty-third Indiana went to

London, Ky., in pursuit of the rebels, and there

was stationed for a time, the troops all being ill

with the measles. They then retreated to Crab

Orchard Hospital, and thence went to Lexington.

Mr. Galloway was taken sick with typhoid fever,

resulting from cold contrac ted when he had the

measles, and was confined in the hosiiital for six

long mouths. He there endured the hardships of

illness away from home, but through the kindness

of the Ladies' Aid Society, he received competent

medical aid, and at length recovered. He owes

his life to those "Angels of Mercy." Afterward

the regiment went to Cumberland Ford, Ky. In

April, 1862, it was ordered to take Cumberland

Gap. About the 20th of May they removed across

the Cumberland Mountains to Rogers Gap, and,

finding the rebels had evacuated, took possession.
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The enemy then came up in the rear, surrounded

our troops, and after about two months the}- were

forced liy a failure of supplies to cut their way

out, which took seventeen days.

In February, 1863. the command to which Mr.

Galloway belonged was ordered to Louisville, and

embarked on a transport bound for Ft. Donelson,

on the Cumberland River. They participated in

the second battle at that place, and from there

went to Nashville, Tenn., and later to Franklin,

where the brigade was sentout on a reconnoitering

tour against (ien. Van Doru. They met the enemy

in battle on the 4th of March, and the following

day moved on to Thompson's Station, where the

battle was fought. The Union army was led into

ambush, and. valiantly fighting for six hours, were

finally captured, for their ammunition gave out,

and they were only eleven hundred against eigh-

teen thousand. They were sent to Libby Prison at

Richmond, where Mr. Galloway remained for about

a mouth, when he was paroled. He then went to

City Point, and afterward to Fortress Monroe on a

flag-of-truee boat, and later to Annapolis, Balti-

more, Columbus (Ohio), and on home, where he re-

mained until he was exchanged on the 1st of July,

18()3. He rejoined the forces at Na.shville, and

did guard duty from Chattanooga to Christiana,

where he remained until January 26, 1864, when

he veteranized and returned home on a thirty-

day furlough. On the expiration of that period

he rejoined his regiment at Chattanooga, Tenn.,

and entered upon the famous Atlanta campaign.

His regiment was a part of the Third Division, Sec-

ond Brigade, Twentieth Army Corps, commanded

by Gen. Joe Hooker, and the second engagement

was at Resaca, Ga. They were under almost con-

stant fire for one hundred and four days, partici-

pating in the battles of Dallas Wood, Kenesaw

Mountain. Marietta, and in all the engagements in

that campaign. He was activeh' engaged in the

battle of Peach Tree Creek, where for two hours

they met the enemj- in a hand-to-hand conflict,

many of the boys on both sides fighting for the

last time. On this occasion Samuel Williams, a

comrade of our subject, and an honorable, brave

soldier wiis killed. The mess had just made their

coffee and passed in their canteens, and as the com-

pany was entering the battle, Williams remarked

to his cousin that he was going to be killed or

badly wounded, and gave him his pocket-book and

day-book. His comrades asked him to keep back,

but he bravely replied that he might as well go as

any, and marched on. In a half-hour his body

was found, pierced through both shoulders, and

through the head from the front. Mr. Galloway

was by his side when the poor fellow was killed.

On the 22d and 28th of July occurred two hard

battles at Atlanta, and the Thirty-third Indiana

Regiment carried the first flag into the city after

its surrender. A mouth later they started on the

celebrated march to the sea. and Mr. Galloway was

alwa^ys with his command. At Savannah a slight

skirmish occurred, and for two weeks the troops

lived upon rice from the shock. After remaining

there for about a month, the regiment reached

Columbia, S. C, on the 17th of February, 1865.

The town was burned by the rebels. History con-

tradicts this, but the facts are full}' substantiated

by the soldiers who were present. From that place

the troops made their way through North Carolina

to Averysboro, where a battle was fought, March

16, 1865, and the Thirty-third lost heavil}-.

They then went to Bentonville, N. C, where an-

other battle occurred on the 19th of March, the

rebels trying to cut ofif the troops who were acting

as guards to the wagon trains, but they failed.

They then went to Goldsboro, and afterward to

Raleigh, where Gen. Josei)li E. Johnston surren-

dered his forces, April 17, 1865. Later they

marched to Richmond, and on to Washington, T).

C, where the Thirty-third Indiana participated in

the Grand Review, the most brilliant military pa-

geant ever beheld in America. After about a

month, Mr. Galloway went to Louisville, Ky., by

way of Harper's Ferry, and on the 21st of July,

1865, was mustered out in Indianapolis, after al-

most four years of service. He was always found

at his post of duty, valiantly defending the Old

Flag, and of his army record he may well be proud.

All honor is due to the noble men who wore the

blue and saved their country from destruction.

Our subject was promoted to the rank of Corporal

and afterward made Sergeant.

Mr. Gallowa}- returned home in poor health. He
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began herding cattle in Lovejoy Township, and

after two years purchased his farm of one hundred

and sixty acres, upon which he has since resided.

The same year he married Miss Louisa Ilaines,

daugiiter of Harvey Haines. Their union was

celebrated April 28, 1867, and unto them have

been born two sons and throe daughters, all jet

living: Ella, wife of Frank Johnson, a salesman in

Pate's store, of Wellington; Wilbur U., who was

graduated from the Commercial College of Terre

Haute, Ind., is in the hardware business in Welling-

ton; Hettie L., wife of William Lockhart, who re-

sides in Prairie Green Township; Maggie E., wife

of Henry Evans, of Lovejoy Township; and David

A., at home. The mother of this family' was called

to her final rest, .Taniiarj- 16, 1875, and on tlie 28th

of March, 1877, Mr. Galloway married Miss Re-

becca Doan, sister of Capt. W. V. Doan, of Wel-

lington, and a daughter of Elisha and Mary Ann
(Ward) Doan. They have two children, a son and

daughter, John D. and Fannie.

In politics, Mr. Galloway is a stanch Re|)ub-

licau, having supported that party since he cast

his first Presidential vote for Gen. Grant. He has

frequently been a delegate to the county conven-

tions, and has held various public offices. He
helped organize his township, and has been in

some official position since. For ten years he has

been the efficient Supervisor of Lovejoy Township,

and is now Chairman of the Board. For eight

years he was Town Clerk, for three years was As-

sessor, was Collector for one year. Highway Com-

missioner for twelve years. School Trustee for five

years, and School Director for two terms. The
promptness and fidelity with which he has dis-

charged his duties have led to his frequent re-elec-

tions. Sociallj', he is a member of the Odd Fellows'

society, of Wellington. He belongs to Harmon

Post No. 1 15, G. A. R., of Hoopeston, and is Senior

Grand Commander of the Eastern Illinois Depart-

ment. His wife is a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, and he has given liberallj- to its

support, and to all enterprises calculated to prove

of public benefit.

The farm of Mr. Galloway comprises two

hundred and eighty acres of valuable land. It is

supplied with all modern improvements, and a

beautiful country residence, which is tiie abode of

hospitality, Mr. and Mrs. Galloway are promi-

nent citizens of his community, and in social cir-

cles rank high. In summing up the life of our

subject, we see that he was a valiant soldier, and

an honored earlj' settler, that he is a valued citi-

zen, and that his excellencies of character and his

sterling worth have brought him the confidence

and high regard of all with whom he has come in

contact.

jl? EMUEL B. RUSSELL, one of the well-to-do

I (j^, citizens of Ash Grove Township, who is

J^V jjo,v living retired at his pleasant residence

on section 35, was born in Warren County, Ind.,

November 30, 1829, and is a son of William Rus-

sell. His father was a native of Virginia. In

Ohio, he married Miss Fannie Hall, a native of the

Buckej-e State, and in 1828 they removed to War-

ren County, Ind., where, in the midst of the forest,

he hewed out a farm. The mother died in War-

ren County, Ind., and the father also spent his last

days tlicre. Their family numbered eleven chil-

dren, four of whom are yet living: Lawrence, a

resident farmer of Wessington Springs, S. Dak.;

IMrs. Nancy Jones, who is living in Attica, Ind.;

Lemuel, whose name heads this sketch; and Mrs.

Jane Rhodes, who resides in Warren County, near

the old homestead.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the

county of his nativity. His mother died when he

was a lad of ten summers. His privileges, educa-

tional and otherwise,were very limited. He conned

his lessons in a log schoolhouse with slab seats and

a huge fireplace, and windows only on one side,

but his training in farm work was not meagre. As

soon as he was old enough to handle the plow, he

began work in the fields, and at the age of sixteen

he started out to earn bis own livelihood, since

which time he has been dependent upon his own
resources. He worked as a farm hand at $12 per

month, and when by his industry and perseverance

he had acquired some capital, he purchased one

hundred and sixty acres of land and made his
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home upon that farm for three years. In 1862. he

came to Iroquois County and in Fountain Creek

Townsiiip purchased two iiundred acres of land,

making his lionie upon that farm for twenty years.

During the present decade, he has resided upon

his present farm, and to general farming and stock-

raising h.is devoted liis time and attention until

quite recently.

On the 29th of December, 18.59, in Warren

Counts-, Ind.. Mr. Russell wedded !Miss Ann E.

Hickman, who was born and reared in that county

and is a daughter of Peter J. and Mary (Gullett)

Hickman. Her parents were married over sixty

years ago, and for fort\- years they resided upon

one farm. In their family there was never a death

until the father was called to his final rest. Unto

Mr. and ilrs. Russell liave been born four children,

but Peter \V.. who w.as born in Indi.ina, died at

the age of six yeai-s, and Lawrence died in infancy.

The living arc Charles E., whom we will mention

later on; and Lemuel B.,who is now attending Rush

Medical College, of Chicago. The mother of this

family is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church iu Goodwine. Mr. Russell is liberal in his

religious views, but his life has been one of honor

and upright dealing in all business relations and

has won him confidence and high regard. He cast

his first Presidential vote for Franklin Pierce in

1852, and has since been a stalwart supporter

of the Democratic party. He takes great interest

in political aflfairs and has often been a delegate

to his party's conventions. He is now living a

retired life, enjoying a well-earned rest and the

fruits of his former labor. His business career has

been a remarkabh' successful one and l\y his well-

du-ecled efforts he has arisen to a position of

wealth.

Charles Elbert Russell, who now operates the

old home farm, was born on the homestead on sec-

tion 36, Ash Grove Township, April 4, 1865. in a

log cabin which still stands, one of the few land-

marks of pioneer days that yet remain. His boy-

hood da^-s were spent under the parental roof, and

his early education, acquired in the public schools,

was supplemented bv study in the Wesle3'an Uni-

versity, of Bloomington, and a course in the Onarga

!>eminar\-. He left school at the age of tweutv-oue

and engaged in teaching for about five years dur-

ing the winter season, while in the summer months

he worked upon the farm. He was a successful

instructor. On the 5th of April, 1887, near I'ine

Village, Ind., he led to the marriage altar ^liss

Anna M. Blind, who w.is born and reared in War-

ren County. Their union has been blessed with

one son, Baxley B., born on the 28th of June,

1891.

For the past five 3'eai-s, Mr. Russell has been op-

erating the old homestead. It comprises two hun-

dred and sixty-five acres of valuable land, under a

high state of cultivation and well improved. The
place is complete in all its appointments and is

considered one of the model farms in the commun-
ity. Mr. Russell is a Democrat in politics and has

served as a delegate to the countv and congres-

sional conventions. His wife is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, of Goodwine. They
are numbered among the leading \-oung people of

the community and rank high in social circles.

Their home is a hospitable one. Mr. Russell is a

worthv representative of a pioneer family and is a

wide-awake and enterprising business m.an, who has

proved himself a valued citizen of the community.

LEMENT THOMAS is a representative of

one of the first families to locate in Iro-

quois County, and for sixty-one years he

has here resided. He was born in Adams Count}-,

Ohio, June 22, 1820, and is a son of Asa and

Eleanor (Freeman) Thomas, both of whom were

natives of Maryland. When quite a young boj',

Asa Thomas lost his father, and a few years after-

ward removed with his mother to the Buckeye

State. At the age of twenty-six he married Miss

Freeman, and shortly afterward left home to enter

the service of his country in the AVar of 1812.

While in the war their eldest son, William, was

born. After his return home, Mr. Thomas con-

tinued to reside in Ohio until 1829, when he

moved to Tippecanoe County, Ind. In March, 1831,

he emigrated to Illinois and pre-empted a tract of

land three-quarters of a mile northeast of Milford.
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About three 3'ears later he sold this and purchased

a farm of oue hundred and sixl}' acres a mile

south of Jlilford. There he reared his large fam-

ily.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were born twelve

children, six sons and six daughters, of whom the

sons and one daughter are yet living: William

married Mar}' J. Harness, and had eiglit children:

America, Asa, George, Van Ransselaer, John, Se-

dessa, Madama and Frank. AUie is the wife of

Elijah Sapp, of Iroquois County, and unto tliem

were born nine children: William, Nellie, Ben-

jamin, Mar}', Sallie, Allie, Elijah, Joseph and

Samuel. Nancy married Foster Moore, and tiiej'

had seven children: Lucinda, George, John Asa.

William Aaron, Sarah, Nancy and Jackson. Sar.ah,

the fourth child in the father's family, became the

wife of Michael Harness, by whom she had seven

children: Sophira, Katie, Asa John, Phcebc, Ben-

jamin, Ella and Nancv. Clement of this sketch is the

next younger. Aaron married Barbara Jane Pan-

cake, but lias no living children. Asa wedded Jane

Bragg, and unto them were born eleven children,

eight of wliom are yet living: Rue, Carrie, Ben-

jamin, Rosie, Leroy, Lavina, Pearl and Ollie.

Samuel, the next younger of the Thomas family,

married Catherine Pancake, by whom he had two

cliildren: AVillard and Elmore. Tlie mother

died and he then wedded Mrs Maria Wilson,

and unto them have been born the following

children, who are 3'et living: Ella, Flora, Belle,

Leota, Eliza, Emanuel, Eddie and George. Ben-

jamin F. married Miss Amanda A. Hoover, and is

represented on another page of this work. Mary

Jane, the tenth child, died when about twelve

years old. Alonzo, the youngest of the Thomas

family, died when a small boy; and one died in in-

fancy.

The mother of this famil}- died in 18.35, and

Asa Thomas was again married, his second union

being with Mrs. Margaret (Robinson) Johnson.

They had two children: Leroy and Delilah. His

third wife was Mrs. (Tatmau) Wilson, and unto

them was born three children, but Josephine is the

only one that reached maturity.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, Clement Thomas, who is widely- known

throughout Iroquois County. Upon his father's

farm he was reared to manhood, experiencing

many of the hardships and tri.als of pioneer life.

In tlie winter of 1837-38, the most terrible winter

known to the inhabitants of tliis State, two gentle-

men by the names of Frame and Hildrcth tried to

cross a fork of Fountain Creek, but finding the

stream so greatl}' swollen they concluded to re-

turn to Bicknel's Point. Night, however, overtook

them, and as it was impossible to find their way

they made such preparations as they could to

spend the night in the snow. Fearing that they

would freeze to death before morning, they de-

termined to kill a horse belongmg to Mr. Frame

and warm their hands and feet in the blood, and

when that should become cold they would take

the life of the other horse. Thej- killed the first

but not the second. Mr. Frame froze to death

with ills hands and feet in the blood of the

animal. Mr. Hildreth, however, was only badly

frozen, and in the morning he mounted the re-

maining horse and forcing him across two danger-

ous ice gorges reached the house of Benjamin Bur-

son. He received kind care and attention from Mr.

Burson, and our subject and these gentlemen also

helped to recover the frozen bod}- of Mr. P'rame.

Mr. Hildreth at length recovered, but suffered the

loss of his toes and fingers. Many other reminis-

cences of pioneer da3-s can Mr. Thomas relate. He

has been an eye-witness of the entire growth and

development of the county, and its history is fa-

miliar to hiin from the d.ays of its early infancy.

April 22, 1842, Mr. Thomas was first married,

his union being with Mary Lewis, daughter of

Benjamin and Mary Lewis. Unto them were born

three children: Samuel, Lavina and Mar}-, but the

last-named is now deceased. The mother died in

1848, and the following year Mr. Thomas married

Martha Lewis, a sister of his first wife, by whom
he h.ad seven children, but Nancy, Sarah, Slartha,

Alice and Jesse are now deceased. Marcus and

Emma yet survive. Mrs. Thom.as was called to

her final rest in 1870. For his third w-ife Mr.

Thomas chose Mrs. Rosella Berket, daughter of

Benjamin R.aymond. They had two children but

both are now deceased and the mother died in

1873. The lady who now bears the name of Mrs.
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Thomas was formerly Mrs. Nancy Peyton. Their

weddinj? was celebrated in June, 1875.

Our subject has spent the greater part of his

life in farming, but from 1852 until 1858 lie en-

gaged lu the milling business in Milford. He then

returned to the old homestead and engaged in

agricultural pursuits for some time longer, but is

now (luietly living a retired life in Milford, rest-

ing in the enjoyment of the fruits of his former

toil. In politics, he is a supporter of Republican

principles, and has held several public offices, the

duties of which he discharged with promptness

and fidelity. Socially, he is a member of Milford

Lodge No. 158, A. F. & A. M. As before stated,

few have longer been residents of Iroquois County

than Mr. Thomas. He is alike held in high regard

by young and old, rich and poor, and we take

pleasure iu presenting to our readers the life

record of this honored i)i(>neer.

,^^ AMUEL WARRICK, Sr., one of the most

^^^ extensive land-owners of this county and

'JM_3 ^ |>rominent and representative citizen,

is now engaged in farming on section 17,

Concord Township. He is also one of the earliest

settlers of this community and for many years has

been prominently identified with its histor}' and
upbuilding. Ashe is widely and favorably known,
his sketch will prove of interest to many of our

readers.

Mr. Warrick was born in Warren County, Ohio,

on the 17th of June, 1811. His father, Samuel

Warrick, was a native of New Jerse3- and was of

English descent. His mother was born in the Key-
stone State and came of an old Pennsylvania-

Dutch family. Samuel was reared to manhood
upon his father's farm and was early inured to

labor in the field. His educational advantages

were very meagre, for the schools near his home
were very primitive. On attaining his majority,

ho began learning the carpenter's trade, and after

serving nn apprenticeship of a year and a-half be-

gan to take contracts. For twenty years be fol-

23

tolowed that trade in Ohio and after comi

Illinois.

At the age of twenty-six, Mr. AVarrick married

Miss Delilah Jenkins, and unto them were born

five children, but only one is now living, Absalom,

who was twrn iu 1840 and resides in Sheldon.

The mother of this family died in 1816. In 1839,

Mr. Warrick removed to Indiana and settled near

Covington, where he purchased one hundred and
sixty acres of land. There, in connection with

work at his trade, he carried on farming for a

period of seven years, or until 1846. That year

witnessed his removal to Attica, Ind. AVhile there

he took stock in a railroad and bj- so doing lost

about $1,000, which at that time was a great draw-
back to him. During his residence in Attica he

was again married, his second union being with

Miss Eleanor Clauson. They were married in 1848

and unto them were born ten children, the follow-

ing of whom are living: John is now a resident of

Center City, Neb., where he carries on farming;

Mrs. Alice Fairman resides near La Fayette, Ind.;

Daniel is a farmer of Concord Township; George

is also an agriculturist of the same township; Sam-

uel follows farming in Concord Township; and
Mrs. Ella Cobb makes iier home in St. Johns, Kan.

The year 1853 witnessed the arrival of our sub-

ject and his family in Iroquois County. He pur-

chased two hundred and twenty acres of land and
afterward entered some from the Government.

AVith characteristic energ3' he began the develop-

ment of a farm, and, as his financial resources have

increased, has extended its boundaries until it now
comprises eight hundred and forty acres in a

body. He also owns an additional tract of one

hundred and sixty acres. His first home was re-

placed in 1869 by his palatial residence of to-day.

Many other excellent improvements have been

made, and the place seems complete in all its ap-

pointments, being one of the model farms of the

community.

In 1869, Mr. Warrick was called upon to mourn
the loss of his second wife, and on the 18th of

March, 1873, he married Mrs. Lizzie Short, of La
Fayette, Ind. She was born in New York City,

March 27, 1832. Her father was Judge William

Jeiiner, of Paterson, N. J., and her grandfather,
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William Jenner, was also a professional man. He
was a son of Dr. Edward Jenner, who discovered

the process of vaccination. lie was born in

Bcrlveley, Gloucestershire, England, in 1749, and

died in 1823. On tlie erection of his statue in

England, all his descendants had half-fare tickets

to attend, but Mrs. Warrick did not go. Her

mother, who bore the maiden name of Sophia

Deamies, was born in New York City, of Pennsyl-

vania-Dutch ancestry. She came of a famous fam-

ily of the Baptist Church. Her death occurred

in De Soto, Wis., in 1880. Mrs. Warrick was first

married to John Short, in La Fayette, Ind., whither

she had removed at the age of seventeen years.

Tiie death of her husband occurred in 1861. She

continued to reside in La Fayette until her mar-

riage to Mr. Warrick in 1873, and since that time

they have resided in Concord Township. Unto

them have been born three children: Pearl, born

in this township, June 25, 1874, has attended St.

Jo Seminary, at Kankakee, for five years, giving

special attention to the study of music; Nita Lee,

born March 13, 1876, also possesses considerable

musical talent and for iive j'ears has been a student

in St. Jo Seminary, from which she expects togiad-

uate; James Jenner, the only son. was born Octo-

ber 23, 1879, and displays special aptitude in his

studies, especially in mathematics.

Mr. Warrick has had eigliteen children, ten of

whom are yet living; thirty-one grandchildren,

twentj'-four yet living; and five great-grand-

children. The familj' is one of prominence in this

community, and the Warrick household is the

abode of hospitality. Its members rank high in

social circles and their friends are many.

Mr. Warrick is a valued citizen of this com-

munity and has ever labored for the best interests

of the town and count3' in which he resides. One

act which he performed is especially worthy of

mention. It was in 1872 that the township of

Concord issued §25,000 worth of bonds, payable

in ten years, at ten per cent, interest. Our subject

claimed the issue of those bonds to be unconstitu-

tional, and as the result of his action in the matter

tiiere arose a strong case of litigation, which was

cirried through the county courts and then into

llii- Tnited States, Circuit and the Supreme Courts.

The case was at last decided as Mr. Warrick had de-

clared. The attorneys of the county seat ( AVatseka)

informed Mr. Warrick that he was wrong in his

decision, but, being thoroughly convinced that he

was not, he pushed the matter to tiie end and the

decision was given which saved tiie township a

total of Si50,000. The men who defended the case

in favor of the township were Samuel Warrick,

John B. Hill and George Wright, and they cer-

tainly deserve great credit for their labors along

this line.

Mr. Warrick is a well-informed man, having ac-

quired an excellent knowledge through extensive

reading and observation. He cast his first vote

in 1832 for the Whig candidate and in 1856 he

voted for John C. Fremont, the first candidate of

the Republican party. Four years later, he sup-

ported Abraham Lincoln and since that time he

has affiliated with the Democracy. He has long

been a faithful member of the Christian Church,

to wliich his wife and two youngest daughters also

belong. We see in Mr. Warrick a self-made man.

He has met with some obstacles and difficulties but

has overcome these by industry, perseverance and

a strong determination to succeed, and has steadily

worked his way upward to a position of wealth

.and affluence. Fair and honorable in all his deal-

ings, he has won the confidence of those with

whom he has been brought in contact, and his life

is well worthy of emulation.

^j¥^ DWIN D. MrNEAL, a wealthy farmer who

Ir^
makes his home on section 21, is one of the

It—'-^ early settlers of Danforth Township. At

the time of his locating here, this portion of the

county was almost a wilderness; but little of it was

improved, and only a few families lived in this

community. He is a native of the Green Mountain

State, his birth having occurred Octoljer 21, 1843,

in Caledonia County. He is a son of Daniel Mc
Neal of the same county, as was also his grand-

father, John McNeal. The family is of Scotch de-

scent and came with a colony who were among the

i
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first settlers in that portion of tlie State. The county

was called by them Caledonia, after the name which

is }{ivcn to their native country.

Tiie great-grandfather of our subject served in

the War of tlie Kevolution, and his grandfather

participated in tiie War of 1812. The father of

our subject grew to man's estate in "Vermont, and

then married Lydia J. Smith, of English descent,

and who was also born in the same -State. Mr. Mc
Xeal was a mechanic and after his marriage worked

at his trade. In 18.55, he moved to Illinois, locat-

ing in La Salle County, at Ottawa. There he

worked as a wheelwright and also as a wagon and

carriage maker and did business in that place for a

number of years. In 1862, he went to Seneca,

where he also followed his occupation for several

successive years. At the present time, he has re-

tired from active life and in Seneca is enjoying a

well-earned rest after his years <>{ toil.

Our subject is the .second in order of birth in a

family of four sons, who came to Illinois with

their parents in 18.54. The eldest, Charles W.,

resides in California. He was a soldier in the late

war .and enlisted in the One Hundred and Fourth

Illinois Infantry. Wiiile in the army he lost his

healtli, and was discharged on account of disability.

William AV. is a merchant in Seneca, 111., and was

also a soldier of the late war, belonging to the Sixty-

third Infantry. The 3'Oungest of the family, 5Iilo

P., is a painter by trade and makes Ijis home in

Florida.

The boyhfiod days of our subject were passed in

Ottawa, La Salle County, where he received good

common and High School privileges. In 1861,

responding to the call of his country for assistance,

he enlisted in the Seventy-second Illinois Infantry

and became a member of Compan}' li. He entered

the service for three years and served until his

discharge at the close of the war. Starting as a

private, he was promoted to the rank of First

Lieutenant, hut was not mustered in as such, but

served as Orderly Sergeant. He participated in

numerous battles, engagements and skirmishes, and

never received serious injury. Among the battles

in which he took part were those of Champion Hill,

Big Black Kiver, and the as.sault on A'icksburg,

May 19 and 22, 1863, and the taking of that city

on the 4th of July of that year. He was also in the

l)attles of Spring Hill (Tenn.), Columbia, Frank-

lin, Nashville, siege of ISIobile and Spanish Fort.

During one of the engagements Mr. INIcXeal lost

the hearing of one ear by the discharge of a cannon

within about six feet of where lie was standing.

He was knocked over by the shock and w.as uncon-

scious for about tliree hours. He was honoiuably

discharged at \'icksburg, August 14, 1865, and re-

turned at once to his home in La Salle County.

In his earlier life, Mr. McNeal had learned the

wagon-maker's trade, and in this business he en-

gaged for six years in Seneca, and also farmed for

two years near that village. He came to Iroquois

County in 1872 and purchased property, which he

partly improved. Here he lived for about two

vears and brought his farm under a fair state of

cultivation, but in 1874 again returned to Seneca,

where he engaged in the wagon manufactory for a

period of four years. In the spring of 1877, he

came back to the farm and built on it a large and

substantial residence, good barns and other build-

ings, and has so improved and developed his prop-

erty' that he now has a valuable and desirable farm.

At the time of his first .settlement here the country

was very wild and but little impi-oved. He first

purchased a tract of eighty acres, to which he has

since added an adjoining forty acres. His farm is

situated six miles west of Gilman.

In Seneca, on the 2d of June, 1867, occurred

the marriage of Mr. McNeal and Miss Margery E.

Rodgers, who was born in Cass County, Mich. She

is a daughter of Samuel Hodgers, of Scotch descent

and a native of A'irginia. Mrs. McNeal came to

Illinois when a child of twelve years and was

reared and educated in La Salle County, where she

was afterward a successful teacher. The union of

our subject and his wife has been blessed with five

children: Frank, Mildred, Estella and Jessie are

now living, while one child died at the age of two

months. The family attends the Methodist Epis-

copal Church at La Ilogue, and with it Mr. and

Mrs. McNeal hold membership.

Our subject has been a supporter of the Repub-

lican party since he attained his majority. His

first ballot was cast for Gen. U. S. Grant in 1868,

and he has voted for every nominee of the party
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since that time. Mr. McNeal lias never aspired to

political or official positions, but has ever discharged

his duties of citizenship in a faithful manner. He
is a friend to education and a hearty supporter of

the public-school system. He has served for sev-

eral years as a member of the School Board, in fact,

since the organization of his school district.

Nearly his whole life has been spent in Illinois

and over twenty years of this time in Iroquois

County. He has won the esteem and confidence

of all with whom he has come in contact, for his

course has always been marked with honor to him-

self and credit to his friends.

\|l'AMES H. ALLEN, of the firm of Parker

ife Allen, bankers, of Gilman, is one of the

^,^1 ,
early pioneers of Iroquois County, and is

^^/J well known to most of its citizens. He was

bom in Preble County, Ohio, on the 24th of Jan-

uarjf, 1832. His grandfather, James Allen, when

about twelve years of age emigrated from Ireland

to America with his parents, who settled in South

Carolina. After his marriage, he removed to Ohio,

among the early pioneer settlers. In that State,

Andrew Allen, the father of our subject, was born

February 9, 1808. On reaching maturity-, he mar-

ried Miss Sophia Bennett, who was a native of

Pennsylvania. She died when our subject was a

lad of about eight years old, leaving' three chil-

dren, only two of whom are now living: James

H., and S. S., who is a merchant of Frankfort, Ind.

After the death of his first wife, the father mar-

ried Elizabeth Morton, who had three daughters.

In 1841, Mr. Allen emigrated to Clinton County,

Ind., where he devoted himself to clearing and

developing a farm. He died in 1855, with ty-

phoid fever. In politics, he was a Whig. In

earlier life, he belonged to the Associate Reformed

Church, but later became identified with the Meth-

odist Church.

James II. Allen, like most of the boys who
grew up in the State of Indiana at an early

day, enjoyed such limited educational advan-

tages as were afforded by the old-time schools.

Being the eldest child, he was early inured to

hard labor. Until his father's death, in 1855, he

remained on the farm. At that time, leaving the

old home, he and his brother engaged in the dry-

goods business at Williamsport, Ind. There, on

the 12th of April, 1859, Mr. Allen was joined in

the bonds of matrimony with Laura C, daughter

of Robert Chandler, who emigrated from New
Jersey to Williamsport in the early history of that

locality and became a prominent lawyer at that

place. Mrs. Allen was born in Williamsport, April

5, 1840. Unto our subject and his wife h.ave been

born four cliildren, of whom two are living:

Robert C, editor and proprietor of the Oilman

Star, mentioned elsewhere in this beautiful vol-

ume; and Elsie.

In 1861, Mr. Allen and his brother disposed of

their interest in the store in Indiana and came to

IMiddleport, Iroquois County. Here they entered

into partnership with George B. Joiner and car-

ried on business a short time. Then our subject,

with Mr. Joiner, purchased the brother's interest,

he locating in Terre Haute, Ind. About six

years later, they moved their store up the rail-

road, where the young town of Watseka was

starting, though it had not 3'et assumed that

name. Having purchased his partner's interest,

Mr. Allen continued merchandising in Watseka

until 1868, when he started in the drj'-goods

business in Climax. In this line he continued suc-

cessfully for five years. In Julj', 1873, he joined

D. L. Parker in the banking business, they buying

out the interest of Wilson & Son, who had been

running a bank there for some time. The title of

the new firm was Parker & Allen, which firm

name has never been changed.

Until 1884, Mr. Allen was a stanch Republican,

having cast his first vote for John C. Fremont.

Since the date named he has affiliated with the

Prohibition party. He and his worthj' wife are

active workers in the Methodist Episcopal Church,

where he holds the offices of Steward and Trustee.

In addition to his banking business, Mr. Allen is

interested in farming land and town property.

He began life near the bottom round of the lad-

der, financially considered, and his accumulations

have been the result of close application to busi-
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ness aud judicious inveslnieuts. Mr. and Mrs.

Allen rank higii in the regard of the people of

this county, and their pleasant home is the abode

of liospitalit^- and happiness. He bears the repu-

tation of being a man of strict integrity, whose

word is as good as his bond.

f/, , OWARD LYON, one of the representative

If )j: and progressive farmers of Onarga Town-

j\^^ *hip, wiio owns and operates four hundred

(^) and ten acres of land, is one of the early

settlers of the county. He was born in Stock-

bridge, AViudsor County, \'t., on the 1st of March,

1831, and is a son of Amasa and Pollj- (Barnes)

Lyon,botii of whom were natives of the Green

Mountain State. Four children were born unto

them, three of whom are yet living.

In the State of his nativity, our subject spent

the days of his bo\liood and youth, and after at-

taining to mature years he was married on the

22d of April, 18.56, to Miss Betsy Brown, daugli-

ter of Robert Brown. In tlie fall of the same year,

they removed to Illinoi.-;. settling in Iroquois

County, west of Onarga. In December, 1857,

while returning on a visit to her old home, Mrs.

Lyon was drowned while crossing the river at De-

troit, Mich. After the death of his wife, Mr. Lj'on

remained for eighteen months in Vermont, and

then returned to this State, in the spring of 1859,

locating on a farm four miles south of Onarga,

where he has since resided. He had at first rented

a farm in connection with his brother.

On the 11th of Februaiy, 1864, Mr. Lyon was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.

Caroline Sanders, widow of Richard .Sanders.

There were five children born of that union, all

sons: James, born March 29, 1865; Edward, Octo-

ber 17, 1867; William, Xovember 22, 1868; Perry,

December 15, 1869, and Robert, July 17, 1871.

One is married, Edward, who wedded Miss Sadie

Hiller, daughter of George and Mar^' Ililler, and
they have a little child, Howard. The mother of this

family was called to her final rest on the 12th of

!May, 1879. Jlr. Lyon was again married, March

3, 1880, the ladj- of his choice being Mrs. Eveline

Libhart, widow of P. T. B. Libhart. The lad^- was

born in Bainbridge, Chenango County, N. Y., De-

cember 22, 1833. Her parents, Isaac and Eliza

(Miller) Dalton, were both natives of Penns3'l-

vania. In childhood, they emigrated to New
Y'ork. In 1815. thej- moved to Wisconsin and a few

years later returned to New York. In 1861, the^'

moved to Iroquois County, and there the father

spent his last days, dying in 1877, aged about sixtj^-

three years. His widow lives near Gilmau, aged sev-

enty-eight years. After thirteen years of age, Mrs

Lyon lived with her relatives in Michigan, where'

she married October 23, 1853, Mr. Libhart. In the

fall of the same year, Mr. Libhai t moved to Del

Rey, where he ran a sawmill. He died in Buckley

in 1873. Bj' her former marriage Mrs. L3'on had

five children, as follows: Hubert C, born .Septem-

ber 18, 1854, married Miss Dora Hayhurst, and re-

sides in Momence, 111., with his wife and daughter

Leo. Julietta, born August 6, 1856, is the wife of

Andrew Camp, a resident of Monona County,

Iowa, and thej' have six children, namely: Helen

D., Ilosea, Fred, Annie, Agnes and Josie. Mary

Alice, born April 20, 1858, is the wife of Alfred

Vanordstrand, by whom she has three children:

!Mahel E., Hubert R. and Jlildied, and they reside

near Momence, III. William R., born April 8,

1859, wedded Miss Mary Beatie, daughter of

Abraham and Elizabeth Beatie, and resides in

Sycamore, 111., with their four children: Coila,

Frank, Myrtle and Marx. Estella B., born Janu-

ary 3, 1861, is the wife of James Nichols and tlieir

home is near Lake Village, Ind. Thej- have four

children; Floyd, Faj-, Beulah and Eunice.

As before stated, Mr. Lyon has resided upon his

present farm since 1859. and now owns and

operates four hundred and ten .acres of land, which

is under a high state of cultivation and well im-

proved. In connection 'with general farming, he

has also paid considerable attention tostock-iaismg,

and by his industry, perseverance and good man-

agement has acquired a hamlsome competence.

Mr. Ljon is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and his wife jiolds membership with the

Presbyterian Church. In politics, he is a sup-

porter of Republican principles and is a valued
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citizen of the communit}'. For more than a third

of a century, he has here made his home, has

watched the growth and development of the

count}', has aided in its upbuilding, and well de-

serves mention among its pioneers.

^

5)ILLIAM McCLAVE, a successful and en-

terprising farmer of Artesia Township,

^^^/ was born on the 24th of July, 1834, in

Clermont County, Ohio, near Cincinnati, and is de-

scended from an old New England family. His

father, Stevenson IMcClave, was born in the town

of Lyme, N. H., and after arriving at years of

maturity he married Miss (Sarah Ban ghart, a native

of New Jersej'. Tiiey became the parents of eight

children: John, William, Susan, Sarah, Michael

and Robert are j'et living, and Martha and

David are deceased. The father of this fam-

ily died on the 4th of November, 1888, at the ripe

old age of eighty-two years. His wife was called

to her final rest in March, 1878, more than ten

years previous to the death of her husband.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood of our subject, which was quietl}*

passed in the State of his nativity. On the 6lh of

October, 1856, he was married to Miss Sarah E.

Muchmore, daughter of Gai-rett and Elizabeth

(Hickson) M^ichmore, of Hamilton County, Ohio,

where Mrs. McClave was born October 6, 1838.

Seven children were born unto them, as follows:

Lee, who was born August 19, 1857; May, born

Maj' 1, 1859, is now the wife of Jesse T. McClave,

a farmer residing about three miles northwest of

Buckley; Amer T., born April 8, 1861; Mattie,

born December 22, 1863, became the wife of George

Baker, who was killed by lightning April 26, 1888,

in IMinnesota, leaving two children: Lela and

William, who reside with their mother, in Onarga,

111.; Robert, born Januar}- 29, 1866, married Miss

Emma Holz, daughter of Matthew Holz, and unto

them has been born a son, Stanley Lee; Sybil,

born October 14, 1868, is at home; and Zoe, born

February 2, 1871, is the wife of Walter Birch-

enough. The first child died when about a year

old, but the others are all yet living.

About two years afterhismarriage, Mr. McClave

came to Illinois, in 1858, emigrating from Ohio.

He settled on a farm in Iroquois Count}', about a

mile and a-half northwest of the present site of

Buckley, and has since there made his home, de-

voting his time and attention to agricultural pur-

suits. His home farm comprises one hundred and

sixty acres of land under a high state of cultiva-

tion and well improved, and he also owns another

farm of one hundred and sixty acres three miles

east of Buckley. He has given considerable at-

tention to stock-raising, but now devotes the

greater part of his time to the improvement of his

land. He is recognized as a practical and pro-

gressive farmer, and the neat appearance of his

place indicates his thrift and enterprise.

Mr. McClave has been called upon to serve in

several official positions of honor and trust in the

township, having for five j'ears held the office of

Supervisor of Artesia Township. Socially, he is a

member of Buckley Lodge No. 634, A. F. k A.. IM.,

and in politics is a supporter of Republican prin-

ciples. His duties of citizenship are ever faith-

fully performed, and he takes a commendable in-

terest in all that pertains to the welfare of the

community and its upbuilding. Mrs. McClave is

a member of the Methodist Church.

*^^^^S

/^v HARLES H. COMSTOCK, one of the enter-

II ~^ prising and substantial business men and

influential citizens of Ashkum, is a dealer

in grain, lumber, live stock and farm implements

at that place. He is a native of Massaeliusetts,

and was born in Berkshire County, his birtii oc-

curring in the town of Adams, on the 22d of April,

1839, in the same house in which his mother was

born. He is a son of Amos Comstock, a native of

the Jimpire State, and who grew to maturity there.

The grandfather of our subject was born in New
England. Charles H. Comstock is of the seventh

generation of the Comstock family who have lived

in the United States. Two brothers of that name
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settled in Xew England in the early days of Rhode

Island. Tiiey were of English descent, and our

siihjet't's grandmother and his relatives belonged

to the Society of Friends, and originally settled in

Rhode Island.

Amos C'onistock, after reaching man's estate,

married in the town of Adams, Berkshire County,

Hannah Upton, daughter of Isaac Upton, who was

also a member of the Society of Friend.s. After

liis marriage he located in Eastern New York, where

he engaged in agricultural pursuits for a number

of years. Later, he returned to Massachusetts, set-

tling near Adams, where he engaged in farming and

stock-raising. He carried on business for a number

of years successfully, but later met with reyerses

and then went to Michigan, where he located in

Lapeer County. This was about the year 18.50,

and in what was almost a wilderness he opened up

a farm, on which he lived until death claimed him

in 1855. His wife survived him for several years,

and after her husband's death she returned to the

East, where she resided for a few years, and then

made her home with a son at Grand Rapids,

.Mich. She departed this life in 18()5, leaving

many to mourn her loss. She was an active mem-
ber of the Society of Friends.

Of a family of nine children, eight of whom
grew to mature years, Upton, who died at the age

of fifteen j-ears, was the eldest; Anna died in 1841;

.lulictta died in 1889, at the age of seventy rears;

Rev. William resides at Allendale, Mich., and is a

minister of the Wesleyan Methodist Church; Da-

vid B. was a prominent merchjint of Grand Rapids,

Mich., for a number of years, and died there

in 1874; Ph(ebe .lane and Hannah Maria, twins, the

former of whom died in infancy, and the latter of

whom is married and makes her home in Adams
Township, Berkshire County, Mass.; Isaac U. lives

in Michigan and is a natural mechanic and jeweler

h^- trade; and our subject is the youngest of the

family.

Mr. Comstock whose name heads this record re-

moved to Michigan with his parents when a lad

of fourteen. He received good common-school

advantages and worked on a farm during the sum-

mer season. Since arriving at man's estate he has

received a good business education and is well-read

and informed 'and keeps''posted in general litera-

ture, science, and the affairs of the Government.

After his father's death he removed to Vermont

and assisted his brother-in-law, who was a mill-

wright and carjienter. In Massachusetts, he learned

the carriage-maker's trade, and in November, 1859,

came to Illinois. He located at Manteno and

started a carriage manufactory, in which business

he was quite succe.ssful. He next engaged as man-

ager of a grain elevator and took charge of that

business for a cousin, G. P. Comstock. In the

spring of 1865, our subject went to Peotone and

there engaged for himself in the grain business for

a i)eriod of about three years; he later removed to

Chebanse, where he built the first elevator in that

town. After two years of business in that place,

he sold out to F. J. Taylor, after which he con-

tinued in business for about one 3'ear. During

that time he introduced a patent end gate of his

own invention. In 1871, Mr. Comstock located

in Ashkum and there built an elevator and exten-

sively engaged in the grain business in partnership

with his cousin, G. P. Comstock, of Chicago, who
remained a member of the firm for several years,

but has since died. Our subject for twenty-one

j'ears has been actively engaged in the grain busi-

ness in this village and has had several other lines

of business in addition to this. Since 1872, he has

handled wagons and farm implements. Mr. Cora-

stock's patent has been a source of great revenue

to him, and from it for many years he has received

about 14,000 per annum, and all of the wagons

which he handles he has received in partial pay-

ment for the use of his patent gate.

In Peotone, III., Mr. Comstock was united in

marriage with Adelia Kellogg, November 1.3, 1866.

The lad3' was born at Lyons, III., and is a daugh-

ter of Solomon Kellogg. Mr. and Mrs. Comstock

are the parents of seven children: Louise A., Alice

S., Carrie A., Mae R., Clinton C, William H.,

and (ieorge K. They also h.-ul two daughters

who died in infancy.

During his life, Mr. Comstock has met with a

number of narrow escapes from death. Three

times falling timbers fairly grazed his head in their

descent. Politically, he is identified with the Re-

Ijublican (larty. He has never aspired to official
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positions but has given liis attention to his exten-

sive business interests. He ships from four to five

hundred cars of grain per j'ear and also has an ex-

tensive lumber trade. During his long residence

in this and adjoining counties, Mr. Comstock has

made many friends both in a business and in a so-

cial way. He is a man of superior inventive talent

and has shown enterprise and industry excelled

by few.

4^ ^^

;RANK M. CRANGLE, County Superin-

tendent of Schools for Iroquois County,

has held the position since December 1,

1891. He is a native of Illinois, his birth having

occurred in Grundy County, Januarj- 3, 1861.

His father, James Crangle, was born in County

Down, Ireland, March 17, 1837, and with his par-

ents emigrated to America when nine years of age,

the family settling near Morris, Grundy County,

111., where he engaged in farming.

Mr. Crangle, Sr., was married in Brookfield, I^a

Salle County, 111., November 29, 1855, to Miss

Bridget Farrel, who was born in Ottawa, 111., of

Irish parentage. Unto them were born six. sons

and seven daughters, ten of whom are j-et living:

Peter W., a farmer at home; John, also at home;

Frank M., of this sketch; James, who died in in-

fancy in Rock Island; Mary A., who is teaching

school in Buckley; Ellen, who died September 17,

1889; Sarah; Alice Cary, who is teaching at

Danforth, 111.; Jessie, at home; Lucy, who is at-

tending school in Crescent City; Charles, who
died November 24, 1889; James P. and Edna, who
complete the family.

Mr. Crangle, Sr., enlisted for the late war on the

10th of August, 1862, as a member of the Seventy-

second Illinois Infantrj', under Col. Fred Staring,

that being the first regiment fitted out by the

Board of Trade in Chicago. He participated in

the battle of Champion Hill and in the charges

on Yicksburg, Maj- 19 and 22. He also engaged

in the battle of Franklin and in several skirmishes,

making a good record as a brave and gallant sol-

dier. He is a Democrat and has been chosen to

various public positions of honor and trust. He
was first elected Justice of the Peace in Grundy
County and held the office for eight yeais. On
the 4th of March, 1869, he removed from Grundy
to Iroquois County, and settled in Ash Grove
Township, where he has since resided. He
purchased a fine quarter-section of land, which he

now has under a high state of cultivation. In

the spring of 1878, he was elected Supervisor for

Ash Grove Township, and has been re-elected to

the same office several times since. His first major-

ity was one hundred and two, the largest ever

cast in his town ; the issue being the enjoining of the

pajnnent of the railroad bonds and to him is due the

honor of settling the railroad bonds so satisfactor-

ilj' to a majority of the citizens of his town. The
parents of Mr. Crangle both returned to Ireland to

spend their remaining days, where the father died

in 1850, and the mother in 1856.

Frank M. Crangle was reared on his father's

farm. During the summers of 1874-75 he was his

father's covv-bo}', herding cattle on the prairies.

His horse and book were his sole companions, and

while the cattle grazed quietly he was storing his

mind with useful knowledge. He attended the

district schools and subsequently took a course of

study at Grand Prairie Seminary. In the spring

of 1876, having passed a satisfactory examination,

he was awarded a teacher's certificate and taught

his first school the following autumn in the Search

Underwood District, although not then seventeen

years of age. During the succeeding six years he

attended the Grand Prairie Seminary and taught

in his home and adjoining schools: Pleasant Hill,

Fairview and Schwer. A notable thing is that he

taught for eight years in the four districts in the

vicinity of his home, which attests his popularity

and success as a teacher where he was best known.

In 1886, he was employed b^- the School Board of

Crescent City, and successfully taught its graded

school for four 3'ears. He then engaged as teacher

of the Buckley school, but resigned that position

after three months to accept the Oiflce of County

Superintendent of Schools, to which he was elected

in the fall of 1891. While the usual Republican

majority in this county had previously been seven

hundred and fifty-eight, he, as a Democrat, re-
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ccived five hundred and ninety-one majority,

making a eliange of thirteen hundred and forty-

nine votes.

Socially, Mr. Crangle is a meraher of Standard

Lodge No. 607, I. O. (). F., of Crescent City; Cres-

cent Camp, M. W. A.; ilon Ami Lodge, K. P.; and

Watseka Camp. Sons of Veterans. Since his elec-

tion to the office of County Superintendent of

Schools, Mr. Crangle has made his home in Wat-

>eka. He has an interest in a farm in Hayes

County, Neb., but does not anticipate a removal

from Iroquois County, which has so long been his

liome. An experienced and practical teacher him-

self. Mr. Crangle possesses a thorough education in

all branches taught in the public schools, and has

proven a most successful officer, having performed

the arduous duties of his position with ability and

fidelity. Some idea of the responsibility attached

to the office of Superintendent of Schools in Iro-

quois C'ount3- m.ay be formed when it is known

that the conntj- maintains two hundred and thirtv-

four schools, emplo\s three hundred and six

teachers, and the school records show an enroll-

ment of sixteen thousand seven hundred and

eighty scholai-s. Mr. Crangle is a young man
possessed of superior ability, unquestioned integ-

rity, and is blessed with a genial, cordial manner

and whole-souled good-fellowship that have won
him hosts of friends.

BTKPHEN EYRICIL who is the owner of

a fine farm of two hundred and forty acres

! on section 31), Beaver Townsliip, Iroquois

County, is a native of Germany. He was

born in Saxe-Coburg, in the town of White Hansen,

February l-I, 1841, and is a son of Joseph and

Marguerite (Geuther) F^yrich. The fii-st sixteen

years of his life were spent in his native land,

and he then determined to make his home in

America. Crossing the broad Atlantic, he came

at once to Will Count}-, 111., where his elder

brother, Nichol.is Evricli. was then living. He

there began to work by the month, and was thus

employed until his marriage.

On the 1st of November, 1866, Mr. Eyrich was

joined in wedlock with Miss Emily Deininger, of

AVill County, who was bora in Wurtemberg, in

the town of Saxon Hansen, Germany, on the 10th

of March, 1849. When four years of age, she was

brought by her parents to this countrj-, and her

education was acquired in the public schools. Pre-

vious to his marriage, Mr. Eyrich purchased forty

acres of land, and the young couple began their

domestic life upon that farm. At length, he sold

out in Will County and came to Iroquois County,

where he ])urchased one hundred and sixty acres

of land at Si 2.50 per acre. This was a raw tract,

but he at once began placing it under the plow and

soon abundant harvests rewarded his labors. He

has since purch.ased an additional eighty-.acre tract

and now has a tine farm. In fact, it is considered

one of the model farms of the county, being com-

plete in all its appointments. His home, a pleas-

.int, commodious residence, is supplied with water

furnished by a force pump and windmill. His well

is one hundred and seventy-nine feet deep and

furnishes a never-failing supply of pure water. His

large barn, with a basement, is built in modern

style, and his outbuildings are all models of con-

venience.

The F;yrich family numbers six children, and

the}- lost three who died in infancy. In order of

birth they are as follows: Nicholas, born August

20, 1867; John, July 18, 1869; Minnie, June 23.

1871; Philip. September 30, 1873; Joseph, August

30, 187.T; and Maggie, June 28, 1879. The chil-

dren have all received good educational advan-

tages, and Miss Minnie has successfully engaged in

teaching for about two yeai-s, beginning at the

age of seventeen.

Mr. Eyrich exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Democratic party, and his first

vote W.1S cast for Horace Greeley in 1872. Him-

self and wife were reared in the faith of the Luth-

eran Church, but are now members of the Chris-

tian Church, to which their children also belong.

They are highly respected people, and the Eyrich

household is the abode of hospitality and the mem-

bers of the family rank high in social circles. Mr.
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F^yrich lias erected a beautiful two-story residence

on his eight\' acres on section 31, which is a model

residence. On the premises is a superb vvell, one

hundred and forty-two feet deep, which has a

never-failing supply of water. Our subject is a

worthy and valued citizen, and his success in life

is due to his own efforts. We take pleasure in

presenting to our readers this record of his life

work.

' OHN NEL.SON, the efficient Postmaster of

Donovan, is of Swedish birth, born in the

southern part of Sweden, on the 5th of

\^^' August, 1844. His parents were Swan and

Christina (Johnson) Nelson. His father was a

farmer, and in the usual manner of farmer lads the

days of his boyhood and 3'outh were passed. His

education was acquired in the public schools, and

at the age of seventeen he left the fields to accept

a position as clerk in a mercantile establishment.

When a young man of nineteen }'ears, Mr. Nel-

son determined to seek a home in the New World,
i

of whose advantages and privileges he had heard
j

so much. On crossing the Atlantic he at once
j

went to Chicago and from there took a trip to

the South, but eventually returned to Illinois and

made a location in Beaver Township, Iroquois

County, where he began to work as a farm hand.

He worked bj- the month and for himself until

1872, when he again began clerking, this time be-

ing employed in Iroquois. He afterward secured

a position as salesman in Sheldon. Later, he re-

moved to Donovan, where he embarked in busi-

ness. He has since been closely connected with

the welfare of the place and is recognized as one of

its prominent and influential citizens.

On the 10th of August, 1874, Mr. Nelson led to

the marriage altar Miss Anna Sophia Jansen, of

Watseka. Tiie lady was born in Central Sweden

and came to America with her grandfather, who

died in Buffalo, N. Y. Her father is still living in

the land of his nativity. Unto our subject and his

wife have been born four children: Charles August

Ernest, .John Walter, Oscar Lyle and Neva Josie.

On becoming an American citizen, Mr. Nelson

joined the ranks of the Republican party, and

has since been one of its stalwart supporters and a

warm advocate of its principles. His fellow-citi-

zens, appi'eciating his worth and ability, have

called upon him to serve in various positions of

honor and trust. He has filled the office of

Township Clerk and Collector, was Assessor for

eight terms and Supervisor for two terms, dis-

charging his duties with promptness and fidel-

itjf, showing that the confidence reposed in him

was not by any means misplaced. He was ap-

pointed Postmaster of Donovan by President Ar-

thur, and during President Harrison's administra-

tion he was re-appointed. He is a popular officer

who fills the position with credit to himself and to

the satisfaction of his constituents. He has served

his party as a delegate to the county and State

conventions. Mr. Nelson is an active member of

and faithful worker in the Swedish Methodist

Episcopal Church of Beaver Township, and lie-

longs to the Masonic lodge of Donovan, in which

he has held the position of Secretary. He has a

wide acquaintance throughout the community and

is held in the highest regard by all who know him

for his sterling worth and straightforward busi-

ness dealings.

K^^ UOO ROUGK is proprietor of a nuachine

Vi shop in Sheldon and deals in all kinds of

^ machinery. He is doing an excellent bus-

iness at this place, where he has carried on

operations for about three years. His life record is

as follows: He was born in Saxon}^ Germany,

December 17, 1856, and with one exception is the

youngest in a family of four children. His jjarents,

William and Wilhelmina (Froman) Rougk.are also

natives of Germany. His father has been an en-

gine-builder and a large manufacturer, and by

good business ability, industry and perseverance,

has accumulated a large property. He is now a

well-preserved old gentleman of seventy. For

the past fifteen years he has lived retired, and is

now resting in the enjoyment of a good fortune

acquired through his own efforts.
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Whon a lad of eleven j'ears, our subject left

home and sailed for America, locating in Hartford,

Conn., where he served an apprenticeship to the

trade of a machinist in the Woodruff & Beech

Iron Works. On the expiration of his four years'

term of service, he was employed as oiler and wa-

ter-tender on an ocean steamer and to that work

devoted his energies for the succeeding thret years.

After leaving the ocean steamer, he entered Brat's

Institute, of Brookh'n, X. Y., a school of mechanics,

from which he was graduated. Subsequent to this

he served for a period in the United States Nav3'.

Later he passed an examination given by tlie

I'nited States Inspector of Steamboats and re-

ceived a license from the Government to run tug

boats on the river at New York City. Subsequently

we find him in Galveston, Tex., and in other points

in the South. In 1879, Mr. Rougk went to South

America, and there remained for nine months, be-

ing located in Rio Janeiro, Brazil, after which he

returned to Hartford, Conn. He worked in the

machine sliops in that cit\- for a time, and then going

to Asplnwall, Panama, he there held the position of

master mechanic for a few months, after which he

went to the Cape of Good Hope on what proved

a fruitless attempt to secure a fortune in the dia-

mond fields of Africa.

Mr. Kougk returned bv a (Toodrich steamer, and

after a short time spent at home started on a trip

to the Friendly Islands, where he spent five

months. He next went to San Francisco, Cal.,

and was there engaged as engineer on some of

the largest boats that put into that port. On
tlie "Cit3- of Sidney" he sailed from the Golden

Gate to Sidney and Melbourne. Australia, a dis-

tance of seven thousand miles. He made this trip

fourteen times, serving as second engineer. After-

ward, he sailed to Yokohama. Japan, where he was

employed for nine months under the Japanese Gov-
ernment. While at that place, he became thor-

oughly conversant with the Chinese language.

Ere his return to San Francisco, Mr. Rougk went

to San Jose and entered the employ of Joseph Er-

uight & Son, as a builder of engines. Ten months

later, we find him in Los Angeles, where he was

sent to put in the electric-light pl.ant. Afterward

he returned to San Francisco and entered the

steamboat business, but this venture did not prove

a success by reason of strong competition, and Mr.

Kougk lost several thousand dollars. In company

with his brother, he next went to Mexico, riding

mules to that place, and thence to Ft. Worth, Tex.,

where he and bis brother separated and Hugo
made his way to Galveston, the same State. A few

months afterward, he arranged to meet his brother

in Chicago, where he expected to find employment.

On reaching that cit}', he had only twent^'-five

cents. His brother secured a position at once, but

it was three months before our subject was as for-

tunate. He then obtained work with the Knick-

erbocker Ice Company in setting up engines.

It was in 1887 that Mr. Rougk left Chicago

and came to Iroquois County, locating in Watseka,

where he went into the machine business. He
afterward sold out and engaged in the work of re-

pairing engines, etc., which he followed for a

few months, when he entered the employ of A. B.

Roiib iV Co., with whom he remained five years.

He then embarked in business for himself. His

capital was small and he had but few tools but his

business rapidly increased and in order to meet the

growing demand he constantly enlarged his facili-

ties and built a new shop. In 1891, he removed

his business to Sheldon, where he built a large

factory and filled it with the best machinery and

every facility for attending to the exteii>ivc trade

which is his.

In 1890, Mr. Rougk was joined in wedlock with

Miss Maggie Milhouser, and unto them has been

born a son, Charlie. Although they liave been

residents of this community- but a short time, they

are widelv and favorably known and .are held in

high regard b3' their many friends. Few if any

residents of Iroquois County have traveled more

extensively than our subject, who h.as been from

the Orient to the Occident and has visited many
points of note and interest. In his travels, he has

learned many tongues and can fluently speak the

German, English, Spanish and Chinese languages.

Mr. Rougk votes the Democratic ticket but

I takes no active part in political affairs, preferring

to devote his entire time and attention to his busi-

ness interests. He is recognized as one of the bus-

I
iest men of the county. We have seen tliat in his
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life he has met with some reverses and obstacles,

but lias overcome these by perseverance and indus-

trj', and since eleven years of age has made his

own way in the world. Working his way steadily

upward, he has secured an excellent business and

his labors have brought to him a comfortable com-

petence. He is truly a self-made man and his ex-

ample in many respects is well worthy of emula-

tion.

ii-^-i^il^^^

H. CHAPMAN, who resides on section

33, Lovejoy Township, has for almost a

f^A^ quarter of a century made his home in

^^ this county, and is recognized as a citi-

zen of sterling worth and strict integrity and one

of the leading agriculturists of the community. As

he is widely and favorabl}' known, we feel assured

that this record of his life will prove of interest

to many of our readers. A native of Connecti-

cut, he was born in New Haven County, March

25, 1836, and was the eighth in order of birth in a

family of fourteen children, numbering five sons

and nine daughters. The parents were Peter and

Eliza (Harding) Chapman. His father was also a

native of the Nutmeg State, born in New London

County, December 31, 1803. His education was

acquired in the common schools, and throughout i

the greater part of his life he followed agricul-

tural pursuits. For many years he supported the

Democratic party, but his last ballot was east for

Gen. U. S. Grant. AVith the Baptist Church he

held membership. His death occurred in Iroquois

June 7, 1880, at the age of seventy-seven years.

The mother of our subject was born in Linn,

Conn., October 4, 1805, and was called to her final

rest August 20, 1879.

D. H. Cliapman, tlie subject of this sketch, re-

mained in Connecticut until seventeen years of

age, and for a time earned his own livelihood by

working in a lock factory. He started out in life

empty-handed, with no capital save a pair of will-

ing hands and a determination to win success. He

is truly a self-made man, both financially and

from an educational point of view. Perseverance

and enterprise buo^'edliim up when discourage-

ment or difficulties threatened to engulf him. He

now occupies an enviable position among the sub-

stantial citizens of the community. Hoping to

be benefited by a removal to the West, he bade

good-bye to his old home in 1855 and emigrated

to Winnebago Countj^, HI. Here he began work

as a farm hand at 115 per month. Although his

wages were then low he kept steadily at his work,

was faithful to his duty, and fortune at length

crowned his efforts.

Mr. Chapman has been twice married. On De-

cember 4, 1863, he was joined in wedlock with

Miss Lucy S. White, and by their union were born

three children, two sons and a daughter: Frank

L., who was educated in the Paxton Collegiate

Institute and Greer College, of Hoopeston, is one

of the leading young men of the community';

Howard R., who still makes his home under the

parental roof, is now a student in Shurtleff Col-

lege, where he has pursued" his studies for four

years. He is taking a classical course, preparatory

to entering the work of the ministry. He expects

also to take a two-year theological course. He is an

intelligent young man, well fitted for the calling

he has chosen. Lena E., who has successfully en-

gaged in teaching in L-oquois and Vermilion

Counties, and was a student in the Paxton Col-

legiate Institute, is now the wife of E. S. Wake-

land, a resident farmer of Bolivar, Polk County,

Mo. In 1871, Mr. Chapman was called upon to

mourn the loss of his wife, who died on the 7th of

Januaiy, and was laid to rest in the Hoopeston

cemetery. Slie was a member of the Baptist

Church, and an estimable lady who had many

warm friends throughout the community. On

May 5, 1875, Mr. Chapman was again married,

his second union being with Miss Jennie M. Pat-

terson, a native of Rockford, HI., born March 22,

1840, and a daughter of Alex and Helen (Gordon)

Patterson. Three children, two sons and a daugh-

ter, have been born unto them, but all are now

deceased. Mrs. Chapman spent her girlhood days

in Rockford, was educated in the common schools,

and became a teacher of recognized ability in

Winnebago County.

In 1870, Mr. Chapman came to Iroquois County,
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purchasing one liuudred and sixty acres of raw

land on section 83, Lovejoy Townsliip, and began

the development of a farm. Tiie county then was

not far advanced in the way of i)rogress, and he pur-

chased all of his supplies in Watscka. His lirst

liomc was a boardcd-up shant}', which still stands

upon his farm, although it has long since given

way to the present residence. Mr. Cliapman

can remember the days when wild game was plen-

tiful in this counly. He can also remember the

prairie tires, which caused much loss and were a

source of terror to the settlers. At the time he'

located here, Hoopeston, Wellington and C'issna

I'ark had not yet sprung into existence. In the

work of upbuilding and progress in the county he

has ever borne his part, faithfully performing his

duties of citizenship. lie now owns one of the

line farms of the communit}', well improved and

under a high state of cultivation, llis land was

l)urchased at $9 per acie, but is now worth many
times that amount. Over four miles of tiling

have been laid upon it, and other improvements

have been made until it is now a valualile and de-

sirable place.

Mr. Chapman cast his first Presidential vote for

the honored and lamented Lincoln, of whom he

was an ardent admirer. He continued to support

the Republican party for a number of years, but

now exercises his right of franchise in support of

the Prohibition party. The cause of temperance

finds in him a warm friend, and he does all in his

power to promote its growth. No man in this

communitj' has done more for the educational in-

terests than our subject, who for a long period

has been otlicially connected with the schools,

having served as Director for twenty-one years.

He believes that good schools make good citizens,

and that to secure the former competent teachers

should be hired. He lias in his possession the rec-

ord of the first school meeting held in his district.

This convened at his own residence, .June 5, 1871,

and seven legal voters were present. The follow-

ing Board of Directors were duly elected: D. H.

Chapman, Clerk; Cyrus Sellers, Sr., and Cyrus

Sellers, Jr, The schoolhouse was located on the

southwest corner of section 28. but afterward

changed to tlie northwest corner of section 33 on

Mr. Chapman's land, where it now stands. The

school was opened September 1, 1873, with an en-

rollment of six i)upils, and Miss MoUie Skidmore

was engaged as teacher at a salary of P2o per

month. There are now two schoolhouses in the

district, the government, however, being under

one Board of Directors. Tlie second was built

during the summer of 1877, and James Stephen-

son was employed as the first teacher, at a salary

of $50 per month. Certainly the community

owes a debt of gratitude to Mr. Chapman for his

untiring labors in behalf of education.

Our subject is also an ardent member of the

Baptist Church of Hoopeston, and has served as

one of its officers since its organization. His wife

is a member of the Presbyterian Church. Fiom

the beginning he has filled the position of Cliurch

Clerk, and has also been Trustee and Deacon. In

the work of the Sunday-school he takes a very act-

ive part, was its first Superintendent, in 1879,

and has served in that capacity for a number of

years. The school enrolls one hundred pupils,

and has an average attendance of between seventy-

five and eighty. Mr. Cha|)nian has lived an up-

right, honorable life well worthy of emulation, is

held in the highest confidence by all who kniiw

him, and well deserves representation in this vol-

ume.

^^ EORGE M. BIHELINK, one of the early set-

tlers of Iroquois County, who now carries on

general farming and stock-raising on sec-

tion 1 7, Artesia Township, was born in Wurtembcrg,

Germany, on the 11th of November, 1832, and is

one of a family of eight children, whose parents

were Thomas and Catherine Bireline. Three of the

children are still living,as follows: Louis, George

M. and Regina.

• The subject of this sketch acquired a good com-

mon education in his native land, where, in accord-

ance with tiie laws of the country, he attended

school until fourteen years of age. He then

learned the weaver's trade, which he followed cou.
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tinuously until his emigration to America. It was

in 185], when a yoimg man of nineteen years,

that Mr. Bireline bade adieu ko the scenes of his

boyiiood and took passage for America in a sailing-

vessel which, after a voyage of fort_v-nine days,

reached the harbor of New York. Our subject did

not tarr}^ long in the Eastern metropolis, but went

at once to Ohio, locating in Circleville. He se-

cured emplo3-mcnt in a woolen factory, and there

remained for about nine months, after which he

began working on a farm by the month. He was

thus employed in the Bucke3re State for six months,

when he left Ohio and removed to Warren Countj^

Ind., where two succeeding years of his life were

passed. He there engaged in farming and in car-

rying on a butcher's shop.

The year 1856 witnessed the arrival of Mr.

Bireline in Illinois. He pre-empted one hundred

and sixty acres of land on section 17, Artesia

Township, Iroquois County, and upon this farm

has since made his home, with the exception of

three years spent at West Lebanon, Ind. He broke

prairie during the summer and worked out bj- the

month during the winter season. His own land

he placed under a high state of cultivation, and

the once unbroken prairie soon yielded to him a

golden tribute in return for the care and cultiva-

tion he bestowed upon it. In 1872, Mr. Bire-

line removed to West Lebanon, Ind., where he

spent three j'ears, being engaged in business as a

partner in a flouring-mill for about ten months,

when the mill burned down. He then returned to

his farm, where he has since continued to re-

side. He now owns three hundred and twenty-

three acres of good land, which represents his own
hard labor. His fields are now well tilled, and he

raises a good grade of stock. The many improve-

ments upon the place and its neat appearance all

indicate the thrift and enterprise of the owner.

April 27, 1863, Mr. Bireline was united in mar-

riage with Miss Louise Haruock. She was born in

Prussia, Germany, May 15, 1845, and, when twelve

3'ears old, came to this country with her parents, .J.

and Dorothy (Dryer) Harnock. Her father still lives

near Loda, but her mother died ^ears ago. B3' the

union of our subject and wife have born eight

children, three sons and five daughters, namely:

George F., Emma L., Carrie S., Ella D., Lula E.,

Frank L., Loretta J. and Adolph P. The famil3'

is widely and favorably known in thiscommunit3',

and its members rank high in tiie social circles in

which they move.

In politics, Mr. Bireline is a supporter of Re-

publican principles. For the long period of thir-

teen 3'ears he has held the office of School Director

and is the present incumbent. With the Method-

ist Church all the famil3- hold membership.

Public-spirited and progressive, he takes an active

interest in all that pertains to the welfare of the

communit3', and does all in his power for the up-

building of those enterprises calculated to prove

of public benefit.

LARENCE H. DAAVSON, a prominent mer-

chant of Milford, dealing in drugs, medi-
' cines, books, stationer3', wall paper, paints,

oils, etc., was born in Warren Count3-, Ind , on the

8th of June, 1861, and is the eldest of a family- of

five children. The parents, James E. and Mar3' J.

(Borders) Dawson, were both natives of Ohio.

They removed to Indiana, and after some years'

residence in Warren County, came to Iroquois

Count3', 111. Their two sons and three daughters

are Clarence H., Alva M., Nora B., Florence M. and

Cora E.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of nine

summers when his parents came to this State, and

since that time he has been a resident of Iroquois

County. His education was acquired in the public

schools. After attaining to years of maturity, he

was united in marriage with Miss Frances Wilson,

daughter of John B. and Eliza (Hickman) Wilson,

whose sketch is given on another page. Their

union was celebrated on the 14th of Februar3',

1883. In his political affiliations, Mr. Dawson is

a Republican, but has never been an office-seeker,

preferring to devote his time and attention to his

business and other interests, rather than to enter

the political arena. He holds membership with

Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F. it A. M.; Watseka

Chapter No. 1 14, R. A. M.; and Mt, Olivet Comman-
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dery No. 38, K. T., of Paxton. lie is Secretary of

the Milford Agricultural Society.

After a residence of some five years in Welling-

ton, 111., Mr. Dawson came to IMilford, and in

i\I:irch, 1881, embarked in his present line of busi-

ness. He carries a full stock of goods, and his

patronage has constantly increased. Those who

have known Mr. Dawson from boyhood, and have

witnessed the honorable upright life which he has

always led, hold him in high regard, and are num-

bered among his stanchest friends. He also ranks

high in business circles, and is classed among the

[trominent and progressive citizens of the cominu-

nily. lie is i)ublic-spirited and takes an active in-

terest in all that pertains to the welfare of the

town and count}', and is ever ready to aid in the

promotion of those enterprises calculated to prove

of public benefit.

^>^^-<m^

^F^EMMER EDEX, who owns and operates a

|ti^ farm on section 9, Dan forth Township,

cli \V was born in Hanover, Germany, .Septem-

ber 26, 1826. His parents were both

natives of the same country and bore the names of

.John and Emma (Andrews) Eden. The father

emigrated to the United States in 1876, and located

in Iroquois County, where lie lived until his death

in 1883,

Remmer Eden passed his early days in the Eather-

land and received good school advantages. He
came to the New World in 1852, when a young

man, sailing from Bremen and arriving in New
( )rleans after a long and tedious voyage. He ar-

rived at his destination May 22, 1852, and went

by waj' of the Mississippi River, first to St. Louis

then to Peru, Dixon and Fiee|)ort, 111. Tazewell

County was at that time almost a wilderness and

there he located and spent .two and a-half vears

working by the month on a farm. He afterward

rented a farm which he tilled for many 3'ears, suf-

fering the hardships and privations of pioneer life,

and in addition to these had much sickness in his

family.

In Tazewell County, Jlr, Eden was joined in

wedlock on March 1, 1856, with Geske Klatten-

burg, who was born in Hanover November 5, 18.31,

and is a daughter of John Klattenburg. To this

worthy couple have been born ten children, seven

of whom are still living:,John, a merchant in Dan-

forth; Emma, the wife of Herman Simons, a black-

smith of Danforth; Reiner, a clerk for his brother

John; Lena, wife of Herman Claymon, of Nebraska;

Oliver, a farmer of the same State; Herman, who

is at home, and Sena. They lost three chil-

dren: (ieorge, who died at the age of nineteen

j^ears; Henry, who died when about eleven years

of age, and one child who died in infancy.

Mr. Eden commenced life in Illinois a poor man,

and by careful industry, enterprise and good busi-

ness ability has achieved a competence. He owns

some of the finest farming land in the county and

in addition to his property here, owns a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres in Platte County, Neb.

He is also the owner of a vacant lot in the town of

Danforth. He is a supporter of the Democratic

party and principles. Mr. and Mrs. Eden are mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church and are much re-

spected and esteemed throughout this section.

For nearly a quarter of a centur}- our subject has

resided in this county, and by his raanl}' and hon-

orable course in life has won the confidence and

friendship of his neighbors and acquaintances.

/ i'^'J'S

FERDINAND SCHMID, who carries on gen-

')) oral farming on section 2, Doilglas Town-
ship, is one of the worthy citizens Germany

has given Iroquois Count}', and we take pleasure

in presenting to our readers this record of his life.

He was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, on the 29th of

November, 1850, and is one of three children whose

parents were Carl and Caroline (Rahn) Schmid.

His father was born in the same locality as our

subject, and there owned and opeiated a farm, be-

ing in comfortable circumstances. He was a well-

educated man and a prominent citizen. For

twenty years he was lionored with the oftice of

Town Mayor and was an Elder in the Lutheran
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Church. He died in 1881, at the age of fifty-eight

j'ears. His wife was born in Rossbach, and her

father was a minister of tlie Lutheran Church.

She died just four weeks after the death of lier

husband. JMina, their eldest daughter, is living

in Geriiiany; Bertha, twin sister of our subject, is

the wife of Henrich Zimmcr.

Our subject spent the first ten years of his life

in his native town and then went to Wiessen,

where he entered the High School. He graduated

just at the beginning of the Franco-Prussian War,

.•ind immediately afterward enlisted as a private,

but meritorious conduct won him promotion to the

rank of Lieutenant. The first battle in whicli he par-

ticipated was at Metz, on the 16th, 17th and 18th

of August, 1870. On the first of January, 1871,

he participated in the capture of Orleans, and

on the 11th of March took part in the battle

of Tours. Three months later he received liis dis-

charge.

In 1871, Mr. Schraid returned to his home and

the same year emigrated to America. He crossed

the briny deep from Hamburg to New York, and

went to live with a cousin. Dr. Weber, of New
York City. Later, he went to Michigan and for

three months engaged in clerking in Roger City,

after which we find him in Chicago. Subsequently

he removed to Oilman, and since tiiat time has

been a resident of Iroquois County. For two

j-ears he worked for David Risser as a farm hand.

He was afterward in the employ of Addison Harper

for two yeais, and later spent one j'ear with John

C. Holtzaner. He tiien returned to tlie employ of

Mr. Harper^ and on the 23d of February, 1879, wed-

ded his youngest daughter, Miss Mary C. Harper,

a native of this county. Her father died about

four years ago, but her mother is still living and

is one of the oldest settlers of the county. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Schmid liave been born two chil-

dren: Emorj', born March 21, 1881; and Almet

Lee, who was born June 26, 1890.

Mr. Sclimid has resided upon his present farm

since 1882. He owns one hundred acres of well-

tilled land and his farm is improved with good

buildings and all modern accessories. He cast his

first Presidential vote for Hayes and Wheeler, but

has since affiliated with the Democracy, lu relig-

ous belief he is a Lutheran. He takes an active inter-

est m all that pertains to the welfare of the com-

munity and the cause of education finds in liim a

stalwart friend. He is himself a highly educated

man. He is not only familiar with his native

tongue, but is a French, Latin and Greek scholar,

and since coming to this country has educated him-

self in the English language. He is a popular cit-

izen, and is held in high regard by all witli whom he

has come in ooutact, whether in business or social

circles.

^/OSEPH NELSON McNEIL. a self-made man,

who is now living a retired life in Thaw-

ville, has led a life well worthy of emula-

' tion, and his example may serve to encour-

age others who, like himself, have to depend only

on their own resources from early manhood. Mr.

McNeil was born in Highland County, Ohio, on

the 21st of April, 1830, and his parents, Joseph

and Susan (Morrow) McNeil, were also natives of

the Buckeye State. The parents are both now de-

ceased. The father was c.-xlled to his final rest in

1880, and the mother, who survived him about six

years, departed this life in 1886. Unto this worthy

couple were born eight children, of whom five are

3-et living: Sarah, William, Joseph N., Maiy and

Amanda. Nancj', Susan and Martha are deceased.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood days of our suli^Jpt, which were

quietly passed under the parental roof. He was

reared to the occupation of farming, which he has

followed through his entire business life. May 29,

1851, he was married, iSIiss Lemira Rogers becom-

ing his wife. Her parents were William and Han-

nah Rogers, and she was a native of the Bucke3e

State. Eleven children have been born unto Mr.

and Mrs. McNeil, as follows: Susan M., the eldest,

is the wife of Albert Montague, a furniture deaher

of Kankakee, by whom she has four children liv-

ing, two sons and two daughters. William C. mar-

ried Miss Mabel Carter, by whom he has two chil-

dren, Allie and Ruth. He is a Methodist minister,

and is now in charge of a church in Peoria. Joseph,

who married Hattie Conuiff, by whom lie has one
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son, Lloyd Chapin, is a horse-dealer of Roberts,

111.; John E. is the next younger; Sarah is the

wife of George Reynolds, a farmer residing near

Knoxville, Knox County, 111., and they have three

children: Clarence, Alice and Fay; Mary T. is

the wife of Sheridan Devore, a resident of Onarga.

Emma married James Walker, who is running a

hiitclier's shop and confectionerj- store in Thaw-

ville. They have four daughters: Lemira, Una,

Cieo and JIabel. Una Editli died in October, 1885;

Lee A. is married and is engaged in the grocer_v

business in Vancouver, AVash.; Charlie died when

about eighteen months old; and Kirch completes

the family.

In 1866, Mr. McNeil came to this State and

made a location in McLean County, upon a farm

of one hundred acres near Bloomington. The suc-

ceeding five years of his life were there passed, af-

ter which he sold that farm and removed to Ford

County, buying one hundred and siii.ty acres of

land in Lyman Township, upon which he made his

home for seventeen 3'ears, from 1872 until 1889,

wiien he retired from farm life, rented his land

and removed to Thawville, where he now makes

his home. He has since purchased another farm,

adjoining the town of Thawville on the east. This

he laid out in town lots and has already sold

about half of the amount. He also owns a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres in Brown County, Neb.

Jlr. McNeil and his wife are members of the

United Presb^-terian Church and all the children

hold membership with the Metiiodist Church. In

politics, he is a Democrat, and while residing in

Ford County held various public offices of honor

and trust, the duties of which were ever discharged

witli promptness and fidelity. Mr. McNeil started

out in life for himself empty-handed, with only

a young man's bright hope of the future and

H determination to succeed, but by faisindustr}- and

good management, his business ability and perse-

verance, he has steadily worked his way upward,

and the assistance of his wife has been no unim-

portant factor in his success. They have worked

together and their labors have at length been

crowned with a just reward, until now they are

numbered amojig the well.to-do citizens of the

commuuity in which they make their liome,

24

[
OHN SIIRUM, a prominent citizen of Iro-

quois, and one of the pioneer settlers of

the county, claims New Jersey as the State

of his nativity. He was born in Paterson,

on Christmas Da}- of 1828, and is a son of William

and Susan (Morehouse) Shrum. Both parents were

born in this country-, but were of German lineage.

About 1831, they removed with their family to

Muskingum County, Ohio. The father died in Co-

shocton County, Ohio, and the mother spent her

last days in Marion County, Iowa.

The first recollections of our subject are of life

in the Buckeye State. He resided in the little

town of Mt. Sterling, near Zanesville, and afterward

removed to the latter place. Subsequently the

family went to Coshocton County. John acquired

a good education in the common schools, and in

1849, when about twent3'-one years of age, he came

to Iroquois County, 111., with his brother-in-law,

and worked by the month until his marriage. In

September, 1851, he formed a matrimonial alliance

with ^liss Ruth Lambert, who was born in Brown
Count}-, Ohio, on the 25th of March, 1825, and

was then a resident of Iroquois. Five children

graced this marriage, but tw-o died in infancy. The

eldest now living is William, whose sketch appears

elsewhere in this work; Elias, a resident farmer of

Concord Township; and Sarah, who makes her

home with her parents.

After his marriage, ^Ir. Shrum |)iirchascd forty

acres of land in Concord Township, and broke

prairie with an ox-team to pay for it. It was a

wild tract, but with characteristic energy he began

its development, and soon transformed it into lich

and fertile fields. He devoted his energies to farm-

ing until after the breaking out of the late war,

when, in 1862, he responded to the call for troops,

enlisting as a member of Compan}- 1, One Hundred

and Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, as a teamster. He
served three Aears in that capacity, and as a guard

for prisoners. During his service his hearing was

impaired, and he now receives a pension of *i22 per

month. He was a faithful soldier, and when the

w-ar was over was honorably discharged.

Heiiig c)pposed to slavery, on the organization

of the Hcpublican party, which was formed to pre-

vent the further extension of slavery', Mr, Shrurn
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joined its ranks, voting for John C. Fremont in

185(5. He has served as Constable a few j-ears, but

resigned his position,.as his entire time was needed

in the sawmill. He now owns one hundred and

forty-two acres of rich land near Iroquois, which

yields to him a good income. By his perseverance,

industry, enterprise and good management, Mr.

Shrum has acquired a good propert3', and is now
living retired, enjoying a well-earned rest. The

famil3'is one of prominence in the community, and

well deserves representation in this volume.

•^^ '^^

imllAAAM SHRl'M, who is engaged in gen-

'/ eral merchandising in Iroquois, has spent

^^'^' his entire life in this county. He was born

in Concord Township, on the 20th of October, 1 854,

and is a son of .John and Rutii (Lambert) Slirum,

who are residents of Iroquois, and are represented

in this work. William is the eldest in a family of

five children, three of whom are still living. In

the usual manner of farmer lads the days of his

boyhood and youtli were passed, and in the district

schools of the neighborhood he acquired a practi-

cal English education, supplemented by a business

knowledge acquired by studj- and attention to the

details of his business. When about twenty 3'ears

of age he engaged in the sawmill business, and was

thus employed for about six years, when he sold

out and opened up a general merchandise store,

having had to take his stock of goods in payment

of a security debt.

On the 25th of September, 1879, Mr. Sluum w.as

united in marriage with Miss Bell Barr, of Iroquois,

and unto tliera were born two children, but both

died in infancy. The ladj' is a native of Adams
County, Ohio. She was born September 22, 1857,

and is a daughter of John and Martha (Walter)

Barr. Her parents were both natives of the Key-

stone .State, and were of German origin. Her father

was a farmer by occuiiation, and followed that pur-

suit iu Livingston County, 111., until his deatli,

nhicli occurred about twenty years ago. His widow
still survives liim, and is now living in Iroquois.

l'"or about a year it was all that Mr. Shrum could

do to meet expenses in the mercantile trade, and he

once sold out. but after a few months he bought

the building in wliich he is now located, and put

in another stock of goods. Since that time lie has

enjoyed an excellent trade, and by fair and honest

dealing has won the confidence of his patrons. His

courteous treatment has secured to him a liberal

patronage, and he has now a well-stocked store and

is doing an excellent business. He is a member of

the Masonic fraternity, has filled its various offices,

and is now serving his second term as Master. He
is the only Mason in Eastern Illinois who can re-

peat the burial ceremony from memory. In politics,

Mr. Shrum has been a Republican since he cast his

first Presidential vote for R. B. Hayes in 1876. For

two years he has served as Trustee of the village .and

is now serving his second term as Treasurer. Piompt

and faithful in the discharge of his duties, he has

proved a capable and eftieient officer, winning the

commendation of all concerned. He is a valued

citizen and leading business man of Iroquois, who
ranks hiuh both in business and social circles.

\)feILSON S. KAY is the oldest member of

^/l the Iroquois County Bar in years of prac-

^\§ tice now in business in the county, as

well as one of the foremost in ability. Mr. Kay-

was born near Greencastle, Putnam Countj% Ind.,

on the .31st of October, 1831, and is a son of

William and Ruth (Wright) Kay. His father was

born in Maryland and his mother near wliat is

now known as Little's Mills, W. Va. Having

lived alternately in AVest Virginia and Ohio, they

removed to Terre Haute, Ind., and on to Green-

castle. Remaining there but a few months, they

returned to Virginia and soon afterward went to

Cincinnati, (>hio. Subsequently we find them on

a farm in Clermont County, iu the same State.

In 1837, Mr. Kay sold out, and at the solici-

tation of a friend invested his monej' in a steam-

mill outfit and came to Iroquois County, 111. Not

finding the outlook very promising, there being

scarcely any white people iu the county, and the
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Indians having no particular use for a mill, be

started Kast again witii his milling outfit. Stopping

at Pen-vsville, Ind., he erected a sawmill in com-

pany witli another person, but died from niilk-

sickncss about the time the mill was ready to

begin operations. The closing up of the estate was

so badly or dishonestly managed that his widow

and children had little or nothing left. Soon

after her husband's death, Mrs. Kay went with her

children to live with her father, Jonathan Wright,

on Spring Creek, Iroquois Countv. About 1845,

she married again, her second husband being Isaac

Courtright, a prominent pioneer settler of this

county. Her death occurred at Texas, a small

town in Middleport Township, of this county, in

.hily, 1K.J4. She died of cholera during the scourge

of that year, and her husband died of the same

disease the day following.

Wilson S. Kay returned to Iroquois County in

the summer of 1838, when seven years old, with

his mother and her five fatherless children. The
two older ones, a sister and our subject, found

homes with strangers. Wilson S. staid with Samuel

Harper, near Onarga, for a few months, after which

he spent four years with Thomas Vennum, Sr.,near

5Iilford-on-the-Mound, so called. He attended

the country school a while and had one year's

training in the Milford school. When fourteen

years old, he went to his sister near Milford, and

worked for his board and schooling

Having acquired sufficient learning to qualify

liim for teaching, he engaged to teach the school

at Bunkum, and taught there one year, and with

his savings paid his tuition and expenses for

fourteen mouths at Mt. Morris Seminary, Ogle

County, 111. He then taught school for a few

years, which enabled him to pursue one term of

study in the Asbury (now De Pauw) University,

of Greencastle, Ind.

On the 18tli of .luly, 1852, Mi. Kay was married

in Iroquois County to Miss Susannah Critchfield,

who died in September, 1855. One son wa.s born

of this union, William, who died in infancy. Mr.

Kay was married again, March 6, 1858, this

time to Miss Livonia M. Burlingame, of Onarga,

a daughter of Abner and Livonia (Turner) Bur-

lingame. She was born in Chautauqua County,

X. Y., and came to this county with her widowed

mother in 1855. Five children were born of the

second marriage: William, the eldest, died at the

age of- eighteen months; JlcClellan, an attorney,

now his father's partner, married Ellen Martin, of

Watseka. He was educated in Onarga High School,

Onarga .Seminary, ^Michigan State University, and

at the Northwestern Uuiversitj', of Kvauston,and

was admitted to the Bar in 1884, entering into part-

nership with his father and Judge Eunans. The

firm is now known as K.iy it Kay. The third son,

Wilson, died at the age of seven years; Livonia

Ruth was graduated from the Northwestern Uni-

versity, of Evanston, in June, 1891, after a five

year-course; Donald, the youngest, died in in-

fancy.

AVhen first married, Mr. Kay lived in a cabin near

Bunkum and taught school in that village. Later,

lie moved to Middleport, then the county seat, and

in 1872 made his home .about midway between

the old and new town, now Watseka. He studied

law in Middleport with James Fletcher and was

admitted to the Bar in 1857. having been in ac-

tive practice at the Iroquois county seat since,

being now the oldest representative of the Iro-

quois County Bar in .ictive practice. In respect

to politics, Mr. Ka\- is a Democrat, and h.is served

as Deputy Sheriflf and City Attorney of Watseka-

He is now a member of the Committee of the

Court of Claims, a .State otticer for the adjustment

of claims .against the State. The committee is

composed of three members, and Mr. Kay is now
serving his fourth year as one of them.

Our subject is a Knight Templar I\Lason,a mem-

ber of AVatseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. A- A. M.;

Watseka Chapter No. 1 14, R. A. M.; and of Ivanhoe

Commandery, K. T., of Kankakee; and he is also

an Odd Fellow. Mr. Kay is one of the oldest

Masons in the county. He is the owner of five

hundred acres of farming land, three hundred of

which lie adjacent to Watseka on the southwest,

thirty acres are inside the corporation limits

and one hundred and seventy .acres are in other

tracts.

It is now thirty-five years since Mr. Kay be-

gan the practice of law in Iroquois County. Sev-

eral active members of the Bar have been born
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siuce then, and many memorable changes of judge-

ship have occurred, and many a prominent law-

yer against whom he has been pitted in cases has

long since taken his own to a higher court. Mr.

Kay has always been an industrious, hard-working

and successful lawyer. He possesses certain ele-

ments of disposition without which success in the

legal profession is hardly attainable—industry,

energy, ability-, tact, and last, but not least, com-

bativeness and true courage. He trusts nothing

to chance that his sagacity deems necessary to his

case when care and work will insure success; con-

sequently, he h.is won the reputation of being a

conservative and safe man to entrust with impor-

tant cases, and his success in court fully justifies

the general popular opinion of him.

]^+^l

^f
AME.S H. CARPENTER, a successful farmer

of Douglas Township, was born in Sussex

County, N. J., on the 28th of September?

_ 1835. He is a son of J.ames T. and Elea-

nor (Denn) Carpenter, both natives of New
England. When our subject was a mere child,

his parents removed across the line to Orange

Count}', N. Y., but a few j'ears later thej' returned

to Sussex County. The father followed his trade

of mason during his life time. He was born

January 29, 1792, and died in 1845. His wife, who

was born on the 22d of March, 1793, died on the

10th of December, 1851. Politically, he was a

member of the Democratic part}-, and his wife was

a member of the Baptist Church. They had a fam-

ilj- of nine childn-en, five of whom were sons and

four daughters, and of these our subject is the

onl}' survivor.

Mr. Carpenter of this sketch, as soon as he was

old enough to earn his own living, began woi-k-

ing on a farm at small wages. Since fourteen

years of age, he has had to make his own waj' in

the world. He went to Wyoming County, Pa.,

where he worked for a number of years. In 1862,

he removed to Rock County. AVis., two years later

going to Lee County, 111, In 1865, he went to La

Millie County, and three ypar? Iftter removed to

Livingston County, where he purchased forty acres

of land three miles from Chatsworth, that being

the first real estate he had ever owned. Having

farmed in Livingston Count}' until 1876, he came

to Iroquois County and lived in Ashkum Town-

ship, superintending the large estate of R. B. M.

Wilson, in which position he remained for twelve

years. In 1877, he had purcliased one hundred

and sixty acres, where he removed in 1878. He

has erected good buildings and a comfortable resi-

dence, and has otherwise improved his property,

which includes considerable tiling.

On the 17th of September, 1878, Mr. Carpenter

and Maria E. Williams were joined in wedlock at

AVatseka. Mrs. Carpenter is a daughter of Leonard

and Alargarelta WiUiams. Our worthy subject

and his wife have two children, Harr}' C. and

Grace A. Mr. Carpenter has never been an oHice-

secker, though he has always endeavored to dis-

charge the duties of citizenship to the best of his

ability. Politically, his s.ympathies are with the

Democratic party. He is socially a member of

the Odd Fellows' fraternit}-. He has been a suc-

cessful farmer, having reached his present measure

of success entirely through his own efforts and

good business management. For sixteen years he

has lived in Douglas and Askhum Townships, and

in that time has seen the county advance from a

swampy, unproductive section, to one of the finest

farming districts of the Stale. His property bears

evidence of the careful thriftiness and industrj- of

its owner, and is one of the most productive in

this section. Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are well and

favorabl}' known, and have a wide circle of friends

and acquaintances who esteem them highly for

tlieir sterling worth and hospitality.

'Sp^ OBERT EZRA GREENLEES, who carries on

lUir general merchandising in Thawville, is a
llf\V » i

"

^ fl^ native of the Empire State. He was born

in Champaign County, near Plattsburg, N.

Y.. on the 23d of December, 1844. On the pater-

nal side he is of Scotch descent, His father, An-

drew Grrenices, was a native of Scotland, was born
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October IS, 1799, and crossed the briii}- deep to

tlii-s country about 1832. He was married. May
23, 1833, to Miss Rebecca Downing, wliose ances-

try dates back to the settlement of Long Island.

She vpas born ^May 16, 1809. In the family of this

worthy couple were eight children, namely: Helen

Rhoda, Amy Isabel, Sarah Belinda, Margaret Eliza-

lieth, Plia-be Rebecca, ^Mary Jane, Robert Ezra and

William Andrew. It was in the spring of 1848,

that .\ndrew Greenlees, accompanied by his family,

bade good-b3'e to his home in New York and came

to Illinois. He located in La Salle County, upon

.<i farm near the village of Daj'ton, and the chil-

dren, who were all born m the P^mpire State, were

reared to manhood and womanhood upon that

farm. The father was not long permitted to en-

joy his new home, his death occurring May 2,

1858. Mrs. Greenlees still survives her husband,

and is yet living on tiie old liomestead in La Salle

Count}-.

We now take up the personal liistor}- of our sub-

ject, who was a lad of only four j'ears when he

came with his parents to Illinois. In the usual

manner of farmer lads, the days of his boyhood

and youth were passed, and the common schools

afforded him his educational privileges. After at-

taining his majority, he was married on tlie 12th

of August, 1869, the lady of his choice being Miss

Sarah M. Lawrence, daughter of Daniel and Lu-

cinda Lawrence, of Pennsylvania. Four children

have been born to them: William Ezra, born Sep-

tember 9, 1870; Walter Andrew, born May 4, 1874,

died October 23, 1878; Wallace Robert, born Aug-
ust 13, 1878; and Murba May, on the 29tli of Oc-

tober, 1880, The living children are all under the

parental roof.

Mr. and Jlrs. (ireenlees began their domestic

life upon a farm in La Salle County, where they

continued to reside until 1875. That 3'ear wit-

nessed their removal to Iroquois County, and saw

them located upon a farm of eighty acres in .\rte-

sia Township. Our subject was a successful agri-

culturist, and the appearance of his farm ever in-

dicated his thrift and enterprise. His industrious

labors at length won him a liandsome competence,

and he is now numbered among the well-to-do

citizens of the communitv. On the 20th of .Tan-

iiary, 1892, be came to Thawville, having sold his

farm and purchased the general merchandise estab-

lishment of Ortman Brothers. He lias l)een in

business in this line but a short time, but he h.as a

bright outlook, and the future will no doubt bring

him the prosperity which has crowned his efforts

in former 3'ears. In politics, he is a Republican.

He has the confidence and good-will of all witli

whom business or pleasure has brought him in

contact, and among the leading and influential

citizens of this localitj- is numliered Robert Ezra

Greenlees.

i*^^*HOMAS WARD, who is engaged in the oc-

i/i^^ cupation of farming on section 30, Douo:las

^!^fy Township, was born in Devonshire, Eng-

land, on the 25th of February, 1832. He is a son

of William and Ann (Hoarden) Ward, both na-

tives of that shire. His father was a blacksmith by

trade. In 1855, with their three children, one

having preceded them, they crossed the Atlantic

and located in Stafford, Genesee Count}', N. Y.

There the father and mother spent their last days,

each attaining seventy-five years. In their family

were eleven children, of whom six emigrated to

the United States and but three of whom are now
living.

Our subject is the 3-oungest of his father's fam-

il3^ After he had reached thirteen years of age,

he never recei'-ed any educational advantages, but

has supplemented his early schooling by habits of

observation and research, which have made him a

well-informed man. Since fifteen j-ears of age, he

has made his own way in the world, and at that

age was apprenticed to the wagon-maker's trade

for seven years. However, at the end of four

jears, his employer not treating him fairly, making

him work very hard and keeping him on short ra-

tions, he left him and worked for nearly three years

for another man. During that seven 3'ears of ap-

prenticeship, he received nothing save his board,

which was oftentimes ver}' scant}'. In Withe-

ridge, England, he earned his first money at his

trade, getting *25and his board for a whole year's
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wurk. The second year he received $40 in addi-

tion to his living, and out of that small sum he

saved enough to bring him to the United States.

Accordingly, in April, 1853, he set sail for America,

landing in Quebec. The voyage took a little over

nine weeks. He first located at Stafford, N. Y.,

where he worked for about fourteen years at his

trade.

In Leroy, Genesee County, Mr. Ward wedded

Miss Eliza, daughter of James and Ann (Nott) Ed-

worthj^, both natives of Devonshire, England,

where the father died at the age of fifty-five j'ears.

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Ward was celebrated

October 14, 1854. The lady was born in Devon-

shire, September 16, 1835, and when nineteen

years of age she left her home, mother and friends

and came to the United States to marry Mr. Ward,

as she had promised to do before he left his native

land. Ten years later, her mother joined her at

Stafford, where she died two j'cais afterward. Mrs.

Ward is one of five children, but she is the only

one that has crossed the ocean.

In 1866, the subject of this sketch removed to

Ottawa, 111., where he worked at his trade for a

couple of years, when he came to Iroquois County

in the spring of 1869. He first purchased eighty

acres of land in Danforth Township, which he de-

veloped and improved and then sold. He next

bouglit eighty acres in Douglas Township. This

he kept until 1876, when he disposed of it and

bought the farm where he now lives. This is a

property of about one hundred acres and has the

reputation of being the most neatly kept place in

the township. The lawn about the house is nicely

trimmed, and flowers and shrubbery are seen on

every hand.

Mr. and Mrs. Ward have been blessed with a

famil}- of eight children: Ellen, the eldest, is the

wife of William Green, a farmer of Douglas Town-

ship; Sarah died in infancy; Francis is a butcher

of Gilman; WilbertT. follows agricultural pursuits

in Douglas Township; Bessie R. died in 1890, at

the age of twenty-seven years; Charles H. is a

partner of his brother Francis; Edgar E. also car-

ries on farming in Douglas Township; and Winfield

S. is still under the parental roof.

Mr. and Mrs. Ward are both members of the

Presbyterian Church, of which he is a Trustee.

Politically, he is a Democrat, having east his first

vote foi' Stephen A. Dougl.as. He is a public-spir-

ited man, always doing all in his power to advance

the best interests of his community. He is now
serving his eighth year as Commissioner of High-

ways. When Mr. Ward came to the United States,

he had but *2, but by industry and hard work has

made a competence. In June, 1863, he was

drafted, went to the rendezvous at Lockport, N. Y.,

and after staying five days obtained a furlough in

order to attend a law suit, remaining sixteen days.

He then paid $300 exemption fees and was thereby

released from further service. In addition to

rearing their own family, our subject and his es-

timable wife have brought up an orphan, Albert

Hulick, whom they took when he was a lad of

twelve j^ears. Now he is a young man of twenty.

They have ever been charitable and kind to the

homeless and friendless and have won for them-

selves the high regard of all who know them.

ff^^ OSES BOUDREAU, senior partner of the

firm of Boudreau & Son,- general mer-

chants of Beaverville, 111., was born in

Montreal, Canada, on the 1st of Septem-

ber, 1839, and is the son of Nelson and Rose

(Colewalt) Boudreau, both of whom were natives

of Canada and of French descent. The father was

a farmer and owned land in Canada. When our

subject was a lad of nine years, he removed with

his family to Aurora, where he spent two years

upon a rented farm, and then went to Kankakee

County, where he rented land for a j'ear. On the

expiration of that period he took up his residence

in Papineau Township, this county, where he pur-

chased eighty acres of land, but was badly beaten

out of half that amount.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the

French schools of Canada, but after coming to this

State attended the English schools. He w.as the

eldest in a family of eight children. His father

died when he was only fifteen years of age, and
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be had to aid in the support of the family, wliieh

was left in limited circumstances. He worked

upon their own farm, and also in the employ of

others whenever he could spare the time from his

home duties. He was married August 5, 1859, at

the age of nineteen years, to Miss Marie Cote, of

Papineau Township, who was born in Quebec,

Canada, March 16, 1839, and came with her par-

ents, Benny and Tict (Martin) Cote, to this State

when about thirteen years of age. For two years

after their marriage thej- resided with Mr. Bou-

dreau's mother, he operating the home farm. He

also improved and cultivated forty acres of land,

which he had previously purcliased in Beaver

Township. This was his first purchase, and it is

still in his possession. He has met with success in

his business career and, as his financial resources

have increased, has added to his possessions until

he now owns four hundred acres of valuable land,

all in Beaver Township.

Mr. Boudreau has his farm under a higli state of

cultivation, and it yields to him a good income.

In connection with general farming, he also en-

gages in stock-raising, handling about one hun-

dred head of cattle aiinuall}'. In 1882, he estab-

lished the store and placed his son in charge. Two
years later he left the farm and removed to Beaver-

ville, since which time he has given his personal

attention to meicantile pursuits. The firm of

Boudreau ifc Son has a well-stocked store and is

enjoying an excellent trade, which has been se-

cured by fair and honest dealing and courteous

treatment of their patrons;. They also deal in

agricultural implements.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Boudreau were born thir-

teen children, three of whom died in infancy, but

ten are 3'et living. Cleophas, the eldest, was

born June 1, 1860. He attended St. ^ialeur's Col-

lege in Kankakee Countj^ for about three years,

becoming a .student at the age of fifteen. When
his education was completed, he entered upon his

business career as a clerk in a mercantile estab-

lishment at Kankakee, where he remained for two

years. He was then employed in a similar capac-

ity in this place for two years, after which he

took charge of the store as junior partner of the

firm. He is a wide-awake and enterprising busi-

ness man and possesses excellent ability. On at-

taining his majority, he was married October 18,

1881, to Jliss Mary Ellen Theresa Gernon, who

was born in Canada in 1865, and is of Irish and

French descent. Unto them have been born five

children yet living: Hayda, Gernon, Theresa, Eve-

line and Amanda. Mr. Boudreau, Jr., is now

Postmaster of the Beaverville Postottice. In poli-

itics, he is a Republican and cast his first Presi-

dential vote for James G. Blaine. He has served

as Township Treasurer for about eight years, was

Township Clerk in 1889. Assessor in 1890, and

again in 1892.

Clarence, the second son of the Boudreau fam-

ily, is now deceased. Sylvan us, born May 1,

1866, became a student in Viatcur's College at the

age of sixteen years, and there studied for a year.

When a young man of twenty-five, he was raiii-

ried December 29, 1891, to Miss Nelda Naurie,

who was born in Beaver Township, in December,

1869. They have one child, Rosella. Sylvanus

is now in partnership with his father. In ])olitics,

he is a Democrat, and his first vote was cast for

Cleveland in 1888. Salina, the next younger of

the family, is the wife of William Barron, a farmer

of Martinton Township, by whom she has one

child. Belzcmer is the wife of Joseph Fortiu, of

Beaver Township, and they have two children.

Amanda married Levi Franoveur, of Chicago, and

unto them has been born one child. Henry is

married and resides in Beaver Township. Den-

nis and Nelda are at home. Cameille and Emile,

twins, born November 11, 1889, complete the

fam-'ly.

Mr. Boudreau, our subject, is a stalwart advo-

cate of the Democracy, and cast his first Presi-

dential vote for Stephen A. Douglas. He was con-

firmed when only nine years of age and has since

been a member of the Catholic Church, to the

support of which he contributes lil)erall_v. He li.as

paid over $500 for tiie building of the church and

parsonage in this place, and lias given susbtantial

aid for the building of the new convent which is

now being erected. He served as Highway Com-

missioner for three years, was Sciiool Trustee for

man}' j-ears, and School Director for several years.

He is a prominent and influential citizen, a lead-
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ing business man and has a wide acquaintance

throughout this community. He started out in

life a mere boy with no capital, but overcoming

the obstacles and difficulties in his path, he has

steadil}' worlved his way upward to a position of

wealth and affluence.

".j.^.j..^'^^^^ .j.^j.^.^'F

^^ DWARD W. BISHOP is the proprietor of

m the Watselva Roller Mills, the only flour-

tt'
—J, ing mills in tiiat cit}', and has been en-

gaged in milling in Iroquois County since 1868.

Mr. Bishop was born in the town of Lenliam,

Kent County, England, on the 13th of April, 1841,

and is a son of Edward B. and Elizabeth W.
(David) Bishop, both of English birth. In 1853,

our subject with his parents emigrated from Eng-

land to America, and settled in the town of South

Greece, on the Erie Canal, some eight miles west

of Rochester, N. Y. Thej^ came to Iroquois

County, 111., in 1854, and located in that part of

the township of Concord which is now Sheldon.

His father was engaged in farming in Concord

until within a few jears of his death, which oc-

curred in the town of Papineau, Iroquois County,

in 1884, he then being seventy-two years of age.

The mother is still living, aud resides near Kent-

land, Ind. In the family were six sons and two

daughters, all of whom are living except one

daughter.

Edward W. was reared on his father's farm, and

received a common-scliool education. At the age

of nineteen, he began to learn the carpenter's

trade, in which he was interrupted by the break-

ing out of the late war and his enlistment on the

first call by President Lincoln for troops. He
was enrolled in April under the three months'

call, but was not mustered in until August 4, 1861.

For three j'ears he served as a member of Com-
pany F, Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment, and

was mustered out in September, 1864. On the 23d

of September, 1861, his regiment went to Jefferson

City, Mo.,b_v way of the Pacific Railroad. It went

into camp at Rolla, Mo., where it remained until

February, 1862, when it started for Springfield,

that State, arriving there February 13. The fol-

lowing day the troops left that place and pro-

ceeded to Arkansas, where they participated in

the battle of Pea Ridge, March 6, 7 and 8." March-

ing to Cape Girardeau, they went down the river

to re-enforce the army at Shiloh, but arriving after

the battle they went on to Corinth, Miss., and
took part in the siege, forcing the rebel evacua-

tion of that place. His regiment took part in the

battle of Stone River, or Murfreesboro, Tenn., De-

cember 31, 1862, where Mr. Bishop received a gun-

shot wound through the right leg, which unfitted

him for active dutv until the following Novem-
ber, when he joined his regiment soon after the

bnttle of Mission Ridge, which was fought on the

23d, 24th and 25th of that month. On the 28th

of November, 1863, he joined the regiment on its

way to Knoxville, Tenn., whore it arrived about

tiie 3d of December. The command was engaged

in skirmishing and foraging all of this time, and

finally returned to Cleveland, Tenn., where it re-

mained from April 16th to the 31st of May, 1864.

At this time it was ordered to join the army under

Gen. Sherman en route for Atlanta, Ga. The regi-

ment joined the brigade June 7, 1864, and re-

mained with the army on its way to Atlanta, being

under fire nearl}- every day until the 1st of the

following August. Then the order came for the

troops to start for Springfield, 111., to be mustered

out. They accordingly were mustered out Sep-

tember 5, 1864, having served three years and one

month in the army, having marched on foot

thirt3--three hundred and fifty-two miles, and

traveled by rail and boat seventeen hundred and

ten miles, the total number of miles traveled

being forty-nine hundred and sixty-two. It par-

ticipated in the following-named battles and heav3-

skirmishes: Pea Ridge, Ark.; Siege of Corinth;

Stone River; Mission Ridge; Chickainauga; Kene-

saw Mountain, Ga.; Peach Tree Creek; and At-

lanta. The regiment made an honorable record

throughout its term of service, aud especially dis-

tinguished itself at the battle of Stone River,

where it lost heavily in killed and wounded. In

the Atlanta campaign, the Twenty-fifth reached

within twelve miles of Atlanta, when it was or-

dered to Springfield.
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Soon after being mustered out, in September,

1 864, Mr. Bishop returned to the front, and was

assigned a position in tiie Quartermaster's Depart-

ment at Chattanooga, and was so employed for

more than a year, or until after the close of the

war.

The following winter, 1865, Mr. Bishop was

married to Miss Caroline E. Groflf, who died some

twelve 3'ears later. For two j^ears after the war

our subject worked at bis trade as carpenter, and

then tiiiilt a flouring-mill at a place called Texas,

in Middleport Townshij), about five miles east of

Watseka. He continued milling theic until 1882,

when he moved the mill to a point on the Cliicago

& Eastern Illinois Railroad, where he ojjerated it

until it was destroyed ijy an incendiary fire in No-

vember, 188.5. Tiie following year he built his

present mill at Watseka, which he has carried on

successfully since. This millis fitted up for roller-

process work, and is equipped with the best mod-

ern m.achinery for.all sorts of work in its line, and

is doing ago d bu.siness.

On the 10th of February, 1881, Mr. Bishop w.is

united in marriage with Miss Ida M. Steel}', a

daughter of Mr. L. Steely. Mrs. Bishop was born

in Iroquois County, where her family were among

the early settlers. Her father is still living, and

makes his home with his daughter, Mrs. Bishop.

Our subject and his wife have two children:

Arthur S., who was born in August, 1883; and

Sidney E., who was born in September, 188,5.

Mrs. Bishop is a member of the Society of Friends.

Mr. Bishop is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of

Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A. M.; and of

AVatseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M. He also be-

longs to the Mon Ami Lodge No. 231, K. P.; and

to William Post No. 25, G. A.R.

In addition to his milling interests, Mr. Bishop

is a part owner in the Bishopp Hominy Company,

of Sheldon, and has an impioved farm of one hun-

dred and thirteen acres, situated on section 36,

Middleport Township. On the question of poli-

tics, he is a Republican, and has held various pub-

lic offices. He is at this writing one of the Road

Commissioners of Middleport Township, and has

served in that capacity for eleven years. He has

also acted as Alderman in the Common Council of

Watseka for six years, and has held various minor

offices. Mr. Bishop has now been a resident of

Iroquois County for thirty-eight years, and for

twenty-nine years has been identified with its

manufacturing and business interests. During all

tills period his intercourse with his fellow-citizens

has been distinguished by strict integrity and an

upright and straightforward manner, which has

won for him the esteem and respect of all.

l^ps^ AMUEL M. MAJOR, an honored veteran

^^^^ of the late war, and formerly a leading

l|[l/Jj) farmer of Artesia Township, but now a resi-

dent of Onarga, is a worthy representative

of one of the honored pioneer families of the

county. He was born near La Fayette, in Tippe-

canoe County, Ind., April 24, 1830, and is a son

of J. H. and Mary (Hardpence) Major, natives

of the Hoosier State. The Major family is of

Welsh origin. The father of our subject located

in Tippecanoe County, Ind., in 1829, and from

the Government entered a tract of heavily tim-

bered land, from which he cleared and developed

a farm, making his home thereon until 1853, when

he sold out and with his family came to Illinois.

The trip Westward was made by team. IMr. IMajor

first located in Artesia Township, Iroquois County,

purchasing one hundred and nine acres of land,

constituting a part of the farm which our subject

now owns. He also entered one hundred and

sixty acres from the Government and bought an

additional tract of eighty' acres, on which he re-

sided until his death. Throughout his business

career he followed farming and met with good

success in his undertakings. He was a prominent

citizen of this community and took a leading part

in the upbuilding and development of the county.

He aided in the organization of the township,

helped to lay out the roads, and was the efficient

Road Supervisor of Artesia Township for a num-

ber of years from an early daj'. He died on the

r2th of January, 1882, and his remains were in-

terred in the Del Rey Cemetery. He was a Re-

publican and in his religious belief was a Baptist.
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His wife passed away several years previous to the

death of her husband, being called to her final rest

in 1874. She, too, was buried in the same ceme-

tery and was a member of the same church as Mr.

Major.

Unto this worth}' couple were born a family of

children, as follows: Robert D., who is now a

retired farmer of Springfield, Mo.; Catherine, de-

ceased; Katurah, who died in 1854; Samuel of this

sketch; Mary, wife of J. F. Felker, a resident of

Chicago; Syren, who died in 1850; Martha, who

died in 1852; Olive, wife of B. F. Price, ex-County

Treasurer and a resident of Watseka; and Ann,

who died in 1851.

We now talce up the personal history of our

subject, who was born and reared upon his father's

farm, spending his boyhood days in the usual

manner of farmer lads. His education was mostly

acquired in the subscription school, which he at-

tended at intervals until nineteen years of age.

The schoolhouse was built of logs and furnished

with slab seats and other primitive furniture. He
started out in life for himself when twenty-two

years of age, or on his arrival in Illinois. This

was in 1853. His father gave him eight}' acres of

partially improved land, which he still owns, and

there he began the development of a farm.

In April of the same year, Mr. Major was united

in marriage with Miss Amy F. Lee, daughter of

Nathan and Jerusha Lee. Unto them was born a

daughter. Flora A., who is now the wife of George

P. Stephens, a farmer. The mother died in 1856,

and her remains were interred in Del Rey Ceme-

tery. Mr. Major was again married, October 14,

1875, his second union being with Miss Kate, a na-

tive of Coshocton County, Ohio, daughter of John

and Susan (McMurphy) Stevens. Mr. Stevens

was born in England, and when nineteen years old

came to the United States. In Coshocton County,

Ohio, he married Miss McMurphj-, a native of Del-

aware, and of Scotch-Irish descent. During the

late war he served about a year in Comi)any H,

Seventj'-sixth Ohio Infantry, when he was dis-

charged on account of ill health. Both he and his

wife live in Buckley, 111.

Mr. Major resided upon his first farm for two

years and then returned to the old home, taking

charge of the farm and business, which he has since

successfully managed. He still owns the old home-

stead, which came into the possession of iiis father

almost fort}^ years ago. He now owns one hun-

dred and seventy-two acres of arable land on sec-

tion 6, Artesia Township, where he carries on general

farming and stock-raising. His land is under a

high state of cultivation, and the good buildings

and other excellent improvements make this one

of the finest farms in the community.

When, the late war was in progress, Mr. Major

abandoned his business, for he felt that his duty

called him to the front. He enlisted in the ser-

vice of his country as a private of Company M,

Ninth Illinois Cavalry. He was mustered in at

Chicago, and the first active engagement in which

he participated was at Crockum Cross Roads, Ark.

They went from St. Louis over the Iron Mountains

on horseback to Jacksonport, from there to Hel-

ena, and afterward up the Mississippi River by

boat to Memphis, Tcnn. For a time Mr. Major

was stationed at Corinth, where he did duty as a

scout. He afterward participated in the battles of

Tupelo, Salem, Hurricane Creek, Franklin, Nash-

ville, and many other engagements of lesser im-

portance. He had enlisted for three years' service,

and in the spring of 1864 he was granted a thirt}'-

day furlough. He then re-enlisted as a veteran

and served until the close of the war. He was

promoted to be Sergeant at Chicago, where he first

entered the camp, and when mustered out held the

rank of Second Lieutenant. He was very fortu-

nate, in that he was neither wounded nor taken

prisoner. On the contrarj', he was ever found at

his post of dut}', proving himself a valiant soldier

and a loyal defendei; of the Old Flag.

After receiving his discharge, Mr. Major re-

turned to his home and resumed the occupation of

farming, which he has followed continuously since

with good success, and has thereby acquired a

competence which numbers him among the sub-

stantial citizens of the community. In political

sentiment, Mr. M.ijor is a stalwart Republican.

The cause of education has found in him a warm

friend and he has done eflicient service in its in-

terest, while serving as School Director for a num-

ber of vears and as School Trustee for six years.
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In liis social relations he is an Odd Fellow, and is

a niembei- of the Baptist Church. Mrs. Major is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His

life has been an upriglit and honorable one, and

during the long years of his residence in Iroquois

County, he has won a large circle of friends and

acquaintances who hold him in high esteem.

>^,.\KR1-:TT B. BROWNE, who is engaged in

Ij
(=, the jewelry business in Milford, claims

^^11 Indiana as the State of his nativity. He
was born on the 7th of March, 1861, in Madison

County and is one of a family of eleven children,

who with two exceptions all are j-et living. The
[larents, Lorenzo D. and Nancy (llarlin) Browne,

were both natives of Virginia, but for manj' years

were resi<lents of Indiana. Of tiiejr family, Will-

iam S. married Kizzie Frame, daughter of Abner

Frame, by whom he has five children, and engages

in the practice of medicine in WaLseka; Sarah ,1.,

wife of Iven Bailey, of Watseka, died in 1872;

.Tohn L. died in infancy; George N. married Linda

Ford and now makes his home in Watseka; Robert

W., who is engaged in farming near Watseka, was

joined iu wedlock witii Jennie Gillfillan, daughter

of Alexander Gillfillan, and they have four chil-

dren; Lorenzo D., who wedded Iiene G. ^IcCurtain,

by whom he has two children, resides in Watseka,

where he is engaged in the practice of veterinary

surgery; Susan A. is the next younger; Mar^' N. is

the wife of Frank L. AVilliams, a resident of Wood-
land, and they have one child; Garrett of this

sketch is the next younger; Owen E. wedded Miss

Lizzie Bernard, who resided near Mitchell, S. D.ik.,

and their home is now in Sheldon, 111.; and Delia

H. completes the family.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who spent the first five years of his life in

the State of his nativity and was then brought by

his parents to Watseka, where he was reared to

manhood. Having worked in tlie jewelry business

for ten years, he entered the Chicago Horological

Institute and six months later the Chicago Watch-

makers' Institute, from which he graduated in

October, 1891. In the meantime he took up optical

work, and graduated at tiie .same time from Dr.

Fowler's Optical Institute. September 3, 1891, he

graduated from the West Ophthalmic College of

Chicago. In February, 1890, he came to Milford

and the following year engaged in tlie jewelry

business, which he yet carries on.

On the 10th of March, 1887, Mr. Browne was

united in marriage with Jliss ]\Iinnie M. Gerard, a

daughter of John and Emeline (Moorey) Gerard,

of Milford. Two children grace the union of the

young couple, both daughters: OlgaG., born April

2, 1888, and Eva J., born March 29, 1890. Mr.

and Mrs. Browne are numbered among the leading

young people of Milford. Thev are held in high

regard throughout the community, and in social

circles hold an enviable place.

In religious belief, Mr. Browne is a member of

the Christian Church. He takes considerable in-

terests in civic societies and is a member of the

Odd Fellows' lodge of Hoopeston, and Milford

Camp No. 91, M. W. A. He is also a Royal Arch

Mason, holding membership \vith the Blue Lodge
and Chapter of Hoopeston. He has a good jewelry

store in ISIilford and although he has not j'et been

engaged in business for two years he has already

won an excellent patronage and his trade is con-

stantly increasing. He is a young and energetic

business man destined to have a successful career.

* ' * ^ f vh;®.qJ IM^

\I/_^ ENRY TROUP, an honored and i-nfiuential

if
jl

pioneer of Middleport, Iroquois County,

(flW^ 111., was born in Baltimore, Md., April 2.5,

i^j 1800. In early life he removed with his

parents to Canton, Stark County, Ohio, and after-

ward to Manchester, of the same county. After

attaining to mature years, he was there united in

marriage, in 1834, with Miss Mary Ann Little, wlio

was born in Columbus County, Ohio, on the 11th

of October, 1814, and is a daughter of John Little.

Mr. Troup engaged in merchandising iu Rlan-

chester, which he continued until his removal to

Illinois in August, 1838. He had come to this
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State in 1837, and selected a site for a home and

business at what has since been known as Middle-

port, also hired a man to build a house for him.

To his new home lie brought the family the follow-

ing August, accompanied by his father-in-law,

John Little. When they arrived, the house for

whicli he had contracted was not completed, and

tlie whole partj' had to camp under a large tree on

the bank of the river for about six weeks. The

Troup dwelling was a two-story frame, the first

building erected in the place. It was built on lot

7, block 4, and his store, wiiicb was subsequently

completed just across the street from the dwelling,

was 16x24 feet. The first building was used by him

for a hotel for about two years, after which he

erected another dwelling close to his store and

removed to it. He was a man of means, posses-

sed of great energy and good business ability, and

soon became the leading spirit of the place. He
prospered in business and accumulated a large

property. At one time he owned sixteen farms

and between twelve hundred and fifteen hundred

acres of timber-land besides.

Mr. and Mrs. Troup were blessed with a large

family numbering seven sons and three daugh-

ters, of whom three sons and two daughters are

now living. Henry, the eldest, died in infancy;

Theodore married Anna Mason, of AViscohsin, and

resides in Deuel County, S. Dak.; Louis married

Sabra V. Thomas, and died January 12, 1863;

David married Harriet Hawn, of Ohio, and died

November 16, 1862; Melvina died at the age of

eleven years; Edward was a soldier of the late

war, a member of Company- A, Seventj'-sixtli Illi-

nois Infantrj', and died July 11, 1863, from dis-

ease contracted in the trenches in the siege of

Vicksburg; Elenoia is the widow of Joseph Hor-

ton, of Middlcport, Iroquois County; Caroline

married Capt. Abraham Andrew, Postmaster of

Watseka, who is represented on another page;

Alfred married Isabel Lindsey, and resides in

Dover Centre, Minn.; Charles wedded Eva Vivian,

and resides at the old home in Middlcport.

On the 29th of December, 1869, Troup's Addi-

tion to Watseka was recorded. The plat, covering

a large portion of the southwest quarter of the

northwest quarter of section 32, Middlcport Town-

ship, was laid off by Theodore and Anna F.

Troup. In politics, Mr. Troup was a Democrat,

and for several years was Postmaster of Middle-

port, and held various local offices. His death oc-

curred April 8, 1859. He was a man of unusual

size, being six feet two inches in height, and

weighing three hundred and forty pounds. Both

he and his worthy wife were noted for their inde-

fatigable energy and industry, upright and hon-

orable lives and broad-handed benevolence. In

addition to their arduous duty of rearing and pro-

viding for a famil}' of ten children of their own,

the}' brought up, clothed and educated five others

who had been left at a tender age to make their

own way in the world. In addition to this they

cared at times for other children who were in

want. Mr. Troup, his wife and family were Pres-

byterians, and the first religious services held in

Middlcport were held in their house. They were

active in effecting the organization and in the sup-

port of the Presbyterian Church of Middleport. In

his intercourse with the world, Mr. Troup was affa-

ble and courteous, and his integrity was above

question. Domestic by habit, he was attached to

his family, and enjoyed the high esteem and re-

spect of all who knew him.

7 RANK E. MEENTS, a well-known farmer

of Ashkum Township, makes his home on

section 27. He was born in Hanover, Ger-

many, on the 19th of May, 1857, and is a son of

Remmer H. and Maria (Ulfers) Meents, both of

whom were also born in Hanover. The father was

a farmer in his native land, and there reared his

family and spent his entire life.

The boyhood da3'S of our subject were passed in

the usual manner of farmer lads, and he received

a good education in his native language. After

coming to this country he attended school for two

winters, until he had learned to speak fairly well

the English tongue. He emigrated to the New
World in 1872, taking p:>ssage in a ship which

sailed from Bremen, and made the voyage in about

twelve days. Arriving in New York in IMarch,
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our subject at once went to Chicago, and from

there to Aifhkuni, where he joined his brother, M.

R. Meents. lie worked on a farm during tlie sum-

mer, attending school during tlie winter months.

He W.1S also employed some of the time by Mr.

Comstock in his grain elevator. He was after-

ward in the emi)loy of that gentleman for four

years, both in his warehouse and grain office. At

the expiration of that time, Mr. Meents rented a

farm, bought a team, and engaged in agricultural

pursuits for several ^-ears. I5y good management

and carefidl3'-kept earnings, he was enabled to

piHchase a farm of one hundred and twenty

acres in 1883, and here he still resides. Since he

lias come into the possession of this propert3-, he

has greatly improved the place. He has a good

and substantial residence, commodious barns and

other buildings. This farm is located one and

a-fourth miles from Ashkum, and is a most valu-

able and well-cultivated place. Our subject pur-

chased an additional eighty acres adjoining his

home and situated on the opposite side of the road,

thus making two hundred acres in his home farm.

Though comparativelv a young man, Mr. Meents

has achieved a fair measure of success and pros-

perity, wiiicli he has deserved by his industry, la-

bor and perseverance. On every hand his fai'm

bears the evidence of the thrift and enterprise of

the owner, and is one of the best pieces of prop-

erty in the township.

On the 14th of April, 1880, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr. Meents and Miss Cevia Kieken,

who was born, reared and educated in Livingston

County, 111., and is a daughter of George A. Rie-

ken, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this vol-

ume. The wedding of JMr. and Sirs. Meents was

celebrated in Danforth, and unto them seven chil-

dren have been born: Reromer E., George A.,

Maria, Cassie Margaret and Tressie (twins), Cevia

and Carl F.

Mr. Sleents and his wife were reared in the

Lutheran faith, but are not members of any church

organization. In 1882, he returned on a visit to

the land of his liirth, and spent about two months

at his old home and amid the scenes of his youth.

He had a most enjoyable trip, find has brought

back many pleasant recollections of the Father-

land. Since casting his first ballot for James G.

Blaine, Mr. Meents has been identified with the

Republican party. He has never sought for offi-

cial positions, though he undoubtedly has the

ability- to perform the duties incident to them,

could he be induced to accept the same. He is an

honored and respected citizen of this community,

where he has lived for nearly nineteen years, and

is a man of integrity and uprightness.

SAAC VAN DORN, who for thirty-four years

has made his home in this county and is widely

l[ and favorably known throughout its borders,

resides on section 1.5, Fountain Creek Township,

where he is engaged in general farming. The Van
Dorn family was founded in America by four

brothers, who left their native land, Holland, came

to America in Colonial days and settled in Penn-

sylvania. All four served in the Revolutionar}'

War. Isaac Van Dorn lived for some time in the

Keystone State and then emigrated to Ohio, when

its Indian settlers far outnumbered the white

population.

His son, Hezekiah Van Dorn, the father of our

subject, was born in Pennsylvania, and was only

four years of age when his parents emigrated

AVestward. He enlisted in the War of 1812, serv-

ing as a scout, and was present at Howe's surrender.

He had learned the trade of carpentering and cab-

inet-making, and returned to liis native State in

order to engage in that line of business. While

there he married Hester Irvin, and resided in

Washington County until 1834, when he built a

boat and lloated down the Ohio River to Erans-

ville, Ind., from where he made his way with ox-

teams to Fountain County. In that then wild and

unimproved region he purchased eighty acres of

land and began the development of a farm, upon

which he m.ade his home until his death, about

1882, at the age of ninety-four years. He was a

member of the Methodist Church, and in politics,

was a supporter of Democratic principles, His

wife also died on the old home farm, Unto them
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was born a family of thirteen children, of whom
the following are yet livins;: Mrs. Lydia Hunt,

of Indiana; Mrs. Hester Shaft, of Missouri; Isaac,

of this sketch; Jonathan, who resides on the old

homestead in Indiana; and Hezekiah, who resides

in Montana.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who was born in Washington County, Pa.,

March 5, 1819. His educational privileges were

very meagre. When he did attend school, which

was held in a log cabin, he had to walk three miles

to and from the pl.ace. He has always been a hard-

working man, and in his boyhood he used to work

for $2.50 and 83 per month. He remained at home

until twent^'-five years of age and then began

working as a farm hand for *9 per month. AVlien

a young man, he and his father hauled twelve

barrels of flour by ox-ieam to Chicago, taking

nineteen days to make the round trip. On the

way one of the oxen took sick. From Hiram Ven-

num they borrowed a single harness, and, making a

single yoke, hitched in the mate of the sick ox

ahead of the other team, and proceeded on their

journey. At length he determined to tr}- his for-

tune in the West, believing that better opportuni-

ties were afforded in the new and less thickly-set-

tled States. In 1858, he located in this county,

and with the capital that he had acquired b^- his

economy, perseverance and industry he purchased

one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 15,

Fountain Creek Township. Not a house was then

in sight and all was wild and unimproved, but

with characteristic energ}' he began the develop-

ment of a farm, and every improvement upon the

place stands as a monument to his thrift and en-

terprise.

In May, 1862, Mr. Van Dorn was married to Miss

Mary Ann Francis, a native of Ohio, and unto

them have been born seven children, namely:

Mrs. Ida Miller, who resides in Missouri; Heze-

kiah, at home; Hester, his twin sister, who is tiie

wife of Ed Crimmott, of Iowa; Dora and Isaac, at

home; Charles, who married Miss Elizabeth Col-

lins and resides in Hoopeston; and William, who
completes the family.

Mr. Van Dorn exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Democratic part^-, with which he

h.as affiliated since casting his first Presidential

vote for .James K. Polk. Like every true Ameri-

can citizen should do, he feels .an interest in politi-

cal affairs, yet has never been an office-seeker. He
started out in life with no special advantages to

aid him. His education was acquired largely

through his own efforts, but by reading, experience

and observ.ation he has become a well-informed

man. Success has crowned his business dealings,

and a well-earned competence is now his. Mr.

Van Dorn has a wide acquaintance throughout

this community, and the honorable, ui)right life

which he has lived has won for him the confidence

and good- will of all with whom business or social

relations have brought iiim in contact.

y l'

OHN H. DIRKS is a prominent farmer who
owns a farm on section 32, Douglas Town-

ship. He was born in Hanover, Germany,

on the 30tli of January, 1847, and is a son

of Lewis and Annie (Miller) Dirks, who were na-

tives of the same province. The father was a

farmer by occupation and died in 1854. In theif

famil}' were four sons and two daughters: Matilda

is the wife of Mr. Behrends, of Kansas; Edo resides

at Fairbury, Livingston Count}'; George came to

the United States but afterward returned to Ger-

many, where he now makes his home; John H. is

next in order of birth; Mary is the wife of Morgan

Fieldt and lives in Kansas; and Anton\' is a resi-

dent of McLean County, 111. After the death of

her first husband, Mrs. Dirks became the wife of

Henry Ilanken. The family emigrated to America

in 1873,witii the exception of Edo, who had crossed

the Atlantic three years before. They settled in

Kansas and thei-e occurred the death of the niotlier

and Mr. Han ken.

The early years of our subject were passed upon

a farm and in the district schools. He received

but limited educational advantages, and when

about fourteen years of .age he was obliged to hire

out by the month to farmers. At the age of

twenty he entered the army, joining the Thirteenth

Hanover Cavalry Regiment as a private soldier.
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He was in the service for four years and was alwaj'S

found at liis post of duty. He was stationed at

liurgdorf during the first year, the second year in

Hanover, and in June, 1870, was first engaged in

tiie war witli France at tlic battle of Swabrucken.

Altogether, he was in thirty-two battles and skir-

mishes. He participated in the battle of Grave-

lotte, which raged for three da3's. During that

time, he suffered many hardships and for three

days and two nights was without food. During

that war, at one time he did not take off his clothes

or boots or enter shelter for seven weeks. He was

in the service for four years and was discharged as

a non-commissioned officer. During the last j-ear,

lie was stationed in the city of Hanover. He
spent one winter at lioine after leaving the army,

and in 1873 sailed from Hamburg to New York.

From there he came to Illinois and went to work

upon a farm near Washington, where he continued

for about nine months. December 27, 1873, Mr.

Dirks was united in wedlock with Miss Margaret

Wilts, who was born May 17, 1849, in the same

part of Germany as her husband and crossed the

ocean in company with our subject's brother,

three years previous to his arrival in the I'nited

Slates. Her parents died in the Fatherland. Mr.

and Mrs. Dirks became the parents of the follow-

ing children, Annie, who has received an excel-

lent education in the public schools; Maggie,

l.illie and Katie, all of whom were born in Taze-

well County. One child died in infanc3-. After

the marriage of our subject, he rented land in

Tazewell County until 1889, where he followed

agricultural pursuits, and then removed to Living-

>t()n County, near Chatsworth, where he purchased

n farm of two hundred and forty acres. In the

spring of 1892, he sold his property and came to

Inujuois County, where he bought a fine farm, well

tiled and otherwise improved. This farm contains

one hundred and sixty acres and has upon it a

'j^iHid house, barns and other buildings.

Mr. Dirks started in life a poor boy and has se-

cured a competence by his energy and well-directed

efforts. He has educated himself in English since

<uming to this country and is a man of intelli-

iionce. He and his family hold meinbershi]) with

the Lutheran Church of Gilmau, of which he is a

Trustee and liberal supporter. His sympathies are

given to the Republican party and his first vote

was cast for the Hon. .lames A. Garfield. He is a

leading German citizen and has won the respect

and regard of all with whom he has come in con-

tact.

J^

I

OHN REEDER was born in Cambridgeshire,

England, May 27, 1819, and was a son of

1
Samuel Reeder, a brickmason and con-

^;_/^ tractor. At the age of fifteen years, our

subject emigrated to America, locating in Roch-

ester, N. Y., where he learned the trade of shoe-

maker. In 1844, he went to Chicago, III., and six

months afterward came to Milford, Iroquois

Count}', where for a time he worked at his trade.

However, he soon began dealing in live stock and,

removing to Watseka, engaged in the stock busi-

ness exclusively. In 1857, he went to Texas,

where he resided for three years, or until 1860,

when he removed to the North, driving a herd of

cattle. He made his home near Watseka and en-

gaged in stock dealing until 1871, when he con-

fined himself to local trade in the line of his

chosen occupation.

Mr. Reeder was married in Rochester, N. Y., to

Miss Ann La Veil, a native of the Emerald Isle,

who came to America in childhood. Unto them

were born seven children, three sons and four

daughters: Robert H., James William and l\Iar-

garet died in childhood; Mary became the wife

of James Fleming and after his death wedded

William Coward, with whom she resides on the

old homestead; Rosella is the wife of Harvey AVest,

a resident of Martinton Township; Lavina is the

wife of John Coward, who makes his home in

Middle))ort Township: John O. was married March

24, 1880, to Belle Hazlett and makes his home in

AVatseka, where for two years he has served as

Deputy County Clerk.

The father of this family continued to reside in

Iroquois County until his death, which occurred in

October, 1885. He was killed by being thrown

from a bridge. He was (piite a ])rominent and iii-

llueutial citizen of the community and did much
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for its upbuilding and the promotion of its best

interests. He built many buildings in AVatseka,

including the opera house. AVhen he came to

this county, he had only about $5 in money, but

possessed a determination to succeed, and was

energetic and enterprising and as the result of his

industrious efforts met with excellent success. He

prospered and at the time of his death owned

about eight hundred acres of land.

John O. Reeder was born in Collin County,

Tex., December 22, 1858, and was brought by his

parents to Iroquois County when about a year and

a-half old. After he had attained to mature years,

he went South, spending three and a-half years in

Texas and Missouri engaged in sheep-raising. Af-

ter his father's death, he bought the old home-

stead of two hundred acres which he still owns.

He engaged in agricultural pursuits until securing

his present official position, since which time he

has rented his farm. In politics, he is a Democrat

and while in Mitchell County. Tex., served as

County Commissioner. Unto Mr. and Mrs. J. O.

Reeder have been born three children: Worth L.,

Delia M. and Claude H. The eldest and youngest

were born in Iroquois County, and Delia M. is a

native of Texas.

SAIAH BROOKE, who owns and operates a

farm on section 34, Douglas Township, was

born near Plymouth, Ind., on the 26th of Sep-

tember, 1858. He is a son of Benjamin Brooke,

who was born in Ohio, December 12, 1812. He

was a farmer and bridge-builder by occupation

and was married in Fairfield County, Ohio, to

Elizabeth Wickizer, who was born in Fairfield

County, Ohio, and was of German descent. In

1863, thej- emigrated to Marshall County, Ind.,

where thej' remained for about twelve years, in

which time Mr. Brooke was emploj'ed at his

regular business, that of contracting for building

bridges and other carpenter work. They then re-

moved to a farm in Iroquois County, near Oilman,

where he turned his attention entirely to agilcul-

ture and stock-raising, Old age coming on, he re-

moved to Gilman, retiring from the active cares

of farm life, and there his death occurred on tbe

3d of September, 1885. His wife is still living

and has reached the ripe old age of seventy-seven

years. AVhen Mr. Brooke came to Illinois, he was

possessed of but little means and was also in poor

health; nevertheless, by good management and in-

dustry he secured a good home and acquired con-

siderable property. He also assisted his sons in

acquiring a start in business life and was a much

honored citizen and early settler in this commun-

ity. He was well educated and posted on all of

the leading topics of the day. He was for many

years a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

but in later life withdrew from that denomination

and pieferred to take the Bible and Christ as his sole

creed. He gave liberally to churches and benevol-

ent societies and was strongly opposed to secret

societies. Politically, he was always a supporter of

the Democracy and was zealous in its interests.

The subject of this sketch was the youngest

child in a family of eleven, and came with his par-

ents to Illinois when but five years of age. His

school advantages were but limited, the nearest

schoolhouse being two miles away from his home.

He assisted his father in his farm duties and cares

until 1882, when he purchased one-half of the old

homestead. Five years later, he bought the re-

mainder of S. W. Brooke, administrator of his fa-

ther's estate. The farm comprises one hundred

and sixty acres of well-tiled and improved land.

The pleasant home, neat buildings and carefully

kept farm bespeak the thrifty and enterprising

owner.

In March, 1887, Mr. Brooke married Miss Matilda

Heise, the ceremony being performed in Douglas

Township. The lady is a native of Indiana, and

grew to womanhood in this county. One child

graces the union: Lindsey, who is now two j'ears

old.

Politicallj', Mr. Brooke uses his right of fran-

chise in favor of the Democratic party and cast his

first Presidential vote for Hancock. He is strong

and self-reliant and discharges his duties of citi-

zenship as a man who holds the welfare of the

community paramount to all ppvsonal interests.

Ho gives his undivided atteo't-iop U) liis agricul-
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tural pursuits and business affairs and is in no

sense of the term a seeker for official positions.

For nearl\' tliirt3' years he has been a resident of

tiiis county and has helped lari>;el3' in the success

and development of the township in which he

makes his home. Like his father, he is not a be-

liever in secret societies, preferring to stand alone

and unassisted by any such orMnization.

^m UGUSTUS J. DE LONG, a real-estate and

's/ 1
^'^*" agent of Gilnian, was born in New

/// l4> Lexington, Perry County, Ohio, February

Qjj 18, 1845. He is a son of Edward and

Ruth (Lackey) DeLong. The l)e Long faniil}' is

of French ancestry, while on the maternal side

the ancestors were of German origin. The father

of our subject, who was also born in Ohio, was a

cousin of the great arctic explorer, De Long.

He married in Perry County Miss Lackej', who
was a native of the Keystone State. He was

a tanner and saddler by trade, but after spend-

ing several years in that line he purchased

a tract of timber-land and developed a farm

within eight miles of where Gen. Sheridan's fa-

ther lived. Mrs. DeLong died on the old home-

stead at about sixty-nine years of age.

After the death of his wife, Mr. De Long came

West and lived until his death at the home of his

daughter in Chatsworth. hi religious faith, he

was a Catholic, and his wife a member of the

Methodist Church. In politics, he was a strong

Whig, and later a Republican. Of their family,

two sons and three daughters survive.

In the order of birth, the subject of tiiis sketch

is the fourth child of the family. He received

his education in the common schools of the county

and at New Lexington. He began clerking at

Zanesville, Ohio, when about fifteen years of age,

and there he remained a year. After the war, with

his brother Joseph, he started in the mercantile

business at Lancaster, Ohio, where they carried on

business for some two j-ears under the title of De
Long Bros. Having sold out, our subject went

2b

to Peoria and several other towns to obtain a

clerkship. Being un.successful in this attempt, he

hired out as a harvest hand, but soon found he

could not succeed in the ratliei- difficult operation

of binding sheaves. While he and his employer wore

talking about the matter, a School Director rode

by and stopped to say that their teacher was sick.

The farmer said: "Here is a man that cannot work,

maybe he can teach school." Mr. DeLong at that

time knew as little about teaching as harvesting,

but, undaunted, he took the position and made a

grand success. For seven years following, he

taught in the schools of Marshall County. In

1809, he came to Gilraan, purchased some lots,

and then returned to finish his school.

On the 20th of September, 1871, Mr. De J.ong

was united in marriage with Isabel Pool, a native

of Putnam County, 111., the marriage ceremony

being celebrated at the old homestead near Henry,

Marshall County. The lady is a daughter of

Guy W. Pool, a native of Ohio. He was born in

1800, was reared to agricultural pursuits, and spent

his bo3'liood days in the usual manner of farmer

lads. His educational privileges were limited. He
proved a valiant soldier in the Black Hawk War
in 18;i2. His wife bore the maiden name of So-

phronia Bascoin and was a native of the Empire

State. In the Pool family were ten children,

seven sons and three daughters. Mrs. DeLong
was born in Putnam County, 111., September 30,

1845, and her primary education, acquired in the

common schools, was supplemented bj' study in the

Model Department of the Normal University.

Mr. and Mrs. De Long are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church of Oilman, and Mrs.

Dc Long belongs to the Ladies' Foreign Mission-

ary Society. Our subject socially is connected

with White Holly Camp, M. AV. of A. After their

marriage, Mr. De Long took his bride to Oilman,

where they have since resided. Six children have

blessed their union, but two, Jessie May and Guy
Pool, are deceased. Minnie, Frank, Charles and

Augustus are at home. The De Long household

is the abode of hospitality, its doors ever being

open for the reception of the niMiiy friends of the

family.

Air. De Long's first work in Gilnian was in the

k
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position of book-keeper in the employ of Capt.

W. H. Mann, who then carried on an extensive

nursery business. After a time, he purchased an

interest with him, and remained in that business

for five vears. Succeeding that, for a }-ear he en-

gaged in the real-estate business with Edward

Rumley. At the expiration of that time, the firm

dissolved partnership, Mr. De Long since conduct-

ing the business alone. He has perhaps handled

more land than any other man in this part of the

county, and has settled man}' large estates. Be-

sides having an office in Gilman, he has one at

Danforth. He is the possessor of some fine farm

property, one hundred and fift3'-five acres adjoin-

ing the city limits of Gilman on the soiitli, and

one hundred and twenty acres adjoining on tlie

north. All he now possesses he has made by his

own industry and good business ability.

As is every good citizen, Mr. De Long is much
interested in the advancement of educational in-

terests, and is now President of the School Board.

For many years he has been a member of the City

Council. He is President of the Gilman Building

and Loan Association. He takes a great interest in

conventions and in political questions, and is an

active member of the Republican part}-. He is

one of the prominent and successful citizens of

Gilman, and is held in high regard bj' a' large

circle of friends and acquaintances. He is a man

of great generosity and benevolence, and always

has a good word and helping hand for eveiybody.

8^****1

\Tpj\ ENJAMIN BURT, who is now living re-

\\^!^ tired in Milford, is numbered among the

i(t«))li
'''J^ored pioneers of this county, liaving

^^5=^ been identified with its history for the long

period of forty-two years. His life record is as

follows: He was born in Sciota Count}-, Ohio,

about seven miles from Portsmouth, October 31,

1814. His father, Joseph Burt, was born Decem-

ber 3, 1787, in Pennsylvania, and married Mai-

garet Muun, also a native of tlie Keystone State,

who was born in 1786. About 1829 they re-*

jnoved from Ohio to Indiana, and in 1837 came

to Iroquois County, locating in ]\Iilford. where

Mr. Burt followed the blacksmith's trade for about

three years. He was then taken ill with lung

fever and died December 13, 1838. After the

father's death Mrs. Burt made her home with her

son Solomon, who lived on a farm about three

miles southeast of Milford. She was called to her

final home April 27, 1847. l^nto this worth}'

couple were born six children, as follows: James

M., born on Christmas Day of 1812; Benjamin, of

this sketch; Solomon, born February 23, 1816;

Eleanor, February 11, 1821; Ruhama, August 16,

1824; and Joseph, May 10, 1827. Of the family,

.Tames and Solomon are now deceased.

The subject of this sketch spent the first fifteen

years of his life in the State of his nativity, and

then accompanied his parents on their removal to

Indiana, the family locating in Tippecanoe

County, about five miles from La Fayette. In

1837 his parents came to Milford, but Benjamin

remained in the Hoosier State until tlie autumn of

1848, when he also came to Milford to make him

a home. He first purchased forty acres of land,

and a year later bought forty acres of timber-

land. A short time afterward he bought one

hundred and sixty acres on a United States land

warrant, and then sold to his brother Solomon

eighty acres, retaining possession of a hundred

and sixty acre tract, a square quarter-section.

On July 27, 1851, Mr. Burt was united in mar-

riage with Miss Annie Jane Hoskins, daughter of

Joseph Hoskins, a farmer residing near Milford,

Two children were born unto them, one of whom
is yet living, Eliza Margaret, born September 18,

1852. She became the wife of Daniel P. Good
November 30, 1873, with whom Mr. Burt now
makes his home. They had two children: Vara

Mae; and Pearl Bernice. who di(!d August in,

1891, in her sixth year.

After he had engaged in farming for some years

Mr. Burt turned his attention to commercial pur-

suits and for a time engaged in general merclian-

dising, but afterward returned to his farm. A
few years ago, however, he removed to Milford.

where he has since lived retired. In connection

with his land he also owned the property where

he yet lives until quite recently, when he deeded
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it to his daughter, Mrs. Good, together with forty

acres of tiiiilier-land. He met with success in his

business caieer and accumulated a eomfortahle

competence.

ISIr. Burt is a member of the Christian Church,

and, in politics, was a Whig until Stephen A. Doug-

las ran for tiie Presidency, when he voted forliim.

Since that time he has supported the Democratic

l)arty. For two terms he held the office of Assessor

in Milford Township, and twice in Stockland

Township, being also Collector one term in the

latter. The cause of education has ever found in

him a warm friend, and he served as School Trus-

tee for nianj' years. Progressive and public-spir-

ited, he ever manifests a commendable interest

in all that pertains to the welfare of the commu-
nity and its upbuilding. He is numbered among
the earl}' settlers of the county, and has witnessed

almost its entire growth and development.

m>^^<^
\K__^ENRY CASSIUS LOVPyiT, the proprietor

ifjl of a liver}', feed and sale stable of Wat-

/^^^ seka. 111., was born in Providence, R. I., on

(^ the 19th of June, 184.5, being a son of

George W. and Abbie (Reynolds) Lovett. His

father was born in Cumberland, Mass., on the 29th

of December, 1819, and his mother in A'erniont;

they are now both deceased. He died .Tan nary 19,

1881, and his wife .January 20, 1877, aged sixty-

three. Both were members of the Baptist Church.

Our subject accompanied his parents to Boston,

Mass., in early childhood, where they resided un-

til 18.52, when they removed to a farm in Suffolk

County, N. Y. From there, in 1860, they came to

Iroquois County, 111., settling in Crescent Town-
ship about live miles west of Watseka. on a farm of

one hundred and sixty acres which his father had

purchased. (George W. Lovett continued his resi-

dence there until 1879, when he removed to Wat-

seka, where his death occurred in 1881. In the fam-

ily were four children, two sons and two daughters,

of whom all are now living with the exception of

one daughter, Mary, the eldest, who was the wife

of Ezra A. Peck and died August 7, 1865, aged

twenty-nine years. Harriet Frances, the second

child, became the wife of Enoch Wilson and after

his death married .John Bulson; she now resides in

San Francisco, Cal. ( Jeorge Otis, the next younger,

was a soldier four years in the late war, a member
of Company A, Seventy-sixth Illinois Regiment.

He has been twice married, his first wife being

Amanda Fidler, and his present wife was Abbie

Kelley. He lives in Eureka, Kan., where he is now
serving his second term as Circuit Clerk of Green-

wood County.

Henry C, the subject of this sketch, is the

youngest of the family. He was reared on the

home farm and was educated in the district schools.

On the 20th of January, 1870, he was married in

Chillicothe, Ohio, to Miss Mary M. Kelso. Mrs.

Lovett was born in Burlington, W. Va., and is a

daughter of John and Susannah Kelso. Mr. and

Mrs. LoYett have no children of their own, but

have raised from early childhood a nephew of his,

J. C. Lovett, and a niece of hers, Harriet Beard.

The best of educational advantages have been

given them, and Miss Harriet, who graduated from

the Watseka High School, is a teacher by profession

.

Mr. Lovett was engaged in farming in Crescent

Township until the spring of 1879, when he came

to Watseka and embarked in the livery business

in company with George W. James. This partner-

ship was continued about a year, when Mr. .James

sold his interest to Robert Hayes. Six moiiths

later ]\Ir. Lovett bought his partner's interest and

has since continued the business alone. His main

building was the old schoolhouse and church of

Middle|)0rt, which was moved to Watseka. His

stables are situated a little east of the Court House

and two blocks south of Main Street, at the corner

of Fourth and Locust. They are commodious and

well-furnished stables. Mr. Lovett has probably

the finest set of carriages of various styles and as

fine horses as can be found in any livery in the

county. In addition to his livery business, he is

engaged in buying and shipping horses, in which

he does an extensive business.

Mr. Lovett is a Republican in politics, and while

a resident of Crescent Township served as Town-
ship CoUectoi' and School Trustee for a number

of years. He was also elected Road C()mmissioner
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for Belmont Township in tlie spring of 1892. He
is a member of Iroquois Lodge No. 74, 1. O. O. F.;

aud of Iroquois Encampment No. 81, of tliat order

in Watsuka. Mr. Lovett also belongs to the Pa-

triotic Order of Sons of America and is one of the

State officers. He is a practical business man,

whose integrity, courteous manner and correct

business methods command the respect and confi-

dence of his fellow-townsmen and acquaintances.

if/ OIIN N. HOFFMAN is one of the exten-

sive land-owners of the county, and was

formerly a prominent merchant and busi-

ness man of Ooodwine. His life record is

as follows: He was born in Bavaria, Germany,

on the River Rhine, October 3, 1832, and is a son

of John M. and Catherine (Doll) Hoffman, who
spent their entire lives in Germany. The father

followed farming for a livelihood. He served

under Napoleon in tlic war with Russia when only

nineteen years of age, and was in manj' battles

with the great commander. He died at the age

of fift3--six. He was a member of the Catholic

Church, and his wife held membership in the Luth-

eran Church. They had four children wlio grew

to mature 3-ears, as follows: Catherina, Margaret,

Philip J. and John N.

The subject of this skelcli, in accordance with

the custom of his native land, attended the pub-

lic schools until fourteen years of age, and dur-

ing the next seven years of his life served an

apprenticeship to a ropemaker. He was then called

upon to serve in the German army, but not wish-

ing to do so, he ran away from home, and, board-

ing a vessel from Havre, sailed for New York.

Going to Brooklyn, he worked at his trade for a

few months and then removed to Danville, Pa.,

where he secured emplo3'meut in a rolling-mill and
learned the puddling trade. After six months, he

began w-ork on a railroad. At length, he deter-

mined to tr\- liis fortune in the West, and on the

lOtli of August, 18r)4, landed in Cliieago with

(>iil\- ^10 in gold in liis pocket. The succeed-

ing winter he worked on the Illinois Central

Railroad, and in 1855 hired to a farmer in

La Salle County being thus employed until 1858,

when he went South to St. Louis. As he could

find nothing to do in that city, he went on a steam-

boat wliich ran between New Orleans and St. Paul,

and thus his time was passed until 1860. On the

breaking out of the late war, he went to Ottawa,

HI., and enlisted at the call for seventy-five thou-

sand troops, but his services were not accepted.

Mr. Hoffman was married in 1861 to Otilda

Gleim, who was born in La Salle County, of Ger-

man parentage. He then rented a farm, which he

operated until 1868, when he purcliased three hun-

dred and twenty acres of railroad land on section

8, Fountain Creek Township, Iroquois County.

The following year he located thereon. His wife

was not long permitted to enjoj' her new home,

her death occurring in 1870, leaving five chil-

dren; (xeorge died at fourteen years of age; and

Frederick, at the age of eleven. Those still living

are: Anna, who makes her home in Nebraska; Katie,

wife of George Christ, who resides on her father's

farm; and Jacob, who is living on the old home-

stead with his father. In 1872, Mr. Hoffman

wedded Anna Gleim, who bore the same name as

his first wife but was not a relative. B3' this

marriage w-ere born five children: Lizzie; Louisa,

deceased; Mary; William; and John, deceased. £

When Mr. Hoffman came to this county, liis \
land was all wild and unimproved, but acre

after acre was placed under the plow, and soon

rich and fertile fields were yielding to him abun-

dant harvests. He made his home upon his first

farm until 1882, when he removed to Ash Grove

Township, purchased a farm, and entered into

partnership with S3'lvester Rose in the lumber and

hardware business in Cissna Park. After a year

he went to Cla3'tonville, erected a building, and

established business as a dealer in lumber, hard-

ware and agricultural implements; but after three

years he traded for properc3' in Goodwine, where

he still resides. He built a neat and substantial

residence, and his finelv- improved place is sup-

plied with various kinds of small fruits and grapes.

He now owns five hundred and forty acres of

valuable land in one bod v. and has a sjood store
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building and other inipiovemcnts in Goodwine.

He also owns real estate in Chicago and in other

parts of Illinois, and was instrumental in estab-

lishing the Farmers' Elevator in Goodwine. He

is a man of excellent business ability, sagacious

and far-sighted, methodical .ind sytematic, and

has acquired a valuable proijerty through his own
industry and economy.

In the early days before the war, Mr. Hoffman

heard a debate between Lincoln and Douglas at

Ottawa, and at the succeeding election voted for

Douglas. He has since been a stalwart Democrat

and has held several road and school otfices, also

served as Justice of the Peace. His public duties

were ever discharged witii promptness and fidel-

ity, winning him the commendation of all con-

cerned. Mr. Hoffman experienced all the hard-

ships and privations of pioneer life, and in the

early years of his residence in this county liad

many obstacles and difficulties to overcome, but

he steadily worked his way upward. Xo better

American citizen can be found. He loves this

country and its institutions, and is true to ever>'

duty of citizenship. It was a fortunate day for

him when he determined to come to the United

States, for here he ha.« found a pleasant home,

many friends and prosperity.

M. MARSHALL is engaged in genera]

farming on section 9, Pigeon Grove Town-
ship. He is one of the widely-linown agri-

culturists of the community, and is an hon-

ored veteran of the late war. A native of the Em-
pire State, he was born in Greene County, on the

Hudson River, November 6, 1816, and is descended

from one of the heroes of the Revolution. His

grandfather served in the War for Independence,

in the nav_v, and, being taken prisoner, was placed

in an old hulk in New York Harbor, but made his

escape by swimming tliree miles to the shore. He
became one of the pioneer settlers of Vermont, and
in that State Marvin Marshall, the father of our

subject, was born and reared. He afterward en-

gaged in making brick in Now York and at length

emigrated to the AVcst. The j-ear 1850 witnessed

his arrival in Peoria, 111., and in that locality he

engaged in farming until his death, which occurred

in Brimfield, in .June, 1883, at the age of seventy-

two years. He was married in the Green Mountain

State to Lolis Bruce, who died in I88o,iiear Peoria.

Li politics, Mr. Marshall was a Whig and after-

ward a Republican. In his social relations he

was an Odd Fellow, and in religious belief a Bap-

tist. In the family were ten children, six of whom
grew to mature years, nameh": Albert, who now
resides in Brimfield, Peoria County; Reuben, who
enlisted for the late war as a member of the Eighty-

sixth Illinois Infantry, and was killed at the battle

of Kenesaw Mountain; Mrs. Helen Ilottenbery, who
resides in Nebraska; ,1. "SI. of this notice; Charles,

who is living in Nebraska; and Cassi us, who makes

his home in Lincoln, that State.

Our subject was only four years old when witii

his parents he came to Illinois. He was reared

upon the home farm near Peoria and acquired his

education in the district schools of Brimfield

Township. No event of special imjiortance oc-

curred during his boyhood and youth until the 1st

of February, 1864, when, at the age of seventeen

years, he enlisted in the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,

under Col. Robert Ingersoll. He joined the regi-

ment at Yicksburg and spent bis time in Missis-

sippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and Tennessee, scouting

and on picket duty. He participated in the battle

of Jackson, on the 7th of July, 1864, and took

part in many skirmishes. After the war was

over he received his discharge, September 30,

1865, in Springfield, after which he returned home.

Mr. Marshall then resumed farming, which he

has since followed. January 2, 1873, in Woodford

County, III., he married Miss Elizabeth I)c Mott,

who was born in that count}- and is of French de-

scent. Four children grace their union: Clarence

D., Winuefred M., Bertha E. and Ray Elmer. The
two elder were born in Peoria County, the younger

in this county. Clarence completed his education

in Onarga Seminary.

In the spring of 1875, Mr. Marsliall came to this

count}' and purch.ased one hundred and sixty

acres of prairie land, which had been ploughed

but not an improvement made. Willi the excep-
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tion of six j-ears' time, it lias since been his home
and is one of the most desirable farms of the com-

munity, being under a high state of cultivation

and well improved. Although he started in life

empty-handed, Mr. Marshall has met with success

in his undertakings and has acquired a comfortable

competence. The Republican party lias no stancher

advocate than our subject, who cast his first Presi-

dential vote for Gen. Grant. He has never sought

for political preferment, but has held some school

oflices and the cause of education finds in him a

friend. .Since the organization of the Grand Army
he has been a member and is now serving as Quar-

termaster of G. H. Iseeld Post No. 576, of Cissna

Park. He is a public-spirited and progressive cit-

izen of the community and is held in high regard

for his sterlino; worth and integritv.

-^

\l ^ GRACE BARNES, who is prominent in

Y) business circles in Onarga, has since 1882

been connected with the tile manufactor}'

of this place. In that year, in connection

with J. E. Owen and John W. Cunningham, he es-

tablished a factor}' and began the manufacture of

tile, carrying on business in partnership for three

3'ears. New machinery was purchased, facilities

enlarged and a good trade built up. After three

years, Mr. Owen bought out his partners and con-

tinued alone in business for a year. In October,

1891, Mr. Barnes bought the interest of Mr. Owen
and is now sole proprietor. He has both a blue

and a yellow claj', and with the improved machin-

ery manufactures a superior article of tile. He also

makes an excellent quality of brick and is doing n

thriving business.

Mr. Barnes is a native of the Green Mountain

State. He was born in Rutland, Rutland County,

January 14, 1822, and is one of three sous, whose

parents were AVilliam and Sarah (Buck) Barnes.

The father was a native of Rutland County, Vt.,

and the mother of Berkshire County, Mass. The
children are all yet living, Charles E. and Lorin

both being older than our subject.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-

ject, who is widely and favorably known through-

out this community. In the spring of 1846, when

a young man of twentj'-four years, he came to

Illinois to try his fortune on its broad prairies, and

purchased two hundred acres of Government land

in Du Page County. He also there engaged in

teaching school for a number of jears and was

elected Superintendent of the schools of the county,

and also served as Supervisor of tiie townshi]),

while living in Du Page County.

On the same year of his emigration Westward,

Mr. Barnes was married, on the 1st of July, to Miss

Louisa Seeley, of Middlebur^-, Vt., a daugliter of

Jonathan and Rho'^a (Kelley) Seeley. Her death

occurred on the 8th of March, 1851, she leaving one

son, William S., who was born August 20, 1848.

He married Miss Ella Harper, daughter of Samuel

H. Harper, of Onarga, and the}' have two daugh-

ters, Lulu and Florence. He now owns and

operates a large ereainei-y on a farm about two

miles southeast of Onarga. Mr. Barnes was again

married, on the 22d of January, 1852, his second

union being with Miss T. Lorette Taylor, daughter

of Rev. P. Taylor, of Bloomingdale, 111. Two
children graced this union: Linnie L., born Au-

gust 8, 1854, is now the wife of E. H. Wood, of

Omaha, Neb., who is First Assistant General Freight

Agent of the Union Pacific Railroad. They have

one child, a son, James Ralph. Frank H., born

September 17, 1855, is clerk in the general ticket-

office of the Rock Island Railroad at Chicago,

which position he has held for a number of years.

He married Louisa Newell and they have two chil-

dren, a son and daughter: Newell H. and Edith.

Mr. Barnes continued to reside in Du Page

County until 1867, when he sold his farm and re-

moved to Onarga Township, Iroquois County,

where he purchased two hundred acres of land,

and for a number of years successfully engaged in

agricultural pursuits. In 1882, he determined to

tile his farm, and this suggested the idea which led

to Ills present business—that of man ufacturing tile.

Since coming to Onarga, he has also taught in the

schools, being Principal for tv,o years of the Onarga

public scliools. He is a man of excellent education,

who keeps himself well informed on all current

events of the day.
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In politics, Mr. Barnes is a Republicijn , liaving

siiijportcd that party since lie voted for Abraham

Lincoln. He lias held a number of public offices,

and in connection with tiiose which he filled in

Du Page County, lie has served two terms as

Supervisor since coming to Onarga, was Road

Commissioner for a number of years, has been a

member of the Board of Trustees of Grand Prairie

.Seminary for over twenty years and is still con-

nected witii the board. He is true to every public

and prirate trust and his honorable, uprigiit life is

well worthy of emulation. lie is a consistent

member of the Presbyterian Church, in which he

has served as Elder for a number of years. Mrs.

Barnes is of the liiqjtist faith.

sy^KKDERICK II. AYRES, a practical and

iH=fe jirogressive farmer, residing on section 20,

Jty Prairie Green Township, has the honor of

being a native of Illinois. He was born in Mor-

ris, Grundy County, July 2.5, 1850. His father,

-W. H. Ayres, was born in Connecticut, June 17,

1811. In his youth lie learned the trade of tanner

and currier. .\t length he determined to try his

fortune in Illinois, and in 1846 he went to Chi-

cago, from which ])lacc he made his way to Grundy

County, locating on a farm. From the Govern-

ment he secured land, which he improved and de-

velo|)ed, and thereon made liis home for thirty-

seven j^ears. In tlic State of his nativity he mar-

ried Jliss Eliza J. Benedict, a native of New
Canaan, Fairfield County. Conn., born October 12,

18i;^. Their union was celebrated January 7,

1831. They resided in Grundy County for many
years, but are now living with the subject of this

sketch. Mr. Ayres cast his first Presi(3ential vote

for William Henry Harrison. For more than sixty

years he has been a member of the Congregational

Church. Since the organization of the Republican

party be lias been one of its stanch supporters, and

has held a number of offices of honor and trust.

In the family were six children, but only two are

living. Heurv <i. and James .S. both died in

childhood; William H. died in Illinois, at the age

of seven; Rebecca Ann became the wife of C. C.

Vreeland, and died in Kendall County, 111., leav-

ing a family; Lovicea, a native of Connecticut, is

the wife of Rev. Dana Sherrill, a Congregational

minister, who resides in Marshall, Clark County,

III.

The Ayres family is of English origin, and was

founded in America by three brothers, who emi-

grated to this country in the Colonial days. One

of these, the great-grandfather of our subject, was

in the Home Guards during the Revolution. The

grandfather of our subject, Frederick Ayres, was

born in Connecticut and there spent his entire

life. By trade he was a currier and shoemaker.

Frederick H. Ayres, whose name heads this rec-

ord, spent his boyhood days upon his father's

farm in Grundy County', no event of special im-

portance occurring to vary the routine of farm

life. His early education w.as acquired in the dis-

trict schools of the neighborhood, and at the age

of eighteen 3'ears he went to Bryant and Stratton's

Business College in Morris, III., conducted by Will-

iam A. Drew, whore he pursued a commercial

course of study. At the age of twenty he re-

turned home, and for some time operated and

managed the home farm of one hundred and sixty

acres. In 1883 he came to Iroquois County and

purchased two hundred and forty acres of land in

Prairie Green Township. He is a competent

farmer who thoroughly understands his business,

and the well-tilled fields and the many improve-

ments upon his place indicate his thrift and enter-

prise. In connection with the cultivation of his

land, he also engages in stock-raising, making a

specially of fine cattle and hogs. He raises Po-

land-China hogs, and introduced into this county

the PoUed-Angus cattle, of which he has a herd of

forty head.

On the 15th of January, 1873, Mr. Ayres was

joined in wedlock with Miss Mary E. Leach, their

union being celebrated in Grundy County. The

lady was born near Wheeling. W. Va., and is a

daughter of Morgan Leach, one of tlie earl}'

settlers of (4rundy Count}'. Mr. and Mrs. Ayres

attended the same school as children, and she

afterward engaged in teaching successfully for
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some years. Unto tliem have been born three chil-

dren, but onl3' one is now living, Mary Lovicea,

who was born in Grundy County, in 1878.

Mr. Aj-res is a member of Hoopeston Lodge No.

195, K. P. In his political attiliatiojis he has been

a Republican since he cast his first Presidential

vote for Gen. Grant in 1872, and is an influential

member of the party. He has served as a delegate

to its conventions, but has never been an office-

seeker. However, he has served as Township Sup-

ervisor in Grund3' County for two terms. Mr.

Ayres reads much and is an intelligent farmer,

who keeps well informed on all questions of the

day. He is also a self-made man, for his success is

due entirely to his own efforts, and he is a solid

and substantial citizen of the countj-, respected by

all.

Jl^p'RANCIS CASSIDY, who makes his home
U=^[g|; on his farm situated on section 21, is a

/l^ prominent and representative farmer of

Danforth Township. He was born in Ireland, in

March, 1839, in County Roscommon, and is a son

of Frank and Bridget (Flannagin) Cassidy, both

of whom spent their entire lives on the Emerald

Isle.

The subject of this sketch passed his boyhood

days under the parental roof and received but

limited school advantages. He is almost wholly

self-educated, but through reading and his wide

experience has become a well-informed man, who
is conversant with the leading scientific and na-

tional questions and other subjects of importance

and interest. In July, 1862, he went to Liverpool

and started in a sailing-vessel for America. They
were on the Atlantic for seven weeks and a-half

and encounteied no storms during the voj'age. He
arrived in New York in the fall of that j'car, and

immediately went to Providence, R. L, where he

remained for about one month. He then started

Westward and located first in La Salle County, 111.

For three years he hired out as a farm-hand and

then with his earnings, which he had carefull3'

saved, he purchased a team and engaged in farm-

ing on rented land for a vear. He then went to

Livingston County, where he also farmed for about

one j'ear; when he returned to La Salle County
and rented land for the same length of time. At
the end of that time, he purchased a place in that

county on which he made several paj'ments, but,

being unable to make the fourth payment, he was

so unfortunate as to lose the property. In March,

1870, Mr. Cassidy came to Iroquois County, rent-

ing a farm in Douglas Township for a j^ear, after

which he located in Artesia Township, where he

rented farm land and engaged in agricultural pur-

suits for the five 3^ears succeeding. Returning, our

subject purchased a tract of one hundred and

sixty acres of unimproved prairie, where he located

and still resides. This farm he cleared, tiled and

improved and has now under a high state of cul-

tivation. As his financial resources were increased,

he constantly- added improvements and the latest

modern machiner3' to carr3' on the work of the

farm, and has since added another tract of eight3'

acres to his original purchase. He owns besides

eight3- acres which are situated two miles from his

other propert3^ This is all cultivated and valu-

able land. He has a comfortable and substantial

home and good farm buildings.

Mr. Cassidv was united in marriage in the city

of Toledo, Ohio, to Miss Mary Fallon, who is also

a native of County Roscommon, Ireland. The

wedding ceremony was performed on Christmas

Da3- of 1865. INIrs. Cassidy is a daughter of John

Fallon, who grew to maturit3' on the Emerald Isle.

Bv the marriage of our subject and his wife four-

teen children have been born, as follows: Anna, a

3-oung lady, who received a good education and is

a successful teacher of this count3'; Catherine, who

is at home; John, who assists in the care of the

farm ; Frank, who also assists in the care of the home

farm; Mar3-; Flliza, also a teacher of this county;

Clara; Tersa and Thomas, twins; Timothy, Alice,

Sylvester, Gertrude and Agnes. The parents and

children are alike members of the Roman Catholic

Church.

In his political sentiments. ^Ir. Cassid3' gives his

heart3- support to the Democratic part3', and his

first Presidential vote was cast for Grover Cleve-

land. He has never been an aspirant for public

or official positions and has ever devoted his entire
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energies and attention to bis home sinrl farm

duties. He is a hearty' supporter of public schools

and an advocate of good teachers and educational

measures. For six year.s lie has served as a mem-

ber of the School Board. He has lived in Illinois

for twenty-eight >ears and has made his home in

Iroquois County for twenty-two years of that time.

He has helped to make this county what it is to-

day, one of the best in the State. He landed in

the New AVorid without friends or other capi-

tal than a good constitution, and has won a fan-

measure of success through his own unassisted ef-

forts. He is considered one of the thrifty, in-

fluential and well-to-do farmers of the township,

and has won many friends since coming to this

communit}-.

n.LIAM KNIBLOE, an early settler of

sjii Douglas Township, was born in Sharon

W^ Township, Litchfield County, Conn., his

birth having occurred February 17, 1820. He is

a son of Thompson and Keziah (Wing) Knibloe.

His great-grandfather Knibloe was a Scotch-Pres-

byterian minister, who emigrated from Edinburg

prior to the Revolutionary War. He followed his

profession in this country during his entire life.

The grandfather of our subject followed agricul-

tural pursuits chieflj'. His father was born in

Litchfield County, Conn., while his mother was

born on Cape Cod and with her parents emigrated

toI>itchfield County, where she married Thompson

Knibloe, a farmer. His death occurred when our

subject was a lad of about twelve years. His

mother afterward married Benjamin Myers, and

moved to Allegany County, N. Y., where she spent

her last days. By her first marriage she had four

childen, of wholn William is the only one living.

Our subject is the oldest of the family. Hav-

ing remained on the farm until sixteen years of

age, he was apprenticed to the cabinet-maker's

trade, serving five years, working in the summer

from sunrise to sunset, and from September until

March working until nine o'clock at night. On the

7th of April, 1842, he married Mary A. Dakin,

who was born December 22, 1821, in Dutchess

County, N. Y., and is a daughter of Talmai and

Clarissa (Yerrington) Dakin, both of whom were

natives of the Empire State. Her grandfather

Dakin was a Baptist minister of English descent.

Mrs. Knibloe 's parents spent their entire lives in

the Slate of their nativity. She is the second in a

family of seven children, and she and a sister, Mrs.

Lucy Vanness, who lives in Lamont, Cook County,

111., are the only ones who survive.

To Mr. and Mrs. Knibloe has been born a fam-

ily of three children: Anna, who died in the

prime of womanhood; Harriet, who is the wife of

}f\ J. Henry and resides in Chicago; and the young-

est, Walter, who married Addie Clark, is a graduate

of the State University at Champaign and has been

for six years Principal of the schools of St. August-

ine, Fla.

In 1843, the subject of this sketch started for

the West, going first to Chicago. He remained

there for a year and then sent for his wife. At
that time Chicago contained about seven thousand

inhabitants and was a veritable swamp. For seven

years, he worked in a shop, of which he was fore-

man part of the time. He then started in business

for himself and, with a partner, carried on a shop

in thatcit}'. In 18o8, he came to Iroquois C'ount3'

and, in company with Edward Silver, purchased a

half-section of land in Douglas Township. This

he improved and in time made of it a good farm.

Having sold his property, he ran the Sturgis Farm

for twenty-five or twenty-six years. He is the owner

of one hundi-ed and sevent^'-two acres of good land,

and his present prosperity is the result of the

united efforts of himself and wife. In 1891, with

his family he removed to Ciilman, where he has a

pleasant and hospitable home.

In his political sympathies, Mr. Knibloe was for-

merly an advocate of the Democracy, but since the

rise of the Republican party he has been identified

with its interests. He has served as Highway and

Ditch Commissioner, helping to cut manj' of the

ditches that have so much imjjroved this count}'.

He was a member of the first Odd Fellows' society

of Chicago, called the Union Lodge, and Mrs.

Knibloe helped to make the first carpet that coy-

ered that lodge room. No peo|)le in the county are
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held in higher regard than Mr. Knibloe and his

estimable wife. He has made farming his chief

life occupation and has devoted himself to that

pursuit in a quiet, unassuming manner, at the same

time faithfully discharging his duties of citizen-

ship.

"^ OHN RUCKRIGEL is a prominent merchant

and well-known citizen of Ashkum. He is

a native of Germany, his birth occurring in

Bavaria, on tlic 25th of July, 1836. He is

a son of John and Margaret (Nilzle) Ruckrigel,

both of Bavaria, where the father died. John

Ruckrigel, Jr., grew to the age of sixteen years in

the Fatherland, and then deteimined to seek his

fortune in the New World. Accordingly, in 1852,

he took passage on a sailing-vessel at Bremen, and

was forty-two days on the bosom of the Atlantic.

He arrived at New Orleans in November of that

year, and embarked in a Mississippi steamer run-

ning to Louisville, Ky. He joined an uncle who
was a dairyman, living about six miles from Louis-

ville, and with him he remained for about eight

years, and until he had passed his majority. In

his native land, Mr. Ruckrigel had received a

good German education, and after coming to

America educated iiimself in English by reading

and intercourse with the people. After leaving

his uncle, he rented land and engaged in farming

for himself, his farm being situated near Louisville,

and there he remained for about ten years.

In the fall of 1870, our subject removed to Illi-

nois, settling first at Oilman, Iroquois County,

where he engaged in the mercantile business with

Joseph Reidhaar. He continued in that occupa-

tion for about two 3'ears, and then sold his inter-

est. On account of much sickness in his family,

be returned to Kentucky, and engaged in agricul-

tural pursuits in the same neighborhood as he had

previously made his home. In 1874. he returned

to Illinois, and located on a farm in Danforth

Township, where he lived until 1888, farming very

successfully. He then sold his farm property and

engaged in merchandising at Ashkum, and here he

has since remained. He carries an extensive stock

of general merchandise, and has a well-established

trade.

On the 12th of February, 1863, Mr. Ruckrigel

was joined in marriage to Mary E. Reidhaar, a na-

tive of Switzerland, born October 28, 1840, who
came to the United States with her father, Joseph

Reidhaar, when she was a child. Mr. Reidhaar set-

tled in Mercer County, Ohio, where he made his

home until his death. Our subject and his wife

are the parents of five children: Henry is a part-

ner in his father's store, and for many years has held

responsible business positions in Ashkum; Emma
is the wife of Morell Fowler, and was the former

Postmistress of Danforth, Mr. Fowler being now
the station agent at Kappa, 111.; Mary is the present

Postmistress of Danforth; John, who is a clerk in

his father's store, and a graduate of the Gran(l

Prairie Seminary; and Lizzie, who resides at home.

Mr. and Mrs. Ruckrigel were reared in the

Catholic faith, in which thej- still believe, though

they are not identified with any church organiza-

tion. He was formerly' an advocate of the Democ-

racy, his first vote having been cast for James

Buchanan, but for a number of years he has been

identified with the Republican party. He has been

elected to fill several official local positions, the

duties of which he has discharged with promptness

and fidelit}'. Educational measures find in him a

hearty supporter, and he has served both on the

.School and Town Boards. As a citizen, he is

highly esteemed as a public-spirited and progress-

ive man, who has been liberal in his support of

those enterprises tending to the advancement and

upbuilding of the town and county.

UGUST HAUBACH is numbered among
the early settlers of Douglas Township,

residing on section 5. He was born fifty-

nine J'ears ago in Giessen, Hessen, Ger-

many, his birth having occurred August 3, 1833.

He was the j'oungest of the famil}' of six children,

whose parents were George and ISIargaret (Kempf)

Haubach, both of whom spent their entire lives in
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the Fatherland. The father was a carpenter by

trade. Our subject is the youngest in his father's

family of six children, five sons and one daughter,

of whom only two crossed the Atlantic. Charles

F. came to the United States in 1850, and died in

Quincy, Jll., on the 7th of March. 1885, leaving a

wife, one son and two daughters to mouiii his

loss.

Our subject until fourteen years of age attended

the schools of his native land and then served for

three years .ns an apprentice at the painter's trade.

He worked faithfully at his chosen occupation,

commeucing at the small salarv of 4^2.40 per week.

In 1853, determining to secure his fortune in the

New World, he went to Liverpool and there took

passage for New York. This trip in the slow sail-

ing-vessel of those da3's took five weeks. Upon
landing in New York, he found that his financial

resources amounted to but $5. He decided to go

to Norwich, Conn., and when he reached that

point he had but 83.40. In the latter place, he

worked at his trade for twelve years and by perse-

verance and industry was soon on the road to for-

tune. In Norwich, he met the lady who after-

ward became bis wife.

The wedding ceremony was performed on the

3d of November, 1858, and thereby Miss Mary A.

Burger became the wife of our subject. She is the

daughter of Anton and Mary A. (Keeh) Burger,

and is a native of Germany, where she was born on

the "iCth of November, 1838, in Lausheim, Baden.

She came with her family to Connecticut in 1851.

To Mr. Haubach and his wife have been born five

children: George C, A. Frederick, .John B., Eliza

J. and William A.

In the year 1865. Mr. Ilaubach went to New
Albany. Ind., where he ran a grocery for about one

year. He then sold out, moved to Fulton County-,

III., and followed the occupation of a farmer.

Though he had not been brought up to farm life,

he soon learned and became a practical farmer.

He worked a rented farm until 1869, when he

moved his family to the farm where he now lives.

The previous year, in company with George Burger,

he had purchased one hundred and sixty acres.

This they improved and cultivated and divided in

1871. Mr. Haubach has added to his eight}' acres

until he now has a fine farm of four hundreil and

eighty acres of well-improved and drained land.

By years of industry and toil, supplemented by

good business ability and fair dealing, he has ac-

quired a snug little fortune. Starting as he did in

early life with nothing but willing hands, his suc-

cess has been truly wonderful and well deserved.

In his political affiliations, he is a supporter of the

Democratic party. The cause of education finds

in him a warm friend and he has done efifectivc

service for her interests. For eighteen years he

has been School Director and has discharged the

duties of that office with faithfulness and zeal. For

nearly a quarter of a century- he has been a resi-

dent of this townshi)) and both he and his wife are

much respected and well esteemed. He is a wide-

awake business man, and his dealings with his fel-

low-citizens have ever been characterized by a

spirit of justice and honor.

-^^
"\f ACOB C. SHEAR, an honored veteran of the

late war, who for many years has resided

upon his farm on section 5, Ridgeland

Township,was born in Albany County, N .Y.,

near Coeymans, November 19, 1827, and is ason of

.Stephen Shear, who was a native of the Empire State

and was of German descent. His mother bore the

maiden name of Gertrude Teneyck, and she too

was of German lineage. During the boyhood of

our subject, his parents removed to Junius, Seneca

County, N. Y. The death of the father occurred

in November, 1884. The mother had passed away

some 3'ears previous, being called to her final rest

in 1878. The famih" numbered seven children,

namelj": Peter, who was a stock buyer and farmer

and died in 1890; Garritia, wife of Anson Lisk,

who is living in California; Conrad, who is en-

gaged in farming in Fairfax County, Va,; Mary,

who became the wife of Levi Lisk and died in

1887; John, who departed this life in 1881; Jacob,

whose name heads this sketch; and Catherine, who
married Ralph Hanson and died in 1892.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who is a prominent and influential citizen
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of Iroquois County. He was reared to manhood

under the parental roof, no event of special im-

portance occurring during his boyhood days,

which were quietly passed upon his father's farm.

His education was such as the common schools

afforded, lie attending school at intervals until

about nineteen years of age. He then remained

at home until he had attained his majority, when

lie started out in life for himself, and whatever

success he has since achieved is due entirely to

his own efforts. As he had no capital, he began

by renting ground. He continued his agricultural

pursuits in the Empire State until the autumn of

1858, when lie emigrated Westward, locating in

Elkhart, In d.,where he spent the succeeding winter.

Previous to this time Mr. Shear was married,

his first union being celebrated in 1849, Miss Har-

riet Stewart becoming his wife. One child was

born of this union, Frances, who died in 1890-

The mother died in 1863. Mr. Shear was again

married, in 1867, the lady of his choice being Miss

Sarah Brown. Three children grace this marriage,

as follows: Thomas, Gertrude and Teneyck.

After one winter spent in the Hoosier State, Mr.

Shear came with liis family to Iroquois Count)-,

111., settling in Ridgeland Township, where he pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres of land on

section 5. The place was entirely destitute of im-

provement, but with characteristic energ)' he began

its development and lias carried forward the work

of cultivation until now one of the best farms in

the community yields to him a good income in re-

turn for the care and labor he bestows upon it. Its

boundaries he also extended as his financial re-

sources increased and he now has three hundred

and twenty acres of rich, fertile land. In addition

to general fanning, he carries on stock-raising, and

his good business ability, combined with enterprise

and perseverance, have brougiit him a well-deserved

prosperity.

During the late war, Mr. Shear gave evidence of

his loyalty to the Government by responding to

the call for troops in the fall of 1861, and enlist-

ing as a private of Company M, Ninth Illinois

Cavalry. He was mustered into service at Chicago

and the first important engagement in which he

participated was at Jackson port. He then took part

in several lesser engagements, and in March, 1863,

went to Memphis and did duty as a scout through

the surrounding countrj'. He participated in many
minor engagements and also met the enemy in the

battles of West Point, Aberdeen and Okahama.

He had enlisted for three years' service and filled

out the entire time. In the winter of 1861-62, lie

had been promoted to be First Lieutenant, and in

that capacity served until tiie expiration of his

term, when he was honorably discharged. He was

never wounded or taken prisoner, but was ever

found at his post, faithfully performing ever}'

duty, and he may well be proud of the fact that

he was one of the honored boys in blue that saved

their country when destruction threatened it. He
is now a member of W. A. Babcock Post No. 416,

G. A. R., also belongs to the Masonic fraternity,

and is a supporter of the Republican party, whose

principles he warmly advocates. In 1876, he was

elected vSheriff of the county, serving a terra of two

years. Mr. Shear has a wide acquaintance through-

out the community and is held in high esteem by

many friends and acquaintances. As an honored

veteran, an earl\- settler and a loading citizen, he

well deserves representation in this volume.

"if/OHN HEANEY is one of the leading busi-

ness men of Buckley, where he owns and

operates a mill for the manufacture of hemp
fiber. As he is widely and tavorabl}' known

throughout the county, we feel assured that this

record of his life will prove of interest to man)- of

our readers, and we gladlj' insert his sketcii in the

record of the county.

Mr. Heaney is a native of the Emerald Isle. He
was born in County Antrim, December 5, 1848,

and is one of ten children whose parents were

James and Nancy (Iluey) Heaney, also natives of

Ireland. Six of their children are j-et living,

namely: William, Hugh, Sallie, Robert, Elizabeth

and Jolin. Those deceased are Jane, Ann Jane,

Nancy and Thomas.

The father of our subject died when John was
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only about a _vear old, and at the age of nine he

was left an orphan bv the death of his mother.

His education was acquired in the land of his birth

in an academy. Wlien a youth of sixteen sum-

mei-s, he bade good-bye to home and friends and

sailed for America, locating in Madrid, X. Y.,

where he operated a tlax-mill on his own account

until 1870, wiien he came to Loda, 111. Haying

been so long employed in that work, he was well

fitted for the business which he took up on com-

ing West. In Loda he superintended a tow-mill,

manufacturing flax-bagging until 187(;, when he

came to Buckley and took charge of the mill at

this place. After being Superintendent for ten

years, in the fall of 1886 he purchased the mill,

which he lias operated in his own interests con-

tinuously since. He is engaged in raising hemp
on five hundred acres of land, and manufactures

fiber from which binding twine is made. Besides,

he farms about one hundred and sixt.y acres. This

business is one of the leading industries of Buck-

ley, and the proprietor is one of its most promi-

nent business men.

On the 9th of May, 1872, Mr. Heaney was

joined in wedlock with Miss 'Sla.vy Louise Kippen-

berg. daughter of Richard V. and Amanda (Hern-

don) Kippcnlierg, of Beardstown, 111. A daughter

graces their union, Mabel. They have a comfort-

able and pleasant home in Buckley, which is the

abode of hospitality, and in social circles the3- rank

high. Mrs. Ileanev was born in Beardstown, 111.,

January 5, 1850. Her father was born in Charles-

ton, S. C, December 13, 1821, and his father came

from Germany, while his mother, who was of Span-

ish descent, was born in St. Augustine, Fla. Mrs.

Heaney 's mother was born in Russellville, Ky., Jan-

uary 8, 18.S0. Both parents were pioneers of

Beardstown, where they were married. Her father

died j-ears ago, and her motlier makes her home
with Mrs. Heaney, who is one of two children.

Her brother AVilliam is a railroad conductor.

In political sentiment. Mr. Heaney is a sujiporter

of Republican principles. For about ten years he

has filled the office of School Director, and the

cause of education finds in him a warm friend,

who does mucli for its upbuilding. He was also a

member of the tillage Board of Trustees for ten

years, and during eight j-ears of that time was its

President, discharging his duties with promptness

and fidelity which led to his frequent re-election

and won him the commendation of all concerned.

In his social relations, he is a Mason, belonging to

Buckley Lodge No. 634, A. F. <t A. M. He is a

successful business man, whose well-directed efforts,

thrift and enterprise have won him a comfortable

competence and a well-deserved prosperity. Al-

though quite young when he determined to come

to America, subsequent j-ears have shown the wis-

dom of his resolve, and he has here found a pleas-

ant home, liappiness and success.

OLR'ER AUSTIN DEKROL'GH, who is en-

gaged in the manufacture of tile in Buckley,

is the junior member of the firm of Der-

rough <fe Co., which established business in this

place in the early part of 1891. Tlieirs is one of

the leading industries of the conimunitj-, and they

are now doing an excellent business, which is con-

stantly increasing until their capacity is almost

too small to supply the demand. They manufac-

ture a superior article, and turn out about ten

thousand four-inch tile per day. The partners of

this firm are numbered among the leading business

men of Buckle^', and we gladly make mention of

them in this volume.

Oliver A. Derrough was born in Danville, 111.,

on the 27th of August, 1859. His parents, Asher

D. and Saloma J. (Hoover) Derrough, were both

natives of Ohio. In 1868, having resided in Ohio

during the period of the late war, they returned to

Illinois, where they have since resided. They lo-

cated in Champaign County, and are now resi-

dents of Urbana. In their family were six chil-

dren: Oliver A., Anna, Cordelia E., Edward E.,

Jessie Maud and Ora, all of whom are jet living!

When an infant, Mr. Derrough, whose name

heads this sketch, was taken by his parents to

Ohio, where about nine j-ears of his life were

passed, and in 1868 he went with them to Cham-

paign County, 111. At Philo, about ten miles from

Champaign, he w.as reared to manhood, and ac-
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quired a good education in tlie common schools.

In 1885, in connection with his father, he era-

barked in the manufacture of tile in Philo, follow-

ing that business until the winter of 1890-91,

when they sold their first factory. They then es-

tablished a new factorj' in Buckley, 111., under the

firm name of Dcrrough & Co., and the success that

has already come to them is certainly very en-

couraging.

An important event in the life of Mr. Derrough

occurred on the 30tli of May, 1883, when he led

to the marrage altar Miss Rosa M. Challacombe,

daughter of Kicholas and Mar}' (Fletcher) Challa-

combe, residents of Alton, 111. Four children have

been born unto them, three sons and a daughter,

and the family circle, which yet remains unbroken,

is composed of Marry 0., born March 19, 1884;

Nicholas Asher, born October 4, 1885; Blanche,

born September 27, 1887; and Joseph Fifer, born

December 13, 1890. Mr. and Mrs. Derrough are

highly respected people of Buckley, who hold an

enviable position in social circles, and are widely

and favorably known for their many excellencies

of character. Mr. Derrough is a wide-awake and

enterprising man, ))ublic-spiritcd and progressive,

and manifests a commendable interest in all that

pertains to the welfare of the community.

'^ OHN GOETZ, a retired farmer, was boin in

Baden, Germany, November 1, 1820. He

is a son of Jacob and Bridget (Irion) Goetz.

His father owned a small farm which he

tilled for a livelihood. For nearly eight years he

served in Napoleon's army. He accompanied

that conqueror to Moscow, and from cold, hun-

ger and privation his health was so impaiied

that he never fully recovered, though he lived to

be over eighty years of age. The mother also

lived to about four-score years. In their family

of five children three were sons and two daugii-

ters, but two of whom came to America. Conrad

crossed the ocean in 1815, and is a farmer in Can-

ada.

Our subject is the third child of the family and

was reared on a farm, receiving but limited edu-

cational advantages. When about eighteen years

old, he commenced working in a foundry, at

which he continued for some four years, giving

all his earnings to his father. In 1842, he sailed

from Havre de Grace to New York City, being

thirty-six days on the voyage. Going to Canada,

he worked three years on a farm and in a saw

mill. In 1845, he returned to his parents, friends

and native land, making them a visit of six weeks.

On his return to Canada, his brother accompanied

him. In 1848, he went to Marshall County, 111.

Having worked by the month for a time, he pur-

chased forty acres of Government land, which he

soon afterward sold and farmed rented land. In

1857 he bought one hundred and twenty acres,

which he improved, and afterward added thereto

sixty acres.

On his first voyage to America Mr. Goetz formed

the acquaintance of Miss Agatha Fries, a native of

Bavaria, Germany. On her arrival in the United

States, Miss Fries went to Buffalo, N. Y. In 1846

our subject went to that city, and on the 5th of

February was united in wedlock with Miss Fries.

By this union were born eight children, three of

whom died in childhood, and Mary, who became

the wife of Mathias Baumann, died Ma}' 6, 1890.

The living children are Caroline, widow of Nich-

olas Shawback. who resides in La Salle Count}-;

Jacob married Amanda Fisher and is a substantial

farmer of Artesia Township, Iroquois County;

Elizabeth F., who has had charge of the household

affairs for nearly twenty years, is still with her

father; and John, who married Lillian Moore, pur-

chased the old home f;iriii, wiiich he carries on

successfully.

Having carried on farming in Marshall Count}-

until 1878, Mr. Goetz came to Irocjuois County

and bought one hundred and sixty acres in Doug-

las Township, which he improved by tiling and

ditching. His farm is now a very valuable and

well-cultivated piece of property and is a model

of thrift and neatness.

In Marshall C'ounty occurred the death of Mrs.

(lOetz, who passed away on the 6th of December,

1875. She was an estimable lady and a consistent

member of the Evangelical Association, of which
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Mr. Goetz and four of his cliildren are likewise

members. In politics he is a Repiililican, thouj^h

he votes for the man ratlier than the party. When
he came to Illinois his worldly i)OSsessions, outside

of his family, were limited, but by hard work and

industry he has climbed steadily upward until he

now has a comfortable income. In 1892, he sold

the farm to his son .John and removed to Gilman,

where he is enjoying a well-earned rest after so

Tuany years of struggle and toil.

iILLIAlM R. VKATCll has engaged in buy-

ing and shipping stock in Thawvillc since

1890, and prior to that time was connec-

ted with the agricultural interests of the county

for about twenty-one years. During his long res-

idence in the community he has formed a wide

acquaintance, and is recognized as a highly re-

spected citizen. The Buckeye State gave him to

Iroquois County. He was born in Ross County,

Ohio, November (i, 1830, and is one of eleven chil-

dren, whose parents were Thomas .T. and Catherine

(Johnson) Veatch. The father and mother were

both natives of Hardy County, W. Va., but in an

early day removed to Ohio, where the deatii of the

former occurred October 6, 1849. Mrs. Veatcii after-

ward came to Illinois, and with her children re-

sided upon a farm in Livingston County until

called to her final rest, November 23, 1858. Of their

eleven children only four are now living, namely:

William R., John, Henry and Harrison. Those de-

ceased are Johnson, Elizabeth, Thomas, Catherine,

Rufus, Ira and Sarali.

In the State of his nativity, Mr. \' catch, our

subject, was reared to manhood, and when a young

man of twenty-five years came Westward to Illi-

nois, with the hope of bettering his financial con-

dition tiiereby. He first settled upon a farm of

eighty acres in Livingston County, near Wing, and
about four miles north of Eorest. He improved

and developed that fann, making it his home from

IS.")? until 18(59. In the latter year he removed to

a farm of two hundred acres of land near Thaw-

ville, in Iroquois County. As his financial resources

increased, he added to his landed possessions, and

in connection with his home farm he now owns
four eight3--acre farms, two in Ford County and

two in Iroquois County. He was a practical and

progressive agriculturist, never behind the times

in anything pertaining to his chosen occupa-

tion, and by his well-directed efforts he acquired

a handsome property. On the 23d of September,

18,55, Mr. Veatch was united in the holy bonds of

matrimony with Miss Margaret, a daughter of

.Selby and Mary (Samuels) Fearl,who resided near

Circleville, in Pickaway County, Ohio. Mr. Fearl

was born in Maryland, and his wife in Delaware,

where they were married. In 1840 they moved to

Ohio, where the wife died in 1846. He came to

Piatt County, 111., in 1857, where he died in 1888.

Mrs. Veatch was born in Delaware, July 5, 1835,

and came with her father to Ohio. Mr. Veatch at

once brought his bride to Illinois, where they have

since resided. Five children have been born of

their union, the eldest of whom is Henry F. He
married Miss Alice Walker, daughter of Samuel

Walker,and they became the parents of twochildren

Charles E. and Roy. His wife having died, he was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Kate Davis, of Indiana. They have a daughter,

Edna, and their home is about three milessouth of

Thawville. George II. married Miss Ella Comm, and

resides on a farm in Ford County, near Thawville.

Delia is the wife of Judson Shear, who is living on

a farm just west of Thawville. Unto them were

born six children, but two died in infancy. I'liose

yet living are Maud, Edwin, Frankie and Irwin.

Uretta M. is the wife of Siegel Rutledge, wlio is

engaged in agricultural pursuits in Artesia Town-
ship, upon a farm two and a-half miles southeast

of Thawville. Their eldest child died in infancy,

but the two younger ones, Pearl and Pansy, are

3et living. Thomas S. married Miss Minnie Reed,

daughter of AVilliam Reed, of Livingston County,

and resides on the home farm, two miles east of

Thawville. I'liey have two children, Nellie and

William Albert.

Mr. Veatch has made his home continuously in

this county since 18()9. He carried on agricultural

pursuits until 1890, when he retired from farming
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and removed to Tbawville, where he is now en-

gaged in buying and sliipping stock. In politics

lie is a supporter of Republican principles. While

residing in Livingston County, he was Justice of the

Peace for eight years, also Town Clerk and High-

way Commissioner, and in this county he has served

as Assessor one term and Commissioner of High-

ways for three 3'ears. At the present time he is

Treasurer and one of the Directors of the Farmers'

Mutual Insurance Company, of Iroquois County,

discharging the duties of both positions for the

past sixteen years. In all this time there has only

been one assessment made by the company. The

regular two-mill annual assessment has proved

sufHeient to pay all former losses. The success of

this company is due in no little degree to the well-

directed efforts of Mr. Veatch. Himself, wife and

three children are members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, in which he has served as Trustee

and Steward. His life has been an hon(>rable and

upright one, well and worthily spent, and he is

held in the highest esteem throughout the com-

munity, where his sterling worth is widely known.

^^M MOS BISHOP, one of the early settlers of

^^/ ll
^^^ Grove Township, now residing on

/// it section 19, is a native of Ohio, his birth

^j) having occurred in Ross County on the

26th of October, 1826. His father, John Bishop,

was a native of the Keystone State, and in an earlj^

da3- removed to Ohio, where his father improved

a new farm. He afterward removed with the fam-

ily- to Fountain County, Ind., where the grand-

father of our subject purchased a mill. The man-

agement of this business was given over to John

Bishop, who, however, was a hatter by trade. His

death occurred shortly afterward in Indiana. He
had served in the "War of 1812. In Ohio, he mar-

ried Hannah Myracle, who died in La Fa^yette,

Ind. After her death he wedded Susan Dunbar.

He was one of the pioneer settlers of Fountain

County, Ind., and held a number of local offices,

serving as Justice of the Peace in La Fayette. In

politics, he was a Democrat. By his first marriage

were born the following children: Henry, who
makes his home with Amos, having been a resi-

dent of Iroquois County for forty years; Silas,

who has resided in this community sincic 1872;

Mary Ann, wife of AVesley Harvey, of Cissna Park;

George, who served in the Mexican War and in

the Rebellion, was a member of the One Hundred

and Thirteenth Illinois Infantry-, and now resides

in Custer County-, Neb.; Amos of this sketch; and

two children who died in infancy. By the second

marriage were born a son and daughter, Elizabeth

and John, who reside in Iowa. Their mother

makes her home with them.

The subject of this sketch was about two years

of age when the family removed to the Hoosier

State, and was a lad of only seven when his mother

died. He then went to live with his uncle, John

Nebeker, in Fountain County, with whom he re-

mained until twenty-one years of age. His edu-

cational privileges were very meagre. He could

attend school only two months in the 3'ear, and

during that time half of each day was taken up

with feeding cattle. His training at farm labor

was not so meagre. He was early inured to hard

labor, and after he had attained to man's estate he

worked at tift\' cents per day.

In September, 1848, Mr. Bishop was united in

marriage with Miss Jane Stidham, a native of Mary-

land, and in the following spring they came to

Illinois by team, locating near Ash Grove. Mr.

Bishop engaged in farming for Mr. Willoughby

for a year and then purchased eighty acres of land

from the Governrarfit. It was all wild prairie,

upon which not a furrow had been turned or an

improvement made. Wolves were still numerous

in the neighborhood and wild deer supplied the

table with meal, while lesser game was very plenti-

ful. After operating his first farm for some time,

Mr. Bishop sold and purchased elsewhere. Since

1862 he has resided upon his present farm of

eighty-three acres and for some years engaged ex-

clusively in its cultivation; however, he now gives

much of his attention to boring artesian wells.

He is a man of good busitress ability, enterprising

and progressive, and has secured a comfortable

competence.

By his first marriage Mr. Bishop had three chil-
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dren: Mrs. Hannah Hauck, who is now a widow

and resides in Onarga Townsliip; John S.. who

married Carrie Neeld, and is a carpenter of Cissna

Park; and Ida, who died in infancy- By his second

marriage, with Phrebe Aye, he has one child, Mrs.

Julia Neeld, who also resides in Cissna Park. Hy

his marriage to P^mily Hiissey, he had two children:

Henry, who married Rose Brock and is a farmer of

Ash (irove Township; and Mrs. Alice Carter, who

resides on the old homestead. The lady who now
beai's the name of IMrs. ]5ishop was in her maiden-

hood 5Iary Lamar.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Bishop hold membership with

the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Ash Grove,

and are numbered among its active and faithful

workers, doing all in their power for its upbuild-

ing and advancement. He has served as Steward

and Trustee. His first vote was cast for James K.

Polk, and he has since supported the Democracy,

except when Lincoln was the Presidential candi-

date. In minor elections, he rotes for the man
whom he thinks best qualified to fill the office, re-

gardless of party affiliations. Socially, he is a

member of the Knights of Pythias, of Ci.ssna Park.

His residence in this county covers a period of

forty-three years, and he is not only numbered

among its honored pioneers but is classed among
its best citizens.

^ R. T. ^'EWTO^' BOUE, who has been en-

gaged in the practice of medicine in Loda
since 1864, is a prominent medical practi-

tioner of the county, and during the long

3'ears of his residence here has formed a wide ac-

quaintance and gained an extensive practice. He
is a native of Indiana, his birth having occurred in

Fountain County, on the 18th of May, 1837. His

father, Lorenzo Dowe Bone, was born in North

Carolina and was of French descent. His mother,

who bore the maiden name of Eleanor Moffett,

was born in Indiana and is of Scotch lineage. By
their union this worth}' couple became the parents

of seven children, and, with the exception of one

who died iu infancy, all are yet living at this

26

writing, in the autumn of 1892, as follows: Jose-

phine, James M., T. Newton, John Austin, Simpson

M. and Eluis Scott. The mother of this family

is still living on the old homestead in Fountain

County, Ind., six miles south of Veedersburg, with

her youngest son. Mr. Bone died in May, 1880.

Under the parental roof the Doctor was reared

to manhood. He attended the public schools in his

youth and his literary education was completed in

an academy in Ladoga, Ind. In looking about

him in choice of some profession or occupation

which he wished to make his life work, he chose

the practice of medicine, and for three years read

medicine, after which he attended lectures at Rush

Medical College of Chicago, from which he was

graduated in 1866. In April, 1864, he located

in Rantoul, III., where he spent about three

months, and in July he came to Loda, opened an

office and has since engaged in the practice of his

chosen profession in this place. His skill and abil-

ity have won him a liberal patronage and a recog-

nized position in the ranks of his professional

brethren.

On the 3d of June, 18G7, Dr. Bone married Miss

Effie L. Burnette, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S.

Burnette, of Galva, 111. Her death occurred on

the 23d of October, 1875, and a number of years

later, on the 13th of November, 1879, he was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Emma Kelsey, a daughter of Barnabus and Susan

Kelsey, of B.yion, 111. There were two children

born unto them, daughters, June and May. The
death of Mrs. Boue occurred on the 23d of

December, 1887, and on the 6th of March, 1889,

the Doctor married Miss Minnie Carrington, daugh-

ter of Milton and Nancy (Sears) Carrington, of

Loda, 111.

In his political affiliations. Dr. Boue is a Dem-
ocrat, and socially is a member of the Masonic

fraternity, belonging to Abraham Jonas Lodge

No. 316, A. F. & A. M., of Loda, and has been its

Worthy Master for twenty years; Ford Chapter

No. 138, R. A. M.; and Mt. Olivet Commandery
No. 38, K. T., of Paxton. He has held various

offices of honor and trust. He is a member of the

Christian Church and his wife holds membership

with the Congregational Church, Both are highly
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respected people whose friends and acquaintances

tbrougliout the communitj- are many. In the

long years of his residence here the Doctor has

gained a high reputation as a practitioner and his

liberal patronage is well deserved.

kORENZO L. MARSH, one of the early set-

tlers of this county, who is now engaged in

plastering and brick-laying in Buckley,

was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 11th of Feb-

ruary, 1827. Ilis parents, Isaac and Mary (Flow-

ers) Marsh, were natives of New Jersey and New
York respectively. Their family numbered thir-

teen children, but only two are now living, John

F. and Lorenzo L. The parents removed to Cin-

cinnati at an early day, and the father there fol-

lowed his trade of plastering and brick-laying

until sixty-nine years of age, when he retired from

business. He reached the very advanced age of

ninety years and his wife died at the age of seven-

ty-eight years. Their son Isaac lived to be about

eighty-tliree years of iige and had accumulated

about 860,000 worth of property.

In the cit}' of his birtii Lorenzo Marsh spent his

early life and with his brother Isaac learned the

trade which he to-day follows. After attaining to

years of maturit}' he was married on the 9th of

August, 1858, to Miss Mary Shoemaker, daughter

of Levi and Katie (Rine) Shoemaker, the former

a native of the Buckeye State and tiie latter of

Maryland. Five cliildreu were born of their

union: Mary Louisa, who became the wife of

William Kerns and resides in Buckle^', 111.; Mar-

garet, wife of James Melvin Carter, a resident of

Forest, Livingston County, 111.; William Scott, wlio

married Miss Clara Belle Ireland, daughter of

Thomas Ireland, of Buckley, who resides two miles

north of the village with liis wife and three chil-

dren, Vernon, Jessie and Lawrence; Francis Leroy

died on the 2d of October, 1888; and Ernest Jesse

completes tlie family.

In 1865, Mr. Marsh removed with Ins family

from Warren County, Ohio, to Iroquois County,

III., and settled on a farm two miles north of

Bucklev, where he resided for about six years.

This farm contains about one hundred acres of

land and is still in his possession. He carried on

agricultural pursuits until 1871, when he left tlie

farm and came to Buckley, where he has since fol-

lowed his trade of plastering and brick-laying. He
owns a comfortable home and has acquired a good

competence. Altliough sixty-five 3'ears of age he

is well preserved.

Mr. Marsh is a valued and prominent citizen of

this community, who takes an active interest in all

that pertains to the upbuilding of town and

county. He is at present serving as a member of

the Village Board of Trustees. He has also served

as Marshal and Constable, whicli last office he

filled for five jears with ciedit to himself and sat-

isfaction to his constituents. He is ali' e true to

every public and private trust, and whether in dis-

ciiarging some official duty or in carrying out a

private promise, his honorable, upright spirit is

ever recognized. He was one of tlie first members

of the Odd Fellows' lodge of Buckley, and in pol-

itics is a Republican, warmly advocating the prin-

ciples of that part3\ Mrs. Marsh and lier two

daughters are active workers in the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

^^*^ ATRICK REYNOLDS, one of tlie pioneer

farmers of Ashkum Township, makes his

('' home on section 19. His birth occurred on

[\ the 15th of November, 1832, in County

Meath, Ireland. He is a son of Lawrence and

Catherine (Cunningham) Reynolds, both natives

of the same country. The father was a farmer,

and reared his family and spent his entire life in

his native land. Both parents died in that coun-

try.

The subject of this sketch grew to man hood in

his native land, no event of importance occurring

during his bo3'hood. He had but limited school

advantages, but he has largely supplemented his

early training by well-directed study and exten-

sive reading. In 1852, bidding adieu to the scenes
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and friends of his youtii, he went to Liverpool,

where he took passage in a sailing-vessel, the

"Southampton." of the Black Star Company, with

Capt. Snow, which was bound for New York Cit}'.

During the voyage, which occupied six weeks, much

severe weather w.is experienced. One night some

of the masts were broken and the sails torn to

pieces and carried away by the storm. They an-

chored in New York Harbor on the 27th of

August, 18.J2, and from there Mr. Reynolds went

to Now Jersey, where he secured employment on

a farm, and remained at farm labor for about

two ycai-s and a half. In 18.5.5, believing that the

West afforded better opportunities, he emigrated

to Chicago, and after staying there a short time,

went to Iroquois County, For the succeeding

nine }"ears. he was emploj'ed by different farmers.

In the meantime, and soon after locating in this

countv, Mr. Reynolds pre-empted one hundred

and sixty acres of land, and on this located in

1K.58. His property he improved, cultivated and

fenced until he had a valuable tract. He has since

sold a part of his original farm, but has purchased

other land in its place. He now owns four hun-

dred and thirty acres in one body, of good and de-

sirable land. He has a comfortable residence,

barns and outbuildings, a thrifty orchard and

other accessories of a model farm, Mr. Reynolds

is pre-eminently a self-made man, having started

in the JCew World without a dollar, and has by

his well-directed enterprise, industry and persever-

ance succeeded beyond his anticipations, liut has

trul}' merited his prosperity.

On Christmas D.-iy of 18.58, Mr. Reynolds was

united in wedlock in this township, to Miss .Jo-

hanna O'Neill, who was born in Countv Limerick,

Ireland, and is a daughter of Lawrence O'Neill.

When a child of twelve years, she came to the

I'nited States, and was reared to womanhood in

Iro(iuois County, There are six living children by

this union, five sons and one daughter: Thomas is

married and makes his home in Chicago, but will

return to Iroquois County for his future home;

Lawrence assists his father in the work of the

home farm; Henry, Katie, f^dward and Peter are

at home. Four children died in early (Childhood

and two in infancy.

Since casting his first ballot for James Buchanan,

Mr. Reynolds has been a supporter of the Demo-
cratic party, and has voted for every nominee for

President. He has never asked for or accepted

official positions, but has devoted his time and at-

tention exclusively to his large business interests.

He is known throughout this region as one of the

honored and respected pioneers, and his man\-

friends will be pleased to read this brief sketch of

his life.

RA F. PALMER, a prominent practitioner of

Onarga, whose wide acquaintance and sterling

worth have made him a valued citizen, well

deserves to be represented in this work. He was

born in .St. Lawrence Countv, N.Y'., Ma3- 23, 1845.

His paternal grandfather, Closes Palmer, was a

native of Connecticut, but his parents, Gordon and

Betsey (Kel ley) Palmer, were both born in the Em-
pire Slate.

The Doctor is the eldest of eight children, two
brothers and five sisters. The father of this family

came to Illinois in 1852, locating first in Newark,

Kendall County, but afterward removed to Hollen-

b.acks Grove, wliere he purcliased a farm of two

hundred acres, which he continued to improve for

thirteen years. He afterward moved to the town of

Bristol, Kendall County, where the familj- now re-

side. Dr. Palmer's early education, acquired in the

common schools, was supplemented by a course in

Fowler Institute, of Newark, Kendall County. In

January, 18G4, he enlisted, and was transferred

soon after to the medical service of the I'nited

States arm^-, which he served during the cam-

l)aign of that year, after which he was a member
of Company C, One Hundred and Forty-seventh

IIIii:ois Infantry, and at the close of the war was

in the United States mail service with headquarters

at Macon, Ga. He was mustered out of service in

February, 1866, and soon after became a student

of the Chicago University. Subsequently he took a

course in Bennett Medical College, and afterward

went to Cincinnati, where he attended the Eclectic

Medical College, from which he was graduated in
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the spring of 1872. He first located in Milwaukee,

but in August following came to Onavga.

On the 17lh of November, 1872, Dr. Palmer was

united in marriage witli Miss Emma A. Wood,

daughter of Charles R. and Mary A. (Gilbert)

Wood. Tliey have two children, Paul J., born

December 27, 1874, and Clifford Gordon, born

March 7, 1880. The Doctor and his wife are

highl}- esteemed citizens of the communit3-. Mrs.

Palmer is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Churcli and an active worker in the Sunday-school.

She is interested in temperance and literary work,

being a graduate of the Class of '88, C. L. S. C,

having received lier diploma at Chautauqua from

the hands of Dr. Vincent. She is also a charter

member and President of the Woman's Relief

Corps. . Their home has alwa3's been the abode of

hosi)italit3', ricli and poor alike receiving a liearty

welcome. They have just completed a beautiful

and commodious residence, which abounds in all

the modein conveniences. Dr. Palmer is a stanch

Republican, casting his first vote for President for

Gen. Grant in 1868. He was elected to the oflice

of Supervisor in 1877, and continued to hold that

office for five years. He was Chairman of the

Board in 1879, was re-elected in 1888, and still

continues in office. He is a charter member of

Post 416, and ever since has held the office of

Surgeon. He owns several fine farms and also

raises and sells considerable stock.

Dr. Palmer is one of the Palmer Family Reunion

at Stonington, Conn., of which there are over five

thousand members.

'\f| OHN H. BRAYTON, a retired farmer resid-

I

ing in Watseka, is one of the honored old

^~^\
I

settlers of the county, who well deserves

^<^fJ representation in this liistory for the promi-

nent part he has talcen in the development and up-

building of the community in which he resides.

He is a native of the Green Mountain State, born

February 17, 1834. His father, Joseph Brayton,

was born and reared in Quebec, Canada, and, after

atlniniug to years of maturity, married Clarissa

Hubbard, a native of the same country. The}- re-

moved to Vermont, but afterward returned to

Canada. Mr. Brayton was a wheelwright and car-

penter by trade, and followed the dual occupation

for some years. In about 1843, he removed with

his family- to New York, locating in Franklin

County, wliere he built a sawmill and eng.aged in

the manufacture of lumber. He also carried on a

gristmill, and there resided until called to his final

rest. He died in 1854, when in the prime of life.

His wife survived him for about twenty years, and

came to Illinois, whence she afterward went to

Iowa, spending her last days in Waterloo, that

State.

The Brayton family numbered beside our subject

the following children: Lucj' was married and reared

a famil\-,and died at the age of sixty 3-ears; Heniy,

a mechanic, made his home in Pennsylvania; Rev.

William, a minister of the Second Adventist

Church, resided in Illinois for a number of 3'cars,

and now makes his home in Flo3'd County, Iowa;

Comfort is married and resides with his famil3' in

Ashkuin, where he follows tlie trade of a carpen-

ter; Rhoda is the wife of Stephen Washburn, a

resident of the Empire State; Joseph laid down his

life on the altar of his countiy, while serving in

the late war; Ezekiel is a carpenter by trade, but

is now engaged in business as a barber of Aslikum;

Mrs. Maria Royce is living in California; Amos, a

painter by trade, makes his home in Aslikum; Marv

died in Waterloo, Iowa; Peggy is living in Pierre,

S. Dak.; Alonzo, who was married, reared a family

and resided in Iowa, was killed by lightning in

1891.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood in Franklin County, N. Y., and acquired his

education in the common schools. When a young

man, he came to the West with the hope of better-

ing his financial condition, and located in La Salle

County, III., where he remained one year. In 1856,

he came to Iroquois County, purchasing land in

Ashkuin Township in the autumn of that year. It

was a wild, unimproved tract, which he bought of

the Illinois Central Railroad Compan3', but he lo-

cated thereon and made that his home until his re-

moval to Watseka. Industry and enterprise are

numbered among his chief charateristics, so that
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his land wa;? soon broken and fenced, and the raw

prairie was transformed into ricli and fertile fields.

He had purchased the one hundred and sixty

acres iu connection with his brother, but after a

few j-ears he bought the other's interest, and has

since again e.xtended the boundaries of his farm

by the purchase of an additional tract of one hun-

dred and sixty acres adjoining. He now owns a

half-section of valuable and highly im])roved land

which yields to him a golden tribute.

On the 2d of December, 1860, in this county,

Mr. Brayton wedded Miss Mary Waters, a native

of England, who spent the first sixteen years of

her life in Liverpool, and then came to this coun-

try with her father, John AVaters, who located in

Ashkum Township. Nine children have been

born to Mr. and ^Irs. Brayton, and the two oldest

sons, Joseph and Daniel, now operate the home
farm . for their father; William is married and is

engaged in farming; Clarissa is the wife of Will-

iam Wilson, an agriculturist of this county; Mag-

gie, Hubbard, Harve^^ Alice and Ezekiel are still

at home. Mr. Brayton purchased a residence prop-

erty in Watseka, and with his wife and five ciiil-

dren removed to the city in February, 18;U, The

following year he was called upon to mourn the

loss of his wife, who died on the 28th of August,

and was buried in Fletcher Cemetery, in Iroquois

County. She was a member of the Adventist

Church, and a true Christian woman, whose lov-

able character won her the high regard of all. Her

death was deeply mourned throughout the com-

munity, her loss being regretted by many friends

as well as by her immediate family.

Mr. Brayton has led a busy and useful life. He
began earning his own livelihood when a young

man, and has since been dependent upon his own
resources. Whatever success he has achieved is

due to his own efforts. By his enterprise, business

ability and good management, and the helpful as-

sistance of his wife, he has .acquired a iiandsome

property, and his straightforward dealings have

secured him the confidence of all. In politics, he

was a Republican for a number of years, but is

now identified with the Democratic party. The
' cause of education has ever found in him a warm

friend, and while serving as a member of the

School Board for twenty years, he has done

effective service in its interests by securing

competent teachers, and thereby insuring good

schools. Mr. Bra3'ton has been a resident of this

county for thirt^-'Six long years, and is known

throughout its borders. He lias witnessed much

of its growth, and aided in its i^ijbuilding. He is

a man of unblemished character and sterling

worth, who well merits the high respect in which

he is held. For about two years he has now re-

sided in Watseka, living a retired life in the en-

joyment of that rest which he has so well earned

and richly deserves. In December, 1891, he received

a paralytic stroke, almost disabling his left side.

AMILTON A. DEAN, who for almost a

quarter of a century has resiiled in this

county, now makes his home on section 14,

Prairie Green Township. He is a native

of Franklin County, Vt., born August 19,1822,

and is the youngest in a family of four children,

three sons and a daughter. He has only one

brother now living, Joseph D., a stone and brick

mason, who resides in Muscatine, Iowa. The ])ar-

ents were Asa and Marie (Hazelton) Dean. The

father was born in the Green Mountain State in

1794, and foi- some time engaged in harness-mak-

ing in Burlington, Yt. He possessed special apti-

tude for mathematics and was known far and wide

for his proficiency in that science. For many
years he was a faithful member of the Congrega-

tional Church. His wife, who was also a native of

Vermont and a member of the Congregational

Church, died when our subject was six years of

age. After the death of his first wife he married

Mary Shattuck, by whom he had five children, two

sons and three daughters. He died at the lipe old

age of ninety-one.

Hamilton Dean spent his boyhood days in the

State of his nativity, where he was reared as a

farmer lad. His early education, ,ac(iuired in the

common schools, was supplemented by a course in

the academy of Bakersfield, Vt. For a time he
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engaged in teacliing, and after liis emigration to

Illinois was thus emplo3-ed in Spring Creek, his

salarjr being $18 per month. He was a successful

instructor, becoming a teacher of recognized abil-

ity. After attaining his majority he worked for

his father for one year, receiving 8100 in compen-

sation for his services. About 1845, he came to

Illinois to visit his brother and sister in Spring

Creek, and while here aided in the erection of the

old Court House, which was burned down. He
also purchased forty acres of raw prairie land at

$1.25 per acre, and ten acres of timber-land for

$10 per acre. This was located in Crete, Will

County. He afterward sold that farm and at

length purchased four hundred and forty acres of

unimproved land in Iroquois County. There was

no house upon it and not an acre had been placed

under the plow. He transformed the barren

prairie into rich and fertile fields which yielded to

him abundant harvests. He bore all the experi-

ences and hardships of pioneer life, and has wit-

nessed the entire development of the count}'. At

the time of his arrival here, Hoopeston, Wellington

and Cissna Park were not yet established, and Mil-

ford and Watseka were the trading-posts.

Mr. Dean has been twice married. Miss Harriet

Strong, a native of Vermont, became his wife Oc-

tober 12, 1849, and unto them were born two chil-

dren: Ellen, wife of Herman Adams, a farmer

and fruit-grower, of Traverse City, Mich.; and

Mary, who is employed as a teacher in the city

schools of Chicago. The mother of this family

died March 12, 1854, and Mr. Dean was again

married, on the 5th of December of that year, his

second union being with Mrs. Mary Jane (Brown)

Scofield. On the 10th of May, 1842, she had be-

come the wife of Williston Scofield, a native of

the Empire State, and unto them were born two

sons, but both are now deceased. Mr. Scofield was

called to his final rest February 10, 1853. Mr.

and Mrs. Dean have one daughter, Jennie, who

was educated in Hoopeston and is now the wife of

James M. Homan, a resident farmer of Prairie

Green Township.

Mrs. Dean was born in Chenango Count}', N. Y.,

and her girlhood days were spent in Tompkins

County, that State. Her father was a native of

Rhode Island and died at the age of seventy-eight

3'ears. Her mother was born in New York and

died at the age of seventj'-seven. Both parents

were strict adherents of the Congregational Church,

in which her father served as Deacon for many
years. In the famil}' were six children, two sons

and four daughters, of whom three are now living:

Mrs. Dean is the eldest; Richard is a wealthy re-

tired farmer, residing in Aurora, 111.; Adeline E.

is the widow of William Hughes.

In politics, Mr. Dean was an old-line AVIiig

and cast his first vote for"Rough and Read}'" Gen.

Taylor. On the organization of the Republican

party he espoused its principles, and has since been

one of its warm advocates. He has held the office

of Road Commissioner, Supervisor, School Direc-

tor, and has proved himself a useful and valued

citizen. Himself and wife are faithful and con-

sistent members of the Presbyterian Church of

Wellington, and aided in the erection of the house

of worship in Crete. They give liberally to char-

itable and benevolent interests, and their lives are

well worthy of emulation. Mr. Dean now owns

two hundred and eighty acres of fine land in

Prairie Green Township, besides propertj' in

Hoopeston. He well deserves representation in

this volume, and it is with pleasure that we present

to our readers this record of his life.

^^1 HRISTIAN TASCHER, a well-known agri-

[l _ culturist who owns and operates a farm on

^^<^ section 3, Danforth Township, is one of the

many good citizens whom Germany has furnished

to America. He was born in Baden on the 19th

of November, 1835, and is the son of Andrew and

Catherina (Ganchet) Tascher. Both parents were

natives of Baden, where they spent their entire

lives.

The subject of this sketch grew to the age of

seventeen in his native land, attending the public

schools up to the age of fourteen years. He tiien

began learning the blacksmith's trade and worked

at that while in Germany. In 1854, he emigrated

to the United States, taking passage in a sailing-
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vessel called the "Isabella," which left Havre.

They were fifty-four days in making the voyage,and

arrived in New Orleans in April. From there he

proceeded up the Mississippi to St. Louis, and

from there went to Peoria, where he joined an

older brother. He first obtained work in a brew-

ery, but soon resumed his trade of blacksinithing,

at which he worked for over a j-ear. lie decided

to follow agricultural pursuits, and at that time

hired out as a farm laborer for about two years.

In 1862, he came to Iroquois County, in company

with a Mr. Jlerkle, and rented land, which he

farmed for a year. He had purchased a team in

Peoria, and to that city he returned, where he

carried on teaming for the next two years. He
again came to Iroquois County and bought forty-

acres of land on section 3, where he now resides.

This he has much improved and h.as erected a sub-

stantial residence, good barns and other buildings

upon it. To his original purchase, which was

made about the year 1868, he has added an adjoin-

ing forty acres, making eighty acres in one body.

As his resources increased, he again purchased

more real estate, buying an eighty-acre tract on

section 31. .^slikum Township, one and a-half miles

from his home farm. This is also fertile and well-

improved land and has upon it good and substan-

tial buildings. Commencing in the New World

without any means, Mr. Tascher has by his own
labor, enterprise and industry accumulated a val-

uable property and is to-day one of the most

thrifty and prosperous farmers of this township.

He has seen this county developed from a wilder-

ness and a swamp to its present high state of cul-

tivation and prosperity.

An important event in the life of Mr. Tascher

occurred in Peoria, when his destiny was united

with that of Miss ]Mar\- Hammerly, on the 18th of

February, 1867. Mrs. Tascher was born in Wur-

temberg, Germany, and was a daughter of Mat-

thew Hammerly, who died in the Fatherland. She

came to the United States with her mother when

she was a child of eleven years, in company with

her eight brothers and sisters. By the marriage of

our subject and his wife eleven children have

•been born: Mary is the wife of Charles Bolz, of

Chicago; Fred is a faiiner residing near iiome;

Louisa is the wife of .Jacob Gasser and lives in

Chicago; George, Lena, Anna, Grace, JIatilda,

Caroline, Carl and Frances.

Politically, Mr. Tascher affiliates with the Dem-

ocratic part3'. He is a friend to the cause of edu-

cation and has served as a member of the School

Board for three years. He is widelj- and favora-

bly known for his man}' qualities of worth, and

during his long residence in this county has won

the respect of all with whom he has come in con-

tact.

UGUST MUEHLENPFORDT, a prominent

physician, surgeon and druggist of Ash-

* kum, has been for nearl}- a quarter of a.

century a resident of this village. He
was born in Brunswick, Germany, on the 16tli of

September, 1839. He received a thorough literary-

education in Greek, Hebrew, French, German and

English. After completing his literary and scien-

tific course, he decided to pursue the profession of

medicine, and accordingly studied for that profes-

sion. For seven years he devoted himself to ob-

taining a thorougli knowledge of the healing art,

and took in addition a number of courses of sup-

plementary lectures. Completing his most thor-

ough course of stud}-, he received his diploma

in 1865. For about one year he engaged in prac-

tice in his native land, and at the expiration of

that time decided that the New World afforded

better opportunities to one of his profession, and

therefore he emigrated to New York, and from

there came to Illinois. As he had some friends

and acquaintances in Peotone, he joined them,

and there started in practice. In 1868, Dr. Mueh-

lenpfordt came to Ashkura, where he was the fii-st

doctor of the place. He soon built up an exten-

sive practice, and as he was the only physician in

this section he was often obliged to drive many
miles to his patients. He has often driven

seventy-five miles in one diiy. His i)atients were

scattered far and wide for miles in different direc-

tions. Soon after locating in Ashkum, our subject

engaged in the drug business, and both this and

his practice has been most successful. He was one
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of the most popular and most widelj^-knowii doc-

tors in the county. Having commenced at the bot-

tom round of the ladder, both financiall}' and pro-

fessionally, he has now attained both fame and for-

tune. He has accumulated a nice property, a fine

business and a good home.

On the 18tli of November, 1868, Dr. Muehlenp-

fordt was married to Miss Henrietta Kruse, who
was born in Germany, and came to this country

when a child of eleven years. Her father died in

the Fatherland when she was but four years of age,

and she emigrated to the United States with her

mother and stepfather. To the Doctor and his

wife five children have been born: August, who is

a clerk in Ashkum; Emma, Adele, P'rieda, and

Carl, who are still at home.

The Doctor and Mrs. Muehlenpfordt are consist-

ent members of the Congregational Church, of

Ashkum. He is a stanch supporter of the Democ-

racy, and easts his ballot in favor of the nominees

of that party. He has held several local official

positions of trust and honor, discharging the

duties of the offices to the satisfaction of his con-

stituents. He is a ver3' intelligent and well-read

man, and in addition to his extensive knowledge

of the languages he keeps well posted on all the

scientific, political and moral subjects before the

people. He has a wide circle of friends and ac-

quaintances whom he delights to entertain in his

pleasant and hospitable home.

\F_^ KNRY IIERR, a representative farmer of

lf)j) Danforth Township, lives on section 1.3.

/4V^' His birth occurred on the 27th of January,

^^ 1853, in Woodford County, 111. The

fatlier, John Herr, was a native of Pennsylvania,

where he grew to manhood and married Mary

Kindig, also of Pennsylvanian birth. After his

marriage he removed AVest to Illinois, and settled

in AVoodford County when it was a wilderness.

There he cleared a farm and reared his familj'. He
afterward removed to Iroquois Count}', residing

with some of his children during the latter j^ears

of his life. He passed away at the residence of his

two sons, who were in partnership, in February,

1891, at the age of sixty-eight years. He was

twice married, his first wife having died while he

was in the army, and when our subject was a lad

of nine years. He was a patriot and soldier, and

served four }'ears for the Union cause. Henry
Herr is the fourth in order of birth in a famil}' of

five sons and three daughters, all living but one

daughter, who died in August, 1892, and who was

an invalid for fifteen years. He has two brothers

who are farmers of Danforth Township, Joseph

and Christian.

The subject of tliis sketch grew to manhood on

his father's farm, and in early life had limited

school advantages, but after arriving at mature

3'cars, he received a good business education. He
early started to make his own way in the world,

and, when a lad of fifteen, came to Iroquois

County, and worked at farm labor for a number of

years. In 1880 he bought a farm of eighty acres,

which was but slightly improved. On this he has

built fences, and has thoroughly tiled and well

cultivated the property. He is now completing a

good and substantial residence, and has good

barns and farm buildings. On his place may be

found the latest improved machinery, a windmill,

and all appliances for carrying on a model farm

and dairy. His propert}' is located about three

miles from D.-iuforth and four miles from Oilman,

and is considered a valuable and desirable farm.

On every hand are seen the care and cultivation

of the owner, ornamental trees and shrubs lending

their beauty to the scene. He has a large orchard,

which produces a variety of fruit.

On the 25th of January, 1882, Mr. Herr led to

the marriage altar Miss Emma Oster, a native of

Tazewell County, this State. AVhen a child of

eight years she came with her parents to Iroquois

County, and was here reared to womanhood. Her

father, Louis Oster, is one of the substantial

farmers of this county; he is of French descent,

and one of tiic oldest settlers of Danforth Town-

ship.

For nearly a quarter of a century' Mr. Herr has

been identified with the interests of this section,

and has always been considered a man of integrity
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well-deserving of confidence. He is a self-made

man, having commenced life without a dollar, and

has accumulated a large and valuable property by

his own labor and well-directed efforts, and by the

help and energy of his wife. His pleasant home is

the abode of hospitality, and the many friends he

has made during his long residence in the county

delight to congregate there. His estimable wife

makes a charming hostess, and, like iier husband,

has a large circle of friends and acquaintances.

Mr. Herr is a man of wide reading and informa-

tion, and is posted on all the leading questions of

the day. He has shown himself a man of marked

business enterprise and ability, and his wise invest-

ments have been rewarded with success. No
worth.y person was ever turned from his door who

asked for a iiisjht's lodijing.

TVl ATTIIIAS FREY was one of tlie many
Jood citizens whom German}- has fur-

lli nished Iroquois County. He was born in

^ Meszkircii, Baden, on the 29th of October,

1842. He grew up as a farmer boy, and received

his education in his native land. In 1866, he came

with his parents to the United States and located

at Lacon, Marshall County, 111. He was the sec-

ond of thirteen children, and as lie was the eldest

son it fell to his lot to work hard from childhood.

His father was a poor man when he came to this

country, but, with the help of his son, acquired

considerable land. Among the tracts he owned

was an eigiity-acre piece of property near Gilman.

To this his son Matthias came in 1871 for the pur-

pose of improving it and converting it into a

farm. Having purchased his father's interest in

the land, he put it under a good state of cultiva-

tion, erected comfortable buildings, and in course

of time added to it one hundred and sixty acres.

He was a strong advocate of tiling, and had

worked very hard to get his farm thoroughly

drained. It seemed that he was just prepared to

enjoy the fruits of his many years of toil when he

was called to his final rest.

In Gilman Mr. Frev had married on the 7th of

October, 1871, Caroline, daughter of David and

Christina (Belgerl) Melis. Mr. Melis emigrated

with his family from Germany about the year

1855, and died in New York soon after his arrival.

His widow married John Ossman, and subsequently-

removed to Marshall County, 111., but in 1871

came to Iroquois Count}-. Mr. and Mrs. Ossman

now live in Onarga. Mrs. Frey was born in Prus-

sia, Germany, and is one of two children. Her

brother, Oscar, is a farmer of Onarga Township.

I'nto Mr. and Jlrs. Frey were born seven children:

Lottie R., Hattic M., Mary A., William H.. Oscar

M., Henry .J. and Carl F.

Politically, Mr. Frey was a member of tiie Demo-

cratic party, and in religious faith was a Catholic.

He died April 5, 1890, a man well respected in this

communit}-. At the death of her husband, Mrs.

Frey was left with her large family and with

$5,000 of indebtedness on the farm, for, as before

stated, Mr. Fre}^ put everything he could make

into tiling the land. With rare business ability

and the faithful assistance of her children, she is

meeting every obligation. She is a member of

the Evangelical Church, and is a lady who rich!}'

merits the esteem in which she is held.

e-^+^i

iJI OIIN GRAY was numbered among the hon-

ored pioneers of Iroquois County, and with

^^^ , the history of this community he was prom-

Ij^l/ inently identified in an early day. His life

record is as follows: He was born in Warren

County. Ohio, near Waynesville, October 10, 1816.

His father, William Gray, was a native of Virginia.

His mother, who bore the maiden name of Mar}-

Cleaver, was born in Pennsylvania. Their mar-

riage was celebrated in Ohio and they became the

parents of a large family of children. In 1835,

they emigrated to Iroquois County, III., locating

in Milford Township, in the northern ))art of the

present site of Milford village.

Our subject spent the days of his boylK^od and

youth under the parental roof and at the age

of twenty years came with his parents to this

county. He resided with them upon the home
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farm and aided his father in its cultivation until

1838, when he was united in maniage with Miss

Rebecca Stanley, who was born November 11,

1817, and is a daughter of Anthony and Hannah
Stanley, who came to this county in 1830 and are

numbered among its earliest settlers. Her father

was born in Nortli Carolina and her mother was a

native of the Keystone State. He entered a tract

of one hundred and sixty acres of land from the

Cxovernment, on which the present town of Milford

stands.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Grav was born a family of

thirteen children, five of whom are yet living:

Ann, born April 11,1839; Louisa, Novembers,

1840; Mary H., December 30, 1841; Elizabeth and

Sarah (twins), October 10, 1843; Martha G., Oc-

tober 14, 1845; Rebecca Jane, April 16, 1847;

Florence, April 30, 1849; William, September 12,

1851; John Chalmer, September 19, 1855; AValter

M., February 14, 1856; Alice, July 20, 1861; and

Olive April 3, 1865. Mary became the wife of

George Roberts on the 30th of March, 1868. They

liad four children, two of whom are now living,

and her death occurred August 26, 1891. Eliza-

beth was married, March 3, 1865, to James R. Cald-

well. Unto them were born five children, three

of whom aie yet living, and their home is now in

Hoopeston. Martha D. became the wife of Stephen

Jones, September 16, 1872, and by their union

have been born four sons, three 3'et living. Tiiey

reside on a farm four miles east of Milford. Will-

iam A. was married, January 14, 1873, to Clara

Jolly, by whom he has had four children, two yet

living. Their home is in Los Angeles, Cal. Walter

H. was married, October 18, 1882, to Alderet North-

rup, and died September 5, 1885. Alice became

the wife of Willard Axtell, April 14, 1885, and

with their two children, a son and daughter, they

reside in Lincoln, Neb.

As before stated, Mr. and Mrs. Gray were num-

bered among the earliest settlers of Iroquois

Count}'. When they located here the Indians

were far more numerous than the white settlers,

the country was almost an undeveloped wilderness

and the work of progress and civilization seemed

scarcely begun. Mr. Gray aided largely in the

upbuilding and advancement of the community

and was ever one of its honored and prominent

pioneers. In politics, he was a supporter of Re-

publican principles. He passed awa}' in 1876

and the entire community mourned the loss of

this valued citizen. His wife is now the oldest

settler in the township. She is a most estimable

lady and by her excellencies of character has won
many friends.

^ll'LBERT W. NEWLIN, the popular pro-

^O prietor of the Park House, of Cissna Park,

and one of the representative citizens of

that place, comes of a family of Irish ori-

gin, but for eight generations his ancestors have

resided in this country. It was in 1682 that they

braved the dangers of an ocean voyage and set-

tled near Philadelphia, not far from where William

Penn had located.

The grandfather of our subject, Joshua Newlin,

removed from North Carolina to Indiana in 1828,

locating in Park County, whicli was then a wild

and almost unsettled region. He built a rude

shantj' underneath a tree and made it his home
until he could erect a log cabin. He there cleared

the land of timber and developed a farm, upon

which he and his wife spent their remaining da3's.

The family were adherents of the faith of the So-

cietv of Friends. The father of our subject, Cal-

vin Newlin, was born in North Carolina, and was

about twelve years of age when his parents re-

moved to Indiana. He there engaged in farming

and also learned the trade of a tanner, at which he

worked for some years. In 1864, he came to Iro-

quois County, locating in Artesia Township, where

he secured a tract of raw prairie land, comprising

one hundred and sixty acres. Upon it was a little

home and a rude shed for the stock. He there

improved a good farm, upon which he resided for

some time, but before his death he sold and re-

moved to Gilman, and later lived on a farm in Ash

Grove Township. Subsequently he purchased a

part of the old homestead, where himself and wife

spent their last days. His death occurred at the
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:iL,'e of sixty-five years. Mrs. Xewlin, who bore

the maiden name of Rebecca Hadley, was a native

of North Carolina, but her people were pioneer

settlers of Indiana and her marriage was celebrated

in Parke County.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Xewlin were born the fol-

lowing children: Emily, wife of Levi Carter, of

Howard County, Ind.; Samuel II., who during the

late war was a member of the Twenty -first Indiana

Regiment, died in this county; Mrs. Virena Rog-

ers resides in Kansas; Achsah, widow of .1. T.

Whitted, resides in Gilman; Allen is a resident

farmer of Artesia Township; Alfred, twin brother

of our subject, resides in Howard County, Ind.;

Ell is living in Cissna Park; Phoebe is the wife of

.7. W. Michaels, of Crawford County, Kan.; Ira is

deceased; and Orlando is living in Kokomo, Ind.,

em|ilove(l in a plate-glass factory. The father of

this family was a stanch Republican in politics and

was strongly opposed to the institution of slavery.

Himself and wife were both prominent members

of the Friends' Church and were highly respected

people.

Albert W. Xewlin, our subject, was born in Park

County, Ind., May 27, 1849, and was a lad of four-

teen years when his parents came to this county.

He was early inured to the hard labors of the farm,

for as soon as old enough to handle the plow be

began work in the fields. Under the parental roof

he remained until twenty-two years of age. when
his marriage with Miss Mary Xeeld was celebrated.

Tlie lady was a daughter of G. II. Xeeld, for whom
the Grand Array Post of Cissna Park was named.

Their union was celebrated April 6, 1871. The
wife died of consumption March 19, 1876, leaving

one son, Ilarley, an intelligent and well-educated

young man. who was born September 1, 1873, and

resides with our subject. On the 9tli of March,

1882, Mr. Xewlin was again married. Miss Ella

Bctts, of Shelby County, 111., becoming his wife.

They have one daughter, ^l3rtle Edna, born De-

cember 18, 1883.

Mr. Xewlin is a member of the Knights of

Pythias Lodge, and in his political affiliations has

been a stalwart Republican, having cast his first

Presidential vote for Gen. Grant. He successfully

carried on farming for a number of 3ears after

coming to this county, but in 1888 abandoned the

occupation to which he was reared and rqmoved to

Cissna Park. For two years he engaged in boring

wells, and since 1890 has been the owner and pro-

prietor of the Park House. It is a good hotel, well

fitted up and tastefully furnished, and the land-

lord is a genial, pleasant man who makes friends

of all his guests. The hotel is supplied with all

modern conveniences, and the courteous treat-

ment of Mr. Xewlin to his patrons has won him

favor with the traveling public and secured him

an excellent patronage. He also owns and runs

the Central Livery Barn. He is regarded as one

of the leading citizens of this eommunitv.

^YI
AMES E. GREEX, a retired farmer residing

in Ashkum, dates his residence in this

county from 1866. He was born in Ox-

fordshire, J^ugland, on the 21st of Decem-

ber, 1835, and is a son of Thomas and Sarah (Elk-

ington) Green, who were both born in the same

shire. The father spent his entire life in England,

and died there in 1869. His wife is still living.at

the advanced age of eighty-two years.

The subject of this sketch is the only son of their

familj- of four children who grew to mature years.

His boyhood daj^s were passed upon a farm, and

he received school advantages only until ten years

of age. His education has been almost wholly

achieved since he arrived at man's estate. He left

his home at the age of seventeen and went to the

large manufacturing citj' of Birmingham, where

he continued to live for about three and a-half

years. Up to the time when he left the parental

roof he had contributed of his earnings to the sup-

port of his father's family. Believing that the

Western world afforded greater advantages for

the advant-ement of a voung man of enterjnise, he

accordingly, in the spring of 1856, bade adieu to

his native country and took passage at Liverpool

in an American vessel, the "William Tapscott."

The voyage wa.s of six weeks and three days' dura-

tion, the ship coming to anchor in Xew York Bay

.Tune 20th of that year. Our subject still con-
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tinued Westward, going up the Hudson River to

Albany, and thence by raihoad and boat to Toledo.

From there he went to Chicago and then to Wood-
ford Count}', 111., where he joined a brother-in-law.

For the first season he worked at day labor on a

farm, and continued in that way for several years.

In 1863, he bought a team and rented land near

Panola, Woodford County, which he farmed for

two years. After that he purchased a small farm,

which he carried on for about four years, when he

sold out and removed to Iroquois County, pur-

chasing laud in Ashkum Township. This tract

originally consisted of eighty acres of entirely

uncultivated prairie land, and on this he settled

and proceeded to develop his farm. At the end

of twelve years he purchased a piece of land adjoin-

ing it, which consisted of forty acres, thus making

in all a tract of one hundred and twenty acres,

which is now well improved and yields abundant

harvests. On this he erected good buildings and

continued to live until the spring of 1891, when

he rented the farm and removed to the village of

Ashkum. In that place he purchased residence

property and has now retired from the active la-

bors of farm life, enjoying the rest he has earned

by his years of toil.

In Warwickshire, England, Mr. Green was

iinited in marriage to Miss Ann Maria Graves, a

daughter of Samuel Graves. The wedding cere-

mony was performed in April, 1856. Both Mrs.

Green and her father were natives of England.

By her marriage, Mrs. Green became the mother

of eight children: Loretta E. is the wife of L. H.

Hull, of this county; William E. is a farmer of

Iroquois County; Albert Henry is a resident of

Ashkum; Thomas E. is a farmer of Holt County,

Mo.; Walter W. is still at home; Arthur E. carries

on farming; Lucj' Viola and Charles Alvin are

still at home. Mrs. Green was called home in

June, 1884.

In 1886, Mr. Green returned to England and

visited the scenes of his youth, spending about

three months with his friends and relatives. He
had a most enjoyable trip and a pleasant voyage

both going and coming. He commenced life in

this State with no capital, but on the contrary

was about l>35 in debt. He has, through his

own well-directed efforts aud business ability, be-

come one of the influential, prominent and pros-

perous farmers of this region, and has accumulated

a valuable property and a good competence.

Since he lias become a voter, Mr. Green has been a

supporter of the Republican party, his first ballot

having been cast for Hon. James A. Garfield. He
has never asked for or accepted official position,

but has attended strictly to his business affairs.

He is known far and wide as a man of upright

character and sterling worth, and it is a pleasure

to add this brief sketch of an honored citizen and

early settler to tiiis volume.

:, OTTER AUSTIN, a well-known agricultur-

)jj
ist residing on section 2, Lovejoy Town-

ship, has for about half a centiny made

his home in Iroquois County. He is num-

bered among its honored pioneers and valued citi-

zens, for be has been prominently identified with

its upbuilding and advancement. A native of

Seneca County, N. Y., he was born on the 22d of

November, 1829. His father, Silas Austin, was born

in the Empire State, followed farming, and died

many years ago. His wife, who bore the maiden

name of Deborah Lewis, died when Potter was a

mere child. Their family numbered three children,

but the two daughters are now deceased.

The subject of this sketch when only six 3eais

of age was taken to Michigan by Sidney Reynolds,

with whom he made his home until the age of

twenty-one j'ears. He was educated in the com-

mon schools, but the course was very limited and

after attaining his majority he attended school for

three months. He commenced at the bottom

round of the ladder of life and worked his way

upward, and by honest toil and determined effort

he has achieved success. In early life, he was em-

pl03'ed as a farm hand at $12 per mouth. In the

fall of 1849, he went to the lead mines of Wiscon-

sin, where he sought aud obtained employment,

there remaining until the autumn of 1850, when

he went to the pineries in the northwestern part of

the State. In that locality, he spent the winter of
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I80I, after which he returned to Micliigan and

then went to New York to visit his friends, re-

mining away for eighteen months. It was in March,

1853,lliat Mr. Austin came to Illinois and cast Ins

hit with the early settlers of Iroquois County.

He purchased a small and unbroken tract of one

hundred and sixty acres at 16.75 per acre, and a

small house thereon constituted the onl^- improve-

ment. He then turned his attention to agricul-

tural inirsuils, which he has since followed.

Mr. Austin wedded Miss Rachel Rothgeb, daugh-

ter of (ieorge and Anna (Hizen) Rothgeb. Their

union wa.« celebrated March 18, 185.^, and unto

them has been born a family of six children, three

sons and three daughters, of whom three are yet

living: George is connected with the gas and

electric supply house at No. 32 Market .Street,

Chicago; Annie is the wife of .J. D. Rothgeb, a

general merchant of Wellington, and Lloyd is yet

at home. Those deceased are: Frank, who died at

the age of twenty-two years; he was a j-oung man

of great business enterprise and ability, and at the

time of his death w.as one of the leading farmers

and stock bu3-ers of the count}-. An honor to his

parents, he is sadh' missed in the family circle, and

many friends also mourn his death. Mar\' died at

the age of six summers, and Martha Lee died at

the age of one ^-ear and eight months. The mother

of this family was born in Columbiana County,

Ohio, December 28, 1833, and was only Ave years

old when she became a resident of Illinois. Her

parents had emigrated from Virginia to Ohio, but

returned to the forn)er State before coming to Illi-

nois. Her education was acquired in the common
schools. She is a kind and genial lady, who is

ever ready to extend a warm welcome to her many
friends, and her home is the abode of liospitalit^-.

She holds membership with the AYoman's Chris-

tian Temperance Union.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Austin is a beauti-

ful country residence situated in the midst of a

fine farm of three hundred acres of valuable land.

Mr. Austin is recognized as one of the leading and

representative farmers of the community. His

first Presidential vote was cast for William Henry

Harrison, but he is now a st."»nch supporter of the

Democracy. He has held the office of Supervisor

for three terms, was Assessor for six years and

Clerk and Treasurer of the Board of Highway

Commissioners for about the same period. He has

been School Trustee, is now School Treasurer of

Lovejoy Township, and has held this office for the

long period of thirty-one consecutive years, from

1861 until 1892. He may well be proud of this

record, for it is doubtful if any in the State have

so long served as School Treasurer. He is alike

true to every public and private trust and has the

entire confidence of his friends and those with

whom he has been brought in contact. He is a

self-made man and his prosperity is the well-de-

served reward of his own labors.

^:^ =^>

<S^^ USEBIUS NILSON, who is engaged in sen-

fe eral farming on section 3, is one of the

/l^^ leading citizens of Milford Township, be-

ing prominentlv connected with several lines of

business. He was born on the 10th of August,

1850, on his father's farm in this township and is

a representative of one of the earl}- families. His

parents, Robert and Susan L. (Wagner) Nilson,

are represented in the sketch of Sidney Nilson.

A glance backward at the boyhood of Eusebius

shows him a farmer lad working in the fields dur-

ing the summer months, while in the winter sea-

sons he conned his lessons in the district schools of

the neighborhood. When he had attained to ma-

ture }-ears he was united in marriage with Miss

Catherine B. Monnett, daughter of John and Mary

(Savior) Monnett, both of whom were natives of

Ohio. The union of the j'oung couple was cele-

brated on the 4th of Maj', 1887, and two children

have come to brighten their home, both boys:

Frederick William, the elder, was born Fcbruarj'

2, 1881); and Dean Sidney opened his eyes to the

ligiit of day August 9, 1891. Mrs. Nilson is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church of

Milford.

Mr. Nilson is the owner of a fine farm compris-

ing two hundred and thirty acres of arable land

which he has placed under a high state of cultiva-

tion. It is also improved with good buildings;
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the land is divided into fields of convenient size

by well-kept fences and all modern appointments

go to make this one of the model farms of IMil-

ford Township. The highly cultivated land yields

to him a golden tribute in return for his care and

labor. In connection with farming, Mr. Nilson

owns and operates a sawmill and a tile factory.

His factory is located about two and a-balf miles

north of Milford, on the Chicago & Eastern Illi-

nois Railroad. The finest quality of clay is used

and a smooth tile is manufactured. From the be-

ginning his sales have constantly increased and he

is now doing a good business, the excellent qual-

ity of the tile securing him a liberal patronage.

This is a leading industry of the township.

Mr. Nilson exercises his right of franchise in

sufiport of Democratic principles, but he has never

been a politician in the sense of office-seeking,

preferring to devote his entire time to his busi-

ness interests, which are proving to him a profita-

ble investment. He is a man of good business

ability, sagacious and far-sighted, and by his sys-

tematic and methodical habits and fair and honest

dealing he has acquired a competence which classes

him among Milford Township's substantial citi-

zens. He is recognized as a man of sterling worth,

and during his long residence in the community

his fellow-townsmen have had ample proof of his

straightforwardness in all things.

!
^'OHN McGILVRAY, a retired farmer now

residing in Ashkum, is a native of Canada.

.^, His birth occurred on the 28th of Ai)ril,

^^f/ 1837, in Vaughn, York County. He is a

son of John and Catlierine (McNevin) McGilvray.

Both parents are natives of Scotland. The father

emigrated to the New World about the year 1830

and settled in Canada, then a vast wilderness, full

of Indians and wild animals. He settled in the

village of Richmond Hill, and engaged at his

trade of shoemaking. He afterward moved to a

farm in King Township, but still kept up his

trade. He reared bis family and spent his life

there, dying when quite a young man in 1841.

The mother survived her husband about twenty-

three 3'ears.

Jolin McGilvray is the second of a family of

four children, three of whom grew to mature years:

Isabella is the wife of Rev. Josiah Brown, a minis-

ter of the Baptist Ciiurch, now located at Chenoa,

111.; and Alexander, who has lived in California

for twenty 3'cars is an extensive contractor and

builder.

Our subject grew to manhood in Canada, re-

ceiving ordinary school privileges. He has largely

educated himself and is a man of wide reading and

information. His ea.r\y life was passed on a farm,

where he engaged in the usual pursuits of farmer

boys. Mr. McGilvr.ay led to the marriage altar

Miss Margaret McGilvray, on the 23d of Septem-

ber, 1863. She is a daughter of Laughlin McGil-

vray, of Vaughn Township, York County, Canada,

who was a native of Scotland. Six children have

been born to our subject and his wife: Joiin A.

is engaged in the hardware business at Ash-

kum; Daniel II., a graduate of the Valparaiso Nor-

mal School of Indiana, is a prosperous business

man at Harvey, 111.; Sarah, a successful teacher in

literature and music, lives at home; Archie is

now taking a course at the Valparaiso Normal

School; .losiah Benjamin is at home; and Mag-

gie May is also under the parental roof. The

children have all received the best educational

advantages and the two j'Ounger are now attend-

ing the Ashkum schools.

After his marriage, Mr. McGilvray removed to

Michigan and located at Marquette, on Lake Su-

perior. He was engaged in contract work at that

point for about one year. In 1864, coming to

Illinois he settled on a farm in La Salle County,

which he rented for about three j'ears. He came

to Iroquois County, where he purchased a tract of

eighty acres of wild prairie land. On this he lo-

cated and opened up a farm. From time to time

he added adjoining land to his original purchase

until he was in the possession of over five hun-

dred acres of well-cultivated and valuable land.

He has a good residence, barns and outbuildings,

a wind-pump and the latest improved machinery

for carrying on the work of the farm. Mr. Mc-
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Gilvray commenced life in Illinois a poor man,

and lins by his own labor and industry- accumu-

lated a fortune. He has a valuable farm and a

LTood home and is to-day one of the enterprising,

thrifty and progressive farmers. In 1888, he re-

moved to the village of Ashkum, where he now

resides, and where he is now erecting a due large

residence.

( >ur subject is in sympathy with the Democratic

liarty and cast his first ballot at a Presidential

election for Hon. Samuel .J. Tildeu. Mr. McGil-

vra_v has never aspired to ofHcial positions, but has

chosen to devote his time and energy to his busi-

ness. In all educational and local affairs he takes

an active part, and is ever a supporter of measures

tending to advance the interests of the community

in which he dwells. Mrs. McGilvray, one son and

a daughter are consistent members of the Baptist

Church. Our subject has done much in the up-

building and development of the county and lias

won the esteem and confidence of all his fellow-

citizens by his life of integrity and honor. He is

numbered among the leading and influential citi-

zens and his family is one of prominence and is

well received in social circles.

HARLES C. DO>'>'ELLY, a leading farmer

of Ashkum Township, makes his home on

section 15. He is a native of the Empire

State, his birth having occurred in Ontario

County, on the 27th of June, 18.50. He is a son

of Robert and Sarah (Clark) Donnelly, both na-

tives of the Emerald Isle and who resided there

until their marriage. In 1848. the father decided

to make his home in the New World and accord-

ingly emigrated in that year, settling in Ontario

County, N. Y., where he resided for a number of

years. In 1867, he removed Westward to Illinois

and settled on land where his son now resides, sit-

uated in Iro(iuois County-. Mr. Donnelly was one

of the first to locate on this broad prairie, where

he purchased one hundred and scventj--four acres

of good arable land, which was entirely unim-

proved. At first he built a small house for his

family and started to work in earnest to open up

his farm. By yeare of industry and perseverance

he succeeded in his endeavor and made of his pro-

perty one of the finest of the count}'. He was one

of the honored pioneers of this section, and his

death occurred October 9, 1892. His remains were

interred in the Ashkum cemetery. His wife de-

parted this life in May, 1880, and her loss was

deeply felt by her many friends. She was a faith-

ful wife and mother, and by her lovable and

pleasant ways made many friends. Mr. Donnelly

is a man of upright character and integrity and is

held in the highest esteem by all who have had

the gl)od fortune to come in contact with him

either in a social or business waj'.

Charles Donnelly is the elder of two brothers.

Frank is married and lives in Chicago, where he is

a contractor and builder. Our subject passed his

boyhood days in the usual manner of farmer lads

and had good school advantages, supplementing

his course in the district schools by several terms'

attendance at the Chicago High School. After

completing his studies he learned the carpenter's

trade in that city, and soon after went into the

service of the Chicago Fire Department. He re-

mained with the fire company for about twelve

years, trying heroically, as did all in the service, to

extinguish flames and save properly in the great

fire of 1871 and also in that of 1874.

On the 24th of December, 1873, Mr. Donnelly

was united in marriage in Chicago to Miss Jennie

Simpson, who was born in Canada and was reared

and educated in Chicago. Her father, James .Simp-

son, was a native of England. By her marriage,

Mrs. Donnelly has become the mother of six chil-

dren, three sons and three daughtei-s: Robert,

Charles, Frank, Agnes, Elizabeth and Sarah. These

children are all receiving good educational ad-

vantages.

In 1883, Mr. Donnelly returned to this county

and took charge of the farm and business, buying

out his brother's interest in the homestead. He

has greatly improved the property, built a com-

modious barn and ha< done considerable tiling.

This is considered to be a most valuable piece of

farm land, and is situated about half way between

Clifton and Ashkum. Since becoming a voter,
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Mr. Donnelly has given his support to the Repub-

lican party, his first ballot being cast for Gen. U.

S. Grant. He has never been an office-seeker in

any sense of the term, but has always given his

entire attention to his business affairs. Public

schools and other institutions of learning, as well

as all measures for the advancement of the people

both intellectually, socially and morally, find iu

him a stanch friend and supporter. Mrs. Don-

nelly is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church of Clifton. Socially, he holds membership

with the Masonic fraternitj', belonging to the

Knight Templar Order. He is a member of Hes-

peria Lodge No. 411, and Chicago Commandery

No. 19, K. T., of Chicago. Ho is widely and fav-

orably known throughout this section, and is lield

in high regard for his many qualities of worth.

He is a man of varied reading and extensive in-

formation, and keeps well posted on all subjects of

national and general Importance.

^^ DOLPIIUS J. CARTER, a prominent farmer

(@//jl l of Ashkum Township, resides on section

/// is 22. He was born in St. Lawrence County,

^11 N. Y., in the town of Champion, on the

9th of August, 1833. He is a son of Samuel O.

and Lorana (Thornton) Carter. The father was a

native of one of tiie New England Slates, and his

father, Joel Carter, was a native of Connecticut.

Three brothers of the Carter family came from

Jinglandin the '-Mayflower" in 1620. The father of

our subject was reared and educated in the Em-

pire State and was there married. His wife was a

native of Vermont and a daughter of .John Thorn-

ton, who was born in Rhode Island and was a sol-

dier in the War of 1812. After his marriage, Mr.

Carter engaged in agricultural pursuits in St. Law-

rence County for a number of years. He removed

to Illinois in 1836, at which time the whole

Stale was a wilderness and had few inhabitants.

He made a settlement in La Salle County, where he

pre-empted land and opened up a farm. Ho after-

ward added to his original tract by purchase. In

1849, Mr. Carter went overland to California and

spent about nine years on the Pacific Slope, en-

gaged in mining, in which he was quite successful.

In February, 1858, he returned to Illinois and

again resumed agricultural pursuits. The remain-

ing years of his life were spent at that homestead,

and there he was called to his final rest about the

21st of November, 1887. His estimable wife did

not long survive him and died ten weeks later.

There is still in the possession of the family a

Bible, which was brought over in the "Mayflower."

Adolphus Carter is the eldest of four brotheis

who grew to mature 3'ears; the next younger,

Herman, IS a farmer of La Salle County; Joel re-

sides on the old homestead; and the youngest,

John, w.as a soldier of the late war, and died of

typhoid fever at Corinth, when in the service of

his country. His death occurred in May, 1862,

when he was in his twenty-second year. Our sub-

ject brought his remains home for interment.

The early years of Adolphus were spent in the

usual farm routine—work, p\a.y and school alternat-

ing. He received such educational advantages as

the schools of that early day afforded, and he con-

tinued working for his father until his majority.

He then started out for himself, rented a farm, and

engaged in agricultural pursuits for several years.

After his father had retired from active life, he

and a brother rented the old homestead and ran it

for seven years. In 1868, Mr. Carter came to Iro-

quois County, and in April of that year purchased a

tract of one hundred and sixty acres of unimproved

prairie land from the Illinois Central Railroad

Company. On this property he located and cleared

and opened up a farm. His place is well cultivated

and developed, and on it he has erected a substan-

tial and pleasant residence, good stables and other

farm buildings. It is located only a mile and a

half from Ashkum and is a valuable piece of prop-

erty.

In La Salle County, on the 17th of December,

1867, were united tiie destinies of Mr. Carter and

Mrs. Mary Ann Doan, a widow, and a daughter of

Highland Jacobs, who died when Mrs. Carter was

an infant. Her mother survives, at the advanced

age of eight.y-five years. Mr. and Mrs. Carter

had two children: Arthur Wells, who was called

to the better world at the age of nineteen years,
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on the 8th of July, 1889; and Jennie Belle, who is

taking a literary course of study at the Grand

Prairie Seminary at Onarga. She was a teacher

for four terms, and has always been a very close

student. She received a free tuition for the year

on account of superior scholarsliip, and is a young

lady of superior attainments and ability.

^Ir. Carter uses his right of franchise in support

of the Republican party, but for many years was

an advocate of the Democracy, his first ballot hav-

ing been cast for James Buchanan. Mr. Carter

unquestionably possesses the ability to till local

otficial positions, but has ever declined to serve in

such, as he wished to give his whole and exclusive

attention to his business affaii-s. He is widely and

favorably known as a man possessing the best of

qualities, and during his long residence in this

State and county has made a host of friends.

<i|^sDWIX 1). PKCKKNS, conductor on the

fe Springfield Division of the Illinois Central

/i^^ Railroad, was born in Kaperville, 111., on

the 9th of August, 1853. He is a son of Samuel

N. and Sarah A. (Snyder) Peckens. On both sides

the family have lived in Pennsylvania for genera-

tions. In 1829, the father, desiring to try his for-

tune in the new West, started for Illinois, driving

an ox-team. No adequate idea can be formed of

what such a journey meant in those early daj's,

long before the railroads, and even before the West-

ern wilderness had been opened up by roads. Only

from the accounts of a few survivors of that period

can we picture the hardships of cutting roads

through forest*, fording rivers, crossing swamps,

and plowing through sand and mud, often to the

liub on the wheels; and when, after weeks and

sometimes months of traveling, their destination

was reached, a log cabin had to be erected, and the

land had to be cleared. Then commenced a series

of privations and hardships, of which the journey

thither had been but a prelude. Means of commu-
nication with the outside world were very ineffi-

cient, and as traveling was so difficult, they were

27

thus forced to struggle along unaided, save by such

assistance as they could render one another. Af-

ter arriving in Illinois, Mr. Peckens located in Du
Page County. For a time he followed the occupa-

tion of farming, and later became a veterinary' sur-

geon. It was in Will County that he met and

married Miss Snyder. In 1867, he removed to

Gilraan, but spent his Last da3-s in Springfield,

where he died at the age of seventy-three. His

wife IS still living at Springfield.

Our subject is the eldest of six children, of

whom five, two sons and three daughters, are still

living. Samuel Nelson, one of the sons, is a con-

ductor on the Illinois Central Railroad. Since

eleven 3-ears of age, Mr. Peckens, the subject

of this sketch, has made his own way in the world.

For some four years he served in clerkships at Gil-

raan. He had advanced ra()idly while in school,

and after he commenced clerking acquired a good

business education. He then began cleaning en-

gines in the round house at Oilman, but after a

few weeks, took a jiosition as fireman on the old

Oilman, Clinton & Springfield Railroad. Continu-

ing a short time at that occupatiou, he was next em-

ployed at hostler work making up and putting away
trains, in which he was eng.iged for four years.

Subsequenth' he was similarly employed on the Chi-

cago, Paducah & Southwestern for eight months,

and then went as fireman on the Rock Island Rail-

road. Soon a strike came on among the firemen,

and, preferring not to take part in it, he left his

position and became book-keeper, city salesman

and traveling agent for L. E. Newman & Co , com-

mission men of Chicago, in whose employ he re-

mained for two years. Again he returned to the

railroad, working for the Baltimore it Ohio Rail-

road, for the Iron Mountain, and the Chicago Di-

vision of the Illinois Central. June 29, 1879, he

cainc to the Springfield Division of the Illinois

Central as brakeman, and on the 12th of .Se|)tem-

ber of that year took charge of a freight train,

which position he has since held. Altogether he

has been in the railroad service for a period of

about twenty years, and, like most railroad men.

I

he has accumulated considerable property. As

his long connection with one company would

indicate, he is thoroughly acquainted with his
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business, and is reliable anrl prompt in the dis-

charge of duty.

On tlie 24th of November, 1880, occurred Mr.

Peekens' marriage with Miss A. S. Castles, a native

of La Salle Countv. The ceremony' was performed at

Mendota, 111. They have had a family of three chil-

dren: Josie E., Sadie A. and Edwin D. Sadie, who
was horn April 3, 1886, died November 11, 1892;

and Pldwin, born on the 17th of February, 1890,

died on the 2d of December, 1892. But three

weeks elapsed between the deaths of these beauti-

ful little ones, and in their sad bereavement the

yjarents have the hearty sympathy of their many
friends and fellow-citizens.

Mr. Peekens belongs to the Order of Railway

Conductors, and takes great interest in civic socie-

ties. He is a Knigiit Templar Mason, belonging to

Oilman Lodge No. 591, A. F. & A. M.; Watseka

Chapter No. 114, R. A. M.; Gibson Council No.

72; Mt. Ohvet Comraandery No. 38, K. T., of

Paxton. He also belongs to the Modern Wood-
men and to the Knights of the Maccabees. Mr.

Peekens is a Democrat, but not an oflice-seeker.

-l^*}*'5"5' •{••{••^r

W OUIS C. MISCH is numbered among the

I fj^ wide-awake and enterprising young busi-

/IL^ ness men of Milford, where he is engaged

in general merchandising. He began operations

in October, 1887, forming a partnership with John

C. Miller. This connection was continued for

three years, or until 1890, when Mr. Misch bought

out his partner's interest, and has since been alone.

He began business with a small stock, which he

lias steadily increased to meet the growing de-

mands of his trade. lie has now a well-equipped

store, and is enjoying a liberal patronage, being

regarded as one of the most successful merchants

of Milford.

As our subject is vvidel^' and favoi'abl3' known
in this community, we feel assured that a record

of his life will prove of interest to many of our

readers. He was born in Milford, 111., on the 17th

of March. 1863. and is a son of August and Fred-

eriuka (Schultz) Misch, both of whom were na-

tives of Germany. Having emigrated to this

country, they located in Iroquois County, and the

mother still makes her home in Milford. The
father was called to his final rest in February,

1886. Unto that worthy couple were born seven

children, of whom further mention is made in the

sketch of William Mi^ch, on another page of this

work.

He of whom we write has spent almost his en-

tire life in Iroquois Count}'. The days of his boy-

hood and youth were here passed, and the public

schools .afforded him his educational advantages.

He entered upon his business career, and received

his business training, in the store of his brother

William, there occupying a position as salesman

for several years. During this time he became

familiar with business customs and with the wants

and wishes of the jjeople, so that when he em-

barked in merchandising for himself he had a good

fund of experience to aid him in his operations.

He is now meeting with excellent success, and is

enjoying a well-deserved prosperity. He possesses

energy and perseverance, and, b}' the exercise of

correct business principles, has already gained a

comfortable competence.

1 1 was in 1889 that Mr. Misch led to the marriage

altar Miss Disa McMillin, a sister of his brother

AVilliam's wife. They have a little son about

eighteen months old named Fred. In his political

afliliations, Mr. Misch is a Republican, and socially

is a member of Farmers' Lodge No. 2.")3, 1. O. O. F.

S) * c=;j <" T *>^^^ a)

SAMUEL SHANNON, who is a representative

farmer of Milford Township, was born in

Ross County, Ohio, on the 12th of .lunc'

1818, .and is one of thirteen children. His

parents, Thomas and Catherine (Witter) Shannon,

were both natives of Pennsylvania, .and in the

Keystone State were reared and married. Shortly

after their marriage, the}' left the East and emi-

grated to Ohio, where Mr. Shannon embarked in

agricultural pursuits. Their children were all born

in tlie Buckeye State, and in order of birth were

as follows: John Joseph. Catherine, Sarah, Susan,
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Mary. Hester Ann,Soph[ra, Elizabeth, Nancy, Reu-

ben, Wesley and Samuel. On the 4th of Novem-

ber, 1811, the parents removed to Indiana, where

tliey resided for a number of j-ears. The father

was a soldier in the War of 1812. Both died in

May, 1848.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who was reared in the State of his nativ-

ity, and on the 16th of November, 1837, in Ohio,

was married to Miss Mary N. (Jallop. of Clermont

County. After a short wedded life of a year, the

lady was called to her final home on the 20th of

November, 18.38, at the age of twenty years, six

mouths and twenty days. On the 4tli of Novem-

ber, 1841, Mr. Shannon was joined in wedlock

with Miss Sarah Ann Washburn, daughter of Cor-

nelius and Elizabeth (Jlartin) Washburn, the

former a native of Penns3ivania,and the latter of

Kentucky.

Unto our subject and his wife have been born

thirteen children, ten of whom are yet living: Reu-

ben P. was born August 22, 1842. Mary Ann, born

March 20, 1844, became the wife of Absolein .Scott,

.luly 28, 1805, and unto them were born two chil-

dren, William and Samuel, but the latter died

when about two years of age; Mr. Scott died in

1886. and his widow is now the wife of Elder L.

M. Shinkle, a Christian preacher. William .1., born

March 19, 1846, enlisted in Company G, Forty-

eighth Ohio Infantry, during the late war, and

served for four years and nine months. He par-

ticipated in the battles of Shiloh, Pittsburg Land-

ing, the Red River expedition, and many other en-

gagements, but escaped without a wound. He was

married February 12, 1873, to Ruth .Joseph, by whom
he has the following children, all living: Sarah,

Maiy, Inez, Winfield .Scott, Edward, Samuel Bruff

and Benjamin. Margaret E., born August 4, 1849,

became the wife of .Joseph Phillips, February 22,

1870, and they have two children, Hattie and

George. Nancy J., born January 9, 1852, is the

wife of Abraham L. Crampton. and by their union,

which was celebrated .January 11,1871, they have

four children: Nettie, Charles, Anna and Frank.

Silas P. was born November 29. 1854; Thomas S-

January 7, 1857; John W., January 15, 1859; Abra-

ham Liucola, July 24, 1861; Lear L., who was born

December 16, 1863, is the wife of Elmer E. Shaw,

and by their marriage, which occurred September 1

,

1883, they have one daughter. Bertha; Benjamin

F. was born September 8, 1866; Lydia C, July 18,

1871; and Edward Washburn December 9, 1873.

In May, 1887, Mr. Shannon, whose name heads

this sketch, left his native State for the first time

for a change of residence, and came to Iioquois

Count3', 111. He located on a farm in Stockland

Township, but soon afterward removed to Prairie

Green Township. He is now a resident of Milford

Township, living on what is known as the C. C.

Vennum Farm, pleasantly located about two and

one-half miles north of Milford. He and his wife

are both members of the Christian Church, and in

politics, he is a Republican.

/ ^=-5

i

OBERT WEST carries on farming on sec-

tion 30, Douglas Township. He was born

s\V in Lincolnshire, England, on the lltli of

^ December, 1832, and is a son of Robert

and Ann West, both of whom died in England.

The father was a farmer by occupation and lived

to the age of fifty-three. His wife died at the age

of eighty. In their family were nine children, of

whom but two are now living, our subject and a

sister who resides in Yorkshire, England. George

W. came to the United States in 1852, lived in La
Salle and Iroquois Counties, and in 1883 went to

Nebraska, where he died some four years later.

Mr. West of this sketch is the seventh child in

order of birth. He was reared on a farm and ed-

ucated in the common schools until about fifteen

3-ears of age, when he began working. In 1856,

he came to the United States, taking thirty-five

d.ays to make the voyage from Liverpool to New
York. He went from there to Lowell, La Salle

County, III. He, with his brother, purchased some

coal land and for seven winters engaged in mining

coal, and in the sunimei- carried on farming.

In La Salle County, February 17, 1869. Mr. West
married Mi.ss Emma Campbell, who was born in

Chester County, Pa., June 8, 1844. She is the
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daughter of Benjamin and Margaret (Wilson)

Campbell. Her father was born in Delaware, and

her grandfather Campbell, though of Scotch de-

scent, was born in the North of Ireland. He with

his young wife came to the United States, settling

in Delaware. Mrs. West's mother was born in the

Keystone State, at Philadelphia. In 1855, Ben-

jamin Campbell came West and settled near Ot-

tawa, La Salle County, where he and his wife

spent their remaining days. He lived to be eighty-

two years of age, while she reached her seventy-

ninth year. Both were members of the Methodist

Church. They had a family of eleven children,

one djing in infancy and one when twenty years

of age. Mrs. West is the fifth in order of birth of

this family. Unto our subject and his wife were

born three children: Carlie T. and Roy, who are at

home, and one who died in childhood.

In 18fi7, Mr. West came to Iroquois County and

purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land.

It had then no improvements worth mentioning,

and he has laid some ten thousand tile and also

erected good buildings and otherwise improved

the property. In 1882, he moved to Foster County,

N. Dak., and took up a homestead, on which he

lived for four years and then returned to his pres-

ent home.

Responding to his patriotic impulses, our sub-

ject enlisted in August, 1862, in the armj-, and be-

came a member of Company B, One Hundred and

F'ourth Illinois Infantry. The first engagement in

which he took part was at Hartsville, Tenn., where

he was taken prisoner but afterward paroled. He
also participated in the battles of Chiekamauga,

Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Kencsaw Mountain, Peach

Tree Creek and the siege and capture of Atlanta.

He was a guard at Lookout Mountain and took

part in the battles of Chattanooga and Mission

Ridge. While his regiment was supporting (ien.

Hooker at Peach Tree Creek, the soldiers had

erected a barricade for protection. They received

orders to cease building further defenses and the

retreat was sounded. Mr. AVest started around

the corner of the embankment and ran directly

into the rebel ranks. He was called upon to sur-

render at once, but did not stop to comply with

tlicir demands. Continuing at a rapid pace, he

soon reached his companions, escaping the shower

of bullets which were sent after him. During this

encounter his bunk companion was taken prisoner

and a young lieutenant was instantly killed.

On the 7th of August, 1864, while at the right

of Atlanta, he was wounded in the right hip, the

bullet cutting a deep groove. As it was summer,

gangrene set in and for six months he was confined

to his bed in the hospit.il at Nashville, Tenn. Four

times he came near bleeding to death. His record

as a soldier is one of which he ma3' well be proud,

for he was always found at his post of duty and

his service was distinguished by marked bravery

and fidelity. Altogether he took part in twenty

battles. He was discharged at Benton l>anacks, St.

Louis, in February, 1865.

Mr. West returned to this county, but for two

years was unable to engage in active work on ac-

count of disability. In politics, he is a Republican

and is much interested in all local affairs. He is a

friend to the best educational measures, which he

does all in his power to further. He is Chaplain

of Oilman Post No. 186, G. A. R. Both Mr. and

Mrs. West are members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, of winch he is lH)lh Ste\var<l and Trus-

tee.

'jfjOHN CONVEY, now retired from active

business, was one of the pioneers and

first settlers of Ashkum Township and now
makes his home in the village of Ashkum,

where he is numbered among its most respected

and honored citizens. He is a native of Ireland,

and was born in County Mayo, in August, 1829.

He is a son of Patrick and Sibbie (Filben) Convey,

both of whom were also natives of the Emerald

Isle. Our subject is the eldest of a family con-

sisting of seven sons and one daughter. He re-

ceived very limited school advantages and decided

to emigrate to the New World when about sixteen

years of age.

In 1846, with his father, brothers and sisters,

Mr. Convey accordingly set sail for America. The

ship carried five hundred passengers and soon

after leaving port the diead disease, typhoid fever,
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was discovered on board. The fever raged to such

an extent that out of tlie five hundred passengers

I only fifty survived when they arrived at their

destination, which was Montreal, Canada. Among
tiie stricken ones were the family of Patrick Con-

vey. Four sons only lived until the}- reached

quarantine and then two more passed awaj'. Our

subject and one brother were the only survivors.

The brother afterward went to Boston, since which

time our subject has received no tidings of him.

.John Convey resided in Canada for eight years

and attended St.Teresa Academy at Korth Mtntreal

for three years. While there, he studied Latin

and the English and French languages. After

I completing his studies, he learned the carpenter's

trade and then emigrated to Chicago, where he

engaged in carpenter work for five years. For a

portion of that time, he was a contractor and

builder and was quite successful. He received a

contract from the Illinois Central Railroad to build

tanks and freight houses along that line, and for

them he worked for two years. He then went to

New Orleans and worked for six months at his

trade, after which he obtained a contract from the

Mobile tt Ohio Railroad to build cars. Soon after

the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln, he returned

to the North, settling on a farm in As'.ikum, Iro-

quois County. This was a piece of raw prairie land,

and of this tract, which contained eighty- acres, he

made a valuable piece of property. He carried on

agricultural pursuits upon that farm for about

'seven years, and as his financial resources increased

added to his original tract from time to time until

he was the ow'ner of a whole section. In addition

to this, he afterward purchased some land near the

village which he held for a few 3'ears and then ex-

changed for Chicago improved real estate. He also

traded for land in Kansas. Concluding that Chi-

cago real estate was rapidl}- rising in the market,

he sold his section of land and invested the pro-

^ ceeds in that cit}-. He owns considerable property

[ on Madison Street, and most of the land which he

; BOW possesses is situated in the Garden City.

October 8, 1861, Mr. Convey was united in

marriage with Miss Ulellie Bosselt, a native of

Canada and a daughter of Benjamin Bossett, also

of that country and of Frciich parentage. Mr.

Bossett had a brother, Judge Bossett, who was a

very learned and prominent man and a celebrated

judge of Canada. Mrs. Convey 's father married

Margaret La Belle, a French lady of Canada. A
brother of Mrs. Bossett, Father La Belle, was the

parish priest at Kalamazoo, Mich., where his death

occurred. The wife of our subject has two nephews

who are priests, one of whom. Father Bergeron, is

the priest of Notre Dame Catholic Church of Chi-

cago. Mrs. Convey received her education in a

convent at South Bend, Ind.

B^' the union of our subject and wife twelve

children have been born, nine of whom are liv-

ing: Mary is in a religious order in Chicago

and is one of the Sisters of Mercj-; Sibbie re-

ceived a good education and was graduated at

the Chicago Academj' of Sisters of Mercy and

is now the wife of Frank Makeel, of Chicago;

William, after attending college six years at St.

Viateur's College, of Bourbonuais Grove, is now in

the Government employ in Chicago; Caroline is

also a Sister of Mercy in a Chicago convent; John

and David, the next }-ounger, are under the pa-

rental roof and students of St. Viateur's College;

Eugenia attends the High .School in Chicago; Lo-

retta and Thomas arc the remaining members of

the family. Two children died in infancy, and a

daughter, Melinda, died in 1890, aged seventeen

yeai-s. The parents of these children are members

of the Catholic Church.

Commencing in the New World a poor man.

Mr. Convey has by his own labor, industry and

enterprise and the help of his estimable wife, ac-

cumulated a large estate and is to-day recognized

as one of the substantial men of this county,where

for a third of a century he has been a resident.

He has helped in the development and progress of

this county, which now stands to-day among the

foremost in the .State. He has given his active

support and assistance to all public movements

tending to advance the best interests of this section,

and has aided liberally in the building of churdies,

schoolhouses, the town hall and other institutions

for the benefit of his fellow-citizens. He has ever

been a friend to education and our grand free

public-school system. Politically, Mr. Convey is

identified with the Democratic party, casting his
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first vote for Gen. Gporge B. McClellan. He takes

quite an active part in local politics and has been

a Commissioner for six years and Supervisor for

eight years. He is well known throughout the

community as a man of worth, and he well de-

serves a place among the sketches of the pioneers

of this county.

'S^ DWARD R. BEEBE, one of the extensive

fe) land-owners of Iroquois County and a

Jm^^ leading stock-raiser, resides on section 10,

Fountain Creek Township. He has also been*on-

neeted with the mercantile interests of Clayton-

ville, and his business and social relations have

made him widely and favorably known. His life

record is as follows:

A native of the Nutmeg State, Mr. Beebe was

born in Litchfield County. May 21, 1860, and is

one of five children who were born of the union

of Charles and Almira (Lockwood) Beebe. His

father was a native of the same locality as our

subject, and his death occurred when Edwai'd was

only two j'ears old. The children were Ciiarles,

who is now a farmer of Prairie Grove Township;

Edward R., whose name heads this record; and

Stanley, who is engaged in merchandising in

Claytonville.

Since ten years of age Edward Beebe has resided

upon a farm. The family emigrated to Ottawa,

La Salle County, 111., in 1862, and, locating on his

grandfather's farm, he there worked in the fields

for some time. In 1875, at the age of sixteen, he

came to Iroquois County, and has since made this

his home. He at first rented lajid, but by his in-

dustry and interprise, he added to his possessions,

and from time to time made additional purchases,

until he now owns seven hundred acres of valua-

ble land. He is also engaged in handling stock,

of which he is an excellent judge, and has made a

specialty of breeding Norman horses. He is a

lover of the noble steed, and has owned some

fine animals. In connection with his brother

Stanley, he is also engaged in general merchandis-

ing in Claytonville, and by fair dealing and cour-

teous treatment, they have secured a liberal pat-

ronage, which they well deserve, and their stock

has been proportionately' enlarged to meet the

growing demand. Our subject also bought grain

for one year in Claytonville.

In his social relations, Mr. Beebe is a Mason,

holding membership with the lodge in Rankin.

He exercises his right of franchise in support of

the Republican party, and is a warm advocate of

its principles. He has often served as a delegate

to its conventions, but has never been a politician

in the sense of office-seeking.

We see in Mr. Beebe a self-made man. At a

very early age he was thrown upon his own re-

sources, and has since made his way in the world

unaided. He has met with adversity and with

many liardships, but by well-directed efforts and

perseverance, he has steadily worked his wa3' up-

ward. The difficulties and obstacles in his path

he overcame by industry, and his life has been one

of signal success. He is now numbered among the

wealthy citizens of the county, and his career,

characterized by honesty and fair dealing, has won

for him the high regard and confidence of all.

With his mother he now resides on the homestead

farm.

^#

DOLPII MEINHARD is a well-known cit-

izen and farmer of Douglas Township, re-

//
'^'' siding in a comfortable home on section

33. township 27, range 14. He was born

in Siegen, Westphalia, Germany, on the 10th of

December, 1847. From records in the possession

of the family we learn that the great-grandfather of

our sulijeet was Simon Meinhard. His youngest

son, Jacob, was born in Siegen, Westphalia, in

April, 1780, and died at Troy Grove, 111., in Au-

gust, 1854. He was a baker by trade, and married

Agnes Graef in 1806. Iler death occurred in the

Fatherland. Adam Graef, her father, was born in

Eisen, near Siegen, and married there a iSIiss

Luetz. The son of Jacob and Agnes Meinhard

was born December 15th, 1808, and was named

Michael. The latter on arriving at mature years
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married Maria Margaret Thiol man, the marriage

ceremony being performed August 12, 1831. Her

birth occurred in Izenfeld, in 1800, and she de-

parted this life vn the 20t.h of February, 1872, at

Troy Grove, 111. Her father, Jacob Thielman, of

/yj-enfeld, married Maria M. Ginsberg, of Strul-

liuette. She was a daughter of Johann Jacob

(iinsberg, of the same place, who was a brother of

Admiral Ginsberg, or Kinsberger, who was in the

service of Holland. To Michael and Maria Mein-

liard were born the following children: Henry, born

on the loth of December, 1833, is a resident of

Peoria, 111. Frederick, born Angust 26, 1841, is

manager of the Troy Grove Water Mills, of Troy

(irove, 111. He was a soldier, being a member of

the Fifty-sixth Illinois Infantry', and was in the

service for three years. Anna Catherina died at

Gilnian. 111. She was a twin sister of Wilhelmina,

the date of their births being September 3, 1843.

The latter resides in Mendota, 111. Charles, born

May 9, 1845, died in Philadelphia, on the 12th of

June, 1863, .a.s the result of wounds received in

the charge at the battle of Ft. McAllister. He
accompanied Shciman on his march to the sea and

was a member of the Sixt3-fifth Illinois Regiment,

being a member of Cushman's Brigade from Ot-

tawa. He was buried in the National Cemetery at

Philadelphia with thousands of our Nation's brave

defenders. Eberhart, born October 3, 1850, lives

near Oilman. Jacob, who was born on the 11th

of August, 1852, died at Ottawa, 111., in 1861.

These children were all born in Siegen, West-

phalia, and came with their parents to America in

the fall of 1853.

Michael Meinhard was a baker by trade, and re-

t'cived a good education in the common and High

Schools of his native land. He was much interested

in stud^'ing American history, and because of his

love for the liberties of the United States, he

learned the English language and determined to

make his home in the New World. He remained

in his native land, however, until his sons were to

be drafted into the army, at which time he carried

the resolution of his earlj' days into effect. The
family' accordingly went to Rotterdam, where they

took passage in a sailing-vessel bound for New
York. Tiiey had a stormy vojage, were wrecked,

and were obliged to return to Belfast, Ireland, for

repairs upon the vessel. After a long and tiresome

voyage of nine weeks they arrived in New York

Harbor. They spent one winter in Wheeling, W.

Va., and in the spring of 1854 came to Illinois,

settling in Troy Grove, La Salle County. There

the father purchased land at f 10 an acre. The

country was new and unimproved and the family

endured many hardships incident to pioneei life.

Upon his farm he erected a mill, which was known

as the Tro3' Grove Water ISIills, to which far-

mers came from all portions of that and adjoining

counties. This mill is now operated by a son.

The father is living a retired life, at the age of

eighty-four j-ears. He frequently writes for pairtjs

on Free Thought, having been a Free-thinuer and

strong Democrat all his life. He has never ac-

cepted office in this country, though he was an Al-

derman in his native town and a man of conse-

quence. He served three years in the I'russian

War.

Adolph Meinhard, the subjectof this sketch, was

six years old when he came with his parents to

America. He was educated in the public schools

of Troy Grove and was early inured to farm work.

His brothers were in the army, and much of the

labors of the farm fell upon his shoulders. He has

largely educated himself since arriving at manhood

and inherits his father's talents. He is a good de-

bater and an intelligent and well-informed man.

He has followed agricultural jjursuits since his boy-

hood and has been quite successful in that line of

business. He remained with his father until about

twcnt3' years of age and then came to Iroquois

County, where with a brother he purchased half a

section of unimproved land, located on section 2.

The succeeding five years he spent in improving

and developing his property, and then purchased

eighty acres where he now makes his home. This

he has brought under a high state of cultivation,

and has tiled and erected good buildings upon it.

He is a successful farmer and a man of good bus-

iness ability.

In Oilman, on the 2'Jlh of November, 186i), Mr.

Meinhard led to the marriage altar Miss Anna
Brooke. Her father, Benjamin Brooke, emigrated

in 1861 to this county from Marshall County,
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Ind. Iler mother, who was in her maidenhood
Elizabeth Wickheizer, is still livinof. Mrs. Mein-

hard was born at Lancaster, Ohio. To our subject

and bis wife three children have been born: Ralph

was born Janiiar_y 14. 1880, in La Salle Count}';

Charles and Arnold both died when about two years

of age.

Our subject is a Free-thinker like his father and

is independent of any society. He has been Road

Commissioner and has also served as a Commis-

sioner of Drainage District No. 1 for about

three j-ears. He takes an active part in measures

tending to the welfare and development of this

county, and was influential in getting the ditch put

through this section. He has often been a repre-

sentative to conventions and is influential in sena-

torial and countj' assemblies. His first ballot was

cast for Horace Greele}' and he has ever since

been a supporter of Democracy. He is a man of

wide reading and information, and keeps well

posted on all the important questions of the daj'.

He has proved a good citizen and a man of pro-

gressive ideas and has done his share in the devel-

opment of this county.

^I^LBERT G. HICKMAN, who is numbered

among the early settlers of the county, now
follows farming on section 30, Ash Grove

Township. A native of Warren County, Ind., he was

born January 21, 1834. His father, Peter J. Hick-

man, emigrated from Delaware in an early day

and cast in his lot with the early settlers of Warren

County. His home was a log cabin. AVhen our

subject was four years of age he removed with the

famil}- to Missouri, where they improved a new farm

near Springfield. In 1842, the famil}' returned to

Indiana and located within two miles of their

former home, where Peter Hickman engaged in

agricultural pursuits and in operating a mill.

From his twelfth year our subject was there

reared to manhood. His education was .acquired

in a log schoolhouse, with its slab seats, desks of

split puncjieon, huge fireplace and mud and stick

chimney. Under the parental roof he remained

until twenty-four years of age, when he started

out in life for himself. He was married, Novem-
ber 29, 1857, in the county of his nativity to Miss

Charlotte Blind, who was born in C)hio, October

29, 1832, and came with her parents to Indiana

during girlkood. The wedding journey of the

3'ouug couple consisted of a trip to Iroquois

County. They traveled by team and settled in

Fountain Creek Township, where Mr. Hickman
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of par-

tiall}' improved land. Much of the prairie was

still in its primitive condition and the few settle-

ments were widely scattered. In 1878, Mrs. Hick-

man departed this life and her remains were in-

terred in the Friends' Cemetery, of Ash Grove

Township.

Seven children were born of this union: Mary,

who was born December 2, 1858, in Iroquois

County, is the wife of S. M. Rose, a grain dealer

of Cissna Park; Arcelia Ann, born February 11,

1861, died at the age of seven years; Elizabeth

Jane, born Jul}' 29, 1863, is deceased; Flora Belle,

whose birth occurred November 5, 1865, is the wife

of Cal S.aylor, and they reside on the home farm;

Frank, born April 26, 1868, is at home; Dora Alice,

born March 4, 1871, keeps house for her father;

and Charles E., born July 25, 1874, completes the

family. The children were all educated in the

public schools.

Upon his first farm in this county, Mr. Hickman

made his home for six years and then removed to

his present farm. For a time he lived in a log

cabin, but it has long since been replaced by his

present comfortable and commodious residence.

-Good barns and outbuildings have also been

erected and stand in the midst of waving fields of

grain. The farm comprises nine hundred acres of

valuable land. In connection with its cultiva-

tion, Mr. Hickman also engages in stock-raising

and is engaged quite extensively in shipping cat-

tle and hogs to Chicago. He received some aid

when he started out in life, but by his own indus-

try, perseverance and good management most of

his large property has been acquired. He is now

one of the most extensive land-owners of the com-

munity. His success is well deserved, for it is the
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just reward of liis own Labors. Mr. Hickman is a

i standi advocate of the Deniocraej- and has sup-

ported that party since he cast liis first Presiden-

tial vote for James Buchanan. Tiiose who know
• him esteem iiim liighi_y for his sterling worth and

integrity and lie lias a large circle of friends and

acquaintances in tliis coinnuinity.

II.LI.VM W. COBURX. a leading farmer

of Douglas Township, who operates a

farm on section 7, was born in Prince-

ville, Peoria County, 111., November 4, 1843. He

is a son of William and Rachel (Eltzroth) Coburn.

His father was born in Ohio and with his parents

early removed to Indiana. His wife, though a

native of Ohio, is of Gorman descent. The par-

ents of our subject came to Peoria County among

the early settlers. The father kept a tavern in the

pioneer days and also carried on a store for a

time. Later he removed to a farm and followed

agricultural pursuits until his death. He was a

stanch Whig and afterward a Republican. In

1863, feeling that the country needed the services

of all loj'al citizens, he enlisted in the Second Illi-

nois Battery, though over the prescribed age, and

after serving for about a j'ear died of small-pox at

New Orleans, aged fifty-two j'ears. His widow,

now in her seventy-eiglitli year, still lives at Prince-

ville, 111. Both were honored members of the

Christian Church. By their marriage were born

twelve children, five of whom were sons, and three

of whom served in the late war. Elijah served in the

Eight3--sixth Illinois Infantry for three years, and

Samuel served over four years in the Second Illi-

nois Battery.

Our subject is the sixth child in order of birth

and was reared on his father's farm, being edu-

cated in the district schools. In September, 1861,

though not (luite eighteen years of age, he enlisted

in Company I), Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, and after

being in the State service three months the young

patriot was mustered into the United States service

December 20, 1861. His command was called to

participate in the battle of Shiloh, that being their

first engagement. He was also in the second

battle of Corinth and luka. Being in the cavalry

service he took part in scores of skirmishes. On

the 20th of December, 1864, he received an hon-

orable discharge and returned home. However, he

again enlisted, on the 1.5th of March, 1865, for one

year's service in Company G, Fourth United

States Volunteer Corps, which was known as Han-

cock's Corps. One year later, in 1866, he re-

ceived his final discharge from the armj% having

served four years, three months and twenty-one

days. During that time he was never wounded or

taken prisoner. His war record was one of marked

braver}' and fidelity, remarkable in one of his

youthful age.

When his country no longer stood in need of

his services, he returned to Peoria County. After

a time he went to Hickor}' Count}"^, Mo., where lie

farmed for three years. In the meantime he re-

turned to Illinois, and at LaFayette, Stark Count}',

he was united in wedlock August 25, 1867, to

Irene Ridgway, who was born at Danville, Pa.,

November 20, 1846. She is a daughter of Thomas
and IVtaria (Beam) Ridgway, natives of New York

and New Jersey respectively. The father was

born in 1809, and was a carpenter and joiner by

trade. He was a member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church and was much beloved and re-

spected by all. Soon after his marriage he re-

moved to Pennsylvania, and in 1849 went to

Stark County, 111., where his death occurred in the

following year, he being at that time forty-four

j-ears of age. His wife, who long survived him,

afterward married Jonas Eltzroth, a native of

Ohio. He was a soldier in the AVar of 1812, and

departed this life in 1866, at LaFayette, Ind. Mrs.

Eltzroth died at the home of our subject January

20, 1892, having nearly reached her eighty-first

birthday. Mrs. Coburn is one of seven children,

four sons and three daughters, of whom one, Lewis

B., served for sorte three years during the late

war. She was educated in the common schools

and has been a valuable helpmate to her husband

in the journey of life. She is of a kindly and

sociable disposition and is much loved by all.

After his marriage, our subject took his young-

wife in a wagon to their Missouri home, an unus-
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ual and delightful wedding tour. Their union

has been blessed with three eiiildren: Wilbur W.;

Guy R., a carpenter of Henry County; and Grace

I. In 1869, Mr. Coburn went to Ford Countj',

111., and two years later removed to his present

farm in Iroquois Count)'. He now owns a val-

uable farm of one hundred and sixty acres, well

tiled and improved with good buildings, though

at the time of his purchase there was nothing on

it but water. He has laid upwards of twenty

thousand tiles upon his farm and it is tlierefore

one of the most arable and well-drained farms of

the township.

Mr. Coburn is a Republican in politics, his first

Presidential vote being cast for Grant when he

ran for his second term. Socially, he is a Mason

and a member of the Grand Army of the Republic

of Piper City. He is a practical and progressive

farmer, ready to accept any of the best methods of

improvement, and about his home is found all the

accessories necessary to a model farm of this period.

He* is a valued citizen of this county and well

merits a representation in this volume.

I^OBERT DOYLE. The Bar of Eastern Illi-

IWr nois can boast among its members many bril-

4i\V liant and able men—men whose successes

^0 are matters of record in the judicial histoi'y

of the State, and whose professional contests, al-

thougii extending over many terms of court and a

wide area of territor)', are still fresh in the minds

of the people. Conspicuous among this class stands

the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. In

1863, he became identified with the Iroquois

County Bar, iiaving formed a law partnership with

Asa B. Roff, under the firm name of Roflf ife Doyle,

which connection existed for nine years and re-

sulted in an extensive and successful practice.

Soon after the dissolution of their partnersiup, Mr.

Doyle was joined by James McCuUough, with

whom he was associated for two 3'ears, when Mr.

McCuUough retired, and for a year or two our

subject was alone in his practice. He next

formed a law partnership with Edward King, wliich

lasted for a period of three years. About 1874,

Mr. Doyle became associated in practice with his

wife's brother, the Hon. Free P. Morris. This

partnership lasted until 1889, wlien our subject, on

account of failing health, went South for a year or

two, where he engaged in the practice of his pro-

fession in Chattanooga. Tenn., and also in special

business in Charleston, S. C. Since his return to

Watseka, he has devoted his attention to farming

and stock-raising, accepting only the more import-

ant cases offered him.

Mr. Do3'le was born in Albany, N. Y., on the

24th of April, 1837, and is a son of Barnard and

Isabella (Grey) Doyle. His parents were born in

the North of Ireland and emigrated to America in

childhood. His father, who was a brilliant scholar,

died in New York in 1846, aged forty-six years,

and the mother in Chicago in May, 1891, at the

age of eighty years.

In 1847, tlie subject of tiiis sketch came to Illi-

nois with his mother, and their home was first made

in the town of Thornton, Cook County. Robert

attended the public schools, and after due prepara-

tion entered the Chicago University, where after a

regular course of study he graduated from the law

department in the Class of June, 1863. In August

of that year, he came to Watseka and established

practice in company with A. B. Roff, as previously

stated.

On the 19th of April, 1859, Mr. Doyle was

united in marriage with Miss Francis J. Morris, in

Cook County. The lad}' was born in Plymouth.

Luzerne County, Pa., and educated at Wyomino-

Seminary. She is the daughter of Charles and Sarah

Morris, Hon. Free P. Morris, of Watseka, being her

youngest brother. Three children were born to Mr.

and Mrs. Doyle: Minerva, now the wife of Samuel E.

Vermilyea, a rising lawyer, resides in Cliicago.

The second daughter, Grace, is still under the par-

ental roof; while the onlj' son, Guy, is at present

studying medicine in the State University of Jlich-

igan at Ann Arbor.

Mr. Doyle is retiring in disposition; he has been

many times approached for Circuit Judge but lias

no ambition in that direction, preferring the Bar to

the Bench. He has always been a loyal and con-

sistent supporter of the Republican party. He is
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a member of Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A.

M., and is a cliarter member of Watseka Chapter

No. 114, R. A. M. Mr. Do^'le resides in a tasty

hriek residence, situated just beyond the north

limits of Watseka, on his fine farm of eight hun-

dred and eighty acres, which is located in the

township of Middleport, adjacent to the city on tlie

north. As a lawyer, Mr. Doyle is conspicuous for

his well-grounded knowledge of his profession,

his remarkably good memory and ability to cite

authorities correctly and to conduct to a success-

ful issue important and complicated suits.

'/^^, ORTIMEH D. WII.15ER, wlio is engaged in

the drug business in Milford, is a native

of the State which is still his home. He
was born in Pccatonica, Winnebago

County, on the 22d of April, 1858, and is one of

nine children whose parents were Mortimer D. and

Mary Jane (Sweezey) Wilber, both natives of

New York. Of their family seven are ^-et living:

Mary Jane became the wife of Austin James, of

JIaries Countj% Mo. Tliey reside near Vichy

Springs with their family of five children. Ida

Jliranda is the wife of John II. Griggs, a merchant

of Potomac, Vermilion Count}', 111.; Emma Ger-

trude is tlie wife of Jolm !McMillau,a fruit-grower

of Eddytown, N. Y.; Charles Gilbert, an agricul-

turist of Vermilion County, 111., wedded May
(irecn, daughter of Clark Green, of Rossville, 111.,

and they have four children; Lewis W. married

Miss Eftie Courtney, daughter of J. B. Courtney,

of Potomac, 111.; Alice is the wife of Alonzo

Ilenr}', a farmer residing near Potomac, and their

family numbers two childi'en.

Mr. Wilber whose name heads this record ac-

quired an English education in the public schools

of Rossville, 111., from which jilace he removed

to Irocjuois County in 187t). Locating in Milford

he was emploj'ed as salesman for three j'ears with

Dr. L. P. Woodworth, physician and druggist.

On the expiration of that period he purchased the

store of his employer and is still carrying on busi-

ness in that line. He deals in drugs, medicines,

paint.s, oils, wall paper, books, stationery, etc.. and

has built up an excellent trade. He started with

little capital, dciaending not upon good luck for

success, but relying solely upon energy, enterprise

and good management, thus winning a prosperity

which is certainly well deserved. His store is well

stocked and would be a credit to a much larger

place than Milford. His fair and honest dealing

and courteous treatment of his patrons have won
him the confidence and good-will of all.

On the 21st of December, 1881, Mr. Wilber was

united in marriage with Miss Maggie Gruber,

daughter of Rev. S. S. Gruber, a Methodist minis-

ter. They are well-known and prominent people

in the best circles of societj- in Milford. Our sub-

ject is a member of Milford Lodge No. 168, A. F.

ife A. M.; Watseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M., and

Mt. Olivet Commandery No. 38, K. T., of Paxton.

He has occupied the chair of Worshipful Master in

the Masonic Lodge. He has also been Treasurer

of the Milford Agricultural Society and is a mem-
ber of its Board of Directors. Of the Milford

Building and Loan Association he is a Director

and he has held the office of Village Treasurer.

He is true to ever}' pnblic and private duty, and

the confidence reposed in him by his fellow-

townsmen has never been misplaced. Mr. Wilber

is a man of good business ability, sagacious and

far-sighted and is now numbered among the sub-

stantial citizens of the communitv.

^^EORGE SINDERSON, a retired fanner and

III (—-, a prominent citizen of Onarga, is of Eng-

^^^jj|i lish birth, and one of a family of seven

children born unto Charles and Louisa (Knapp)

Sinderson. In 18.')3, they emigrated to America,

accompanied by all of their children with the ex-

ception of William and George. A location was

made in Atlanta, Logan County, III., and after-

ward they removed onto a farm, where Charles

Sinderson made his home until his death, which

occurred on the 13th of September, 1876. at the

age of seventy-two years. His wife died November
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2, 1873, aged seventy years and six months. Of
their four sons and tliree daughters, all are yet

living.

The subject of this sketch was born in Alkbor-

ough, Lincolnshire, England, January 12, 1830,

and was reared to manhood in the land of his

nativity. After attaining to mature 3'ears, he was

married on the 18th of May, 1853, the lady of his

choice being Miss Ann Wright, daughter of Will-

iam and Mary ( Moffett) AVright. Mrs. Sinderson is a

native of the same shire born October 6, 1827. One
son was born nnto them in England, and in 18.56,

witii their little child, the}' came to America. Bid-

ding good-bye to their old home, they crossed the

broad Atlantic and made their way to Illinois. The

family circle has since been increased by the birth

of seven children. There were four sons and four

daughters, but one died in infancj': Charles Ed-

ward, who was born in England October 15, 1855,

married Sarah Ann Hare, daughter of John Hare,

of Iroquois County, and unto them have been born

four children, three of whom are yet living,

namely: Anna, George and the baby. William

H., born April 21, 1858, was united in marriage

with ]Miss Sarah Swank, of Milford,and a daugiiter

graces their union, Elizabeth. Jane E., born March

9, 1861, became the wife of William Amerman, of

Ash Grove, who died in August, 1882, leaving one

child, Minnie Belle, and after his death she be-

came the wife of James West, who resides near

Decatur, Brown County, Ohio, and they had the

following children: Edgar and Harlan. George

W., born .January 29, 1863, wedded Anna Perkins,

and with their two sons they reside in Sherman

County, Neb.; Thomas N., born February 27,

1865, married Miss May AVashburn, daughter of

Samuel and Ann Washburn. Mollie A., born Sep-

tember 17, 1868, is the wife of John Martin, of

Iroquois County, and unto them has been born a

daughter. Pearl. Kate, born Jul}- 3, 1871, mar-

ried Samuel Harper, of Onarga.

In 1870, Mr. Sinderson of this sketch removed

from Atlanta to Onarga, III., locating on a farm

ten miles southeast of the village, where he reared

his family and carried on agricultural pursuits.

In 1888, he sold that farm and came to Onarga,

where he and his wife have a comfortable home,

his family having -all married and made homes for

themselves. While in the countr}-, he held the

offices of School Director and Road Commissioner

for a number of years. In politics, he is a Repub-

lican, and is a valued citizen of the community
where he makes his home. Prosperity has attended

his efforts since he came to America and it was a

fortunateday for him when he determined to leave

his native land, for here he has met with success, and

has made a comfortable home and many friends.

APT. ABRAHAM ANDREW, a veteran of

the late war, has held the office of Post-

master of Watseka since Ma}', 1889. He
was born in Jackson borough, Butler County, Ohio,

December 20, 1835, and is a sou of Jacob and

Mary (Neihart) Andrew. His father was a na-

tive of Rockingham County, Va., and his mother

of Lehigh County, Pa. Both are now deceased.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and youth in his native State and at-

tended the public schools until he was fifteen

years old, when he removed to Indianapolis, and

later to Dayton, Ind. There he learned the liar-

ness-maker's trade, at whicli he was working in

Williamsport when the late war broke out.

AVhen the President made his call for three

months' volunteers, young Andrew was the sec-

ond man to enlist in defense of the Union

from Warren County, tliat State. He entered

the service in 1861, having been mustered in as a

member of Company B, Tenth Indiana Infantry.

Having served the term of his enlistment, he

came to Middleport, Iroquois County, 111., in

the fall of 1861. Later, he joined Maj. Geoi-ge C.

Harrington in raising a company, which was mus-

tered in as Company A, of the Seventy-sixth

Illinois Infantry. Mr. Andrew was commissioned

First Lieutenant August 24, 1862, and was pro-

moted to be Captain on the ith of January follow-

ing. He participated in the battle of Rich Moun-

tain, Va., while a member of the Tenth Indiana,

and while in the Seventy-sixth Illinois Regiment

he took part in the siege of Vicksburg, and was



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPH'CAL RECORD. 611

on diit}' with bis compaii}- tliere wlicu the Con-

federates surrendeied July 4, 1863.

Immediately after the capture of Vicksburg,

our subject was sent with his regiment in pur-

suit of Joe Johnston through Mississippi. He par-

ticipated in the battle of Jackson, Miss., after

wliich he was sent to Natchez, and thence into

Louisiana, where they had a hard battle on Trin-

ity River. Then- they returned to Natchez and

went to Morganza Bend and to Port Hudson and

Berton, Miss., having had a livel}- skirmish at

that place. Prom Berton they returned to Mor-

ganza Bend, where orders were received to pro-

ceed to the mouth of the White River, where thej'

went into camp and outfitted for an expedition

to Duvall's Bluff, where Capt. Andrew was as-

signed to the charge of a camp for winter quar-

tei-s. Just as that task was completed and tlie

Captain liad taken possession of a comfortable

caliin that his men had prepared for him with

special pains, he was detailed to go to New Or-

leans, and from there to Kennerville, La., just

above the city, and went into camp below the sur-

face of the river level. Later, he was detailed to

load the right wing of his regiment to sail for

Ft. Morgan, Ala. He embarked the troops in

very good shape, but instead of sailing to Ft.

Morgan, went to Pensacola Ba}' and Ft. Barancus.

Before reaching their destination, they were

caught in a severe storm eleven miles off the coast

and were forced to ride out the storm at anchor.

The\- wei'e knocked about there all night and did not

make port until 3 o'clock r. m. the next day.

After spending six weeks in camp at Ft. Barancus,

they went to Pensacola and joined the expedition

to Ft. Blakely. .Subsequent!}-, they went to Gal-

veston, Tex., where they were mustered out in

July. IJSH.J.

On his return from the war, Capt. Andrew en-

gaged in the grocery business at AVatseka, and

continued in that line about four yeai-s, when he

sold out and embarked in the harness business.

After three years spent in that line, he was em-

ployed as merchant's clerk by Daniel Frey for

a while, and subsequenth- bought into the liverj^

business, and was thus engaged for five years. On
selling out, he again resumed clerking. He was

afterward emplo3^ed by Mr. March in the agricul-

tural implement trade, and continued that con-

nection until appointed Postmaster at Watseka m
May, 1889. This position he still holds, and has

proved a popular ofticer.

On the 24th of January, 1867, Capt. Andrew

was married, in Middleport,to Miss Caroline Troup,

a native of that place, and a daughter of Henry

and ^lary A. Troup. Her parents are pioneers of

Middleport, and are represented elsewhere in this

work. Two children were born unto Mr. and

Mrs. Andrew: Marjetta, who died at the age of

three \-ears; and Fred, who was born April 30,

1873, is Assistant Postmaster of Wat*eka.

In politics, Mr. Andrew is a Republican and has

etficiently served four terms as Alderman and two

years as Mayor of Watseka. He is a member of

Iroquois Lodge No. 74, I. O. O. F.; AVatseka Lodge

No. 446, A. I*'. & A. M.; and also Williams Post

No. 25, G. A. R., of Watseka. His wife is a mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church. The Captain has

made a faithful and capable Government officer,

and has discharged witlv ability and fidelity all

public duties devolving upon him. He is recog-

nized as a most worthy citizen, whose patriotic

record during the late war and his private and

official life are deserving of higii repute.

'^i OHN WE.SLEY HICKMAN, a rising young

farmer, widely and favorably known in Ash

Grove Township, resides on section 29. He

was born in Lovcjoy Township, this county,

October 2, 1861, and is a son of James and Corneha

(Meharry) Hickman. His fatlier was a native of

Delaware, and when a young man emigrated to

Indiana, his marriage taking place in Warren

County. His wife was born and reared near Attica,

Tippecanoe County. Just after their marriage,

the}' emigrated to Illinois and settled on what is

now the old Hickman homestead, in Lovejoy

Township. The settlements in this community

were then widely scattered and it was an unim-

proved frontier region. Mr. Hickman secured one
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hundred and sixty acres of land from his father,

purchasing it at the usual price, and has since there

made his home, devoting his time and attention

to agricultural pursuits, lie now owns one thou-

sand acres of good land and is numbered among

the wealthy citizens of the community. His life

has been a success, and by his enterprising and

well-directed efforts he has secured a handsome

property. Himself and wife are active members

of tlie Methodist Episcopal Church, with which

they have been connected for years. He takes a

ver^' active part in church and Sunday-school

work and has served as Superintendent of the

Sundaj'-school. In the Master's vineyard he is an

earnest laborer and is one of Nature's noblemen.

In politics, he was formerly a Republican and is

now a stalwart Prohibitionist.

In the Hickman family are seven children yet

living, and two now deceased. Mrs. Margaret

Mitchell resides near Boswell, Ind.; John AV. is

the next younger; Lillie is the wife of Volentine

Randolph, of this county; Eva, Lucy, Wilber and

Luraan are all at home.

John Wesley Hickman, whose name heads this

record, spent his boyhood days on tlie old home-

stead. His early education, acquired in the com-

mon schools, was supplemented by stud}' in Onarga

Seminary, where he pursued a business course.

On attaining his majoritj', he bade good-bye to

home and started out for himself to earn liis own

livelihood. Going to Champaign County, he there

engaged in farming on land given him by his fa-

ther, and after three years he removed to his pres-

ent farm, which has been his home continuously

since 1886. It comprises two hundred and forty

acres of arable land, and the entire amount is

under a high state of cultivation and well im-

proved. He also owns eighty acres in Champaign

County.

In 1885, in Warren County, Ind., Mr. Hickman

married Miss Hope Burr, a native of that county.

She comes from the same family to which Aaron

Burr belonged. Unto them have been born three

cliildren: Pearl, Shirley and an infant, who are the

light of their parents' home.

In Ills political attiliations, Mi-. Hickman is a

Republican and his first Presidential vote was cast

in 1884 for James G. Blaine. Almost his entire

life has been passed in the county of his nativity,

and his stanchest friends are among those who

have known him from boyhood. He is held in

the highest respect and this esteem is well merited

by his many excellencies of character.

^,., UvSTIN F. PIERCE, a jeweler of Milford,

^i has tiie honor of being a native of Illinois.

I
li The place of his birth was Ford Countv,

^J)J and the date March 31, 1863. His father,

Charles Sanford Pierce, was born in Rehoboth,

Mass., September 14, 1827, and after attaining to

mature years wedded Mary Lucinda Fowler, whose

birth occurred March 16, 1825, in New York City.

Mr. Pierce is now engaged in farming near Mil-

ford and is one of the highly respected citizens

of the community. Of the Pierce family of seven

children, Mary, the eldest, was born January 1,

1849, in Pawtucket, R. I.; Marian W.,born October

16, 1851, in Marshall County, 111., is the wife of W.
W. Dale, a jeweler of Terre Haute, Ind, and they

have eight sons, all living; Emma died in childhood;

William F., born February 7, 1854, in Marshall

County, 111., died at the age of seven years; George

H., born December 12, 1856, in Livingston Count}',

111., married Miss Laura Mahoney, daughter of

John Mahoney, of Kirks Station, 111., and they reside

on a farm near Milford and have a famil}' of seven

children, three sons and four daughters; Austin of

this sketch is the next younger, and Charles H.,

who was born December 4. 1868, in Ford County,

completes the family. He married Anna Boyd, of

Terre Haute, Ind.

Austin Pierce, whose name licads this record, re-

mained on the home farm until about fifteen years

of age. At the age of eighteen he began serving

an api)renticeship to the jeweler's trade, working

with his brother-in-law, W. W. Dale, then of Mil-

ford. After serving an apprenticeship of about

four years, Mr. Dale removed to Terre Haute, Ind.,

Mr. Pierce succeeding him in business. Since

tliat time, or for a period of seven years, he has

been engaged in business for himself in this place.
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He began with a small stock, but as his financial

resources increased and his trade demanded it, lie

cnlarsfcd his facilities and now has a wcll-appuinled

store and is doing a good business.

On Ihc 13th of April, 1885, Mr. Pierce married

Miss Mary Brock, of Ash Grove, 111., where their

union was celebrated. The lady is a daughter of

Silas and Maria (Ayers) Brock, residents of Ash

Grove. Two children grace the union of our sub-

ject and his wife: Homer F. and Silas E. The par-

ents are both members of the Christian Church, in

which thc^- take quite an active interest. He is

also connected with some civic societies, holding

membership with Milford Lodge No. 211, K. P.,

and with the Modern Woodmen of America. In

politics he votes with the Republican party but has

never been. an office-seeker, preferring to devote his

lime and attention exclusively to his business, in

which he is meeting with good success. Mr. Pierce

is a young man, wide-awake and enterprising, and

his career will no doubt be a prosperous one.

^1 ACOB DII-:TER is a prominent farmer of

Ashkum Townslii[), and has made his home

for twenty-two years on section 1.3. He
was born on the 16th of January, 1841, in

Kleinhauscr, Hesse-Darastadt, Germany. He is a

son of Valentine and Elizabeth (Hebener) Dieter.

The former was a farmer by occupation, and in

1846, taking passage at Havre, they made the voy-

age to America. They were forty-five days upon

the broad Atlantic and cast anchor in New York

Harbor. Eroin there thej' came Westward, first to

Chicago, and from there they went to Du Page

County, III., where they settled on a farm. Their

original purcha.se consisted of one hundred and

sixty acres, which tract was slightly improved, and

had upon it a log cabin. Later the father purchased

.seventy acres additional, and spent the rest of his

life upon his place, engaged in agricultural pur-

suits. His death occurred in 1868, at the age of

fifty-five, but his wife is still living, residing upon

the old homestead. He was a member of the Cath-

olic Church, as have been all his family. Politically

he affiliated with the Democratic party. In their

family were seven sons, two of whom are now
deceased. Philip is in Chicago; JHchaeland Adam
are carrying on the home farm; Valentine is the

Ma3'or of Naperville. The three youngest of the

family were born in America.

Jacob Dieter is the fourth in order of birth of

his father's family, and came with him to America

when he was a child of five years. He received

his education in both the English and German

schools of Du Page County. His primary training

was acquired in one of the first schoolhouses er-

ected in the neighborhood where he lived. When
about sixteen years of age he left school, and re-

mained on the home farm until about thirty years

of age, engaged in helping his father in the duties

of the farm.

In Iroquois County, on the 26111 of September,

1871, Mr. Dieter was united in marriage with Eliz-

abeth Spitz. Slie was the daughter of Martin and

Elizabeth Spitz, and was born, reared and educated

in Du Page County, where her father is living at

eighty-three years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Dieter were

in Chicago upon their wedding trip at the time

of the great fire. To them these children have

been born: Emma, who is at home, and was educated

in St. Peter's School of Chicago; Matilda, who is

also at home, and is being educated at Kankakee;

Jacob, William, Elizabeth and Rose. The children

were all born upon the farm where they now re-

side, and were educated in the common schools.

The family are members of the Catholic Church of

Ashkum, and are liberal in its support.

After his marriage, Mr. Dieter settled upon iiis

farm, which he had purchased four years i)ievious.

At that time there were but few settlers, and the

prairie was wild and little improved. He com-

menced farming for himself on a tract of one hun-

dred and sixty acres, and has since iiicre.a.sed it to

two hundreil and fifty acres in a body, whicli is

well tiled and improved. He has upon it a good

home and other farm buildings, and has reached

independence and prosperity through his own
efforts and industr}'. He is a good .agriculturist,

and uses enterprising and modern ideas in carry-

ing on his farm work.

Our subject's first Presidental ballot was cast for
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McClellan in 1864, and ever since that time he has

been a stanch supporter of the Democratic part^-.

He has never sought or accepted offleial positions.

For ten 3'ears he has been identified with the

schools of tlie township as a Director, and takes a

prominent part in educational work. He has seen

and assisted in the development of this count}-,

and this brief sketch will be read by liundreds of

his fellow-citizens, who are all interested in his

success.

AMUEL F. EVERETT, who resides on

section 22, Ridgeland Township, owns and

operates a beautiful farm of one hundred

and thirty acres, which yields to him a

good income in return for the care and labor he

bestows upon it. He has many excellent improve-

ments upon the place, such as are found on a

model farm and which in connection with the

well-tilled fields attest the progressive spirit and

the enterprise of the owner, who is recognized as

one of the leading agriculturists of the commu-

nity. He also engages in importing and breeding

horses.

The life record of Mr. Everett is .is follows: He
was born in Windham County, Vt., on the 18th of

December, 1822, and is a son of Jacob and Mar}-

(Fish) Everett, whose f.amily numbered ten chil-

dren: The eldest died in infancy; Warren died

in 1852; Mary A. became the wife of Jesse Brown,

and died in 1854; Jeremiah departed this life in

181)1; Joel S., who was a Congregational minister,

engaged in missionary work in foreign fields, and

died in 1860 at Constantinople; Eunice M., wife of

Dexter Marsh, a geologist, is living in Greenfield,

Mass.; Elizabeth is the wife of Simeon Blodgett, a

resident farmer of Deerfield, Mass.; >Susan is tlie

wife of Obid Hall, a farmer living in the Green

Mountain State; Samuel F. is the next in order of

birth; and .lolui D. is engaged in farming near

Deerfield. The mother of this family died in

1832, and the death of the father occurred in

1850, having survived his wife about eighteen

years.

The subject of this sketch received a common-
school education, and b}- reading and observation

has become a well-informed man. He remained

under the parental roof until twenty years of age,

when he left home and hired out to work on a

farm at $10 per month. He was thus emplo^x'd

for three years, after which he went to Worcester,

Mass., where he learned the trade of machinist and

spent the succeeding three _years of his life. We
next find him a resident of Lawrence, Mass., where

he remained some seven j-ears. In 1854, he moved

to Rochester, N. Y., and there worked at his trade

till he came to Illinois. Emigrating Westward in

1856, he stopped in Elgin, 111., where he worked at

his ti'ade for a year. Upon coming to this State,

lie purchased eighty acres of land, his present

home, Lo Avliich he moved March 4, 1857. Since

that time, or for over a third of a centuiy, he has

resided upon that farm. He first purcliased eighty

acres of railroad land on section 22, Ridgeland

Township, but extended the boundaries of his

farm, as his financial resources were increased, by

the additional purchase of fifty acres.

On the 1st of December, 1850, Mr. Everett was

married to Miss Harriet C. Sweet, daughter of Ed-

ward and Sj-lvia (Crane) Sweet. Mrs. FIverett was

born in Bristol, Vt., March 27, 1825. Her father

was born in Pownel, and her mother in Bethel, Yt.,

in which State both spent their lives. Of their

twelve children, only four live: Mrs Everett,

Mrs. Jane S. Sutliff, of Lawrence, Kan.; Mrs. Adel-

iza M. Brooks, of Denver, Colo.; and John C, a

farmer of Arlington, Ore. Five ciiildren have

been born of this union: Jennie, who died in

1857; Carrie P., wife of John Hobhis, a farmer re-

siding in North Dakota; Edward S., who graduated

from the commercial and scientific department* of

the Gr.and Prairie Seminar}-, is living at home;

Charles W., who takes a prominent part in the

Methodist Episcopal Church work, graduated from

Onarga Seminary, also DePauw University, of

Greencastle, Tnd. After finishing his education

he was Principal of the public schools of Onarga

for two years, and then went to Denver, Colo.,
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.and after studying law in the office of Patter-

son & Edsall, was admitted into the firm ns

a partner. Hattie C, who is an active worker in

the Presbyterian Church, is at home.

Mr. and Mrs. Everett attend the Jlethodist

C'huioh.aiid in political sentiments, he is a Republi-

can. A public-spirited and progressive citizen, he

talces an active interest in all that pertains to the

welfare of the community, where for thirty-five

years he lias made his home and is held in high

resrard.

^l] , EisRY BU.SH, who is engaged in agricul-

I )l'
'''^i''"'' pursuits on his farm, which is located

J^^'' on section 29, Douglas Townsliip, is a na-

(^) five of the Buckeye State, his birth liaring

occurred in Muskingum County, on the 25th day

of ?'ebruary, 1835. He is a sou of William and

.Sarah Busli. The latter in her maidenhood bore

tlie name of McC'larey. The fatlier was born in

Harrison County, Ohio, while the raotiier was a

native of Maryland. The former followed the oc-

cupation of farming. In 1860, he moved by

teams to Illinois and located in Putnam, where he

became well-to-do. He was a Democrat in politics,

and his wife was a member of the Methodist

Church. Mr. Bush sprang from (Quaker stock. He

died when he had attained his seventy-seventh

year, and his wife passed away at the age of sixt}--

five. They had a family of eight children. Deb-

oraii married AVilliam P. Spencer, who was born

in Guernsey County, Ohio, April 8, 1832, and in

1866 came to La Salle County, where he followed

farming for a livelihood. He was a Republican in

politics and was an honored member of the Ma-

sonic and Odd Fellows' fraternities. On the 24th

of March, 1869, he was called to his final rest, leav-

ing two children, Mary L. and AVilliam I. Mrs.

Spencer now makes her home with our subject, and

is therefore identified with the interests and his-

tory of Iroquois County.

In order of l)irth Henry Bush is the second child

in his father's family. A sister, Sarah A., who is

the wife of Joseph Bush, also lives in Douglas

28

Township. John is a farmer of Putnam County,

111., and Lizzie makes her home in the same county.

Catherine married Mark Purviance and died in

Iowa. Mary died when a young lady, and Jane

lives in Pu'nam County.

Our subject was reared to the usual hard labor

of farm life, receiving such education as could be

obtained in the district schools of that period.

When twenty-two years of age, starting in the ac-

tive business of life for himself, be began farming

on a rented place. The first land he owned was a

tract of eighty acres of wild land, which he broke

and improved and then sold. Having purchased

his ])resent farm in company with his brother

John, he located on it in 1880. He has erected

many outbuildings and has otherwise improved

the place. He is tiling it throughout in a system-

atic manner and has made of his farm one of the

best in the township.

In polities, Mr. Bush's sympathies are with the

Democratic party, but he has never been a man to

push himself forward for official recognition. He

is a prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church of La Hogue, being a Trustee of the same.

By his business dealings with his fellow-citizens

he has won the reputation of being a man of strict

integrity and honor and is well and favorably

known throughout this section.

i>-^<l

ILLIAM LONG, an enterprising and highly

/\ll/
lespected farmer, who resides on section

'^l 27,Lovejoy Township, is of English birth.

He was born on the 27th of October, 1827, in Dev-

onshire, England, and is a son of William and

Jane (Lockyer) Long. His father was also born

in the same locality as our subject, and through-

out his entire life followed agricultural pursuits.

On crossing the Atlantic he first located in Can-

ada, where he remained from 1832 until 1815,

when he took up his residence in Kendall County,

111. He died at the age of sixty-nine years. His

wife was also born in Devonshire, and was called

to her final rest at the age of si.\ty-three years.

He was a member of the Latter Dav Saints, and
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she held merabevsbip with the Methodist Church.

Unto them were born six children, four sons and

two daughters, but all are now deceased with the

exception of our subject and his sister Ann, wife

of John Godwin, a resident farmer of La Salle

County. 111.

We now take up the personal histor_y of our

subject, who was only four years of age when his

parents left their native land and emigrated to

Canada, where his boyhood days were passed and

his education was acquired. He was a young man
of seventeen j^ears when he became a resident of

Kendall County, 111. Subsequently he removed to

La Salle County, where he engaged in farming for

eighteen years. He commenced life with a capital

of only 1200, but by his industrj', enterprise and

good management and the assistance of his esti-

mable wife he has worked his way upward to a

position of affluence.

Mr. Long was married on the 27th of Septem-

ber, 1849, to Miss Margaret Stewart, a native of

Canada, who resided in that country until seven-

teen years of age. Her father, Charles Stewart, is

a native of Pennsylvania, and farming has been

his chief occupation through life. He is now liv-

ing, at the advanced age of ninety years. His

wife, who was born in Canada, is now deceased.

There were thirteen children in their familj', three

sons and ten daughters, of whom seven are yet liv-

ing. ]Mrs. Long is the eldest; Clarissa is the wife

of Wells Morey, a farmer of Indiana; Charles re-

sides in Canada; Melinda is the wife of George

Jeflferj', of Canada; Eliza Ann is the wife of John

Thompson, who is living in Canada; Thomas re-

sides in the same country; and Nellie is the wife

of John Bruner, of Canada. Seven children

graced the union of our subject and his wife, four

sons and three daughters, of whom five are living:

Mary Jane is the wife of Aaron B. Frj', a farmer

of La Salle County; Harriet is the wife of William

Linfoot, a farmer of Prairie Green Township;

Newton is married and follows farming in Love-

joy Township; Hari'v is married and operates the

home farm; and Maggie is still under the [larental

roof.

Mr. Long has always been a stanch supporter of

the Republican party. He has served as School

Director, but has never been a politician in the

sense of office-seeking. Himself and wife are mem-
bers of the Church of Latter Day Saints in La Salic

County. Their farm comprises three hundred and

twenty acres of rich land under a high state of

cultivation and well improved, and its neat ap-

pearance indicates his thrift and enterprise. He
is a man of strict integrit}'; his word is as good as

his bond, and his friends are man3'.

r |4.4.4.4.i

NDREW L. CARTER, who is now living

in Cissna Park, was born in Guernsey

County, Ohio, July 25, 1835. His father,

James Carter, was also a native of the

Buckeye State and was reared upon a farm; he also

learned the blacksmith's trade in his youth. He mar-

ried Miss NancjJ^ Haskett, a native of Alexandria,

Va.,who when a child went with her parents to Ohio.

Her father served in the War of 1812 and her

grandfather served in the Revolution under (ien.

Putnam. In 1853, the parents of our subject re-

moved to Benton County, Ind., and in February,

1856, came to Iroquois County by team. The

members of the familj- .settled on different farms

in Artesia and Pigeon Grove Townships. The

county was wild and unimproved, the settlements

were few, and one could ride for miles over the

prairies without fences or buildings to impede

progress. Mr. Carter improved several farms in this

locality and also engaged in blacksmithing. His

death occurred at Forest, Livingston Count}-, and

his wife died at the home of her son. In politics,

he was a Whig and afterward a Republican, and

he and his wife were both active members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church.

In the Carter family were three sons and a

daughter, of whom our subject is the eldest. Will-

iam S., who was born in Ohio and for three years

during the late war served in the Twent^y-sixth

Indiana Infantry, was wounded in the ankle at

^'icksburg and died as the result of his injuries

in Buckley, III.; Elizabeth died in Ross County,

Ohio, at the age of fifteen years; James M. is en-

gaged in merchandising in Forest, III,
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Andrew Carter spent his earl3- boyhood days in

Ohio. His advantages were indeed meag-re; he

probably never attended school more than seven-

teen days in his life, but educated himself through

his own efforts and also taught his father to read.

In 1853 he went to Indiana, driving a herd of cat-

tle to Benton Count3'. He had previously been

tliere and had earned his first money by splitting

rails at thirty-seven and one-half cents per hun-

dred. In the spring of 1854, he returned to Ohio

and brought ins parents to the Hoosier State, and

two years later the}' all came together to Iroquois

County. Mr. Carter was mariied in Benton Count}'

September 20, 1855, to Lucinda Ladd, who was

born September 1.3, 1835, and reared in Pike

County, Oliio.

On the 22d of July, 1862, Mr. Carter enlisted at

Ash Grove, in Company K, Seventy-sixth Illinois

Infantry, under Capt. Joseph Davis and Col. A. W.
Mack, of Kankakee. He bade good-l\ye to li is fam-

ily, and at Kankakee joined the regiment, which

was the first in the field after the call for troops in

1862. They went to Columbus. Ky., thence to

Bolivar and afterward to La Grange, Tenn. Sub-

sequently, they went to Vicksburg, Miss., and for

forty days and nights our subject participated in

the siege of that city, being present at its surren-

der on the 4th of July. He now has in his posses-

sion a piece of the tree under which the surrender

took place. The Seventy-sixth Regiment next

participated in the battle of Jackson under Gen.

Sherman, then made a forced march back to Vicks-

l)urg, and thence went to Natchez. With Sherman

they participated in the Meridian campaign from

the 3d of February until ibe 4th of March, and

Mr. Carter was made First Sergeant of the com-

pany. The regiment was afterward transferred

from Sherman's army to Gen. Smith's command to

aid in the Red River Expedition. Subsequently,

they went up the Yazoo River and participated in

the battles of Burton, Danville and Yazoo Cit}-.

On the 1st of July, 1864, they started for Jackson-

ville under Gen. Slocum. A sharp fight occurred

on the 7th and the regiment was cut off from the

command, but it cut its way tlirough the rebel

lines again, losing, however, one hundred and one

men. They went up the Mississijipi to the mouth

of the White River and then to Memphis to drive

off Forrest. On the 31st of December, 1864, the

troops boarded a steamer for New Orleans and

from there went to Mobile Bay and Pensaeola,

They participated in the capture of Ft. Blakely,

having marched through the swamps and endured

many harclships. The Seventy-sixth Regiment

charged the works, captured the garrison and

planted the first flag, but the company to which

Mr. Carter belonged lost one-half of its number.

He had his clothes pierced four times, thus nar-

rowly escaping. Tliis was the last important bat-

tle in which he participated. He was a valiant

and faithful soldier, ever found at his post of

duty, and for meritorious conduct was commis-

sioned Second Lieutenant.

.Since the war, Mr. Carter has made his home con-

tinuously in this community, with the exce|)tion of

four j-ears spent in the West, from 1880 until 1884.

He has traveled extensively in the AVest and for

two years engaged in mining in Colorado, he and

three others going into the Grand River countr}'

in the midst of the Indians. Of late years, he has

resided in Cissna Park, where he has a comfortable

home.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carter have boon born seven

children: Arthur E., a railroad engineer residing in

St. Louis; Margaret J., deceased, wife of Thomas
Mell; Andrew M., a photographer of Cissna Park;

Mary E., wife of Andrew Poleson, a farmer of

Hastings, Neb.; Wadsworth, who is living in Ar-

gentine, Ark.; Edward, who lives in Hastings; and

Leroy at home.

Mr.Carter is Past Post Commander of G. H. Neeld

Post No. 576, G. A.R.,and has filled all the offices

in the Knights of Pj'thias Lodge to which he be-

longs. He cast his first Presidential vote for

Abraham Lincoln, whom he saw in La Fayette,

Ind.,and has since been a stalwart Republican. He
was a great admirer of John A. Logan, whom lie

thinks was the most brilliant military character of

the late war. For a time, he was under his com-

mand, knew the General personally, and warned

him about cro.ssing a hill at Vicksburg. For thirty-

six years, Mr. Carter has resided in this county

«nd is numbered among its honored pioneers. He

has experienced all the hardsliips and trials of



620 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

frontier life, has ever borne his part in the up-

building and development of the county, and is a

leading citizen of the community, highly respected

for his sterling worth.

•?^ ^^

' SA BERRY ROFF, an honored pioneer of

Iroquois County, now Police Magistrate

and ex-offlcio Justice of the Peace of Wat-

seka, was born in Morris County, N. J.,

September 13, 1818, and is a son of Joseph and

Mary (Conger) Roflf. When our subject was but

a child of three years, he accompanied his parents

to Newark, N. Y., where his father died three

years later, leaving his widow and children in de-

pendent circumstances. After the father's death,

the mother returned with her fannly to New Jersey,

where Asa was taken b3' an uncle to be reared.

When he was thirteen years of age, our subject

was apprenticed by an uncle to a shoemaker and

learned that trade, his terra of service expiring at

the age of nineteen years. He started out for

himself with a cash capital of $2.25. His first

stopping place was Albanj', N. 1'., where he worked

for a time, and then started to Michigan, locating

in Washtenaw County, that State. On the 2d of

March, 1839, he set out for Indiana, traveling on

foot to Ft. Wayne. Not finding employment

there, he went to Logan sport of the same State,

where he worked that summer. In August, with

his brother, he went down the river in canoes

which they had themselves manufactured, to In-

dependence, where he made a settlement. He was

there married, January 3, 1841, to Miss Ann Fen-

ton, a native of Virginia, and a daughter of Eleaser

Fenton.

Mr. Roff continued to reside in Warren County,

Ind., where he was engaged in the boot and shoe

business until the fall of 1847. He then came to

Iroquois County, 111., arriving in Middleport, then

the count}' seat, on the 3d of September. He
opened a shoe-shop in that place and continued

business there until 1852, when he bought an in-

terest in a sawmill, in what is now Watseka, and

was engaged in the manufacture of lumber for

eighteen months. In early life, he was a Whig in

politics, and was appointed Postmaster of Middle-

port in 1849, serving in that capacity four years.

In 1854, he was elected Sheriff and was ex-officio

Collector for Iroquois County for two years. The

county was not then under township organization.

He read law and was admitted to the Bar in the

spring of 1857, entering upon the practice of his

profession as a partner of Robert Doyle, with

whom he was connected for several 3'ears.

Mr. and Mrs. Roff were blessed with a family of

ten children, but only four are now living: Will-

iam A., the eldest, died at the age of two years;

George W. died in infancy; Minerva R. became

the wife of Dr. H. H. Alter, who is Assistant Cashier

of the First National Bank of Watseka, and the lady

herself is proprietor of a well-stocked book and

stationery store, which she conducts in a success-

ful and business like manner; Mary E. died at the

age of nineteen years. A remarkable cure of an al-

leged insane girl of Watseka is credited to the lat-

ter's spiritual influence some twelve years after her

death, a full account of which is published in

pamphlet form, under the title of "The Watseka

Wonder." Frances L. died in infancy. Joseph A.

married Ella Eddinger and is the present General

Freight Agent at Council Bluffs, Iowa, for the Chi-

cago & Rock Island Railroad. Fenton E. is book-

keeper in the Citizens' State Bank of Council

Bluffs, Iowa. Gaylord A. died at the age of one

and a-half years. Frank J. resides in Kansas City.

Charles C. died May 29, 1885, when nearly twenty-

four years of age.

In the spring of 1857, Mr. Roff, on account of

the ill health of his son Joseph, took his family to

Texas, hoping for benefit for the invalid from a

change of climate, and was gone about a year. On
his return to Middleport, he engaged in the prac-

tice of law. When the South Middleport, or AVat-

seka, postoflice was established in 1863, he was ap-

pointed its first Postmaster and served until 1866.

He was elected Justice of the Peace, but resigned

the office in June, 1879, removing to Garden City,

Kan., near where his sons had made claims and in-

vested considerable money. He was disappointed,

however, in finding the climate too dry for profit-

able farming, and removed to Emporia of the same
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State, where he spent a year. He next went to

Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he resided two years,

and subsequently located in Kansas City, where he

made his home until 1885. He then returned to

Watseka, where he has since resided.

In the spring of 1889, Mr. Roff was elected

Police Magistrate for a term of four years, and is

ex-oHicio Justice of the Peace. A year or two be-

fore the deatli of the late Hon. Micajah Stanley,

Jlr. Roff was, at that gentleman 's request, appointed

conservator of his estate. The duties of the posi-

tion were intricate and delicate, owing to the ex-

tent and varietj' of property interests involved

and the complicated condition of Mr. Stanley's

business affairs. Mr. Roff proved equal to the re-

sponsible duties of the position and settled up the

business justly and fairly, and greatly to the ad-

vantage of the estate.

In politics, our subject was a Repul)lican until

1872, since which lime he has voted independently,

but generally supports the Democratic candidates,

lie was the first Odd Fellow to settle in Iroquois

County, and was a charier member of Iroquois

Lodge No. 74, of which he was tlie first Noble

Grand. He joined the Masonic order in Onarga

in 1858, and is now a member of Watseka Lodge

No. 44C, A. F. & A. M., and Watseka Chapter No.

114, R. A. M.

Mr. Roff erected the first frame house on the site

of Watseka, Iniilt the first fine brick residence in

tlie town, and was at one time a large property

owner. In an early day, believing that farming

lanrls in Eastern Illinois were bound to advance

ra|)idly in value, he invested extensively in raw

land, on which he paid only i)art down. Aluch of

this land he sold at a good advance to actual set-

tlers, but on small payments down and subject, of

course, to the first mortgage, securing himself by a

second. Ordinarily, this arrangement would be

perfectly safe, but a succession of wet seasons

prevented the settlers from securing crops and

consequently from paj-ing their interest. In the

meantime, in order to protect, himself, Mr. Roff,

while receiving no interest, was obliged to pay in-

terest on the first mortgage. This condition of

things continued four years. About this time, the

financial troubles of 1873, 1874 and 1875 came on,

depreciating values and making sales of realty

diflicult. Under the circumstances, Mr. Roff had

to submit to foreclosure and loss of the property,

while holding some $20,000 worth of paper against

the property which was made worthless. In this

manner he has sustained the loss of a large and

valuable property which caused his financial ruin,

from which he has never recovered. In spite of

his business misfortunes, Mr. Roff has maintained

his usual cheerfulness, and has made the best of

life, as has his worthy wife, never allowing their

troubles to sour them or to change their happy

fainil3' relations or friendships. Probably no man

to-day is more highly esteemed in the community

or enjoys the confidence and respect of his fellow-

citizens in a fuller degree than the subject of this

sketch. He is generous to a fault, just, considerate

and independent. He practices what he teaches, as

his neighbors know, and lets the broad mantle of

charity cover a multitude of faults, rather than

condemn too severely the erring.

'JT|' OHN C. FOWLER is a prominent contrac-

tor and builder, and also occupies the posi-

tion of Police Magistrate, and is the present

^^ Postmaster of Ashkum. His birth occurred

in Monongalia County, W. Va., on the 6th of

October, 1838. He is a son of John and Sarah B.

(Costello) Fowler, both natives of Virginia. The

grandfather of our subject, Nehemiah Fowler, was

born in the United States, but was of English de-

scent. A family' of this name settled in Virginia

at an early day.

John Fowler, Sr., was a wagon-maker by trade,

and was also a carpenter. He removed to Jack-

son County, Ohio, about 1850, where he was one

of the pioneers, and where his brother had set-

tled some years previous. He followed his trade

there for over twenty years, and was highly hon-

ored and beloved in that section of the country.

He departed this life in 1872. His wife, who was

of Irish parentage, died several years before his

removal to Ohio.
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Our subject is the only son of a family of six

cLilflien, who grew to mature years and are still

living. He reached man's estate in Jackson County
and had the advantage of a good common-school

and higher education at the Ohio University at

Athens. After completing his studies, he engaged

in teaching in tlie Ohio scliools for about a year,

and then turned his attention to carpentering,

which trade he had learned with his father in

early life. At that occupation he continued until

the breaking out of tlie Civil War.

In Februar}', 1863, Mr. Fowler enlisted in the

One Hundred and Ninety-first Ohio Infantr_y, be-

coming a member of Company B. He was with

his regiment in the Shenandoah Valley and par-

ticipated in several skirmishes, but was in no reg-

ular battle. He served until the close of the war,

receiving his discharge in December, 1865, at

Columbus, Ohio, after which he returned home and

joined his family in Gallia Count}-.

On the 25th of August, 1859, Mr. Fowler had

married Miss Amanda R. Badgele}', who was

born and grew to womanliood in Gallia County,

Ohio. She was a daughter of George Badgele}-, an

esteemed resident of that section. Unto Mr. and

Mrs. Fowler five children have been born: George

N. is married and resides in Kappa, 111., where

he is a railroad agent. He is a young man of

good education and business ability. Lillie E. is

a successful teacher; Sarah is the efficient Deputy

Postmistress of Ashkum; Ella, who resides at home,

is an artist and does both fine needle-work and

painting; Willie is still under the parental roof.

Until 1868, Mr. Fowler engaged in contracting

and building in Ohio, but in the spring of that

year emigrated to Illinois, arriving in Iroquois

County in March. He located first on a farm one

mile west of Ashkum, where he built a residence

and opened up and improved his land, still con-

tinuing his business of contracting and building.

About thi' year 1873, he removed to the village

of Ashkum and built a residence here. He has

been a contractor and builder in this county for

man}' years, and many residences, business houses

and other structures in this locality show his

architectural skill and handiwork.

Mr. Fowler, though formerly a Democrat, is

now a supporter of the Republican party. He
has held a number of official positions of trust

and honor, and has proved himself admirably

qualified to discharge the duties of such. He was

first elected to serve as Collector, and was then

made Assessor. He has served as Police Magis-

trate for sixteen consecutive years with fidelity

and zeal. He was also appointed Census Enumer-

ator in both 1880 and 1890. He was appointed

Postmaster of Ashkum in February, 1891, and still

occupies that position. He takes an active inter-

est in political and local affairs, and has served

ns a, delegate to numerous county conventions.

Mrs. Fowler and her daughters are members of

the Methodist Epis<copal Church, and are among
its best workers. Mr. Fowler is a memljer of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows of Ashkum,

of which he is Past Grand. He is now serving

as the Secretary of the lodge. He is a represent-

ative citizen of the community, and has won the

confidence and respect of all with whom he has

come in contact by his upright and sterling quali-

ties.

g*
... ^^_j,-^f^ .0. .

g -

AVID MrGILL, President of the First

National Bank of Watseka, and an hon-

((^jff^ ored pioneer of Iroquois County, was

born in the city of Newport, R. I., March

2, 1831, and with his parents emigrated to Illinois

in 1838. After a short time spent in Chicago they

settled on Government land in what was then

known as Hawkins' Settlement, near Bourbonnais

Grove, at that time a part of Iroquois County. The

father of our subject had bought a claim, the land

not then being in the market, and began to improve

it. The summer of 1839 proved to be very hot

and dry and the most unhealthy season ever known

in the Kankakee Valley, almost entire families being

carried off by bilious or miasmatic fevers. The

father, mother and one brother of our subject died

within a short time, leaving four small children,

too young to care for themselves, to be cast upon

the charity of a stricken and demoralized com-

munity. David and his sister were cared for by

Squire Hill, who kept a tavern up the river near
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the old Hubbard trail leading from Chicago to

Danville and on the site of the present city of

Monience. Over this trail all the produce of the

country was hauled by wagon to Chicago. It so

liappened that John Strean, a pioneer of Belmont

Township, Iroquois Count}', was returning from

market and stopped with Mr. Hill. Learning the

story of David's misfortune, and liking his appear-

ance, he asked tiie boy to go home with him to live,

arrangements to that effect being made.

Our subject continued to live with his benefac-

tor until twenty-one years of age and b}' his fidel-

ity and inrtusti-}- fully justified the good impres-

sion Mr. Strean had formed of him. His intelli-

gence, honesty of purpose and prudent care for

the interests of his kind patron, entirely won the

confidence of Mr. Strean, who made David the

manager of his large farm and all the stock it con-

tained. Mrs. Strean, or "Aunt Jaue" as she was

familiarl}' called, doted on the bo}', for he was not

only industrious, but was kind and consideiate to

the members of the familj-. In his earlj' years,

owing to the sparsely settled condition of the

county and poverty of the new settlers, David

found little advantage of education, but when of

age, with his limited savings he determined to do

what he could to remedy the loss which he had

sustained. He became a student of Asl)urv, now
De Pauw, University, of Greencastle, Ind. lie

studied liard and made the best use of his time,

and when forced to discontinue his studies for the

want of means to complete the course, he engaged

actively in farming in Belmont Township and

soon accumulated sufficient means to make the

first pa^-ment on a farm of his own. He pushed

his farm work with energy, raised slock and

cleared himself of debt.

On the loth of November, 1855, Mr. McGill

was married in Belmont To" nship to Miss Jane

Wagner. She was born in that township and is a

daughter of Jacob and Charlotte Wagner, both

now deceased. Having established a reputation

for industry and integrity, Mr. McGill was offered

the use of capital to invest as he saw fit. He ac-

cepted the offer and purchased land, then selling

at a low figure. As he could dispose of his prop-

erty to advantage and good profit, he did so and

paid off his obligations or bought more land until

he owned in his own right a large number of

acres. His possessions now aggregate eleven hun-

dred and sixty acres, all in Iroquois County. In

1870, he removed to Watseka and became asso-

ciated with Maj. George C. Harrington in the es-

tablishment of the First National Bank of that

place, of which he was chosen Vice-president, and

since 1890 he has been its President. A history

of the bank is given elsewhere in this work.

Mr. McGill and his wife have been blessed with

a family of eight chililren, three sons and five

daughters, of whom all are living except one son.

Clara, the eldest, is the wife of R. W. Hilscher. a

prominent lawyer of Watseka, and lately State's

Attorney for Iroquois County; Thurston married

Miss Hettie Martin and is a grain and coal mer-

chant of Watseka; Dora is the wife of George W.

Eastburn, a banker of Sheldon, 111.; Lida married

Porter Martin, a merchant of Watseka; Minnie is

a student in DePauw University; Fred is employed

in the bank with his father; Bertie, twin brother

of Fred, died when eight months old; and As-

enath, the youngest is attending the Watseka High

Scliool.

Mr.,McGill was chosen Assessor at the first elec-

tion under township organization. He repre-

sented Belmont Township for two j'cars in the

County Board and was a recognized leader in that

body. For four j'ears he held the office of Assist-

ant United States Assessor for his district under

President Lincoln, but was removed under John-

son's administration, he being a Republican up to

the time of the Independent movement in 1872,

and was reappointed under Grant's first administra-

tion. Mr. McGill is a member of Watseka Lodge No.

446, A. F. & A. M. His family are members of

the >Iethodist Church, to which lie has contributed

very liberall)'.

The history of the life of this worthy man

teaches a moral and should serve to encourage the

young who are left in want of friends and fortune.

In the tender years of childhood he was left to

fight the battle of life as best he could, friendless

and penniless. To be sure he was fortunate in

falling into good hands, but had he not possessed

the elements of character that won the confidence
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and trust of those worthy friends, it would have

served him but little. His success in life was won
by the sterling qualities of integrity, industry' and
a conscientious regard for the faithful discharge

of all trusts reposed in him and for the duty of

tlie hour, however distasteful or arduous it may
have been. He possesses great energy and earnest-

ness of purpose, sagacious and reliable judgment,

combined with forethought. With such elements

of character, backed by strict integrity and love of

justice, he could not fail of success.

^^^ HARLES F. RAPP, a well-known and promi-

[l( _ nent farmer residing on section 1, Ash

^^^ Grove Township, claims Missouri as the

State of his nativity. He was born near St. Louis

on the 11th of September, 1846. His father was

born in Germany in 1819, and in his youth learned

the mason's trade. In 1841, he crossed the Atlan-

tic to New Orleans, made his w.ay up the Missis-

sippi and located in St. Louis, where he was mar-

ried, in 1845, to Caroline Schwartz, who came to

America during her girlhood. Jacob Rapp \)-orked

at the mason's trade until 1848, and in 1850 he

embarked in farming in Marshall County. He
was afterward a resident of Bureau County, 111.,

for eleven years, and then purchased a f.nrm in

Woodford County. He is now living retired in

INIinonk, 111. He has been an industrious and

hard-working man, but his enterprising efforts

have been at length successful. In religious be-

lief, be is a Lutheran, and in his political affilia-

tions he is a Democrat. His wife died Jul^- 7,

1872, at the age of forty-eight \'ears.

In the Rapp family' were four sons and three

daughters, of whom Charles F. is the eldest; Mary

is a resident of this State; John is a farmer of Liv-

ingston County; Sophia is the wife of Peter Wal-

ter, of Nebraska; Edward is a farmer of Living-

ston County; Emma is the wife of Philip Walter,

of Nebraska; and George resides on the old home-

stead in Woodford County.

Mr. Rapp, whose name heads this record, spent

his boyhood days in his native State and acquired

his education in its public schools. He was early

inured to hard labor. He remained at home until

twenty-tliree years of age, and then began farming

for himself, purchasing forty acres of land from his

father. He afterward bought another forty-acre

tract, and operated Ins farm in Livingston County

until 1882, when he sold out and came to Iroquois

Count3-. He here pureliased one hundred and

seventy-five acres of good land, and now has one

of the desirable farms Of the community. His

home is a pleasant residence; his barns and out-

buildings are models of convenience; he has the

latest improved machinery; many rods of tiling

iiave been laid, and the well-tilled fields yield to

him a golden tribute. In connection with the cul-

tivation of his land, he is also engaged in stock-

raising.

On the 15th of July, 1869, Mr. Rapp was united

in marriage, in Woodford County, with Miss Lena

Miller, a native of Hanover, Germany, born No-

vember 6, 1848. She is a daughter of Simon

Miller, who was born in Hanover in 1819. He

married Gertrude Ostenburg, and emigrated to

America in 1874. He first located in Livingston

County, 111., but is now residing in Cliampaign

County. The famil3^ numbered the following

children: Folke, who now resides in Germany;

Gertie, wife of Gerhardt Lennes, of Milford Town-

ship; Frank, of Cliampaign County; Barbara, who

is living in Nebraska; Mrs. Rapp; Grace, who re-

sides in Champaign County; and Gete, who lives

with her parents. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rapp have

been born twelve children: Jacob, born June 11,

1870, died in January, 1888, aged eighteen years;

Lizzie, born October 19, 1871, is the wife of AVill-

iam Schaumburg,of Milford Township; Mina, born

January 11, 1873, is the wife of A. Smith, a farmer

of Crescent Township; Henry, born April 1, 1874,

died in infancy; Mary, born July 24, 1876; Annie,

October 24, 1879; Gertrude, August 24, 1880;

Henry, February 7, 1882; Frank, October 20, 1884;

Sophia, May 18, 1886; Lena, March 5, 1888;

and Emma, February 15, 1890.

During the late war Mr. Rapp wished to enter

the service, but as he was not of age his father

prevented him. He cast his first vote for Sey-

mour, and has since been a supporter of the Demo-
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cratic party, but has never been an oHice-seeker.

He has lived the quiet, unassuraiug life of a

farmer, and liy his sterling worth has won the high

regard of all with whom he has been brought in

contact. His success in life is the reward of his

own efforts. He started out to earn his own live-

lihood with no capital, but by perseverance, energy

and well-directed effoits he has achieved a com-

fortable competence, which numbers him among
the substantial citizens of the eoninumitv.

r

U' Keys

lEORGE !McCANN, a well-known contractor

builder of Oilman, is a native of the

ystone .State, his birth having occurred

July 15, 1846, in Dauphin C()unt3-. He is a sou of

John and Rachel (Martin) McCann. His father

was born in Dauphin County and was of Scotch

descent, while his mother was a native of Lan-

caster County. Their marriage was celebrated at

Elizaliethtown, Pa. For a livelihood, the father

followed the milling business, and died when about

tliirtj--six years of age, leaving one son, our sub-

ject. Mrs. McCaun afterward married a Mr.

.Sweigert and had one daughter. After his death,

she w.is joined in wedlock with Daniel .Sanders, by

whom she had six children, two sons and four

daughters. She is still living at Marj-sville, Pa.

Our subject was reared on a farm and received

ver^' limited educational advantages in his early

life, attending school but a few weeks each year.

Until about fifteen years old, he lived with his

grandfather Martin. At that time, he worked for

wages on a farm. AVhen seventeen 3'ears of age,

he apprenticed himself to learn the carpenter's and

joiner's trade, serving three years. From the first

he received ^1 per day, and during harvest time

had four weeks to work for himself. Having com-

pleted his apprenticeship, he still worked a year

and a-half under instruction. In 1871, he came

to Illinois, and in June of that year arrived in Oil-

man, where for over twent}- years he has made his

home.

On the "iSth of September, 1871. he married Miss

P^lizabeth Ilrich, a daughter of Samuel and Sarah

(Scheier) Urich, both of whom are natives of

Pennsylvania and of German descent. Mrs. Mc-

Cann is one of eleven children, of whom four were

sons and seven daughters. She was born in

Dauphin County, Pa., November 28, 1849, and

came toGilman in 1871. To them have been born

four children: John assists his father; George A.

is learning the cari)enter's trade; Frank and Fan-

nie A.

Both Mr. McCann and his wife are members

of the Presbyterian Church, where they are ear-

nest workers and of which he is an Elder. Politic-

ally, he was a Republican until 1886, since which

time he has been a Prohibitionist. Socially, he is

a member of the Odd Fellows' fraternity. For

twenty-nine jears, he has worked at his trade and

is accounted a skillful mechanic and a reliable

contractor. Among the best buildings he has

erected are those belonging to Holch, West, Kni-

bloe and Ashman, residents of Oilman, besides

some of the best residences in the county. He has

erected the Lutheran, Baptist and Presbyterian

Churches, and completed the Methodist Church.

He is recognized as the leading contractor of Gil-

man, and his business abilities are such as have

won him success and have made him one of the

honored and siibstantial citizens of this commun-

ity.

J=N8^1 H> 1^^

J'

I

OHN B. WILSON, who resides on section 7,

I

Lovejoy Township, has long been one of

, the prominent and influential citizens of

s5_/y Iroquois County, and is widely known
throughout the State as well. He needs no special

introduction to the people of this locality, for he

has been so prominent in public affairs and has aided

so materiall}- in the upbuilding and development

of the county and the promotion of its best inter-

ests, that he is known personall}' or by reputation

to all.

Mr. Wilson was born in Warren County, Ind.,

April 7, 1836. His father, Lewis Wilson, a native

of Cabell County, W. Va., was born in 1811. He

was reared near Bismarck, 111., and was educated in
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the primitive schools of the frontier. In June,

1836, he went to the lead mines near Galena, 111.,

and Dodgeville, Wis. In 1838, he removed with

his family to Lee County, in the Territory of Iowa,

becoming one of its pioneers. The red men were

still numerous in that locality and the work of

civilization and progress seemed scarcely begun.

The father died in 1844, at the earl}' age of thirty-

three 3-ears, when our subject was a lad of seven

summers. John still has in his possession a copy-

book which was used by his father in school in

Januar}', 1833, and it is a much-prized relic. Mr.

Wilson was a generous and benevolent man, of

noble Christian character, highly respected by all

who knew him. In politics be was a Democrat,

being a native of the locality where lived " the

sage of Monticello," who was the founder of old-

time Democracy.

The mother of our subject, who bore the maiden

name of .Sarah McConnell, was born in the Buck-

e^'e State, December 15, 1814, and is yet living at

the advanced age of seventj'-eight years, her

home being in Harper County, Kan. She acquired

her education in the common schools and is yet a

great reader, delighting in good books. She also

keeps herself well informed on the current events

of the day, jiossessing a remarkable memory for

one of her years. When her husband died; with

her famil}' of four children she removed to Ma-

haska County, Iowa, in July, 1844, and built one

of the first pioneer homes in Oskaloosa. Prior to

this she can well remember when the AVinnebago

Indians of Wisconsin used to go past her home on

their way to Prairie du Chien to receive their pay

from the Government and then back to their wig-

wams. AVhen residing in Lee Count\', Iowa, the

Indians would often come to her home and ask

her to cook their food. Mr. Wilson, our subject,

tells how on one occasion two big Indians came to

his mother and asked her to let them cook a

turkey. She acquiesced, and after preparing it

they ate the whole fowl. In the Wilson family

were four children, two sons and two daughters,

of whom our subject is tlie eldest. He has one

sister living, Mary E., tiie wife of William Stroup,

a resident farmer of Harper County, Kan. The

two other children are deceased.

The family from which Mr. Wilson is descended

on his mother's side, the McConnells, was founded

in America during early Colonial days and is noted

for longevity. The maternal grandmother of our

subject reached the advanced age of eighty-seven

years. Her cousins, a famih' by the name of

Jolly, resided near Chillicothe, Ohio, during the

War of 1812, and all were murdered by the Indians,

except one child, William JoU}', whom the sav-

ages held in captivity for several years. He was

afterwards liberated, and our subject well remem-

bers the stories told by " Uncle " William Jolly

about his life with the Indians. Another cousin

of Mr. Wilson's mothai- was Judge Cradlebaugh,

who was prominent in the history of Utah as an

opponent of polygamy-.

AVe now take up the personal historj' of the

gentleman whose name heads this record. The

first two 3'ears of his life were spent in AVisconsin,

after which he was taken to the Territory of Iowa,

where he remained for seven years, and from that

time was a resident of Indiana until eighteen

years of age. His school privileges were very

meagre. He could attend only in the winter sea-

son, but by self-culture, study, observation and

experience, in later years he has made himself not

only a well-informed but a highly educated man.

He attended the first school ever held in Mahaska

County, Iowa. Until eighteen years of age his

life was spent upon a farm. He then left home,

on the 2l5t of February, 1854, journej-ed West- ,

ward, and on the 4th of March sailed from New
York for California, as a passenger on the "North-

ern Light" of the Nicaragua Line. He stopped

for a time on the Island of Jamaica, and from

there went to the San Juan River, where he

changed steamers. At the Rapids they struck

Lake Nicaragua, which it took twelve hours to

cross. Crossing Central America to the Pacific

Ocean, he sailed on the "Sierra Nevada" for San

Francisco, where he landed April 2, 1854, After

spending the night there, he started for Sacramento,

and from there went to the Placer Diggings, where

gold was first discovered. He reached his desti-

nation with only ^3 in his pocket, but after a

year's mining started for home with $2,000 in

gold dust. He sailed from San Francisco, January
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16. 1855, on the stcnnier "Sonor.a," bound for Pan-

ama, crossed the Isthmus on the first tlirougli

train whicli ever made the trip, and sailed at once

from Aspinwall on the "Star of the West" for New
York, where lie arrived on the 8th of February.

In company with lii;- comrade, Thomas Howard,

for whom he had formed a dee|) attachment, he

made his w^ay to Philadelpliia, where he had his

gold dust coined.

On the 16th of February, 1855, Jlr. Wilson was

again in Warren Count}-, but immediately after-

wards came to Iroquois County and purchased

two hundred acres of raw prairie land, upon wiiich

not a furrow had been turned or an improvement

made. No settlements were near him, and in

Lovejoj' Township there were few inhabitants.

John Crawfoid resided upon what is now the

farm of Charles Dawson. On the " Red Pump
F"arm " were Andrew Endslcy and William Scott.

John Finney made his home on the farm now
owned by J. L. Hamilton, and John Robinson and

Charles Hildreth also lived in the neighborhood.

Mr. Wilson gave $1,000 for his land. During the

I summer of 1855, he broke prairie with oxen and

kept "bachelor's liali." He shared in all the experi-

ences and hardships of pioneer life and has wit-

nessed almost the entire growth of the county.

i When coming across the countiy he saw, about

three miles from where William .Scott now resides,

a herd of over eighty deer. There were also many
wolves and mucli wild game, and as Mr. Wilson

was very fond of liunting he always kept his table

supplied with meat. The first building which he

erected was 16x26 feet and contained only two

rooms. It is still standing in a fair state of pres-

ervation, one of the few landmarks of pioneer days

that yet remain.

On the 28th of February, 1856, Mr. Wilson

married Miss Eliza Jane Hickman, a native of Mis-

souri, and unto them were born three sons and
four daughters, of whom six are yet living. Mary
E. is the wife of A. Pate, whose sketch is given

elsewhere in this work; William Clayton is now
deceased; Sadie A. is the wife of Alonzo Hall, a

farmer of Milford. Thomas Newton, who is married

and resides in Hern, Ark., possesses considerable

inventive genius and has invented an auger which

bores a square hole; Martha F. is the wife of C. A.

Dawson, a druggist of Milford, who is represented

elsewhere in this work; Eliza Jane is the wife of

Walter Braddon. a merchant of Watseka; Lewis

resides with his father and is his partner in the

grain business in Hickman, 111. Thechildrcn were

all provided with good educational advantages,

which fitted them for the practical duties of life,

and have become useful and respected members of

.society. The mother of tliis family died Septem-

ber 12, 1874, and was interred in Amity Cemetery,

which was laid out in 1859, bj- Mr. Wilson, and

Richard and Levin H. Hickman. A beautiful and

costly monument has been erected to her memory.

She was a faithful helpmeet to her husband, a

loving mother, and a devoted member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Mr. Wilson was again

married, June 1, 1876, his second union being with

Mrs. Rachel (Baird) Mills, a native of Indiana.

Unto them has been born a daughter, Hattie, who
is the light of her parents' liome. She possesses

consider.ible musical talent. By her former mar-

riage Mrs. Wilson had two children: Lora, who is

now in Colorado Springs, Colo.; and William, who
resides in Muscatine, Iowa. The children v ere

both well educated and the daughter attended

school in Terre Haute, Ind.

Mr. Wilson organized the first school district in

this comraunitj- in 1859, and through his efforts

the first schoolhouse was built. The cause of ed-

ucation has ever found in him a warm friend, and

he has filled the ottice of .School Director for the

long period of twenty-one years, of which fact he

ni.ay well feel proud. He cast his first Presidential

vote for Stephen A. Douglas, then supported

Abraham Lincoln, and has since been identified

with the Republican party as one of its stalwart

advocates. He has filled the offices of Justice of

the Pe.ice and Supervisor, also Assessor of what

was then Milford Townshij). He did much to-

wards securing the Chicago it Eastern Illinois

Railroad through the count}-. He has frequently

been a delegate to the conventions of his party,

has been a member of the Republican County Cen-

tral Committee for many years and is now a mem-
ber of the Ninth District State Central Committee

of Illinois. He was chosen one of the delegates to
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the National Republican Convention at Chicago in

1880, and supported Gen. U. S. Grant for the Pres-

idenc_y. He has a bronze medal in his possession

which was given to him on that occasion as one of

the famous "Old Guard" who cast their ballot

thirty-six times for Grant. The medal is three

inches in diameter. On one side in bas relief is

the profile of Gen. Grant, and on the other is the

proper inscription of the balloting. In 1892, Mr.

Wilson was one of the State Central Committee

who had the honor of receiving at Springfield, 111.,

Whitelaw Reid, candidate for Vice-president.

Mr. Wilson was chosen by the State Live Stock

Commission of Illinois as one of the three to ap-

praise the pleuro-pneumonia cattle in 1887. So-

cially he is a Mason, belonging to Milford Lodge

No. 168, A. F. & A. M.; Watseka Chapter No. 114,

R. A. M.; and Mt. Olivet Commandery No. 38, K.

T., of Paxton. In 1868, with two others, he gave

$750 for the erection of the Amity Methodist

Episcopal Church. He is a liberal supporter of all

worthy' enterprises calculated to upbuild and ben-

efit the community and is one of the valued as

well as honored citizens of his adopted county.

He now resides upon his liome farm, comprising

two lumdred acres of valuable land, under a high

state of cultivation. His residence is built in the

most approved style of modern architecture and is

one of the most beautiful and pleasant homes of

the locality.

z;^ HARLES W. DAWSON, one of the exten-

I sive land-owners and a prominent stock

^^^ dealer of Iroquois County, resides in Well-

ington, and is well deserving of representation in

the history of his adopted county. He is a native

of Indiana, his birth having occurred in Warren

County, on the 14th of December, 1839. In a

family of eleven children, he was the fourth in or-

der of birth. Tiie parents were C- W. and JIary

J. (Hooker) Dawson. They now reside in Mil-

ford. The father was born in Ross County, Ohio,

May 15, 1814, and comes from an old family of

Virginia. His boyhood days were spent in the

Buckeye State and his education was acquired in

the common schools. In politics, he was formerly

an old-line Whig, and is now an ardent admirer

and stanch supporter of the principles of the Re-

publican partjr. Mrs. Dawson was also born in

Ross County, January 30, 1813, and she is a faith-

ful member of the United Brethren Church. They

emigrated to Iroquois County in 1854, and Mr.

Dawson purchased one hundred and sixty acres of

partially improved land, from which he developed

a fine farm. He has witnessed much of the growth

and progress of the county and has done all in tiis

power to aid in its upbuilding.

Of the Dawson family the following are still

living: Silas, a farmer, who is married and resides

in this county; John, who is married and engaged

in the liverj' business in Indiana; Charles W., of

this sketch; Lewis, who is married and follows

agricultural pursuits in Iroquois County; George,

who is married and is a farmer of Iroquois County;

and Sarah, wife of Peter Garner, a farmer of this

county.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who is widely and favorably known in

this community. He spent the days of his boyhood

and youth until the age of sixteen years in War-

ren County, Ind., and attended its common schools,

acquiring a good knowledge of the common Eng-

lish branches. The cause of education has ever

found in him a warm friend, and he does all in his

power for its advancement and to support any

measure calculated for its upbuilding. He entered

upon his business career at the age of twenty-one

as a farmer and stock-bu3'er, and to this line of

work has since devoted his energies. He has been an

iudefatis:able worker, and as his financial resources ,

were increased he added to his landed possessions

until he now owns six hundred acres of valuable

land under a high state of cultivation. It is well

tiled, has good hedge fences and all the improve-

ments of a model farm. He still carries on stock-

raising and shipping, and is an excellent judge of

all kinds of stock. This branch of his business has

in a large measure brought him his success.

November 21, 1861, Mr. Dawson married Miss

Julia Cadore, daughter of Joseph and Mary Arde-





LIBRARY

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

URBAKA



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 631

lia (White) Cadore. She is a native of Canada,

and is of French descent. Two children grace

tlieir union: Mary A., now the wife of A. J. Hume,

of Cliic.igo, an employe on the Wabash Railroad,

:iiid Priscilla, wife of A. M. Dawson, who is en-

iraged in the boot and shoe business in Chicago.

Mr. Dawson cast his first Presidential vote for

Abraham Lincoln and has since supported everv

candidate of the Republican party. H« has held

the ottice of School Director for sixteen consecu-

tive \-ears, a fact which indicates his personal

popularity and the confidence and trust reposed

in him. Enterprise and energ}- have been num-

bered among his chief characteristics through-

out life and have won for him wealth and afflu-

ence. By his earnest efforts and perseverance, he

has acquired a fortune of which he maj' be justly

proud, and his example is well worthy of emula-

tion. His home is a beautiful and commodious

brick residence, situated in the eastern part of

Wellington and built in the most approved style

of modern architecture.

'ffj OHN C. RAMSEY, one of the well-known

farmers.and stock-dealers of Onarga Town-
ship, is numbered among the early settlers

i^/ of the county, his residence here covering

a period of almost forty yeai-s, dating from 1853.

In tlie days which have since come and gone he

h.is watched the progress and development of the

county, has seen its wild lands transformed into

beautiful homes and farms, its hamlets grow into

thriving towns, schoolhouses and churches built,

and the work of civilization and progress rapidlj-

carried forward. He too has always borne his

part in this improvement and well deserves repre-

sentation in the history of the county.

Mr. Ramsey was born in Preble County, Ohio,

at Morning Sun, September 23, 1824, and is one of

five children whose parents were George and Nancj-

(Shephard) Ramsey. The father was a native of

the Buckeye State, but the mother was born in

Ireland, and when fifteen years old accompanied

her mother to America, her father having been

killed by the Catholics in the war between them

and the Protestants. The children were Eliza

Jane, John C, Margaret, Mary Ann and Hannah.

The mother came to America when about fifteen

years of age, and in 1829 the family removed

from Ohio to Indiana, locating in Clinton County,

where Mr. Ramsey died when our subject was a

lad of seven years. The mother died about four

years later.

John Ramsev, whose name heads this record, was

thus left an orphan at the age of eleven. He re-

mained on the farm until fifteen 3-ears of age,

when he began learning the blacksmith's trade,

which he followed until the spring of 1853. That

year witnessed his arrival in Illinois and he lo-

cated on a farm on section 15, in what is now
Onarga Township, about four and a-half miles

east of the present site of the village of Onarga,

where he has made his home continuously since,

with the exception of about three years when he

was in the army. The tract of raw lancT which he

purch.ised was entirely destitute of improvements,

but it was soon placed under the plow, and in

course of time the well-tilled fields were yielding

to him a golden harvest. The country was almost

an unbroken wilderness and the few settlements

were widely scattered. Many hardships and pri-

vations were to be borne, such as are incident to

life on the frontier.

On the 9th of December, 1847, Mr. Ramsey w.as

united in marriage with Miss Caturah Major,

daughter of James H. and Mary (Hardpence)

Major. Three children were born of their union:

Barbara Ann, born February 8, 1849; William

Major, born April 11. 1852; and Martha, born De-

cember 21, 1854. None of the children are now

living, and the mother died August 5, 1855. On

tlie 13th of August, 1856, Mr. Ramsey was again

married, his second union being with Miss Eliza

A., daughter of George and Martha M. (Ramsey)

Ramsey, of Preble County, Ohio, the former a na-

tive of Rockbridge County, Va., and the latter of

Hamilton County, Ohio. They became the parents

of three children: George, who was born November

16, 1859, died on the 14th of December, 1875;

Lucy A., born January 21, 1862, is the wife of

Henrv Knoche, of Ridgeville, and they have two
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children, a son and daughter: Percy R. and Grace

A.; Grace M., born March 7, 1866, is the wife of

R. W. Harper, a grain merchant of Des Moines,

Iowa, and unto them have been born two cliildren,

sons: John T. and Robert R.

During the late war, Mr. Ranisej-, prompted by

patriotic impulses, responded to the call for troops,

and in August. 1862, became one of the boys in

blue of Company D, One Hundred and Thirteenth

Illinois Infantr}', in which he served for almost

three years. For ten months he was held a pris-

oner and was confined in Andersonville and other

loathsome Southern prisons, being captured the

day following the battle of Guntown. There

were thirteen of his company sent to Anderson-

ville, but only seven lived to get out. After three

months an exchange had been arranged, unknown

to the prisoners. They were called out at night

by name. As they feared it was for retaliatory

purposes, many did not respond. Becoming con-

vinced that it was all rigiit, Mr. Ramsey responded

to another's name. When they reached the place

of exchange, so weak and emaciated were the men
that Sherman refused to make the exchange, so the

men were ordered to be remanded to prison at Sal-

isbury, S. C. While waiting on the side track at

MiUedgeville, he and two companions cut a hole in

the bottom of the car, and just as the engine hacked

up to pull them away, they dropped out and

scrambled from under the car. It being dark, tiiey

easily made their escape and started for the Union

lines at Atlanta. Almost too weak to walk, they

proceeded for nine days, living on stock peas, cane,

and whatever faithful negroes brought them. Re-

captured, thev were kept in jail at Augusta for

eighteen days and in Lawton prison three months.

To keep them from falling into Sherman's hands,

they were sent by rail to Thomasvilleand marched

across the country to Alban3', whence most of the

men were returned to Andersonville. Mr. Ramsey
was not sent back. Tlie rebels had stock to butcher

at Albany but had no knives for that purpose, and

as Mr. Ramsc}' was a good blacksmith he was se-

lected to make them knives. Through the influ-

ence of Capt. Blackshear, Capt. Salter and Col.

•Jones, he was permitted to remain at Albany till

paroled. He was a faithful soldier, ever found at

his post, and continued in the service until after

the close of the war, when, the country no longer

needing his aid, he was honorably discharged and

returned home.

In 1868, in connection willi farming. Mr. Ram-
sey began raising and feeding stock. He paid con-

siderable attention to the breeding of Short-horn

cattle and Percheron horses, and also raised a large

number of hogs. He did an extensive business in

this line, feeding all the grain that he raised to his

stock. He was thus engaged until 1884, when lie

discontinued breeding, but he still buys, feeds and

sells cattle. His land is under a high state of cul-

tivation and he is a prosperous and progressive

farmer, and success has attended his well-directed

efforts. Both Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey are members

of the Congregational Church, in which he has

held the office of Deason for many years, and

takes quite a prominent part in its work, being

earnest laborers in the Master's vineyard. In pol-

itics, he is a supporter of Republican principles.

Thus we have recorded the life sketch of one of

the county's valued citizens, a leading farmer, a

veteran of the late war, and an honored pioneer.

i>^^<l

AMES CLOKE, an agent for the McCormick

Machine Company at Ashkum, is one of

the most honored pioneers of the county,

and is numbered among the respected and

influential citizens of Ashkum. He is of English

birlh and was born in Kent, on the 22d of Septem-

ber, 1824. His father, William Cloke, was a

native of England, and after arriving at manhood
married Philadelphia Snelling. Their lives were

spent in the land of their birth, and there they

were called to their final rest.

Our subject is the eighth in order of birth in a

family consisting of six sons and six daughters, all

of whom grew to mature years, married and had

families. They are as follows: John, AVilliam,

Eleanor, Anna, Thomas, Joseph, Richard, James,

Mary Jane, Sarah E., Philadelphia and Harriet.

Mr. Cloke, whose name heads this sketch, passed

his youth on the farm, and received good com-
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mon-scliool advantages. He was first married in

Kent, on the 1st of January, 1843, when Ue was

but eighteen j'cars of age, his bride being Miss

Sarah Smith, wlio was born in India, and was a

daughter of Capt. Thomas Francis Smith, who fol-

lowed tiie liigh seas, and was tlie captain of a

vessel. He was of English birth, and in England

Mrs. Cloke was reared and educated. After his

marriage our subject engaged in the baker's and

confectioner's business iu Kent for some three

3'ears.

About the year IS 10, Mr. Cloke .sailed from

London iu a sailing-vessel, called the " New Lon-

don," which was bound for the United States.

For about two months tiiey were tossed about on

the Atlantic, meeting with several severe storms on

the voyage. Some of the masts were broken and

the sails carried away. On board the ship there were

about twelve hundred passengers, & number of

whom sickened and died on the trip. They ar-

rived in the harbor of New York, where they cast

.luchor in the fall of that year. Mr. Cloke soon

after his arrival started iu the baker's and confec-

tioner's business in New York City, and there con-

tinued to live for about three years. He removed
to Monmouth County, N. J., where he engaged in

agricultural pursuits for about four years. He
next started Westward, and located in Iroquois

County, 111., where he was one of the first settlers.

At that time the county was a vast wilderness and
a swamp. The traveler could cross the prairie in

any direction without coming to a fence or build-

ing of anj- description. Deer and other wild game
were in great ab\indance, and the settlements were

almost wholly in the timber near the streams.

Mr. Cloke was one of the first to locate on the

broad prairie, and made his first settlement two
miles from the present town of Ashkuni. This

was before Clinton, Ashkum, or Danforth had been

founded, and the Illinois Central Railroad was

just completed through here. Mr. Cloke first pur-

chased three hundred and twentj' acres of the Illi-

nois Central Railroad Company, and opened up a

farm, which yielded a bountiful harvest the first

year. Tliis place he operated for a number of

years, or until 1865, when he sold his property and
removed to Virginia, and settled in Alexandria,

where he was in the Government employ for about

two years. He returned to Illinois in 1868, and

engaged in stock-raising for a period of two

years in Ford County. In 1870 he again came to

Iroquois County, purchasing a farm of five hun-

dred acres in Danforth Township, lie has been

most successful as an agriculturist and a stock-

raiser for a number of j'ears. He bought a

tract of fifty acres adjoining the village of Ash-

kum, and located his family there, where they still

make their home. While living on his farm, Mr.

Cloke w.as appointed an agent for the McCormick
Machine Companj', and has been one of their

most successful and trusted employes for years.

IJe established headquarters in Ashkum in 1884,

and has built up a large trade here and in the sur-

rounding country. He has been most successful

both as a salesman and collecting agent.

The first wife of our subject died in the ICast,

and, after coming to Illinois, he was united in mar-

riage to Miss Jane Loyall, who departed this life

in 1865. He was .again mairied, in 1870, this

union being with Maria Annetta Aj^ers, a widow,

who died in 1888. One son of the first marriage,

Talbert, is a farmer, who makes his home at

Monee, AVill County, III. His brother and sister

grew to maturity, but have passed away. The
brother, James, was a conductor on the railroad

for a few years and died in Chicago; and the

sister, Elizabeth, died in New Jersej'. By the sec-

ond marriage there were also three children: Jen-

nie is the wife of Joseph Addison, a farmer of

Iroquois County; one child died at the age of

twelve years; and the other, who was run over by

the cars in Monmouth Connt}^ N. J., died at the

age of nine. There are five living children by

the last marriage: Philadelphia received an educa-

tion in music, and has been an efficient teacher of

instrumental music for three years; Grace M. is

the wife of E. Harding, a real-estate dealer of Chi-

cago; May, William and Jessie are attending the

home schools at present.

In bis political sympathies, Mr. Cloke is a sup-

porter of the Democratic jiarty. He has never

been an aspirant for official positions, but has

held several local ones of trust and honor. To
whatever position he has been elected, he has
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made a faithful and efficient officer. He has

assisted very materially in the development and

advancement of this portion of the State, and has

witnessed its change from a swamp and wilderness

to its present condition of fine farms and thrivinj^

villages. lie is well known far and wide as a man

of honorable character and upright life, and dur-

ing the long years of his residence in this

community he has made a large circle of friends,

bv whom he is held in the hiarhest regard.

-I**** •5"t4**5'^

•4"j*4'*i*^^^^^^ •i**J*4*4*P

SAAC MARLOW, who carries on general farm-

ing on sections 27 and 34, Stockland Town-

ship, is a native of Indiana, his birth having

occurred in Warren County, on the 13th of Feb-

ruary, 1850. He comes of a long-lived family.

His grandfather, George Marlow, attained the re-

markable age of one hundred and four years. He

was a native of Virginia, and died in Warren

County, Ind. The parents of our subject were

Isaac and Isabel (Smiley) Marlow. They had

only two children: Isaac of this sketch, and E^uniee,

who was born September 17, 1848. The father

died March 6, 1850, and the mother survived him

only about a year, being called to her final rest

July 7, 1851, in her twentieth year.

As our sul)ject was left an orphan at an early

age, he was reared by his maternal grandparents,

James and Lovica Smiley, with whom he made

his home until he had attained to mature years.

They came to Illinois in March, 1853, and located

a farm in Stockland Township, this county, about

seven and a-half miles southeast of Milford. Isaac

aided in the cultivation of the land and the de-

velopment of the farm.

It was on the 25th of January, 1872, that Mr.

Marlow led to the marriage altar Miss Mary E.

Decker, daughter of Chrisley and Mary A. (Rosen-

berger) Decker, both of whom were natives of

Virginia. They had located in this count}' about

1849. Two children grace the union of Mr. and

Mrs. Marlow, namely: Musette, who was born

April 23, 1876; and Lessie Zazel, born on the 8th

of June, 1888.

The farm which Mr. Marlow now owns and oper-

ates is an arable tract of land of one hundred

and twenty acres, situated on sections 27 and 34,

Stockland Township. The well-tilled fields are

now highly cultivated and abundant harvests re-

ward his efforts. There are many useful improve-

ments upon the place, and the whole in its neat

appearance indicates the careful management and

tliorough supervision of the owner.

In political sentiments, Mr. Marlow is independ-

ent. He holds himself free to support whoever he

pleases, regardless of part}' tics, and always votes

for the man whom he thinks best qualified to fill

the position. He has never been an office-seeker,

preferring to devote his attention exclusively to

his business interests. The cause of education

finds in him a warm fiiend, and while serving as

School Director for six years he did effective ser-

vice in its interests. Hiniself and wife are faithful

members of the Christian Church, and throughout

the community they have a wide circle of warm

friends. Mr. Marlow has led an honorable, up-

right life, in harmony with his professions, and is

classed among the leading agriculturists of Stock-

land Township.

if^^ lUNEY NILSON, an enterprising young

^^^ farmer of this county who resides on sec-

lll/\flj tion 3, Milford Township, was born on the

farm which is still his home, on the 6th of

August, 1858. He is a son of Robert and Susan

L. (Wagner) Nilson, both of whom were natives

of Ohio, and are represented on another page of

this book.

Sidney Nilson, the subject of this sketch, was

the fifth child in order of birth. His boyhood

days were passed quietly under the parental roof.

The early life of almost any farmer lad would

show us a fac-simile of his boyhood. The common

schools of the neighborhood afforded him his edu-

cational privileges and since leaving the school

room he has added not a little to his fund of

knowledge, for he possesses a retentive memory

and an observing eye. Since his father's death
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he has had charge of the home farm, and a glance

at the place indicates the supervision of a careful

manager. The land is under a high state of culti-

vation. Many imjjrovements have been made and

the place seems complete in all ils appointments.

AVell may Mr. Nilson be ranked among the practi-

cal and progressive farmers of the township. In

politics lie is a supporter of tiie Democracy.

^ R. MEEiS'TS is a prominent merchant and

., dealer in grain, coal, lumber, farm imple-

li ments and live stock at Ashkum, Iroquois

County. He does an extensive business,

and is considered one of the enterprising and en-

ergetic business men of this locality. His birth oc-

curred in Hanover, Germany, on the Ifjthof June,

18.51. He is a son of R. H. and Maria (Ulfers)

Meents, both of whom were also natives of Han-

over. Our subject grew to the age of seventeen in

his native land, and received good sciiool privileges.

In 1869, Mr. Meents determined to seek fame

and fortune in tbe New World, and starting from

Bremen in a steamer, lie crossed the Atlantic in

twelve dajs. On tiie voyage, several days of se-

vere weather were experienced. Arriving in New
York City in May of that year, he immediately

started Westward, going first to Chicago, and thence

to Danfortli, wiiere he hail several acquaintances.

For three summers he worked on a farm, and at-

tended sciiool in the winter months, in order to be-

come proficient in the English language. In the

summer of 1873, lie purchased a team and rented a

farm, which he carried on with good success for

about a year. He then engaged with ('. H. Com-
stock to work in his elevator at Ashkum, and in

his service he remained for thirteen years, proving

a most valuable and faithful assistant. During his

long term in that business he learned much of the

trade and was gradually advanced, and during the

last years was book-keeper,giving his attention ex-

clusively to that portion of the business. He was

afterward taken into partnership, but in October,

1885, withdrew from the firm and engaged in bus-

29

iness for himself. He bought two elevators, the

first one being purchased in 1882. These he moved
near to each other, and rebuilt them, and largely

increased his trade. He purchased the established

Inisiness of James Cajjin & Co., and in 1891 bought

the lumber trade of John McCurdy. The first year

he dealt solely in grain, but h.as since added sev-

eral other lines of business. Among these, he has

a large trade In coal and farm implements. He has

also shipped stock quite extensively.

At the Williams House in Watseka, Mr. Meents

led to the marriage altar Miss Phidelphia Cloke, of

Danforth Township, and a native of New .Tersey.

The wedding was celebrated November 11, 1874.

Mrs. Meents' father, Richard Cloke, was one of the

honored pioneers of this county, and here his daugh-

ter was educated and grew to womanhood. To our

subject and his wife nine children have been born:

Richard, who is a j'oung man of good business edu-

cation, and a graduate of the Onarga Commercial

Seminary, is now book-keeper for his father; Frank,

Anna, Grace, Walter and Arthur are all attending

school near home; while the younger members of

the family are Delphia, Mildred and Lester.

Mr. Meents has been a supporter of the Republi-

can party, casting his first ballot for Rutherford B.

Hayes, and has since voted for every Presidential

nominee of that party. Recognizing his worth and

abilit}', the fellow-citizens of our subject have sev-

eral times elected him to positions requiring abilitv

and fidelitj'. He was elected Township Trustee

and Clerk, and has also served as Treasurer of the

schools. He has ever given his heart}- support to

the cause of public-school education, and served

for years as a member of the School Board. He
was recently appointed Treasurer of tlie drainage

district of Ashkum and Danforth Townships, a

responsible position. His family are members of

the Ashkum Methodist Episcopal Church, which

numbers them among its most esteemed supporters.

Mr. Meents is one of the Church Trustees. He
commenced his business career in the New World
with little means, and has In- his own industr}- and

wise business investment accumulated a fortune

and has an extensive business. He owns an elegant

home, and to-dav is recognized as one of the most

substantial and progressive liusincss men of this
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county. He is widely and favorably known, and

lias won the friendship and respect of all, lK)th in

his business and social relations.

e^+^§

Cj\

IIARLES M. DAZEY is numbered among
_ the prominent businessmen of Milford,and

') to his enterprising and progressive spirit

this place owes not a little of its growth and pros-

perity. He was born in iStockland Township, Iro-

quois County, on the 15th of December, 1859, and

is a son of Jacob and Larinda (Wilkinson) Dazey,

both of whom were natives of Indiana. His father

was twice married, his first wife being Miss Whit-

iash. By this union was born a daughter, Eliza-

beth, who died at the age of twenty-seven. The

mother was called to her final rest about 1852.

Mr. Dazey was again married, in 1854, his second

union being with Miss Larinda, daughter of Abra-

ham and Harriet Wilkinson. Ten children were

born of the second union, seven of whom are 3'et

living: James Henry, who married Emma Richards,

of Kankakee, by whom he has three children,

and is now a resident of Stockland Township;

Charles M., whose name heads this sketch; John

W., who wedded Maggie Williamson, daughter of

Joseph Williamson, of Stockland Township. They

have four children. Joseph AVilliam married Ella

Smith, of Indiana, who died in December, 1891,

leaving three children. Frank L. was joined in

wedlock with Miss Eva Dove, daughter of G. W.
Dove, of Hoopeston, where they reside. They had

two daughters, but one died in infancy-. Mary M.

and George complete the family.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood upon his father's farm. As soon as old

enough to handle the plow, he began aiding in the

labors of the farm, and to that work devoted his

energies during the summer months, while in the

winter season he conned his lessons in the public

schools. When twenty years of age, he left home

and started out in life for himself, since which

time he has been dependent upon his own re-

sources. Industry and enterprise liave ever been

uniiibered among his chief cliaracteristics,and a

well-deserved success is his. In addition to gen-

eral farming, he has carried on stock-dealing on

an extensive scale, buying, selling and shipping.

He is now associated with his cousin Charles L.

Dazey in farming, stock-dealing and the grain

business, this connection having been continued

uninterruptedly for about seven years. He owns

a valuable tract of eightj' acres of land about three

and a-half miles south of Milford and six miles

east in Prairie Green Township. He also owns

some excellent town property, including his mag-

nificent home.

On the 5th of October, 1882, Mr. Dnzey was

married to Miss Mary E. Fitzgibbon, daughter of

Patrick and Mary Fitzgibbon, who are natives of

the Green Isle of Ph-in, but now make their home

in Beloit, Wis. Three children grace the union of

our subject and his worthy wife, all sons: Edward

M., born on the 5th of August, 1886; Alba Will-

iam, January 11, 1890; and Charles, who was born

November 7, 1891, died on the 11th of the same

month. The elegant home of the Dazey family is

the abode of hospitality, and Mr. and Mrs. Dazey

rank high in social circles. He is a member of the

Modern Woodmen of America.

As before stated, Milford finds in our subject

one of its best citizens. He is now efficiently serv-

ing as Mayor, "and his administration of aftairs

has won high commendation. He is a thrifty and

successful business man, and his prosperity is all

the reward of his own efforts. Success comes to

those who labor for it, and the well-directed efforts,

good management and business ability' of our sub-

ject have won him prosperitj^

%, OHN SMETHURST, a well-known farmer of

Ash Grove Township, residing on section 2,

is of English birth. He w.as born in Lan-

' cashire, December 1. 1824, and is a sou of

Ellis Smethurst. His father was born in the West

Riding of Yorkshire. He was a mason by trade, but

througli much of his life followed the occupation

of farming. He married Nannie Peel, who comes

of tlie same family as Sir Robert Peel, the great
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English statesman. Mr. Srnethiirst was a man of

line plivbique. He was six feet two inclies tall, and

in his native land was solicited to enter the Life

(uiards, but refused. In 1843, he emigrated with

his family to America, locating in Lisbon, Kendall

County, 111. lie died at the home of our subject,

in February, 1865, at the age of eighty-four years,

and was laid to rest in Onarga Cemetery. His

wife died in Chicago. They had but two chil-

dren, our subject and Mrs. Ellen .Shaw, a widow,

residing in Kendall Count}-, 111.

At the age of fifteen, John .Smethurst was ap-

prenticed to a shoe-maker, but after serving some

lime he ran away, and in 1844 sailed for New
York. He has crossed the ocean three times, and

has never slept in a house in this country except

in Illinois. He (irst located in Chicago, where he

worked at his trade for some time, and while there

took two premiums, in 1846 and 1847, on cork

boots.

On the 6th of November of the latter year, he

returned to England, there residing until 1851.

During that time he was married, May 14, 1848, to

Elizabeth Smethurst, a distant relative. Their

marriage was celebrated in Disbren, in the same

church where his])arents were married. Unto our

subject and his wife have been born the following

children: Ellis, who married Ilattie Davis, and is

engaged in farming in Onarga Township on his

father's land; Ann Harriet, wife of Oliver Shep-

herd, of Oilman; Elizabeth Jane, John Peel and

Enieline, who were all born, and still reside, on the

old homestead.

On his return to -Vmeiica, Air. Smethurst en-

gaged in farming in Kendall County until 1858,

wlien he came to Iroquois Count}', purchasing one

hundred and six acres of wild prairie land. With
characteristic energy he began its development,

and the once wild tract has now been transformed

into licli and fertile fields, which yield to him a

golden tribute. The boundaries of his farm have

also been extended until it now comprises three

hundred and twenty acres of valuable land.

Mr. Smethurst is Vice-president of the Farmers'

Mutual Benefit Association, and a warm advocate

of the principles of that organization. He cast his

first vote in 1848 for Cass, and has since supported

the Democratic party except in 1860 and 1864,

when he voted for Lincoln, but he does not con-

sider hiijiself bound by anj' party ties. Mr. Sme-

thurst intends to exhibit some of his work in the

line of his trade at the World's Fair at Chicago in

1893. His wife has taken many premiums on her

knitting work at fairs all over the country, and

carried off a premium at the New Orleans Exposi-

tion on a knitted quilt. She makes much beauti-

ful fancy work, which adorns her home. The
Smethurst household is the abode of hospitality,

and its members rank high in social circles. Our

subject need never regret his emigration to Amer-

ica, for although he began life empty-handed in

this country, he has here met with success, acquir-

ing a handsome property, and has also found a

pleasant home and made many friends.

z' <^^•^^•

^p^ ILAS BROCK, who resides on section 19,

^-^ has longer been a resident of Ash Grove
Township than any other of its citizens,

and this work would be incomplete if his

life record were omitted. He has watched the growth

of the county from the days of its earliest infancy,

has seen its progress and advancement, and has

aided in its upbuilding and development. He was

born December 12, 1841, on the old homestead of

the Brock family.

Lewis Brock, the grandfather of our subject, was

a native of Knox County, Tenn.,and there wedded
Mary Richards. In 1810, he emigrated to Wash-

ington County, Ind., becoming one of its pioneer

settlers, and in the midst of a forest he hewed out

a farm. In 1837, he came with his family to

Illinois, and cast in his lot with the earliest settlers

of Ash Grove Township. His home wasa log cabin,

and he there spent the remainder of his days, his

death occurring in 1847. His wife survived him

about six years. Both were members of the Aletii-

odist Episcopal Church, and are numbered among
the pioneers of the county. .\t the time of their

arrival here, deer, wolves and wild hogs roamed at

will, and the prairies weie covered l^ith high grass,
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Few were the settlements, and there were many

privations and hardships to be endured. The fam-

ily of Lewis and Mar}- Brock numbered nine chil-

dren : George A. came to I llinois, married Elizabeth

Harve}', and died in this county; Gabriel also

came to this State, but spent his last days in Indi-

ana; Nancy died in this county; P0II3', deceased,

was the wife of John Willoughby; Rachel died in

Indiana; and Minerva became the wife of Aaron

Moore, but is now deceased. The other children

never came to Illinois.

Lewis R. Brock, father of Silas, was b'jin in

Indiana, in 1823, and when a lad of thirteen years

came with his parents to this county. Amid the

wild scenes of frontier life he was reared to man-

hood. In 1840 he wedded Mary Ann Bishop, a

native of Ohio, and then improved a farm on sec-

tion 23, Ash Grove Township. At length he sold,

and developed land on section 25, there making his

home until his death, which occurred on the 8th

of November, 1855, at the age of thirty-two years.

His remains were interred in Ash Grove Cemetery.

His privileges in youth were very limited, but he

made the most of his opportunities, and became a

substantial and highly respected citizen of this

community. He was a member of the Methodist

Church, and in politics was a Whig. After his

death Mrs. Brock became the wife of Wesley Har-

vey, and they now reside in Cissna Park. The

Br0(!k family numbered four children: Silas, of this

sketch; Charles, who resides in Chicago; Hannah

Mary, wife of John S. Gilbert, of Onarga; and Mrs.

Sarah A. Rutley, of Cissna Park.

The history of the early life of our subject is

that of pioneer days in this county. The township

was but sparsely settled, and wild game was plen-

tiful. The nearest markets were Middleport and

Milford, and all grain was hauled to Chicago or La

Fayette. Oxen were used in farming and in mar-

keting, and the farm implements were very crude.

The schools which our subject attended were con-

ducted on the subscription plan. At the age of

sixteen, however, he went to Greencastle, Ind.,

and for eighteen months was a student in Asbury

(now DePauw) University. The first year after

his father's death he operated the home farm, but

as his health was not good, he again returned to

school in Indiana, his mother removing to Green-

castle. Later he returned to the farm, and August

7lh, 1860, he married Maria L. Aye, a native of

Vermilion County, Ind., who came here to teach

school. She was one of the first public school

teachers in this community, .nnd for three months'

service received only -toO.

On the 8th of August, 1862, Mr. Brock enlisted

for the late war as a member of Company E, Seven-

ty-sixth Illinois Infantry, under Capt. Irvin. Tlie

troops were then sent to Cairo and Columbus, and

afterward were attached to Grant's army, partici-

pating in the siege of Yicksburg. They then

marched into Mississippi, below the Tallahatchie,

River. Their supplies were cut off at Holly Springs,

and they had to retreat, during which time they

lived for twenty days on cornmeal without salt.

Subsequently thej- returned to Memphis and went

down the river. Later, thej' went to Jackson, Miss.,

after Johnston, and after the battle returned to

Vicksburg. In February they went with Sherman

to Meridian, and after that raid were again in Jack-

son, where a severe fight occurred, the Sevent.y-sixth

Illinois losing heavily. Mr. Brock was grazed by

a bullet, but the injuiy was slight. He did duty

in Mississippi for some time longer, and in Febru-

ary, 1865, went to New Orleans, •from where the

troops went to Florida and engaged in the siege

and capture of Ft. Blakely. They then went to

Mobile and on to Galveston, Tex., where they were

mustered out July 22, 1865. The regiment was

disbanded at Chicago on the 1st of August, and

after three years' service, Mr. Brock returned home.

With his regiment he marched twelve hundred

miles. He was always found at his post of duty,

and proved himself a valiant soldier.

On his return from the war, Mr. Brock engaged

in farming for about twelve years, and in 1877 re-

moved to Ash Grove. Five 3'ears ago he estab-

lished a drug store, which he has since operated. He

is aregisterod pharmacist, and has a well-kept store.

Two years ago he opened a general merchandise

e5tablishment, and is now carrying on a successful

business in that line. He is a man of excellent

business ability, sagacious and far-sighted, and by

perseverance and good management he has won

prosperity. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Brock were born
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four ehildren: ]\Iary L., wife of Austin Pierce, of

Milford; Bertlia A., who assists her father in the

store; Rose E., wife of Henry Bishop, a farmer of

Ash Grove Township; and Marcus A., at home.

The children were all educated in the public schools

and in Onarga Seminar}.

For twelve 3'ears, Mr. Brock acceptablj' filled the

otiice of Justice of the Peace, for four years was

Township Collector and for four years was Assessor;

he has held some school offices, and for five ^ears has

been tlie efficient Postmaster of Ash Grove. So-

cially, he is a member of G. H. Nceld Post No. o7fi,

G. A. R., at Cissna Park, and in religious belief he

is a Methodist. The church finds in him a faithful

member, and he does all in his power to advance

any worthy enterjjrise and to promote those in-

terests calculated to prove of public benefit. His

residence in thecountj- covers a period of fifty-one

years. He has been a valued citizen, a leading and

enterprising business man, a faithful soldier and

an honored pioneer.

vr^EORGE W. ROBERTS, who owns and oper-

(11
g—. ates two hundred and ninety-five acres of

5<ii<4 valuable land, resides on section 35, Mil-

ford Township. He was born on the 26th of March,

1831, in Fountain County, Ind., and is descended

from good old Revolutionary stock. His paternal

grandfather served in the War for Independence,

and his (uandfathcr Taylor was in the AVar of

1812. His Grandmother Roberts reached the ad-

vanced age of ninetj'-seven years. The parents of

our subject, Archibald and Anna (Taylor) Roberts,

were both natives of Virginia, and in 1829 they

emigrated to Fountain Count}', Ind., where Mr.

Roberts entered land and began the development

of a farm. The mother died in 1839. Oursubject

was her only child. In 1840, Archibald Roberts

was again married, his second union being with

PiKebe AUenduff, a native of Ohio. They became

the parents of six children, five sons and a daughter,

the eldest of whom, AVilliam, a resident of Foun-
tain County. Ind., married Lizzie Canfield, by

whom he has three children. Frederick was twice

married. He wedded Miss Margaretta Duncan,

who died a year later. His second wife, who is also

deceased, was in her maidenhood Miss Josie Stan-

ley, and unto them were born a son and daughter.

JIary died in the fall of 1864. Joseph II. married

Miss Mary Driscoll, by whom he had two daugh-

ters, but one died when only a 3'ear old. Jasper

J. married Miss Mattie Pearson, and their family

numbers a son and daughter. Charles A., the

youngest of the family, resides on the old home-

stead in Indiana, where his father first located.

George W. Roberts, of this sketch, was reared to

manhood amid the wild scenes of frontier life, and

was earl}' inured to the hard labors of improving

and developing a farm on the frontier; here

he developed habits of self-reliance and indus-

try which have proven of incalculable benefit to

him in later years. He continued to make his

home in the State of his nativity until twenty-four

years of age, when, in 1855, he came to Illinois,

settling in Iroquois County, about three and a-half

miles south of Milford. He purchased a farm of

one hundred and seventy-five acres and has since

made it his home, devoting his attention exclu-

sively to agricultural pursuits, with the exception

of a period which he spent in the army. August

9, 1862, he responded to the country's call, enlist-

ing in Company E, Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry,

and for three years was one of its faithful de-

fenders. When his term of service had expired

and the war wasover, he was honorably discharged,

and reached home August 7, 1865. He partici-

l)ated in the siege of Vicksburg, the battles of

Jackson, of Jackson Cross Roads, and of Ft.

Blakely. They traveled over twelve thousand

miles and did duty in eight of the Confederate

States. Our subject was in every engagement of

his regiment.

On the 30th of March, 1868, Mr. Roberts and

Miss Mary H. Gray were united in marriage.

Their family numbered six childien, but their first-

l)Oin died in infancy: Florence, Archibald, Re-

becca, Nellie and Kittie were the other members of

tiie family, but Florence and Nellie are the only

ones yet living. The family have a pleasant home

upon one of the fine farms of the county. Mr.

Roberts has added to his first p\nchase and now
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owns a valuable tract of two hundred and ninety-

five aeres,all under a high state of cultivation

and well improved. For many years he has en-

gaged in stock-raising on an extensive scale.

Mr. Roberts cast his first Presidential vote for

John C. Fremont in 1856, and has since continued

to support the Republican party, of whose princi-

ples he is a warm advocate. He has never been

an officer-seeker, yet was elected and twice served

as Assessor of his township. Socially, he is a mem-

ber of Vennum Post No. 471, G. A. R.,of Milford.

Mr. Roberts is numbered among the early settlers

of the county, and during his long residence his

upright life, straightforward business dealings and

sterling worth have won for him many friends.

To every duty of citizenship he is as faithful as

when he wore the "blue." On the 26th of August,

1891, his wife was called to her final I'est. She w.is

a member of the Universalist Church.

^1 OSEPH PRUITT has for thirty-seven years

been an honored and respected citizen of

Iroquois County. He now resides on sec-

' tion 23, Lovejoy Township, and is, recog-

nized as one of the progressive and public-spirited

citizens of the community. He was born in Tip-

pecanoe County, Ind., on the 16th of March, 1843,

and is the eighth in order of birth in a family of

eleven children, born of the union of John R. and

Barbara (Baker) Pruitt. His parents are men-

tioned more fully in the sketch of J. A. Pruitt, of

Ash Grove Township, on another page of this

work. Of 'their seven sons and four daughters,

nine are yet living.

Our subject was a lad of twelve summers when

he came to Iroquois County. He is largely a self-

educated and self-made man. His advantages in

youth were limited, except in the line of farm

labor. His father purchased four hundred and

eighty acres of raw land, and Joseph aided in its

development and cultivation, transforming the

tract into rich and fertile fields. His parents af-

terward met with reverses, and when he started

out in life for himself he had no capital save a

pair of willing hands and a strong determination

to succeed. As a companion and helpmate on

life's journey he chose Miss Augusta Hurd, their

union being celebrated on the 25th of January,

1865. Mrs. Pruitt claims Michigan as the State of

her nativity. She was born January 26, 1843,

and when ten years of age came to Illinois. She

has three brothers and a sister j'et living, who are

mentioned in the sketch of A. P. Hurd, on another

page of this work.

During the late war, Mr. Pruitt responded to

the countrj^'s call for troops and joined the bovs

in blue of Com[)any E. One Hundred and Thirty-

fifth Indiana Infantry, under Capt. W. D. Lee and

Col. Billy Wilson. He enlisted in May, 1864, and

was mustered into the United States service at

Indianapolis, whence he was sent to Nashville,

Tenn., and on to Bridgeport, Ala., to re-enforce

the troops at that place. He was mostly on guard

and detail duty. Subsequently, the command was

sent back to Nashville, Tenn., to intercept Gen.

Forrest, and in that city remained until after the

close of the war.

Mr. Pruitt was mustered out October 16, 1865.

He was never in guard-house or hospital, and was

never taken prisoner, but was always found at his

post, faithfully discharging his duties. All honor

is due to the boys in blue, who preserved the

Union, and valiantlj- defended the Old Flag,

which now floats so proudlj' over the United N.a-
1

tton.

When the war was over, Mr. Pruitt returned to

his home, and resumed his farming opeiations,

which he has since followed. His landed posses-

sions, comprising five hundred and sixty acres,

pay to him a golden tribute in return for his care

and labor. All the improvements of a model farm

are there found, and their comfortable and com-

modious residence is pleasantly and conveniently

situated about a mile and a-quarter fi-om Welling-

ton. The home has been blessed by the presence_

of five sous and three daughters: Charles L., who

was educated in Wellington, Milford and in the

Onarga Business College, from which he gradu-

ated, now resides in Lovejoy Township; Dolly is

the wife of Dr. A. L. Brobeck, a rising young pliy-
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sician and surgeon, whose sketch appears else-

where in this work; Hiram Dodge, Frank, Kittie,

Nellie, .Iodic and AUie are still under the parental

roof.

Probably no man in the eomnniuity has done

more for the public schools than Mr. Pruitt. The

schools indeed find in him a warm friend, and for

thirteen years he has been connected with the

Board of Education of Wellington. He believes

in securing good schools b3' hiring competent

teachers. For a number of years he served .as

President of the Board, and the officers at this

writing are: W. M. Prillaman, President; Alex

Pate, Clerk; and .Joseph Pruitt, Director. There are

three departments in the school under E. .7. Blake,

Principal; Miss Maude Tomlin.son, who h.as charge

of the intermediate department, and Miss Mollie

K. Slican, who is in charge of the primary. Mr.

I'ruitt also gives his support to every enterprise

calculated to prove of public benefit, or advance

the interests of the community, and is regarded .as

one of the valued and representative citizens of

Lovejoy Township.

'OHN C. BRUNER, a well-known breeder

of Percheron hor.ses residing in Buckley,

was born in Licking County, Ohio, on the

.•jth of September, 1841. His father, Frank-

lin G. Bruner, was a native of Mrginia and in an

early day removed to the Buckeye State, where he

met and married Miss Ellen Conard, who was born

in Licking County, Ohio. They became the par-

ents of two children, who are yet living, namely:

.lolin C. and Nelson J. They have also lost two

children: George W., the second in order of birth,

was killed by a falling tree, on the 2,5th of .Jan-

uary, 1867; and Emma Louisa, the next younger,

died about 1808.

In the autumn of 1842, Franklin (!. I'.runer re-

moved with his family from Ohio to Illinois, locat-

ing on a rented farm in I^a Salle County near Ot-

tawa. He afterward purchased an eighty--acre tract

of land from the Government, to which he added

by additional iiurch.ase until at the time of his

death, in 1871, he had about six hundred acres of

valuable Land. His children were reared in La

Salle County. In connection with farming, he

gave considerable attention to stock-raising, deal-

ing in horses, cattle and hogs, and w.is a successful

.agriculturist. In fact, he was a self-made man,

who by his own efforts worked his way upward

from a humble position to one of affluence. His first

wife died in 1852, and he afterward married Eliz-

al)eth Brumback, who was the first white child born

in Rutland Township, La Salle County, and a

daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Pitzer) Brum-

h.ack. There was one child born unto ISIr. and

]Mrs. Bruner, a daughter, Ida M.ay, who is now ihe

wife of .John Thompson, by whom she has two

children. They now reside on the second farm

owned b}' her father in La Salle County. Our

subject was only about a year old when brought by

his parents to this State, and amid the wild scenes

of frontier life he was reared to manhood, his ed-

ucation being acquired in the common schools of

the neighborhood. At length he attained to m.a-

ture years, and on the 8th of February, 1866, mar-

ried Miss Louisa .J. Deenis, daughter of David G.

and I>ydia (Funk) Deenis. Two children were

born of their union, Lj'dia E. and Cora M.ay. The

elder daughter married .J, K, Love, a native of

Ireland, and they reside in Peotone; Cora May is

the wife of B. N. Sloan, a native of New York, and

they reside in Chatsworth, where Mr. .Sloan runs a

hardware store. They have one child, a daughter,

Mabel Bruner. Mrs. l^>runer died on the 2d of

.lunc, 1872.

On his father's death, .lolin C. Bruner of this

sketch came into possession of a farm in La Salle

County and, in connection with the cultivation

and development of his land, he engaged in breed-

ing horses. While there he owned some celebrated

horses, including "Baffle," a thoroughbred running

horse who was never beaten on the race track but

once, although displayed at a number of State

fairs. He also owned "Cruiskeen," also a thorough-

bred Kentucky running horse, a very speedy ani-

mal, whose reputation is well known in La Salle

Count}-. In 1878, he sold his stock farm in La

.Salle County and removed to Buckley, where he

has since continuously made his home. He is now
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engaged in the breeding of Percheron draft and

trotting horses. He is an excellent judge of horses

and is an ardent lover of the noble steed.

In 1881, Mr. Bruner sold his La Salle County

farm and bought one hundred and sixty acres of

land four miles east of Buckley, which he disposed

of in 1891. In politics, he is a Democrat and served

as Assessor of Artesia Township in 1880 and again

in 1881. He is Director of the Iroquois County

Agricultural Society and is a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Mr. Bruner has a wide

acquaintance throughout this communit}', is recog-

nized as a straightforward business man and is a

highly respected citizen. Socially, he is a member

of the Masonic fraternity and of the Modern

Woodmen.

—

^
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«,„' DAM JACOB, an lionored veteran of the

TlJI I late war and a merchant tailor of Watseka,

is a native of Germany, and was born

September 14, 1828. His father, Gewge

Jacob, was a farmer by occupation, living near

Baden. Adam was the youngest of five children

and is the onl^y one now living. When about

twent}' years of age, on the 29th of April, 1849,

he set sail for America. He had received a

good common-school education and served an ap-

prenticeship at the tailor's trade in his native

country. The thorough knowledge of tailoring he

had gained enabled him to secure employment

immediately upon his arrival in New York Cit^-,

where he remained for about two j^ears. At the

end of that time, he was employed in Newark,

N. J., where he continued for four j-ears. By his

industry and steady habits, he had succeeded dur-

ing this time in getting quite a start in life, and,

having a desire to see more of this country, he set

his face Westward. He went as far as Peoria, 111.,

arriving theie Ma3- 24, 1855. Here he remained,

engaged at his trade, until thespringof 1861, when

he removed to New Middleport, now Watseka.

With the exception of his service in the army, he

has resided here up to the present date.

Responding to the call of his adopted country

for volunteers, he enlisted at AVatseka on the 14th

of August, 1862, in Company F, One Hundred and

Thirteenth Illinois Infantry. On the Tallahatchie

march, he was taken sick and was sent to the

hospital at Holly Springs, Miss., where he arrived

December 1, 1862. He remained there until Van
Dorn's raid upon that place, when he was cap-

tured, but was immediately paroled. About a

week later, he was sent to Memphis and on to St.

Louis, where he was exchanged as a prisoner of war

at Benton Barracks, remaining there until June

16, 1863, at which time he went to Camp Butler

and was on guard duty until the 4th of March,

1864, when he again joined his regiment at Mem-
phis, Tenn. On tlie 10th and 1 1th of June, he took

part in the engagement at Guntown. From there

he was sent to Memphis, and was stationed on

picket duty until late in the fall, when he was sent

on the raid to Eastport, "Miss. After some unim-

portant services, the regiment returned to Mem-
phis, where he was discharged June 19, 1865, and

was paid in Chicago. As a soldier he was prompt

and faithful in the discharge of his duties and

with true courage earnestly defended the Flag of

his adopted country.

Mr. Jacob returned home after his discharge from

the service and engaged in his former occupation.

He has been fairly successful in all his business

undertakings, and such a measure of success has re-

warded his perseverance and industry that for the

past few years he has been able to live a retired

life, doing but little at his trade.

Mr. Jacob was united in marriage with Jliss

Yohannah Mastik at Peoria, 111., on the 16th of

June, 1857. The lady passed away on the 3d of

March, 1873. He was again married, Januaiy 13,

1874, at La Fayette, Ind., to Christina Wurster.

Two children have blessed tliis union: Emma I),

and Mina, both of whom are still living under tlie

parental roof.

In political sentiment, Mr. Jacob affiliates with

the Republican part}', having cast his ballot for

its support since coming to this country. He was

elected Alderman of this city, which position he

filled very acceptably for two years. He is a

member of Iroquois Lodge No. 74, 1. O. O. F. In
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the discharge of his duties, the performance of his

labors, and in all iiis intercourse with his fellow-

men his life has ever been such tiiat the people

have accorded him their regard and friendship.

^?:FFERS0N SIIUMAN NEAR,M.D.,lMayor

of AVatseka, has been a resident of Illinois

since 1865. lie was born in Chambersburg,

^' Pa., on the 16th of March, 1848, and is a

son of Robert E. and Sarah (Shuman) Near. His

parents were born and reared in the Ke3-stone State.

The mother died when our subject was but three

years of age, and the father subsequently came to

Illinois and is now a resident of Paw Paw. At

the time of his mother's death the son was taken

to Akron, Ohio, by her peojjle, by wliom he was

reared and educated. Tlie greater part of his school

days were spent in Akron Seminary. In the fall

of 1865, Dr. Near came to Illinois and located in

.Toliet, where he engaged in teaching country

schools. He began the study of medicine under a

preceptor. Dr. C. W. Williams, a leading physician

of Joliet, and in the fall of 1874 became a student

in Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago, the

leading homeopathic medical school of the West,

from which he was graduated in the Class of '76.

lie at once established practice in Frankfort Station,

111., where he remained until the 1st of August,

18/8, wlien he removed to Watseka, aud has since

been engaged in constant and successful practice

in this city. His ofllce, which is situated over the

Citizens' Bank, is the finest doctor's office in the

county. It is well furnished and supplied with a

fine library and fitted out in a superior manner
with surgical instruments and ajipliances.

In May. 1882, Dr. Near was united in mari-iage

in Chicago with Miss Minnie Dewey, who was born

in W'estern Illinois, and is a daughter of John

Dewey and a member of the Presbyterian Church.

In politics, the Doctor is a Democrat. In May,

1887, lie was elected Mayor of W\atseka and filled

that office for two years. In the spring of 1892,

he was again elected to that office and is the present

incumbent. F'or four years he represented the

town of Middleport as Supervisor on the County

Board, serving from 1883 until 1887. inclusive. He

is the present Chairman of the Iroquois Democratic

Central Committee and h.as held that position for

four years. Under President Cleveland's adminis-

tration he served as a member of the local board of

United States Pension Commissioners at Watseka.

For five years he has served as local surgeon for

the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad Company.

In his social relations he is an active member of

Mon Ami Lodge No. 23 1 , K. of P. He is also a mem-

ber of the Iroquois Medical Association and is the

only physician of his school of practice residing in

the county.

Since sixteen years of age, Dr. Near has made

his own way in the world, acquiring his education

largely throligh his own unaided efforts, as he did

his medical education. By persevering industry,

integrit}- and good habits, he won the respect and

esteem of all with whom he had to do, while as a

physician, his ability and uniform success in prac-

tice have secured for him an extensive and lucrative

business and placed him in the foremost rank of

the profession in his count3\ As a public officer,

his career has been distinguished b3' prompt and

capable discharge of duty and conscientious regard

for the best interests of the community. Geni.al,

afifable and courteous to all. Dr. Near h.as made

hosts of friends among his associates wherever he

has resided.

eARL DRUMM is the mechanical superin-

tendent of the Iroquois County Times. The

following is quoted from the Times pub-

lished on January 1, 1892: "To-day begins the

twenty-second year of the Times' history. Tliat

same period numbers tlie days and years that have

rolled by since Carl Drumm, its present foreman,

became connected with the paper. He was with it

when it was born and has stood by it through

storm and struggle. He laid its first font of type,

set its first line, put its first issue together, and

without intermission or holiday, has kept pace

with its career. No one is more gratified than he
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because of its great strides during the year past,

through whicli it approached its majority."

Carl Drunim was born in Rhenisli Bavaria, near

the river Rhine, in tiie year 1848. His parents

were Michael and Catherine (Simon) Drumm. Our
subject came to America when a small child with

his father and mother, who settled in Kew York
City, from which place they removed to Ontario,

Canada, where they still reside. In the year

1863, Carl became an apprentice on the Berlin

Journal, and there remained until November, 1867.

Having mastered the trade of type-setting, he

went to Cleveland, Ohio, where he vVorked on

eases several years in the office of a religious news-

paper.

Desiring to gain a thorough knowledge of job

printing, Mr. Drumm journeyed to Chicago, in

1870, and was emplo.yed in job offices of that city.

While there a telegram was received from Onarga,

111., making inquiries for a printer. In response

to this, he left the great cit^^ and cast his lot with

the Times, then being founded. In a short time,

he purchased an interest in the paper, which was

enlarged in March, 1871, and moved to Watseka

in Ma}' of the same year.

Soon after its removal to this city, Mr. Drumm
was wedded to Miss Louise Hett, of Berlin, Can-

ada, a lady he had learned to love while serving

his apprenticeship at the printer's trade. Tiiey

were married October 2, 1873, and the union has

proved a happy one, and prosperity has attended

them. Three sons were born, the eldest of whom,
John Launcelot, was born March 5, 1875. He is

doing excellent work and earning a good salary as

an employe of tiie Times. Henry Clair was born

November 28, 1876; and Harold Alter, May 9,

1881.

Mr. and Mrs. Drumm are members of the Ger-

man Lutheran Church. In politics, Mr. Drumm is

a Democrat. He belongs to the Watseka Lodge
No. 1086, K. H., and Camp No. 339, M. W. A. By
strict application to business and good manage-

ment, the subject of our sketch paid for a neat

cottage on Oak Street, owns considerable stock in

the Iroquois Building and Loan Association and is

second largest share-holder in the Times Comiiany.

Through all the changes in the ownership of the

Times, Mr. Drumm has been a safe barometer for

its guidance and always directed the departments

under his charge with unvarying success. Many
an anxious observer in years past has approached

him, regarding him as a faithful sentmel at the out-

post to answer the lines of the poet

—

" Watchman, tell us of the night

—

What its signs of promise are?"

His long and faithful career is worthy of the

best commendation.

_^LBEN L. BROUGHER is the owner of a

model farm located on section 21, Prairie

Green Township. He there owns and

operates three hundred and twenty acres

of land, which yields to him a golden tribute in

return for his care and cultivation, and Mrs.

Brougher owns one hundred and sixty acres. Not

a furrow iiad been turned or an improvement made
when lie became owner of this tract, but it is now
transformed into rich and fertile fields, and good

buildings stand as monuments to his thrift and

enterprise.

Mr. Brougher is a native of the Keystone State.

He was born in Cumberland County, near Harris-

burg, August 6, 1846, and is a son of John and

Eleanor Ann (Gregory) Brougher. The family is

of Irish descent, having been founded in America

by the great-grandfather of our subject. He
crossed the Atlantic from Ireland to this country

in Colonial days. John Brougher was born in

Cumberland County, Pa., and learned the black-

smith's trade, which he followed in connection

with farming. He died in his native State in

1876, at the age of sixty-four years. His wife

died at the age of sixty-five, on a farm which had

been in the family for one hundred and forty-one

years, on whicii she and all her children were born.

Mr. Brougher had served as County Commissioner

and was a prominent and influential citizen. So-

cially, he was connected with the Odd Fellows' soci-

et}-, and in politics he was a Democrat. Ilis business

life was one of success and he became well-to-do.
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Himself and wife were members of the Presbyte-

rian Cliureh and were zealous workers. She Imd

liecn twice married before and had two children

liy each marriage. In their family were eight chil-

dren: Oliver, who served as Sergeant in a Penn-

sylvania regiment in the late war, now resides in

Des Moines, Iowa; Jane is living in Michigan;

Elizabeth resides near the old homestead in Penn-

sylvania; Miles, who was in the employ of the

Government during the late war, is a farmer of

the Keystone State; Emeline is living near the

old homestead; A. L. is the next younger; Elias,

who was one of the boys in blue during the late

war, is now an agriculturist of Stockland Town-

ship; and Delilah is living in Pennsylvania. All

of the children were born and reared in the Key-

stone State and are j'et living.

The boyhood days of our subject were quietly

passed in Penns3^1vania. His education, acquired

in the common schools, was completed at the age

of seventeen, after which he gave his entire time

and attention to farm work, with which he has

been familiar since he was ten years of age. At

the .age of eighteen he began to earn his own live-

lihood, and for nine months drove a team for the

Government during the late war. He was then

employed in a Houring-mill. While in Pennsyl-

vania he wedded Mary Messenger, but she died

three years later, leaving one son. Miles, who is

living with his grandmother in Pennsylvania, at

the age of twenty-three years.

After his marriage, Mr. Rrougher engaged in

farming tor five years in Pennsylvania, and in the

spring of 1872 he removed to Iroquois County

and located upon the farm which has since been

his home. He may well be called a self-made man,

for he started out in life empty-handed and by his

perseverance, industiy and good management has

acquired a handsome property and achieved suc-

cess. When he came here he could see noihing

but wild jirairie in any direction.

Mr. Prougher was the second time married on

the 29th of .lanuary, 1872, in Penton County,

Ind., the lady of his choice being Miss Nancy ¥,.

15rown,who was born in Tippecanoe County, Ind.,

a daughter of John and Catherine (Mater) Brown,

both natives of Pennsylvania and pioneers of Tip-

pecanoe County, Ind., where the father farmed

most of his life. The mother passed away in Indi-

ana at the age of sixty-two years. The father

died in Hoopeston, 111., aged eight3^-flve years.

Unto our subject have been born six children:

Velena Ann, Velona Leah, John Koy and Mervin

Kay (twins) Mary Anice and Alben J. Mrs.

Brougher is one of twelve children, of whom seven

live.

Mr. and Mrs. Brougher are members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church of Wellington, to the

support of which the3- contribute liberall}' and are

among its active workers. He cast his first Presi-

dential vote for Seymour in 1868, and has since

lieen a supjiorter of the Democracy. He takes an

active interest in political affairs, but the honors or

emoluments of public office have never illured

him. In his social relations, he is an Odd Fellow

and a Mason, belonging to Star Lodge No. 709, A.

F. & A. M.; the Chapter of Hoopeston; and Mt.

t)livet Commandery No. 38, K. T., of Paxton. Mr.

Brougher is recognized as a leading citizen of the

community. Public-spirited and progressive, he

takes an active interest in all that pertains to its

welfare, its promotion and advancement.

1-^+^1

\i/OIIN WHITE, a successful and pwosperous

farmer, resides just on the outskirts of Mil-

ford, where for many years he has carried

on agricultural pursuits. He now owns and

o|)erates four hundred acres of valuable laud

which is under a high state of cultivation and well

improved. He follows general farming, and the

well-tilled fields and neat a])pearance of the place

indicate the supervision of a thrifty and careful

manager.

Mr. White well deserves representation in the

history of his adopted county, and with [ileasure

we record his sketch. He was born near Oxford,

Butler County, Ohio, June 1, 1836, and is a son of

Amos and Rebecca (Kennedy) AVhite, who were

also natives of the Buckeye State. Their famil}-

numbered seven children, but two died in infancy.

Those who grew to manhood and womanhood are
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as follows: Susan, who became the wife of Charles

Axtell, died in June, 1864, leaving a daughter,

Eva, who is now the wife of Julius Wheeler; John

of thissketcli; Priseilla, wife of Daniel Fry, by

whom she has three childi-en, one son and two

daughters; Sarah, who resides with her mother in

Watseka; and Harriet, wife of AVilliam James, a

resident of Frankfort, Ind. In 1849, the parents

emigrated with their family from Ohio to Iro-

quois County, 111., and entered land in what is

now Milford Township. The father died in 1862,

but the mother is now a resident of Watseka.

Mr. White, whose name heads this sketch, made

his home in the Buckeye State until he came

with the family' to this county. Since 1849 he has

been a resident of Milford Township, and during

the forty-three j'ears which have since passed has

resided onlj^ upon his present farm, which was

entered from the Government by his father and

adjoins the corporation limits of Milford on the

east.

Mr. White has led a busy and useful life, and has

devoted the greater part of his attention to agri-

cultural pursuits, yet has found time to serve his

fellow-townsmen in several ofHcial positions, and

his duties were ever faithfully performed. He is

alike true to every public and private trust, and

the confidence reposed in him is never misplaced.

He takes considerable interest in the Masonic

order, holding membership with Milford Lodge

No. 168, A. F. & A. M.; Watseka Chapter No. 1 14,

R. A. M.; and Mt. Olivet Commandery No. 38,

K. T., of Paxton.

On the 15th of September, 1863, Mr. White led

to the marriage altar Miss Hannah Brown, daugh-

ter of Barnabas and Martha (Wiley) Brown, of

Ontario, Canada. One child has been born of this

union, a son, Amos, on the 29th of February, 1868.

He married Miss Louise Belle _Berry, daughter of

Oliver and Melinda (Hold) Berry. They liave a

little daughter, Harriet Rebecca, born on the 24th

of November, 1891. Mr. White and his wife are

well and favorably known throughout this com-

munity where they have so long made their home,

and their friends are man}'. He has witnessed

much of the growth and development of the

county, having seen it when the greater part of

the land was still in its primitive condition, when
the settlements were widely scattered, and when

many of the now flourishing towns were not in

existence. The rapid changes he has seen, and in

the work of development and progress he has ever

borne his part.

<jt^LDON T. BRIGHAM, dental surgeon, and

l^ the oldest established dentist of Watseka
/I I—<^ iu years of pi'actice, opened his office in

this citj' in January, 1885. The Doctor was born

in Chautauqua County, N. Y., on the 6th of No-

vember, 1853, and is a son of Nelson and Char-

lotte (Stoddard) Brigham. His parents were born

in the same county as their son. They emigrated

to Illinois in 1857, and settled in Fairbury, Liv-

ingston County, where the father engaged in

agricultural pursuits until the year 1887, when

they moved to Chicago. They are still residing

in that city.

Eldon T. came to this State witli his parents, was

reared on his father's farm, and received a com-

mon-school education. In 1878, he began the

study of dentistrj- in Sheldon, Iroquois County,

111., and opened an otiice in tliat place the same

}-ear. After practicing there until January 1,

1885, he removed to Watseka, where he opened an

office, and has since done a successful and increas-

ing business. In order to better perfect himself

in his profession, he took a course of studj'at the

Northwestern College of Dental Surgeiy of Chi-

cago, from which he graduated in the Class of '88.

In May, 1889, Dr. Brigham admitted Dr. George

R. Lee to partnership with him, under the firm

name of Brigham & Lee. These gentlemen are

fully abreast of tlie times iu all new discoveries

and Inventions pertaining to their business, and

have the most complete facilities for doing all

kinds of work in their line, including the most in-

tricate jobs of crowning and bridge-work, and are

recognized as the leading dentists of the county.

Dr. Brigham is a member of the Illinois State Den-

tal Societ}'.

The Doctor was married at Saybrook, 111., De-
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cember 27, 1876, to Miss Maggie E. Raj'born. She

was boru in McLean County, 111., and is a daugliter

of Henrj- R. Rayborn, Esq. Two children were

horn to Dr. and Mrs. Brigham, Edith E. and Roy E.

The little sou died at the age of three j-ears.

In politics, Mr. Brigham is a Republican. So-

cially, he is a member of AVatseka Lodge No. 446,

A. F.ct A. M.; and of Watseka Chapter No. 114,

K. A. M.; also of Mon Ami Lodge No. 231. K. of

v. Dr. Brigham is a member of the Watseka Re-
|

publican Publishing Company, of which he is
|

tre.asurer. He and his partner have the finest suite

of dental rooms in Iroquois County, which are lo-

cated over the Citizens' Bank in the new brick

liuilding, and are well lighted and elegantly fur-

nished and complete in all their appointments.

Dr. and Mrs. Brigham are members of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church.

^^ABRETT CA.SPI

||[ g~ (German farmers

?^j| his home on sect

A.SPERS, one of the leading

of Iroquois County, m.ikes

section 11, Ash Grove Town-

ship. He was born in Hanover, Friesland, Ger-

nian\', on the 27th of September, 1821, and is a

son of .lacob II. and Antze (Garretts) Caspers,

both natives of that country. The father was

born .January 3, 1777, and spent his entiie life in

the Fatherland, where he was engaged .as a car-

penter and bricklayer. In 1818, he wa* united in

marriage with Miss Garretts, who was born on the

20th of April, 1797, and unto them were boru

three children, of whom our subject is the only

one now living. John and Annie died after com-

ing to the United States. The mother accompan-

ied Garrett to this country, the father having

died when our subject was but sixteen veal's of

age, and with him remained until her death, which

occurred in Woodford County, 111. The family

left Bremen in 1854, and after a nine-week voy-

age landed at New Orleans. They then proceeded

up the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers to Peoria,

where the other two children died.

The subject of this sketch grew to manhood in

his native land, and there learned the carpenter's

trade, which he carried on for many j-ears. In

Peoria he worked at his trade for four years, when,

in 1858, he went to AVoodford County, where he

purch.ased a farm of eighty .acres. This he im-

proved and cultivated until his removal to Iro-

quois Count}' in 1877. Here he became the owner

of a farm of one hundred and sixty acres on section

11, Ash Grove Township, which he still makes his

home. He is one of the prosperous and well-to-do

farmers of this community, having been very suc-

cessful in his business affairs.

In Woodford County, Mr. Caspers married Tada

Conrad, a native of Germany, the wedding cere-

mony being performed on the 22d of October,

18.")9. The lady came with her parents to this

countiy when about four years of .age and made

her home in this State. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cas-

pers was born a family of ten children, two

of whom are now deceased: .Jacob H., born .Jan-

uary 6, 1861, is now a farmer of Nebraska; Emma,

the wife of Fritz Trapp, of Nebraska, was born on

the 23d of February, 1862; Annie, born January

28, 1864, is the wife of Jonas List, a farmer of Mil-

ford Township; Richard, deceased, was born Decem-

ber 17, 1865; Richard, (2d) born June 25, 1867.

is a farmer of Nebraska; Katie, deceased,was born

on the 12lh of Jl.ay, 1869; Herman, born July 18,

1871, aids his father in the operation or the home

farm; Frederick, born October 29, 1873, resides in

Dakota; Oracle, born December 8, 1875, and John,

born February 25, 1878, are still under the pa-

rental roof. The children all had good educa-

tional privileges, studying both the German and

English languages.

Religiously, Mr. Caspers and family are mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church, of which he has been

Secretary'. He is a liberal supporter of the church

and helped to build the present house of worship.

He cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln, whom
he had the ple.asure of seeing. He now exercises

his right of franchise in support of the Democratic

jjarty as a general rule, but is not strictly partisan,

preferring to vote for the man whom he thinks will

best fill the office. Mr. Caspers is one of the self-

made men of the county, having started out in life

mill only *20, but has worked his wa}' upward to
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success and has now a comfortable competenc3\

He is highly respected throughout the communitj^,

and German}' has furnished no better citizen to

Illinois. He has gained all he now possesses b}'

his own industry and enterprise.

H^'^Hl 1^ » •'^

Vl'AMES F. HEREFORD, a prominent drug-

gist of Watseka, was born in Clark County

j

111., on the 21st of January, 1845. He is a

' son of L. P. and Louisa (Powell) Hereford,

both natives of Virginia. They went to Peoria,

111., in 1833, but soon afterward removed to Clark

County, where they remained until 1845. The}'

then went to Tazewell County, where they lived

until 1853, at which time they settled in Wood-
ford County, 111. Here the father of our subject

entered and improved eighty acres of land, on

which he erected a fine home, where he resided

during the remainder of a life of usefulness and

industry. In .connection with farming he did quite

an extensive business in stock-raising, and in addi-

tion to these employments, carried on a real-

estate business and was engaged in other occupa-

tions.

Of a family of eight children, our subject was

the fourth in order of birth, and seven still sur-

vive. Mrs. Hereford's ancestors were a long-lived

race of people, being strong and health}' until

they had attained a good old age. His maternal

grandmother, Mrs. Louisa Powell, lived to the ripe

old age of ninety-six.

INIr. James F. Hereford received the advantages

of a common-school education, which was supple-

mented by a course of study at Eureka College.

At the age of twenty-six he commenced farming,

which pursuit he followed for about six years with

good success. He then entered the drug business,

locating in Secor, 111. In 1887, he removed to

AVatseka, and has continued iu the drug trade

since that time. From the time when he estab-

lished business here, he has been recognized as one

of the leading druggists of the town, and by the

liberal patronage which lie receives, it is evident

that he has won the coufldence and respect of his

customers as the result of his courteous treatment,

fair dealing and prompt attention to their wants.

On the 10th of June, 18(;5, Mr. Hereford was

united in wedlock with Miss Elizabeth Dickinson, a

daughter of John R. Dickinson, a resident of this

county. Our subject is a member of the Watseka

Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A. M. He served his fel-

low-citizens during three years as County Super-

visor. He is a very public-spirited, enterprising

man and is highly respected throughout this com-

munity. He is well informed on all subjects of

general interest and able to express his ideas faith-

fully and well. By strict attention to business he

has built up a good trade and enjoys the esteem of

all the citizens of this town.

EORGE HOWARD PIERCE, who is en-

gaged in general fanning and stock-raising

on section 17, Milford Township, has the

honor of being a native of this State. The place

of his birth is Belle Flower Township, Marshall

County, and the date December 12, 1856. He is a

son of Charles S. and Mary Lucinda (Fowler)

Pierce, natives of Massachusetts. On leaving the

I^ast, his parents emigrated to Illinois, settling on

a farm in Marshall County about 1850. There

they resided for many years, after which they went

to Ford County, III. In that county they made

their home until 1877, when they went to Iowa,

but the following year they returned to Illinois,

and have since been residents of Iroquois County.

A fuller account of the family is given in the ac-

count of A. F. Pierce.

Mr. Pierce of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and youth under the parental roof in the

usual manner of farmer lads, working in the fields

during the summer months, while in the winter

season he attended the common schools, where he

acquired his education. After attaining to years

of maturity he was united in marriage with Miss

Lauretta Jane Mahoney, daughter of John Ma-

honey. Their wedding was celebrated in Ford

Count}-, on the 2olh of Octobei', I875i and upon a
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farm in that county they began their domestic life,

making it their home until 1886. In that year

ihey came to Iroquois County, and located on a

farm in Milford Township, two miles west of the

village of Jlilford, where they have since resided.

Throughout his entire life Mr. Pierce has engaged

in farming and stock-raising, and now operates

tliree hundred and ten acres of laud. His fields

are well tilled, and the neat appearance of the

place indicates his thrift and enterprise.

I'nto Mr. and Mrs. Pierce have been born a

family of seven children, three song and four

daughters, as follows: William Howard, born May
1. 1880; Thomas Henry, July 27, 1881; Mary, De-

cember 21, 1882; Alice and Charlie, twins, born

May 31, 1885; Martha Arwinnie, February 20,

1887; and Lillie. April 2. 1890.

Mr. Pierce holds membership with the Milford

Lodge of Modern Woodmen, and is also a member
of the Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association. Po-

litically, he is a Kepublieau. He and his wife are

iiighly respected people, who have a large circle of

friends and acquaintances throughout the commu-
nity.

OIIJC EBY is a representative .agriculturist

of this county and the owner of a valuable

farm on the Iroquois River, consisting of

two hundred and thirty acres on section 23,

Iroquois Township. He is practical and progress-

ive, and by his own industrious efforts has won a

position among the substantial citizens of the com-
munity.

Mr. Eby is a native of ludi.ana. He was born in

Wabash County, September 3, 1848. His father,

Michael Eb\-,died when our subject was a lad of

tliree yeai-s. His mother in after years married

again, and .lohn spent his early youth with a guar-

dian. His educational privileges were limited, he

being permitted to attend the public schools only

for a few months each year, but he was early

trained to farm labor. About 1860, he accom-

panied his mother and stejifather to Illinois, the

family making a location iu this county. Our

subject worked on a farm by the month for several

years, being thus employed until his marriage. In

March, 1873, he was joined in wedlock with Miss

Sarah Sturdevant, a native of this county. Her

father, Jonathan Clark !>turdevant, is one of the

htmored pioneers of this locality. He located on

the Iroquois River at the place known as Sturde-

vant's Bend, where he opened up a farm and

reared his family.

After his marriage. Mr. Eby located on a small

farm on the south side of Iroquois River and en-

gaged in its operation for several years. During

this time, he purchased a small piece of timber-

land on the north side of the river, but as his finan-

cial resources were increased, the boundaries of his

farm were enlarged, until he is now the owner of

two hundred and thirtj' acres of rich and valuable

land. He now h.as in his home farm one hundred

and fifty acres,which are under a high state of culti-

vation. The place is well improved with a neat

and substantial residence, a large barn, and all the

other accessories of a model farm. Mr. Eby com-

menced life a poor boy, saving to make his own
way in the world from an early age. On attaining

his majority, he came into possession of ¥500

from his father's estate, and with this exception

his entire possessions have been acquired by his

own enterprise and industr\'. He has thus accu-

mulated a large and valuable property and is con-

sidered one of the thrifty and well-to-do farmers

of Iroquois Township.

Six children grace the union of our subject and

his wife, two sons .and three daughters. Charles,

the eldest, now aids his father in the operation of

the home farm; Eva, (jeorgc, Lueinda and Ida are

still under the parental roof Thev lost one child,

Frances, who died at the age of two years.

Mr. Eby has been identified with the Repub-

lican party since he became a voter. The cause of

education finds in him a friend, and he is a firm

believer in the public-school system. He and his

wife are members of the Methodist Church and

give liberally to church, charitable and benevolent

purposes. Their home is the abode of hospitality

and iu social circles they rank high. Their friends

throughout the community are many and they

are held in warm esteem by all who know them.
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Thiitj-'two years have passed since Mr. Eby came
to the county, and with its upbuilding and devel-

opment during this period he has been promi-

nent! \- identified. Asa valued and representative

citizen of the community, he certainlj' deserves

representation in this volume.

yt? EAXDER M. IIOOLE, wiio resides in Wat-

I ((^ seka, is one of the honored pioneer settlers

JI^Y, of Iroquois County. He was born in the

Province of Quebec, Canada, on the 9th of August,

1836, and is a son of Henry W. and Charlotta

(Wells) Hogle. His father was a native of Iloosic,

N. Y., and was of German descent. In Keene, N.

H., he married Miss AVells, who was a native of

that place. They removed to Canada, where the

father died in 1848, at the age of fifty years. The

mother died in Watseka, in 1874.

Tlie subject of this sketch came with his mother

to Illinois on the 11th of August, 1849, and settled

in Middleport, where his boj'hood days were

passed. His education was acquired in the com-

mon schools, and he learned the harness-maker's

trade in Middleport, but followed it only a short

time. He afterward engaged in wagon-making

and ran a shop in Milford for three ^-ears. He
also carried on harness-making and also engaged

in cabinet-making for a time, but at length sold

out to Mr. Bishop. His next venture was as the

proprietor of a meat market, which he carried on

for two years. Since that time he has been en-

gaged in the insurance business.

In 1857, in Milford, Mr. Hogle was united in

marriage with Miss Caroline M. Davis, daughter

of Jonathan Davis, and a native of Ohio. Five

children have been born of their union: II. Clar-

ence, who married Miss Emma Beckett, and is liv-

ing in Peoria; Walter H., who married Miss Nellie

Hutchinson, and makes his home in Milford; Ina,

wife of A. W. Lewis, of Plattsmoutb, Neb.; Wilda,

wife of Ichabod White, a resident of Omaha, Neb.;

and Maud.

Mr. Hogle has taken quite a prominent part in

public affairs. He served as Assessor for six terms

in Middleport Township; filled the otflce of Con-

stable for about thirteen years, and was De[)uty

.Sheriff for eight years. In political sentiment, he

is a stanch Democrat. The educational interests

of the community have ever found in him a friend

and he has served as a member of the School

Board, as School Trustee and as Director. His wife

is a member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Hogle

has a wide acquaintance throughout this commun-
ity and is held in high esteem bj^ many friends.

He has made his home in the county since 1849,

and has been prominently identified with its up-

building and advancement. He well deserves rep-

resentation in this volume and with pleasure we
present this record of his life to our readers.

;ILLIAM A. B. TATE, the popular and

'l/ efficient Postmaster of Buckley, who is

'^' also serving as Justice of the Peace, ranks

among the most prominent citizens of this town.

He was born in Harrison County, Ind., on the 18th

of January, 1839, and is one of a family of eight

children. His parents were Zachariah W. and Jane

Rame.v (Gillispie) Tate, the former a native of

Indiana and the latter of the Keystone State. Of

their four sons and .four daughters, four are yet

living, namely: Mrs. Louisa Caroline Gay; W. A. B.

of this sketch; Mrs. Elizabeth J. Billings and E. W.

With the exception of our subject all are residents

of Kansas. The ^llOther died in Indiana in 1862,

and in 1864 the father removed to Illinois, where

he made his home for nine years. In 1873, he re-

moved to Greenleaf, Washington County, Kan.,

where he made his home until 1882, when he was

called to the home beyond'.

In the common schools of his native State the

subject of this record acquired his education. He
afterward learned the mason's trade, and it was his

intention to pursue a collegiate course of study,

but after the breaking out of the late war he

abandoned that idea, and on the 9th of July, 1861,

faithful to liis duty and true to his patriotic im-

pulses, he entered the service as a member of Com-
panj' B, Twenty-fourth Indiana Infantry, Gov. A.
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P. Ilovey's regiment. He valiantl.y served for

four years and five montlis, participating in many
important engagements and enduring much ardu-

ous service. At Mobile, Ala., he was wounded in

the head by a piece of shell, and from the effect of

this wound he still suffers with the headache.

When hostilities had ceased and the Union had

l)een preserved through the efforts of such men as

our subject, he was mustered out, December fi,

IMO.').

After the war, 'Mr. Tate returned to French Lick

Springs, Ind., where he followed the mason's trade

until 1868. In the meantime, he formed a matri-

monial alliance with Miss Salina E. Plumnier, a

daughter of George and Elvira (Bratton) Plum-

nier. of French Lick Springs, Ind. Their union

was celebrated on the 8th of .September, 1867.

The following year thej^ removed to La Salle

County, III., where Mit Tate engaged in farming

for a time. In March, 1870, he came to Buckley

and for a number of years was engaged in business

as a brick and stone mason and a plasterer. He
then engaged in clerking in the general store of

C. Quesse for two 3'ears. On the 23d of April,

1889, he was appointed by President Harrison as

Postmaster of Buckle^', which office he still holds.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tate were born two chil-

dren, but they lost tiieir son, William G., who
was born on the 8th of August, 1868, and died on

the 8tii of October, 1888, at the age of twenty

years. Lillie E., born January 15, 1870, is now
the wife of Rev. A. A. Waters, formerly of Buck-

ley. He is now teaching in Hedding College, in

Abingdon, III., occupying the chair of science.

They have three children, a son and two daugh-

ters: Gilbert, Inez and Maliel.

Mr. Tate is a stalwart Republican, who warmly

advocates llie principles of the party with which

he h.is been connected since attaining his majority.

He has been honored with several local offices, the

duties of which he ever discharges with prompt-

ness and fidelity. He was at one time President

of the Village Board and for many years served as

a member of the Village Council. Himself and

wife arc both members of the Methodist Episcopal

(.'hurcli and are highly respected peojile, whose

friends throughout the community are many.

80

^^EORGE R. A.SHMAN, Mayor of Oilman,

1(1 |_^ and dealer in grain, coal and agricultural

%=JA,\ implements, was born near Buffalo, Erie

County, N. Y., on the 3d of August, 1849. He is

a son of .John H. and Sallie (Turner) Ashman. The

Turner family is of German descent, as is also the

Ashman family. The paternal great-grandfather

of our subject was a soldier of the Revolu-

tionary War, and his grandfather was a Captain

under Gen. Scott at the battle of Lundy's Lane, in

the War of 1812. His father was born near Buf-

falo and his mother was also a native of Erie

County and there their marriage was celebrated. In

1854, they came to JIcHenry County, III., where

Mr. Ashman followed his trade of building. He
was quite an extensive contractor and architect and

a man who was thoroughly acquainted with his line

of trade. He took an active interest in the Repub-

lican party and in all local affairs. His death oc-

curred in 1878, and that of the wife in 1892. Both

were of the Universalist faith. Six of the children

of their family of eight are now living.

The subject of this sketch is the fifth in order of

birth. He was reared to manhood in McHenry

Couuty and received his education in the common

schools, supplemented by a course in Marengo Col-

lege. He learned the carpenter's trade with his

father and became a first-class workman. In 1870

he went to Ford County, where he spent two years

on a farm. He then went to Roberts and clerked

until 1878 for William Flora. After that he went

on the road as traveling salesman and collector for

the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company, at

which he continued until 1885. He next began

buying grain and handling farm implements on his

own account, in which business he has succeeded

beyond his expectations, at present doing a busi-

ness of about ^100,000 per year.

Near Roberts, Mr. Ashman was joined in wed-

lock, February 29, 1880, with Ida .S., daughter of

S. C. Burt, one of the pioneers of Ford Couuty.

The father was born in the old Bay State, February

10, 1820, and died on the 27th of .July, 1887. In

Massachusetts, during his younger years, he learned

the trade of a carpenter and joiner. His primary

education, acquired in the common schools, was

supplemented by one year's study of higher
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branches. At the age of seventeen he left his old

home and, ^startillg Westward, traveled five hundred

miles on foot into the wilds of New York. Hebe-

came one of the early settlers of Cattaraugus

County and there built a pioneer cabin and cleared

a farm, making a home in the "'land of the live

great waters." During the infancy of Mrs. Ash-

man he removed with his familj' to Illinois, locat-

ing in Iroquois County. He was also one of the

pioneers of this locality and was a prominent and

leading citizen during its early days. Mr. Burt

and his wife were charter members of the first Con-

gregational Church which was organized in Ford

County, it being located in Lyman Township, and

they took a prominent part in all that would ad-

vance the best interests of the community. Mr.

Burt passed awa}' at the age of sixt3'-seven years,

but his wife is still living and enjoys good health

for one of her years. She was born in Massachu-

setts, September 8, 1814, and makes her home in

Gilraan. She is a member of the Presbyterian

Church of that place and is a life member of the

Bible Society. In politics, Mr. Burt was an old-

line Whig until the dissolution of that party, and

at the organization of the new Republican party

he joined its ranks and continued one of its stanch

supporters until his death.

Mrs. Ashman, wife of our subject, was born

February 29, 1856. She was educated in the com-

mon schools of her adopted county and in Grand

Prairie Seminary of Onarga. She also took a full

course of musical instruction in the Conservatory

of Music in the same place and became a teacher

of recognized ability in Ford and Iroquois Coun-

ties, following that profession for a period of five

years. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ashman have been born

five children: Jessie L., Elina O., Ogilbie B., Luella

(deceased), and Merrill, who was accidentalh

drowned in a well when twenty-two montlis of age.

Mrs. Ashman is a member of the Presbyterian

Church, to which her husband gives his support.

She also holds membership with the Ladies' Foreign

and Home Missionary Societies and with the

Woman's Christian Temperance Fnion of Gilinan,

of which she is Corresponding Secretary. Mr. Ash-

man is greatly interested in civic societies and is a

Knight Templar Mason. He belongs to Gilman.

LodgeNo. 591, A. F. & A.M.; Watseka Chapter No.

114, R. A. M.; andMt. t)livet Commandery No. 38,

K. T., of Paxton. Politically, he exercises his right

of francliise by casting his ballot for the nominees

of the Republican jiarty. Recognizing his merit

and believing in his ability, his fellow-townsmen

have frequently called upon him to All position^ of

trust and honor. While in Ford County he acted

as Deputy Sheriff. He has been Alderman of the

Second Ward of Gilman for one term, and in the

spring of 1891 was chosen Mayor on theAnti-license

ticket and still occupies that office. He is a very

popular Mayor and the city has materially improved

financially and otherwise since his administration.

In regard to matters of education he is alwa3'S verj-

active and is now serving his third year as a mem-
ber of the School Board. He has been Secretar}' of

the Gilman Building and Loan Association since

its organization. He is also President of the Gil-

man Hall Association. Whatever success he has

met with in life is due to his own effoits, industiy,

good management and exercise of correct business

principles. His pleasant home is the abode of hos-

l)itality and comfort and with his estimable wife

he entertains a large circle of friends who esteem

them most highly for their sterling worth and

m.any good qualities.

=^

"SHAMES CRANGLE, who is engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits, on section 6, Ash Grove

Township was born in County Down. Ire-

land, March 17, 1832, on the farm where

his father, James Crangle, was born and reared.

His mother bore the maiden name of Maiy Brennan.

In 1 840, the famil3- sailed for America. The vessel

in which they took passage weighed anchor at

Warren Point on the 23d of April, and on the 28th

of May re.iched the harbor of New York. The fa-

ttier of our subject then came on with his wife and

children to Grundy County', III., and worked on

the canal. His death occurred about 1843, after

which his widow returned to the Emerald Isle.

Both were members of the Catiiolic Church. Their

family' numbered four childien: Sarah, who is jjow
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married and resides in Ireland; Patrick, in Chero-

kee County, Iowa; James, of tliis sketch; and Peter,

now deceased.

Our subject was a lad of onl\- eight summers

when he crossed the brin3' deep. At the age of

ten he Ijegan working on a farm and was in the

employ of one man seven years. During that

period, by perseverance and economy he acquired

a suiall capital .nnd purchased eighty acres of land

in Grundy County, where he engaged in farming

until 1869, except that his duties were interrupted

by his service in tiic late war. He enlisted on the

Utth of August, 1862, as a member of Company
1), Seventj'-second Illinois Infantry, which was

assembled at Chicago, Col. Fred Starring in com-

mand. Thence the troops were sent to Cairo,

later to Columbus, Ky., then to Oxford, Jliss., and

afterward to Memphis, where thoy spent the win-

ter. In the spring they started from Jlilliken's

Bend for Vicksburg, by way of Grand Gulf, par-

ticipating in tlie battle of Champion Hill under

(ien. Grant. They then made a charge on Vicks-

burg, in which Company D lost half its number,

and participated in the siege until tlie surrender of

tlie city on the 4th of July. With his regiment,

;\Ir. Crangle went to Natchez, then spent the fol-

lowing winter in Vicksbuig, on provost duty. His

health suffered much and he was transferred to the

A'eterau Reserve Corps. He spent two or three

months at Ft. Lincoln in Washington and the re-

mainder of his service was in guarding prisoners

at Rock Island, where he was honorably discharged

July 17, 1865.

Mr. Crangle then returned to liis farm, and in

1869 came to Iroquois County, purchasing his

present farm of one hundred and sixty acres,

whereon he has since made his home. He was

married, November 29, 185.5, in Brookficld, La
Salle County, to Jliss Bridget O'Farrell, a native

of Ottawa and a daughter of Frank and Mary
(Carey) O'Farrell. Unto them have been born

the following children: Peter, who went to Ne-

braska in 1886, but returned after six years and is

nt)W on the home farm; John, who aids his father

in farming; Frank, County Superintendent of

Schools, whose sketch appears elsewhere; James,

who died in infancy; Anna, who was educated at

Onarga and is now a teacher of recognized abilit\'.

Ella, who died August 17, 1888, at the age of

twenty years; Sadie, at home; Alice, who was edu-

cated at Onarga and is now engaged in teaching;

Jesse; Lucy; Charles, who died in 1888, at the age

of nine years; James and Edna. The seven young-

est children are natives of this county and tlie

others were born in Grundy County.

Mr. Crangle and his family are all members of

the Catholic Church and he is the President of the

Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association. • Sociall3-, he

is a member of Crescent Post No. 717, G. A. R.,

being Senior Vice-commander, having been trans-

ferred from Williams Post No. 25, of AVatseka.

He cast his first vote for James Buchanan and

has since supported the Democratic party, except

m 1864, when he voted for Lincoln. In the ex-

citing times prior to the war, he heard a debate

between Lincoln and Douglas in Ottawa. lie is

usually found in the conventions of his party and

has held some local offices, having served as Super-

visor for five years. In Grundy County, he served

ten years as Justice of the Peace. His residence

in the county covers a period of almost a quarter

of a century, and during these j'ears he has estab-

lished a reputation as a good citizen, an honorable

business man and a progressive farmer. He has

made his own way in life and his success has been

achieved througli his own efforts.

VP^~^ H. IIOLLENBACK is one of the early

lirjjj settlers and honored citizens of this county,

!*V^ now residing in Cissna Park. He was born

V^^ in Cable Coun ty, AV. Va.. December 1 9, 1 8 1 .3,

tm tiie banks of the Ohio River. His grandf.'ither,

Martin Hollenback, was a native of Germany, who
came to this country in Colonial days, located in

A'irginia, and afterwards removed to South Caro-

lina. He ser^'ed in the Revolutionary War under

Gen. Washington. By trade he was a cooiier.

His death occurred in Virginia. The father of our

subject, Martin Hollenback, Jr., w.as born in South

Caifilinn, and spent his last days in We.<t Viiginia.
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Throughout his life he followed the occupation of

farming. His wife, who bore the maiden name of

Ellen Hampton, was a daughter of Dr. Hampton,

a native of England and a prominent physician.

She was born in North Carolina and was reared in

West Virginia. Both Mr. and Mrs. IloUenbaek

were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

and in politics he was a Whig. Their family num-

bered nine children: William, now deceased, was

employed on a steamboat on the Ohio River; H. H.

is the next younger; Daniel, who served in a Penn-

sylvania regiment during the late war, died in

Anderson ville prison; Malhias died at the age of

nineteen; John was also employed on the river;

Sarah, Mary, Catherine and Eliza were the daugh-

ters of the family.

Our subject was reared on the banks of the

Ohio, and as soon as old enough to handle the

plow, he began work in the fields and was inured

to farm labor. His education was quite limited.

He went to school three months during the winter

season, and his books consisted of a speller and

Testament, in which he learned to read. The

school was conducted on the subscription plan.

Mr. Hollenback remained at home until 1865, and

was in the midst of the war difficulties, the country

around his home being traversed by both armies.

On the 9tli of March, 1865, he came to Illinois,

locating at Loda, where he rented a farm. He af-

terward operated another rented farm for three

years, and then bought an eight^'-acre tract of

wild prairie land in Pigeon Grove Township,

which he transformed into rich and fertile fields.

In 1884, he sold his farm and removed to Cissna

Park, where he has sin<;e lived retired. He here

built four residences, three of which he yet owns.

On the 3d of May, 1832, Mr. Hollenback mar-

ried Miss Margaret Ann Ricketts, who came of an

old family of Eastern Virginia, of English descent.

Unto them have been born eleven children, five of

whom are still living: Leonidas, who served in

the First Virginia Cavalry for three years and

four months, is now engaged in the dairy business

near Kansas Citj', Mo.; John, who served in the

Fifth Virginia Infantry, also resides near Leonidas,

hut since the ivar has been in poor health; Will-

iam, who was in the First Virginia Cavalry, was

taken prisoner, sent to Belle Isle and afterward to

Andersonville, where he died; Oliver is living in

North Nebraska; James is the nest 3'ounger; Mrs.

Fannie Weddington died in Texas in 1892; and

Mrs. Nannie Thornton resides at home. With the

exception of the youngest, all were born in West

Virginia.

Mr. Hollenback cast his first Presidential vote

for William Henry Harrison in 1836, and sup-

ported the Whig party until the rise of the Re-

publican party. He voted for Lincoln. Since

thai time he has been a Republican, and he advo-

cated that party in its early days, when it required

courage to support those principles, for men were

shot down for advocating such opinions.

Mr. and Mrs. Hollenback have traveled life's

journey together for sixty years as man and wife,

and the years have but served to strengthen their

mutual love and confidence. Their lives have

been checkered with sorrow and pain, but the hus-

band has upheld and supported the wife and she

has sustained and encouraged him. Together they

pass down the hill, but their last years are made

pleasant by many friends who join with their chil-

dren in showing them love, attention and respect.

#;'-
HARLES H. PAYSON, attorney-at-law,sen-

/ - partner of the law firm of Paj-son it

^^^' Orebaugh, of Watseka, is a native of Illi-

nois and was born in Bureau County, November

27, 1855. He is a son of H. L. and Maria E.

(Briggs") Payson, and came to Iroquois County in

1867. His education was obtained in the public

school and also at Lombard University, of (iales-

burg, 111. He studied law in Pontiac, in the office

of his brother, the Hon. L. E. Payson, late Mem-

ber of Congress from that district. He was ad-

mitted to the Bar in 1876, and subsequentl}' to all

the Federal Courts, with the exception of the Su-

preme Court of the United States.

Mr. Payson began practice in Pontiac and con-

tinued there until 1878, when he went to Southern

Kansas. Later, he spent three years in the silver

mines of Colorado, and in 1884 located in Wat-
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seka, where he resumed the practice of his profes-

sion. For a year and a-half he was in partnership

with C. W. Raymond. The existing partnership

with D. A. Orebaugh was formed in September,

1891.

On the 3d of Januar}-, 1881, Mr. I'ayson was

married in Ft. Collins, Colo., to Miss Clara Mar-

tin, a daughter of Moses M. Martin. Mrs. Pavson

was born in Burlington, Iowa. She is a member

of the Episcopal Cliurcli. One child, a son, was

born to our subject and his wife, October 3, 1881,

to which the}' gave the name of Charles Victor.

The subject of this sketch is a Republican in

politics and has served as Alderman from the Sec-

ond Ward of Watseka. He is a member of the fol-

lowing named societies: the Knights of Pythias, Pat-

riotic Order of Sons of America and Modern Wood-

men of America. He is a stockholder in the Stiles

Automatic Hinge Compan}-. Mr. Payson is a man

of superior ability and is well grounded in the law.

He has built up a good practice and is esteemed an

able and successful lawyer. He is a genial, whole-

souled man, who makes friends readily, and has an

extended acquaintance throughout the State among
his brethren of the legal i)r(ifes.--ion and leading

business men.

^^ NDREW J. DECKER, one of the honored

(@/lI veterans of the late war and a pioneer

I
14) settler of this county, who for almost

<^ half a century has made his home in this

community, was b(jrn on the 1st of November,

1843, in Page County, ^'a. Ills parents were Chris-

ley and Mary Decker. His father was also born

in the Old Dominion and was reared to the occu-

pation of farming. In 1847, he emigrated West-

ward and located in Iroquois County, III. The

settlements in this locality were then widely scat-

tered and the work of progress and civilization

was scarcely begun. Hoopeston, Cissna Park and

Wellington had not yet sprung into existence.

Tliere were few roads, and the land was almost un-

broken prairie. Mr. Decker continued to follow

farming tlirougliout his entire life. In politics.

he was a Republican. His death occurred in 1880.

Mrs. Decker, a native of Virginia, is still living,

and her seventy-two years rest lightl}' upon her.

The famil}' of tiiis worthy couple numbered nine

children, of whom six are yet living.

Our subject, who is third in order of birtli, was

brought to this State when only about four years

of age, and was reared upon his father's farm, amid

the wild scenes of frontier life. His educational

advantages were limited, but by his own exertions,

experience and observation he has become well in-

formed. His training in farm labor was not so

meagre. He aided his father until after he had

attained his majority and then started out in life

for himself.

On the 18th of August, 1862, Mr. Decker, al-

though then not twenty 3'ears of age, responded

to his country's call for troops, and joined the

boys in blue of Company I, One Hundred and

Thirteenth Illinois Infantry, under Capt. West,

wiio was afterward succeeded b}' Capt. Aaron

Kane. The regiment convened at Camp Douglas,

and was commanded by Col. George D. Hogue.

Going to Memphis, Tenn., they participated in the

battle of Bolivar, where the One Hundred and

Thirteenth Illinois suffered greatly. They also

participated in the battle at La Fayette, Tenn.,

where the regiment lost three hundred men. Mr.

Decker was in the thickest of the fight. He bore

all the hardships and privations of armj- life, being

often forced to go without food. At the battle of

Holly Springs, Miss., he met the enemy, and after-

ward on an ex])edition down tlie Yazoo River, and

again at Vicksburg. At Walnut Hill they met the

enemy in a hard battle, in which they were de-

feated and ordered to the transports. ]\Ir. Decker

participated in the three-day engagement at Arkan-

sas Post, in February, 186,3, and here the Union

troops were successful. Five companies, including

that to which our subject belonged, were then de-

tailed to guai'd the fifteen thousand prisoners who
were to be taken to Springfield, III. He was ill

during that time, but he would not allow himself

to give up until he had reached his destination,

where he was discharged for disability.

After partially recovering, .Mr. Decker re-enlisted

in October, 1863, for the remainder of the war,



666 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

joining his company at Springfield, and from

tliere i)roceeded to Memphis, Tenn., where they

started aftei' the rebel General, Forrest, whom thej'

defeated in battle. On the 10th of June occurred

anothei- engagement with Gen. Forrest, in which

the Union troops were defeated and Mr. Decken
who was captured, w.as taken to Andersonville

prison, where he underwent all the tortures and

hardships of that foul den for ten months. Dur-

ing the entire time they were neyer given an}'

meat, and each soldier was allowed only a half-

pint of corn-meal, corn and cob both being ground

up, from which thej' made mush. If any of the

soldiers tried to escape, the scanty rations were

shut off from the rest, and three or four daj^s would

elapse before they were again given food. Mr.

Decker kept as far as possible from the "dead line"

but he saw many a poor fellow shot down like a

dog when he ventured too near that line, and has

seen others cut their own throats to end their

miseries. During the winter of 1864-65 he was

almost naked, having only a ragged shirt and pair

of drawers, for his other clothes had been stolen

by the rebels. His release came on the 18th of

March, 1865, and found him almost a skeleton.

It seemed almost impossible for him to reach home.

With many others he went in cattle cars to Jack-

son, Miss., where the ambulance train was to meet

them, but it failed. Those who could walk did so,

and the others crawled. Mr. Decker was twelve

days going twelve miles to Black River. With his

comrades he then went to Vicksburg, on to Mem-
phis and to Jefferson Barracks, Mo., where he re-

mained three weeks, when an order eame to send

every soldier to his own State, and he was sent to

Quincy, 111. He could not walk any from the time

he left Andersonville until he reached Quincy on

the 16th of May. He was honorably discharged

on the 2d of July, 1865, and returned to his

home, broken down in health but with the record

of a brave and honorable soldier.

September 6, 1868, Mr. Decker was united in

marriage with Miss Adeline Stanton, and unto

them have been born a son and two daughters:

Eva, wife of Lee Rothgeb, who is emplo3'ed in a

wholesale establishment in Chicago; and Alice

and William at home. The familj' resides in a neat

and comfortable home, pleasantly situated upon a

good farm of one hundred and twent}' acres of

valuable land, under a high state of cultivation

and well improved.

In politics, Mr. Decker has been a stanch Re-

publican since he cast his first Presidential vote

for Gen. U. S. Grant. For six years he has filled

the office of School Director. Socially, he is a

member of the Grand Army Post of Milford, and

himself and wife hold membership in the Presby-

terian Church of Wellington. Mr. Decker is true

to every public and private trust, displa3'ing the

same lo3'altj' that he manifested in his country's

hour of peril. He knows what war means, for he

has suffered all its hardships. He was ever found

at his post of duty, a faithful soldier, valiantly

defending the Old FLag which now floats over the

united Nation.

V ^^» /

OIIN WESLEY GRUBBS, one of the hon^

ored pioneers of the county, who is now

.^ . living a retired life in Onarga, claims Ohio

\^fJ as the State of his birth, which occurred in

Montgomery County on the 18th of October, 1827.

He is the sixth in order of birth in a family of

twelve children whose parents were John and

Margaret (Riner) Grubbs, both natives of Berkeley

County, Va. The father died in 1850, but the

mother long survived him and passed away in

1881. Of their children only six arc now living,

namely: Peter, Thomas, Mary, Martha, Eliza

and John W. Samuel, George, Catherine, Jacob

and Sarah are now deceased.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who is very widel}' and favorably known

throughout the community and well deserves rep-

resentation in the history of his adopted county.

His boyhood days were spent in the Buckeye State

and his educational advant.iges were those which

the common schools afforded.- After attaining his

majority he was joined in wedlock on the 15th of

August, 1850, with Miss Lorinda Allen, daughter

of Phineas and Keziah (Kelley) Allen. Five chil-
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dien were born unto tliem, three sons and two

daiigliters: Keziah J., born May 10, 1851, is the

nife of George 8. Ramsey, a resident of Onarga

Township, and two children were born unto them,

one of whom is living, Martha Lorinda. Phin-

eas W., born March 7, 1853, wedded Miss Anna,

daughter of William Kinnison, and they became

llie parents of two children, Lora Leotaand Lizzie.

Leroy, born July 24, 1856, married Sarali Elgin, of

Kansas, and they reside in Onarga Township.

Unto them were born four cliildren, tliree of whom
are yet living: C'iiarles, Frank and Bertha. Har-

vey .1., born March 3, 1861, wedded Miss Mary,

daughter of Robert Skeels, and is a resident of

Jewell County, Kan. I'nlo them were born three

children, but Ilarley is the only one living, Eva

Melissa and Harry having died in early childhood.

Meli!<sa J., born March 5, 1865, died in her nine-

teenth year.

In 1857, Mr Grubbs, father of this family, emi-

grated from Ohio to Illinois, locating first in Peo-

ria County, where he remained for about a year.

IIo then came to Iroquois County and settled on a

farm of two hundred acres, four miles east of

Onarga, where he spent the succeeding thirteen

years. He then removed to the village in order

to better educate his children, but after about two

years purchased one hundred and sixty acres of

land two and one-half miles east of Onarga. Re-

moving to that farm in 1870, he made it his home
for fifteen j-ears, and in the meantime extended its

boundaries bv the purchase of an additional sev-

enty-four acres, making a farm of two hundred

and thirty-four acres. The two farms, comprising

four hundred and thirty-four acres, are still owned
liy our subject and his sons. In 1885, Mr. Grubbs

abandoned agricultural pursuits and again went to

Onarga, where, with his wife, he still resides in a

comfortable home near Gi-and Prairie Seminary.

He h.as led a busy and useful life, and by his per-

severance and energy has aec|uired a comfortable

competence.

Mr. Grubbs has held the office of Road Commis-

sioner for several years, and was also School Di-

rector for several terms. He is true to everv pub-

lic and private trust, and his duties of citizenship

are ever faithfully performed. Those who know

him, and his circle of acquaintances is extensive,

hold him in the highest esteem for his sterling

worth and many excellencies of character. In pol-

itics, he is a supporter of the Democracy. For

thirty-two years he h.is been a member of the Ma-

sonic order.

i^-^ilU )MAS HAMER, who owns and operates an

W^i. excellent farm of one hundred and sixty acres

'V^^' on section 16, Ridgeland Township, is one of

the worthy citizens that England has furnished

Iroquois County. He was born near Manchester,

on the 27th of January, 1831. and isason of James

and Mar^' (CoUings) Hamer. His father was a

spinner by trade and worked in a cotton factoiy.

He met his death by accident in 1853, being killed

by the machinery of the mills. His wife survived

him about two years, passing awa3' in 1855. Their

family numbered nine children, of whom our sub-

ject is the second in order of birth; John and

James are both now deceased; Elizabeth is mar-

ried and resides in England; Hannah and Betty

have both departed this life; William and Samuel

died when about sixteen years old; and one child

died in infancy.

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in

his native town Heywood, near Manchester, Eng-

land. His education was .acquired by attendance

at night schools and largely by self-culture, for his

privileges were quite limited, as he commenced
work in the mills when only ten years of age. He
learned the spinner's trade, and to that emplo^'-

ment devoted his energies for some time. Under

the parental roof he remained until twenty-three

years of age, when, on the 11th of July, 1853, he

was married in the Episcopal Church of Bury, the

Lady of his choice being Miss Alice Ashton, daugh-

ter of David and Alice (Wild) Ashton. They be-

gan their domestic life in their native land and

there resided until 1857. Mrs. Ilamei- was born

near Bury, Lanca.shire, England, April 10, 1835.

Her parents were natives of the .same shire, where

they spent the rest of their lives. The father

worked in a paper mill. Both died iiged sixty-six
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years. Of their eleven cbildren, five sons and six

daughters, five are now living. Mrs. Hamer is the

only one of the family that cros.sed the ocean.

The 3'ear 1857 witnessed the emigration of our

subject and his wife to America. Bidding good-bye

to their old home they took passage on a sailing-

vessel, which weighed anchor at Liverpool and

after seven weeks and three da3's reached the har-

bor of New York. During the voyage they en-

countered a storm which lasted twelve days and

twelve nights. The passage was terribly rough,

and it was with great relief that thej' reached their

destination. Mr. Hamer made his first location in

White Rock, R. I., but after a few weeks went to

AVillimantic, Conn., where he again remained but a

few weeks. He then made his way to New York

City, with the expectation of returning to England,

but changed his mind, and in the winter of 1857

came to the West, locating in McLean County', 111.

There he secured work as a farm hand by the

month and was thus employed for a year, after

which he operated land on shares for a year. He
next secured a position with the Chicago & Alton

Railroad Company and was in its employ for about

nine months, when, having accumulated through

his industry and economy a small capital, he pur-

chased forty acres of land near Normal, 111., where

he spent two years. On the expiration of that

period he sold his farm and came to Iroquois

County, locating in Douglas Township, where he

purchased eighty acres of land at 18 per acre.

Later, he again sold, and bought eighty acres on

section 16. his present farm.

Eight children have been born of the union of

Mr. and Mrs. Hamer, but one died in infancy.

Those living are: David Thomas, who married Ada
Knowlton and resides in Onarga; William H., who
married Roena Spellinan and resides in Chicago;

Mary, who is the wife of Ralph .Spellnian,a teacher

in Greer College, of Hoopeston; Frederick A., who
married Clara A. Layer, and lives in Ridgeland

Township; Emma L., at home; Elizabeth L., a

te.acher of their county; and Nellie B., at home.

The family has a pleasant home on the farm in

Ridgeland Township. Mr. Hamer owns one hun-

dred and sixty acres of arable land, which he has

placed under a high state of cultivation and im-

proved with all the accessories of a model farm.

In addition to the cultivation of his fields, whose

neat appearance indicates his thrift and enterprise,

he engages in stock-raising.

In political sentiments, Mr. llamer is a Demo-

crat, and at the ballot supports tlie principles

which he warmly advocates. He has held the

office of School Director and is a friend to the

cause of education. Socially, he is a member of

the Odd Fellows' societj'. Mrs. Hamer and all the

children except one are Presbyterians, holding

membership with the church in Onarga. Public-

spirited and progressive, he manifests a commend-

able interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

the community and ever bears his part in its up-

building. It was a fortunate day for him when

he determined not to return to his native land but

to still continue his residence in this country, for

here he has gained a comfortable competence,

found a pleasant home and won many warm

friends,

^OHN WIENRANK, one of the prominent

and representative farmers of Ash Grove

,^::^ Township, now makes his home on section

Ij^/' 1, where he owns a fine farm. He is a na-

tive of Germany, born in Hanover, on the 1st of

December, 1840, and is a son of Jacob Wienrank,

who was born and reared in the same place. The

father was a leading farmer of his native land, and

there was united in marriage with Miss Luke John-

son, who was also born in the same neighborhood as

her husband. In 1852 he started for America, ac-

companied by his wife and four children. They

sailed from Bremen, and after a voyage of thirteen

weeks landed in New Orleans. Th(!y then pro-

ceeded up the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers to

Peoria, and settled on a farm near that place. The

father there engaged in agricultural pursuits until

1874, when he was called to his final rest, at the age

of fifty-six. His wife is still living, and makes

her home with her children, being now an inmate

of the home of our subject. In religious belief,

Mr. Wienrank was a Lutheran, and politically.
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gave his support to the Democratic party. In tlic

family .were four children, of whom our subject is

the eldest; Mrs. Gretje Van Hoveln now resides

on a farm adjoining her brother's; Tina is the wife

of John .Stover, who makes his home in Kansas;

and Christof is a resident of Tazewell County, 111.

Mr. Wienrank, of this sketch, began his literary

education in Germany, but it was completed in

this country. He attended the English schools of

Peoria, and thei-e pursued his studies until the age

of seventeen years. He remained at home, ."liding

in the labors of the farm, until he had attained his

majority, when he started out in life for himself.

For several years he made his home in Woodford
County, engaging in agricultural pursuits, and in

187G removed to Iroquois County, where he pur-

chased his present farm of one hundred and fift\'-

two acres; but he now owns one hundred and sixty

acres additional. He is one of the enterprising

farmers of Ash Grove Township, and in his busi-

ness relations has been very successful; his farm is

one of the best in the community, and on it he

has placed many good improvements.

On the 17th of February, 1870, Mr. Wienrank

was married, in Woodford County, to Miss Antge

Duitsmann, a native of Germany. The lady was

born in Hanover, and came to this country in 1868.

By her marriage she has become the mother of six

children: Jacob J., born November 8, 1870, in

Woodford County; Folke B., born in the same

county, January 19, 1872, is now the wife of Jacob

Van Hoveln, a farmer of Ash Grove Township;

Kao J., born February 6, 187.3, in the same county,

is still under the parental roof; John B., born in

Woodford County, February 3, 1876; Christof J.,

born February 21, 1879; and Albert, born May 6,

1881, are still at home. The children have re-

ceived good educational advantages, attending

both the English and German schools.

Mr. Wienrank is one of the popular men of this

community, and has served his township one term

as Collector, and is now holding the office of Jus-

tice of the Peace. He and his family hold mem-
bership with the Lutheran Church of the neigh-

borhood and to it he gives his liberal support and
aid. Politically, he affiliates with the Democratic

party, and is an earnest advocate of its jirinciples.

He cast his first vote for Gen. George B. McClel-

lan in 1864. To the conventions of his party he

has often served as delegate, and takes an active

interest in political affairs.

SAAC J. GARDNER, for thirty-five years a

resident of this county, is engaged in agricul-

\\ tural pursuits on his farm in Douglas Town-

ship. He was born in the Keystone State, his

birth having occured in Susquehanna County, on

the 12th of May, 1837. He is a son of William P.

and Sarah (James) Gardner. The first of the

Gardner family of whom we have any record was

Ste|)hen Gardner, a resident of Connecticut, The

first white child born in Connecticut in 1636 was

a Gardner. The family is said to have come to

America in the "Mayflower." Stephen Gardner had

a family of twelve children, of whom the eleventh,

David, became the father of five children, the

youngest of whom, Isaac Gardner, was born in Con-

necticut, November 30, 1761. He was a soldier

in the War of the Revolution, and his second

wife drew a pension on account of his services in

that war. His first wife was Martha Rogers, by

whom he had five children. After her death he

married Esther Palmer, and unto them were born

nine children. The father of our subject was the

seventh child of the second marriage, his birth

liaving occurred December 27, 1812, in New Lon-

don Count3% Conn. He was wedded July 5, 1835,

to Miss Sarah F. James, who was born in Con-

necticut, September 30, 1815. After their mar-

riage he moved to Gibson Township, Susque-

hanna County, Pa., where he followed the occu-

pation of farming. In 1857, the father, with his

son, the subject of this sketch, came to Illinois, and

thinking a good town would spring up where

Gilman is now located, they erected a house, the

lumber of which was the first car-load of lumber

unloaded at (Tilman. This was in August, 1857.

In Februar}' following, he returned, and brought

his family to their new home in the West.

The country was wild and much of it under water.

At the close of the war, the father moved to a
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farm near Chebanse, but five years later he returned

to Gilman, whieli he has since made his home.

Politically, he was formerly a Whig, and has

since been a Republican. The death of his wife

occurred in September, 1873. In their family

were five children, of whom three are still living.

Isaac J., of this sketch. E. B., a resident of Nuckolls

County, Neb., is an agriculturist. He married

Miss Maggie Francis, and they have two children,

a son and daughter. AVilliam D. is a resident of

Seattle, Wash. He married Miss Fannie Gilpin, of

Gilman, 111., who died, leaving one child, a

son. He graduated from the University of Chica-

go, and followed the profession of a teacher for

many j'ears very successfully and is now engaged

in the real-estate business. Afterwards the father

married Mrs. Lydia Hunt. He, as were both of his

wives, was a member of the Baptist Church.

Mr. Gardner, whose name heads this sketch,

was reared in a timbered and stony country, and

amid the hardsliips incident to that kind of farm

land he early learned habits of industry and econ-

omy. His chances for an education were confined to

the district schools, which at that early day afforded

the means of education. December 21, 1862, he

led to the marriage altar Inverno, daughter of

Lewis J. and Hannah (Green) Bennett, a sketch

of whom is given in connection with that of Mrs.

Belva Lockwood on another page of this work.

Soon after his marriage our subject removed to

his present home. He purchased eighty acres of

land at 812 per acre, and five years later bought

forty acres more at the same price. When he pur-

chased, much of the land was underwater. Now he

has about eleven hundred rods of tile on his farm,

which he has otherwise improved and cultivated.

Besides farming, he ran a threshing and corn

shelling machine for many j'ears, and therefore

got widely acquainted throughout the county.

Mi-, and Mrs. Gardner have been blessed with a

family of four children: Frank D., a graduate of

the State University of the Class of '91, is assis-

tant professor of agriculture in his Alma Mater,

and also assistant agriculturist at the Experiment

Station at Champaign; William L. graduated from

the Metropolitan Business College of Chicago,

and is a book-keeper in a wholesale rubber house

of that city; Mary E. is a graduate of the Gilman

High School, and a stenographer, and has a posi-

tion as pension clerk in Washington, D. C: and

Carrie E. resides at home.

Mr. Gardner is in sympathy with the principles

of the Republican part}', and has always voted for

its candidates, casting his first ballot for Lincoln.

For the last five years he has been engaged in the

dairy business, in which he has been quite success-

ful. During a long residence here he has made

many friends by his strict integritj' and straight-

forward business dealings.

^
RS. BELVA A. LOCKWOOD, Washington,

D. C. As a distinguished daughter of one

of the pioneer settlers of Iroquois County^

it is fitting that more than a passing men-

tion be made of Mrs. Lockwood, who bore the

maiden name of Bennett. Her grandfather, Ezek-

iel Bennett, emigrated from Vermont to New York

State at an earlj' day. He married Mary High,

and of this union was born Lewis J. Bennett, the

father of Mrs. Lockwood. On arriving at years of

maturity, Lewis Bennett wedded Miss Hannah

Green, who was also a native of the Empire State.

In 1856, Mr. Bennett came to Iroquois Count}-,

locating near Onarga,where he spent the remainder

of his days in agricultural pursuits. He died on

the 26th of June, 1877, at the advanced age of

seventy years. His widow now lives in Onarga,

and has attained the ,age of sevent}' years. To

the above worthy couple was born a family of

five children, of whom four are still living: Rachel,

who is the wife of James Robinson, of Onarga; Mrs.

Belva Lockwood; AVarren G., a resident of Ridge-

ville, this county; and Inverno, who is the wife of

Isaac J. Gardner, represented elsewhere in this

work.

We now take up the personal record of Mrs.

Lockwood, which, if we mistake not, has few par-

allels in history. She was born on the 30th of

October, 1830, at Royalton, Niagara County, N.Y.

Her early education was acquired in the district

schools.of her native county. Naturally possessed
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of good mental powers and with a strong bent for

thought and study, she alwa3'S stood at the liead

of her class and was a recognized leader. At

tvvelve years of age, in addition to the common

branches. she studied algebra, physiology and phil-

osophy. A close observer, her thoughts and con-

clusions were often recorded in a notebook. Such

were her accomplisliments that before she was fif-

teen years of age she was selected to teach scliool

in her home district, conducting the same school

four successive terms. During the first term, she

received the munificent salary of $5 per month.

At the age of eighteen, slie married Uriah H.McXall,

a thrifty young farmer in the neighborliood, wiio

was accidentally hurt while operating a sawmill,

and after a lingering illness of two years died,

leaving a daughter to the care of his wife, who was

not yet twent3'-two years old. Trials oftentime

bring out tlie sterling traits of character, and so it

was with Mrs. McNall; every detail indoors and

out was looked after by her—she buying and selling

stock, measuring lumber, weighing grain, writing

orders and receipts, making and mending. After

conducting the business a year, slie decided to sell

out and complete her education. Entering an

academy, she not onl^^ carried on the prescribed

studies but kept her own house and at the same

time boarded five other students.

Having completed the academic course, she re-

ceived a pressing invitation to teach in her old

neighborhood at a salaiy of 812 per month, with

board for iierself and little girl. After teaching,

two years, she entered Genesee College, at Lima,

N. Y., the second college to admit ladies on equal

terms with men. She had early shown an aptitude

for writing, both in prose and poetry. During her

first years of teaching she had written for the

"Wesleyan Literary Messenger," Boston Olioe

Branch, "Ladies' Repository," and others, and

while in college was a contributor to Moore 'siiwraZ

yew Yorker. By professors and students she was

recognized as a young woman of remarkable abil-

ity, and on the 27th of June, 1857, she was gradu-

ated with honor from Genesee College.

Without her knowledge, our subject was elected

Preceptress of Lockport Union School, which posi-

tion she tilled four years, educating her sister and

daughter at the same time. Mrs. McNall was also

active in mission and Sunday-school work, keeping

up a Bible class, an infant class and a "ragged

school." Until 1868, she was engaged chiefly in

educational work, cither conducting a school of

her own or teaching in some institution. During

the "Kansas troubles" she was president of a relief

society, spending much time and money in the

cause. During the war, she was president of the

aid society that equipped tlie Eighth Regiment,

New York Volunteers, and throughout the entire

struggle her aid and sympathy were extended to

the boys in blue.

On the nth of March, 1868, :Mrs. McNall mar-

ried the Rev. Ezekiel Lockwood, who has since

departed this life. A daughter born of this mar-

riage lived until two years old. The University

of Syracuse, N. Y., with which Genesee College

was afterward combined, conferred upon her the

degree of A. M. In 1870, she began the study of

law. Being refused admission to the Law School

of Columbian College, Mrs. Lockwood with four-

teen other ladies entered the National University

Law School, at AV^ashington, D. C, but only two

completed the course. In the last quarter the fac-

ulty of that university denied the ladies the privi-

lege of attending lectures and finally refused to

grant diplomas, an injustice born of prejudice.

Indignant at such treatment, Mrs. Lockwood ad-

dressed a brief but pointed letter to President

Grant, who was then an ex-ofticio President of the

National University Law School, as follows:

Washinc.ton, D. C, September 3, 1873.

To the Prksident,

Dkak Sir:—You are ostensibly President of the

National University Law School of this district.

If you are its President, I desire to say that I have

passed through the curriculum of study of this

school and am entitled to and demand my diploma.

If you are not the President, tlien I demand that

you take your name from its papers and cease to

be what you are not.

Very respectfully,

Bki.va a. Lockwooh.

Within three weeks, she received her diploma

and on motion of W. I). Wedgewood was admitted

to practice in the District Court. In 1878, she was

called upon to defend a client before the Circuit
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Court in Prince George Count}', Md. Judge Mc-

Gruder refused to let her practice in his court.

The opinion on which the Judge based his rejec-

tion of her is a marvel of profound nonsense. The

people of that district saw it in that light, and he

was relegated to private life, and Mrs. Lockwood
became a recognized practitioner in that court.

Denied recognition at the Bar of the Supreme

Court, Mis. Lockwood determined to rend the veil

from top to bottom that shut out women from the

highest possibilities in the legal profession. A bill

prepared by her for the admission of women to

practice before that court was presented to the

House by the Hon. J. M. Glover, of Missouri. The
bill was flnall}' passed February 15, 1879, by a

majority of twenty-one votes. March 3, 1879,

the Hon. A. G. Riddle made a motion before the

Supreme Court for Mrs. Lockwood 's admission to

practice in that court and it was granted. Three

daj's later, by a motion of the Hon. Thomas J.

Durant, she was admitted to the Bar of the United

States Court of Claims. Thus by persistent effort

and rare courage, she achieved one of the greatest

triumphs of the age. In 1868, Mrs. Lockwood
became interested in the "woman's rights" move-

ment, and since that has done all in her power to

broaden the sphere of woman. In nearlj' all the

great cities of the United States she has spoken

on "Woman's right to the ballot." The enfran-

chisement of woman and the temperance cause

find in her a powerful advocate, and it is devoutly

to be wished that she may live to see those two

great causes triumph. Mrs. Lockwood has enjoyed

extensive practice both in civil and criminal

courts and has been a practitioner for eighteen

years. She has also an extensive practice before

the departments of the Government, the Court of

Claims and the Supreme Court of the United

States.

Mrs, Lockwood was nominated for the Presi-

dency of the United States by the Equal Rights

party at San Francisco, Cal., in August, 1884, and

again by the same party in Des Moines, Iowa, in

1888, making in both cases a very creditable cam-

paign. She is a prominent member and General

Secretary of the Universal Peace Union, and has

three times represented that association as its dele-

gate on the continent of Europe, attending the

International Peace Congress at its session in Paris

in 1889, where she was one of the Committee of

Honor, and where the American delegates received

the gold medal; and the second time in London in

1890, where she found time later to take a Uni-

yersity Extension Course at that oldest of English

Universities, Oxford; in 1892 she attended the

Congress at Berne, Switzerland, at which time she

induced the International Congress to meet in

Chicago in 1893. She is asssociate editor of the

Peacemaker, and one of the most popular speakers

on the lecture platform.

<|
I* ARREN G. BEXNETT, formerly engaged

\/iJll
^^ general farming and stock-raising on

wm section 16, Ridgeland Township, but now
a resident of Kankakee, is a native of the Empire

State, his birth having occurred near Lockport, on

the 6th of October, 1832. His parents, Lewis J.

and Hannah (Green) Bennett, are represented in

the sketch of Mrs. Belva Lockwood.

We now take up the personal history of Mr.

Bennett, who is widely and favorabh' known in

this communit}' as one of the prominent citizens

of Iroquois County. Upon his father's farm he

was reared to manhood, and in his early youth he

attended the district schools of the neighborhood.

His primal-}' education was supplemented by a

course in Gasport Academy, which he entered at

the age of sixteen years. After graduating from

that institution, he soon obtained a good position

as civil engineer, being employed to enlarge the

Erie Canal between Rochester and Lockport, N. Y.

Thus he was employed for two years. It was in

the autumn of 1854 that he first came to Illinois,

making a location first in Onarga, where he re-

mained till the following spring, when he returned

to the Flmpire State and worked on the canal

through the succeeding summer and winter. In

1855, we again find him in this county, where he

purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land

from the Government in Douglas Township, at

82.50 per acre. Upon this farm he resided until

1860, placing it under a high state of cultivation.



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 675

In the meantime Mr. Bennett was married. In

August, 1859, he led to the marriage altar Miss

Sarah Hibbard, and by their union were born two

children, both daughters: Clara, widow of William

H. Harrison, and a resident of Washington, D. C;

and Helen, who is living with her father. Tiie

mother was called to her final rest on the 2d of

.Tune, 1877, and her remains were interred in On-

arga Cemetery. In December, 1879, Mr. Bennett

was again married, his second union being with

Mis? Finette Beman. One child graces this union,

Lewis .lames.

In 1860, Mr. Bennett returned to Oswego, N. Y.,

where he remained for two years in the employ of

tlie York & Erie Railroad Corapan\- as ticket

and transfer agent. The succeeding year of his

life was spent in traveling in Ohio, after which

he again came to Iroquois County and purchased

one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 14,

Onarga Township, where he made his home until

1868. He then purchased the farm on which he

now resides, comprising eighty acres on section 16,

Ridgeland Township. In connection with general

farming he carries on stock-raising, and that he

does his business thoroughly is indicated by the

neat appearance of his place and all pertaining to

his farm. In his political affiliations he is a stal-

wart Democrat—an inflexible adherent of the prin-

ciples of his part}'. He has held the office of As-

sessor two terms and for eleven years dis-

charged the duties of School Director with credit

to himself and to the satisfaction of his constitu-

ents. He is a man of sterling worth and many
excellencies of character, and the success of his life

is well deserved.

'IL AHBKKT DUIS, a well-known and repro-

Ijl, sentative farmer residing on section 2, .Ash

lis^^ Grove Township, was born October 20,

(^; 1847, in Friesland, German}-, upon his fa-

ther's farm. He is a son of .lohn H. Duis. who
w:is born and reared in the same locality, and fol-

lowed agricultural pursuits. About 1830, he mar-

ried Catherine Kaiser, and in 18.54, with his wife

and six children, started for America, crossing the

Atlantic from Bremen to New Orleans in a sail-

ing-vessel, which, after a voyage of nine weeks,

dropped anchor in the harbor of the Crescent Cit}'.

He then went up the river to (^^uincy. 111., .and in

Adams County purchased forty acres of land, upon

which he made his home for fourteen years. The

succeeding five years of his life were spent in Liv-

ingston County, after which he came to Iroquois

Count}'. His death occurred a year later at his

home in Ash Grove Township, and his was the first

burial in the cemetery at Schwer. He was a sup-

porter of the Republican party, and was « member

of the Lutheran Church. His wife is still living,

and makes her home with our subject.

The children of the Duis family are Jeska, who
resides in Livingston County; Webki and Christina,

who died in Adams County; Harbert, of this sketch;

Carson, who is living in Nebraska; Johanna, who
makes her home in Ash Grove Township; .lurden,

a resident of Tyler County, Neb.; and Frank, who
completes the family.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of onlv

seven summers, when with his parents he came to

America. He was educated in the public schools

of Adams County, which he attended only through

the winter season, for in the summer montlis he was

forced to aid his father in the development of the

new farm. At the age of sixteen, he began to

earn his own livelihood, and has since been de-

pendent upon his own resources. At the age of

eighteen he was married, ^liss F^lska .lerreals becom-

ing his wife. Their union was celebrated January

10, 1865. The lady was born in F"riesland, and,

when a maiden of twelve yeai-s, came to America.

To Mr. and Mrs. Duis have been born nine chil-

dren: Johanna, born in Adams County, 111., is now
the wife of Henry Siems, of Ash Grove Township;

Fredka is the wife of Elbert Weichman; Catherine,

born in Livingston County, is the wife of August

Longled; John and Gretja are also natives of Liv-

ingston County; and Carson, Carl, Jurden and

Christina, who were all born in Iroquois County.

Mr. Duis' first purciiase of land consisted of an

eighty-.acre tract in Nebraska Township, Livingston

County, where he mads his home until 1875. He



676 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

then came to Iroquois County, and purchased two

hundred and forty acres of laud, an unimproved

tract of wild prairie, but liis care and labor have

transformed it into one of the finest farms of the

community. In connection with its cultivation,

lie also engages in stock-r.aising. His home is a

fine new residence, and is the abode of hospitality.

The many improvements upon the place stand as

monuments to his thrift and enterprise, and the

neat appearance indicates the supervision of a

careful manager. Mr. Duis and his familj- arc all

members of the Lutheran Church, and contribute

liberally to its support. His first Presidential vote

was cast for Gen. Grant in 1868, and he has since

been a stalwart Republican. He is often found in

the conventions of his party, and his opinions are

received with respect. He is held in high regard

throughout the community, and his worth and

ability entitle him to the warm esteem of his many
friends.

\ ^^HINEAS W. GRUBBS owns and ©iterates

Jl) two hundred and twenty-four acres of land

Y ill Onarga Township, within a mile of the

I \ farm on which he was reared. His hoiiie is

pleasautlj' situated about two and one-half miles

from Onarga, and thus all the advantages of the

village are easily attainable. lie has for many
years, in connection with general farming, exten-

sively carried on stock-raising. He feeds all of his

grain to his stock, and for some time he has raised,

bought and sold horses and cattle on an extensive

scale. This year he is handling horses and sheep.

He is a prominent business man, well known
throughout the county, and is an excellent judge

of stock of all kinds.

The life record of Mr. Grubbs is .as follows: He
was born in Eaton, Preble County, Ohio, March 7,

1853, and is a son of John and Lorinda (Jrubbs,

both of whom are natives of the Empire State.

Their family numbered five children: Keziah J.,

Phineas W., Leroy, Harvey and Melissa.

Our subject w-as only about four years old when
with his parents he came to this county, and upon

his father's farm near his present home he was

reared to manhood. He began his education in

the district schools of the communitj'. and after-

ward attended Grand Prairie Seminary. He con-

tinued to engage in farming with his father un-

til the 30th of September, 1875, when he was

joined in wedlock with Miss Anna Kinnison,

daughter of William and Elizabeth (Riner) Kinni-

son. Two daughters were born of their union, but

both are now deceased: Lora L., born July*10,

1876, died April 5, 1888; and Lizzie L., born on

the 1st of September, 1885, died March 11, 1888.

Mr. and Mrs. Grubbs began their domestic life upon

a farm, and he carried on .agricultural pursuits in

this county until 1881, when he removed to Kan-

sas and spent eight years in Burr Oak, Jewell

County, returning to this county in 1889. He has

witnessed much of the growth and development of

Iioquois County, for he is numbered among its

early settlers, more than a third of a century hav-

ing passed since he located here. His duties of

citizenship have ever been faithfully performed,

and he is a leading and influential farmer of the

community.

Sociall3-, Mr. Grubbs is connected with the Ma-

sonic fraternity, the Knights of Pythi.as society, and

the Modern Woodmen of America. He exercises his

right of franchise in support of the Republican

part}', and has held the office of Road Commis-

sioner, but has never sought or desired the honors

or emoluments of public office, preferring to de-

vote his entire time and attention to his business

interests, in which he has met with signal success.

"itlOHN SMITH, one of the extensive land-

owners of the county, who now resides in

Onarga Township, where he owns a beauti-

ful home adjoining the corporation limits

of the village, may truly be called a self-made man,

.and his example in many respects is well worthy

of emulation. His life record is as follows: A na-

tive of Indiana, he was born in Hendricks County,

on the 26th of December, 1830, and is a son of

Abel and Sarah (Bales) Smith, tlie father a native
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(if South Carolina, and the niotlier of Kentuck}'.

In an ear!}' day Abel Smith emigrated to Kcntiieky

and thence to Indiana, where he married Miss

Bales. He settled iu Hendricks County, where he

engaged in farming until 1849, when he removed

to Warren County, Iowa, becoming one of its early

settlers. He there devoted his time and attention

to agricultural pursuits for many years, and made

his home upon the farm until 1891, when he died

at the ripe age of eighty-five. His wife had passed

awa}- about twenty 3-ears previous. Of theii- nine

children, three sons and six daughters, eight are

still living: .John, James M., Elizabeth, Mary,

Susan, Louisa .Jane, Emeline and Amanda.
The boyhood days of .lohn Smith were spent

in the State of his nativity, where, on the 18th of

November, 1853, he chose as a companion and

helpmate on life's journey Miss Hannah Starry,

daughter of Nicholas and Margaret (Cashraan)

Starry, of Warren County, Ind. In the fall of

\8!')C>, they left the Hoosier State and removed to

Hamilton County, Iowa, where Mr. Smith pur-

chased four hundred acres of land and carried on
farming and stock-raising until 1865. That year

witnessed his arrival in Iroquois Connty. Accom-

panied b}' his family, he returned to this Stale and

located on a farm of one hundred and eighty-three

acres in Artesia Township. Subsequentl}', he pur-

chased two hundred and fortj' acres on section

2(), Onarga Township, which he still owns. He also

owns a farm of seven hundred acres on sections 31

and 32 of the same township, and a beautiful home
on section 19, adjacent to the village of Onarga.

In connection with farming, Mr. Smith has carried

on stock-raising quite extensively, making a spe-

cialt3' of the breeding of horses and cattle, and at

the present time he owns about sevent\ head of

horses, principally Percherons.

Unto IMr. and Mrs. Smith was born a family of

live children: Sarah Elizabeth, the eldest, became

the wife of Samuel A. Cannadyand died Apiil 15,

1877, leaving a daughter, Sadie, who is now living

with her grandparents. James married Jennie T.ay-

lor, who is now deceased; he lives in Warren

County, Ind. Oscar married Miss Belle Pitcher

and resides in Cl.ay Connty, Iowa, with liis three

ciiidren, Pearl, Halpli ;uid Mildred, ftlargaiet is the

wife of John Nichols and unto them has been born

a son, William. Finley is still at home. The Smith

family is one of prominence in the community' and

its members rank high in social circles.

Mr. Smith is a man of excellent business ability,

and his straightforward, upright dealings have

won him the confidence of all, while by persever-

ance, industry and good management he has se-

cured a handsome competency, working his way

upward to a position of wealth and afHuence. In

politics, he is a supporter of the Democracy.

OIIN T. FRAZEE, who carries on general

farming on section 18, Ridgeland Town-
ship, is a worthy representative of one of

the early families of the county, having for

more than a third of a century made his home
within its borders. He is a native of the Buckeye

State. Warren County was the place of his birth,

which occurred February 22, 1848. He is a son of

Turner and Martha (Meeker) Frazee, and is one of

a family of ten children, who are mentioned in the

sketch of Frederick S. Frazee, on another page of

this work.

In the usual manner of farmer lads, our subject

was reared to manhood, no event of special im-

portance occurring to vary the routine of farm life.

Until fourteen years of age, he attended the com-

mon schools, and acquired a good knowledge of

the rudimentary branches. He then started out in

life for himself to earn his own livelihood, work-

ing by the month as a farm hand. He received

the munificent sum of S^IO per month in compensa-

tion for his services. With the family he came to

Illinois in 1857, and continued to work at farm

labor until after the breaking out of the late war,

when, in September, 1861, he went to the front to

ai<l his country in her efforts to preserve the Union.

He enlisted for three years, joining Company C,

Fifty-seventh Illinois Regiment, and was mustered

into service at Chicago. The first battle of note

in which he participated was at Ft. Donelson. He
als(> took pnrt in the b.ittle of Shiluli, nhicii
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proved his last, for he was there taken sick and

sent to the field liospital, where he remained for

about three months, ill with typhoid fever. Hav-

ing partially recovered, he was honorably dis-

charged Jul3' 26, 1862, on account of pliysical dis-

abilit}', and returned to his home.

In 1870, Mr. Frazee was united in marriage with

Miss Mary Nickerson, daughter of Oliver and

Eliza Ann Nickerson. Five children graced their

union, of whom four are yet living, as follows:

Jessie, Russell, and Edith and Effle, twins. Lewis,

the third in order of birth, died in infancj'.

For a year after his return from tiie war, Mr.

Frazee was unable to perform any labor. He then

worked a portion of the time until 1868, when he

secured employment as a farm hand, and worked

by the month in that capacity for two j'ears. In

1870, he purchased forty acres of land on section

18, Ridgeland Township, where he has since re-

sided. The boundaries of his farm however have

since been extended, and he now owns seventj^

acres of well-improved land, the rich and fertile

fields yielding him a good return for his care and

cultivation. He is recognized as one of the sub-

stantial farmers and stock-raisers of the commu-
nity, and the reputation is well deserved, for he is

industrious and energetic. In his political affilisi-

tions, Mr. F'razee is a Republican, and socially is

connected with W. A. Babcock Post No. 416, G.

A. R., of Onarga. He gives his support to all

worth}^ enterprises calculated to prove of public

benefit or promote the general welfare, and is held

in high esteem throughout the community where

he has so long made his home.

Wj;aLLIAM P. GILBERT, junior i^artner of

the firm of Palmer A Gilbert, publishers of

the Leade)' and Review of Onarga, is a wide-

awake and enterprising young man whom the

county may well be proud to number among its

native citizens. He was born in Ash Grove Town-
ship, on the 21st of November, 1869, and is the

only child of John S. and Hannah M. (Brock)

Gilbert. His father was a native of Indiana, but

his mother was born in Ash Grove Township, this

county.

The subject of this sketch acquired his education

in the common schools of Onarga and on the 11th

of August, 1885, he began learning the printer's

trade, working at the business in the Leader office,

where he rose from the position of apprentice to

foreman. The present partnership was formed in

F'ebruarj', 1892, Mr. Palmer having formerly been a

prominent Methodist minister. Together they

bought the Onarga Leader and the Central Illi-

nois Reinew, both published in Onarga, and con-

solidated the two papers under the name of the

Leade)' and Mevietv, which they at once enlarged

from an eight-column folio to a seven-column

quarto. It is a neat, newsj^ and influential paper

and is well supported by the people of Onarga and

vicinit}^ It deserves a liberal patronage, for

it supports all that lends to improve and upbuild

tlie community and advance its best interests.

Mr. Gilbert is a young man of good business

ability. His entire life has been passed in this

county, and his sterling worth has won for him

many friends.

l-^f^P=

|f/_^ UME L. SAMMONS, the managing editor

Ifjii of the Milford Lidependenl, and one of the

/^^^ leading young business men of the count}',

(l^ claims Indiana as the State of his nativity,

his birth having occurred in Morocco on the 2d of

April, 1871. His parents, Nicholas D. and Mar-

garet M. (Woolnough) Sammons, were both na-

tives of Ontario, Canada. -About 1860, they came

to the United States and located on a farm in New-
ton Count}^, Ind., where they resided for about

fifteen 3-ears, or untd 1875, when they became resi-

dents of Donovan, 111. Mr. Sammons there en-

gaged in general merchandising and m the drug

business until 1884. That year witnessed his ar-

rival in Milford, where he has since made his home.

Here he opened a restaurant, and rt this writing,

in 1892, he is engaged in the hotel business. He
is a genial and pleasant gentleman, very popular,

and is favorably known throughout the commu-

nity.
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Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sanimons were born four

children. The eldest, James B., belonged to the

regular arm}', and was drowned in Puget Sound

in 1880, his canoe being capsized during a storm;

Emma Y. is now the wife of William Darroch, an

attorne3'-at-law of Kentland, Ind.; George M. is

the next younger; and Hume L. completes the

family.

The subject of this sketch acquired a good Eng-

lish education in the public sciiools of Milford,

and is a well-informed young man, who reads ex-

tensively, and is conversant with all the questions

and issues of the daj'. lie learned the printer's

trade in the office of the Milford Herald, serving a

regular apprenticeship, and in 1890 he accepted

the position of foreman of the Milford Indepen-

dent, of which he is now managing editor. This

paper is an independent Democratic journal, not

being governed by an^' rings or cliques. Its edi-

tor is a live, wide-awake young man, and he has

made the Independent a prosperous paper. Its sub-

scription list has been greatly increased, which

fact testifies to its high standard. It is owned by

the Times Printing and Publishing Company, of

AVatseka, 111.

Mr. Sammons is a member of the Modern Wood-
men of America. A young man just starting out

in life, he has already given evidence of many
l)romising traits of character, being entei prising,

public-spirited and progressire. He will no doubt

win prosperity, for he possesses good business abil-

ity. He is a popular young man, and in social

circles ranks high.

'^[OSEPH T. FRECHI:TTE, a merchant of

Martinton, was born in Canada, near St.

Johns, December 10, 1846. His father,

Alexis Frechette, was also a native of that

country. The Frechette family are of French de-

scent and were among the early pioneers of Canada.

The father grew to manhood at his birthplace,

and resided a number of years later in Troy and

Albany, N. Y. He returned to Canada, and there

married ()nezime Masse, of French parentage, l)ul

31

a native of Canada. After marriage, Mr. Fre-

chette settled on a farm in that country, and en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits for about ten years.

At the expiration of that time, he removed to Illi-

nois, settling in Kankakee Count}-. He there pur-

chased a farm, and engaged in cultivating it for a

number of years, or until the time of his death, which

occurred July 5, 1886. He was a man of good

business capacity, and at the time of his death had

a good farm and home, which still belong to

the heirs. He and his family were members of

the Catholic Church. Mrs. Frechette survives her

husband, and lesides with her daughter in Kanka-

kee.

Joseph T. Frechette is the eldest son and second

in order of birth of a family of eleven children, ten

of whom are now Hying. The eldest is Josephine,

wife of H. Lambert, of St. Mary's; our subject;

Damas A., who resides on and operates the home

farm; Ozilda, wife of Samuel Pilotte, a mechanic

of St. Mary's; Rosalie, who married E. Leriger,

who carries on the occupations of a farmer in

Manteno, Kankakee County; Matilda, wife of

Isaac Senesack, a farmer of Kankakee County;

Dosite E.,a merchant of Momence; Ephraim D., a

business man of Kankakee; Albina, residing with

her mother in Kankakee; and Charles H., who
holds a responsible position in Chicago.

The subject of this sketch came with his father

to Illinois in 1864. His early days were spent in

Canada, where he had good school advantages.

Until eighteen years of age much of his time was

passed upon a farm, and he was thus early inured

to the duties and labors of farm life. He resided

with his parents until his marriage in Kankakee

with Miss Zenaide Alexander, the ceremony being

performed February 8, 1869. For about two years

he was occupied in a ])laning-niill, and then, go-

ing to Papineau, he worked for some time for his

uncle in a lumber yard. He next went to St. Mary's,

where he started a lumber )-ard, and there he con-

tinued for two years. He then came to Martinton,

engaging in the same business. This he carried on

for about four years, and in 1877 left his business

connections here, and, purchasing a lot, built a

business house in [lartnership with his father, and

has carried on the business until the present day
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Mr. Frechette has added to his building and also

to his stock, and has built up a large trade and a

fine business in general merchandise.

Mr. and Mrs. Frechette have ten children; the

eldest, Leontine, resides at home; Philip assists his

fatlier in the business; Hilaire, Rosanna, Matilda,

Florence, Arthur, Josephine, Angelina and Emma.
Four died in iufanc.y.

Mr. Frechette is interested in politics, being in-

dependent, casting his ballot for the man whom
he considers best fitted to fill the position. He
has held several local posts of trust anrt honor.

He is a member of the Order of Foresters, Kankakee

Lodge No. 56. Mr. Frechette and his family are

identified with the Catholic Church. For twenty-

eight years he has been a resident of Iroquois

County, and has done much for its upbuilding

and prosperity. He is widely known and much
respected as an honest and industrious citizen.

Mr. Frechette was chosen as executor of his

father's estate in the settling up of the entire

interests. This was faithfully performed without

the aid of an attorney, which speaks highly for the

executive ability of Mr. Frechette.

"if? OHN C. CULVER is one of the prominent

I merchants of Onarga. For many years he
I

" '

,^^ , has dealt in groceries and is now engaged

'f^f, in business in that line on the corner of

First South and Chestnut Streets. A liberal pat-

ronage is his, he having built up an excellent

trade as the result of his fair dealing and courte-

ous treatment.

Mr. Culver is a native of the Empire State. He
was born in Cayuga County, December 10, 1819,

and is a son of Asa and Lydia (Conger) Culver,

both of whom were natives of New York. Their

family numbered four children: Andrew Jackson.

AVilliam Henry, John C. and one who died when

about three yeais old. When only four years old,

Jolin Culver was taken to the home of relatives

and when six years old his mother died. At the

age of twelve he left the State of New York with

Silas Conger and settled in Ohio, ten miles south

of Sandusky Cit3', on a farm in what was then

known as Huron County but is now a part of Erie

County. He there grew to manhood and after-

wards removed to Richland County, where he re-

mained until twenty-seven years of age.

On Christmas Day of 1849, Mr. Culver was

united in marriage with Miss Clarissa Shafer,

daughter of Charles Shafer, of Plymouth, Ohio.

Her death occurred in Onarga, 111., in 1860, and

on the 1st of January, 1861, Mr. Culver was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Harriet M. Messer, daughter of Matthew and Ruth

Messer. Four children graced this union, two

sons and two daughters, of whom three are yet

living: Clara Gertrude, born October 17, 1862;

Nettie, who was born July 18, 1864, died on the

12th of February, 1881, when about fifteen }-ears

of age; Warren M.,born September 26, 1866; and

Bertram W., born Januaiy 10, 1869.

In 1846, Mr. Culver removed to Michigan, where

he resided for a few years. He then became a res-

ident of Porter Count}', Ind., where the two suc-

ceeding years of his life were passed. The year

1851 witnessed his ariival in Iroquois Count}'. He
located on Spring Creek, in Onarga Township, and

aided in the construction of the Illinois Central

Railroad, and since that time his home has been in

the same township. In 1854 he removed to the

village of Onarga, and in partnership with Dr.

Uoyd engaged in the lumber business, which he

followed for a few years. He then embarked in

the fiour and feed business, after which he turned

his attention to the grocery business and has since

followed that line of trade. He carries a full and

complete stock of goods and from the beginning

success has attended his efforts in this direction.

He also carries on an undertaking establishment

and does embalming.

Socially, Mr. Culver is connected with the Ma-

sonic fraternity, belonging to Onarga Lodge No.

305, A. F. & A. M.; Kankakee Chapter No. 78, R.

A. M.; Ford Council No. 41, and Ivanhoe Com-
mandery No. 33, K. T., of Kankakee. He is Past

Master of Onarga Lodge. In politics he is a Demo-

crat, but has never been an active politician in the

sense of office-seeking. He is a man of good biisi-
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iiess ability, sagacious and far-sigbted and lias won

jn'osperity b_v ills well-directed efforts. The county

numbers hiiu among its early settlers and he has

been especially prominent in tlie upbuilding and

development of Onarga, aiding in all interests

ca4culated to prove of public benefit. IMrs. Culver

is a Baptist in religious faith, but as there is no

church in Onarga of that sect she has united with

the Methodist Episcopal Church.

R. HENRY H. ALTER, Assistant Cashier

of the First National Bank of AVatseka,

was born in Beaver County, Pa., Decem-

ber 20, 1840, and is a son of Henry and

Elizabeth (Weirich) Alter. His father was born in

Lebanon County, Pa., and the mother in Wash-

ington County, tliat State. She died when our

subject was an infant, and his father was killed by

a fall from a horse in 1887.

The Doctor was educated in Washington Col-

lege, but left that institution before completing

tiie prescribed cour.se of stud^^ to enlist for the

late war. He enlisted on the 19th of April,

1861, on President Lincoln's first call for troops.

He was mustered in as a private of Compan_y

E, Twelfth Pennsylvania Infantrj', for three

months. He served the term of his enlistment

and was mustered out while on the sick list.

On recovering his health he became a student in

the L^niversity of Pennsylvania, where he took a

medical course. In the spring of 1864 he again

entered tlie army, but that time as Assistant Sur-

geon of the Fifty-second Kentucky Infantry, and

served until February, 1865.

In the fall of that year. Dr. Alter came West and

in February, 1866, settled in Watseka, where he

practiced his profession for two years. He then

engaged with Maj. M. H. Peters as clerk in his

book and stationery store, and several years later

succeeded to the business, which he conducted

successfully until 1889, when he accepted the po-

sition he now holds, that of Assistant Cashier of

the First National Bank of Watseka.

On the Hth of November, 1M66, our suliject

was married in Watseka, to Miss Minerva Roff, a

native of Warren County, Ind., and a daughter of

Asa B. and Ann (Fenton) Roff, whose sketch ap-

l)ears elsewhere in this work. She came to Iro-

quois County with her parents in the autumn of

1847. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Alter has been born

one child, a daughter, Alice Margaret, who was

born in Watseka, is a graduate of the High School

of that place and is now a student in Bryant &
Stratton's Business College, of Chicago. Mrs. Alter

succeeded to her husband's book and stationery

business in 1889, since which time she has con-

ducted the business witii marked success, display-

ing excellent ability in this line.

In his political affiliations the Doctor is a Dem-

ocrat, and has served as City Clerk of Watseka for

some twelve or fourteen years, and as School

Treasurer nearl}' the same period. He has proved

a faithful and competent officer and is popular in

his present position in the bank, enjoying the ut-

most confidence of its management and the good-

will of its patrons.

y~;ILLIAM Wn.LIAMS, proprietor of the

Williams House of Watseka, is an honored

,, „ pioneer of Iroquois County, having settled

here in tlie fall of 1842. He was born in Adams
County, Ohio, November 23, 1825, and is a son of

Thomas and Elizabeth (Swim) Williams. His

father was born in Maryland, on the 15th of Jan-

uary, 1797, and when four years of age removed

with his parents to Ohio, the family settling in

Adams County, where the son was reared to agri-

cultural pursuits. He was married in that county,

when a young man, to Miss Elizabeth Swim, and

there engaged in farming. In 1828, he met with a

bad accident, being crushed by a falling timber at

a barn-raising in which he was participating. This

injury made him a cripple for life and unfitted

him for physical labor. In 1836, he removed with

his young familj- to Winnebago County, 111., and

entered (Tovernmcnt land. At that time, what is

now the flourishing city of Rockford contained

but lw(,) houses. He remained in Winnebago
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County vmtil the fall of 1842, when lie removed

with his family to Iroquois County, and settled in

the township of Belmont, where he spent the re-

mainder of his days. His death occurred August

7, 1857. His estimable wife, who was born in

Ohio, January 2, 1800, survived her husband and

died in Watseka in 1880. Ten children were born

to Mr. and Mrs. Williams: Samuel, known as

Judge Williams, of Woodland, is the eldest, and is

represented elsewhere in this work; John died in

Iowa; William is the next younger;^ Melissa died

in 1846, at the age of eighteen years; Josiah, who

resides in Watseka, married Elizabeth Egbert, and

for his second wife wedded Mrs. Martha Hall;

Susanna is the wife of Simeon Downing, of Butler

County, Iowa; Thomas married Charlotte Hocl,

and is a farmer of Belmont Township; Mary died

about 1855, at the age of nineteen; Elizabeth A.

is the wife of Chester Smith, of Milton; Harvey is

single and is ranching in Wyoming.

William Williams came to Illinois with his par-

ents, in the fall of 1836, and spent six years with

them in Winnebago Count}', after which he came

to Iroquois County, in the fall of 1842, and settled

in Belmont Township. He was reared on a farm

and received the limited educational advantages

of the public schools in the frontier region. On
reaching man's estate, he engaged in farming in

Belmont Township, and was married there to Miss

Elizabeth Fry, who was born in Coshocton County,

Ohio, April 7, 1830, and is a daughter of John

and Sarah (Doran) Fry. Her people were among
the early pioneer settlers of Iroquois Countj'.

They were natives of Virginia, and came to Illi-

nois in 1837, from Ohio. Both are now deceased.

Three children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.

AVilliams, of whom two are now living, a son and

daughter, one having died in infancy, Alice M.,

the elder; George O., the only son, who is now
twenty-three years of age, is a graduate of the

Class of '92, Michigan State University, of Ann
Arbor. He is studying with the view of entering

the legal proftssion.

Mr. Williams was engaged ui farming in Bel-

mont Township until 1857, when he sold out and

removed to Moniteau County, Mo., where he was

engnged in the mercantile business until the break-

ing out of the late war, when the unsettled condi-

tion of affairs on the Southern border made a res-

idence there very undesirable, and he returned to

Illinois, but had to grcatl}' sacrifice his property.

He then located in Watseka, where he was en-

gaged in teaming and in the transfer business un-

til March 28, 1877. He then purchased the Will-

iams House, which he has since conducted and

which has alwaj^s been the leading hotel in the city.

]Mr. Williams is a member of the Masonic and

Odd Fellows' societies. He was made an Odd

Fellow in Missouri, in 1858, and is now a member

of Iroquois Lodge No. 74, I. O. O. F., of AVatseka.

He is a Royal Arch Mason, holding membership

with Watseka Lodge No. 446, A. F. & A. M., and

AVatseka Chapter No. 114, R. A. M. In politics,

he has alwa5'S been a consistent Democra't and an

earnest and enthusiastic supporter of the party,

but he could never be induced to accept public

office. Once he was elected Justice of the Peace

but refused-to qualif}'. He is a man of broad

and liberal views on the subject of religion, and

relies more on good principles and on honest and

upright life than on creeds or dogmas. Nearly

a-half century of his life has been passed among

his fellow-citizens of Iroquois County, and in such

a manner as to command the esteem and respect of

the best people, and all are assured of his strict in-

tegrity, whole-heartedness and manlj' independ-

ence. His good wife has been to him a helpmate

in reality, and has devoted her best energies for

the welfare of her husband and children with such

an earnest fldelit}' that she has won and enjoys

not only the devotion of her family, but the es-

teem of a wide circle of friends.

f/ARON C. BADGLEY, a retired physician,

makes his home in Ashkum. He is a na-

tive of the Empire State and his birth

(^' occurred on the 18th of April, 1815, in

Ontario County. He is a son of Aaron and Jo-

hanna (Hedges) Badgley. both of whom weic

natives of New Jersev. The grandfather of our
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subject, George Badgley, was born in England

and emigrated to the New World with a cousin,

Anthony Badgley, who settled in the Soutii,

wliile the former located in New Jersey and there

reared his family of five sons. Three of this num-

ber were soldiers in the Revolutionary War. The

father afterward removed to Ontario County,

where for a number of years he engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits. He then removed to Ohio and

settled in Gallia County in 1817, which was then

a wilderness. At that time the Indians had ni t

left for their Western reservation, and many wild

animals still roamed through the forests. There

he cleared and opened up a farm and spent a

number of years at the hard labor of pioneer life.

From Gallia County, Mr. Badglej- went to fiercer

County, Ohio, where he remained for a time, after

which he removed to Illinois. He settled in La

Salle County iu 1850, where he lived a retired

life during his remaining years. The death of his

wife occurred in 1854. Though Mr. Badgley was

never called upon for much military duty, he en-

listed in the War of 1812. in wiiicli service he was

called out but once.

Aaron C. Badgley, Jr., is the youngest of a fam-

ily of three sons and four daughters who grew to

mature years. The eldest, Ruth, married and

reared a family; Mary is now deceased; George

was a farmer in Ohio and there departed this life;

Sallie was married but is now deceased; Anthon3-

settled in Kendall Count\-, 111., in 1850, where

he died; Lucinda died soon after her marriage;

and our subject, who is the only survivor of the

family.

The earl}- years of the Doctor were passed in

the State of Oiiio, his time being spent in the

cares and duties pertaining to farm life and in

obtaining an education in the district schools. He
has been largely self-educated since arriving at

man's estate, for the ungraded district schools of

that early day offered but limited educational

privileges. AVhen a young man, he took up the

study of medicine under Drs. Houston li' Stewart,

of Miami County, Ohio. He afterward engaged

in practice near his preceptors for a short time,

and then located in St. Mary's, Mercer Countj',now

called Auglaize, and there continued in his profes-

sion until 1850. He was one of the pioneer phy-

i sicians of the county, and soon after locating there

the Doctor took a contract on the Cincinnati (t

Toledo Canal for the building of the locks. He
employed a good many men and teams and gave

much of his time to the supervision of the work,

while he also continued in his profession. At that

time he removed to Illinois and settled in La Salle

County, where for about eighteen years he con-

1
tinned building up an extensive practice. In 1868,

he sold out in La Salle and came to Iroquois

County, where he purchased a tract of land, com-

prising three hundred and twenty acres in Ashkum
Township. He had intended to give up the prac-

tice of medicine and devote himself exclusivelj- to

farming interests, but as there were so few physi-

cians in this section he was obliged to resume it,

and has continued more or less since that time in

practice. In 1875, Dr Badgley removed to the

village of Ashkum and has bought a good resi-

dence property. He has never established an office

here, intending to live a retired life, but he still

professionally attends a few of his former patients

and friends. For several years, he has been in

poor health and is enjoying the rest which his

many j'ears of active jrork have made necessary

and desirable.

In Auglaize County, Ohio, Dr. Badgley was

united in marriage with Margaret Haney, who was

born in Ohio, July 24, 1820, and there grew to

womanhood. On the 4tli of November, 1838, the

wedding ceremonj' was performed. Mrs. Badgle^y

is a daughter of Jonas and Sarah (Vail) Haney,who
were numbered among the honored pioneers of

Miami Count}'. The Doctor and his wife have no

children but have taken several orphans to rear and

educate, who are now among the honored members

of society and look upon Dr. and Mrs. Badglej' as

a beloved father and mother.

For many years. Dr. Badgley was iilenlitied with

the Republican part}-, and previous to its organi-

zation was an old-line Whig and Abolitionist. Of

late j'ears, he has advocated the cause of Prohi-

bition and is now a supporter of that party. The
Doctor and his wife held membership with the

Baptist Church at Earlville, La Salle County, and

when lliej' removed to Ashkum brought their letters
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with them, but as there was no Baptist Church

located here the}' have not united with any church

organization, but still hold to the Baptist faith.

Socially, he is an Odd Fellow, which order he

joined before coming to this county. He has held

many local positions, the duties of which he has

discharged in a very able and trustworthy man-

ner. During his long residence of forty-two

years in this State, and nearly a quarter of a cen-

tury in Iroquois County, he has made a host of

friends who esteem him most highly for his quali-

ties of manliness, honor and nobility of character,

and he well deserves to be remembered as one of

the pioneers of the county.

^ILLIAM LYMAN, one of the early settlers

of Iroquois County, who now resides on

section 6, Middleport Township, is a na-

tive of the Keystone State. He was born on the

27th of July, 1812, and is one of a family of four

children whose parent^ were John and Hannah
(Nutt) Lyman. The father was a blacksmith b}'

trade. When our subject was a J'oung lad he re-

moved with his family to the Buckeye State, where

he purchased a large tract of Government land in

the midst of the forest, and hewed out a farm. The

journej' Westward was made by team. He re-

mained in Ohio until 1834, when he came to Iro-

quois County, 111., and there made his home until

his death, which occurred in 18-iO. In politics, he

was a Democrat, and while in Ohio served as

Count}' Judge for a number of years. He held

membership with the German Lutheran Church

and was a highly respected citizen. His wife sur-

vived him about ten years, passing away in 1850.

Their family numbered the following children:

Geoi'ge, Hannah, Peggy, Jacob, Samuel, Cath-

erine, Polly, Daniel, Annie, John, Sallie, William,

Jonathan and Susan.

We now take up the personal history of William

Lyman, one of the county's honored pioneers. He
was a lad of six summers at the time of the re-

moval of the family from Pennsylvania to Ohio.

His education was acquired in a log schoolhouse.

and school was conducted on the subscription

plan. He is familiar with frontier life, having ex-

perienced the hardships and trials of the pioneer

both in Ohio and Illinois. In 1834, six families

came by team to Iroquois County. Mr. Lyman,
who formed one ol the party, purchased eighty

acres of Government land on section 13, Middle-

port Township, at 11.25 per acre. This was all

covered with timber, but he at once began its im-

provement, clearing acre after acre during six

years, when he left his first claim and removed to

the farm on section 6, Middleport Township, which

has since been his home. He owns eighty-eight

acres of valuable land. His landed possessions in

Iroquois County coniprise two hundred and ten

acres, the fruits of his own labor.

Mr. Lyman was married in 1832, the lady of his

choice being Miss Elizabeth Shipman, daughter of

Macon and Catherine Shipman. By their union

were born four children, a daughter and three

sons: Hannah, who became the wife of John L.

Bailey, died in 1891 ; John died in 1865; Jonathan

died during the war; and Andrew is engaged in

farming in Kansas. The mother of this family

was called to her final rest in 1882. Together Mr.

and Mrs. Lyman traveled life's journey as man

and wife for half a century, and she had been

his faithful companion and helpmate through all

the long years. Her death was deeply regretted

throughout the community, for she had many
friends.

In politics, Mr. Lyman is a Republican, having

long supported that party. His first Presidential

vote was cast for Andrew Jackson. He has held

the office of Commissioner of Highways, Path

Master, School Director and Overseer of the Poor,

and his public duties were ever discharged with a

promptness and fidelity which won him the com-

mendation of even his political enemies. He holds

membership with the United Brethren Church.

Few have as long been residents of Iroquois

County as Mr. Lyman, who for nearly sixty years

has made his home in Middleport Township. He

has watched the growth and progress of the

county, has seen its wild land transformed into

beautiful homes and farms, its villages grow into

thriving towns and the work of development and
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upbuildiiiif carried forward to such an extent tbat

one could hardly recognize the count}' of to-day

as the one of even a third of a century ago. Mr.

Lyman has ever borne his part in the work of

progress. He is an honored pioneer, a prosperous

farmer and a valued citizen.

ylOIIN NILSON, who owns and operates an

excellent farm of four hundred and five

acres in Milford Township, was born Febru-

ary 20, 1840, on the farm which is still his

home. He was one of the seven children of Robert

and Susan L. (Wagner) NiLson, whose sketch is

given in connection with that of Sidney Nilson.

Mr. Nilson of this sketch is living on the farm

which was his birthplace and was the home of both

his father and grandfather, the latter having pui-

fhased it of Hill at a ver}' early day. In the com-

mon schools of the neighborhood, he acquired his

education. No event of special importance oc-

curred during his youth. He was early inured to

the labors of the farm, for as soon as old enough

to handle the plow he began working in the fields.

When twenty-five years of age, he started out in

life for himself and embarked in farming and

stock-raising, which pursuits he followed quite

extensively for a number of years. Of late years,

however, he has given but little attention to the

raising of stock, devoting his entire energies to the

growing of such cereals as are adapted to this

climate. Standing before his home, the eye can

glance around over broad fields of waving grain

which tell of golden harvests. The highly culti-

vated land indicates the thrift and enterprise of

the owner, and many of the im[)rovemcnts upon

the place stand as monuments to his progressive

spirit.

On the 12lh of February, 18b3. Mr. Nilson was

united in marriage with Miss Emeline Snyder,

daughter of Nelson and Mary Jane (Oberl) Snj--

der, natives of Tompkins County, N. Y.,as is Mrs.

Nilson. The \-oung couple began their domestic life

ui)on the farm which is yet their home. The Nilson

household is the abode of hospitality, and our sub-

ject and his estimable wife rank high in social circles.

In his political affiliations, he is a Demoo-at, but

has never sought or desired the honors or emolu-

ments of public oHice, preferring to devote his en-

tire time and attention to his business interests, in

which he has met with signal success. His pros-

per it}- is due entirely to his own industry and per-

severance, whereby he has overcome the obstacles

in his path and worked his way steadily upward.

He is a worthy representative of an honored pio-

neer family, and, like his ancestors, manifests a

commendable interest in all that pertains to the

welfare of the community and its upbuilding.

JHILIP S. BOWE, the junior partner of the

)
firm of Koehn & Bowe, general merchants

^^ of Bucklev, has the honor of being a na-

|1\ tive of this State. He was born on the

26th of December, 1866, in Monce, Will County,

and is of Irish descent. His parents, Moses and Ho-

uora (Ilurlej-) Bowe, were both natives of the Em-
erald Isle and came to this country in early life.

The father crossed the Atlantic when a youth of

fourteen years, and the mother came to America

when a young ladj' of twent}' summers. Their

marriage was celebrated in Chicago, where they

long made their home. Mr. Bowe was in the

employ of the Illinois Central Railroad for thirt}'-

five years, but at this writing, in the fall of

1892, is engaged in farming near Peotone, 111. He
is the present Supervis(^r of Will Township, where

he resides. In the Bowe family were eight chil-

dren, four sons and four daughters, but only four

are now living, .is follows: ,Iohn, Philip S., Jlichael

and Agnes. The daughters, except Agnes, are de-

ceased, including Mary, Katie and Julia; and Will-

iam, the youngest son, also has passed away.

Philip S. Bowe, whose name heads this record,

spent the days of his boyhood and youth in his

Darents' home. His education was acquired in the

public schools of Monee and in the State Normal

School, of Normal, 111., where his'school life was

ended. In 1890, he came to Buckley, where he has
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since made his home and formed a partnership

with John C. Koehn. They opened a general mer-

chandise store and now carry a full and complete

stock of goods, consisting of dry-goods, clothing,

hats, caps, boots, shoes, groceries, notions, etc.

They are doing a flourishing business and their

trade, which has constantlj' increased from the be-

ginning, has now assumed excellent proportions.

Mr. Bowe is a prominent young business man of

Buckley, progressive and enterprising, and has the

esteem of all with whom business or social rela-

tions have brought him in contact. He is a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church, and is a supporter of

Democratic principles. In 189 1, he filled the oflice

of Village Treasurer.

In September, 1892, Mr. Bowe led to the mar-

riage altar Miss Lucy, daughter of John Fisher, of

Loda, 111. The young couple as they start out on

life's journey together have the high regard and

best wishes of a large circle of friends.

(^ Ife H. BUSS, a leading farmer residing on sec-

\rJ// tion 12, Ash Grove Towii'sliip, is one

^iy\f/ of the enterprising citizens of Iroquois

Count3\ A native of Germany, he was born on the

8th of January, 1835, in Hanover, and is a son of

Henry Buss, who was born and reared in the same

place. His father was the owner of a ship, to

which he gave most of his attention, but also

carried on farming to some extent. He served in

the German army for five years. His wife

was in her maidenhood Miss Gretja Teolon, and

accompanied by iierand their six children he came

to America in IS.'iO. They boarded a vessel at

Bremen, and after a successful vo^'age landed at

New Orleans, being seven weeks and three days

on the journey. They were afterwards on a

Mississippi steamer for nine days, when they ar-

rived at Quincy, and settled on a farm thirty-one

miles northeast of that place, in Adams County.

The farm was still in its primitive state, the land

being wild prairie, and deer and other wild game

were quite plentiful. He rented land for a while,

but afterwards purchased a small farm which he

carried on until his death in September, 1862, at

the age of fifty-six years. His wife had been

called to her final home five years previous, dying

at the age of fifty-three years. He came to the

United States a poor man, but by his industry and

untiring energy he became well-to-do. In politi-

cal sentiment he affiliated with the Democratic

party, and in religious faith he and his family

were Lutherans. The children are as follows:

Catherine is the wife of John Jopman, of Nebraska;

George H. is a wealthy farmer of Adams County,

111.; W. H. is next in order of birth; Mahelle,

widow of Henry Flesner, of Adams County, and

Trenka, wife of Nelson Pile, make their home in

California; and Henry is a farmer of Kansas.

Our subject was fifteen years of age when he

crossed the water to this country. His education

had been acquired in Germany, but he soon

learned the I^nglish language on his arrival here,

although unable to attend school. Remaining under

tlie parental roof, he aided in the management of

the home farm until his marriage on the 13lh of

March, 1857, in Clayton Township, Adams County,

when Miss Margaret Schmidt became his wife.

Mrs. Buss is a daughter of Ahrend and Lena

Schmidt, both of whom were natives of Friesland,

Germany. Her father departed this life when she

was but eight years old, but Mrs. Schmidt sur-

vived until Februaiy 26, 1869, dying in Living-

ston Count}', 111. Mrs. Buss was born June 25,

1836, in Germany, and came to this country when

twent}- years of age. She landed at New Oileans,

but settled in Adams County, this State,

Of the family of our subject and his estimable

wife, the first five children were born in Adams
County, the younger in Iroquois County, and the

remainder in Livingston County, 111. Henry, born

November 21, 1857, was married, but has now
separated from his wife, and is a farmer of this

county; Ahrend, who is a farmer residing on the

same section as his father, was born on the 20th

of November, 1858; Catherine, born March 23,1859,

is the wife of Dick Duisof Nebraska; Oltman, born

December 17, 1861, is a farmer of section 11, Ash

Grove Township; John, born August 29, 1863,

died in Nebraska on the 25th of September, 1891,

leaving a wife; Talka, wife of Jordan Rosendall,
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of Nebraska, was born Jul^- 24, 1865; Angeline,

born April 29, 1867, is the wife of Ben Johnson,

of Milford Township; AVilliam W., born April 23,

1869, is a farmer; Harmon, born March 17, 1871,

aids ill tlie work of the farm; George, born on

Febru.ar)- 11, 1873, and Margaret, November 24,

1874, are at home. The eliildren have all received

good educations, and with their parents are all

members of the Lutheran Cliurcli.

Mr. Buss is one of the popular men of Ash

Grove Township, and has lield tiie oftice of Road

Supervisor. He is now the owner of a fine farm of

two liundred and ten acres, which at the time of

his removal here was wild and uncultivated, but

he lias now placed it under a high state of culti-

vation. On coming to Iroquois County, Mr. Buss

began the improvement of his land, and is now
one of the well-to-do agriculturists of the localitj'.

He has made his home here since 1877. Our sub-

ject cast his first Presidential vote for Abraham
Lincoln, and the man of whom he rented his farm

at the time hearing this made him leave. He has

ever since been a stalwart advocate of the Repub-

lican part}-, and to it gives his earnest support.

He often attends the conventions f)f his partly,

and takes a deep interest in its welfare.

(^^HOMAS A. IRELAND, one of the promi-

(ff(^^.
nent and inlluential farmers and stock-

^V^^' raisers of Artesia Township, residing on

section 27, where he owns and operates three hun-

dred and twenty acres of land, is a native of West

\'irginia. He was born in Harrison County, on the

23d of May, 1824, and is a son of Jonathan and

Eliza (Boring) Ireland, both of whom were natives

of iSIaryland. Of their family of five sons and

six daughters, six are yet living, as ftillows: Sarah,

Thom.as A., "William W., Elizabeth R., Juliet and

Theodore F. Those now deceased arc Theophilus,

Selina, JMary A., Jonathan G. and Eliza Jane.

The parents of this family, emigrating AV^est-

ward, took up their residence in Ohio about 1828,

locating in Clinton County, near Wilmington,

where they resided for about six j-ears. In 1834

they came to Illinois, settling in what is now
Bureau County, but was then a part of Putnam
County. Their farm of three hundred acres was

located near Princeton, and continued to be the

home of I\Ir. Ireland until 1871, with the excep-

tion of three 3-ears, from 1841 until 1844, which

he passed in Putnam County. In 1861 he was

called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, and ten

years later he went to De Kalb County to live

with his youngest son, Theodore F., where he died

on the 20tli of December, 1872, at an advanced

age.

Thomas A. Ireland, whose name heads this rec-

ord, spent the first thirteen years of his life in

West Virginia and Ohio, and then came with his

parents to Illinois. Amid the wild scenes of

pioneer life he was reared to manhood. In 1850

he removed to Lee County, where he resided for

seventeen years. In the meantime he was mar-

ried, the lady of his choice being Miss Amelia

Lyons, daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth

(Darnes) Lyons, of Lamoille, 111. Their union

was celebrated on the 6th of March, 1862, and

unto them were born a family of ten children:

Claribcl, born June 30, 1864, is the wife of W. S.

Marsh, a farmer of Artesia Township; Frances

Elizabeth, born September 19, 1866, is the wife of

F. P. Temple, a carpenter of Buckley; George W.,

who was born October 18, 1867, died January

12, 1869; Theodore Leslie, born April 18, 1870;

William Bruce, horn on the 6th of May, 1«72;

Remembrance Franklin, born Julj' 15, liS7l;

Byron T., born March 10, 1878; Leonidas J., born

F'ebruary 15, 1881; Earl Walden, born August 8,

1884; and Amelia L., born on the 9tli of March,

1890. Seven of the children are at home.

In the spring of 1867 Mr. Ireland removed to

I""ord County, locating on a farm in Lyman Town-
ship, about ten miles from Paxton, the county

seat, where with his family he resided until the

spring of 1876. That 3'ear witnessed his arrival in

Iroquois County, and he located on a half-section

of land in Artesia Ti>wnship, adjoining the corpor-

ation limits of Buckley on the west. Here he

still makes his home, and in connection with the

development of his land, which is now under a

high state of cultivation, he engages quite exten-
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sively in stock-raising, breeding horses, cattle and
bogs, to wliich lie feeds the greater part of his

grain. He is a man of good business ability, and
an industrious and thrifty farmer. He has a beau-

tiful home, and his large barn, 50x70 feet, which

he has recently erected, is one of the best in the

county. In Ford County Mr. Ireland held vari-

ous offices of trust, and was Justice of the Peace

for four years. In politics he is a supporter of

the Republican principles, but is not a politician

in the sense of ofHce-seeking, preferring to devote

liis entire time and attention to his business inter-

ests, in which he has met with excellent success.

' SAAC L. BODY, who resides on section 25,

Crescent Township, is a wortly- representative

of one of the honored pioneer families of the

county, his father, John Body, whose sketch ap-

pears elsewhere in this volume, being one of the

early settlers of the communitj'. He was born on

the 19th of Januarj-, 1852, on the old homestead

in Belmont Township, and his boyhood days

were quietly passed upon his father's farm in the

usual manner of pioneer lads. He acquired his

education in the common schools, which he at-

tended through the winter season, while in the

summer mouths he aided in the labors of the

fields.

After attaining liis majority, Mr. Body chose as

a companion and helpmate on life's journey Miss

Sarah J.John, a daughter of William and Margaret

(Cobbler) John. She was one of fourteen children,

nine of whom are jet living, tliree sons and tliree

daughters, viz.: David; Mary Ann, wife of Patrick

Sullivan; Elizabeth, wife of John Martin; Amy,
wife of John Hurd; Kancy Ann, wife of George

Featherling; William; Francis Marion; Sarah J.,

wife of our subject; and Isabel, wife of William

JMcElhany. The father of this famil}- is a native

of Ohio. He was born in 1806, and is still living

at the advanced age of eighty-six years. Farming

has been his principal occupation through life. He
came to Iroquois County when there were only

twelve white families on Sugar Creek, but the In-

dians were far more numerous. Mrs. John was

also born in the Buckeye .State, the date of her

birth being 1812. She died in 1890, at the age of

seventy-eight years.

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Body, which was

celebrated on the 8th of December, 1874, has been

blessed with a family of four children, all daugh-

ters, as follows: Clara Belle, Minnie Jlaj-, Neva
Frances and Bertha L. J. The family circle yet

remains unbroken.

Mr. Body is t)ne of the enterprising young far-

mers of this community. He owns one hundred

and eighty acres of arable land and eighty acres of

timber. The former is under a high state of cul-

tivation and 3'ields a golden harvest in return for

the care and labor bestowed upon it. The neat

appearance of the place indicates the thrift and

enterprise of the owner, who is recognized as one

of the representative agriculturists of the com-

munity. In politics, he is a supporter of Demo-

cratic principles, having affiliated with that party

since he cast his first Presidential vote for Hon.

S. J. Tildeu. For six j'ears he has ably served as

School Director. Public-spirited and progressive,

he takes an active interest in all that pertains to

tlie welfare of the community and does all in

his power for its upbuilding.

IIRIST MUNSTERMANN, who owns and

(

^^ operates a valuable farm of two hundred

5^^ and fortj' acres on section 3, Ash Grove

Township, is one of the worthy citizens that Ger-

many has furnished to Iroquois County. He was

born in Hanover, on the 5th of August, 1838, and

is a son of Peter IMunstermann, a farmer, who died

when our subject was two and a-half years old.

The mother bore the maiden name of Dorothy

Blome. On the death of Mr. Munstermann she

became the wife of Christ Schulenburg, who was

also an agriculturist, and spent her entire life in

Germany. The members of the family were Henry, a

farmer of Ash Grove Township; John, who died in

Cook County; Marj-, who is yet living in Germany;
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Dorothy, who is a resident of Cook County; and

Christ of this slcetch. Tliere was also a daughter

born of the second marriage, Sophia, who still

lives in her native land.

Mr. Munsterniann whose name iieads this record

acquired his education in the public schools, which

he attended between the ages of seven and fifteen

years. He was reared in the usual manner of

fanner lads, and after attaining his majorit}' was

united in marriage with Miss Jlina Haben, wiio

was born in the same locality as her husband.

AVishing to try his fortune in the New World, in

lf<()9 he liade good-bj'e to the Fatherland and

with his family crossed the briny deep from Ham-
burg to New York. He was eleven da3's on the

water. On reaching this country he went to Chi-

cago and made a location in Homewood, Cook

County, where he and his wife both worked on a

farm. He witnessed the famous Cliicago fire in

1871.

In 1873, Mr. Munstermann came to Iroquois

Count}-, and with the capital he had acquired

tiirough his industry and perseverance he pur-

chased forty acres of land in Crescent Township.

Subsequently he sold that farm, and on section 3,

Asli Grove Township, bought eighty acres of wild

prairie, upon which not a furrow ha<l been turned

or an improvement made. His industrious effoits.

and his well-directed labors have transformed it

into one of the finest farms of the community*,

lie has paid out ¥1,500 for draining and has made
many otlier excellent improvements, both useful

and ornamental. Since liis first purchase he has

extended the boundaries of his farm until he now
h.as two hundred and forty acres.

I'nto Mr. and Mrs. ilunstermann have been

born two children: Matilda, who was born in Cook
County, .lanuary 28, 1872. is now the wife of

Henry Salmon, of Ash Grove Township. The
younger child, Henry, born November 4, 1877,

still aids hi? father in the operation of the home
farm. The parents are botii members of the Luth-

eran Church and Jlr. Munstermann has contributed

liberally to it* support and aided largel}' in its up-

building. He is now Treasurer of the Church of

St. Paul. The Republican party finds in him a

stalwart supporter, he having been identified with

that body since he cast his first Presidential vote

for R. B. Hayes. His success in life is all due to

his own efforts, and he maj- well serve to encourage

others who like himself have to begin life at the

bottom of the ladder and work their way upward.

He now has a comfortable competence and is

ranked among the highly respected and substantial

citizens of the communitv.

«^ •^^• =^%

^ RVILLE E. DIX, a well-to-do farmer and

stock-raiser, who resides on section 32, Iro-

quois Township, owns and operates a farm

of one hundred and sixty acres, pleasantlv situated

about a half-mile from Crescent City. Upon the

place are good improvements. There are manj-

rods of tiling, and the well-drained fields have

been placed under a high state of cultivation and

yield a golden tribute to the care and labor be-

stfjwed upon them. The home is a pleasant resi-

dence, and altogether the farm is one of the valu-

able and desirable pieces of property in this lo-

cality.

Mr. Dix, who has a wide acquaintance tlirough-

out this communitv and ranks as an enterprising

farmer, certainly deserves representation in the

histoiy of his adopted country. He has the honor

of being a native of Illinois. He was born in

Grundy County, December 27, 1852, and is a sou

of Oliver Dix, who was born in Oneida County,

N. Y., on the 5th of Januaiy, 1821. The grand-

father of our subject, Richard Dix, was also born

in the Empire State and the famil}- are among the

pioneers of New York. The grandfather died

when Oliver was a small boy, after which his

mother was again married and removed with her

family to Illinois about 1833, making the journey

from New York with teams and wagons. At that

time there was not even a trading-post at Chicago.

They made a settlement in Kendall County, and

upon tliat pioneer farm Oliver Dix grew to man-

hood. He was twice married. In Kendall County,

he wedded Lydia AVing, an aunt of Judge Wing,

the prominent attorney of Chicago. She was a

native of Chautauqua County, N. Y., and her
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death occurred when our subject was only four

3'ears old. In an early day, Mr. Dix removed to

Grundj- County, becoming one of its early settlers.

He located on wild land, and from the raw prairie

developed a good farm, which he yet makes his

liome. He is now seventy-one j-ears of age. For

many j-ears he has been identified with the Repub-

lican part}', has taken quite an active part in po-

litical affairs and has held a numbei of public posi-

tions of honor and trust. He is one of the founders

of the Methodist Episcopal Church near his home
and has ever been one of its active and faithful

members. The honorable, upright life which he

has lived has won him many friends, and he lias

the confidence and esteem of all.

Orville Dix, whose name heads this record, is the

j'ounger of two sons. His brother, AsaW.,isan en-

terprising and progressive farmer of Grundy
County, residing in Nettle Township, and takes

quite an active part in local politics. Our subject

was reared to manhood upon the old homestead

and remained witli his father until after he had

attained liis majority. He acquired a good educa-

tion in the public sciiools, the academv, and in the

Newark High School. After completing his studies

he engaged in teaching for a time, and later rented

a farm, which he operated until 1882. That year

witnessed his arrival in Iroquois Countj', when he

purchased the farm upon which he now resides in

Iroquois County.

Ere leaving tlie county of liis nativit}', Mr. Dix

was united in marriage in October, 1874, witli

Miss Elizabeth Riggs, a native of West Virginia,

who when a child came to Illinois with her father

and was reared and educated in Grundy County.

Three children have been born of their union,

Lettie, Ida and Eugene, all of whom are living

with their father. Tlie mother of this familj^ was

called to her final rest in 1884, and in October,

1887, Mr. Dix was joined in weillock with Mrs.

Matilda (Anderson) Harvey, a widow, who is a

native of Sweden, but was reared and educated

in this country. A son and daughter grace this

union, Oliver and Mildred Pearl.

Mr. Dix has been identified with the Republican

party since he became a voter and is a stanch ad-

vocate of its principles. He takes quite an active

part in local politics, and, as every true American

citizen should do, feels an interest in the success

of his party. The cause of education finds in him

a warm friend. He believes in good schools and

competent teachers, and while serving for six years

as a member of the School Board in this commun-
itj' he did effective service for its schools. Him-

self and wife are consistent members of the Sleth-

odist Episcopal Ciiurch, give liberally to its sup-

port and are earnest laborers in the Master's vine-

yard. Sociall}', he is a member of the Modern
Woodmen. We see in him a self-made man, whose

possessions have all been acquired through his own

efforts. By his industr}', enterprise and persever-

ance he has steadily worked his way upward until

he now ranks among the county's substantial ag-

riculturists.

Tjlf OHN B. TAYLOR, a worthy and respected

citizen of Oilman, now living a retired

life, was born near Macclesfield, England,

on the 27th of February, 1826. He is a son

of Robert and Frances (Bewlex) Taylor, both of

whom were natives of the same country. His

father was a carpenter and joiner by occupation,

and came to the LTnited States at about the year

1826. The following year his wife, our subject

and his twin sister, joined the father in the New
AVorld. They first settled in Mars County, N. J.,

and both parents there died, the father's death

occurring in the prime of his manhood, about the

j-ear 1838, while his wife survived him nearly a

quarter of a century, her death occurring in 1862,

at the age of sixty-six years. She was a member

of the Presbyterian Church. In their family were

four children, of whom the eldest are our subject

and his twin sister Mary, who is the wife of Ro-

bert Beaty, and resides in New Jersej'. The third

child, Sarah, married William Beaty, and died

leaving a family of eight children to mourn her

loss. The youngest of the family, Andrew, still

resides in New Jersey.

In early life our subject began to work on a

farm, which he continued until of age. His edu-
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cational advantages were very meagre. When
Iwentv-one yenrs old lie started to learn the car-

penter's and joiner's trade, and the first year

\vorke<l for ^i! per month. On the 7th of August,

1847, though getting but $6 per month, he mar-

ried Miss Sarah A., daughter of Robert and Sarah

(flardner) Blackwell, who were married in New
•liisey, and later moved to Newport, Pa., where

•y spent their last days. Her father was a

• per i\v trade, but for many years followed the

upation of farming. The nifither was a Presby-

i;in in faith, and died when Mrs. Taylor was

only five years old. Her father, who was born the

17th of August, 1789, died on the 18th of May,1867.

Mrs. Taylor is one of two living children, several

I'ldthers and sisters having died in their earl\^

\ I'ars. Her brother, Lewis, resides at Hazelton,

l':i. Mis. Taylor was born in Newport, Pa., August

li'.. 1828. AVhen our subject and his wife married

-111' had a few dollars, which she had earned bj-

working for a neighbor, and he borrowed ¥25

from a friend.

Unto this worthy couple have been born five

children: Almenah V., who is at home; Alvin G.

is foreman of tlie passenger yard of the Chicago A'

Alton Railroad at Bloomington, he having gone

on the road as brakenian sixteen years ago, and has

worked his way up to his present position, never

having been laid off by the company; George E. is

a fruit-grower at South Pas.adena, Cal.; Robert

W. resides at Ashkum; and Emma A. is the wife

of George F. Benedict, and resides in Chicago.

Having lived in New Jersey until 18.56, Mr.

Taylor came to Hlinois and located at Princeton,

Bureau County, and soon afterward removed to

Dover, in the same county. On the 12th of
j

August, 1802, he enlisted in Company B, Ninety-
l

third Illinois Infantry. The regiment was first '

sent to Memphis, Tenn., and the first real duty
I

was an expedition into Mississippi, He was en- |

gaged with his compan}' in the battle at .Tackson,
j

Miss. Other important engagements in which he !

took i)art were Champion Hill, the siege of Vicks- I

burg, Mission Kidge, Dalton, Altoona Pass, Sav.aji-

nah, Columl)ia, Bentonville (the last battle of the

war), and he also went with Sherman on his raardi

to the sea. Near Dalton, Ga., June 28, 18t)4, he
]

with others was riding on toj) of a freight car,

which was loaded with shot and shell. Seeing that

the train on which thej' were riding would shortly

collide with another, he jum))cd from the car, and

in so doing fractured his ankle and also injured

his back; nevertheless, he hobbled along with his

regiment, never spending a day in tlie hospital.

His career as a soldier was marked by commend-
able bravery and fortitude, and be was alwavs

found where the battle was hottest.

Returning home from the war, he worked at his

trade in Dover until 1870, when he removed to a

farm in Danforth Township. Though he lived on

the farm, he still spent most of his time at his

trade. For some three months he worked on the

Red field House, also on the residence of D. L.

Parter and others. In 1878 he removed to Gil-

m.'in, and since then he has done considerable at

his trade, especially in Danforth, where he worked

on the fine elevator at that place, and the resi-

dences of W. W. Gilbert, Dr. Smith, R. O. Penne-

will, and others. He is now practically retired

from business, having a comfortable competency,

which he has earned by years of industry and fru-

gality. He still owns his farm of eighty acres in

Danforth Township, and four dwellings in Gil-

man.

UILLIAM HOLLINGSWORTH, who car-

ries on general farming in Onarga Town-

^^ ship, is one of the extensive land-owners

of this community and .also one of the early set-

tlci-s of the county, who for tweut3--eight years

lias resided in this communitv. As he is widely

and favorably known, we feel assured that the

record of his life will prove of interest to manj'

of our rcadei-s. He claims Ohio as the State of his

nativit\-. Ids birth occurring near Hamilton, But-

ler County, on the 29th of A|)ril, 1817. Little is

known concerning the early history of the family.

His fatiier, Joseph Ilollingsworth, w.is a native of

South Carolina and married Hannah Hawkins. In

1810, when our subject was about nine years of

age, the parents removed with their family to Ind-
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iana, locating in Tippecanoe County, where the

father purcliased land of the Government, paying

$100 for eighty acres. This he at once bca:au to

develop and improve, making his liome thereon

until his death, which occurred in 1852. His wife

survived him for about fourteen years and came

to Illinois, where her death occurred in 1866. The

family of tliis worthy couple numbered seven

children, as follows: Amos, who died in 1872;

Martha, who departed this life in 1892; William,

whose name heads this record; Benjamin, a resi-

dent of California; Joseph, who is now engaged in

farming near Witchita, Kan.; Setli, a resident

farmer of Arkansas; and James, a retiied farmer

who now makes his home in Kansas City.

The subject of this sketch spent tiie first nine

years of iiis life in the State of his nativity and

then accompanied his parents on their removal to

Indiana, where he was reared to manhood. The

days of his boyhood and youth were quietly passed

upon his father's farm! He worked in the fields

during the summer months and became inured to

the hard labor of developing new land. In the

winter, or for about three months each j'ear, he

would attend the common district schools of the

neighborhood, and thus acquired a good education.

He gave his fatiier the benefit of his labors and

remained upon the home farm until thirty years

of age, when ho began farming for himself. He
continued to reside in Indiana until the spring of

1864, when he removed to Illinois, and since that

time has been a resident of Iroquois County.

Soon after his arrival, he purchased four hundred

and twenty acres of land on section 1, Onarga

Township, and has since carried on general farm-

ing. His home is on one of the excellent farms of

the community, and the well-tilled fields and neat

appearance of the place indicate the supei'vision

of a careful manager. A marriage ceremony per-

formed on the 26th of jMarch, 1857, united the

destinies of Mr. Hollingsworth and Miss Sarah

INIeeks, a native of Chester County, Pa., and a

daugliter of Joseph and Mary (Hill) Meeks. Four

children have been born of this union, two sons

and two daughters, of whom three are yet living,

as follows: Joseph, the eldest, makes his home in

Onarga; Alice is tlio wife of Dr. M. E. Mosher, a

practicing physician now residing in Havanna,

Mason County, 111.; Harvej' aids his father in the

cultivation of the home farm; and Grace died in

1876.

The parents are both Friends in religious belief,

having been reared under the auspices of that so-

cietj'. They are people of sterling worth, highly

respected throughout the community, and in social

circles they hold an enviable position. In his polit-

ical affiliations, Mr. Hollingsworth is a Republican,

a warm advocate of the principles of that part}-,

and for a number of years he has held the office of

School Director.

Sm-J-^-i-i-c

ITL-^ ENRY CLAY FRAME, who owns and

ITjl operates two hundred and eighteen acres

/4W^ of land on sections 16 and 17, Miiford

if^ Township, was born in Warren Countj',

Ind., Februaiy 23, 1845, and is one of a family of

nine children, wliose parents were Samuel M. and

Vitriah (Ammerman) Frame. The father was a

native of Ohio, and the mother was born in Ken-

tucky. The members of their family were as fol-

lows: Eliza J., born June 16, 1840, is the wife

of Alexander Shaw, a resident of Huntington

County, Ind.; Celia, born November 25, 1841, is

the wife of .James Curtis, by whom she has five

children, and their home is in Miiford; Rachel

C, who was born October 23, 1843, and is the

widow of Allen Simpson, resides in Warren

County, Ind.; Henry Clay is next younger; Mary

M., born June 28, 1847, died in October, 1890;

Minerva A., born December 3, 1849, is the wife of

Dr. Columbus C. Cronkhite, a resident physician

of ISIarion, Ind., bv whom she has six children,

four yet living; John M., born June 21, 1851,

died in infancy; Caroline, born February 17, 1854,

resides with iier mother in Warren County,

Ind. Samuel M., Jr., who was born February 23,

1856, and resides in West Lebanon, Ind., married

Miss Martha French, and unto them were born

four children, two of whom are yet living. Sam-

uel M. Frame, Sr., was called to his final rest Sep-

tember 17, 1892.
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The early life of our subject was quietly passed

in his native State, no event of special importance

occurring to vary the routine of farm life until

August, 1863, when, at the age of eighteen years,

he responded to the country's call for troops,

lie enlisted among the boys in blue of Company

II, One Hundred and Sixteenth Indiana Infantry,

and served for six months, being mustered out on

the 4th of Marcli, 1864. He then returned to his

home, and for some time longer was a resident of

his native State.

Mr. Frame has been twice married. On the

20th of October, 1870, he wedded Miss Ellen .1.

Siddens, daughter of AVilliam Siddens, of War-

ren Count\', Ind. Unto them were born five chil-

dren: Frank L., born August 14, 1871; Eva V.,

November 21,1873; Edward M., May 11, 1876;

Lydia A., December 17, 1878; and Ada E., Feb-

ruary- 12, 1883. The mother of this family was

called to her final rest August 1, 1888. The lady

who now bears the name of Mrs. Frame was in

her maidenhood Miss Mar}- Thomas, daughter of

Benjamin F. and Amanda (Hoover) Thomas, of

Milford. Their wedding was celebrated on the

6th of March, 1889, and their union has been

blessed with two children: Thomas Ray, born June

7, 1890; and Samuel Porter, December 24, 1891.

In 1875, Mr. Frame severed all business con-

nections in Warren County, Ind., and with his

famih- removed to this count}-. He embarked in

farming in Stockland Township, where he pur-

chased an eighty-acre tract of land, making it his

home for a period of eight years. He also carried

on stock-raising on an extensive scale. For about

ten years he has resided upon his present farm

in Milford Township, where two hundred and

eighteen acres of highly cultivated land yield to

him a golden tribute in return for the care and

cultivation he bestows upon them.

Mr. Frame exercises his right of franchise in

support of the Republican party, and for two

terms, 1885 and 1886, was the efl3cient Supervisor

of his township. He takes a considerable interest

in civic societies and holds membership with Mil-

ford Lodge No. 168, A. F. <fc A. M.; Farmers'

Lodge No. 152, I. (). O. F.; and Vennura Post

No. 471, (i. A. R. Mrs. Frame is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church. The same fidelity

and faithfulness which led him to enter the ser-

vice of his country when a mere lad character-

ized his life, and is that which prompts him now
to always be found in the front rank of any

worthy enterprise calculated to improve and up-

build the community.

i>-^<m—i-

\1l^^ ENRY C. WOLGAST, a member of the firm

r~J of AVolgast & AYolgast, dealers in general

~s)y<> merchandise, resides in Danforth. This

i^J firm has an extensive business and well-

established patronage and carries a fine stock of

goods. They have been located here for three

years and are considered one of the most reliable

and enterprising business firms in the town. Our

subject was born in Ilolstein, Germany, December

31, 1861, and is the son of Christian Wolgast.

The father was also a native of Holstein and was

there reared to manhood. When he arrived at

man's estate he married Dora Wolgast, of the same

country. He was a tailor by trade and spent his

life engaged in that occupation. He reared his

family in Germany, and there the death of both

himself and wife occurred.

The earl}' years of Henry C. AVolgast were passed

in the land of his birth and he was blessed with

good common-school advantages. In 1881, start-

ing from Bremen, he took passage on a steamer

bound for New York City and on the 2d of June,

that year, first set foot upon the shores of Ameiica.

He went directly West and located in Danforth,

111. For the first year he engaged in farming,

which was his first experience in that line of busi-

ness. He had learned the carpenter's trade in the

Fatherland and had worked at it for five years

previous to coming to America. He now engaged

for two years at his trade, and spent about six

months in Kankakee in the same business. Next

he went to Chicago, working at carpentering for

about a year and a-half and then returned to Xew
York City where he made his hf>me for about five

months.

While Mr. Wolgast was in New York, he mar-
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ried Miss Pauline Reimer, the date of the ceremony

being August 29, 1886. Mrs. AVolgast is a daugh-

ter of Martin Reimer, a mechanic of New York,

and her birth occurred in Hamburg, Germany,

where she grew to womanhood and received a

good education. Three children grace the union

of our worthy subject and his wife: Dora, Fieddie

and Walter.

After his marriage, in 1886, Mi-. Wolgast returned

to Danforth and engaged in the furniture business

for about two years, in which he was very success-

ful. He then sold out and worked at his trade

during the following year. In May, 1889, the

present partnership of Wolgast & AVolgast was

formed, and in this undertaking he has been most

successful. By their fair dealing and progressive

spirit this firm have won well-deserved populaiitj'

and they rank higii among the business men of

Danforth. Mr. Wolgast has held several local

official positions and has been Village Treasurer for

the past three years. He has alwaj's given com-

plete satisfaction to his constituents and has ever

shown in his discharge of the duties incident to

such positions tliat he has the welfare and interests

of the people at heart. He is a public-spirited man

and is ever in the front rank of those who en-

deavor to promote the welfare of city, county and

State. Mr. and Mrs. Wolgast are esteemed mem-

bers of the German Lutheran Church of Danforth,

and are ever ready to lend a helping hand to the

poor and depressed.

il? GUIS D. FRAZEE, an honored veteran of

I ((2f, the late war and one of the early set-

jl^V', tiers of the county, who now follows farm-

ing on section 18, Ridgeland Township, was born

on the 5th of March, 1837, in Newark, N. J., and

is one of ten children, whose parents were Turner

and Martha (Meeker) Frazee. Of the family a

more complete sketch is given in connection with

that of Frederick S. Frazee.

The subject of this sketch was less than two

years of age when his parents left New Jersey and

removed to Ohio, where be was reared to man-

hood. He attended the common schools until

nearl3- eighteen years of age, receiving a good

business education, which well fitted him for the

practical duties of life. In 1857 the family came

to Illinois, and since that time he has been a resi-

dent of Iroquois County. He worked for his

brother, Frederick S.,for three years and then pur-

chased an interest in the farm which he had been

cultivating. His present farm comprises one hun-

dred and sixty acres, and has been his home since

1880.

Mr. Frazee was one of the boys in blue of the

late war. Prompted by patriotic impulses, he re-

sponded to the call for troops September 24,

1861, and was assigned to Company C, Fift}--

seventh Illinois Infantry. The first important

battle in which he participated was at Ft. Donel-

son. He was afterward engaged in the battle of

Shiloh, took part in the siege of Corinth, was

under fire at the battles of Town Creek, Resaca

Kingston, Rome, Altoona Pass, Savannah, Colum-

bus and Benton ville, being in all in over thirty en-

gagements. He was also with Sherman's army on

its celebrated march to the sea. At the battle of

Shiloh he was wounded in the left arm at the

elbow by a minie-ball and was forced to remain

in the hospital from the 6th of April to the 28th

of May. After the battle of Corinth, he was

promoted to be Corporal, and on the 1st of June,

1865, he was honorably discharged, having served

for three and a-half years. With the exception

of the time when he was confined by his wound,

he was always found at his post, faithfully dis-

charging the duties allotted to him.

An important event in the life of Mr. Frazee

occurred on the 2d of January, 1871, when was

celebrated his marriage with Miss Eliza Robin-

son, daughter of Thomas and Charlotte (McNeen)

Robinson. Mrs. Frazee is one of nine children.

James, the eldest of the family, who was one of

the boys in blue of Company D, I^ighty-cighth.

Illinois Infantry, died in 1862, giving his life in

defense of his country; Margaret died September

9, 1870; Eliza is the next younger; Emma and

Carleton are both deceased; Harriet died in 1852;

Sarah went to Oregon; Thomas engaged in farm-
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ing in Nobles Count}', Minn.; and Mary is the

wife of Elmer Koon, a resident farmer of this

county. The father of this family dii'd in IHOy,

but llie mother is still living.

riiti) Mr. and Mrs. Frazee liave been born eight

I'liildixii. liut Floda, the third in order of birth,

died in infanc}-. Tiiose still living are Herbert

15., Irene K.; Mattie E., a student of Onarga .Sem-

inar}-; Charles I)., Sadie L., Nellie C. and Louis

L. The family is widely and favorably known

in tlie communit}'. The parents are both members

of the Haptist Church. In politics, Mr. Frazee

is a stanch Republican, and, social!}-, is a member
of W. A. Babcock Post No. 416, G. A. R., of

Onarga. The }'ears of his manhood have all been

passed in this local it}*, and that his life lias been

an honorable, upright one is attested by the fact

that he has so many warm friends in this com-

inimity.

DARKER T. EASTBURN, now residing in

I) Sheldon, has an honor which few of his

years can claim, that of lieing a native of

; > Irofpiois County. He was born on the

old Eastburn homestead on the 20th of No-

vembei', 1837, and is a representative of one of the

most prominent pioneer families of the count}-.

His parents, Joseph B. and Sarah (Truitt) Eastburn,

wore both natives of Adams County, Ohio. The
father of our subject was a farmer by occupation

and followed that business through the greater

part of his life. The ye.nr 1831 witnessed his em-

igration to Iroquois County, which was then an al-

most unbroken wilderness, the improvements which

had been made being few indeed. Here lie spent

the remainder t>f his life and bore the usual expe-

riences and hardships of the frontier, but he was a

man of excellent business abilities and a very suc-

cessful farmer, who at the time of his death was

the owner of over five hundred acres of farming

land in this county, besides other property inter-

ests. He |)assed away in 1849.

The subject of this sketch is tlie third in order

of biith ill a family of nine children, four of wiiom

32

are now living. Two brothere, W. L. and Allen

M., still reside in this county, and David C. is now
a resident of Nobles County, Minn.

Parker Eastburn has known no other home than

this community. He was reared to manhood upon

his father's farm and with the family shared all

the trials of pioneer life. He was early inured to

the arduous task of developing new land, and

when a young boy became familiar with farm

work in all it5 details. His early education, ac-

quired in the district schools of the neighborhood,

was supplemented by a college course, and he was

thus well fitted for the practical duties of life and

its responsibilities. At the age of twenty years

he commenced farming and stock-raising for him-

self, and to this labor devoted his energies suc-

cessfully for some years. He always kept his farm

under a high state of cultivation and the well-

tilled fields yielded to him a golden tribute in return

for the care and cultivation which he bestowed

upon them.

On the 9th of August, 1871, Mr. Eastburn was

united in marriage with Miss Julia A. ^loore,

daughter of Philip and Margaret (Smith) Moore.

She was born July 25, 1843, in Scioto County,

Ohio. By their union has been born a family of

four children, three of whom are yet living, as fol-

lows: Luther F., Clara and James. The Eastburn

household is the abode of hospitality, and the

members of the family rank high in the social cir-

cles in which they move.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Eastburn is a Re-

publican, having supported that party since he at-

tained his majority. He has been honored with

several public otHces of trust, having served as As-

sessor for five years. Supervisor for two terms, and

is now School Trustee of his township. He dis-

charges his duties in an able manner, with credit to

himself and to the satisf.action of his constituents.

For a period of fifty-live years, Mr. Eastburn has

resided in this county and has witnessed almost its

entire growth and upbuilding. He has seen its

wild lands transformed into beautiful homes and

farms, its hamlets converted into thriving towns,

while churches and schools have been built and the

work of progress and civilization has been carried

forward so ra|)idly that scarcely a landmark of
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pioneer days yet remains. He has ever borne bis.

part in ttie worlc of advancement, and lias proved

a valued citizen, who has the high regard of all

who know him.

(&- ,
'=1< A.> .[

S_y g

ELIAS JULIAN, one of the enterprising and

progressive farmers of Sheldon Township,
'/ residing on section 9, owns and operates

one hundred and forty acres of arable land, and

the well-tilled fields yield to him a golden tribute

in return for his care and cultivation. A native

of the Buckeye State, he was born on the 27tli of

February, 1846, and is the eldest child of Absalom

and Nancy (Flanagan) Julian. His father was a

native of Pennsylvania and at an early day emi-

grated AVestward to Ohio, locating in Pickawaj^

County, where he long made his home. He was

twice married, the mother of our subject being his

second wife. Four children were born of the

first union, and Elias is the eldest of a family of

three. In 1875, the father left Ohio and came to

Iroquois County, 111., where he spent the remain-

der of his days, his death occurring December 23,

1880.

We now take up the personal history of our

subject, who in his youth attended the district

scliools in the neighborhood in which he resided

and concluded his literary education by several

terms' attendance in the graded schools of Tarlton,

Ohio. At the age of nineteen, he started out in

life for himself, and from 1865 until 1870 was en-

gaged in trading speculations in the State of Mis-

souri. On the expiration of that period he dis-

posed of his business interests in Missouri and

came to Iroquois County, 111., where he has since

resided. His energies lie has devoted to farming

and stock-raising, and he now owns one of the

valuable and desirable farms of this locality. The
land IS under a high state of cultivation and he

has made many substantial improvements. The
stock which he raises is of good grades and the

place is complete in all its appointments.

On the 251 h of January, 1872, Mr. Julian was

united in marriage with Miss Hattie Dressbaek,

daughter of William Dressbaek, a native of Picka-

way County, Ohio, and their union has been

blessed with eight children, four sons and four

daughters, namely-: Milton, Milo, Guy, Artliur L.,

Cynthia, Amanda, Nancy, and Ruth. The family

circle j'et remains unbroken and the children are

still under the parental roof.

Mr. Julian votes the Republican ticket and is a

member of the Patriotic Order of Sons of America.

He has never been an aspirant for office, but his

popularity in the county would secure him almost

any local position had he any desires in that di-

rection. The only public position that he has

filled is that of Road Commissioner, in wh ich he has

served for many years. He is a man of positive

convictions and is alwa3S ready to encourage any

enterprise calculated to prove of public benefit.

He holds an interest in the Farmers' Elevator at

Sheldon, which is doing a good business and has

proved of much benefit to the agriculturists of the

community. Mr. Julian is classed among the

prosperous farmers of the township and is num-

bered among its best citizens.

ENRY AUGUSTUS BUTZOW, who is Dep-

uty County Clerk, and a leading citizen of

Watseka,was born in Mecklenburg-Schwerin,

r^ Germany, on the 0th of July, 1834. His par-

ents, Ludvvig and Sophia(Wille)Butzow, were also

natives of that country, and there spent their entire

lives, his father being a teacher for forty-five j-ears.

Our subject was born and reared in a rural village,

and at an early age was trained in the labors con-

nected with the development of the land. His ed-

ucation was acquired in the common schools and

under the instruction of private tutors. When a

young man of twenty years, he determined to try

his fortune in America. Bidding good-bye to home
and friends, he crossed the broad Atlantic in a sail-

ing-vessel, which at length dropped anchor in

New York Harbor. Landing on the shores of the

N«w World, he went to Oneida County, N.Y., where

he worked bv the month for some time. He then
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came to Illinois, and locating in Cliebanse Town-

ship engaged in farming. His first purchase of land

consisted of a tract in the town of Iroquois, and in

1857 he bought a part of his present farm in the

same township, which he has increased to a tract

of one hundred and sixt}- acres, on which he now
makes his home.

In 18()0, however, Mr.Butzow abandoned farming

and went to St. Louis Mo., where he learned the

carpenter's trade, which he followed in that city

and in St. Clair County, 111., until his enlistment

for the late war. Donning the blue on the 2d of

March, 18fi2, he joined Company G, Twenty-fifth

Illinois Infantr\-, and served for three j'ears, being

mustered out on the 6th of March, 1865. He was

wounded m the battle of Peach Tree Creek before

Atlanta; while the Twenty-fifth was advancing as a

skirmish line on the rebel fortifications, a bullet

struck his watch and made a glancing shot, cutting

him quite badly. He also participated in the battle

of Perryville, Ky., and in numerous other engage-

ment s in which his regiment was engaged, being al-

ways found at his post of duty, ready to defend the

Old Flag under which he enlisted.

In the fall of 1865, Mr. Butzow returned to his

native land, and on the 24th of March, 1866, mar-

ried Miss Sophia Pfudcl, a native of IJerlin, Prussia.

With his bride he immediately returned to

America, and their home has since been in Iroquois

County. Their union has been blessed with seyen

children, and the famil}' circle yet remains un-

broken. Frank F., the -eldest, married K.-ity Euo
and resides in Loda, Iroquois County, being em-

ployed in the bank; Martha J. is engaged in

teaching in Watseka; Maiy L., Emma S., Otto L.,

Rudolph and Bertha are still under the parental

roof.

Mr. Butzow exercises his right of franciiise in

support of the Democratic parly, and has been

honored with a number of olHcial positions, the du-

ties of which lie discharged with promptness and

fidelity, thus winning the commendation of all

concerned. For seven years he filled the otiice

of Township Clerk, for three years was Road

.Supervisor, and in 1873 was elected County Clerk.

So well did he fill the office that he was re-elected

in 1«77. and again in 1882, holding the positon

m

altogether for thirteen j'ears, the longest period

one man luas ever held it. Socially, Mr. Butzow

is a member of the IMasonic fraternity, belonging

to the Lodge, Chapter of Watseka, and Commandery
of Kankakee. He also belongs to the Lodge and

Encampment of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and to Williams Post No. 25, G. A. R. He
and his familj' are memliers of the Lutheran

Church.

Mr. Butzow is a leading and infiiiential citizen

of Iroquois County, which fact is well indicated

by his long continued service in the office of

County Clerk, which also attests his personal

popularity.

\{i OIIN EDEN, a successful and well-known

merchant of Dan forth, has the honor of

being a native of Illinois. He was born at

Pekin, Tazewell County, on the 8th of De-

cember, 1856, and isa son of Reiumer Eden, whose

sketch appeai-s elsewhere in this volume. Our sub-

ject came with his parents to this county in 1868,

and grew to manhood here. He received the ad-

vantages of the common schools, but is almost

self-educated. By his powers of observation and

bj' reading he has accumulated a valuable fund of

information, and is one of the most intelligent

men of the community. He remained on the

home farm, engaged in assisting his father in the

labors thereof, until he had reached his majority.

He then decided to devote his energies to another

line of business, and, coming to Danforth, engaged

in clerking for about two years, thoroughly learn-

ing the details of mercantile life. He then formed

a partnership with Fred Kohl, and together they

purchased the store where they had been employed

as clerks, and embarked in business for themselves.

They first started business on a limited scale, .as

they had but a small stock and capital, which was

mostly borrowed money. From year to year they

added to their original stock, and have built up a

most extensive and lucrative trade. In Februaiy,

1892, Mr. Eden purchased his partner's interest

and succeeded to the whole business. He has a
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large double store, and carries an extensive stock

of general merchandise, comprising the latest nov-

elties, which are well selected.

In Danfortli, Mr. Eden married Miss Elizabeth

.lohnson, who was born in Fairbury.IU., and came

to this county with her father, .John O. Johnson,

when a child of but two years of age. Her father

is now retired, and makes his home in Dan forth.

The ceremony which united the destinies of Mr.

and Mrs. Eden was performed on the 4th of May,

1884, and they have become the parents of two

daughters, Cassie Aline and Cecelia E.

Mr. Eden has never aspired to official positions,

but has been elected to several local positions by

his friends who well knew his ability and fidelitj'.

He is a member of the Township Board and also of

the School Board. His right of franchise is used

in favor of the Democratic party, in whose success

he is much interested. Bj' his business enterprise

and thrift he has accumulated a comfortable for-

tune, and owns a well-established business. His

elegant home is the abode of hospitality, and he

and his estimable wife delight to entertain their

many friends. He is a man of superior busi-

ness capacity, and is known far and wide through-

out this section of the State as a successful and

enterprising business man.

"jll
OHN FAGAX, of Watseka, the pioneer har-

ness-maker of Iroquois County, settled in

Middleport, in the spring of 1849, and re-

moved to South Middleport, now Watseka,

when the railroad was being built through this place.

He was the first of his trade in old Middleport,

and at Watseka, and has carried on business contin-

uously since at the last-named point, which, in

fact, now includes the former town in its corpor-

ation limits. Mr. Fagan was born in Xenia, Ohio,

March 29, 1822. and is a son of William and Eliza-

beth (Dowell) Fagan. His parents were born in

what is now West Virginia, and removed at an

early day to Highland Count\', Ohio, and later to

Greene County, near Xenia, in the same State.

Tlipy subsequently came to Champaign County, 111.,

where they spent their last days. The mother died

in 1867, and the father the following j'ear.

The subject of this sketch was reared in his na-

tive State, received a common-school education,

and learned his trade in his native town. He be-

gan his apprenticeship there and served six years,

after which he engaged in business for himself.

In 1847, he removed to La Fayette, Ind., where he

worked as a journeyman for a 3'ear, and in 1840

came to Illinois. He spent a year working at his

trade in Danville, and in the spring of 184 9 came

to Iroquois County, where he opened the first

harness shop in the county at Middleport, as pre-

viously stated.

In the fall of 1852, Mr. Fagan was united in

marriage in Middleport with Miss Caroline Hogle,

a daughter of Capt. Henr\ W. and Charlotte

(Wells) Hogle. Mrs. Fagan was born in Henrvs-

ville. Province of Quebec, Canada, and came to

Middleport, 111., with her mother, August 11, 1849.

She died in 18.56, leaving two children: a son,

who died in childhood; and a daughter, Char-

lotte H., who is now the wife vt Robert Hayes, of

Lake View, Chicago. In the spring of 1859, Mr.

Fagan was again married, his second wife being Mrs.

.Julia A. Fenton, whose maiden name was Craw-

ford. She has one child, Dora, by her former

marriage. Mrs. Fagan was born in Coshocton

County, Ohio. Five children blessed their union,

but three are now deceased. Arthur died aged

twenty-three years; Wilda is the wife of J. T. Ford,

of Drumniond, Wis.; Albert died in childhood;

Asa B. married and lives in Chicago; and one died

in infancy.

In his political affiliation, Mr. Fagan was a

Whig in early life, but on the dissolution of that

party, became a Democrat, He has never sought

or desired public office. Mrs. Fagan owns a well-

improved farm of one hundred and twenty acres,

situated in Belmont Township. Mr. Fagan is

an Odd Fellow and was a charter member of

the old lodge of Middleport; and was also the

second Odd Fellow in the place. He is a Royal

Arch Mason, a member of AVatseka Lodge No.

446, A. F. & A. M., and of Watseka Chapter No.

114, R. A. M.

Mr. Fagan is one of the very few remaining
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pioneers of the deserted village of Middleport,

the ancient capital of Iroquois County. He has

witnessed tlie coming and going of many, and the

rise and fall of the fortunes of otiiers. The coun-

try, which was little better than a wilderness when

lie first saw it, is now well settled b^' a prosperous

and thrifty people. During all these years and

changes he Ilis maintained acquaintance and friend-

ship with many and enjoys, as he deserves, the

kindly regard and esteem of his old neighbors and

friends, and also of tiie newer coiners who have

learned to know him.

'
* 8^1 m.^.w i^ » •'

1^^ D. NOBLE, photographic artist of Watseka,

i(( ll
^''* born in Kankakee, 111., September 21,

^^^ IHfii), and is a son of Solomon and Susan 1).

(Williamson) Noble. His parents were natives of

Philadelphia, and came to Illinois in 1847. His

father died in June, 1882, and his mother is still

living, residing in Kankakee.

The subject of this sketch was reared in his na-

tive county, receiving his education in the com-

mon schools. In 1878, he began learning photog-

raphy in Kankakee, and the following year went

to Chicago, where he was employed in that line of

work at intervals for several years. In 1884, he

opened a gallery in Paxton, Ford County-, where

he carried on luisine.«s during the three 3'ears fol-

lowing. Prom there he went to Denver, Colo., and

was there employed in a large gallery for two

years. Then he returned East for a year and

afterward again went to Colorado. After spend-

ing another year in the West, he returned to Illi-

nois and opened his present gallery in Watseka,

June 20, 1891.

Mr. Noble was married in Paxton, 111., February

19, 1875, to Miss Tiieresa Palmer. The lady was

born on the banks of Lake Champlain in New York,

and is a daughter of Isaac H. Palmer, of Paxton'.

INIr. and Mrs. Noble have one child, a son, Lesley

Denver, who was born in Denver, Colo., April 5,

1888.

In politics, Jlr. Noble is a Democrat. Socially,

he is a member of Watseka Camp No. ;5;59, JI. W.

A. On coming to Watseka, the subject of this

sketch determined to have the finest photographic

gallery in Eastern Illinois, and to that end erected

a one-story brick building, especially adapted to

the Inisiness, the size being twenty-five feet front

by eight}- deep. The operating room is twenty-

five by thirty-five feet, while the facilities for

light are scientifically planned and complete in

arrangement. The front reception room is lighted

by large French plate-glass and is elegentl}- fur-

nished and decorated. Taken as a whole, the

Noble gallery is unsurpassed in any city in the

State, outside of Chicago, in its appointments and

most approved facilities for artistic work. Mr.

Noble does all kinds of work in his art in the most

modern style, including oil, pastel, crayon, and

work in water-colors, together with a new and

novel feature of photograph}' on silk and linen,

hatbands, etc., , wherein the picture comes out

strong and sharp. He does fine work in enlarging

from small and old pictures, and is recognized as

an expert in his line.

>^^i^ELSON CAVITT is now engaged in general

I jj farming and stock-raising on section 14,

li\,M: Kelmont Township. The history of his life

is the record of a self-made man, who has been de-

pendent upon his own resources since he attained

his majority, and by his own labors has achieved

success and gathered together a comfortable compe-

tence. He was born in Pike County, Ohio, Jan-

uary 19, 1819. His paternal grandparents were

both natives of Ireland, and during youth emi-

grated to this country. The}- became early set-

tlers of Ohio, and in the Buckeye State Robert

Cavitt, father of our subject, was born and reared.

After attaining to years of maturity he was joined

in wedlock with Miss Mary Daugherty, also a na-

tive of Ohio, and they spent tlieir entire lives upon

the old homestead. With the Methodist Church

they held membership and were highly respected

citizens. In politics, Mr. Cavitt was a supporter

of the Democratic party.
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During his boyhood Nelson Cavitt acquired his

education in a school which was conducted on the

subscription plan and convened in a little log

cabin with greased-paper windows, slab seats and

huge fireplace. He afterward attended a select

school for nine months, but tliougii his educa-

tional privileges were limited, he has become a

well-informed man through reading, experience

and observation. He earned his first money bj'

working as a farm hand at $9 and 811 per month,

and even in his younger years there -was little that

he did not know about farm labor, for he early

began work in the fields. At the age of twent}--

two he removed to Tippecanoe County, Ind., lo-

cating near La Fayette. This was in the spring

of 1841. He began work as a farm hand, but af-

terward engaged in farming in Fountain County,

Ind., where he made his home until 1864.

In that country Mr. Cavitt was married to Miss

Hester A. Brown, their union being celebrated

March 16, 1849. Unto them have been born the

following children: Mary, at home; Anna, who

is living in Watseka; Henrietta, wife of I). L.

Gi'eenman, of Watseka; George, who is married

and follows farming near Watseka; John F., an

agriculturist of Belmont Township; William T.,at

home; Charles O., who has lately entered the Nor-

mal College at Valparaiso, Ind.; and Frank O.,

who completes the family, is also at the Valparaiso

Normal College. The children were all provided

with good educational advantages, such as would

fit them for the practical duties of life and its re-

sponsibilities. Frank, who expects to Ijecome a

physician, was formerly a student in Hoopeston.

Mr. Cavitt cast his first Presidential vote for

William Henry Harrison, and was a Whig until

the dissolution of that party, when he joined the

i-anks of the new Republican party and has since

fought under its banner, supporting each Presi-

dential candidate since Fremont. His wife is a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and to

church and charitable work he contributes liber-

ally. He takes an active interest in all that per-

tains to the welfare of the community and is one

of its representative and influential citizens. On
coming to this county in 1864, he purchased one

hundred and two acres of land and now owns a

fine farm of one hundi-ed and eighty acres, while,

in connection with his sons, he also operates three

hundred acres additional. The boys also run a

threshing-machine in season. Mr. Cavitt carries

on general farming and stock-raising, and pros-

perity has rewarded his industrious efforts. He is

now one of the substantial citizens of the com-

munity, having a fine farm. Upon it is a good

house and large and well-built barns and out-

buildings, while its neat appearance indicates his

careful supervision.

i^l4'<'-5"J'r

UGENE P. L'HOTE, editor and proprietor

of the Milford Herald, was born in Mar-

shall, 111., on the 7th of May, 1862, and is

a son of Edward L'Hote. His father was born on

the island of Guadeloupe, in Point-a-Pitre, West

Indies, March 3, 1819, and his parents were Ed-

ward and Sophie (Maumay) L'Hote, the former a

native of Paris, and the latter of Bourdeaux,

France. Their family numbered three sons: Ed-

ward, Eugene and Arehille. In 1826, Edward

L'Hote, Sr., emigrated to America, locating in

New Orleans. He died at IMobile, Ala., in 1835.

His wife departed this lifi' in the Crescent Cit3-,

in 1837.

The year after his mother's death, Edward

L'Hote, .Ir., began to learn the printer's trade,

which he followed for fifty-one years, or until his

retirement from business in 1889. He began work

in the oflSce of the Chronicle, which was published

in what is now known as the Fourth District of

New Orleans. He was living in that citj' at the

time of the first issue of the Picayune, which was

established in 183.5. He worked on tliat paper

when tallow candles were used for lighting the

office, and dry-goods boxes were used for news

stands, and when the proprietors cooked their

own meals. The Picayune was published as a

daily, and the forms were inked with rubber balls,

which were dexterously distributed by bumping

them together and causing them to turn in every

direction until the ink was over eveiy part.

Our subject was a veteran of the Mexican War.
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During that struggle he enlisted as a member' of

the Second Louisiana Regiment, and served for

six months. After his return he came to Mar-

shall, 111., in 1849, and was married on the 29th of

November to Miss Cliarlotte Whaley, daughter of

William and Charlotte Whaley. There he -.vorked

at his trade for some time in the employ of

others. He afterward published a paper called the

Hornet, one of the first journals in the couutrj- to

advocate Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency.

After residing in Clark County for nearlj- thirty

years, Mr. L'Hote removed to Milford, and pur-

chased the Milford Herald, then published by J. R.

Fox. He continued it.s editor and proprietor from

1878 until 1889, putting it on a good paying

basis. He then sold out to his son, Eugene P.

Edward L'Hote is a member of Marshall Lodge

Xo. 133, A. F. & X. M., and of Chapter No. 70, R.

A. M., of Marshall. In politics he is a supporter

of the Republican principles, and his paper was

ever edited in the interests of that party. Since

selling his paper in 1889, he has lived a retired

life, enjoying a well-earned rest. Mr. L'Hote is

an intelligent and well-informed man, and is held

in the highest esteem by all who know iiim for iiis

sterling worth and integrity.

Eugene P. L'Hote, whose name heads this rec-

ord, came with his parents to Iroquois County,

and has since been a resident of Jlilford. From

boyhood he has been connected with the printing

business, which he learned in his father's office.

In 1886 he leased the Milford Herald, and after

publishing it for two years purchased it of his

fatlier, and has since conducted it alone. The

Herald is a bright, newsy sheet, publislied in the

interest of the Republican party. Our subject is a

ready and fluent writer, and keeps his paper up to

the high standard to which his father brought it.

The Herald is now well patronized, has a large

subscription list, and he is doing a profitable

business.

On the 24th of September, 188.'), Mr. L'Hote

wedded Miss Elda Fairman, daughter of John F.

and Mary E. (Park) Fairman, of Milford. Three

children grace their union: Lulu, born in April,

1886; Ra^', born in December, 1887; and Elda,

born in September, 1889. Our subject holds

membership with the Odd Fellows' lodge and the

Knights of Pythias Society, both of Milford. He

is a public-spirited and progressive citizen, who

does much for the advancement and upbuilding

of the town and county-, and by his fellow-towns-

men he is regarded as a man of sterling worth.

He is quite popular, has a wide acquaintance, and

his friends are manv.

-^>--=^^>^^^m

BRAM COUGHENOUR, a retired farmer

residing on section 27, Concord Town-

ship, is a well-known citizen of this com-

munitj-, and certainly deserves representa-

tion in the history of his adopted county, for he

is numbered among its earliest settlers, having for

more than half a century been connected with its

histor}'. A native of Gallia County, Ohio, lie was

born September 15, 1810, and is a son of John and

Susan (Darst) Coughenour, the former a native of

Pennsylvania, and the latter of Virginia. Wiien

John Coughenour w-as quite small his parents re-

moved to the Old Dominion. The paternal grand-

father of our subject was of German descent, and

died in Augusta County, Va. On attaining to

mature years his children all left that State. The

family numbered five sons and a daughter. Some

of them returned to Pennsylvania, and Christian

and John removed to Ohio. The sister started on

horseback from Virginia to the Buckeye State and

was never heard from again.

John Coughenour was twenty-one years of age

when he went to Gallia County, Ohio. He was

then in limited circumstances, but became a well-

to-do farmer. His wife died when our subject was

about ten }ears of age. Abram is the eldest of a

family of three sons and three daughters, but is

now the only surviving member. The father was

afterward again married and bad several children

by the second union.

Abram Coughenour remained under the par-

ental roof until he obtained his majoiity, and ac-

quired his education in the subscription schools.

On leaving home he went to La Fayette, Ind., and

from there to Huntington, where he worked on
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the Wabash & Erie Canal, helping to build the

second lock. In September, 1834, he went to Chi-

cago, where he worked on the piers at the mouth

of the river until the following December. He
saw the first house burn at that place and. helped

to put out the fire. Subsequently he returned to

La Fayette, Ind., where he began learning the car-

penter's trade, receiving a journeyman's wages

from the beginning, as he was always handy with

tools. Having made a short visit to his old home,

he came to Iroquois County, 111., in 1836, and for

several years afterward followed carpentering.

On May 31, 1837, Mr. Coughenour married Miss

Elizabeth Ann Williams, of Milford Township,

who was born in Ohio, March 1, 1821, and came

to this county with her parents during childhood.

Her father, Robert L. Williams, was a large land-

owner in Milford Township. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Coughenour were born thirteen children, eleven

of whom grew to mature years; nine were married

and seven are yet living. Marion, the eldest, died

in infancy; Celina J. is the wife of George W.
Enslin, of Sheldon; Franklin is represented else-

where in this work; Rosanna is the wife of Nelson

Waity, of Sheldon Township: Anna is the wife of

Jefferson Crozier, a resident of Sheldon, and unto

them have been born three children, two living

and one deceased; Nancy became the wife of

Irvin E. Crozier, and died in Cla}' County, Iowa,

leaving one child; Celestine is the wife of Luman

Sherman; Allen, who is married and lives with our

subject, has one child; Aiirelius is living in Clay

County, Iowa; and .Joseph R. completes the fam-

The farm on which Mr. Coughenour resides w.as

a claim which he purchased from his brother, who

had entered the land from the Government. He

built his residence and barn with his own hands,

and has here made his home since 1844. Every

improvement upon the place stands as a monu-

ment to his thrift .and enterprise. His possessions

have all been acquired through his own efforts,

and he may truly be called a self-made man. He
followed in the political footsteps of his father,

and in 1832 cast his first Presidential vote for

Gen. .Jackson. Since that time he has been a

warm advocate of the Democracy, and his sons

support the same party. He has filled the ofHce

of Justice of the Peace, was School Director for

about twenty jears, and School Trustee for nine

years. The cause of education has ever found in

him a warm friend, and he has done much for the

advancement of the schools in this community.

Mr. Coughenour has been a great reader through-

out life, and has thus become well informed.

Mrs. Couglienour was called to her final rest June

19, 1890, and her remains were interred in the

Garfield Cemetery. Mr. Coughenour is now eighty-

two years old, and is an active old gentleman,

physically and mentally. Throughout the count}'

he has a wide acquaintance, and an honored, up-

right life has won him the confidence and esteem

of a large circle of friends and acquaintances.

His name is inseparably connected with thehistorj'

of the county, where for fifty-six j'ears he has

found a home. He has aided in its development,

borne his part in its upbuilding, and ever faith-

fully performed his duties of citizenship.

ON. CONRAD SECREST, M.D.,ofWatseka,

1^
the present State Senator from Iroquois

County, was born near Lexington, in

Davidson County, N. C, May 3, 1829.

His parents, Daniel and Elizabeth (Fontz) Secrest,

were also natives of that State. The father's fam-

ily were from Pennsj'lvania, and were of German

origin. Their settlement in the old Keystone

State antedates the War of the Revolution, and

members of the family- were participants in that

memorable struggle under Gen. Green. Daniel

Secrest removed with his family to Morgan County,

Ind., in 1832, and there engaged in farming. His

death occurred in 1841, when Conrad was but

twelve years old. The mother died two j-ears

later.

Left an orphan at fourteen, our subject received

his primary education in a frontier log school-

house, with its traditional puncheon floor, and slab

seats and desks, and where, instead of glass, oiled

paper was used to admit the light through an open-
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ing where a section of logs had been removed. He

was reared on a farm, and subsequent!}-, having

the advantage of better schools, fitted himself for

the position of tcaciier. In llarcli, 18.'j2, he came

to Iroquois County, 111., and began the study of

medicine under the direction of Drs. Fowler iV'

Blades, of Iro(iuois, soon afterward accompanying

those gentlemen to Middleport. There he engaged

as a clerk in a store, and pursued his studies at

night. In the fall of 185.3, he entered Rush Medi-

cal College, of Chicago, where he took a course of

lectures the following winter. In the summer of

1854, he began practice in Milford, and pursued

his profession at that place until tlie fall of 1858,

when he returned to Kush Medical College, and

nearly completed another course of lectures when

sickness called hira home. Subsequently he re-

turned, and received his degree of M. D. from the

same institution.

Dr. Secrest then returned to Milfurd, and was

engaged in practice and in the drug business

in that place until the fall of 1859, when he re-

moved to South Middleport, now Walseka, and

erected the first business house in that place, al-

though it was not the first finished and occupied.

In 1860, the Doctor became regularly established

in the drug business at South Middleport, and also

pursued the practice of his profession. About

1875, he purchased a tract of land near Watseka,

to which he has added bj^ subsequent purchases

until he now has a well-improved farm of four

hundred and fifty acres, lying adjacent to the

city on the southe.ast. Of this, one hundred and,

sixty acres are situated in the township of Middle-

port and the remainder in Belmont Townshij).

The Doctor's residence is on the street that forms

the dividing line between the farm and the city.

On the 20th of May, 1855, Dr. Secrest was

united in marriage in Milford. 111., with ^liss

Martha A. Cleaver. The lady was born in this

county in 1837, and is a daughter of David and

Louisa Cleaver. Her parents were (Quakers, and

were natives of Pennsylvania. They emigrated

first to Warren County, Ohio, and came to Iro-

quois County in 183.3, settling near what is now
Milford. In the family -were two sons and two

daughters. Mrs. Secrest and her sister Mary, now

the wife of S. B. Hamilton, of Monroe County,

Wis., are the only ones living. Joseph W., the

eldest son, died in the array. The mother of this

famil}' died in November, 1854, and the father in

January, 1856. The Doctor and his wife have

one child living, a son, Daniel C., who was born

June 10, 1860, and is now engaged in the United

States Revenue Service; he resides in Pekin, 111.

A daughter, Louisa, died in infancy.

In politics, Dr. Secrest is a Reinililican. At

various times he has filled local offices, and in 1876

was elected Representative to the Sixteenth Gener-

al Assembly from Iroquois and Kankakee Counties,

and was re-elected in 1878. In 1880, he was elected

to the Illinois Senate from the same district. In

1884, he was succeeded by II. K. Wheeler, of Kanka-

kee, b}' a tacitly understood rule in the party that

the office of State Senator should alternate between

the two counties composing the district. In 1888,

Dr. Secrest was again elected to the Senate, and is

the present member. He has served four years as

Representative, and at the close of the present

term will have been eight .years in the Senate. He

has been a faithful and useful membei' in each of

those bodies and has served in several inipoitant

committees. In the four regular sessions of the

Senate, he has been Chairman of the Committee on

Approiiriations, which has the consideration and

recommendation of appropriations aggregating be-

tween seven and a-half and eight and a-half mill-

ions of dollars annually. ' The position to which

he was appointed was one of great responsibilit}'

and importance, and his faithful and able discharge

of the duties devolving upon him justified the

compliment paid him in the selection.

Dr. Secrest is a member of Iroquois Lodge No.

74, I.O. O. F., and of Iroquois Kncamprneut No.

81. The family attend the MethodistChurch. For

fort}- years, the Doctor has been a resident of Iro-

quois County. He has taken a more or less promi-

nent part in its business and political histor}-, aid-

ing materially in its growth and development.

By his upright and honorable course in all the re-

lations of life, he has won a strong hold upon the

respect, good-will and confidence of his fellow-

citizens. He is a plain, unassuming man, eijtirely

devoid of ostentation, but possessed of an earnest,
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rugged strength of character and honesty of pur-

pose that have led to a permanent popularity

among the solid, candid men of his district, regard-

less of political preferences.

• -S'^i^-^s^^JS-

^AMES PHILLIPS, who owns and operates

a farm on section 17, Crescent Township,

is a native of Ireland, his birth having oc-

'^J curred in County Kildare. April 13, 1834.

He is a son of George and Martha (Charless) Phil-

lips, both natives of Ireland. The father was a

farmer and spent his entire life in his native coun-

try. .James is the youngest of the farailj', which

consisted of three sons and four daughters, all of

whom grew to mature 3'ears, and with the excep-

tion of one son, are all still living. One sister is a

resident of La Salle County, 111.

Our subject grew to manhood, receiving good

school advantages, on the Emerald Isle. Deciding

to seek his fortune in the New World, in 1853 he

took passage at Liverpool in a sailing-vessel, and

for five weeks was on the bosom of the Atlantic

Ocean, during that time experiencing some very

severe weather. He arrived in the United States

in Maj^ and went direct to Illinois, joining his

brother-in-law, James Hall, in La Salle County.

He worked for him and others during the succeed-

ing four years in that neighborhood.

At the breaking out of the late war, Mr. Phil-

lips entered the service of his adopted country,

joining Col. Morrell's regiment, which was drilled

at home, in 1861. He was soon, however, discharged

on account of disability. On account of hishealth,

he next decided to return for a visit to the land

of his birth and the scenes of his youth. He there

spent three j'ears, and at the end of this time again

started from Liverpool, this time in a steam-ves-

sel, going to Portland, Me. He arrived in La

Salle County about the 1st of May, 1865, and dur-

ing the remainder of that year worked by the

month.

Mr. Phillips was united in marriage in that

county to Sarah Patterson, who, though of Scotch

parentage, was like him born and reared in Ire-

land. Their marriage was celebrated November

6, 1865. To this worthy couple were born four

children: George A. Phillips, a farmer of Iroquois

County; two daughters, Lizzie and Evalen, who
both reside at home; and an infant deceased.

The year after his marriage Mr. Phillips rented

a farm in La Salle County for a term of six j"ears.

This he ran until the spring of 1874, when, coming

to Iroquois County, he purchased a quarter-section

of raw prairie land. This he broke and fenced

and otherwise cultivated and improved. He now
has his place well tiled and in every waj' it shows

the care and labor he has expended upon it. He

and his estimable lady have passed through the

hardships incident to the early pioneers. The

latter has been an invalid much of the time.

Politically, Mr. Phillips was identified with the

Democratic party and cast his first vote for Ste-

phen A. Douglas. Later he affiliated with the

Prohibition party, supporting their nominees and

principles. He is a friend of education and is in

favor of good public schools. Anything which he

can do to forward the cause of education is done

b}' him, and for several years he has served as a

member of the School Board. He and bis wife

and daughters are members of the Congregational

Church at Crescent City. Mr. Phillips has been a

resident of Illinois for about thirty-six years, eigh-

teen years of which time he has been a resident of

Iroquois County, and during that period he has

helped to make the county what it is to-day, one

of the best in the State. He is well and favorably

known throughout this section, and is a man of

honor, integrity and enterprise.

(^ IVILLIAM R. BURKITT, a dealer and ship-

\/\j/l ^^^ '^^ ''^^' ^^^ straw in Pittwood, also

V^ one of the leading farmers of Martinton

Township, is a native of Virginia. He was born

in "Washington County on the 12th of March,

1845, and is a son of Simeon Burkitt. His father

was born and reared in North Carolina, and in the

State of his nativity married Axy Miller, also a

native of North Carolina. The father was a
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blacksmith by trade and followed that occupation

for a number of 3'ears prior to his removal to Vir-

ginia. In 1846, when our subject was a babe of a

j'ear, he removed with his family to Miami County',

Ohio, where he engaged in blacksmithing until

1855. That ^ear witnessed his emigration to Illi-

nois. Locating in Middlcport, Iroquois County,

he established a smithy and carried on business in

the line of his chosen trade for a number of years.

He is now living a retired life and makes his home

with his children in Watseka. His wife was

called to her final rest in August, 1885.

Tlie subject of this sketch is the sixth in order

of birth in a family of eleven children, nine of

whom are yet living: Esther, wife of Abraham

Mann, a resident of Darke County, Ohio; W. Troy,

who enlisted in tiie late war as a member of the

Ninety-third Ohio Infantry, and died in the ser-

vice of his country; James, a resident farmer of

Miami County, Ohio; America, wife of I. B. Dick-

erson, a resident of Pennsylvania; W. R., whose

name heads this sketch; Andrew, who is living in

Iroquois County; John, who makes his home in

Watseka; Mary, wife of William Burdick; Loroma,

wife of Lott Mote; and Jennie, wife of Dennis

Myers, of Kansas.

Mr. Burkitt, whose name heads this record, spent

about nine years of his boyhood in Ohio, and

when a lad of ten summers came with his parents

to this count}-, where he was reared to manhood.

His school privileges were quite limited and since

he has attained to years of maturity tlie greater

part of his education has been .acquired. In early

life he learned the blacksmith's trade in his

father's shop and after arriving at his majority he

followed farming and various other employments.

In 1881, he located in Pittwood and established a

bl.acksmith shop, carrying on business in that line

for a period of five years. In the meantime he

traded his farm for a stock of goods and embarked

in merchandising, to which business he devoted

his energies for two 3'ears, when he sold out. He
then purchased a hay-press and since that time has

been engaged quite extensively- in baling and
shipping hay and straw, shipping on an average

about two hundred car-loads annually. During

the past three years he has also been engaged in

farming. He owns two hundred and forty acres

of land three miles west of Pittwood, a v.aluable

farm which yields to him a good income.

On the 29th of April, 1874, in Watseka, Mr.

Burkitt was united in marriage with Miss Mary J.

IMcIntyre. The lady is a native of Ohio, but was

reared and educated in Watseka. Prior to her

marri.age she successfully engaged in te.aching.

She is a daughter of Robert Mclnt3-re, who was

born in the Buckej-e State on the 12th of June,

1823, and died November 24, 1873. He was lib-

erally educated and in earl}' life took up the stud.y

of law, becoming .an eminent mcmlier of and a

successful practitioner at the Iroquois Count}" Bar.

A man of pronounced ability and upright charac-

ter, his influence was felt far and wide. He was

charitable and benevolent almost to a fault, and

was universally esteemed, being truly called one

of Nature's noblemen, .\bout 1859 he emigrated

to Illinois from Mt. ^'ernon, Ohio, where he had

previously resided. This county was then just

being opened for settlement. Sir. Mclnt^-re lo-

cated in what was then known as Middleport, now
known as "Old Town," and served as Postmaster

at that place during Lincoln's administration. Mr.

Mclntyre was a great admirer of Lincoln and was

a stanch advocate of Republican principles and

did all in his power for the promotion and success

of that party. The mother of Mrs. Burkitt bore

the maiden name of Sarah J. Winterringer. She

was a native of Knox County, Ohio, born .January

10, 1830. Her death occurred .September 2, 1872.

Of the Presbj-terian Church she was a faithful

member. In the Mclntyre famih' were nine chil-

dren, five sons and four daughters, of whom five

are living at this writing, in the winter of 1892-93,

namel}-: John, a professor of music residing in

Kansas; Mary J., wife of our subject; Nanie, wife

of Taylor Channel, who resides in this county;

George, who is living in Pittwood, 111., and carries

on business in connection with Mr. Burkitt; and

Fannie, wife of C. Reynolds, a resident farmer of

Iroquois County.

Mrs. Burkitt 's maidenhood days were spent in

AVatseka. She acquired an excellent education in

the graded schools of '"Old Town,'" and became

one of the county's brightest and most successful
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teachers. She is a lady of pleasing address, pos-

sesses many excellencies of character, and to her

husband has proved a valuable helpmate. Her

home is the abode of hospitality. By the union

of Mr. and Mrs. Burkitt have been born two chil-

dren, Winnefred and Lolo, but the. latter died at

the age of two years and seven months. The
former is now a student in Battle Creek College,

Battle Creek, Mich., where she is pursuing a class-

ical course. She is an excellent musician, has

been educated both in vocal and instrumental

music, and is a 3'oung lady of pronounced literary

taste.

Both ^Ir. aud Mrs. lUukilt are members of the

Seventh Da}' Adventist Church of Pittwood and

are highly respected citizens who hold an enviable

position in social circles. In politics, Mr. Burkitt

IS a Republican, but has never been an aspirant

for political preferment, desiring rather to devote

his entire time to liis business interests, in which

he has met with excellent success. He commenced
life a poor man, empty-handed, but by his own
labor, enterprise and industry has accumulated a

valuable farm and good home. He is now recog-

nized as one of the substantial citizens of the

county. Almost his entire life has been passed in

this locality, and his honorable, upright career has

won him the confidence and esteem of all.

WILLIAM FLESIIER, a representative

farmer residing on section 20, Iroquois

Township, is one of the honored pioneers

of the count}', who for many years has witnessed

the growth and development of this part of the

State and aided in the upbuilding and progress of

the community in which he makes his home. A
native of Ohio, he was born in Meigs County, on

the Ohio River, .Tuly 14, 1829. His father, a Vir-

ginian by birth, was born in 1782, and his grand-

father, Henry Flesher, was a native of Germany,

Crossing the Atlantic, he became one of the early

settlers of Virginia. The Indians were still num-
erous in the neighborhood of his home, and on

one occasion he was shot bj' an Indian, Kisarm be-

ing shattered in the attack.

John Flesher, the father of our subject, was then

a lad of fourteen j'ears. He grew to manhood in

the State of liis nativity, and there married Sarah

Jackson, who was born in Virginia, but her father

was a native of New Jersey. After their marriage

the}' emigrated to the Buckeye State, settling in

Meigs County then an almost unbroken wilder-

ness. They located at the mouth of Oldtown

Creek, about ten miles above Pomeroy, where Mr.

Flesher improved and developed a farm and reared

his family. He there made his home until 1835,

when he came to Illinois and took up his residence

on Spring Creek, Iroquois Township. He was one

of the first settlers of that locality, the date of his

arrival being November 3. 1835. The work of j
civilization and progress seemed scarcely begun in

this community, the land was in its primitive con-

dition, and few improvements or settlements had

been made. The family suffered all the hardships

and privations of life on the frontier. They had

a long distance to go to market, and had to go
about fifty miles to mill. There were no roads

and they had to follow Indian trails, or trust to

their own memory to guide them on the return

journey. Mr. Flesher entered from the Govern-

ment about a-half section of land and opened up

a farm, upon which he made his home until his

death, which occurred in 1866. His wife departed

this life in 1855, and both were buried in Flesher

Cemetery, where a marble monument marks their

last resting-place. He was an old Jackson-Demo-

crat in political sentiment, but was never an as-

pirant for office. Mrs. Flesher was a member of

the Methodist Episcopal Church and a consistent

Christian lady.

Unto this worthy couple were born ten children,

the following of whom grew to maturity: Phrcbe,

now deceased. Stephen was married and died in

this county. He was a blacksmith by trade and

one of the pioneer workmen in that line in this

community. John, who was also married and reared

a family, is now deceased; Jacob has also passed

away; Jefferson resides in AVatseka; Henry died

in January, 1847, leaving a widow to mourn his

loss. The deceased members of the family are all
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buried in Flesher Cemetery with the exception of

llonry, wliose lemains were interred about tliree

milos from tliis place.

AVilliam Flesher, whose name heads this record,

was a lad of seven summers when he came with

his parents to this county, where he has since re-

sided. Amid tlie wild scenes of frontier life he

was reared to manhood, and he was early inured

to the liard labors of developing and improving a

new farm. lie remained with his father until his

deatli, and tlien look cliarge of the old homestead,

a part of which became liis through a deed given

liim by liis fatlier in 1852. He has followed farm-

ing tliroughout his entire life, and has been very

hueeessful. He owns two hundred and eighty-

seven acres of valuable land, under a high state of

cultivation and well improved, with a good resi-

dence and substantial outbuildings. He also owns

two line llowing wells, both near his home.

On the 26th of November, 1857,Mr. Flesher was

joined in wedlock with Mrs. Susanna Kepner, a

native of Tippecanoe County, Ind., and a daugh-

ter of Benjamin Parker. She was reared and first

married in Indiana. By her first marriage he had

one cliild, Alice, who is now the wife of George

Stup, of Iroquois County. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Flesher has been born a son, Allen, who married

Miss Sarah Curtis, and is now carrying on tlie

home farm. He and his wife have two cliildren.

Mr. and Mrs. Flesher also lost tliree children:

Emma became the wife of J. C. Pickens and died

in 1890, leaving three children, who areyetliving;

Maggie is also deceased; and Bennie died at tlie

age of twenty years.

Since bccomi|jg a voter, Mr. Hesher has been

identified with the Democratic part3', and is a

stalwart advocate of its principles. He cast his

first Presidential vote for Lewis Cass, and has al-

w.iys taken an interest in political affairs, but h.as

never been an aspirant for the honors or emolu-

ments of i)ublic office. However, he filled the of-

fice of Justice of the Peace for ten consecutive

years and then resigned. For the long period of

fifty-five years he has known no otiier liomc than

Iroquois County. As a public-spirited and pro-

gressive citizen lie has ever borne his part in the

development of the county, and has seen the

transformation which the rapid strides of progress

have made, until few landmarks of pioneer days

yet remain. He is a man of unblemished charac-

ter, and his upright life has won him the confi-

dence and respect of all, in which his estimable

wife also shares.

/^jHRISTIAN ZUMWALT, a self-made man

(( who is engaged in general farming on sec-

^^^' tion 21, Sheldon Township, was born on

the 8lli of September, 1824, in Lexington Ky., and

is the youngest in a family of eight children

whose parents were Philip and Leah (Powell) Zum-
walt, also natives of Kentucky. In 1833, when

our subject was a lad of nine years, the father re-

moved with his family to Indiana, locating in

Fountain County, where he spent his last da^'s,

but was not long permitted to enjoy his new home,

his death occurring in 1837.

No event of special importance occurred during

the boyhood of our subject, which was quietl}-

passed in the usual manner of farmer lads. He
remained at home until tvvent3'-one years of age

and tiien started out in life for himself, following

the occupation to which he was reared. Securing

land in Vermillion County, Ind., he engaged in

its cultivation for ten years, after which he came

to Illinois, in 1855, and cast in his lot with the

early settlers of Iroquois County. For more than

a third of a century he has now made his home
in this community. He began farming and pros-

perity has crowned his efforts until he is now the

owner of more than two hundred and forty acres

of finely improved farming land. All is under a

higli state of cultivation and tlie improvements

ui)on the jilaee stand ns monuiiients to his thrift

and enterprise.

Turning from the business to the home life of

Mr. Zumwalt, we learn that he was married, on the

18tli of February, 1846, to Miss Salinda Oder, who
has been his faithful comitanion and helpmate for

fortj'-six j-ears. The lady is a native of Illinois

and a daughter of Joseph Oder. Eight children

grace this union, of whom seven are now living.
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narael}-: Mary Jane, wife of J. R. Fox, a resident

of Chicago; Martlia Elizabeth, wife of L. Mitchell,

a resident farmer of Stockland Township; Sarah

Jane, wife of Dan Meeker, who is living in Mc
Lean County; Adelia, who married George Mar-

tin, a resident of Belmont Township; Charles, who
is living in McLean County; George, a resident of

Sheldon; and Frank at home.

Mr. Zumwalt is a supporter of the Republican

party but has never been an ofiice-seeker. The

only official positions he has held are in connection

with the schools and roads. Himself and wife are

faithful members of the Christian Church and

are highly respected citizens of the community,

who well deserve representation among the prom-

inent residents of Sheldon Township.

!l^^

f̂1 ESSE R. EASTBURN, one of the represen-

I I tative farmers and stock-raisers of the

,-^
I

county, now owns and operates two hundred
l^^^ and seventy acres of land on section 31,

Concord Township. As he is widely and favorably

known throughout this community, we feel assured

that this record of his life will prove of interest to

many of our readers. He was born in Adams

County, Ohio, on the 4th of November, 1824, and

is a son of Hezekiah and Ann (Black) Eastburn.

His grandfather, Jesse Eastburn, removed with his

family from Maryland to Adams County, Ohio,

when Hezekiah was a mere lad, and became one of

its jiioneer settlers. He there entered land and

made his home among the Indians for a number of

years. He was born about 1770, and his death oc-

curred at the ripe old age of seventy-seven in this

county. He came to Illinois about 18.36 and was

a pioneer of both Adams County, Oliio, and of

Iroquois Count3'.

Hezekiah Eastburn was born in Maryland in

1800, and died in 18.32, at the early age of thirty-

two j'ears, leaving five children, of whom our sub-

ject is second in order of birth. On the death of

his father, Jesse went to live with .an uncle near

La Fayette, Ind., and there resided from eight un-

til tweut^'-one j-ears of age. The common schools

afforded him his educational privileges. On at-

taining his majority he received forty acres of land

from his father's estate, and in after years lie pur-

ciiased the interest of the other heirs in the home

farm, so that he now owns all of the land which his

father originally purchased.

About three years after taking possession of this

farm, Mr. Eastburn was married, on the 6th of Sep-

tember, 1846, to Miss Tabitha Critchfield,of Con-

cord Township,who was born in Coshocton County,

Ohio. Two daughters graced the union: Anna,

now the wife of Thomas Shrimplin, a resident

farmer of Concord Township, whose sketch appears

elsewhere in this work, and Ellen, wife of Frank

Coughenour, of the same townsliip. The mother of

this family died on the 9th of November, 1854,

and on the 1st of May, 1856, Mr. Eastburn was

again married, his second union being with Miss

Margaret Howiy. The lady is a native of Indiana,

her birth having occurred near Rangeville. Her

father, Abraham Howry, was born in the year 1800.

By trade he was a tailor and followed that business

for some time. Wlien the discovery of gold oc-

curred in California, he determined to seek his for-

tune in that far Western country and made a trip

to the P.acific Slope. Soon after his return to his

home his death occurred. In liis political faith he

w.as a Democrat. The mother of Mrs. Eastburn

died when her daughter w.as quite a small child.

The Howry family numbered six children, but Mrs.

Eastburn is the only one now living. She was

educated in the public schools, and the da3'S of

her maidenhood were spent in Illinois, wliere she

was married. She is a member of the United

Brethren Church, which is located iftar her home.

By the union of our subject and his wife have been

born four children, but one is now deceased, Heze-

kiah, who died when a babe of a year; Sarah Jane,

the eldest living child, is now the wife of John

Johnson, a resident of Oklahoma, and they have a

family of two children; Mattie became the wife of

Albert Rosenberger and their union has also been

blessed with two children; Jessie R., the youngest

of the family, is still under the parental roof.

Mr. Eastburn votes the Democratic ticket. His

father and grandfather supported the same party

and his son is also an advocate of the Democracy,
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making four generations of Democrats. Our sub-

ject lias never been an offlce-seoker, but by his

friends was once compelled to accept the position

of .Supervisor. For twenty-five years he has been

connected with the Masonic fraternity, holding

meinhersliip with Lodge No. .506 in Iroquois.

Although he inherited a small farm from liis father,

he is virtually a self-made man; by his industry,

perseverance and good management, he has added

t CI his original farm and has become one of the

prosperous and substantial agriculturists of the

community'. His farm is well tiled and fenced and

improved with good buildings and the neat appear-

ance of the place indicates his tiirift and attests the

supervision of a careful manager. Mr. Eastburn

is a worthy representative of one of the honored

pioneer families of the county, and he himself has

been prominently identified with the history of

this community for many years, doing all in his

power to aid in its upbuilding and to promote

those enterprises calculated to prove of public

benefit.

1[/AC0B MADISON HARMAN. a highly re-

spected farmer of Stockland Township,

residing in Sheldon, was born in Randolph

County, Mo., on the .31st of December,

1841. His parents, Anthonj- and Sarah Ann (Tur-

ner) Harman. were natives of Mrginia and Ken-

tucky respectively. By their union were born two

children, our subject and Benjamin T., who died

in childhood. The mother was called to her final

rest September 10, 1844, passing away at their

liome in Missouri. After the death of his first

wife, Antliouy Harman married Mrs. Theodosia

Xewton, daughter of James Carver, and unto

them were born six children: Virginia E., who in

the fall of 1865 became the wife of Benjamin T.

Lee, a resident of Benton Count}-, by whom she

has three children. Oscar P. married Lina .Jones,

daughter of .John H. Jones, of Iroquois County,

and with their only child, l>eioy, make their home
in Milford. Jeremiah R. married Laura Schoon-

over, of AVaiTcn County, Ind.,bj' whom he has one

son, William, and the^^ reside in iMilford, 111.

Emma is the wife of John Hamilton, a resident of

Attica, Ind., and unto them have been born two

children, a daughter and son, Bessie and Harman.

Waldo L. was joined in wedlock with Ellen,

daughter of Wilson Coghill, and their home is now
in Warren County, Ind. John J. wedded Fran-

ces Wagner, daughter of Michael Wagner. They
too are residents of Warren County, Ind., and

their family numbers four children, one son and

three daughters. Pearl, Anna, Docia and Oscar P.

It was about 1839 that Anthony Harman went

to Missouri to tr}- his fortune. He resided in that

State for about a quarter of a century, and on the

1st of March, 1865, removed to Warren County,

Ind., where he still makes his home, engaged in

farming and stock-raising. He has followed agricul-

tural pursuits throughout nearly his entire life,

and is a highly respected citizen of his adopted

count}'.

Under the parental roof the subject of this

sketch was reared to manhood, but when a j'oung

man he left home, and in January, 1862, went to

Warren County, Ind., where he lived with his

uncle, Jacob Harman, until 1864. He then re-

turned to Randolph County, Mo., and was a resi-

dent of that locality until April, 1870, when he

removed to Benton County, Ind. A year was

spent in that place, and in 1871 he came to Iro-

quois County, where he has since made iiis home.

He located upon the farm that has since been his

place of abode, and turning his attention to agri-

cultural pursuits, has since been numbered among
the representative and progressive fanners of the

community. His landed possessions aggregate six

hundred and forty acres. He carries on general

farming, and engages quite extensively in stock-

dealing, making a specialty of the breeding of

SliorLhorn cattle. He possesses excellent butsiness

ability, and has won a well-deserved prosperity.

On the 27th of April, 1865, Mr. Harman was

united in the hoi}' bonds of matrimony with Miss

Emma Cox, daughter of Jacob and Casandria Cox,

of Paris, Monroe County, Mo. Four children

have been born of their union, and the family

circle yet remains unbroken. Jacob A., born
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March 7, 1866, married Miss Emma Flagg, daugh-

ter of Rufus Flagg. of Jlilford, and thej- liave a

little son, Harrison. Tliey are now residents of

Peoria, TIL, where Jacob is engaged in civil en-

gineering. Charles A., born .Jul}- 30, 1871, aids

his father in the cultivation of the home farm.

Ira C, born on the 6th of August, 1879, and .Joiin

J., born November 23, 1880, are attending school,

and are still under tlie parental roof.

Mr. Harman has led a busy and useful life, yet

aside from the attention he has given his business,

he has found time to devote to public interests.

He has lield the office of Commissioner of High-

ways in Stockland Township for the long period

of sixteen years, a fact which indicates his fidelity

to duty; and for one term served as Supervisor.

In politics he is a stalwart Republican, having

supported that party since casting liis first Presi-

dential vote for Abraham Lincoln. He is a strong

adlierent of its principles, and takes an active in-

terest in its success. He is ever found in tiie

front of all public enterprises calculated to pro-

mote the general welfare and advance the best in-

terests of the community. Mr. and Mrs. Harman

and their children are all members of the Christian

Church of Milford, in which he has held the office

of Deacon for a number of }-ears. He is a promi-

nent and popular man, having many warm friends

throughout the community, who esteem him

highly for liis sterling worth and strict integrity.

Socially, Mr. Harman is a member of Lodge No.

153, I. O. O. P., of Milford.

iiM-i-i-i-*-

ILI.IAM CROUCH, who is now living a re-

\ /-.//! tired life in Iroquois, was born near Cadiz,

the county seat of Harrison County,

Ohio, December 24, 1810, and is the fifth in order

of birth in a family of six children, and the onh-

one j-et living. The paternal grandfather of our

subject was a native of New Jersey. His father,

Robert Croucli, was born in AVashington County,

Pa., and, after attaining to mature years, was mar-

ried on the 10th of September, 179!), to Miss Sarah

Johnson, also a native of the Keystone Slate. Her

death occurred in Harrison Count}', Ohio, in 1813,

and our subject consequently remembers her but

slightly. Mr. Crouch was .again married, and by

the second union had six children. He was a farm-

er by occupation. On selling his land in Harrison

Comity, he removed to Jefferson County, Ohio,

where he purchased a farm and made his home
for a number of 3-ears. In the fall of 1836, he re-

moved to Coshocton County, where his death oc-

curred ten 3'ears later, in 1846.

Our subject accompanied his father on his re-

moval to Jefferson County, and with him went to

Coshocton County, where he became acquainted

with and married Miss Sarah Lyons, who was born

in Belmont County on the 8th of May, 1819.

When onlj' six j^ears of age, she was t.aken to

Coshocton County by her parents, John and

Nancy (Tiggart) Lyons. Her father died in that

county July 12, 1853, and his wife piissed away

on the 10th of July, 1851. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Crouch were born ten children, six of whom are

yet living. The eldest, John, is represented else-

where in this work; Mrs. JaneKarr still resides in

Coshocton County; Robert is living in Sheldon,

111.; William L., who resides with his parents, is a

widower, and lias one child; Mrs. Eveline Darling-

makes her home in Concord Township; and Hugh

is also living in Concord Townsliip.

After his marriage Mr. Crouch purchased eighty

acres of land, but a few years later sold that farm

and bought ninety-two acres in the same county,

which he owned upon his removal to Iroquois

County in 1878, where his children had all pre-

viously settled except his eldest daughter. He
owns good residence property in the village and

also a farm of ninety-two acres under a high stale

of cultivation and well improved with substantial

buildings, good orchard, etc.

IMr. Crouch cast his first Presidential vote for

the Whig candidate in 1832, and voted for Will-

iam Henry Harrison in 1840. In 1856, he sup-

ported John C. Fremont, in 1860 cast his ballot

for Lincoln and in 1864 for George B. McClel-

lan. Since that time he has been a Democrat.

In Oiiio he served as Trustee of his township, hut

has never been an office-seeker. For more than

half a centur}' himself and wife have been mem-
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hers of the Presbyterian Church, and for man^-

years he served as Elder in Ohio. They arc ben-

evolent people, whose lives have been full of

good deeds, and their manj- excellencies of char-

acter have won them the esteem and confidence of

ail. We feel assured that tlieir many friends will

leceive this record of their lives with interest.

\fj GUN S. SHELDON, wlio is engaged in the

l{ banking business in Loda, and Is also a

=^ I dealer in real estate and farm loans, well

'^Zf' deserves representation in this volume, for

he is one of the honored pioneers of tlie county.

The Sheldon family* located in the county more

than a third of a century ago, and our subject has

experienced many of the hardships and trials inci-

dent to life on the frontier. He was born in Ash-

tabula County, near Trumbull, Ohio, September

15, 1848, and is a son of John Austin and Esther M.
(Rogers) Sheldon. The i)arents were both natives

of New York, the father born near C'ooperstown,

and the mother near Malone, in Franklin County.

They became the parents of a family of eight chil-

dren, as follows: George Edward, John S., Fidelia

E., Laura H., Clara R., Ruth A., Fannie A., and

James H.

In January, 1858, John Austin .Sheldon, accom-

panied by his family, left Ohio and came to Illi-

nois, locating about seven miles west of Chebanse,

in Iroquois County, on a farm of four hundred

and eighty acres, where he resided for about four

years. He then removed to Clifton in 1862, and

purchased a farm, but sold it the same season.

The following year he purchased a tract of one

hundred and forty acres of land, a mile and a-half

west of Plato, where he made his home until called

to his final rest on Thanksgiving Day of 18()().

Ilis death resulted from injuries sustained by fall-

ing from a scaffold. Mrs. Sheldon is still living,

and makes her home among her children, spend-

ing a considerable portion of her time with her

son, John S., in Loda.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of nine

years when he came with his parents to this

33

county. The summer of 1858 lie herded cattle on

the prairies west of Chebanse, near Milks Grove,

and for many years continued to be thus em-

ployed. The family lived in true pioneer stj-le.

Mr. Sheldon has seen his father shoot wolves from

his bed-room window. The early educational ad-

vantages of our subject were very limited. He
would study his lessons while herding cattle, and

if he could drive the herd near enough to the

schoolhouse, be would go in and recite. In this

waj- he became familiar with the common English

branches, but by subsequent reading, observation

and business experience, he has become a well-in-

formed man. In 18G2. when his father removed

to Clifton, he took a herd of over three hundred

cattle, of which he had charge for five months.

The pen into which the cattle were yarded at

night was about a mile and a-half west of the de-

pot, and they were herded over a territory extend-

ing west seventeen miles, which was entirely des-

titute of improvement. We thus see that the

boyhood days of our subject were not devoted to

play, but b3- his early labors he developed a self-

reliance and force of character which have proved

of incalculable benefit to him in later years.

On tiie 15th of October, 1885, Mr. Sheldon

wedded Miss Phebe R. Hathaw.ay, daughter of

Paul S. and Mary (Benson) Hathaway, residents

of New Bedford, Mass. Three children grace

their union, two sons and a daughter: Phebe H.,

John S., Jr., and Paul S. They have a i)leasaut

and comfortable home in Loda, which is the abode

of hospitality.

On the 22d of August, 1878, Mr. Sheldon came

to Loda. The five preceding j'ears had been

spent in AVatseka, in the abstract office of C. F.

McNeill. When he came to Loda he entered the

employ of Hon. A. Goodell, who was engaged in

the banking, real-estate and loan business, and re-

mained in his employ until the 1st of January,

1887, wlicn he established business for himself in

the same line. He has been successful, and has

won a well-deserved competence. He owns some

good business blocks in Loda, in addition to the

building in which he is now doing business. He
built the first brick building in Loda, in company

with E. E. Slocum, one of the old settler.^ It was
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erected in 1887, and on the 28th of October, 1891,

was completely destroyed b\' fire, except the walls

and vault, but this did not cause Mv. Sheldon to

suspend business operations, except for about two

iiours, as he found his vault intact and bis papers

and moncj' in a good condition. He is a man of

indomitable will and perseverance, and whatever

he undertakes he carries forward to a successful

completion. In addition to his other property he

also owns a one hundred and sixty acre farm in

Indiana.

In politics, Mr. Sheldon is a Republican, an in-

flexible adherent of the principles of tiiat party.

He has served as Village Trustee and in other

public ofliees of trust, and is now School Treas-

urer. His public duties are ever discharged with

promptness and fidelity, and be is alike true to

every private trust. AVith the Congregational

Church he holds membership. Sociall3', he belongs

to Onarga Lodge No. 208, 1. O. 0. F., having been

a member for twenty-two years.

'^^^^ LVAN L. PEARCE, who owns one of the

(@/l)I | model farms of Concord Township, situ-

A' ated on section 6, is -one of the worthy

citizens that Indiana has furnislied this

county. He was born in Warren County, on the

9th of September, 1835. His grandfather, Thomas

Pearce. was a native of Fleming County. Ky., and

was one of the heroes of the Revolutionary War-

Andrew Pearce, the father of our subject, was a

native of Champaign County, Ohio, born in 1794.

He served in the War of 1812, and in recognition

of his services drew a pension and received a

land warrant, which he located in Prairie (ireen

Township, this county. He married Miss Melinda

Lewis, who was born and reared in the same local-

ity as her husband. Soon after their marriage

they removed to Indiana, where Mr. Pearce en-

gaged in farming. His death occurred in Warren

County, at the ripe old age of eighty-nine years.

Mine children were born of the first marriage,

si'ven of whom arc still Hying. After the mother's

death, Mr. Pearce was again married, and of the

second family there is one surviving child.

Our subject was the fifth in order of birth. He
was reared to manhood in the county of liis nativ-

ity, and in the district schools of the neighbor-

hood was educated. His mother died when he was

a lad of twelve years. On attaining his majority,

he started out in life for himself, operating a rented

farm. He was married soon afterward near At-

tica, Ind., to Miss Esther Armstrong, who was

born in Arkansas, but when she was a 3'ear old,

her parents returned to Indiana, and she grew to

womanhood in Warren County, on a farm adjoin-

ing that on which Mr. Pearce spent his boyhood

and youth. Their wedding was celebrated on the

27th of August, 1857.

In 1859 Mr. Pearce emigrated with his family

to this count\-, renting land near Milford, where

he resided until 1865, when he removed to his

present home, having purchased forty acres of

wild land at $15 per acre. LTpon it was a small

cabin, but in 1872 it was replaced by the present

substantial residence. His next purchase of land

was made in 1866, and consisted of forty acres at

§3.50 per acre. In 1869 he bought a similar tract

for §700; in 1871 he purchased forty acres at $20

per acre; in 1873 he bought sixty acres at *10; in

1875, sixty acres at $25 per acre; and in 1877 a

tract of eighty acres at $27. At his low estimate

his land is now worth $50 per acre, and his exten-

sive farm is one of the finest in the county. Upon

it are good fences, a fine bearing orchard, weU-

trimmed hedges, a windmill, the latest improved

machinery, all necessary buildings and all modern

accessories. The place seems complete in all its

appointments, and the owner is regarded as one of

the progressive and prosperous agriculturists of

the community.

Unto ilr. and jNIrs. Pearce have been born five

children, three of whom are now living. Fannie

died in this countj' at the age of fourteen, and

lies buried in Prairie Dell Cemetery; N. S., born

in Milford Township, September 8, 1862, was mar-

ried in Kensington, III., February 10, 1892, to

Miss Etta Barriball, and resides on the home

farm; Rosalie, born in Milford Township, February

5, 1865, became tiie wife of Charles Shaw, a farmer
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of Mai'tinton Township, December 17, 1890; Dee

died March 3, 1892, at the age of twenty j-ears,

and her remains were interred in Prairie Dell

Cemetery; Arthur, born November 30, 1872, is yet

at home. Mr. Pearce has given his cliildren good

educational advantages, thus fitting them for the

practical and responsible duties of life. Two have

been students in the Normal College of Valpa-

raiso, Ind.; and Arthur, who was theie graduated

in music, is now a teaciier of that art.

Mr. Pearce attained his majority a few days be-

fore the Presidential election of 1856, and east his

first vote for James Buchanan. He has since sup-

ported the Democratic party, except on one or

two occasions when he voted the Prohibition

ticket. AVith the exception of three years, he has

been School Director since coming to this countj^,

and was Supervisor for four terms. In 1888 he

was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who
died on the 15th of April, and was laid to rest in

Prairie Dell Cemeter>'. She was a consistent

member of the Christian Church, to which Mr.

Pearce and his children also belong. He has been

a member since 1872, is now serving as Elder,

and for three years has served as Superinteudent

of the Sundav-scliool. He is a charitable and

benevolent man, and a friend to all educational,

social and moral interests. The community finds

in him a valued citizen, public-spirited and pro-

gressive, and his sterling worth has won him a

large circle of friends.

ellARLES SHERMAN, an honored pioneer

of Iroquois County, now residing in Wat-

seka, located in Bunkum on the 10th of

JIa}-, 1843, and has since made his home in this

locality-. He has been prominently identified with

the earl}' history of the county in many wajs. He
was born in Weathersfield, Windsor C'ount}-, Vt.,

February 24, 1816, and comes of an old New Eng-
land family. His paternal grandfather, Samuel

Sherman, was a native of Connecticut. His father,

Samuel Sherman, Jr., was horn in Windsf)r County,

and thiouuhfiut the greater part of his life fol-

lowed the occupation of farming. He married

Abigail Squires, a native of the same county. Tier

death occurred in Vermont in December, 1856.

Mr. Sherman long survived his wife and died

while visiting in AVisconsin, at the age of seventy-

five years.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the us-

ual manner of farmer lads, and the common schools

afforded him his educational privileges. When
twenty years of age he bade good-bye to the

Green Mountain State and emigrated Westward,

locating in Milwaukee, Wis., on the 26th of Oc-

tober, 1836. After a year spent at that place he

removed to Chicago and was foreman on the

Canal for a year. He then engaged in the grocery

business at that place, and in 1839 he entered from

the Government half a section of land, upon

which the city of Evanston is now built. On
leaving Chicago, he removed to Bunkum, and, as

before stated, arrived in that place on the 10th of

May, 1843. Oi)ening a general store, he embarked

in merchandising, and to that business devoted his

energies for some time.

Mr. Sherman was there married on the 7th of

December, 1844, to Miss Nancy Iloyt, a native of

Butler Count}', Ohio, and a daughter of Ames
Hoyt. In 1837, she came to Iroquois County with

her parents, who are numbered among its earliest

settlers. They located near Bunkum and kept the

first hotel in that place. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sher-

man were born six children, three of whom are yet

living: Eva, wife of Judge Moses Euans, of Wat-

seka; Charles, who married Miss Eva Blue, and re-

sides on his father's farm of four hundred acres in

Belmont Township, this county; and Nellie, who

is at home. The other three died in childhood.

In politics, Mr. Sherman is identified with the

Democratic party. He continued to reside in

Bunkum until 1861, when he removed to Watseka

and became its first Mayor. He has also held

other official positions. He came to Iroquois

County a young man in \ery limited circum-

stances, but by good business ability, persever-

ance, enterprise and good management, he has ac-

quired a handsome competence, which now en-

ables him to live a retired life and rest in the en-

joyment of the fruits <if liis former toil. He owns
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considerable land, including four hundred acres in

Belmont Township and a valuable tract of sixt}--

five acres within the corporation limits of Wat-

seka. He is one of the honored pioneers of the

county, has witnessed its entire growth and has

aided in its development and upbuilding. His

friends throughout the community are many and

he is\heM in the highest esteem by all.

"\f|OHN L. CAVENEY, who is now living a

retired life on section 30, Iroquois Town-

ship, is one of the extensive land-owners

of the county. It is with pleasure that we

present to our readers the life record of the gen-

tleman whose name heads this sketch. He is one

of the pioneers of Illinois, and for nearly twent}'

years has been one of the enterprising and sub-

stantial farmers of this community. A native of

the Empire State, he was born in the city of Au-

burn November 24, 1820, and is the third in order

of birth in a family of three sons and two daugh-

ters. His fatlier, Lawrence Caveney, was a na-

tive of Ireland, and when a young man emi-

grated to the New AVorld. He married' Hopy

Treat, who was born in Connecticut and came of

one of the prominent early familes of that State.

After his marriage, Lawrence Caveney resided

four years in Auburn, and then removed to Mon-

roe County, N. Y., where he was engaged in farm-

ing. He there reared his family and spent the

remainder of his life. Both parents died in that

county. Of their children, Mary Ann grew to

mature years, but is now deceased; Charles T. died

in infancy; John L. is the next younger; Charles

IS a resident farmer of Monroe County, N. Y.; and

Celia is the widow of Reuben Mather and resides

in Michigan.

The subject of this sketch grew to man's estate

in Monroe County, N. Y., spending his youth

upon a farm. He iiad the advantage of a very

good common-school education, supplemented by

about a year's stud3' at the Brockport Institute.

lie then learned tlie carpenter's trade, and for a

few years followed tluit occupation m the East;

but believing the rapidly growing West furnished

better opportunities for young men, he emigrated

to Illinois in 1846, locating in Kendall County

where he engaged in carpenter work, wiiich he

carried on for about twenty years. During this

time, however, he purchased a tract of raw land

and opened up a farm, which he continued to

operate for some time. In 1858, he sold the farm,

and, removing to Iowa, purchased a tract of five

hundred acres of land in Marshall County, where

he spent two years. He then returned to Kendall

County, bought back the old farm, and there car-

ried on agricultural pursuits until 1874. That

year witnessed his arrival in Iroquois County and

saw him located on his present farm, where he

now resides. This place he had purchased, how-

ever, in 1869.

In Kendall County, 111., in 1849, Mr. Caveney

was united in marriage with Miss Esther C. Lin-

coln, a native of Chautauqua County, N. Y., who in

her girlhood came with her father, Jedediah Lin-

coln, one of the honored pioneers of Kendall

Count3'. Four children were born of this union

i

but the eldest, Charles A., died in his tliird j'ear;

Celia is the wife of Edward Haroun, who is en-

gaged in business in Watseka, and they have a

family of five children; Mary is the wife of Will-

iam Leonard, a resident of Washington; and Frank

is an enterprising farmer, who operates the old

homestead. He married Sophia MuUer, of this

county. He is a man of good education and

business ability, and he and his estimable wife are.

held in high esteem by their many friends through-

out the communit}'. The mother of this family

was called to h?r final rest in 1885. For thirty-

six years she was a true and faithful wife and

helpmate to her husband. She possessed many

noble traits of character, and her death was deeply

regretted bj* all who knew her.

On coming to this county, Mr. Caveney, in

connection with the home farm, purchased a half-

section of land on section 10, Ash Grove Town-

ship. He has both farms well tiled and improved

and under a high state of cultivation. His pos-

sessions aggregate five hundred acres of valuable

land, which yields to him a golden tribute in re-

turn for his care and cultivation. Upon the home
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farm is the residence, a pleasant and substantial

dwelling; the barns and outbuildings are models

of convenience, and he also has a good bearing

orchard. He commenced life for himself a poor

man, but has by his own industry', enterprise and

labor accumulated a large property, including two

valuable farms and a good home, and is now one

of the thrifty and substantial agriculturists of the

county.

Mr. Caveney cast his Qrst Presidential vote for

James K. Polk, and in earl^' life was a Jacksonian

Democrat, but has long been connected with the

Republican party, with which he now affiliates.

He has never been an aspirant for office, but has

held a number of official positions of honor and

trust. He is a friend to education and a firm be-

liever in the public-school system, and does all

in his power for the advancement of schools in the

community. For almost half a century- he has

been a resident of Illinois, and is widely and fav-

orably known in tliis and adjoining counties. He
has helped to make Iroquois County what it is

to-day, and ever bears his part in all public works.

He is a man of upright character and sterling

worth, who has won the confidence and respect of

all with whom he has been brought in contact.

g-*-^r?-

,^^ POTSWOOD AUGUSTINE WASIHNG-
^^^ TON, a lineal descendant of the great

(|\/_J|)
Washington family that gave to America

the greatest historic character in its annals,

was a pioneer lawyer of Iroquois Count}- and a

resident of Old Middleport in 1846, then the

county seat. The subject of this sketch was born

in Jefferson County, Va., on the 17th of July,

1811, and was a son of Bushrod, Jr., and Henri-

etta (Spotswood) Washington, who were also

natives of the Old Dominion. He was a grand-

son of Col. William Augustine Washington. The

last-named was the son of Lawrence, a half-

brother of Gen. George Washington.

Our subject was reared in his native State and

received a thorough classical education. At thir-

teen years of age, he entered the United States

Navy, where he served three years, and then re-

turned home, completing his education under

private tutors. He took up surveying, and fol-

lowed it for several vears. In 1837, he went to

the then Territory of Michigan, and in Kalama-

zoo, on the 1.5th of April, 1837, was united in

marriage with Miss Evaline Fletcher, a daughter of

Benjamin Fletcher. The lad^^ was born in Rom-
ney, Hampshire County, Va. Mr. Washington re-

mained in Michigan until 1843, engaged in sur-

veying and teaching school. He then removed

to Kankakee County, 111., to Bourbon nais Grove,

where he spent two j'cars, and then came to Iro-

quois County, settling at Middleport, then the

county seat. He had studied law while in Kan-

kakee County under James Fletcher, and was ad-

mitted to the Bar in 1848. He at once entered

upon the practice of this profession at Middle-

port, which he continued up to the time of the

breaking out of the late war.

True to the patriotic instincts of his fam-

ily, Mr. Washington enlisted in the War for

the Union. He is said to have been the first

enlisted soldier from Iroquois County. At that

lime, he was nearly fifty years of age, and his

hair was already turning graj-. In order to

avoid being rejected on account of age, he dyed

his hair and whiskere black. He entered the vol-

unteer service of the United States as a private

of Companj' I, Twentieth Illinois Infantry-, and

after eighteen months of active service he was

discharged on account of phj-sical disability. On
his return from the war, he went to Baltimore,

where he recovered his health, and then went

back to Illinois and helped to recruit the One
Hundred and Thirteenth Regiment, in which he

enlisted as a private, but was assigned to dutv as

Companj' Clerk. At the expiration of thir-

teen months, he received a final discharge on

account of ill-health. His death occurred August

26, 1865, resulting from the exposure and hard-

ships of army life.

Mr. Washington was a Democrat in politics,

and organized the Democratic party in Iroquois

County. In earlj' life he was Superintendent of

Schools. He was a member of the Ejiiscopal
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Church, the church to which his illustrious ances-

tors belonged in Colonial times. The private of-

ficial seal of Gen. George Washington, the one

that sealed the fate'of Maj. Andre, was devised in

the will of Gen. Washington to the eldest male heir

bearing the family name. It accordingly became

the i^roperty of Lawrence, half-brother of the

General, and by direct line of inheritance fell to

Col. William A., then to Bushrod, Jr., later to

Spotswood A., and is now the property of Bush-

rod D., of Chicago. On the face is inscribed the

motto, "Exitus acta proba" (the event justifies the

deed), encircled by a wreath, also a dove resting

on a coronet cut in wliite agate. During the

war Spotswood A. Washington, of this sketch,

made five thousand impressions of the seal in

wax, and presented them to the Ladies' Aid Society'

of Chicago, to be sold for the benefit of sick and

wounded soldiers in hospitals.

Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wash-

ington. Two died at birth, and four lived to

mature years. Bushrod AY., the eldest surviving

child, who was born September 20, 1841, married

Miss Martha McRae, of Macon, Ga., and resides in

Chicago, where he is a painter and decorator;

James F., who was born in Will County, 111., July

4, 1846, married Miss Caroline McRae, daughter

of Daniel M. McRae. The lady was born in New-

ton County, Mo. They have one child, a daugh-

ter, Ellen. James is a member of the Masonic

fraternit}-. Knights of Pj-thias and Independent

Order of Odd Fellows, and is a painter by tradt.

William, the youngest son, was born July 26,

1849, and married Louisa Hooker and they live in

Watseka. Estella, the j-oungest of the famil}-, was

born September 27, 1852, became the wife of

Delbert Kice and died February 18, 1892. The

two elder sons served in the war. Bushrod en-

listed in April, 1861, and served in the First Illi-

nois Light Artillerj-. He was in the service four

years and nineteen days, and was First Sergeant

when mustered out. James was a member of

Company B, One Hundred and Thirtj'-fourth Ill-

inois Infantry. He enlisted in Ma}', 1863, and

served one year.

Mis. Washington, who was a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, died December 28,

1877. Spotswood A. Washington was a Royal

Arch Mason, and joined that order in 1852. He
was a man of fine mental attainments, a great

linguist and a thorough scholar.

>t'^i^

AMES COLMAN, one of the highly re-

spected citizens of Ridgeland Township,

^j^^l I

residing on section 23, is a native of the

'f^fJ Pine Tree State. He was born in York

County on the 26th of April, 1815, in the same

house where his mother and grandmother were

born. He is a son of Enoch and Susan (Patton)

Colman, whose family numbered the following

children: Sarah; Mary; Lucy, twin sister of Mary,

now deceased; Anna, also deceased; James, whose

name heads this sketch; Susan, and Enoch, who is

living on the old homestead in Maine. The father

of this family was a carpenter by trade and fol-

lowed that occupation during the greater part of

his life. He died on the 12th of November, 1830.

His wife died in 1882, having reached the ad-

vanced age of eighty-six years. Both were mem-

bers of the Methodist Church and were highly

respected citizens.

James Colman was reared to manhood on his

father's farm in the State of his nativity and was

early inured to hard labor, in the da3"s when farm-

ing was mostly- done with the hoe. His educational

privileges were quite limited, but b}' subsequent

reading, experience and observation, he has become

a well-informed man. His libraiy is an extensive

one, containing works on history and the leading

theological works of the Baptist, Presbj'terian,

Congregational and Methodist Churches. After

his father's death, he took charge of the farm and

engaged in its operation until 1835, when he left

Maine and went to Lowell, Mass. He there worked

at the carpenter's trade during his residence of

about ten months. He then returned home,

where he remained until the following spring,-

when he went to Boston, Mass., where he was lo-

cated during the greater part of three years.

Again he worked at the carpenter's trade, and by

his industry, perseverance and economj' accumu-
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lat«d a small capital. This was in 1839. He Iheu

determined to attend tbe Maine Weslej-an .Semin-

ary, located at Kent's Hill, Me., the first institution

of learning of the Methodist Episcopal ChurcU in

that State. He there pursued his studies two

years, preparing himself for the ministry, after

which he became a local preacher. In 1841, he

left the Pine Tree State and started Westward,

traveling until he arrived at Greencastle, Ind.,

where he made a location. His worldly possessions

at that time consisted of ^16. He there began work-

ing at his trade of carpentering, which lie followed

for a time, and afterward attended Asbury, now

De Pauw, University for two terms. He then

joined the Conference, traveling up and down the

Wabash Kiver from Eugene to Clinton until 1847,

It was in that year that Mr. Colman came to

Illinois. He made- his first location in George-

town, near Danville, where he remained for one

and one-half 3'eais, working at his trade and

pre.iching. In 1850, he came to Iroquois Count}-,

locating in Pigeon Grove Township, where he pur-

chased forty acres of land upon the present site of

Cissna Park. He also entered a tract of fort\' acres

from the Government. A short time afterward,

he bought two hundred acres of Government land

in Ash Grove Township and made his home thereon

until the year 1855, when he joined again the trav-

eling connection under John Flowers, continuing

with the same for about six years. Having to

foreclose a mortgage on his farm in Ash Grove

Township, which he had sold on re-entering the

ministry, he returned to the farm and engaged in

its cultivation and development until 1872, when

he removed to Ridgeland Township, having pur-

chased one hundred and thirty acres of land on

section 23. Upon this farm he has since made his

home, and its neat appearance indicates his care-

ful supervision.

November 16, 1850, Mr. Colman was married

to Miss Deborah Ann Keatli, who was born in

Bourbon Count}-, Ky., April 17, 1826. She is a

daughter of the Rev. Joseph Keatli, a native of

Kentucky. He married Delilah Ca.se, of the same

State. In 1828, the\- emigrated to Indiana, where

his wife died in early life. He spent his Last davs

in Iroquois Count}", where he died in his eightieth

year. For more than fifty years he was a local min-

ister in the Methodist Eiiiscopal Church. The fol-

lowing children graced their union, but Joseph,

their first-born, died in infancy; Hannah E. and

Mary L. are also deceased; Martha A. is the wife

of T.E. McQueen; Sarah E. is successfully engaged

in school teaching; Susan is the wife of AVilliam

Iladley; James E. and Emily J. are both deceased.

In his political afBliations, ]Mr. Colman was a

Free-.soiler and an ultra-Abolitionist and is now a

Prohibitionist. He has long been an ardent advo-

cate of temperance principles and now supports

that party which embodies his views on tlie subject.

He was the organizer of the Methodist Episcopal

Church of Del Rey, and has ever been prominent

in church work, earnestly laboring in the Master's

vineyard for the upbuilding of His cause. His

honorable, upright life is well worthy of emulation

and has won him the confidence and the high es-

teem of many friends and acquaintaces throughout

the community.

M HARLES SHERMAN, Jic, a prominent

farmer of Belmont Township, residing on

section 25, has the honor of being a native of

this county. He was born in Bunkum on the 13th

of July, 1855, and is a son of Charles and Nancy

(White) Sherman, whose sketch will be found on

another page.

Our subject spent the first six years of his, life

in Bunkum, and then removed to Watseka vvith

his parents, where he was reared to manhood. His

education was acquired in the public schools and

in Woodstock County, Ontario, and he also took a

commercial course in Hamilton. His first business

venture was as a lumber dealer. He carried on

operations in that line in Sheldon for about three

years, after which he went to Kansas, in 1878, pur-

chased three hundred and twenty acres of land and

began farming. The year 1880 witnessed his return

to Illinois, when he settled upon his present farm,

comprising four hundred acres of valuable land.

It has now been his home for twelve years, and in

this period he has made it one of the model farms
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of the communit3\ The land is under a high state

of cultivation, and it is supplied with all necessary

improvements.

Mr. Sherman was married in Kansas, in 1879, to

Miss Eva Blue, a native of Iowa, and a daughter

of William and Clara Blue. Her father is now de-

ceased, but her mother yet resides in Kansas. One
child has been born to their union. Earl, born July

11, 1884. Mr. and Mrs. Sherman are prominent

citizens of the community, and in social circles

the}' rank high.

Socially, our subject is a member of the Odd Fel-

lows' Society of Woodland, and has filled all of its

offices. He cast his first Presidential vote for Sam-

uel J. Tilden, and has since been a stalwart su])-

porter of the principles of the Democratic party.

He takes an active part in all that tends to upbuild

Democracy and insure its success, and has many
times been a delegate to the county. Congressional

and State conventions. With the exception of the

two years spent in Kansas, Mr. Sherman has known
no other home than Iroquois County. He is a worthy

representative of an honored pioneer family, and

is himself numbered among the early settlers.

He is recognized as an intelligent, progressive and

enterprising young man, and with pleasure we pre-

sent to our readers his life record.

!^+^i

ILTON ANDERSON is a prominent and

influential citizen of Sheldon. A noted

historian has said that the history of a

countrj' is best told in the lives of its citi-

zens, and this is true, for they have been its builders.

Mr. Anderson of this sketch was born in Jefferson

County, Ind., March 23, 1838. His grandfather,

William G. Anderson, was born near Carlisle, Pa.,

in June, 1788, and married Anna Whittaker, who
was born at Ft. Du Quesne, now Pittsburg, January

30, 1787. The parents of our subject were Elijah

W. and Lucinda (Lott) Anderson. The father

was born in Shelby- Countj', K}'., in 1812, but was

mostly reared in Indiana and his education was ac-

quired in the common schools. He is a miller by

trade but has followed farming throughout much

of bis life. He now resides in Bloomington, 111.

In politics, he was an old-line Whig until the or-

ganization of the Republican party, wlien he

joined its ranks and has since upheld its banner.

With the Christian Church he holds membership.

The mother of our subject was a native of Kentucky

and died when her son was only three years of

age. She was a member of the Baptist Church.

Milton Anderson is the only survivor of a fam-

ily of four cliildren, three sons and a daughter. In

his early youth he attended the common schools

but is mostly self-educated. He remained in his

native State until fourteen years of age, when alone

he came to Illinois, locating in Bloomington in

1850. Since that time he has been dependent

upon his own resources, and whatever success he

has achieved in life is due entirely to his own
efforts. For a time he worked on the grades for

the Chicago & Alton and Illinois Central Rail-

roads, and remained in Bloomington until after

the breaking out of the late war. Responding to

the call for troops, he enlisted in 1861 in a com-

pany under Capt. McNulta, but as tlie quota was

full his company was not accepted.

As he could not go to the front, Mr. Anderson

went to Indianapolis and entered the employ of the

Bee Line Railroad Company as conductor, being

thus employed for a period of eight j'ears. His run

was between Indianapolis and Crestline. After

eight years' connection with that road, he was

changed to the Pan Handle, with which he remained

for the long period of sixteen j-ears one of the

faithful and trusted employes of the road, as his

long-continued service plainly indicates.

On the 1st of May, 1872, Mr. Anderson was

married to Miss Arminda J. Fleager, daughter of

Charles and Mary (Wetzell) Fleager. Her father,

a native of Pennsylvania, was born August 9,

1800, and died March 5, 1875. The mother was

born in the Keystone State, November 11, 1807,

and died March 15, 1866. Both were faithful

and consistent members of the Lutheran Church

and Mr. Fleager was one of its officers for the

long period of twenty-eight 3-ears. Unto this

worth}' couple were born thirteen children, but

onlj' two are now living: W. B. Fleager, who is

represented elsewhere in this volume; and ^Irs.
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Auderson, who was born in Carlisle, Pa., Septem-

ber 28, 1851. Unto our subject and his wife have

been born four children: Mary L., who is now pur-

suing a classical course of study in the North-

western University of Evanston, 111., from which

she expects to graduate in the Class of '95. She

is also quite proficient in instrumental music and

possesses considerable artistic talent. Helen is a

graduate of the Sheldon High School; Harry is a

member of the Sophomore Class in Sheldon; and

Bertha completes the family-.

In polities Mr. Anderson is a stalwart supporter

of the Republican party, with which he has been

identified since he cast his first Presidential vote

for Abraham Lincoln; however, he has never been

an otlice-seeker. Socially, he is a member of Dav}'

Crocket Camp No. 502, M. W. A., and of the Pat-

riotic Order of Sons of America of Sheldon. He

was instrumental in successfully establishing, in

1888, the Farmers' Co-operation Grain Association

of Sheldon. An elevator was built and prosperity

has since attended the enterprise. Mr. Anderson

is a large land-owner, his possessions aggregating

one hundred and sixty-six acres of good land near

Colfax, 111., five hundred and sixteen acres near

Kentland, Ind., and two hundred and forty-seven

in Humboldt County, Iowa, besides his beautiful

residence in Sheldon. Himself and wife are classed

among the prominent citizens of this community

and in social circles they hold an enviable posi-

tion. He is a self-made man whose example is

well worthj' of emulation.

,
OBERT GOODFELLOW is engaged in farra-

g on section 25, Papineau Township.

^MVi He is a native of Scotland, his birth hav-

'^^ ing occurred on the 8th of May, 1842, near

the city of Glasgow. He is a son of John Good-

fellow, who grew up and married in Scotland

Mary Gilchrist, who was reared in that countiy,

though a native of Ireland. The father emigrated

to Canada in 1843 and settled in Ontario. He
was one of the pioneers of the section in which he

located and had to clear and improve a farm in

what was practically a wilderness. There he lived

and reared his family and made his home until

1808. His widow is still living, residing witii a

daughter in Canada.

In their family were three sons and three daugh-

ters, all of whom lived to mature years. The eld-

est, David, is a prosperous farmer in Canada; Rob-

ert is next in order of birth; John also carries on

agricultural pursuits in Canada; Susanna is the

wife of Norman Curl, of Northern Michigan; Mary

is the wife of Andrew House, of Canada; and

Ellen Jane is the youngest of the family.

Robert Goodfellow passed his earl}' years on his

father's farm in the usual manner of farmer boys.

He received limited school advantages and is

mostly self-educated since arriving at manhood.

He came to this county in 18(50, arriving here in

March of that jear. He first started to work on a

farm, l)eing employed for several years by tlie

month.

Tn 1859, Mr. Goodfellow was married in New
York and came here with his young wife in 1860.

Four children grace their union : Estella is the wife

of Mr. Addas, of Denver, Colo.; Clara is the wife

of Charles Pierce, of this county; AVilliaui is mar-

ried and resides in Northern Blichigan; and Lloyd

also lives in Michigan. The mother of these chil-

dren died in February, 1871. On the 13th of

November, 1871, he was united in marriage with

Jane II. Bertram, who was born and reared in

Canada, a daughter of William Bertram. Unto

Mr. and ^Mrs. Goodfellow have been born four

children: Ida Jane, the wife of A. Passom, of Ne-

braska; Libbie E., who resides at home; Gracie,

who died at the age of four years; and one who died

in infancy. The father of Mrs. Goodfellow has

been for many years a prominent farmer in Canada.

He reared a family of eight children, as follows:

Wesley, of Ilarrowsmith, who conducts a carriage

manufactory in Ontario; George Henry, w-ho also

conducts a carriage manufactory; Jane H.; Emily,

wife of James Brown, of Keath, Ontario; Ada,wife

of Nelson Tatro, of Clifton, 111.; William D., a car-

riage manufacturer of Parham, Ontario; Elizabeth,

wife of Clatoii Wager, a Postmaster of Parham;

and Maggie, wife of Carson Barr, who also lives in

Parham. The mother of the family' is deceased.
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The subject of this sketch after coining to this

county rented a farm, which he operated for a few

years, and in 1867 purchased the land where he

now resides. This he has placed under a high state

of cultivation, and the marks of care and thriftare

evident on every hand. Mr. Goodfellow is iden-

tified with the Republican party, his first ballot

having been cast for Gen. Grant. He takes an

active part in all local affairs and has held a num-

ber of official positions to tlie satisfaction of all

concerned. He has served for twenty consecutive

years as Constable and proved most efficient and

trustworthj', as the fact of his being so often re-

elected to the position shows. He has also served

as a member of the County Board. Mr. Goodfel-

low has always given his hearty support to all

measures tending to the advancement of the best

interests of the public, and has always been a friend

to education. He has served as a member of the

School Board. He and his estimable wife are mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which

the}' give their interest and support. He is a

member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

and is the Noble Grand of Papineau Lodge. He
is well known in this communit}' and is much re-

spected as a man of strict integrity and honor.

Mr. and Mrs. Goodfellow are charitable and benev-

olent people and have opened their home to Owen
Stanley, a child of three and one-half years, whom
they adopted at the age of three months.

HESTER L. HART, proprietor of the Union

,
House, the leading hotel of Crescent City,

and one of the active and enter])rising bus-

iness men of this place, is a native of Vermont.

He was born in the Green Mountain State on the

loth of November, 1838. His father was also a

native of Vermont and there grew to manhood
and married Margaret Spears, who was born in

Pennsylvania. In 1843, when our subject was a

lad of only five summers, John Hart removed with

his family to Canada, settling near Belleville. He
was a shoe-maker by trade, but after locating in

Canada, he engaged in the mercantile business in

the Sixth Concession of Tyendinaga, where he

reared his family and spent the remainder of his

life. He passed away May 21, 1829, and his wife

had passed awaj' ere her husband's death.

We now take up the personal historj' of the

gentleman whose name heads this recoi'd. The

da3'S of his boyhood and youth were mostly passed

upon the farm, and in the common schools he ac-

quired his education. After attaining to years of

maturit}', he married on the 29th of June, 1857,

the lad}' of his choice being Miss Mary Jane Rut-

tan, a native of Canada, and a daughter of George

H. Ruttan, a substantial farmer. By the union of

our subject and his wife have been born two chil-

dren, a son and daughter: Harvey W. is now sta-

tion agent and telegraph operator in Texas. The

daughter, Mrs. Allie Peters, resides at home. She

has one son, Charles D.

After his marriage, Mr. Hart engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits in Canada, being thus employed

until 1869, when he came to the United States,

locating in Kankakee, 111. He there engaged in

farming for about six j'ears, after which he sold

his land and came to Iroquois County, making a

settlement in Iroquois Township. To the opera-

tion and development of his farm he successfully

devoted his energies until 1884, when he sold out

and purchased the hotel property in Crescent City.

Removing to this place, he has since been engaged

in the hotel business. He has greatly improved

his building, has erected an addition, and is pre-

pared to entertain the traveling public in first-

class style. The comfort of his guests receives due

attention, and by the excellent manner in which he

treats his customers and the facilities and conven-

iences he affords, he has won a liberal patronage.

Politicall}', Mr. Hart is identified with the Re-

publican party, with which he has voted since he

cast his first Presidential ballot for Gen. U. S.

Grant. He takes quite a prominent part in polit-

ical affairs, feels a warm interest in the success of

his party and in its growth, but has never been an

aspirant for office, preferring to devote his time ex-

clusively to his business interests. Himself and

wife are faithful members and prominent workers

in the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which he
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has been connected since eighteen j'ears of age.

He is one of its Trustees and Stewards and is a

liberal contribuler to its support. Socially, he is

connected with tlie Odd Fellows and is Past Grand

of Crescent City Lodge. Mine host of the Union

House is a pleasant, genial gentleman, and since

their residence in Iroquois County, both Mr. and

Mrs. Hart have made many warm friends by their

niaiiv sterlinsj (lualities.

\|'AMES M. calkin, a retired farmer, who

resides on section 20, Iroquois Township^

is one of the honored pioneers and en-

^ terprising and substantial agriculturists of

the county, whose name we wish to add to the

list of leading citizens herein given. A native

of the Empire State, he was born in Sullivan

County, on the 18th of January, 1813. The

Calkin famil}' is of AVelsh descent, and its mem-
bers were among the early and [)rominent settlers

of New York.

The grandfather of our subject, who was a na-

tive of Orange County, N. Y., became a large

land-owner and possessed several thousand acres.

He met death by accident, being drowned when

his son Moses, the father of our subject, was about

two 3'ears of age. The latter was born in Sulli-

van County, N. Y., May 8, 1785. Oliver Calkin

was a soldier and served throughout the Revo-

lutionar}' War, participating in the battle of Lack-

awaxen, on the Delaware River, where two of his

brothers-in-law were killed. Moses Calkin served

his country in the War of 1812. He was a man
of good education, and in his younger years fol-

lowed the profession of teaching. In the county

of his nativity he married Elizabeth Mitchell, who
was born and reared in Woodbuiy, Conn., and

was also a teacher in early life. Mr. Calkin suc-

ceeded to the old family homestead, and there

reared his family and spent the remainder of his

days, his death occurring on the old farm Febru-

ary 12, 1865. His wife passed away several ^years

previous, being called to her final rest April 20,

1846. Both parents were buried in the Presby-

terian Cemetery near the old home, where a mon-

ument has been erected to their memory. They

were both active members of the Presbyterian

Church and were liighly respected citizens.

Tlie subject of this sketch is the oldest of a

family of eight children, six of whom were teachers

in early life. The days of his boyhood and }-outli

were spent on his father's farm, where he re-

mained until after he had attained his majority.

The year 1836 witnessed his emigration to Illi-

nois. On the 11th of June he arrived in Chicago,

which was then a mere hamlet, and soon after-

ward located in Will County, settling on raw land

in Du Page Township, where he opened up a

I

farm. There he engaged in agricultural pursuits

for twenty-nine long years, with the exception of

a short time spent in the Far West. Attracted bj'

the discovery of gold in California, he went to

the Pacific Slope in the hope of making his for-

tune. He left his wife and four children, includ-

ing Ruth, who was then a baby in the cradle, and

on the 20th of March, 1850, started for tlie Eldo-

rado of the West. He arrived in Hangtown, a

mining place, on the 26th of July following, after

a long, tedious and perilous journey, during which

starvation threatened. There was also much danger

of being scalped by the Indians. Mr. Calkin walked

at least six hundred miles of the way in order to

lighten the load, which his team often found dif-

ficult to haul. He engaged in mining for about

two j-ears, and was fairlj' successful.

During the last year of his stay in California,

Mr. Calkin was President of a large mining com-

pany at Rosa's Bar, on the Yuba River, where

there were about two thousand miners employed.

During that year $3,000,000 of gold dust was

taken from the mines. Mr. Calkins left Rosa's

Bar on the 26th of July, 1852, and about three

weeks afterward the cholera broke out among tlie

miners at that place. Making his waj^ to San

Francisco, he there took a steamer to Panama, and

rode twenty miles across the Isthmus by rail, walk-

ing the remainder of the distance. At that time

fifty mules were used in carrjing the gold dust of

the miners across the Isthmus, and fifty more to

carry the mail. At Aspinwall, Mr. Calkin boarded

a steamer bound for New York. The vessel stopped
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at the island of Jamaica to take on coal and at

length dropped anchoi" in the harbor of New
York on the last day of August. Our subject ar-

rived home on the 27th of September, 1852, but

found that death had entered the household in his

absence and taken from It the fairest flower, his

daughter Julia.

After his return, Mr. Calkin turned his atten-

tion to farming, which he carried on in Will

County for some years longer, but in 1865 he came

to Iroquois County, purchasing the farm upon

which he has since resided. It is one of the oldest

farms of the county'—a valuable and well-improved

tract of land of two hundred acres. Many rods

of tiling have been placed upon it. The home is

a substantial and commodious residence, good

barns and outbuildings have been erected, a fine

orchard is numbered among the other extensive

improvements, and everything about the place

denotes thriffand prosperity.

On the 13th of May, 1838, in Cook County,

111., Mr. Calkin was joined in wedlock with Miss

Persis Fidelia Harris, a native of Massachusetts.

Her father, Shadrach Harris, was also a native of the

Bay State, and removed to New York when tlic

daughter was a child of four years. Unto our

subject and his wife have been born six children:

Mary is the wife of Robert C. Jarvis, a resident of

Texas: S. N., who for a number of years was a

prominent farmer of Iroquois County, is now
Superintendent of the Insane Asylum B'arm and

resides in Kankakee; Ruth is the wife of Sanford

Oldham, who is living in Blaine County, Neb.

Charles A. was married in Crescent City March

12, 1883, to Miss Jennie Stier, a native of Illinois.

Four children have been born unto them, a son

and three daughters. Charles A. has charge of

the home farm and the business connected with

it. He possesses excellent business ability, and the

neat appearance of the place indicates his careful

supervision. Mr. Jarvis, the son-in-law, and S.

N. Calkin were both boys in blue during the late

war. The family numbers twenty grandchildren

and four great-grandchildren.

In bis political atliliations, Mr. Calkin was for-

merly a Jackson-Democrat, and in 1860 he joined

the ranks of the Republican party, supporting

Lincoln. He was then identified with that party

for a number of years, but now affiliates with the

Prohibition party, being a warm advocate of the

cause of temperance and believing that that ques-

tion is of the most importance. His son, C. A.,

also votes the Prohibition ticket. Mr. Calkin was

elected and served for five years as Assessor of

his township, and also held other local offices.

Himself, wife and family are all active members

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he

has held a number of offices, and in which his

younger son is now serving as an official.

Viewed from a financial standpoint, tiie life of

Mr. Calkin has been successful. Industry and

enterprise are numbered among his chief charac-

teristics, and, as they are necessary qualifications

to success, they have brought him a well-deserved

prosperity. Upright and honorable in his deal-

ings, he has gained the confidence and good-will

of all with whom he has been brought in contact.

His life has indeed been well and worthily spent,

and after years of faithful service and labor he

is now enjoj'ing a well-earned rest.

•r^ =^

TTO EMIL ROSENBERGER, one of the

self-made men and enterprising citizens of

_ Iroquois County, is now doing business as

a grain and coal dealer in Woodland, and also

carries on farming. He was born in Saxony, Ger-

many, on the 28tii of November, 1840, and is a

son of Frederick and Dorothy (Seel) Rosenberger.

His father was born in the same localit}' as our

subject, and was a tile and brick maker. In 1864,

he came with his family to America and located in

Blue Island, Cook County, 111., whence he after-

ward came to Iroquois County. After I'esiding

upon a farm for a time, he went to Old Middle-

port, where he built a brewery in 1866, operating

it for some time. With his wife, he afterward re-

turned to his native land, and his death occurred

in 1870. His wife, who was born in 1798, died

at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. Both

were members of the Lutheran Church. They had

a family of five children: William, who crossed
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the Atlantic in 1854, and now resides in this

count.v; August, who came to the United States

in 1856, and is now living retired in Papiueau;

Ouenther, who came to this country in 1858, is a

farmer in Papineau; INFrs. Emma Treischcl,of Jlar-

tinton, Iroquois County; and Otto Emil, who com-

pletes the family.

In accordance with the laws of his native land,

n. our subject attended school between the ages of

six and fourteen years, after which he learned the

butcher's trade, and at the age of twentj' went

into the armj' as a member of the Eighth Infantry

Regiment, serving on garrison duty for two years

in the city of Weimar. He then embarked in

business for himself. In 1864, he bade good-bye

to home and friends and sailed for the New
World, and since that time has been identified

with the history of this community. He spent

one j-ear in the grain business in Papineau and

one upon a farm. In 1877, he came to Wood-

land, where he has since made his home, and for

about fifteen years has engaged in the grain and

coal business. He is now in partnership with

Judge Williams, and the firm is now enjoying a

large and constantly increasing patronage. In

connection with this business, our subject also

owns one hundred and sixty acres of land, which

3'ields to him a good income.

In July, 1864, in Martinton Township, Mr.

Rosenberger married Miss Amanda Roth, a native

of Germany. She came to this country in the

same vessel in which her husband sailed. Unto

them iiave been born six children, four sons and

two daughters, as follows: Agnes, now the wife

of Frank Wilson, of Woodland; Hattie, George,

Otto, William and Emil. all of whom are still under

the parental roof. All were born and reared in

this county and have been educated in both Eng-

lish and German.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Rosenberger are members of

the German Lutheran Church, and in his social re-

lations he is a member of the Modern Woodmen
and the Odd Fellows' society, in which he now
holds the office of Secretary. His first Presiden-

tial vote was cast for Horace Greele^', and since

that time he has supported the Democratic party.

He has never sought office, but has served as School

Director and Collector. Mr. Rosenberger is a man
of good business ability, and by enterprise, energy

and good business management he has won suc-

cess and is numbered among the substantial busi-

ness men of the community. He is a public-spirited

and progressive citizen, and to him is due in a

large measure the erection of the fine Town Hall

in Woodland. It was a fortunate day for him

when he determined to seek a home in this coun-

try. He need never have occasion to regret car-

rying out that resolution, for he h.as here met

with |)rosperity and his efforts have been blessed.

ARON GARRISON. Among the leading

and well-known farmers of Prairie Green

Township should be mentioned the gentle-

man whose name heads this record. He
now resides on section 10. A native of the Em-
pire vState, he was born in Greene County, on the

13th of March, 1838, and is the fourth in order of

birth in a family of nine children, five sons and

four daughters, of whom eight are yet living. His

parents were George W. and Mary (Hallock) Gar-

rison. The father was born in New York, July 11,

1811, and is still living in the State of his nativity,

at the advanced age of four-score and one years.

He is a farmer by occupation, and has followed

that business throughout his entire life. In politi-

cal sentiment he was formerly an old-line Whig,

and took an active part in the campaign of "Tip-

pecanoe and T3ler, too." On the organization of

the Republican party he joined its ranks, and has

since been a stalwart advocate of its principles.

He was a warm admirer of v^brahara Lincoln. For

over a quarter of a century he has held the office

of Justice of the Peace, and has proved himself a

competent official and a valued citizen. His wife

was a native of the Ke^'stone .State. .She was born

in 1813, and died in October, 1853, when our sub-

ject was a lad of fifteen years. She was a devout

Christian, who had the love and respect of all who
knew her.

The members of the Garrison family are C'aro-



734 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

lina, wife of Demas Judd, a farmer residing iu

Minnesota; James, a liorticulturist residing near

Red Lands, Cal.; Aaron of thissketeli; Morgan, who
follows farming iu New York; Monroe, who is now
living a retired life in Watseka; Julia, wife of

Solomon Brown, who is engaged in qurrrying

stone in New York; Henr}-, a successful physician

and surgeon resides in New York Cit}'; and Het-

tie, wife of Angelo Cole, who is engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits in New York.

We now take up the personal history of Mr.

Garrison, whose boyhood days were quietly passed

in the State of his nativity. His early education,

acquired in the common schools, was supplemented

by stud3- in Roxbury Academy of Roxbury, N. Y.,

where he prepared himself for teaching. He after-

ward followed that profession for five years in

his native State, throughout the winter season.

As a companion and helpmeet on life's journey he

chose Miss Rosanna Kelly, daughter of Ezekiel C.

and Jane (Brown) Kcllj'. Their union was cele-

brated on the 18th of October, 1862, and unto

them were born five children, four sons and a

daughter, of whom three are j'el living. Herman,

the eldest, is a young man of superior ability.

He was a student in the Weslej'an L'niversity of

Bloomington, and after pursuing a classical course

in De Fauw University, of Greencastle, Ind., was

graduated from that institution in tjie Class of

'92. He has thus fitted himself for teaching,

which profession he has already followed success-

fully in this county: Elbert aids his father in the

labors of the farm; W. Lloyd is the youngest. The
two children now deceased are Bertha, who died

at the age of fourteen years; and Wilson, who
died at tlie age of six years. Mrs. Garrison 's girl-

hood days were passed in New York, her native

State, where she was born March 4, 184.3. She

was the only child of her parents that grew to

mature years. Her education was acquired in the

public schools, and she became a successful teaciier.

In 1880, Mr. Garrison purchased eighty acres of

partially improved land, which he now has under

a high state of cultivation. It is one of the best

developed farms in the community, and in all its

appointments .>eems complete. In 181)2, IVIr. Gar-

rison erected a large barn, 28 x 38 feet, with an L,

24 X 26 feet. His present home also has been

erected since he located on the farm. He is a care-

ful and methodical business man, whose enterprise

and industry have won for him a comfortable

competence.

In his political affiliations, Mr. Garrison was

formerly a Republican, but in 1884 he joined the

ranks of the Prohibition party, which he has since

supported. The cause of education finds in him a

warm friend, and for four years he has served as

School Treasurer, being the present incumbent.

He does all in his power for the upbuilding of

temperance principles, and his aid is never with-

held from any worthy- enterprise calculated to

prove of public benefit. Himself and wife are

faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and earnest workers in the Master's vine-

yard. He has served as Steward and Trustee of

his church, has been Superintendent of the Sunday

school for four 3-ears, and while in New York

served in the same capacity for about sis succes-

sive years. His life has been abusj- and useful one,

and he is recognized as a valued citizen of the

community, having the high respect of all with

whom business or social relations have brought

him in contact.

^ OIIN BODY, a prominent farmer residing

on section 19, Belmont Township, is one of

the extensive land-owners of the county.

He is .also one of its representative citizens,

and is widely and favorably known throughout

its borders. His life record is as follows: He was

born March 11, 1826, in Fountain County, Ind.,

and is a son of Isaac Body. His father was born

in Mifflin County, Pa., and was in the war roll for

the War of 1812. He wedded Miss Mary Movers,

who was born in the samecountj', and their union

was there celebrated. About 1820 the3' emigrated

to Indiana, and in the midst of the forest Mr.

Body hewed out a farm near Covington. In 1836

he came to Illinois in wagons drawn by oxen, and

after renting hand for a time, purch.ased a farm of

forty acres on section 19, Belmont Township. In-
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dians were still in the neighborhood, all kinds of

wild game was plentiful, the land was in a primi-

tive condition, and the work of civilization and

progress seemed scarcely begun. He continued to

make his home in tiiis county until his death,

wliich occurred in Milford Township at the ad-

vanced age of ninety-five 3^ears. His wife passed

away previously, and both were buried in Body

Cemetery. They were among the honored pio-

neers of the county, and were highlj' respected

citizens.

In the Body family were nine children: Eliza-

beth, now deceased; Mrs. Susan Ross, who resides

in Milford; Catherine, wife of Judge S. AVilHams,

of Belmont; John, whose name heads this sketch;

George, who died in this county; Isaac, a resident

of AVhiteside County, who was killed in the Chats-

worth wreck; Mary Ann, wife of A. C. .Fohnson,

of AVoodland; Sarah, widow of Jediah Cobb, and

a resident of Belmont; and Louisa, wife of Isaac

Dixon, of Nebraska.

Our subject was a lad of ten years wlien with

his parents he came to this county. His educa-

tional advantages were limited, for the schools in

a pioneer settlement are generally very primitive.

School was held in a log cabin with slab seats, and

was conducted on the subscription plan, while the

teacher boarded around. His training at farm

work, however, was not meagre, for he early began

work in the fields, and was inured to the labors of

the farm. At the age of twenty-two, he began

life for himself bj- selling wheat at fifty cents per

bushel. He then entered fort}- acres of land at the

land office in Danville, for which he paid the Gov-
ernment price of $L25 per acre, and upon that

farm he has since made his home, although its

boundaries have been greatly enlarged. He now
owns seven hundred and eighty .icresof good land,

and the care and cultivation he bestows upon it

yield him a ready return in bounteous harvests.

Just before his removal to this farm, Mr. Body
w.as married, in September, 1848, in Old Middle-

port to Sarelda Phillips, a native of Ohio, who
with her parents came to Illinois. Unto them

have been born five children: Francis M., who
died at the age of twenty-three years; Isaac Leo-

nard and William II., both of whom are engaged

in farming in Crescent Township; Mary, deceased

wife of William Utter; and John, also an agricul-

turist of Crescent Township. All of the children

were born and reared on the homestead farm, and

were educated in the public schools. Frank also

attended school in Onarga and Ypsilanti and was

a successful teacher.

Mr. Body has been a supporter of the Demo-

cratic part}' since he attained his majority. His

residence in this county covers a period of fift}'-

six consecutive years, and few indeed are tliey who
have so long resided within its borders. He has

witnessed its entire growth and development, has

seen its wild lands transformed into beautiful

homes and farms, while towns and villages have

sprung up, and the work of progress has been car-

ried forward until hardly a landmark of pioneer

days yet remains. Mr. Bu6y h.as ever borne his

part in the upbuilding of the count}', and his name

'is inseparably connected with its history. He is

one of its prominent citizens, and well deserves

the high regard in which he is held.

m

"iflOHN WILLIAM ANDERSON, who is in-

terested in the Woodland Tile Works, was

born on the 9th of February, 1859, on a new

farm in Vermilion County, and is descended

from a family which was founded in this country

at an early day. His grandfatlier, William Ander-

son, removed from the North of Maryland to Ken-

tucky. He was one of the heroes of the Revolu-

tionary War. The father of our subject, J. C.

Anderson, was born in Kentucky in 1818, and at

the age of twelve years removed to AVarren County,

Ind., where he was reared to manliood amid the

wild scenes of frontier life. In Attica, that State,

he married Miss Charlotte Steele, a native of Ohio,

reared in Indiana. Mr. Anderson was a cabinet-

maker by trade, and followed that busine.ss in At-

tica. In 1854, he removed with his family to Nor-

folk, Vermilion County, III., where he engaged in

farming for ten years, and in 1864 came to Iro-

quois County. He settled in Belmont Township,

and purchased a farm of three hundred and twenty
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acres, which he placed under a high state of cul-

tivation, making it his liome until 1874. The fol-

lowing 3'ear he came to Woodland. In company

with Judge S. Williams he laid out this village,

donating the land for that purpose, and secured a

side-track to tlie place. With its business indus-

tries he has since been prominently identified. In

1877, a saw and grist mill which he had built was

burned, and later he established a tile factory.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Anderson were born the fol-

lowing cliildren: Milton S., born in Indiana in

1842, is a Methodist Episcopal minister who was

educated in Ouarga,and is now Presiding Elder in

Spokane Falls, Wash.; Laura, who graduated from

Onarga Seminary and successfully engaged in teach-

ing in the public schools of Watseka, died in 1873;

Albert R. and IraB. both engaged in farming near

Spokane Falls, AVash.; Mary C. is the wife of Jacob

Cobb, a resident of Lorain, Ohio, emploj^ed on the

railroad; Arthur isat homo; Orrin, his twin brother,

was killed in 1874; John William, whose name

heads this record, completes the family.

Our subject was only about five years old when

his parents came to this county. His early boyhood

days were spent upon the home farm, and at the

age of sixteen he can:ie to Woodland. He first

worked in a saw and grist mill, and is now interested

in the tile factory which was established in 1882 by

himself and father. They began operations on a

small scale, but have increased their facilities to

meet the growing demand, and now have a large

factory, the capacity of which is about two mill-

ion bricks and eight hundred thousand tiles an-

nually. They have a large trade, and well deserve

their liberal patronage. Mr. Anderson also owns

and operates six hundred acres of fine farming land

adjoining Woodland.

It was in 1883, in Woodland, tiiat Mr. Ander-

son led to the marriage altar Miss Mary Belle AYar-

ren, a native of this county, and a daughter of

William Warren, one of the early settlers. Four

children grace their union, three sons and a daugh-

ter: John W., Albert, Bessie and James.

The father of our subject was in early life an

Abolitionist. He was for some years identified

with the Whig party, and his first Presidential vote

was cast for William Henry Harrison. He is now a

stalwart Republican, and in this respect J. W. An-
derson has followed in his footsteps. lie has been

one of the prominent and influential workers of

the party, has served as delegate to the county

and senatorial conventions, and is a member of

the County Central Committee. He labors ear-

nestly to promote the growth and insure the success

of the part}'-, but has never been an ofl5ce-seeker.

Socially, he is connected with the Masonic fra-

ternit3- of Watseka. During his youth he received

no special educational advantages, but he possesses

an observing eye and retentive memory, and has

made himself a well-informed man. Keen and in-

telligent, he is a great reader, and in addition to

the study of general literature has for the past

two years been reading law and history. He is one

of the prominent citizens of the coramunit}', and

himself and father, who is now sevent^'-five j-ears

of age, are classed among the leading and progress-

ive business men.

'\f? ACOB YEAGLEY, a prosperous farmer, who
resides on section 11, Concord Township,

^^ is a native of the Keystone State. He was

^^^ born on the 29th of October, 1827, in Leb-

anon County, Pa., and is a son of George and

Elizabeth (Shram) Yeagley. His parents were

both natives of Pennsylvania and were of Penn-

sylvania-Dutch ancestry, but the origin of the fam-

ily is lost. The father of our subject was a weaver

by trade and owned a small piece of land. He
never left the State of his nativity. His death oc-

curred in 1872.

Our subject acquired his education in the sub-

scription schools, but his advantages were very

limited. He was the third in a family of seven

children and at an early age began to earn his

own liveliiiood. At the age of seventeen j'ears, he

commenced to serve an apprenticeship to his uncle,

Adam Yeagley, serving for a term of two and a-half

years. The first year he received o\\\y his board, but

afterward got small wages. Hoping to better his

financial condition by a removal to the West, he
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started for Crawford County, Ohio, in 1847,

traveling on foot and canal a distance of over five

liundred miles. On reaching liis destination, he

liad only thirty cents in his pocket, and for a time

he lived on al)Out ten cents per day. Securing a

l)Osition as a farm-hand, he worked for two months

for 4i22, and then rented a farm, which he operated

on shares for two years. Afterward he again

worked as a farm-hand for ^15 per month, and

subsequently rented one hundi'cd and sixty acres

of laud for $100 per year. This he operated for

four years, but he lost about §1,600 through feed-

ing hogs, and thus had to keep on renting land for

about ten years longer.

Mr. Yeagley has been three times married. On
the 2d of November, 1854, he wedded Miss Cath-

erine Miller, of Whetstone Township, Crawford

County, Ohio. She died February 23, 1859, leav-

ing two children who are yet living: La Fayette, a

farmer and school teacher, now of Crawford

County, Ohio, is married and has three daughters.

He is a fi'iely educated man and has completed the

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Course, receiv-

ing his diploma. Alfred C. is married and follows

farming in Benton County, Ind. After the death

of his first wife, Mr. Yeagle}' was married in March,

1860, to Miss Elizabeth Starner, who died August

22, 1885. Unto them was born one son, Edwin,

who is now a farmer. He married, but his wife

died in 18JJ8, leaving one child. The lady who
now bears the name of Mrs. Yeagley was formerly

Mrs. Mary (Strickler) Moore. Slie was born in

Ivingsport, Sullivan County', E. Tenn., and is a

daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Gott) Strickler. Her

father was a native of Shenandoah County, A'a.,

and her mother of Washington Count3% E. Tenn.

At the age of seventeen years, she came to Iro-

quois County. Having acquired a good education,

she began teaching at the age of twenty years and

followed Miat profession for some seven years. On
the 28th of October, 1866, she became the wife of

Tiiomas Moore, who died in February, 1877. Two
cliildren were born unto them but both died in in-

fancy. The marriage of our subject and his wife

was celebrated June 10, 1886.

In 1881, Mr. Yeagley sold his Ohio farm of one

hundiod .ind sixty acres at $72 per acre and

34

bought his present farm of two hundred and sixty-

seven acres at $35 per acre. It is now worth *65

per acre. This sale and purchase proved a [jrolit-

able investment, for land in Ohio has since de-

creased in value, while in Illinois it has increased.

Tiius Mr. Yeagley has made several thousand

dollars. He now owns an excellent farm, upon

which are tliree residences, two barns, and other

necessary outbuildings. The farm is well tiled and

its man^^ improvements and its neat appearance

indicate the thrift and enterprise of the owner

and his careful supervision. Although he started

out in life a poor boy, he has steadilv worked his

way upward until he is now numbered among the

substantial agriculturists of the county.,

JNIrs. Yeagley became a member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church at the early age of thirteen years

and has long been a faithful worker in Sunday-

school and church societies. Her kindly, benevol-

ent spirit has won her the love and esteem of all.

In early life, Mr. Yeagley was an old-line Whig

and cast his first Presidential vote for Zachary

Taylor. He voted for Gen. Fremont in 1856, and

has since been an inflexible adherent of the Re-

publican party and a warm advocate of its princi-

ples.

Srn^iENJAMIN F. HARTMAN, one of the lead-

L>:C ing business men of Iroquois, embarked in

f(®) T '''^ manufacture of tile and brick in 1888,

^^^ and has since carried on business in this

line. He bought out an old factory, but soon re-

built and put in more extensive works, making

improvements to the value of $10,000. The an-

nual production of the tile factory will amount to

four luMidred thousand tile ranging from the four

to fifteen-inch tile. He furnishes emiiloyment to

about eighteen men and the products of his man-

ufactory, being of the best qualitj^ find a ready

sale in the market. He receives a lil)eral jiatron-

age from the farmers of the surrounding cr)mnui-

nity, who find this business of gieat convenience

to them.

Mr, Ilartinan is a gentleman who does much for
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his employes, and has their entire confidence and

respect. His life record is as follows: A native of

Indiana, he was born in Jasper County on the

12th of May, 1855, and is a son of Charles O.

and Sarah E. (Haddox) Hartman. The Hartman

family is of C4ernian origin and are a long-lived

people. The i)atcrnal grandfatlier of our subject

reached the advanced age of ninet3'-nine years,

and died in Greene County, Ohio, where he en-

tered land in an early day, being among its first

settlers. Charles Hartman is a native of Harris-

burg, Pa. He married Miss Haddox, who was

born in Greene County, Ohio, and comes of an

old Virginian family. For thirty-five years he

successfully engaged in the practice of medicine,

and now resides in Perkins County, Neb., where

he is extensivel}' engaged in agricultural pursuits.

He is a well-educated man and speaks the German

language.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-

hood under the parental roof. Between the ages

of ten and seventeen years he resided upon a

farm, and then started out in life for himself,

working as a farm hand. He soon afterward be-

gan studying telegraphy in Francesville, Ind., and

at the age of nineteen came to Iroquois and took

charge of the railroad station at tliis place, filling

the position of agent and telegraph operator from

1874 until 1886. He then severed his connection

with the railroad company and began dealing in

agricultural implements, but after two years sold

out that business and began the manufacture of

tile and brick. He is a man of good business

abilit_y and by his own efforts has won a well-de-

served success, which has brought him a comfort-

able competence.

On the 7th of January, 1877, Mr. Hartman

wedded Miss Emma B. Frownfelter, one of Iro-

quois' fair daughters. She was born November

13, 1856, and her parents were Peter V. and

Mary E. (Peck) Frownfelter. Unto tliem liavc

been born five children, namely: Ernia Vera, Clyde,

Vaughn C, Mearl E. and Mar\' Blanche.

Mr. Hartman proudly cast his first Presidential

vote for R. B. Hayes in 1876, and has since been a

Republican. Although not an office-seeker, b3- the

solicitation of friends he has served as Alderman

and upon the School Board. He is a Knight

Templar Mason, a member of the Odd Fellows'

society and the Modern Woodmen, and has filled

various offices in those fraternities. Himself and

wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal

Church and are numbered among Iroquois' best

citizens, being widely- and favorably- known
throughout the community. In connection with

his manufactory, Mr. Hartman owns and operates

a one hundred and twenlv acre farm.

i^pf-EBBE H. EIMEN, one of the successful and

fff^^ prosperous business men of Danforth, was

^Vg^ born in Germany on the 10th of March?

1862. His father, Hei Eimen, and his mother,

Luke Eimen, were also natives of Germany, and

died there when our subject was a child. Tebbe

emigrated to the New World with his paternal

grandparents when a child of but five years. They
settled in Iroquois County, locating first in Dan-

forth Township. After the death of his grand-

parents, our subject went to live with a neighbor,

George Klottenberg, and was reared to manhood
under his roof. He received fair school advan-

tages and spent the most of his time in farm work.

When he had arrived at mature years, Mr. Eimen

engaged in agricultural pursuits for himself, and

was thus engaged for several years. In 1881, he

located in the village of Danforth, and there en-

gaged in the saloon business. He has been one of

the active business men of the village for the past

eleven j'ears. Mr. Eimen also owns a valuable

and well-improved farm not far from Danforth.

Our subject was joined in wedlock in this town-

ship on the 9th of June, 1884, to Miss Minnie

Schroeder, a native of Germany, who came to the

United States when a child and was educated and

grew to womanhood in Iroquois Count}'. She is

a daughter of Tobe Schroeder. By this marriage

have been born four children: Hei, Tobe, Luke

and Florence. These children are all receiving

the advantages of a good education, as their par-

ents are much interested in all educational mat-

ters.
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In liis political aftiliations, Mr. Eimen is a sup-

porter of the Democratic part^', but has never been

an aspirant foi' official positions. He is well and

favorably' known in this community and all speak

of his many good qualities and kind actions. His

many friends will be pleased to read this brief

sketch of his life.

[AMES F. MAGtJS, the efficient and popular

Postmaster of Iroquois, was born in Coshoc-

ton County, Ohio, on the 14th of March,

'^^^J 1833, and is a son of Joseph and I<>llen

(Stewart) Maggs. The father was born in Bristol,

England, and with his parents crossed the broad

Atlantic to America when about eight years of age,

the family settling in L^^coming County, Pa. He
was there reared to manhood and married Miss

Ellen Stewart, a native of that eountj'. Subse-

quently, they removed to Coshocton County, Ohio.

The father had learned the shoemaker's trade in

his youth but followed it very little after his emi-

gration to the Buckeye State. He there turned

his attention to farming, buying military land. He
went there in a very early day and experienced all

the hardships and privations of frontier life. He
had to go thirty miles to market and to mill. In

politics, he was an old-line Whig and was a strong

anti-slaver3' man. He lived to vote with the Re-

publican party and saw the beginning of the war

that was to wipe out slavery in this country. He
served his township as Assessor for many years

and was a prominent and influential citizen. He

was a zealous worker and Class-leader of the

Methodist Episcopal Church for many years and

his life was nobly spent. His death occurred in

Coshocton County, in February, 1862.

The subject of this sketch is one of a family of

twelve children, eleven of whom grew to matuie

years. They became widely scattered and he has

lost all knowledge of some of them. Mr. Maggs,

who was the seventh in order of birth, acquired

but a limited education as his sei vices were needed

upon the farm. He worked in the fields from an

early age until seventeen, when he began to learn

the baker's trade in the town of Roscoe, Ohio. He
served an apprenticeship of three years and was to

have his board, clothing and $50, but as his em-

ployer became bankrupt he never received the

money. Going to Columbus, Ohio, he there

worked as a journeyman baker for some time, and

in 1858 he went to Union County, where he was

employed until 1861.

On the first call for seventy-five thousand troops

to aid in crushing out the rebellion, Mr. Maggs

offered his services to his country. He was mus-

tered in on the 20th of April, 1861, as a member

of Company F, Thirteenth Ohio Iiifantiy, and was

at Camp Dennison until his time had expired. He
then returned home and again enlisted February

11, 1862, as one of the boys in blue in Company

F, Sixty-sixth Ohio Infantry, in which he served

until the 22d of July, 1865. The first battle in

which he participated was at Ft. Republic June 9,

and he sa3'S it was the most severe in which he

took part, nineteen men of his company being

killed. He was wounded in the left hand at that

battle but was not disabled for service. He parti-

cipated in the engagement at Cedar Mountain,

was in the second battle of 15ull Run, and was in

the hospital at Harewood, Washington City, D. C,

when his regiment was fighting at Antietam. He

there remained from August until December, 1862,

when he rejoined his regiment at Harper's Ferry,

\'a., and participated in the battles of Chancellors-

ville and Gettysburg. He was then sent to Chat-

tanooga under Gen. Hooker and took part in the

engagements at Lookout Mountain, Mission Hidge,

and was in ever}' battle from that time until after

the fall of Atlanta. He was with Gen. Sherman

on the celebrated march to the sea and from there

went to AVashington City, taking part in the Grand

Review at that place, after which he returned to

Louisville, Ky., where he washonorahly discliaigcd

on the 22d of July, 1864.

On the 18th of March, 1855, Mr. Maggs was

united in marriage, with Miss Catherine Nosker. a

native of Ohio, born April 13, 1833. Unto them

were born six children: John, born in Coshocton

County, Ohio; Ellen, born in Columbus, Ohio; Ida,

wife of William Lowe, of Kent, Ind.; Katie, wife

of E, G. Hamer, of Pullman, 111., who is a stationary
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engineer in the great Pullman works; Annie, wife

of Frank Darling, of Concord Township, who is an

agriculturist; and Lizzie, who died at about the

age of fifteen months. After his return from the

South, our subject began working as a journe^--

man baker in Union County, Ohio, where he re-

roained until 187L He then removed to Newton

County, Ind., where he resided until 1878, work-

ing at his trade. That year witnessed his arrival

in Iroquois County and he located in Concord

Township, just south of Iroquois River and near

the village of Iroquois, where he has a nice little

farm of about eighteen acres. In August, 1890,

he was appointed Postmaster and is now faithfully

discharging the duties of the office.

In politics, Mr. Maggs is a zealous and stalwart

Republican. He cast his first Presidential vote for

.Tolin C. Fremont in 1856, and has since supported

the Republican party. Socially, he is a member of

the Odd Fellows' society and of the Grand Armj-

of the Republic, and attended the National Re-

union in Columbus, Ohio. He now receives a

pension of $12 per month. He was a faithful and

valiant soldier during the late war, participated in

many of the most important engagements, and was

ever found at his post of duty, defending the Old

Flag which now so prouiUy floats over the united

Nation.

eHARLES CLASSEN, a prominent merchant

of Danforth, and one of the substantial

citizens of the township, was born in Taze-

well County, 111. His birth occurred in the town

of Pekin, October 15, 1858. His father, Herman

Classen, is a native of Germany, and was born in

Hanover, about the year 1827. He grew to man-

hood there, and was married to Talka Smitii, of

the same place. In 1852, with his family, he emi-

grated to the United States, and settled in Pekin,

111., where he engaged in teaming. After a time

he also carried on a farm near that cit}\ Later,

he embarked in the mercantile business, and in

1870 removed to Iroquois County. Here lie pur-

uliased a farm and devoted himself to agricultural

pursuits for many years. By his industry and

wise business investments, he accumulated a large

and valuable property, and now that he has retired

from active business, he has sufficient means to en-

able him to i)ass his remaining days surrounded by

the comforts of life. He possesses a number of

valuable farms, and has a good residence in Dan-

forth. P'or about ten or twelve years he has rested

from the arduous duties of life.

Charles Classen came with his parents to this

county in 1870. He received such an education

as could be obtained in the common schools, and

much of his ^-outh was spent in his father's store

and on his farm, engaged in the usual pursuits,

toils and pleasures of farmer boys. Before reach-

ing mature j-ears, he had acquired a good practical

knowledge of business, which has been of inesti-

mable value to him in later life. For several j'cars

he occupied a clerkship in a store, where he

learned the practical details of the business. He
first engaged in the mercantile line in Danforth.

This was in 1882, and he commenced business in a

limited way, as he had but small means and was

not able to purchase an extensive stock of goods.

He has built up a large trade, and has an estab-

lished business on a substantial basis. He carries

a large and well-selected assortment of general

merchandise, and has built a large and commo-

dious storeroom.

Mr. Classen was united in marriage in October,

1884, with Miss Anna Lotmann, of Danforth. She

was born in Woodford Count} , 111., and received

her education in Iroquois Count}'. She is a daugh-

ter of Henry Lotmann, who is deceased. Mr. and

Mrs. Classen are the parents of six children, four

sons and two daugliters. as follows: Herman,

Henry, Carl and William (twins). Anna and Tillie.

Since casting his first bfillot, Mr. Classen has

been a suiiporter of the Democratic part}'. He has

never been an aspirant forotfice in anv sense of the

term, and has ahvaj's given his whole time, inter-

est and attention to his business affairs. Mr. Clas-

sen and his wife were reared in the belief of the

Lutheran Church, but are not members of any

church organization. He is considered one of the

leading and substantial citizens of Danforth, and

has ever shown his interest in the prosperity and
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development of the town and surrounding county.

His voice is ever to be heard on the side of law

and order, and in wliatever is calculated to pro-

mote the community's welfare he always takes a

jironiinent and leading part. By liis straightfor-

ward and manly course in life he has won the re-

spect and friendship of all who know him, and is

considered to lie a man in whom his friends can

pl.-ice the fullest confidence.

Wi AMES H. ALDRICH, who carries on gen-

eral farming and stock-raising on section

16, Middleport Township, claims Js'ew York

as the State of his nativity. The place of

his birth is New Berlin, Chenango County, and

the date March 2, 1831. His fatiier, Adonn Aid-

rich, was a native of Rhode Island. He was twice

married, his first union being with Miss Rebecca

Millard, who was born in New York. They l)e-

came parents of two children, Alpheus and Re-

becca. The mother died, and later Mr. Aldrich

married Hannah Strickland, a native of Connecti-

cut. They became parents of five children: Sarah,

Mason, Almira, -lames H. and Mary, four of whom
are yet living. In an early day the family re-

moved to the Empire State. The father was a

Free-will Baptist minister, and was a highly-

respected citizen, whose many excellencies of char-

acter won for him warm regard. He was called to

the home beyond in \Si)3, and his wife, who sur-

vived him about twenty years, passed away in

1873.

Mr. Aldrich, whose name heads this record, was

reared to manhood upon his father's farm, and

acquired a good English education in the district

schools of tlic neighborhood, which he attended

during the winter season until nineteen years of

age. The following year he started out in life for

himself, earning his own livelihood for two years

by working as a farm hand by the month. On
tlie expiration of that period, having accumulated

a small capital by his industry, perseverance and

economy, he began farming for liimself, and some

years later he (lurchased a tr.act of land, upon

which he made his home until his emigration tf>

the West.

Ere leaving his native State, Mr. Aldrich was

united in marriage with Miss Clarissa J. Smith. The

lady is a daughter of Phineasand Sarah (Halstead)

Smith. Her father, a native of Vermont, was born

in 1804. To a limited extent, he attended the

primitive schools of the Green Mountain "State,

but was mostly self-educated. He was reared to

agricultural pursuits, and long followed the occu-

pation of farming. His death occurred in 1873.

His wife was a native of New York, born in On-

ondaga County on the 2d of October, 1810. Their

marn.ige was celebrated in 1829, and unto them

were born two children, a son and a daughter, but

Aurora B., the elder, died in infancy. Mrs. Smith

is still living, and is a well-preserved old lady,

whose eighty-two years rest lightl3- upon her. She

became a z-esident of Illinois in 1866, and now
makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Aldrich.

She is a devout member of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, and was an earnest worker in the

Sunday-school until increasing years caused her

to abandon that field of labor.

Mrs. Aldrich acquired her early education in

the common schools, and was afterward a student

in the academy at Fayettesville, N. Y. Among
the pupils of that institution was President Cleve-

land. Mr. and Mrs. Aldrich have now traveled

life's journey together for the long period of forty-

two years, and she has proved a faithful compan-

ion and helpmate to her husband. She is a mem-
ber of the Methodist Church, and the poor and

need3- find in her a friend. Their home has ever

been the abode of hospitalit}-, and its doors are

ever open for the reception of their man}- friends,

who are there sure to receive a hearty welcome

and cordial greeting. Four children have been

born of the union of our subject and his wife, a

son and three daughters: Alice, who is now the

wife of George Kennedy, a resident of Texas;

Maria, who was married to George Bui-gess, of

Kansas; Phineas, who was the only son, died in

1880; and Lillian is the wife of Frank Gates, a

farmer living in Middleport Township.

Mr. Aldrich continued to make his home in New
York until the spring of 1866, wlieu, iiaving
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severed all business relations in the East, he came to

Iroquois County, 111., and purchased eighty

acres of improved land on section 16, Middle-

port Township, tlie farm upon which he now re-

sides. He tliere made his home until 1870, when

he rented his land, and removed to Benton County,

Ind. He was there engaged in the dairy business

for a- period of three jears, after which he returned

to Iroquois County in 1873, and for almost twenty'

consecutive years he has made liis home continu-

ously upon his present farm. He is recognized as

one of the leading agriculturists of the com-

munitj', and the neat appearance of his place is

the cause of this well-deserved reputation.

Mr. Aldrich proudl}^ cast his first Presidential

vote in 1856, supporting Gen. John C. Fremont,

and since that time has been a stalwart Republi-

can, but has never been a politician in tlie sense

of office-seeking, preferring to devote his entire

time and attention to his business interests. He

is a member of the Methodist Church, and is a

man of sterling worth who, by his honorable, up-

right life, has won the high regard of all witli

whom he has been brought in contact.

4^

VjilLUAM WALLACE GRAY is a success-

/// ful and enterprising farmer residing on

i section 32, Chebanse Township. He was

born on the Isle of Wight on the 13th of Decem-

ber, 1824, and is a son of Isaac and Sarah (Haw-

kins) Gray, the former a native of the Isle of

Wight, and the latter of Portsmouth, England.

The father was a farmer by occupation, and with

his family emigrated to the New World in 1828.

He settled first in New York City, wiiere he re-

sided for about two years, and in 1830 went to

Ohio, joining a sister at Cadiz. In the spring of

1831 he went to Rush County, Ind., wtiere he

leased a . large farm and engaged in agricultural

pursuits for some six years. He came to Illinois

in the fall of 1837 and settled in Adams County,

which was then a wilderness. He bought prop-

erty and improved il and afterward added to his

original purchase until he had one hundred and

sixty acres. He made of the farm one of the most

fertile and improved in that section and there

reared his family. He is numbered among the

hardy and honored pioneers of Adams County,

where he continued to reside until his death, which

occurred in December, 1855. His wife survived

him several years and passed awa}" at the advanced

age of ninety-four years. Husband and wife are

buried side by side in Coatsburg Cemetery, where

a suitable monument marks their last resting-place.

Mrs. Gray was a member of the Presbyterian

Church, but after the deatli of her husband she

united with the Metliodist Episcopal Church.

AVilliam Gray is the fourth in order of birth in

a family of four sons and three daughters, who

grew to mature years: Richard is a farmer of

Adams County, where he is highly esteemed as an

enterprising and substantial agriculturist; Lavinia,

wife of Stephen Booth, a farmer of Adams County,

is now deceased; Caroline, widow of Bernard

Lynch, is a resident of Dul)uque, Iowa; Maria

was married to Joseph Elliott, and they are now
both deceased; Isaac N. is a resident of Oregon;

and George H., the 3'oungest of the famih', went

to California in 1849, in which State lie has since

resided. He is now a farmer and stock-raiser in

H3'desville, Humboldt Count}'.

The subject of this sketch came to Illinois when

a lad of thirteen years, and grew to manhood in

Adams County. He had but limited school ad-

vantages and is largeh' self-educated since arriv-

ing at mature years. He remained with his father

until reaching his majoritj-, and in 1844 went to

Wisconsin, where he was engaged as the foreman

of a smelting works. He was occupied in mining

there for three years.

On October 24, 1847, Mr. (iray led to the mar-

riage altar Electa M. Slayton, a native of the Em-

pire State, who was born in Genesee County, near

Cuba, March 24, 1824, where she was reared and

educated. She also lived in Chicago, where she

completed her education. She is a daughter of

John L. Slayton, of Utica, N. Y. Their family

numbers eiglit children: Isaac N. is the eldest;

Sarah M. is the wife of P. S. De Witt, of Martin-

ton, 111.; George H.; Anna C. is the wife of Alonzo

Hammond, of Kenipton, 111.; William; Owen L. is
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married and resides on the homestead with his

father; Alice C. is the wife of Cliarles Riley, a rail-

road agent at Decatur, Iowa; Ira L., who is engaged

in business in Kankakee, is the j-oungest. Three

of the sons are married, have good residences and

live upon the home farm. Mr. and Mrs. Gray and

also all of tiieir son* are members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church. Mr. Gray has been con-

nected with that organization since 1848, and has

always given liberally of his means to the support

of churches and other charitable and benevolent

purposes.

After his marriage, our subject returned to Adams
County, 111., where he engaged in farming for about

two years upon a rented place. He then pur-

chased a piece of wild prairie land, where he com-

menced to improve a farm. His first farm con-

sisted of an eighty-acre tract, and as his financial

reso\irces increased and success blessed his efforts,

he added to his original purchase an adjoining

eighty acres and afterward forty acres more, mak-

ing in all two hundred acres, all good land, which

was located fourteen miles east of (iuinc}\ Mr.

Gray farmed upon that place for a number of

years, built good substantial buildings and greatly

improved his property. In 1870, he sold out and

removed to Iroquois County, buying land in Che-

banse Township. He purchased seven hundred I

and twenty acres of improved and valuable land,

and has since erected a good residence, barns and

other buildings. He has done considerable tiling

and ditching and has one of the best improved

farms in thecount}-.

Since the organization of the Republican [)artv,

Mr. Gra}- has been a supporter of its principles

and nominees. He voted for John C. Fremont in

1856, and was formely an old-line Whig. He has

served in several official positions to the credit of

himself and to the satisfaction of his constituents.

He is a believer in and supporter of our present

system of education and public schools, and for

fort}^ years has been an etticient and trusted mem-
ber of the School Board. Nearly his entire life

has been spent in this State and he has aided in

every way possible in the development and pro-

gress of this section. He is well known in this

county as one of the enterprising, thorough and i

successful farmers of this county, and is a man of

unblemished record and upright character and

worth. He has been Steward and Class-leader in

the Methodist Episcopal Church forty-five years,

and has been a Delegate to the Annual Conference

of the Methodist Episcopal Church several times.

His son Ira is married to Miss Estella Rosencrans,

of Kankakee; Isaac N. married Miss Ella Kinney;

George H. married Miss Nellie Lamb; Willliam

mairied Miss Ada More; Owen L. married Miss

Luc.y Gregory.

1^^^^*

/^\ ORNELHiS WILMORE STICKNEY is ed-

(|l p itor and proprietor of the Sheldon Journal,

^^7 a weekly newspaper, Republican in politics,

and devoted to the interests of Sheldon and vicin-

ity. In size it is a seven-column quarto, and in

appearance it is typographically neat. Mr. Stick-

ne^' is a man of excellent newspaper ability, and

practically experienced in the business. As a

writer he is eas3' and graceful, and in the expres-

sion of opinions is fair and imi)artial. He has

done much to popularize his paper with the people

of Iroquois County, especially in that part of the

county in which Sheldon is located. The Journal

has reached a large circulation and the families

into whose homes it goes number many hun-

dreds. Its growth has been phenomenal under

Mr. Stickni!y's energetic management. It has ob-

tained its position in the newspaper world bj- shut-

ting out all objectionable advertising, or reading

matter of a questionable character, by attention to

local matters, and b3' taking high moral grounds on

all public questions. While the Journal is Repub-

lican in politics, it treats all with fairness, and

thus holds the esteem and respect of all political

parties. Thus it is at all times fit to enter the

family, and its patrons have no fear of anything

being admitted to its columns that cannot be read

aloud in the family circle. The Journal is doing

much to elevate the standard of country journal-

ism, and will receive its reward by a liberal pat-

ronage of the intelligent people of Iroquois

County.
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Cornelius W. Stlckney was the first male child

born in the village of East Bradford, Mass., which

is now known as Groveland. His birth occurred

on March 9, 1850. He is a direct descendant of

Samuel Stickney, who emigrated from England to

America in Colonial da3's and settled in Massachu-

setts. On the maternal side he also comes of an

old American family'.

The father of our subject, Leonard W. Stickney,

was born in the old Baj' State in 1821. In early

manhood he was married to Miss Susan J. Strceter,

a native of Portland, Me. When their son Cor-

nelius was a lad of five summers they emigrated

to Illinois, locating in Freeport, where Mr. Stick-

ney engaged in the shoe business, carrying on

both a wholesale and retail trade. In 1860 he

removed his stock to Denver, Colo., where he con-

tinued in the same business for about four years.

Then selling, he went to Virginia City, and after-

ward to Helena, Mont., where lie purchased a stock

of books and stationcrj', carried on a very lucra-

tive trade, and accumulated a line property. He
was quite prominent as a citizen, and was identi-

fied with many important enterprises of tliat

young and rapidly growing metropolis. How-
ever, misfortune finally overtook him, and one

night his store and its contents were totally de-

stroyed by fire. All the money which he could

gain was used to pay his creditors, with whom he

settled satisfactorily, paying one hundred cents

on the dollar. This, however, left him nothing.

He had been carrying an insurance of 826,000, hut

the great Chicago fire occurred eight days later,

and before he could prove his loss to the compan-

ies of that city in which he held policies, they

were broken up and he received only $1,600. When
his business was finally settled in Montana, Mr.

Stickney returned with his family to Illinois, lo-

cating near Normal. Soon afterward he was

stricken with paralysis, but this disabled him for

only a short time, and produced no effect upon

his bright and vigorous mind. He then engaged

in keeping hotel. His death occurred of apo-

plexy in Bloominglon, December 1, 1874, at the

age <?f fifty-two years. Mr. Sticknej' was a well-

educated and cultured man, and, possessing genial

qualities of heart and mind, drew around him a

large circle of friends, by whom he is held in

kindly remembrance. He was strictly honorable

and upright in all his dealings, and looked with

contempt upon a mean action.

Mrs. Stickney is still living and makes her home
in Blooraington, III. Her family numbered three

children, but Elias V. died in early manhood,

when twenty-one j-ears of age; Susie C. now re-

sides with her mother.

The subject of this sketch acquired a good edu-

cation in his youth, and at the age of sixteen

years went to Montana, where he joined his father,

assisting him in carrying on the business which he

followed in Helena. He has alwaj-s been fond of

books, has ever been an extensive reader, and in

earl}' life gave evidence of literary ability. Ilis

first newspaper woik was on the Helena Daily

Herald. He here evinced his fitness for newspaper

work, acquitting himself creditably. In 1871,

after his father's failure, he returned to Illinois

and engaged in various pursuits to assist himself

and his family.

Mr. Stickney was connected with the hotel

which his father had established in Bloomington,

and while there made the acquaintance of Miss

Juliet Frances Winsor, with whom he was united

in marriage October 28, 1875. The lady was born

near Atlanta, this State, June 9, 1853, and died at

Sheldon, tins State, March 3, 1892. She was the

daughter of Daniel and Annie R. (Brown) Winsor,

both of whom were natives of Rhode Island. Her

love of the Word of God, and her exemplary

Christian life, gave witness to the grace of God
upon her heart. An active member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church, the Woman's Foreign Mis-

sionary Society', and the Woman's Christian Tem-

perance I'nion, she evidenced her undoubted

piety. She was truly a home-maker; there her

character shone with every womanly charm and

virtue. She was also an excellent pianist and

fond of literature, and found much enjoyment in

her music and books. The funeral was held at

the Sheldon Methodist Episcopal Church March 5,

1892, after which the remains were conveyed to

the Sheldon cemetery and laid to rest until for

her the rosy dawn shall break over the tranquil

waves that caress the distant but beautiful shore.
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Mr. and Mis. C. W. Stickne\- beg.in their do-

mestic life in Bloomington. where they re-

mained for a year, and tlien removed to

Olney. III. Mr. Stiekney secured employment

on the Olney Daily Ledger, but after a year re-

turned to Bloomington and accepted the manage-

ment of the .St. Nicholas hotel.

It was ]\[r. Stiekney 's desire, however, to return

to newspaper work, and in 1878 he purchased the

Chenoa (III.) Gazette, conducting it* publication

until the fall of 1883. He then removed to Liv-

ingston County and established the Forrest Ram-
bler, which speedily became one of the leading Re-

publican papers of that county. Since August 1,

18;tl,he lias engaged in the publication of the

Sheldon Journal. He became identified with the

JIasonic fraternity in 1871, in which he has made

considerable advance, being in the Royal and Select

Master degree. He is an enthusiastic member of

the Republican party, to which he gives willing

and ready allegiance on all occasions, defending

its i)rinciples and voting for its nominees. He and

his family are active members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, of which they are worthy com-

municant.s.

Jlr. Stickney's family now includes but two

daughters: May Frances, born at Olney, 111., Mav
.31. 187G; and Lili.in Estelle, born at Chenoa, HI.,

September 16, 1880. His only son, Merl. died at

the age of eleven months.

I
ItlLLIAM H. CASSIDY, who carries on an

insurance business and also runs a livery

in Oilman, is a native of Ireland, where

he was born March 17, 1837, in County Donegal.

He is a son of .John and .J.ane (Chestnut) Cassidj-,

both of whom were natives of the same eountv.

They had a familv of nine sons, of whom eight

lived to be grown, and all of whom came to the

United States. The father followed the occupa-

tion of farming. Of the children, .Samuel, a grad-

uate of Dublin College, was the first to leave his

home and cross the broad Atlantic. He came

about 1846, and is now engaged in merchandising

on Staten Island. Some two years later his brother

John followed his example, coming to the United

States, and w.as yardmaster at Olney, 111., where

he was killed by the cars in the year 1859.

Richard and Thomas emigrated about 18.52, the

former residing at Crescent City, Iroquois County,

while the latter was in the mercantile business with

his eldest brother and died in New York City.

Our subject next left his native land, and his

brother Moses in 1862 did likewise, and is an

extensive farmer in Winnebago Count\-, 111. At

the close of the war, James and Ilenr^-, the re-

maining sons, came with their parents to the Xew
AVorld. James eng.iged in the mercantile business

in New York until the time of his death, while

Henrj' lived quite a number of years in Oilman,

following the insurance business, and has but lately

removed to Chicago. The parents later removed

to Winnebago Count\', where they both died at

the age of eightj'-five. They were members of

the Episcopal Church and among the worthy citi-

zens that Ireland has furnished to .\merica.

The subject of this sketch was reared on a farm

and his education was received in the common
schools of Ireland. He made the voyage across

the Atlantic in 1856, and in pursuit of fortune he

first sold Irish linens and notions from house to

house for a year. He then followed farming until

1860, when he entered his brother's store at De-

troit, Mich.

In the fall of the same year, when Mr. Cassidj''

went to Belvidere, 111., he there man led Sarah M.

Dawson, their marriage being celebrated on the

1st of December, 1860. .She was born in .Summit

County, Ohio, and reared to womanhood in Illi-

nois. Her parents came from England. After

their marriage, our subject and his wife settled in

Winnebago County, on a farm, where they lived

until 1866, at which time he bought one hundred

and sixty acres of land in what is now Danforth

Township. This he greatly improved and drained.

In 187a he removed to Oilman and has since been

in the insurance business. He purchased the liv-

er^' barn, which he still runs, in 1887. To Mr. and

Mrs. Cassidy were born four children: Jennie T.,

who carries on a stationery and book store, is the
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Assistant Postmaster at Gilman; Elmer married

Rosa Keller, and is engaged in the liver_y business

with his father; Alice C, a teacher of recognized

ability; and Minnie May, who died at the age of

six and a-half years.

Politically, Mr. Cassidy was a member of the

Republican party until 1884, since which time he

has been a Prohibitionist. He and his wife are

members of the Free-will Baptist Church, to which

they give their heart}' co-operation. Social 1}', he

is a Mason and Modern Woodman. By industry

and saving he has made a comfortable competence,

having commenced life without a dollar. During

his seventeen years of residence here he and his

estimable wife have made many friends and to

them their home is. most hospitably open. It is

with pleasure that we present this brief sketch of

one of Oilman's most worthy citizens, who though

a native of another land has always been most

loyal to his adopted country.

? UGU.ST WOCKENER, who carries on gen-

eral farming and stock-raising on section

/// I& 1, Middleport Township, is one of the

^fl worthy citizens tliat Germanj'^ has fur-

nished to this count}'. He was born in the Father-

land in December, 1840, .and is the eldest child of

August and Plondena Wockener. The death of

his mother occurred in 1868, but his father lived

to a ripe old age, passing away in 1886. Both

were members of the German Lutheran Church.

In their family our subject was followed by Carl,

who is still living in the Old Country; Lena, wife

of August Kirkman, a resident of Germany; and

Frederick, who crossed the Atlantic to America

and now makes his home in this country.

The boyhood days of our subject were quietly

passed under the parental roof. In accordance

with the laws of his native land, he attended school

between the ages of six and fourteen j'ears, after

which he learned the wagon makers' trade, follow-

ing that occupation until he came to America.

AVhen a young man, he determined to seek a home
in the New World, hoping thereby to improve his

financial condition. In 1868, he crossed the briny

deep, and landing in this countrj' made his way to

De Kalb County, 111., where he first located. There

he rented land and engaged in farming for two

years, after which he came to Iroquois Count}',

and for four years operated a rented farm in Ash-

kum Township. On the expiration of that period,

he came to Middleport Township and purchased

eighty acres of partially improved land, on section

20, and to the further development and cultiva-

tion of that tract he ''devoted his energies until

1885, when he purchased his present farm of two

hundred acres on section 1. He now engages in

general farming and stock-raising and his business

efforts are crowned with success.

In 1885, Mr. Wockener was joined in wedlock

with Miss Minnie Willett, and unto them has been

born a family of eight children, four sons and

four daughters, as follows: Ernest, Minnie, Lena,

August, Robert, Anna, Hattie and Herman. The
family circle has never been broken by the hand of

Death. Ernest and Minnie are married, the latter

having become the wife of Erick Swartz.

Mr. Wockener is a member of the German Luth-

eran Church, and in political sentiment is a Dem-
ocrat, having sujjported that party since he became

an American citizen. It was a fortunate day for

our subject when he determined to seek a home in

the United States, for here he has not only gained

prosperity, but h.as made many warm friends, ;ind

his life has been a pleasant, although busy one.

Industry and energy are numbered among his

chief characteristics, and as these are essential

qualities in success, he has acquired a comfortable

competence.

ellRISTOPHER S. GUTHRIE, a farmer re-

siding on section 30, Papiueau Township,

^ has for twenty-seven years resided in this

county. He was born in Ohio, December 22, 1838,

his birth having occurred at Mt. Pleasant, Jeffer-

son County. He is a son of Capt. Henry P.Guth-

rie, a native of Virginia, who was born in King
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and Queen County, Februaiy 23, 1793. He mar-

ried in Ricliniond, Va., Catherine Stednian, who
was also born in the same State. Mr Gutlirie was

a merchant and manufacturer of carriages. About

the year 1828, leaving Virginia, he removed to

Ohio, settling in .Jefferson County. There he en-

gaged in the manufacture of carriages at Mt.

Ple.asant for a number of years. He then removed

to Martin's Ferry, in Belmont County, and for some

years carried on his trade at that place. He was

a soldier in the War of 1812, and served through-

iiut the war, holding a Captain's commission. His

father, .Tames Guthrie, was also a patriot and sol-

dier in tlie Revolutionary War, as were two of his

brothers. The latter died during their service.

The Guthrie family^ are of Scotch decent, and

were among the first settlers of Yorktown, Va.

The great-grandfather of our subject was given a

irrant of land in Virginia and settled there previ-

iius to the Revolutionary War. Capt. Henrys P.

(iutlirie held numerous positions of trust and

honor and was a prominent man of that State.

Our subject is one of a family of eight children,

three sons and five daughters: Sarah Francis,

widow of Dr. Pratt, of Belmont County, Ohio;

Mary A. lives on the old homestead; Elizabeth,

wife of .John Robb, lives in Hancock County, W.
Va.; Catherine, whose death occurred in 1878; Is-

abella, wife of Marion Ciillen, of Hancock County';

Henry P., of Martin's Ferry, Belmont County,

Ohio; Christopher S.; and Robert L., deceased.

Mr. Guthrie wliose name heads this sketch grew

to manhood in Ohio, having such education as

was afforded by the public schools of the county

and a course of study at Wheeling, W. Va. In

1857, he came to Illinois and settled in Kankakee

County. In company with another young man,

lie operated a steam thresher and engaged in its

operation during the season. During the winter

he ran a stationary engine, and for such of his

time as was unoccupied he worked on a farm.

Following the patriotic example of his ances-

tors, he responded to the call of his country, en-

listing in 1862 in the Fiftv-third Illinois Infantry,

in .lanuar}- of that year. He became a member of

Company E, of the regiment organized at Ottawa,

111., which had for its Captain Charles M. Vaughn.

He enlisted as a private but was promoted 'to the

rank of Sergeaut, and had charge of the company

a number of times during his service. He partic-

ipated in the battles of Shiloh, Hatchie, the siege

and surrender of Vicksburg (which lasted forty-

two days), and was afterward taken prisoner at .Tack-

sou, Miss., in Lorman's charge of July 12, 1863. He
was held as a prisoner of war for about seventy-

two days, and he was a prisoner at all the princi-

pal cities of the South, and finall}- rounded up at

Libby Prison, Richmond, Va. He was then pa-

roled and rejoined his regiment, taking part in

the Atlanta campaign, and later joined Sherman

in his march to the se.a. He received an honorable

discharge at Goldsboro, N. C, March 26, 186,5.

He was a faithful soldier, ever pi-esent at his jjost

of duty.

Mr. Guliirie w.as united in maniage in this

county on Christmas day, 186.'), his bride being

Mary J. Warden, who was born and reared in Put-

nam Countv, Ind. She is a daughter of John War-

den, a native of Kentucky and one of the early

settlers of Putnam County. Mr. and Mrs. Guth-

rie are the parents of six children: Francis Isabel

is the wife of John Garber, a mechanic in Denison,

Tex.; Henry W., a farmer of this county; James B.,

who resides at home; George C, Catherine, and

Laura, deceased.

On returning from the war, Mr. Guthrie went to

Ohio and the same year came to Illinois, settling

in this county. He engaged in farming and stock-

raising with good success. At the time of his pur-

chase, his farm was raw, unbroken prairie, and he

has since brought it under a fine state of cultiva-

tion, making of it one of the best farms in the

county. It is located three miles west of Papineau.

In 1876, he rented his farm and moved to Newton

County, Ind., where for two j^ears he engaged in

stock-raising. In 1878, he returned to his home
and has resided liere continuously since.

Mr. Guthrie cast his first ballot for Stephen A.

Douglas, but since that time has identified him-

self with the Republican part^'. He takes an ac-

tive interest in all local and educationnl af-

fairs, doing all in his power to further the interests

of each. He has served as a member of the School

Board for a number of years. For twenty-seven
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years he has lesided in this county and is known
to be a raan of inte.rity, enterprise and public

spirit.

Mr. Guthrie had a severe stroke of paralysis in

1891, which was caused by his hardships and ex-

posure during his service as a soldier. He re-

ceives a small pension and he now has affidavits

from his family physicians as well as his comrades

corroborating the fact of his great disability, occa-

sioned by his hardships in defense of his country.

EDWARD W. GUILD, an enterprising and

prominent farmer who resides on section

'•i 22, Belmont Township, has one of the flue

farms of this community. He owns one hundred

and sixt^' acres of arable land, which has been di-

vided into Qelds of convenient size and placed

under a high state of cultivation, yielding to him

a golden tribute in return for his care and labor.

He has a pleasant home, and his barns and out-

buildings are models of convenience. His farming

implements are of the latest improved kinds and

in all its appointments the place seems complete.

It may well be termed a model farm, and the

owner deserves to rank among the representative

farmers of the township.

Mr. Guild was born in Lowell, Mass., October

10, 1830. The family, of English origin, wjis

founded in America by the great-grandfather of

our subject, Moses Guild, who came to this coun-

try in Colonial days. Willard Guild, the father

of Edward, was born in Brattleboro, Vt., in 1797,

and spent his boyhood days upon a farm. In his

youth, he learned the cabinet-maker's trade and

pattern-making. Ere leaving the Green Mountain

State, he married Abigail Wood, a native of Ver-

mont. They removed to Massachusetts, and when

our subject was only six months old they emi-

grated to Michigan, locating in Romeo, Macomb
County, which was then an unimproved wilder-

ness, still inhabited by the Indians. Mr. Guild

engaged in farming for a year and then followed

his trade of cabinet-making until 1837, when he re-

moved to Pike Count}-, 1 11., locating in Griggsville.

He there carried on cabinet-making until his death,

which occurred in February, 1865. His wife died

at the home of her son in Ironton, Mo. Mr. Guild

was a prominent and influential citizen in every

community where he resided. While in Massa-

chusetts, he served in the State Legislature. He
took a great interest in church and Sunda^'-school

work and for m-iny 3-ears served as Deacon in the

Congregational Church. He would give his last

ceni to aid in the upbuilding of the church and

counted no sacrifice too great. He was a man of

much genius and invented several different ma-

chines. In politics, he was a Whig and afterward

an Abolitionist.

In the Guild family were five children, but

Willard and a sister died in childhood. Albert

B. served in the Home Guards during the late war

and was engaged in the fight at Pilot Knob. His

death occurred in Missouri about eight years ago.

Emily W. became the wife of Judge Russell and

died about three years ago.

Our subject is now the only surviving member

of the family. He was a lad of seven summers

when with his parents he came to Illinois. His

education was acquired in the public schools of

Griggsville and in Arcadia College, of Missouri,

which he entered at the age of sixteen, pursuing

a three-year course. Previous to this time, when

a lad of twelve, he began clerking in a store and

was thus employed for three years. On leaving

school, he again began clerking, and was thus em-

ployed until twenty-two years of age, when he

went to Henry, Marshall County, 111. He there

secured a position with George W. Battles, acting

as salesman for two years, and for ten years carried

on a general merchandise establishment for him-

self. Later, he did business in Ox Bow, Putnam
County, 111., for four years and then returned to

Henry County, where he remained until 1863,

when he came to Iroquois County. During the

twelve succeeding years of his life, he was con-

nected with the mercantile interests of Watseka,

and for two years in Henry County, 111., was en-

gaged in the forwarding and commission business.

In 1876, he bought his present farm, then a poorly

improved place.

On the 4th of May, 1853, in Henry, Marshall
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County, Mr. Guild was united in marriage with

Miss Amanda Foster, a native of Columlnis, Ohio,

and a daughter of .lolin and Ruth (Cone) Foster,

tlie former a native of Penns.vlvania and the lat-

ter of Connecticut. Wheu their daughter was

only four years old, they came by team to Illinois.

Fnto Mr. and Mrs. Guild have been born four chil-

dren. Flora, who was born in Marshall County, is

now at home; William E., who was also born in that

county, has taughtschool but is now engaged in car-

pentering in Watseka; Albert M., born in Watseka,

lives on the home farm; and Cliff was graduated in

the commercial course from the college in Onarga

and was graduated from Hedding College, of Ab-

ingdon, 111., in June, 1892, in a class of six in the

cl.assical course. He is Secretary of the college,

and in connection with his work as a student, he is

engaged in teaching mathematics. All the children

jiossess musical ability.

Mr. and Mrs. Guild are both members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church of Watseka. For

forty years, he has been connected with the Odd
Fellows' society of that place and has held all of

lis offices. He has been School Directoi' for many
years, and is now Secretary of the Iroquf)is County

Farmers' ^lutu.al Insurance Com[)any. He cast his

first Presidential vote in 1856 for Bell and

Ererett and then voted for Stephen A. Douglas,

and has since been a stalwart Democrat. In the

exciting times before the late war, he heard many
prominent speakers, including Owen Lovejoy and

Tom Corwin. lie has been prominent in the con-

ventions of his party and is recognized as a repre-

sentative citizen of this community. The success

which attended his merchandising has also fol-

lowed his business career, and his well-directed

efforts have brought him a handsome com|)etence.

lie has the confidence of all with whom he li.as

been brovight in contact and is held in high esteem

by a large circle of friends.

The following is an epitome of the Guild fam-

ily, covering a portion of the lineal ancestry of

E. W. Guild: .John Guild, supposed to have been

born in England about 1(516, came to America in

the year 1636, with his brother Samuel and sister

Ann. He was admitted to the church at Dedhani,

Mass., July 17, 1640, and bought in that year

twelve acres of upland, on which he built a house,

which was occui)ied by himself and descendants

for more than two hundred years. lie was made
.•I. freeman May 10, 1643. He was thoroughly

honest in all his dealings, industrious and frugal,

modest in his deportment and retiring in his h.ab-

its. He never held an office, and the town records

show his attendance at town meetings but once in

several years, and then only on an occasion of

considerable excitement in relation to making

alterations and additions to tlie meeting house.

He married, June 24, 1645, Elizabeth Crooke, of

Roxbury, who died August 31, 1669. He died

October 4, 1682, leaving seven children. John

died young; Samuel, John, Eliexur, Elienezer,

Elizabeth and Benjamin.

Samuel Guild, born in Dedhara, Mass., Novem-
ber 7, 1647, married November 29, 1676, Mar\'

Woodcock. He was a member of Capt. Moseley's

Company in King Philii)'s War, in 1675, and was

made a freeman at Salem, in May, 1678. In 1703, he

was one of acommitee to invest and manage school

funds; was a Selectman of Dedliam from 1693 to

1713; .and was a delegate to the General Court in

1719. He died in Dedham, on the 1st of January,

1730. His children were Samuel, Nathaniel, Marv,

John, Deborah, John, Isr.ael, Ebenezer, Joseph and
Elizabeth.

John Guild, born at Dedham, Mass., October 2,

1687, married Abigail Robinson, of Rehoboth, who
died January 31, 1793. He was a farmer of Wal-

pole, and died June 15,1767. His children were

John, Abigail, Samuel and Jacob.

Samuel Guild was born at Dedham, Mass., and

w.as married October 23, 1764, to Mehitable Clapp.

They lived in Walpole and became the parents of

five children: Meribah, Samuel, Aaron, Moses and

Jacob.

Moses Guild was born in Walpole, Mass., January

6, 1772, was married first on the 19th of March,

1795, to Philena Barrows, who died October 16,

1800. He was afterward married, March 12, 1801,

to Sally Newton, who died February 29, 1840. He
removed to Marlborough, N. H., in 1797, and was

taxed at Roxbury, N. II., from 1815 to 1851. He
died September 6, 1854. By the first marriage

there were three children. William, Willard and
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Tyla; and by the second union two children were

born, Betsy, and Hanna, who was born March 3,

1812, and on the 9th of September, 1841, mar-

ried James W. Bain, of Keene, who died October

7, 1865.

Wiliard Guild, born at Marlborough, N. II., Feb-

ruary 8, 1798, was married November 2, 1822, to

Abigail Wood, of Nelson, N. H. He was a cabinet-

lualvcr at Roxbury, N. Y., removed to Michigan,

and thence to Griggsville, 111., where he died on

the 20th of Februar}-, 1865. His children were all

born at Roxbury, N. H., with the exception of the

youngest, our subject. They are as follows: Al-

bert Barrows; Almira, who died young; Emily

Wilder and Edward W.

yy^iREDERICK KOHL is a retired merchant,

lr^(»
who makes his home in Danforth, Iroquois

lis Count}'. He is one of Germany's most

worthy children, having been born in Ostfries-

land, November 29, 1854. His father, Frederick

Kohl, a native of the same country, grew to ma-

turit}' and there married Geske Jacobs. The father

followed the occupation of tilling the soil in Ger-

many, where he still resides.

Frederick Kohl passed his boyhood days in the

usual pursuits of farmer lads and received fair

school advantages in his native language. Since

coming to Illinois he attended the schools for

about six months, in order to acquire the English

language, but has largely informed himself in that

respect through his reading and observation.

When about seventeen years of age, he determined

to seek his fortune in the New AVorld, and accord-

ingly said good-bye to the friends and scenes of

his youth. He sailed from Bremen, and after a

pleasant voyage of about fourteen days arrived in

New York City. He landed in the United States

in May, and came direct to Danforth, where he

joined three older brothers who had previously

settled at this point. The first .year he worked on

the railroad, and the following }'ear hired out as

a farm hand. He next obtained a clerkship in one

of the Danforth stores, and there continued for a

•period of a year land a-half. Subsequently he re-

turned to farm labor. In 1874, Mr. Kohl went to

Peoria, where he clerked for about six months,

when, on account of sickness, he was obliged to

discontinue his labors for a time. After his re-

cover}' he worked in a store at Danforth and con-

tinued in that position for five j'ears. A partnership

was formed at that time between our subject and

John Eden, and together they bought out and es-

tablished business, the stock costing $3,500. The

firm then embarked in merchandising and in-

creased their business. They extensively increased

their trade and continued to add to their line of

goods. The partnership lasted for about ten and

a-half j'ears, and their efforts were blessed with

great success. In February, 1892, Mr. Kohl sold

his interest to Mr. Eden and retired from the busi-

ness. Mr. Eden has since invested in Nebraska

property, and during the summer just passed has

spent much of his time in Platte County, of that

State, where he purchased a farm and has valuable

investments. Mr. Kohl also invested his raone}'

which he had withdrawn from the business in real

estate. He purchased property in Chicago, and

has already realized a good profit on his invest-

ments there.

Mr. Kohl was married to Miss Cevia, daughter

of J. O. Johnson, a retired merchant of Danforth.

Tiie wedding ceremony was performed Februaiy

14, 1878. Mrs. Kohl was born in Woodford

County, III., and was educated and has lived the

most of her life in Iroquois County.

Mr. Kohl is identified with the Republican party,

which finds in him a stanch advocate. He voted

for Samuel J. Tilden, however, at the election in

1876, but with that exception has used his fran-

chise in favor of the nominees of the Republican

party. Mr. Kohl is a public-spirited man, and has

always done all in his power to advance the best

interests of his township and the community.

Recognizing his worth and abilit}', his fellow-citi-

zens have often called upon him to fill public po-

sitions requiring the qualities which he possesses.

He was appointed Postmaster of Danforth, and

acted in that capacity most acceptably for over

ten years. He has always discharged the duties

of citizenship and of official positions with fidelity
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and zeal, and has merited the high regard in which

he is iield bj' his friends and neiglibors. For

twenty-one years, Mr. Kolil has made his home in

this county and is a man of unblemislied character

and spotless record. Commencing in life as a poor

man, with no capital save a fair education and un-

daunted courage, he has carved for himself a for-

tune and a place of honor in the estimation of

tiiose who know him. Mr. and Mrs. Kohl are

honored members of the German Lutheran Church,

in whose work they lake an active part.

/^ EORGE H. POTTER, one of the pioneer

I — settlers of Iroquois County, was born in

Vi^i Milton Center, Saratoga County, N. Y.i

January 27, 1819. He is a son of Constant and

Sylinda (Hodge) Potter, natives respectively of

Connecticut and Massachusetts. In early life

they emigrated with their parents to New York,

where in later years they were married. The grand-

father Potter served in the Revolutionary War.

The fatlier was a manufacturer of leather, and

lived to be seventy-eight years of age. His death

occurred at Saratoga Springs. During his life he

was a Jackson-Democrat, and both himself and

wife were members of the Methodist Church. She

lived to the age of eighty-eight years, her death

occurring in Saratoga County. To them were

born a family of twelve children, seven sons and

five daughters, of whom six sons and one daughter

are still living.

The subject of this sketch was the eldest son

and third child in order of birth in his fathers'

family. He spent most of his early days on a

farm, engaged in the usual occupations of farmers'

sons, receiving liis education in the common
schools of the neighborhood. Having remained

at home until about seventeen, he went to Orleans

County, N. Y., where he clerked in a store several

years.

On the 4th of July, 1818, Mr. Potter wedded

Miss Fannie E. Lyman, who was born December

28, 182.5, in Byron, Genesee County, N. Y. She

is tlie daughter of William and Lucia (Cleveland)

Lyman. Her mother's family is of the same origi-

nal stock as that from which President Cleveland

is descended. Her father was born in Ludlow, Vt.

and her mother in Hanover, N. Y., both being of

Englisli descent. The father died in Genesee

County when Mrs. Potter was only three years

old, leaving three children, the eldest of whom
was in her seventh vear. Mrs. Lvman, after living

a widow for several years, married Warren Parker,

who went to Chicago about 18.51 and organized the

fii-st omnibus line in that city, which was known as

Parker's Bus Line. ^Ir. Parker died three years later.

Of this marriage a son was born, Dwight L. Parker,

a banker of Oilman. The year after her husband's

death, Mrs. Parker came to Oilman, remaining

here the remainder of her da vs. The last seven years

of her life were spent at the home of her daughter,

Mrs. Potter. She passed to the home beyond on

the 17th of April, 1888. Had she lived until the

following August she would have been ninety

years old. Since her eighteenth j'ear she had been

identified with the Christian Church, and was a

uoble, good woman and one much beloved.

After their marriage, Mr. Potter and his young

wife came to Iroquois County, and located at Iro-

quois, then generally known as Bunkum. Mrs.

Potter says that one way they had of telling Sun-

day in those days was that shooting matches and

horse races marked the day. After merchandising

for a couple of years he sold out his business, de-

ciding to return to New York, never to come

back to this uncivilized West; but, reconsidering

his former decision in 18.53, he returned to this

county and purch.ased one hundred and sixty acres

of land in Onarga Township of the Government at

$2.50 per acre. He first brought his wife only as far

as Chicago, but in 18.5.5 moved on his land, where

he had built a small frame house, and there they

lived in true pioneer style. He made of his farm

a good and well-cultivated piece of property. lu

1871, they came to Oilman, where they still live.

Both Mr. Potter and his wife are members of

the Christian Church, to which the^' belonged in

New York. In his politics, he was a Democrat

until the rise of the Pi'ohibition party, since which

,
time he has been identified with that party. Mr.

and Mrs. Potter are among the highly esteemed
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citizens of Oilman. As is the common lot of all,

tbe3' have met with disappointments, but these they

have ever met with courage and hopefulness, ever

pressing onward, believing that all was for their

best good and ultimate happiness and usefulness.

Largely through the efforts and liberality of Mrs.

Potter can Oilman boast of a public librarj', of

which she has been librarian since it was estab-

lished.

E'

DMUND SILL, the genial and well-known

station agent of the Illinois Central Rail-

road at Clifton, is a native of the Empire

State, his birth occurring in 1834 in Otsego

County. He is a son of Henry and Abigail (Dira-

ock) Sill. The father was a native of Salem, Conn.,

and the mother was of Spanish descent. Tlie

grandfather of our subject, Andrew Sill, was one

of the earliest settlers of Burlington Township,

Otsego County, N. Y., and was a farmer by occu-

pation. He was a prominent and influential man

and participated in the War of 1812. For man}'

years he was a Deacon in the Presbyterian Chiirch.

His wife bore the maiden name of Helena Dorr,

and her family were among the prominent pio-

neers of Connecticut and New York. The mater-

nal grandmother of our subject was before her

marriagre Miss Barnum, a cousin of the showman.

Edmund Sill and iiis sister Eliza are the only

ones now living of a family which consisted of three

sous and two daughters. The others were Abigail,

Henry and Cook D. His parents are also deceased,

his father's death having occurred while on a visit

to his son in Clifton.

Our subject received a good education, and on

arriving at man's estate led to the marriage altar

Miss Helen M. Walworth, daughter of James C.

and Maria (Haines) Walworth, of Otsego Count}',

N. Y. The wedding ceremony was performed on

the 13tli of October, 1859. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sill

three children were born, the eldest, a daughter,

died in infancy; James W. married Miss Mary E.

Reynolds, daughter of Hubert and Rose Reynolds,

of Clifton. His death occurred October 20, 1892.

A daughter, Helen Irene, is their onlj- child.

Charles B. is the youngest of the family.

Mr. Sill, for many ^ears in the employ of the

Illinois Central Railroad Corapanj' as station agent,

in January, 1867, was transferred to Clifton, hold-

ing the same position here. His man}' years' serv-

ice in the employ of one railroad company is an

evidence of his fidelity to duty and the depend-

ence which they may safely place in hiin. He is

interested in educational affairs, having held the

office of School Director, and has also been elected

to fill various other positions of trust and honor.

Socially, he is a member of Clifton Lodge No. 688,

A. F. & A. M. He is a man of intelligence and

wide reading and always keeps well posted on

all the leading events of the day. He is yery pop-

ular, and has a wide circle of friends and acquaint-

ances, wiiose esteem he has won during his long

years of residence in this vicinity. His home is

the abode of hospitality and good cheer, and his

friends delight to share them with him.

'^ ORENZO N. SMITH, of Watseka, was born

I
(?9) in Morristown, N. Y., on the 6th of Ai gust,

J^v-i 1849. He is a son of Aaron and Caroline

(Kelly) Smith, both of whom were natives of New
Jersey. The father followed the occupation of I lack-

srailhing in his early life, and later engaged i.i ag-

ricultural pursuits, He was born June 27, 1820.

Daniel Smith, the grandfather of our subject, was

born May 5, 1781, in Prussia, Germany, and emi-

grated to America at an early age. When crossing

the Atlantic he was shipwrecked, but was rescued

and brought to New York City. He there enlisted

under Capt. Decatur .and served all through the

AVar of 1812, on the good old ship'-Constitution."

His wife, Lydia Smith, was born in Pennsylvania,

and died at the age of thirty-five, leaving a fam-

ily of ten children. He died at the age of sixty-

nine, his death occurring in 1852.

Lorenzo Smith, the subject of tliis sketch, is the

fourth in a family of ten children, all living but

one. He received his education in the corauiou
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scliools of his native State, and there learned the

trade of blacksmith and wagon-maker. At the age

of twenty-four he came to Watseka, believing that

in tlie West was a larger field of labor, with better

hojies of success to a young and enterprising man
than in the crowded E.ast. With marked persever-

ance and fidelity to his chosen line of work, he has

alw.ays followed his trade, with the exception of

but one year, which he spent at Indianopolis, Ind.

In 187G, Mr. Smith led to the marriage altar Miss

Marian Burlew, who was a native of Illinois, and

who died in 1880, leaving one child, Jesse M. He
was again united in marriage, this time to Ida L.

Marsh, in 1882. She is a daughter of Almon C.

Marsii, of Batavia, N. Y. As the result of this

union have been born two children, Olive and

Mildred.

In his social relations, our subject is a member

of Iroquois Lodge No. 74, 1. O. O. F. He is a rep-

resentative to the Grand Lodge of the State. He
has served as a member of the City Council, which

office he filled acceptably. His sympathies are with

the Democratic party, to which he gives his interest

and support. During a long residence in this sec-

tion, he had won for himself a large circle of friends

by his integrity and uprightness.

<^

i^, AVID BRUMBACK, a well-to-do farmer

and stock-raiser, who owns a farm on sec-

tion 20, of township 27, Danforth Town-
ship, was born in Springfield, 111., on the

31st of August, 1832. He is a son of Henry Brum-

back, a native of Virginia, who was born in 1804.

Ills father was a native of Germany, born in Hesse-

Darmstadt. He became one of the early settlers of

Slicnandoah Count3', Va., and tliere reared his fam-

ily. Henry Brumback spent the da3's of his jouth

in the Old Dominion, and, when a young man,

went to Ohio, locating in Licking County. There

he was married to Miss Elizabelii I'itzcr, a native

of the Buckeye State. Her father, Richard Pitzer,

w.-is born in England, and was one of the early

settlers of Ohio. After his marriage, Mr. Bi\im-

back cngMgi'd in farming in (Jiiio for a few years,

35

and in 1829 removed to Illinois, p.assing through

Iroquois County when Guerdon S. Hubbard was

an Indian trader, stationed at the town of Iroquois.

He located on a farm near Ottawa, La Salle County,

and resided tliere during the Black Hawk AVar. In

the course of time he developed a fine farm from

the raw prairie land, upon which he spent his re-

maining days, his death occurring in June, 1887,

when he was eighty-three years of age. He was

one of the honored pioneers of La Salle County.

His wife died about the year 1870.

David Brumback is the fifth in order of birth in

a family numbering five sons and four daughters,

six of whom grew to mature years: Jacob, now de-

ceased, was a fanner of La Salle County, and died

in 1876; Elizabeth, who was the first white child

born in Rutland Township, La Salle County, is the

widow of Franklin Bruner; David, of this sketch,

is the next 30unger; Elton farms on a portion of

the old homestead; Elmira resides with her brother

Theodore, who also operates a part of the home

farm, and is the youngest of the family.

Our subject grew to manhood in La Salle County,

where he received the advantages of a district-

sciiool education, supplemented by one year's

course in the Jacksonville High School, then under

the supervision of H. W. Bateman, the ex-State

Superintendent of Schools of Illinois. After com-

pleting his school life, our subject engaged in

farming on a tract of land which he purchased in

La Salle County, and there made his home for a

number of j-ears. In 1867, he sold this farm and

removed to Iroquois County, purchasing some un-

broken prairie land in Danfortii Township. He

was one of the first settlers to locate there. He

bought three hundred and twenty acres, the south

half of section 20, and started to open up the land,

fencing it and building a home and other farm

buildings. He has now one of the best farms in

the township, situated about half-way between Gil-

man and Danforth. Upon it is a pleasant, sub-

stantial residence, three good barns and other

buildings, and a fine young orchard. It is in every

respect a well-improved and valuable piece of

property.

On the 2d of March, 1858, Mr. Brumback was

united in marriiigc with Miss Ellen G. liarnes,



758 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

a native of the Empire State, who was reared and
educated in Utica. She was a teacher in La Salle

Coiint\' previous to her marriage. Her parents were

Hyder Pitt and Lucia M. (Goodwin) Barnes, who
settled in La Salle County in 1856. To onr subject

and his wife have been born three children. The eld-

est is Allen D., now a resident of Montana, where he

is engaged in mining; Lucia Rae is the wife of C. E.

Bogardus, of Seattle, AVash. In the Illimi, of

March, 1892, the State University journal, appeared

the following account of the Puget Sound Alumni

Association meeting, held in the parlors of the

Chamber of Commerce at Seattle, Wash. "In re-

sponse to the toast 'Our college beans,' Mrs. Lucia

Brumback Bogardus entertained us in a most happy

manner. The lady was the 3'oungest alumnus present,

but she treated the subject with a womanly grace

and richness of thought worthy of a much older

and more experienced person. Her remarks were

lieaitily enjoyed." Mrs. Bogardus is a graduate

of the State University at Champaign in the Class

of '90. She completed the literary and scientific

course, and is also an accomplished musician. Al-

mon, the youngest member of the Brumback fam-

ily, helps to carry on the home farm, and is now a

student in Grand Prairie Seminar\'.

Mr. Brumback is identified witli the Deinocvatic

part}', to which he has always given his stanch

support. His first ballot was cast for Franklin

Pierce. In local politics he votes for the man
whom he considers best fitted for the position. He
has held several local offices of honor and trust in

the township, and since 1877 he served as Town-
ship Supervisor. He is now the efficient President

of the Iroquois County Agricultural Association,

which position he has filled for the past three years.

To the cause of education he has ever given his

warm and hearty support, and is a thorough be-

liever in good schools and teachers. For the past

twenty-four years he has acted as a member of the

School Board, being ever zealous and faithful to

the liest interests of the communitj-. Though not

members of any religious organization, Mr. and

Mrs. Brumback are in symiiathy with and attend

the Oilman Presbyterian Church. During his

whole life our subject has been a resident of Illi-

nois, and for nearly a quarter of a century has

lived in Iroquois County. He is widely and favor-

ably known in this and adjacent counties, in whose

development and progress he has verj' materially

aided. He is a man of sterling character, and by

his honorable and upright life has won the confi-

dence and esteem of all.

lll_^ERRICK HOUGHTON, a prominent busi-

[fjl ness man and respected citizen of Oilman,

/^^^ was born in Rutland County, Vt., on the^ 2d of January, 1845. He is a son of Capt.

Leland and Lovica C. (Ripley) Houghton. Two
brothers by the name of Houghton came from Eng-

land in the early days of our country's history, and

the one from whom our subject is descended settled

ia Vermont. The Ripley family also came from

England. Both parents of our subject were born

in Rutland County, Vt. In the fall of 1845, the

father came b}' way of the Lakes to Chicago, but

as he did not wish to locate in what he called that

"mud-hole," he removed to a farm near Aurora,

where he remained about nine years. He and his

wife then removed to the Northwestern corner of

Kankakee County, where they lived until 1874. At
that time the}^ came to Gilinan, where they spent

their remaining j^ears. He lived to the age of

sixty-nine years and his wife was sixtj'-six

3"ears of age at the time of her death. She

was a member of the Methodist Church and her

death was widely regretted. Mr. Houghton

was a Whig and later a Republican. In their fam-

ily were five children, of whom one died in in-

fancy; of those who survive, Franklin is a resident

of Oilman: OUie is the wife of James Gordan , of

Ashkum, this county; Herrick, our subject; and

Sidney, wlio is a mail carrier in Chicago.

Herrick Houghton w.as reared as a farmer lad

and was educated in the common schools. When
only sixteen years of .age, he enlisted in Company
A, Thirty-ninth Illinois Infantry. This was on tlie

16th of August, 1861. After spending two weeks

in Chicago and an equal length of time at .St. Louis,

the company was sent to Maryland. The first fight
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in wliicli he was engaged was with StonewallJack-

sou at Alpine Station. He particiijated in the bat-

tles of Kernslown and Black Water, also in the

siege of Ft. Suinter. lie-then joined the army under

15utler and took part in the battles of Hethesda

Chureh, Drury's Blufif, Bermuda Hundred, Deep

Bottom, Petersburg. Ft. Gregg. Rice Station and

Appomattox. He served as Corporal and Com-

missary-Sergeant. He was mustered out at Norfolk,

Va., and received his discharge at Springfield, 111.,

December 16, 1865, after four j-ears and four

mouths of hard service. He was a valiant soldier,

prompt in action and ever at his post of duty.

On his return home, Mr. Houghton turned his

attention to farming. In Ashkuni Township, March

3, 1868, he married Nancy E. Jlellen, a daughter

of William M. and Elvira (Bolster) Mellen, who

are natives of Vermont. Mrs. Houghton is the

second in a family of seven children, three sons

and four daughters; she was born in Bennington

County, ^'t., and with her parents came to Illinois

in 1857. At that time Mr. Mellen located on a

farm near Joliet and followed agricultural pui-suits

until the year 1866, which witnessed his re-

raoval to Iroquois County. In 1887. he came

to Oilman, where he and his wife still live, aged

respectiveh' seventy-seven and sixty-nine 3'ears.

They are consistent members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church and are highly regarded for their

sterling worth. Mr. Mellen was an old-line Whig

until the rise of the Republican party, to the i)rin-

ciples of which he h.as since adiiered.

Having farmed successfully in Kank.ikee County

until 1874, Mr. Houghton came to Oilman and

opened a fancy grocery and notion store, which he

continued for some three years. He then returned

to agricultural pursuits, which line he followed

until 1882, when he started a meat-market in Gil-

man, in which business he has since continued.

After about a year lie took .asa jiartner his brother-

in-law, William S. Mellen. In 1886 they started a

branch market and in each do a thriving business.

In addition, Mr. Houghton is interested in a dredge

ditcher. He is recognized as a successful business

man and is a leader in all that pertains to the best

interests of society. Politically, he is a Republican

but lias never been an office-seeker, He is now

serving his second year on the School Board and

has always been a stanch supporter (>f educational

measures. Socially, he belongs to Oilman Post

No. 186, O. A. R., and to Camp No. 524, M. W. A.

Both he and his wife belong to the Methodist

Episcopal Church, in all the work of which they

are active workers and are highly valued. He is

a Trustee and Steward and is also the Superin-

tendent of the Sunday-school. They have but one

son, William L., who assists his father in his busi-

ness most ablv.

^^E II^M^

ylLLIAM W. GILBERT, dealer in grain

and lumber and a coal dealer of Danforth,

111., was born at Philadelphia, Pa., on the

29th of .January, 1841. He is a son of William

Gilbert, who was born in Maryland, and is of Eng-

lish descent. In Dover, Del., the father was mar-

ried to Susan Callev, who was born in Delaware,

though of Irish ancestr}'. He was a man of supe-

rior education, and was a teacher in the Philadel-

phia schools for many years, or until the time of

his death, which occurred in 1849. His wife died

when the subject of this sketch was an infant.

Wiliiam W. Gilbert spent his youth mainly in

Delaware, where he was i-eared by an aunt. He
attended the public schools, but has been mostl3'

self-educated since arriving at mature years. At

the age of sixteen he went aboard a ship as cabin

boy, and spent from six to seven 3'ears before the

mast. During the first part of his career on the

Atlantic, he shipped in a eo.asting-vessel which

sailed north in the summer months and south dur-

ing the winter. Later, he visited many of the ports

in the Old World, among them Liverpool, London,

Cardiff (Wales), Naples, Messina, Palermo, and

various other seaport town.s. In the year 1864, he

gave up the .«ea and came West to Buffalo. He

then made a few trips on the Lakes and went to

Chicago. From there he went to Danforth, where

he arrived in .luly, 1864. He there engaged in the

Government employ, and in November of that

year went to Little Rock, Ark., remaining in the

same employ until June. 1865. He letunied to
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Danforth, Iroquois County, and obtained emplo^'-

nient with George W. Danforth, who was largely

interested in real estate. After being with him

for about two years, he next entered the service

of Henry & Alman, who kept a general store at

Danforth. He remained with them until 1871,

and then purchased a grain and lumber business,

in which he has been activelj' engaged since. At
the time of his purchase, the business was but a

small part of what it is to-day, only doing about

one-tenth the trade he now carries on. He has

built up an immense business through his enter-

prise and wise business investments. Mr. Gilbert

commenced life a poor man, empty-handed and

without a dollar, and has, b^- his own labor and

industry, accumulated a large estate and a fine

business. He is now one of tbe substantial and

progressive citizens of this county. In addition

to his other interests, he owns a section of laud in

one body and a quarter-section in another farm, all

valuable and well-improved property, and also

owns a fine residence propertj^ in Danforth and

another in Kankakee. When Mr. Gilbert pur-

chased the grain business in his town, there was a

small elevator; this he rebuilt and enlarged until

it has a capacity of fifty thousand bushels, and is

one of the best of its kind. He also has a large

warehouse and office in connection witli his lum-

ber yard.

Mr. Gilbert was married to Anna Foster on the

22d of February, 1871. Mrs. Gilbert was born

and reared in Lcwisberry, Pa., and is the daughter

of John Foster. To our worthy subject and his

wife have been born four children: Arthur IT., who

assists his father in the business; Jessie, James

Russell and Lemuel, who still remain with their

parents. They also lost their eldest daughter,

Carrie, who died at the age of six, and one son,

Leslie, wlio died when two years of age.

The first Presidential ballot of our subject vvas

cast for Gen. George B. McClcllan, and every

nominee of the Democratic party for President

has received his support. In local politics, he is

independent, casting his vote for the man whom
he considers best qualified for the position, regard-

less of politics. He has never aspired to official

jiositions, though he was once induced to serve as

President of the AMIlage Board, the duties of which

position he discharged acceptably, and is now
Ma3'or of Danforth. Mr. Gilbert is truly one of

America's self-made men, and has bravely and no-

bl}' met and conquered the disappointments and

discouragements of life, and well merits the suc-

cess he has achieved.

ENRY SALMON, one of the self-made men,

who is engaged in farming on section 9,

Ash Grove Township, was born in West-

phalia, German}-, August 4, 1860, and is one

of a large family of children, whose parents were

Ilenrj' .S. and Mary (Wilke) Salmon. His father

was a carpenter by trade. In the fall of 1866, he

bade good-bye to his old home, and with his fam-

ily- sailed from Bremen to New Orleans, where they

arrived after a voyage of nearly thirteen weeks.

The famil}' then went up the Mississippi River to

Cairo, 111., and on to Monee and Lake County, Ind.,

where for two years the father of our subject car-

ried on carpentering. He then went to Will Count}-,

111., where he rented a farm. His death occurred

on the 22d of September, 1875. His widow is still

living, at the age of sixtj'-four years, and makes

her home with one of her grandchildren in Ash

Grove Township. In politics he was a Republican,

and in religious belief was a Lutheran. He proved

himself a valued citizen of the community, and

had the high regard of all. Although he came to

this countr}' empty-handed, he was a man of energy

and perseverance, and won a comfortable compe-

tence.

The eight children in the Salmon family are as

follows: Annie, now the wife of D. Meyer, of Will

County, 111.; Johanna, wife of Fred Ilasselbing, a

resident of Jasper County, Ind.; Rieke, wife of

Nicholas Casel, of Chicago; Augusta, who became

the wife of Otto' Hardekopf, who died in 1886, in

Ash Grove Township, May 5, 1891; Lena, wife of

Nicholas Feiler, of Chicago; Herman and Henry,

twins; and Louisa, wife of Gus Brutlach, of Ash

Grove Township.

The subject of this sketch was a lad of six sum-
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raers, when, witli his parents, he crossed the briny

deep. The dajs of his bo3hood and youth were

quietly passed in Will County, and his early edu-

cation, acquired in the district schools, was supple-

mented hj' a course in a private school. He came

to Iroquois County at the age of fourteen and a-

half years with the family, and on his father's death

lie began to earn his own livelihood, working as a

farm hand. He then operated eighty acres of land,

purchased by his father. He now owns an eighty-

acre tract, and in addition operates forty acres of

land.

Mr. .Salmon has led a busy and useful life, and

manifests a commendable interest in public affairs.

He is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church of

AVoodworth, and in politics has been a stanch ad-

herent of Republican principles since he cast his

first Presidential vote for James G. Blaine in 1884.

He has often been a delegate to the conventions of

his party, and for three years served as School Di-

rector.

In April, 1881), in Ash Grove Township, Mr, Sal-

mon was united in marriage with IVIiss Matilda

Munstermann, daughter of Christ Munstermann,

whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Their

union has been blessed with two sons: Henry, born

April 1, 1890; and William IL, born September 20,

1892. Mr. Salmon is a wide-awake and enterpris-

ing young business man, intelligent and well in-

formed, and his propertj' has been acquired by his

own honest industrv-

"\f'OHN CROUCH, a well-to-do and highly re-

spected farmer and stock-raiser of Concord

Township, residing on section 8. is a native

of the Luckeye State. His birth occurred

in Coshocton County on the 22d of Januarj",

18.38, and he is a son of William and Sarah (Lj-

ons) Crouch. His parents were both natives of

OhiOjthe father born in Jefferson County, and the

mother in Guernsey' County. They are now resi-

dents of L-oquois. The paternal grandfather of

our subject, Robert Crouch, died when John was

quite small. AVilliam Crouch engaged in farming

in Coshocton County until 1880, when he came to

this county, locating in the village of Iroquois,

where he is now living retired. He owns consid-

erable land in Concord Township.

Mr. Couch, whose name heads this record, spent

his boyhood days quietly upon his father's farm.

Through the winter seasons he attended the com-

mon schools, where he acquired a good English ed-

ucation, and in the summer months he worked in

the fields as soon as he was old enough to handle

the plow. He remained under the parental roof

until his marriage, which occurred when he was

about twenty-eight years of age. On the 6tli of

November, 1866, he was joined in wedlock with

Miss N. E. Carroll, a native of Coshocton County,

Ohio, born October 20, 1843. Two children were

born to them but they both died in infancy.

At the time of his marriage, Mr. Crouch's pos-

sessions consisted of two horses, two cows, six

hogs, fift}' head of sheep and a few farming im-

plements. He engaged in the operation of rented

land in his native State until 1869, when he re-

moved to Piatt County, 111. He there again rented

land, and engaged in farming until 1870, when he

came to Iroquois County. During the first winter,

he lived in a log cabin. He then removed to a

farm near the village of Iroquois, where he made

his home for ten years. In 1874 he purchased his

present home, consisting of eightj' acres of wild

prairie land and twenty acres of timber. He soon

began to cultivate and improve it, and the same

year erected a dwelling, to which he made exten-

sive additions in 1881, when he moved his family

to that place. He now owns a well-improved

farm. The land is under a high state of cultiva-

tion and is well tiled. There are substantial

buildings, such as are found on a model farm, and

a fine bearing orchard is numbered among the

other excellent improvements. In connection

with general farming, Mr. Crouch is engaged in

stock-raising, making a specialty of the breeding

of Shropshire sheep. He has been very successful

in this work and has some fine sheep upon his

farm.

In his political atfiliations, Mr. Crouch has been

a supporter of the Democracy since he cast his first
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Presidential vote for Stephen A. Douglas in 1860.

He served as School Director for two j'ears, but re-

signed before the expiration of his term of office.

He is now serving his tenth term as Trustee, and for

three years lie filled tlie position of Road Commis-

sioner with credit to liimself and to the satisfac-

tion of his constituents. The prompt and able

manner in which lie discharged his duties led to

his re-election and won him high commendation.

Sociall}', he is a member of the Masonic fraternit3^,

having been connected with the Blue Lodge of

Iroqaois for twelve years. Himself and wife have

long been active workers in and faithful members
of the Methodist -Episcopal Churcii, in which he

serves as Trustee. His wife is a worker in the

Sunday-school. Their well-spent lives and their

many excellencies of character have won for

them high regard, and they are numbered among
the county's best citizens.

—}- =^>^r<^

IpS'EV. HELLAVIG STAEHLIXG is an honored

llby minister of the Lutheran Church, and now
tii \V resides at Danforth, where he is pastor in

'^^ the church of that denomination. He is

a native of Germany, and was born in Hessen on

the 24th of May, 18.59. He is a son of Prof.

George Staehling, who was born in the same prov-

ince of the Fatherland. The father had the ad-

vantages of a superior education and was a teacher

for many j'ears. He married in German}- Emelia

Clasing, who was born in Hanover. Prof. Staeh-

ling taught in his native land for a number of

years, and in 1887 emigrated to the New World,

locating at Waverl}', Iowa, where he is now a

teacher in German and music. To the Professor

and his wife were born five sons and four daugh-

ters. The eldest, Rev. Frederick Heniy, is a min-

ister in the Lutheran Churcli at Somonauk, De
Kalb County, III.; Rev. Frederick William, a min-

ister of the same church, is now retired from active

pastoral duties on account of poor health; Rev.

Johannes Otto is located at Manson, Iowa; AVill-

iam is a theological student at Dubuque, Iowa;

and our subject. The daughters are Maria, who

is the wife of Prof. Otto Kraushaar, a teacher in

the college at Waverly. Iowa; Ida is the wife of

Prof. Johannes Fritschel, .ilso of the same college;

Elizabeth, wife of Prof. Herman Kuhlmann,

te.icher of the same school; and Dora, who is a

j-oung lady still at home with her parents.

Rev. Ilellwig Staehling spent his early j'ears in

his native land and received a thorough education

in the schools and a full literary course in a col-

lege, supplemented by about two years in a theo-

logical seminary. His theological course was com-

pleted at the Lutheran Seminary, at Mendota, La

Salle County. He was graduated from that institu-

tion in the Class of '75, and was ordained a minister

of the Lutheran Church. He first assisted the

minister at Gilmaii, but in 1876 received a call

from the Melvin Church, which he accepted, locat-

ing there in the spring of that year. He was the

able and devoted pastor of that church and people

for the succeeding ten jears. At the time of his

call to Melvin, the churcli was veiy much run

down, and by his earnest efforts and zeal he built

up a large congregation and established the church

on a good foundation. He also established An-

chor, McLean County, whose numbers were greatly

increased during liis pastorate. During his minis-

try. Rev. -Staehling has had a number of churches

under his charge, among them Sibley, German-

town, Chatsworth and Roberts. At each of these

places he has built up large congregations and has

aided very materially in the growth of the work.

At one time he had six congregations under liis

charge, for whom his labors were ver\; earnest and

arduous. In 1886, Rev. j\L-. Staehling accepted a

call to the pastorate at Danforth. The church was

est.ablished and had a fair number of members.

Since coming here he has built a schoolhouse and

has otherwise strengthened the church. He has

also established a church at La Hogue, and now
supplies the two pulpits. Among his people he is

highly esteemed and greatly beloved, as he well

deserves. He is a faitliful p.astor and a conscien-

tious advisor of his congregation.

At Melvin, on the 24th of August, 1876, Rev.

Mr. Staehling was united in holy wedlock with

Miss Augusta Gunther, who is a native of Illinois,

her birth liaving occurred at Chatsworth. There
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she passed her girlhood and was educated in botli

the EInglish and German languages. She is a

daugliter of C'hrislian II. Gunther, who was born

in the Fatherland, and is now retired frc>m active

business and makes his home in Chicago. Rev.

Mr. fStaehling and his wife have a famil}- of live

children, as follows: Maria Elmelia, Karl Christian,

Henry Ferdinand, Edward Hellwig and Frederick

George. These children are all receiving the ad-

vantages of a first-class education and good re-

ligious training.

For seventeen years Kev. Mr. Staehling has been

a faithful minister, and has conscientiously done

all in his power to uplift and better humanity.

He has won the love and respect of all with whom
he has come in contact and is one of the leading

and representative ministers of the denomination

to which lie belongs. It is a fact well worthy of

notice that his family is a most remarkable one,

for of five sons, four are now ministers of the gos-

pel, while the fifth one is also preparing himself

for the same position; and of his four sisters, the

three who are married are the wives of distin-

gui!^hed i)rofessors.

l-^Hj^e

<^r LEXANDER KI.SKADDEX, a retired far-

mer of Gilman, was born in Madison

ill
14 County, Ohio, on the 5th of March, 1822.

He is a son of James and Rebecca (Ewing)

Kiskadden. The father was born in Ireland in

1790, and when six years of age made the slow

sailing vo^yage across the Atlantic to the United

States, where they settled in Pennsylvania. He
was reared to farm life and followed that calling

for a livelihood. In Pennsylvania, in the .year

1811, he married Aliss Ewing, who was born in

Pennsylvania in 1794, her parents also having

come to the United States from Ireland. Her la-

ther was of Irish and her mother of Scotch descent.

In 1814, the parents of our subject removed to

Ohio, locating in Ross County, but some two or

three years later went to Madison County, which

was almost an unbroken forest at that time. Mr.

Kiska<lden cleared and improved several farms and

endured many of the privations of pioneer life.

Though he never sought ottice, he was always ac-

tively interested in politics and the advancement

of the best interests of the State. Roth he and his

wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church. His death occurred in 1852 at his home
in Clarke County, Ohio, whither he had moved.

His wife survived him nearly thirty j-ears and
died at the home of our subject in Gilman. In

their family were ten children, four sons and six

daughters.

The subject of this sketch is the fifth child of

his father's family. He was reared on a heavily

timbered farm and was thus earlj- inured to hard

work and hardships. When about twentj^ years

of age he started out in life for himself. He was

wedded to Elizabeth Williams in Upper Sandusky,

on the 14th of August, 1849. She is a native of

Richland Countj-, Ohio, where her birtli occurred

August 14, 1825. She is the daughter of Amos
and Mary (Cannon) Williams. JMr. Williams was

born in Richland County, while his wife was a na-

tive of jMaryland. The grandfather of Mrs. Kis-

kadden was born in Pennsylvania and was among
the early pioneers of Ohio. Her grandfather Can-

non was a pioneer emigrant from Maryland to

Harrison County. Ohio, and the original Cannon
farm is still in the possession of his descendants.

Mr. and Mrs. Williams were married in Ohio and

spent theiV lives on a farm. Both were life-long

members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her
father died aged thirty-two and her" mother at the

age of fort3--seven . He was a farmer by occupa-

tion and also ran a mill. While engaged in work-

ing on the dam he got wet, which resulted in a

cold, and death followed. Mrs. Kiskadden is one of

four children, one son and three daughters, of

whom she and her sister, Mrs. Mary A. Barringer,

are the only ones living.

The first business Mr. Kiskadden engaged in

was that of teaching school, which he did for some

eight years, commencing at the earl}- age of seven-

teen. In 1848 he engaged with a partner in the

drug business in Upper Sandusky, continuing that

for several years, and then added dry goods and

groceries. He merchandised for some ten j'ears

and in IHGl came West and was salesman in Leaven-
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worth, Denver, and Virginia City, Idaho. Return-

ing to Ohio in 1864, he dealt in sheep and wool for

about a _year. He then removed to Lake County,

Ind., where he fanned until 1868, when he came to

Iroquois County, III. The traveler of to-day can

hardly imagine the condition of the county at that

time. The work of iraproveroent was scarce!}' be-

gun, most of the land was in its wild and primitive

state, much of it being an unbroken swamp. Since

that day all has changed. Waving fields of grain

now greet the eye in every direction, the land has

been wonderfully improved by judicious draining,

and the eountry is inhabited by a prosperous and ed-

ucated people, who are justly proud of the result of

their toil and enterprise. Mr. Kiskadden did much

for the good and advancement of the count}', and

though at first he purchased but forty acres of land,

he added to his possessions until he had a fine farm

of one hundred and sixty acres. This he improved

and tiled. The first tile that was ever laid in the

First Drainage District was laid on his farm. In

1887, he removed to Oilman, where his home has

been since.

Politically, Mr. Kiskadden was a Whig before

the war, and has since been a Republican. Both

he and his wife are workers in the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, he being both Steward and Trustee

of Trinity Church of Oilman. Mr. and Mrs. Kis-

kadden had a family of three children: Cooper W.

died at the age of thirty-six unmarried. Mary

Ella is the wife of Milford H. Brinkerhoff, dealer

in musical instruments in Upper Sandusky, Ohio.

He is one of the prominent young business men of

that place and possesses excellent executive ability.

He also deals in sewing-machines and employs

seven commercial travelers. He is a shareholder

in the Ohio Thresher Works, a stockholder in the

First National Bank of ITpper Sandusky, President

of the Electric Light Company, and a stockholder

in the Oil and Gas Fuel Company of the same city.

It was Mr. Brinkerhoff who first suggested the idea

of sinking a well for gas in that locality. As we

see, he is one of tlie leading citizens of Upper San-

dusky and is highly respected throughout that com-

munity. Dr. Harry S., the youngest child of Mr.

and Mrs. Kiskadden, a graduate of the College of

Physicians and Surgeons, of Chicago, is one of the

leading surgeons of Detroit, Mich., and a specialist

in the treatment of rectal diseases. He married

Miss Sadie White and has two sons.

Mr. Kiskadden, whose name heads tliis record,

assisted by his worthy wife, has acquired all he

possesses by industry and good management. As

to all, reverses came to them, but our subject by his

determined will and strict attention to business,

combined with economy and perseverance, over-

came all obstacles, and has steadily worked his way

upward, while through all his honor and integ-

rity have remained unsullied. As the natural re-

sult, no one in this community ranks higher than

he in the esteem of all. For twenty-four years Mr.

and Mrs. Kiskadden have resided in Iroquois

County, and by their consistent Christian lives

have won a large circle of friends.

\||' OHN S. HARWOOD, who for sixteen years

has been prominently identified with the

business interests of Crescent City, claims

Indiana as the State of his nativity, his

birth having occurred in Wilmington, on the 21st

of January, 184'2. Jacob Harwood, his grandfa-

ther, was one of the pioneers of that locality, and

there Frederick Harwood, the father of our subject,

was reared to manhood. He married Harriet Pow-

ell, a native of Indiana and a daughter of James

Powell, also an early settler of the Hoosier State.

After some years' residence in Indiana, Mr. Har-

wood came with his family to Illinois in 1843, lo-

cating in Spring Creek Township, Iroquois County,

where he entered land from the Government and

developed a farm. He experienced many hard-

ships and privations which are incident to frontier

life during the first few years of his residence here.

He was a prominent and influential citizen and

was widely and favorably known in the county.

His death occurred about 1878. His wife survived

him for some years, and died in Crescent City in

April, 1892, at the advanced age of eighty.

J. S. Harwood is the fourth in order of birth in a

family of five sons and two daughters who grew to

maturity. The eldest, James, is a resident fanner of
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this county; A. J. makes his home in Crescent City;

Zurilda is the widow of Sidney Wilson, also a resi-

dent of Crescent City; John S. is the next younger;

Mrs. Mary Meyers and Lewis C. also live in Cres-

cent Cit3'; E. M. makes his home in the same place,

and is an extensive poultrj' dealer of the county.

We now take up the personal historj' of the gen-

tleman whose name heads this record. Reacquired

a good education, which has been greatly supple-

mented by the knowledge gained through experi-

ence and observation after arriving at man's estate,

lie began earning his livelihood as a farmer, and

carried on agricultural pursuits for about ten j'ears,

when lie came to Crescent C'ity, where he has cai'-

ried on business almost continuousl}' since. He is

now engaged in the mercantile business. Mr.

Ilarwood possesses good judgment, is sagacious

and far-seeing, and bj' his well-directed efforts and

enterprise he has won success.

On the 8th of Januar3% 1872, in Hermitage,

Hickory County. Mo., Mr. Harwood was united in

marriage with Miss Anna Johnston. The lady is

a native of the Kevstone State but was reared in

Iowa and Missouri. Two children grace this

union: Ina M. aids her father in the store and

also in making out the Assessor's books; and Er-

nest is at home. They also lost two children in

early childhood: Harry, who died at the age of

four years; and Gertie, who died at the age of two.

Mr. Harwood exercises Lis right of franchise in

support of the Democratic party, with which he

has affiliated since he cast his first vote for George

B. McClellan. He takes quite an active part in

political affairs, and has been honored with a num-

ber of public oflices of trust. He was elected

and served as Justice of the Peace for fourteen

consecutive years, and is at present holding that

office. For twelve years he filled the position of

Town Clerk. In 1864 he was appointed Postmas-

ter of Crescent City, and held the office three years,

when he resigned. He was then appointed to that

position under President Cleveland, serving for

two and a-half years. In 1890 he was elected Cor-

oner and has received the nomination for a sec-

ond term. For four j'cars he has served as Asses-

sor, and the prompt and able manner in which he

has discharged every public duty has won him high

commendation. He has never yet failed of elec-

tion when nominated for an office, a high proof of

his popularity and the appreciation which his fel-

low-townsmen have of his worth and ability. "Esq.

Harwood," as he is called, is a member of the Mod-

ern Woodmen, and is now Venerable Counsel of

the Lodge. His wife and daughter hold member-

ship with the Methodist Episcopal Church. Dur-

ing nearly his entire life, he has made his home in

this county and is one of its honored and highly

respected citizens. His life has been well and

worthilj' passed and in many respects may serve

as an example to others. He has steadily worked

his wa}' upward and now holds an enviable posi-

tion in the esteem of his fellow-townsmen.

\|T=^OBERT CHANDLER ALLEN, editor and

iWr publisher of the Gilnian Star, is a native of

« ^^ ill'''*™*P*^'"t' Ind., where he was born on

the 17th of .January, 1860. When but six

months old he was brought ty his parents, James

H. and Laura C. Allen, to Iroquois County. He
became a resident of Oilman when about seven

years old, and this place has been his home almost

continuously since that time. After attending the

Oilman schools, Mr. Allen spent three ^ears in the

State University at Chamiiaign, and subsequently

entered the Union College of Law in Chicago,

from which he was graduated in 1882. Believing

the West offered better opportunities to young

men starting in life, he went to Huron, S. Dak.,

where he spent a year and a-half in the real-estate

business.

Returning to Oilman, Jlr. Allen purchased, in

1884, the Oilman Star, which was established in

1868 by Ed Rumley. Mr. Rumley had been con-

ducting the lievieiv at Onarga, and the citizens of

Oilman offered him a bonus to come to Oilman and

start a paper, which he did, giving the new paper

the title of the Star. The Star has never changed

its name or principles, it having been conducted

as an independent paper, devoted to the welfare

and best interests of this section. Havinijrun the
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paper until 1880, Mr. Rumley sold itto J. J. Coon,

who continued its publication until 1884, since

whicii time Mr. Allen has been editor and pub-

lisher. The Slar is a well-edited and interesting

paper, and takes rank among the leading newspa-

pers of the county.

Mr. Allen was united in marriage in Gilman on

the 20th of September, 1886, with Miss Jennie,

daugiiter of .John and Kate Lash, of Onarga, of

which village Mrs. Allen is a native. The home

of our subject and his wife has been blessed with

one child, James L. Mr. Allen is a member of

tlie ]Masonic order, and his wife belongs to the

Methodist Episcopal Church. They are estimable

people and move in the best society that Gilman

affords. Their home is the abode of hospitality

and thej^ number many friends in this vicinity.

fOHN O'NEILL is -a leading farmer of Che.

banse Township and owns a farm on sec-

tion 11. He is a native of the Emerald

^^ Isle and was born in County Limerick

on the 24tli of June, 1835. lie is a son of Law-

rence and Nancy (Halpin) O'Neill, both of whom
were also born in Ireland. The fatber with his

family emigrated to the United States in 1849, first

settling in the State of New York, in Orange

County, where they resided a few years. In 1853,

they came Westward and spent a few months in

Milwaukee, and a couple of months in Chicago.

From there the3' went to Monee, 111., where they

lived for abouta year, when, coming to this county,

they located in Chebanse Township. Mr. O'Neill

and his sons worked upon the Illinois Central

Railroad for two or three years. In 1856, the

father pre-empted one hundred and sixtj' acres of

land where his son now resides and settled upon

the place about two years later. This was entirely

uncultivated and he devoted himself to making a

good and fertile farm of the same, lie resided

upon that property until his death, which occurred

March 1, 1876. He was one of the honored

pioneers, was an enterprising man, and helped very

materiall}' iu the development of the county. His

wife passed away several years previous to the

death of her husband.

John O'Neill is the only son of a family of four

children who grew to mature years. The eldest,

Mar^', is the wife of John Ryan, of Chicago; Jo-

hanna is the wife of Pat Re3'nolds, whose sketch

appears in this volume; and Bridget is now de-

ceased.

Our subject came to this countr}' with his par-

ents when a lad of fourteen years, grew to man-

hood in this county, and remained with his father

until the latter's death. After arriving at mature

years he took charge of the farm and business and

relieved his father of the care and anxiety attend-

ing the supervision and cultivation of a large

farm. AVIien younger he engaged in breaking

prairie for the neighbors, and was quite active in

the earlj' development and settlement of the

county. He is one of the honored pioneers and

has seen the march of civilization and progress

going steadily forward in this section. From a

wilderness and almost limitless prairie, with

scarcely a building upon it as far as the eye could

reach in anj* direction, it has been transformed as

the 3-ears have passed by to its present condition

of cultivated land and comfortable farm houses,

thriving villages and network of railroads.

February 9, 1869, Mr. O'Neill was united in

the hoh' bonds of matrimony with Miss Bridget

Fogert3-, who was born in Ireland, April 15, 1847,

and came when a child of two years to this coun-

try with her father, Edward Fogerty. He settled

first in Wisconsin and there Mrs. O'Neill passed

her girlhood daj's. By this union there are nine

children living: Edward received a good educa-

tion and is a successful teacher in this count}-. He

has also taken a commercial course at the Bryant

& Stratton Commercial College, of Chicago, and

just previous to taking up that course held a

position in that city; Nellie is at home; Thom.as

assists his father upon the home farm; John P.,

Willis H., Anna, David, Luc}' and Mary Catherine

are still under the parental roof and are receiving

good educations. Four children died in early

childhood.

Since becoming a voter, Mr. O'Neill has alliliated

with the Democratic party. He has never aspired
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to office but has given his time and attention to

his farm and business interests. He is a friend to

eduL-ation and public schools. Mr. O'Neill and

his family are members of the Clifton Catholic

Church.

The farm of our subject, which consists of one

hundred and sixty acres, is located just outside

of the corporation limits of the town of Clifton

and is all well improved and valuable property.

He has erected upon it good buildings and a sub-

stantial residence, and his fertile fields yield to him

a golden tribute for his years of care and cultiva-

tion. He has spent almost his entire life in this

county and is esteemed as a man of upright char-

acter. The man}' friends whom he has made dur-

ing his long residence in this portion of the

county will be pleased to read this brief tribute to

so wortiiv a man as John O'Neill.

f
ACOB H. HAKE is a merchant and farmer of

Pittwood, Martinton Township, and is the

sou of J. \V. Hare, a native of the Ke^'stone

State, who was born March 20, 1808. His

father, Witmer Hare, was born in (Tcrmany. The

father removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio about

the year 1817, settling in Stark Count}-, then a

wilderness. The grandfather was a mechanic and

worked at cabinet-making. J. W. Hare grew to

manhood and married Lydia Hommon, a resident

of Stark County, and a native of Pennsylvania.

After his marriage, he engaged in merchandising,

carrying on a country store for about five years.

He then located on a farm, and for a few years en-

gaged in agricultural pursuits. In the fall of 1848,

he removed to Indiana, settling in Allen County,

where he opened up a farm in what was then a

wilderness. There he lived until 1885, when he

sold his property and joined his son, our subject,

in Irotpiois County, where he resided until called

away b}' death in November, 1889. During the

last years of his life he was blind. His wife still

survives him, a hale and hearty lady of eighty-one

years. She is now living with our subject.

Jacob H. Hare is the voungest of two children.

His sister Barbara is the wife of George lliser, who

resides in Allen County, Ind. He grew to man-

hood on the farm, receiving good common-school

advantages, and his education was completed at

the Ft. AVayne Seminary. After completing his

education he went on the road as a traveling sales-

man. This he did for about five years, traveling

through Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Iowa.

Mr. Hare was married at Lansing, Mich., on the

20th of February, 1862, to Miss Elizabeth C.

Keeler, who was born in Ohio, and grew to woman-

hood in Hancock County. She was a daughter of

Joseph Keeler, of that State. ^Irs. Hare departed

this life on the 12th of July, 1882. Mr. Hare was

again married, in the fall of 1883, this timetoMis.<i

Lou Brandenburg, a native of this State and county,

who was here reared and educated. She is a daugh-

ter of Enoch and F^lizabetli Brandenburg. Their

home has been blessed with two children, Floyd J.

and Fay C.

In 1863, Mr. Hare removed West to Illinois, and

settled iu Ford County, near Cabery, purchasing a

piece of prairie land which he opened up, and on

which he made many improrements, including

buildings and fences. This land he farmed for

several years, and then, having sold it, he removed

to Melvin, where he engaged in the drug and gro-

cery business for three years. He then clerked for

some eight years for A. P. Gould. During his

residence at Melvin, he purchased a farm which

was located in Middleport Township, in Iroquois

County. To this he removed in 1883, and has

since carried on farming here. He has a farm of

eighty-two acres of well-cultivated land, on which

is SI good residence, two good barns and two arte-

sian wells, which furnish abundance of water for

all purposes. On his farm is also a fine young

bearing orchard. In 1888, Mr. Hare bought out

and established business at Pittwood, and has en-

gaged in the mercantile line, carrying a fine stock

of groceries, clothing and notions. He has an ex-

tensive and well-established trade in this locality.

In 1889, he removed to the village and now de-

votes his time to his business here and his farming

interests.

Mr. Hare is a Repul)lican, in politics, though

casting his first ballot for Ste|)hen A. Douglas. He
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has since voted for the nominees and principles of

the Republican party. He has held a number of

local official positions of honor and trust, and has

fulfilled the duties of each with fidelity and credit.

B'or five consecutive j^ears he served as Assessor of

Rogers Township, Ford Count}-, and for four years

acted as Constable. He has always given his

hearty support to public schools and the interests

of general education, and has served as a member

of the School Board. For about thirty j-ears he

has been a resident of Illinois, and in both Ford

and Iroquois Counties is recognized as one of the

most enterprising and public-spirited of their citi-

zens. He is a man of sterling integrit}*, and has

won for himself a wide circle of friends.

)EN.JAMIN FRANKLIN WELCH, the pop-

ular and widely-known host of the Welch

Hotel, who has carried on business in this

line in Sheldon since 1889, is a native of

White County, Ind. He was born on the 13th of

October, 1856, and is a son of James and Priscilla

(Simons) Welch. His father was a farmer by oc-

cupation and followed that business during the

greater part of his life. About 1840, he removed

to Indiana, and in the Hoosier State spent the re-

mainder of his days. He was twice married and

had a family of thirteen children, our subject be-

ing the youngest and the only child of the second

union. His parents are both now deceased.

Our subject spent the daj^s of his boyhood and

youth quietly in his parents' home. He received

his early education in the common schools and

afterward entered the Monticello College, from

which he graduated. He has been a resident of

Sheldon since 1880, when, at the age of twent}'-

four years, he came to this place and embarked in

the restaurant business, which he followed success-

fully for about six j'ears, enjoying an excellent

patronage. He then determined to engage in

other pursuits, and, selling out, he opened the Welch

Hotel in 1889. He lias since operated it and is do-

ing a prosperous business. The hotel is very ad-

vantageously situated near the intersection of the

Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and the Toledo,

Peoria & Warsaw Railroads, and is kept open daj^

and night. It is a flrst-class hotel, complete in all

its appointments, and has found favor with the

traveling public.

The marriage of Mr. Welch was celebrated

November 19, 1884, the lady of his choice being

Miss Nellie N. Luckey, daughter of John and Re-

becca Luckey, both of whom were natives of Illi-

nois.. By the union of the young couple have

been born three children, two sons and a daughter,

as follows: Etta May, Charles Ray and Herchal

D., the babj' of the home.

In his social relations, Mr. Welch is a member of

Paragon Lodge No. 339, K. P., and his polit-

ical sentiments accord with the principles of the

Democrac}'. He takes an active interest in public

affairs and is a progressive citizen who does all in

his power to aid in the upbuilding of the commun-

ity and the promotion of its worthy enterprises.

He has now made his home in Sheldon for twelve

years and is widel}^ and favorably known, and it is

with pleasure that we present to our readers this

record of his life, which has been well and worth-

ily spent.

)
RADFORD J. WAlvEMAN, proprietor of

tiie Rural Nurserj'^ of Chebanse, 111., has

spent his entire life in this State and is a

representative of one of its honored pioneer

families. He was born in Du Page County, on the

15th of January, 1840, and is the only child of

James C. and Mary P. (Kent) Wakeman, both of

whom were natives of tiie Empire State. When a

3'oung man, Mr. AVakeraan came to the West and

enlisted in the Black Hawk War, as a member of

the Fifth New York Dragoons. In 1832, he went

to Chicago, when that large city contained only

three buildings. He was in the Government em-

ploy for three 3'ears and helped to make the survey

of Wisconsin up to Green Bay. Locating in Du
Page County, he took up Government land, and for

a term taught the only school in Chicago and that
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was kept in a log schoolhouse. A 3'ear previous to

this he was a sailor on the Lakes. At length he

fiiltivated and improved his farm in Du Page

t'ounty, and upon it reared his family and there

spent the remainder of his life. His death occurred

ill 1875. Jlr. AVakeman established a cemetery in

tliis county and purchased a tract of land in 1866.

His remains were interred in Evergreen Cemetery.

He was one of the honored pioneers of Illinoisand

witnessed the growth of the State from a wilder-

ness to its position of prominence in the Union. He

was married in Du Page County to Miss Kent,

(laughter of Trumbull Kent. Her death occurred

in 1843, after which Mr. Wakeman was a second

time married.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-

ject, who was reared to manhood amid the wild

scenes of frontier life, spending the days of his

boyhood and youth upon his father's farm. He

remained at home until he had attained his majority.

His education was acquired in the common schools,

but his privileges were quite limited. After the

breaking out of the late war, he responded to the

cciuntry's call for troops, enlisting in 1861 as a

member of Company B, Thirtj-third Illinois In-

fantrj'. He served for a tliree-^-ear term, and on

its expiration he enlisted as a veteran and con-

tinued as one of the defenders of the Old Fl.ag

until after the close of the war, when he was

honorably discharged in Springfield, November

15,1865. He entered the service as a private but

his bravery and meritorious conduct on the field of

battle won him promotion and he was mustered

out with the rank of ^lujor.

Our subject parlicijiated in many important en-

gagements, including the battles of Frederickstown,

Pea Ridge, Little Rock, Cotton Plant. Ft. Esper-

anda, the Red River expedition, the battles of Ft.

Morgan, Spanish Fort, Ft. Blakely, Selraa, Ala., and

the sieges of Vicksburg and Jackson. He also met

the enemy in the engagements at Champion Hills,

U.aymond, Port (Gibson and Black River Bridge,

Miss. He received several flesh wounds and car-

ries a number of honorable scars. He was always

found at his post, faithful to his duty and to the

Stars and Stripes.

When the war was over, yiv. Wakeman returned

to his home in Du Page County. The following

year he came to Iroquois County and located in

Chebanse, where for a quarter of a century lie has

made his home. He is numbered among the early

settlers of this locality and has borne a prominent

part in its upbuilding and advancement. He
bought eighty acres of raw prairie land adjoining

the corporation limits of this city, and thereon has

since made his home. With characteristic energy

he began its development. He broke the land,

fenced it, erected good buildings and now has one

of the finest improved places in this part of the

county. His home is a commodious and substan-

tial residence, there are good barns and outbuild-

ings and the place presents a neat and attractive

appearance. Soon after locating here, Mr. Wake-

man set out nurseiy stock, and has since been ac-

tiveh' engaged in operations in that line. The
entire place is now used as a nursery and he is now
doing an extensive and constantly increasing busi-

ness. He has several salesmen on the road taking

orders.

On the •24th of December, 1867, Mr. AVakeman

was united in marriage with Miss Ettie A. Root, a

native of Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and a daugh-

ter of Nathan Root, one of the early settlers of

this county. Five children have been born of

their union, the eldest of whom, Mary A., a young
lady, is successfully engaged, in teaching, hav-

ing excellent ability in this direction; Lena E. is a

graduate from a school of stenograph}' and type-

writing; Grace M. is at home; George B. and Oliver

P. are still under the parental roof. The family

circle 3'et remains unbroken and the children all

yet live at home.

Mr. AVakeman is identified with the Repuljlican

party, having been a stanch advocate of its prin-

ciples since he cast his first Presidential vote for

Gen. Grant. He has never been an aspirant for the

honors or emoluments of public office, but for two

years served as u. member of the School Board and

the cause of education finds in him a warm friend.

He takes an active interest in everything pertain-

ing to the welfare of the community and does all

in his power for its upbuilding. Socially, he is a

member of Chebanse Post No. 293, G. A. R., and

has been its Commander since its organization. !Mrs.
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Wakeman and four of the children hold member-

ship with the Methodist Episcopal Church of Che-

banse. This family is one of prominence in Ihc

community and its members are widely and favor-

ably known. Mr. Wakeman is a man of upright

character and sterling worth and has won universal

confidence and high esteem during his twenty-five

years' residence in this county.

j^.4..5..}.j-^^.j..5..5..5.^

.•i*^i®^•{••J

jyt-^ IRAM W. LAWHEAD, a leading photogra-

lirjl) ]iher of Onarga, who for twenty-six years

i^y^ lias successfully engaged in business in

(^J this place, was born on the 4th of June,

1841, Holmes County, Ohio, being the place Of bis

birth. His parents, James and Jane (Boyd) Law-

head, were also natives of the Buckeye State.

Their family numbered four children, three sons

and a daughter, namely: Amanda, Hiiam W., Al-

ford and Robert. About 1844, James Lawhead

left Ohio, and, with his family, came to Iroquois

County, locating first in Middleporl, where he

spent about a year. He then removed to the

country, settling near Plato, about eight miles

northwest of Watseka, and tliere engaged in the

practice of the medical profession, for he was a

physician a sliort time. His death occurred soon

afterward. A few j-ears later, his widow became

the wife of Joseph Smith, a farmer residing near

Watseka. After residing in that localitj- for a few

years, they went to a farm near Sugar Island,

about eight miles south of Kankakee. By this

union was born one child, Samuel B. Smith. The

parents are both deceased. Mr. Smith depaited

tills life in 1874, and Mrs. Smith was called to the

home beyond on the 4th of Ma}', 1876.

lliram W. Lawhead, whose name heads this rec-

ord, acquired his education in the common schools

of Illinois, for he was only about three years old

when his parents came to this State. When he

looked about him in choice of a profession or oc-

cupation which he wished to make his life work,

he determined to take up photography, and to fit

himself for the art he entered a gallery in Kanka-

kee. He supplemented his study there by work in

Chicago, after which he embarked in business for

himself. In 18G6, he came to Onarga, reaching

this place on the 6th of June, and at once opened a

l)holograph gallery. From the beginning, his trade

has constantly increased until he now enjoysa lib-

eral patronage.

Mr. Lawhead is a member of the IMethodist

Episcopal Church, and in his political atfilialions

is a Prohibitionist. The cause of temperance finds

in him a warm advocate and he votes with the

party which embodies his principles along that

line. He is a friend to all educational and moral

interests and is a valued citizen of the community,

giving his support to everything calculated to

prove of public benefit or promote the general

welfare. As an artist, he occupies a prominent

place. His work is all done in first-class st3'le, and

by an earnest desire to please his customers, he has

built up an excellent business, which he well de-

serves.

'A felLLIE M. BOSWELL, a wide-awake and

\/\/l
enterprising young farmer of Onarga

\^y^ Township, has for manj' years been a resi-

dent of this county. He is a native of Indiana

his birth having occurred in Tippecanoe County,

on the 14th of March, 18.56. His parents are Will-

iam A. and Elizabeth Boswell,and a sketch of their

lives is given elsewhere in this volume. He was

reared to manhood under the parental roof, his

boyhood days being passed in his father's home.

He received good school privileges, being educated

in Grand Prairie Seminary of Onarga.

On the 25th of March, 1885, Mr. Bosweli led

to the marri.age altar Miss Kannie Mclntyre, of

this county, daughter of Leonard Mclnlj'rc. Their

union has been blessed with a family of two cliil-

dren, a daughter and a son, namely: Pensce, born

September 28, 1886; and Clark on the 24th of

August, 1887. The Bosweli household is a hos-

pitable one and the parents being widely and

favorably known in tliis community rank high in

social circles.
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Mr. Boswell now resides on a farm coutaiuing

tliree hundred and twenty acres of land, and his

home is ))lcasantly situated about tliree and one-

half miles southwest of the village of Onarga. He
IS an industrious and practical farmer and his place

is under a high state of cultivation, its well-tilled

fields and neat appearance indicating the supervi-

sion of a careful manager, such as Mr. Boswell is

known to be. He is a public-spirited and progres-

sive citizen, who manifests a commendable interest

in all that pertains totiie welfare of the community-

and its upbuilding.

IL^^^IRAM VINTON CROS.SLAND, who is ex-

r ji! tensively eng.aged in farming and stock-

J^j^ raising on section 28, vSheldon Township,

i^^' is a native of this .State, his birth having

occurred in ^Marshall County, 111., on the 29tli of

April, 1848. His parents, George and Julia

(Feazel) Crossland, were both natives of Ohio-

About 1838, they left their old home and emi-

grated Westward, locating in Marshall County.

On tlie discovery of gold in California, the fa-

ther, iio[)ing to gain a fortune, went to the Pa
cific .Slope, but lost his life there about a year

later. In 1852, Mrs. Crossland was again married,

l)ecoming the wife of Alfred Wright. She is still

a resident of Marshall Countj'. By her first mar-

ri.age she had two children, but the elder is now
deceased.

The subject of this sketch was reared to man-
hood in tlie county of his nativity. In its com-

mon schools he acquired his primary education,

which was supplemented by a collegiate course.

He has engaged in teaching for twent3'-three

years during the winter season and is a capable

and successful instructor and highly educated

man, who keeps well informed on all the current

events of the da\-. In the summer months he has

always followed farming, and was thus employed
in Marshall County for a number of years.

On the 6th of April, 1876, Mr. Crossland led to

the marriage altar Miss Cynthia L. Broaddus, a

native of Marshall Countv, and a daughter of

Christopher and Minerva (Hall) Broaddus. Her

father was a native of Virginia. He was born in

the Old Dominion in 1819, and died in 1871. In

his youth, he acquired a liberal education and be-

came a surveyor by profession. He was a Demo-
crat, and was a man whom the people honored

and respected for his strict integrity and sterling

worth. He married Miss Hall, who was born in

the Buckeye State in the j-ear 1828. She is yet

living at the age of sixty-four years, and now
makes her home in Champaign County, 111. Unto
Mr. and Mrs. Broaddus was born a family of nine

children, two sons and seven daughters, of whom
six are yet living at this writing. Mrs. Crossland,

of this sketch, is tiie eldest; and the other mem-
bers of the family are Helen, Jessica, Florence,

Marshall and Alice. Mrs. Crossland was born in

Illinois, May 16, 1847, and spent her maiden days

under the parental roof in Marshall County,

acquiring a very good English education in the

public schools. She has proved a valuable help-

mate to her husband, and is a lady of many excel-

lencies of character. By the union of our subject

and his wife have been born six children, but one

died in infancy. Two sons and three daughters

are yet living, namel^': George Marshall, Cynthia

Vinton, Viola, Hiram Edward and Julia Wright.

These are all 3et under the parental roof.

In the winter of 1888, Mr. Crossland, .accom-

panied by his family, left Marshall County and
came to Iroquois County, settling in Sheldon

Township upon the farm which he has since made
his home. He there owns and operates two hun-

dred and forty acres of valuable land, and, in ad-

dition to this, owns three hundred and twenty

.acres of farming land in Marshall County, which

is now rented. His well-tilled fields yield a golden

tribute to his care and cultivation, and the neat

appearance of the place indicates his thrift and
enterprise. Mr. Crossland has also engaged ex-

tensively in stock-raising and is numbered among
the prominent and progressive agriculturists of

the community.

Our subject and his wife are both mcinhcrs of

the Universalist Church, and Mrs. Crossland is a

member of the Woman's Christian Temperance

Union in Sheldon. Mr, Crossland is also a strong
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supporter of temperance principles and gives ex-

pression to his views on that subject by supporting

the Prohibition party. He has held the office of

Road Commissioner for nine consecutive years, was

Collector one term and served as Assessor for one

terra. He has ever discharged his public duties

with promptness and fidelity, proving an efficient

officer. He is a public-spirited and progressive

citizen, who is ever found in the front ranks of

worthy enterprises calculated to promote the

general welfare, giving liberall}' of his time and

-means to their support. He has led an upright,

honorable life and is highly esteemed throughout

the communitj'.

JERD WESSELS, a representative farmer

Crescent Township, residing on section

claims Germany as the land of his birth.

He was born in the county of Aurich, town of

Middels, Hanover, on the 18th of April, 1851, and

is a son of Frederick Wessels, who was also a na-

tive of the same locality. His father was a me-

chanic and worked in a brick yard, and also fol-

lowed farming. The mother of our subject bore

the maiden name of Gesche Reinholz, and was

born in Hanover. In 1869, Mr. Wessels emigrated

with his family to the New World and made his

first location in Washington, Tazewell Count}',

111., where he resided for a few years engaged in

farming. He then came to Iroquois County, lo-

cating in Ashkum Township, where he spent two

3'ears. He is now living a retired life in Crescent

City.

Gerd Wessels, whose name heads this sketch, at-

tended the schools of his native land and for two

3'ears was a student in an English school. He re-

mained at home until nineteen years of age, when

with the family he emigrated tr America. On the

20th of June, 1872, he was married to Miss Thede

Margaret vSiebels, a native of Hanover, Germany,

and a daughter of David Siebels. AVhen a maiden

of sixteen summers, she came to this country with

iier fatiier, who first located in Woodford County,

111. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wessels has been born a

family of eight children, as follows: Sena, now
the wife of William Lubben; Anna, Minnie, Lena,

John, Frederick, William and Matilda.

After his marriage, Mr. Wessels rented land and

engaged in its operation for about nine years, when

,

having accumulated some property', he purchased

an eighty-acre farm, upon which he now resides. He
has built upon the place a substantial residence,

good barns and other necessary outbuildings, and

made many excellent improvements which stand

as a monument to his thrift and enterprise. He
has also purchased an additional tract of forty

acres, adjoining the first purchase, and tlie valu-

able farm of one hundred and twenty acres now
yields to him a golden tribute in return for the

care and cultivation he bestows upon tlie land.

For a quarter of a century, IMr. Wessels has been

a resident of this county and is now widely and

favorably known. In politics, he is a Democrat

on questions of State and National importance, but

at local elections supports the man whom he

thinks best qualified to fill the position, regardless

of party affiliations. Himself and wife are mem-

bers of the German Lutheran Church of iSchwer.

We see in Mr. Wessels a self-made man, who started

out in life with no capital save a 3'oung man's

bright hope of the future and a determination to suc-

ceed. However, he has steadily worked his way

upward, and by his industr}', perseverance and

good management has acquired a comfortable prop-

erty and is now numbered among the well-to-do

farmers of Crescent Township.

Stl AZARUS STEELY, one of the early settlers

I
/?§) of Iroquois County, was born near Cliilli-

jlj—^ cothe, Ross County, Ohio, December 4,

1819, and is a son of David and Mary (Carothers)

Steel}'. At the age of twelve years, our subject

left his native State and went to Pickaway County,

Ohio, where he was reared on a farm and educated

in the common schools. In September of 1845, he

was married near La Fayette, Ind., to Miss JLaria

' Ermie. Mrs. Steely was born in Pennsylvania

and was a daughter of Christian Ermie.
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Mr. Steely engaged in farming in Indiana until

tlie fall of 1853, when he removed with his family

to Illinois, arriving in Middleport, Iroquois Count}',

on the 1st of September of that 3'ear. At that

place he located and engaged in the grocery busi-

ness and later in the manufiicture of lumber. In

1888, Mr. Steely started in the grocery business at

Watseka, but wasluirned out in 18S)0, since which

time he has not been in active business.

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Steely,

of whom four arc living, three liaving passed away

in childhood. Those living are .lames A., who
married Louise Simms, and is now living in Ne-

braska; Kuth, now the wife of Iven IJaile}-, of

AVatseka; Laura, who married Charles Fowler, of

Belmont Township, near Watseka; and Ida M., the

wife of E. W. Bishop, a sketch of whom appears

elsewhere in this work.

Mrs. Steely departed this life on the i)th of Sep-

tember, 1884. She was a member of the Society

of Friends or of the Quaker Church, and was held

in high esteem. Her husband belonged to the same

denomination. Mr. Steely has been a Republican

the greater part of his life, but of late years has

identified himself with the Greenback party. He
still resides in Watseka, wliere he is much respected

by all who know him.

Sl/_^ ON. ADDISON GOODELL,the senior mem- i

(if ji! ber of the firm of A. Goodell & Son, in-

l4\;j^ vestment bankers of Loda, 111., is one of

(^) the prominent citizens of this county. Ha
established business here in 1855, and has since

been connected with the leading interests of this

community. As he is widel}- and favorably

known, we feel assured that this record of his life

will be received with interest by many of our

readers.
;

Mr. (^oodellwas born near Mentor, Lake County,
,

Ohio, on the 16th of -July, 1822, and is the only ''

survivor of a famil}- of three children, wlio.se pa-

rents were Nathan P. and Hannah M. (Griswold) ^

Goodell. The father and mother were both na-
,

tives of Windham County, Conn., whence they

removed to Ohio, where they were among the

first settlers in the Western Reserve, now included

in Lake County. Mr. Goodell was a woolen manu-

facturer by trade, and in connection with that

business he carried on farming and milling. Pub-

lic-spirited and energetic, he took a prominent

and active part in all that pertained to the welfare

of the community in which he made his home.

Politically, he affiliated with the Whig, then with

the Free Soil, and afterward with the Republican

party. Both he and his wife were members of the

Christian Church. Sidney Rigdon was pastor of

the church to which they belonged, and when

Joseph Smith established the Mormon Church

there Rigdon succeeded in carrying all of his

church except Mr. and Mrs. Goodell over to the

Mormon Church. It was not uncommon for peo-

ple to receive written revelations from heaven in-

structing them what to do. One Orson Hyde re-

ceived such a communication, and in proof of the

fact exhibited it to Mr. Goodell, who in turn

showed him an exact copy of it. Seeing that Mr.

Goodell was the author of the revelation, and

knowing where unto such would lead, Joseph

Smith received a revelation that the earth would

drink Mr. Goodell's blood within a year. As this

sounded rather ominous, the father of our subject

was glad to sell at a round price and move to

Paiuesville, Ohio, where he operated the city flour-

ing mills until his death. He lived to the age of

sevent3^-six ^^ears, and his wife reached the age of

three-score years and ten.

Addison Goodell was reared upon his father's

farm in Northern Ohio, where, amidst the active

duties of farm life and in the district schools, he

laid the foundation of his future successful career.

After leaving the common schools, he spent some

time in the Western Reserve Teachers' Seminary,

held in the old Mormon Temple at Kirkland,Ohio,

and conducted by the noted educator, Asa 1).

Lord. At the age of seventeen, Mr. Goodell be-

gan teaching school. After following this calling

for four years in Ohio, he was attracted to Louis-

^'ille, Ky., and in that city was employed for two

years as a private instructor in the family of John

J. Crittenden. Returning; to the Buckeye State, he

ao
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then engaged extensively in the lumber trade,

making Painesville his headquarters. He owned
two vessels, one of which he built, and which he

used in carrying lumber from the ports of Michi-

gan, Ohio and Canada to markets in the East.

Disposing of his interest in tiie East, Mr. Goodell

came to Illinois in 1855, and in July of that year

located in Loda, where he again embarked in the

lumber trade. This business, however, was subse-

quently abandoned, as lie became interested in the

real-estate business and in negotiating loans on

farm lands for Eastern capitalists. The following

year he added the banking business. Mr. Goodell

is a man widely acquainted throughout this State,

and wherever he is known his reputation for hon-

esty and fair dealing is above reproach. Capital-

ists having learned this, readily entrust their in-

terests with him, and iiis business has grown until

now he handles more capital for other parties

than any other loan agencj'iii Eastern Illinois. For

thirty-seven years Mr. Goodell has been a loan

and investment banker, and it is said of him by

one who has been acquainted with his business

methods throughout these years, that during all

this time no investor has lost a cent, nor has a single

borrower been oppressed, but on the contrary

many men in this region owe to his aid arid en-

couragement the fact that to-day they own com-

fortable homes and are provided for life. But it

should not be thought that to financial interests

alone Mr. Goodell lias given his time and atten-

tion. The interests of Loda, its churches, schools,

etc., have all received a share of liis extended

liberality.

Before leaving Ohio, ]Mr. Goodell was united in

marriage with Miss Jane H., daughter of Sellick

and Mary V. (Yates) Warren, their union being

celebrated May 21, 1850. The lady was born in

Rensselaer County, N. Y., on the 16th of October,

18.30, being one of a family of seven children, of

whom four are still living. Her parents were

among the early settlers of Lake County, Ohio,

whitlier they removed in 1837, there spending the

remainder of their lives. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Goodell were born seven children, three of whom
(lied in infancy. Those living are Frances M.,

Warren 8.. Nathan P. and Bertha G. I'rances is
|

the wife of W. J. Strong, an attorney-at-law of

Chicago. Warren is the junior member of the firm

of A. Goodell & Son. Like his father, he is a man

of splendid business ability, and for a number of

j'ears has had the active charge of the business in-

terests of the firm, with which he is conversant in

every detail. He prepared for college in the boys'

academy at Albany, N. Y., but failing health caused

him to abandon the idea of taking a collegiate

course. To regain his strength and broaden his

mind by contact with other countries and people,

he spent a year traveling in Europe. Upon his

return, he pursued a course in a commercial col-

lege, and then became an assistant in his father's

office. In 1877, he was admitted to partnership,

the firm assuming the style above given. For a

wife he chose Miss Lucy M. Wendland, of Helena,

Ark., and they have a pleasant home in Loda.

Nathan P., the younger son, fitted himself for col-

lege at Greylock Institute, Williamstown, Mass.,

and in 1888 graduated from the Illinois State

University at Champaign. Subsequently, he read

law with Cratl3' Bros. & Ashcraft, of Chicago, and

with J. II. Moffett, of Paxton, 111. Upon examina-

tion, he was admitted to the Bar in September,

1891, receiving one of the highest grades in the

class. He is now attorney for the firm of A.

Goodell & Son, making a specialty of the examina-

tion of titles.

Mr. Goodell has witnessed and largely aided in

the development of this part of the State. When
he located at Loda, the surrounding country was a

vast' prairie, upon which scarcely an improvement

had been made. There was a small settlement at

Loda, but every so-called house was filled to its

utmost capacity. Not able to get board in the

neighborhood, he was obliged to take his meals in

Chicago. Coming out in the morning with a

lunch in his pocket, he would work all day and re-

turn at night. But the country has devcloi)ed

rapidly, and it is not too much to say that Mr.

Goodell's growth, financiall}- and otherwise, has

been commensurate with that of the country.

Politically, he is a Republican. He received his

political education from such men as Joshua R.

Giddings, Ben Wade and Thomas Corwin. Im-

bued with their political ideas, when the Kepub-
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liean part\' was formed to prevent the further ex-

tension of slavery, he at once joined its ranks.

Prior to coming to Illinois, Mr. Ooodell had never

voted for any Congressman except Mr. Giddings,

and b}' his first Congressional vote after reaching

this State he supported Owen Lovejoy, a more

radical Abolitionist.

Mr. Goodell has never souglit the honors or

emoluments of otlice, but his fellow-citizens, recog-

nizing his ability and trustworthiness, have called

upon him to fill important political positions. In

1861, he was elected to represent his count3Mn

the State Legislature. That was one of the most

stormy as well as one of the most important gen-

eral assemblies ever convened in the State. In

1870, he was chosen by the voice of the people as

a member of the Illinois Constitutional Conven-

tion, and how ably the men of that assemblage

performed their work is told by our present con-

stitution. Again, in 1871 and 1872, he was called

upon to represent Iroquois County. Besides this,

he has filled a number of local offices. In every

public position, he has served the people accept-

ably, and has ever received the highest encomiums
from his constituents. Hut it is in business affairs

that Mr. Goodell is a Napoleon, as his remarkably

successful career well illustrates. His course has

ever been marked by honesty, not because honesty

is the best policy', but because it is right. It would
be next to impossible to find another man in the

Slate who has done so extensive a loan business as

Mr. Goodell, and who retains the universal good-

will of those with whom he has had business

transactions.

^, 15SALOM J. WARRICK,;, liigliiy respected

J/ 11
"citizen of Sheldon, who is now manager

/// ll of the Farmers' Elevator, was born on the

^ 28th of November, 1840, in Fountain

County, Ind. He is a son of Samuel and Delia

(.Jenkins) Warrick, both of whom were natives of

Ohio. The father was born June 17, 1811, and

removed to Indiana in 1838. After fifteen years'

residence in the Hoosier State, he came to Illinois

in 1853, and cast his lot amid the early settlers of

Iroquois County. He is a carpenter by trade and

followed that occupation in pursuit of fortune un-

til coming to this county, since which time he has

been engaged in farming. Mr. Warrick has been

thrice married. Of the four children born of the

first union, our subject is the third in order of

birth and the only one now living. Nine children

were born of the second marriage and a family of

three graced the third. The Warricks come of a

long-lived ancestry. Samuel Warrick, the grand-

father of our subject, was a native of New York,

and reached the ripe old age of eighty-five years.

In the usual manner of farmer lads the subject

of this sketch spent the days of his boyhood and

youth. He was only thirteen years of age when

he came to this county. His education was ac-

quired in the common schools, and he remained at

home until he had attained his majority', when he

started out in life for himself, lie embarked in

farming and followed that occupation continu-

ously until his removal to Sheldon. He was a

successful agriculturist and a man of good busi-

ness ability.

In January, 1862, Mr. AV^arrick married Miss

Cynthia Iloagland, daughter of Charles Hoagland,

a native of Ohio. Unto them was born a family

of four children, as follows: John A., the eldest,

is a resident of Warren County, 111. He is a well-

educated gentleman who now follows the profes-

sion of teaching, bein^ employed as Principal of

the Roseville schools. He was united in marriage

with Miss Charity Cobb, a native of Indiana, and

unto them have been born two children, both

daughters: Madie and Stella. Addie, the second

of the Warrick family, is the widow of John N.

Cobb, and resides in Middleport Township, this

county. I5y her marriage she became the mother

of tliree children: Pearl, Robert R. and Jessie.

Mattie is now deceased. Maggie, who completes

the family, makes her home under the parental

roof. She has been one of the successful teachers

of Iroquois County, but is now attending school,

being a student in Valparaiso College. The family

is one of prominence in the community, and its

members, who are widely and favorably knf)wn,

rank high in the social circles in which they move.
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Since his removal to Sheldon in 1892, Mr. War-

rick has been the efficient manager of the Farmers'

Elevator, and has conducted the business to the

satisfaction of all concerned. In politics, he is a

supporter of Democratic principles, and socially,

he is a member of the Masonic fraternity and holds

the office of Secretary in the lodge to which he

belongs. He is an honored and respected citizen

of the community, ever found in the front rank

of any enterprise calculated to prove of public

benefit. His life has been well and worthily passed,

and his honorable career has won him the confi-

dence and good-will of all with whom he has been

brouglit in contact.

ERMAN CLASSEN is a retired farmer and

well-known merchant of Danforth. He was

born in Hanover, Germany, on the 4th of

January, 1827, and is a son of Clans F.

and Ellhe (Herman) Classen, both likewise of Han-

over. The father was a farmer and spent his entire

life in the Fatherland. He died at the advanced

age of eighty-four years, and his wife departed this

life when sixty-five years of age.

Our subject's early life was passed on the home

farm, engaged in assisting his father and in receiv-

ing such education as might be obtained in the

common schools. Desiring to seek his livelihood

in the New World, he started from Bremen in

the year 1854, taking passage in a sailing-vessel,

which was bound for New Orleans. The voyage,

which was of ten weeks' duration, was not a very

pleasant one, as they experienced a great deal of

very severe weather and high seas, and in addition

to this there was much sickness on board the ship.

During the trip, thirty-one deaths occurred among
the passengers, but the shi|) finally arrived safely at

its destination on the 4th of .luly, 1854. Mr.

Classen was one of quite a company who came from

the same neighborhood in the Fatherland. There

were about seventy-five persons, all friends and

neighbors, in the colony. From New Orleans,

they proceeded up the Mississippi first to St. Loui.s

and from there to Pekin, 111,, where they nearly

all located. Our subject went with the other

raemheis of the compan}' and started to work in

the city at da}' labor or any other lionest means

of obtaining a livelihood which came to hand. At

the end of about two years, with his carefully

saved earnings he purchased several wagons and

horses and engaged in the freighting and teaming

business. He also rented some land and carried on

farming to some extent for nearly five years, year

by year increasing his property and farming on a

more extensive scale. In 18(50, he went to Wood-
ford County, where he purchased a farm and ran

it for about three }-ears. He then traded that

property for a store building and an hotel in

Washington and removed to that place in the

spring of 1864. For the succeeding eight 3-ears,

he engaged in merchandising and in the hotel busi-

ness, in both of which lines he was quite successful.

In the meantime, he had purchased land in Dan-

forth Township and was the first of the German

settlers to own property here. His first purchase

consisted of a quarter-section. After he had dis-

posed of his Washington propert}', which was in

1871, he removed to Danforth and located on a

farm near that of Remmer Eden. On this farm he

made his home for about three years and then

rented it and removed to the village of Danforth.

He engaged in merchandising and was an active

business man for several years. He has also dealt

quite extensively in real estate and bought and

sold a large number of farms in Danforth and

Ashkum Townships. At the present time, he is the

owner of a number of farms, consisting of over one

thousand acres, all valuable and well-improved

tracts.

Mr. Classen married in Hanover Talka Smith,

who was a native of that city. Their union was

celebrated in the year 1852, and to them were born

two children: Lena, now living in Kankakee, and

Charles, a merchant of Danforth, whose sketch is

found on another page of this volume. Mrs.

Classen departed this life January 25, 1892, after

forty 3'ears of happy wedded life, and her death

was deeply mourned by many friends as well as

by her immediate family.

Mr. Classen has always taken an active part in

politics and uses his right of franchise in favor of
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the Democratic party in all national issues. His

first ballot was east for James Buchanan, and he

has since been a supporter of every nominee of his

party. In local elections, he prefers to deposit his

vote for tlie man best fitted to fill the position, re-

f gardless of partj- ties. Mr. Classen has never

asked for or accepted office at the hands of his

friends and neighbors, as he has preferred to turn

his whole attention to his business interests. He
has been a resident of Illinois for thirty-eight

years and has made his home in this county for the

I past twenty-one years. During his long residence

in this section, he has won the confidence and es-

teem of all, which he has well deserved by his up-

right life and honorable career. He commenced

his life in the New World without capital with the

exception of willing hands and natural business

ability and tiiriftiness, and has through his well-

directed efforts, enterprise and perseverance accu-

mulated a fortune and is to-day one of the large

land-holders of the county.

»?i^2.

U
ft C. SHORTRIDGE, Court Stenographer of

' the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit of Illinois,

^^ residing in Sheldon, 111., was born in Henry

County, Ind., March 18, 1834. His parents were

Elisha and Esther (Crumb) Shorlridge, the former a

native of Kentucky, and the latter of Pennsylvania.

On the paternal side the family is of Welsh descent.

The grandfather was a native of Walts, and in

Colonial days emigrated to America. He served in

the Revolutionary- War, aiding the Colonies in their

struggle for independence.

Sir. Shortridge, whose name heads this recoid,

is the j'oungest in a family of eleven children,

three of whom are now, with the mother, still liv-

ing. He attended the common schools during his

early youth, and completed his education in Beth-

any College, Va., at the age of twenty years. He
was now ready to enter upon his business career,

and in 1856 he secured employment with the Amer-

ican Express Company, in the western division,

with headquarters at Chicago, which jtosition he

held for four years. In 1860 he was united in mar-

riage with Miss MoUie Grim, daughter of Jesse Grim,

a native of Pennsylvania.

The same year of his marriage Mr. Shortridge

secured a position as commercial reporter on the

Chicago Tribune, and thus served until after the

breaking out of the late war. The blood of a Rev-

olutionary and 1812 soldier ran in his veins, and

prompted bj' patriotic impulses he responded to

the call for troops, enlisting as a member of Com-

pany I, One Hundred and Thirteenth Illinois In-

fantry- (Third Board of Trade of Chicago), in which

he served until the close of the w-ar. He partici-

pated in the battles along the Mississippi River,

until that great waterway was cleared of all ob-

structions, and the interior of the States adjoining

it submitted to the law as declared by the Consti-

tution. He was in active service the greater part

of the term. He received his discharge on the. 29th

of June, 1865. In the meantime he had been pro-

moted from a private to the rank of Second Lieu-

tenant, and served in that capacit3' during the last

fourteen months in which he was in the army.

After being discharged from the army Mr. Short-

ridge returned to his home and engaged in teach-

ing school a part of the time until 1868. During

that time he was a sufferer from hemorrhage of

the lungs, resulting from his army service. While

at the front he acquired a knowledge of shorthand,

and in the autumn of 1868 commenced an engage-

ment as a shorthand reporter. To this work he

has since devoted his time and attention, and is

now one of the otficial reporters of this district.

He has much natural ability in this direction, and

IS a very rapid and accurate writer.

To Mr. and Mrs. Shortridge have been born

three children, a son and two daughters: Ida, now

the wife of J. E. Crandall, who is President of the

First National Bank of Johnson City, Tenn.; and

Nettie and Paul. The latter two children are

holding positions in the same bank in Johnson

City, Tenn. Our subject and his wife are highly

respected citizens of this community, their many
excellencies of character having won them a large

circle of friends and acquaintances. In his politi-

cal affiliations, Mr. Shortridge is a Republican, hav-

ing voted with that party since he attained his
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majority. Socially he is a member of the Masonic

fraternit}-, .and also belongs to the Grand Army of

the Republic and Patriotic Order of Sons of Amer-

ica. He is a public-spirited and progressive citi-

zen, who takes an active interest in all that pertains

to the welfare of the community, and does all in

his power to aid in the promotion of those enter-

prises calculated to prove of public benefit. We
take pleasure in presenting to our readers this brief

historj' of his life.

j fa-" »

W^^EV. .TAMES PARKER FORSYTH, a min-

jl^*/ ister of the jMethodist Episcopal Church

iki \V now living a retired life in Sheldon,was born

\)(^j in Shippensbuigh, Cumberland County,

Pa., March 12, 1830, and is the j'ouugest of a fam-

ily of six children, four of whom are yet living.

The father, John Forsyth, was born near Aber-

deen, Scotland, in 1797, and at the age of nine-

teen crossed the broad Atlantic to America, locat-

ing in Pennsylvania, where he spent the re-

mainder of his life. He was a contractor in min-

ing and railroading, and was a successful business

man. He married Ruth McKnight, a native of

Pennsylvania, whose death occurred in 1842. He

died on the old homestead, in the Keystone State,

in 1849.

At eighteen, Mr. Forsjth left home to make

his own way in the world. He went to the west-

ern part of Pennsylvania, Armstrong County,

where he received an academic education, and

on the 6th of February, 1854, in that county*

was united in marriage with Miss Rosanna E.,

daughter of Jacob and Mary Mechling. She is a

native of the Keystone .State, as were her parents.

Two children were born of this union: Emma .J.,

now deceased; and Anna Dora, now the wife of

William L.McCloud, a resident of Sheldon.

Rev. Mr. Forsyth spent the first two years of his

married life in Vinton County, Ohio. For a year

he engaged in the m.anufacturc of charcoal, and

the second year was assistant manager of the iron

works owned by Stanley Bentley & Co. After

two years he emigrated to Illinois, locating in

Rock Island Count}' in 1856/ He there purchased

land and engaged in farming during the summer

months, while during the winter seasons he taught

school until the fall of 186.3. Mr. Forsyth had

united with the Methodist Episcopal Cluuch when

nineteen 3'ears of age in the city of Cumberland,

Md., and was licensed to preach in 1858, when

twenty-eight years of age. In 1863, he joined the

Central Illinois Conference, and his first a|)i)oint-

ment was the Essex and Round Grove Circuit, of

which he had charge for two years. That em-

braced portions of the counties of Kankakee, Will

and Ford. He then had charge of the churches

in Chatsworth and Forest for two years, and, dur-

ing the latter year, succeeded in securing funds

for the erection of the present Methodist Episco-

pal Church in Forest. In 1866, special efforts

were made throughout the Methodist Church to

raise funds for educational purposes, for this was

the centennial year of American Methodism. Rev.

Mr. Forsyth was appointed as agent bj- the Board

of Trustees to secure money for Grand Prairie Semi-

nar}^, and a fund of §22,000 was obtained. He

not oul}' secured the money, but also made many

friends for the institution which he represented.

In the fall of 1867, he removed to Watseka, and

was pastor of the church at that place for a year.

His services there were blessed in building up the

church and increasing its membership and also in

securing the friendship of many of its citizens.

His congregation requested him to continue longer

in Watseka, but he thought his work there was

done, and took charge of the churches in Loda

and BucKley. He built a parsonage in Loda and

carried much of the lumber upon his back. In

1870, he returned to Watseka, where he remained

one year, and during that time was appointed

financial agent for the Grand Prairie Seminary of

Onarga. In 1880, he removed to Sheldon, but in

the autumn of 1881 was made presiding elder of

the Kewanee district. Failing health compelled

him at the end of two j-ears to enter the superan-

nuated list, and in 1883 he returned to Sheldon,

where he has resided continuously since.

When Rev. Mr. Forsyth retired from work, a res-

olution was passed which stated that whatever the

church had asked him to do was done well. He
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has been actively engaged the greater part of liis

life in ministerial work. His career has been a

bus}' and useful one, and both by example and

precept has he led many to walk in the true way.

His life has been indeed well and worthily passed,

and wherever he has gone lie has won many
friends wiio will c\er liold him in kindly remem-

brance. He is one of Nature's noblemen, and it

is with pleasure that we present to our readers

this record of his life.

EDWARD R. JONES is a hardware dealer of

Thawville and a prominent business man

im— î of the place, who has been connec^ted with

its mercantile interests for a number of years. He

was born in New York City on the 2',(lli of

October, 1843, and is a son of William and Ann
Cecelia (Davis) Jones. His parents were both na-

tives of Wales but in early childiiood came to

America, crossing 'he Atlantic when about ten

years of age. They were married in this country

and became parents of two children: Ann Jlatilda

and Edward B. The father was lost at sea in

1847, and the mother, who long survived him,

died in 187G. The maternal grandparents of our

subject, who were also natives of Wales, came to

this country as early as 1833, and, locating in New
York City, the grandfather established a b(K)t and

shoe store on the Bowery, where he continued busi-

ness for a number of years.

The subject of this sketch acquired his education

in the schools of his native city and afterward

learned the hatter's trade, which he followed as a

means of livelihood until after the breaking out

of the late war, when, prompted by patriotic im-

pulses, he responded to the country's call for

troops in 1862. He was assigned to Company A,

Twentieth Connecticut Infantry, and faithfully

and valiantly served until the clo.se of the war,

when, his services being no longer needed, he was

honorably discharged and returned to his home.

Mr. Jones then located in Jersey City, N. J.,

and ran an express wagon from New York City to

Jersey City Heights for al)out two years. He was

next employed in Stevens' Battery Yard for

about two 3'ears or more. At length he determined

to come to the West and in 1871 made his way to

this State. For about three years he was employed

upon a farm near Onarga, III. In the meantime

he was married. On the 2d of October, 1873, he

was joined in wedlock with Miss Emma Hall,

daughter of Bishop and Maria (Pangborn) Hall, of

Onarga Township. Their union has been blessed

with four children, two sons and two daughters:

William Hall, Lillian, Sarah and Edward B.

On leaving the farm, Mr. Jones removed to

Onarga and learned the tinner's trade. In 1882,

he removed to Del Rey, where he established a

hardware and tin store, carrying on operations in

that line for a year, when he bought out a store in

Thawville and moved his Del Rey stock to this

place. Since that time he has resided continuously

in this place and carried on business as a iiardware

merchant. He has a full and complete line of tin-

ware and heavy and shelf hardware, and is doing

a good business.

In his political affiliations, IVIr. Jones is a Demo-
crat, but has never been an office-seeker; in fact,

has rather avoided office than sought it. However,

he served his fellow-townsmen for two years as

Town Clerk, and was also Postmaster of Thawville

for a term of two years. He is a man of good
business and executive ability, industrious and en-

terprising, and has achieved a well-merited success.

He is al-so a highly respected and valued citizen,

and his aid is never witheld from anj- interest cal-

culated to upbuild or benefit the community.

^ILL A. CROOKS, formerly the genial ed-

itor and proprietor of the New Era, of Ciil-

^^jf^J man, needs no introduction to the people

of that vicinity, for he is a native of Oilman, his

birth having occurred there on the 30tli of Jan-

uary, 1871. Tiiough he has just reached his ma-

jority, his experience is much more extended than

is common to young men of his age. His educa-

tion was acquired in the Oilman schools, in which
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he completed a course of study. Having spent

two terras in tlie public schools of Iroquois Count}-

as a tcaclier, he next turned his attention to other

pursuits. Journalism had ahvaj'S had an especial

attraction for him, and while yet a school boy he

procured an amateur outfit and learned something

of the printing business. His first effort in the

direction of publication was the Agassiz Associa-

tion Bulletin, a paper devoted to scientific subjects,

whose circulation he worked up to over four hun-

dred. His next undertalving was the publication

of a directory giving the names and addresses of

ornithologists, zoologists and taxidermists of North

America, which reached its second edition. In

January, 1892, he establislied the Danforth News,

and in June following engaged in publishing tlie

Neir Era, at Gilinan, a bright, newsy, seven-column

folio, which ranked well in comparison with the

leading local papers of the State. As its .young

editor is a Republican in principles, the political

cast of the paper may be readily inferred. His

venture in Gilman having failed to be a financial

success, he moved his business to North Kankakee

about the 1st of December, 1892, where he hopes

to be able to meet with better success in money

matters. Mr. Crooks is a wide-awake, energetic

and intellectual young man, and with time, and

experience it is safe to predict he wiil make his

mark in the line of his chosen calling. He is very

popular and has a wide circle of friends and ac-

quaintances.

m>^^<m^

eHARLES BROAVN is a well-known farmer

residing on section 7, Chebanse Township.

He is a native of Canada and was born in

Dalhousie, Lanark County, on the 4th of August,

1852. He is a son of John Brown, who was born

in Scotland in December, 1810, and emigrated to

Canada with his father, Charles Brown, in 1820,

At that, time the country' was a vast wilderness,

and they and a few others made a settlement in

the forest fifteen miles from any habitation. There

the father grew to manhood and was early inured

to the hardships and difficulties of pioneer life.

He there married Elizabeth Dobbie and engaged

in agricultural pursuits for a number of years, but

as that count}' was not adapted to farming lie

emigrated to Illinois in 1868 and settled in Iro-

quois County, on the farm where his son now re-

sides. He bought a tract of one hundred and

sixty acres which was partially improved and had

upon it a small house. This farm he proceeded to

develop and was quite successful in his efforts. In

1883, he removed to Herscher, 111., and resided

there for about three j'ears. He is now retired

from the active duties of farm life and is passing

his remaining years in Chebanse. Mr. Brown has

been twice married, his first wife departing this

life on the 19th of December, 1884.

Charles Brown is one of a family of four sons

and four daughters, who grew to mature years and

are all now living. He came to this State and

county when a young man of seventeen. He had

received good educational advantages in Canada

and also attended school here during a few winter

terms. He remained with his father until he

reached his majority and then started in life for

himself. Purchasing a team, he then rented land

here on which he raised two crops. He next went

to Kansas and bought land in Sedgwick County,

near Witchita. This tract was raw prairie land,

and this he held for about two years, after which

he sold at a fair price. He bought land near Shel-

don, 111., where he carried on agricultural pursuits

for some three years and then rented the old

homestead for some time, after which he sold

his proi)erty near Sheldon and purchased the

homestead in 1887. He has a valuable farm of

one hundred and sixty acres, all fertile and arable

land. It is located three miles from Clifton and

the same distance from Ashkum. It is a most de-

sirable piece of property and one of the best in the

county. He started to make his way in the world

without capital and has by his own labor and en-

terprise acquired a good property and home and a

comfortable competence. He is one of the thrifty

and well-to-do farmers of the county and has made

many friends during his long residence in this

section. He is considered a man of integrity and

upright character and is widel}' and favorably

known.
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On the 22d of January, 1880, Mr. Brown was

united in marriage with Miss Clarissa M. White,

the ceremony being performed in this county.

Mrs. Brown is a native of England and grew to

womanhood and was educated in Illinois. She is

a daughter of Thomas White, now deceased. Four

children of this worthy couple are now living:

.lolin David, Clifford Thomas, Charles Le Roy and

Raymond. They also lost one daughter, Mary

Mabel, who died at the age of four years.

Mr. Brown was formerly- identified with the Re-

publican party but of recent years has been an

advocate of the Democracy. He has never asked

for otlicial positions nor has he accepted the same,

preferring to give his sole attention to his business.

He is an interested friend of education, and ever

does all in his power to advance the best interests

and insure the prosperity of the community in

which he dwells. His duties of citizenship are al-

ways faithfully discharged, and to every measure

calciilateil to benefit the people, either socially,

morally or politically, he lends his active su|)port.

•^^

r^ ASIL F. COILOMB, a well-known black-

Lx smith of Clifton, w.is born in L'Eiable, Ash-

,/^^ J kum Township, Iroquois County, on the

'^^ 15th of August, 1862. His grandfather,

Xavia Coulomb, was a ship-builder b}' trade, and

was drowned in the St. Lawrence River, when the

father of our subject was a 3"oung child. After

the death of the grandfather, his widow and her

son removed to Kankakee, living in the vicinit\'

of L'Eiable until his mother's death. The father

of our subject, Frank Coulomb, was twice married.

Miss Basse being his first wife, and unto them two

children, Frank and Pomilia, were born. The

mother of these children died in tlie spring of

1859, and in 1861 Mr. Coulomb married Miss

Mary Durand, a native of St. John 's. New Bruns-

wick. Two children graced this union, our sub-

ject and a daughter, Nellie H. The parents emi-

grated to the United States about the year 1858,

locating in Kankakee, 111., where they became ac-

quainted and were married. The father of the

lady, Peter Durand, was a thrifty farmer and

accumulated consider.able property. His death oc-

curred in L'Erable in the ye&v 1888, he having

attained the three-score and ten years allotted to

man. His wife departed this life some ten years

previously. After a residence of about a year in

Kankakee, the father of our subject removed to

L'Erable, where he arrived in the spring of 1861.

For about two years, he carried on a blacksmith

shop, and in the fall of 1863 went to Danville,

where, on the 9tli of August, 1864, he met his

death in a sawmill. After her husband's death,

Mrs. Coulomb returned to L'Erable, where she

reared and educated her children. In 1870, she

was again married, becoming the wife of Isaac

Jarvis. Two daughters, (Teorgia and Edwardina,

have been born of their union. Mrs. Jarvis is still

living on a farm near L'Erable.

Basil F. Coulomb, whose name heads this record,

received a good common-school education, but

was obliged to enter upon the serious duties of

life at an eavly age. This prevented him pursuing

a collegiate course. He learned the blacksmith

and wagon-maker's trade when a lad and carried

on the dual business at L'Erable for about three

years. On (he expiration of this period, he sold

his shop and removed to Clifton, arriving here in

1886. He at once proceeded to establish a smithy

and wagon factor^', and now has one of the best-

appointed shops to be found in an}- country town

in Illinois. His industry and frugality have been

rewarded with signal success, and he has built up

an excellent trade, is the possessor of a pleasant

home and five lots in Clifton.

On the 2d of February, 1884, Mr. Coulomb led

to the marriage altar Miss Maiy D. Cailteux,

daughter of Francis and Mary (Elusett) Cailteux.

Unto this worthy' couple has been born a family

of four children: Edna, Frank, William and Her-

man.

Mr. Coulomb is a prominent citizen of the com-

munity. He is now serving the second term as a

member of the Village Board of Trustees and has

given good satisfaction to all concerned in the

discharge of his oflicial duties. In j)olitics, he is

not affiliated with any party, being independent,

as he prefers to cast his ballot for the one who in
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his estimation is best fitted for the position. Mr.

and Mrs. Coulomb are members of the Catholic

Church, and are much esteemed citizens of this

community.

:--t-v-*-^

' BRAM HOGLE, one of the honored pio-

neers of the county, and a prominent and

highly respected citizen, who is now liv-

f^y ing a retired life on his farm on section

12j Concord Township, where he owns one hun-

dred and fifty acres of land, is a native of Ohio.

He was born in Coshocton County, June 4, 1831,

and is a son of Michael and Rebecca (Noble)

Hogle. His paternal grandparents were natives of

Holland, and crossed the broad Atlantic to Amer-

ica about 1780. The father of our subject was

born in Virginia in 1781. He was drafted for

the War of 1812, but the war was over before he

began service. He was twice married, the mother

of our subject being his second wife. After his

first union he emigrated to Ohio in 1820. There

was a large family of diildren by that marriage.

In 1825, he was joined in wedlock with Mrs. Re-

becca (Noble) Cresap. She was born in Virginia,

in 1796, and with her parents removed to Coshoc-

ton County, Ohio, in childhood. B3' her first mar-

riage she had one child, who long since died.

The subject of this sketch is the third in order

of birth in a famil}- of five children, but one died

in infancy, and the sister, Luna, died at the age of

nineteen. The three sons grew to manhood and

were married, but Thomas L. died in Arkansas, and

his family are all deceased. Henry is now en-

gaged in farming in Vermilion Count}', 111.

Abram Hogle was a lad of fifteen years, when

with his parents he came to this county, locating

on the farm which is now his home. This was in

the spring of 1846. His father purchased four

hundred acres of land, upon which was a log cabin,

which still stands, one of the few landmarks of

pioneer days yet remaining. He at once began

making preparations to build a more comfortable

residence, but in June of the same year, he was

taken ill and died, leaving a widow and four chil-

dren. Abram immediately took charge of the

home farm, for his older brother began work else-

where, and in two years the latter had started

in life on his own account. It was tlie father's

intention to give his children good educational

advantages, but his death changed all his plans.

Our subject made the most of the opportunities

furnished by the district schools, but his home du-

ties prevented him entering college; however, by

subsequent reading, study and observation, he has

made himself a well-informed man. He succeeded

in getting sufficient education to begin teaching

at the age of twenty-one, and was thus employed

in Indiana and Illinois.

On tlie 13th of May, 1854, Mr. Hogle wedded

Miss Marj- Strickler, who was born in Page County,

Va., in the Shenandoah Valley, May 19, 1832, and

is a daughter of Henry D. and Catherine (Bru-

baker) Strickler. At the age of three years, she

was brought to this county by her parents, who
spent their remaining lives in Concord Township.

They lived together as man and wife for nearly

sixty-three years, and were laid to rest side by side

in Liberty Cemetery. The parents of Mr. Hogle

were also there buried. His mother resided with

him until her death, which occurred April 23,

1881. Had she lived three days longer, she would

have been eightj'-five years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Hogle began their domestic life on

the farm where they now reside, and the home has

been blessed by a family of seven children: Henry

S., who was born August 29, 1855, is now married,

follows farming in Concord Township, and has

also taught school several terms; Herbert N., born

November 15, 1856, aids in the operation of the

home farm; Rebecca N., born Deeember 19, 1858,

died on the 16th of August, 1860; Carrie, born

February 12, 1860, was the wife of Benjamin Win-

gard, a resident of Concord Township, and died

September 23, 1892; Flora, born November 23,

1865, is the wife of Alfred Yeagley, a resident of

Fowler, Ind.; Nellie, born March 1, 1867, lived

only a few hours; and Mina J., born December 4,

1868, died February 8, 1883.

In early life, Mr. Ilogle was a Wliig, and cast his

first Presidential vote for Winfleld Scott in 1852.
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In 1856, he supported Fremont, and has since been

a stalwart Republican. His fellow-townsmen, ap-

preciating his worth and ability, have frequentl}'

called upon him to serve in public positions of

honor and trust. For twent3--eight consecutive

years ho served as School Director, and then re-

fused to hold the office for the three succeeding

years, when his neighbors and friends so insisted

upon hira taking the position again that he served

for another four years. For three years he was

Justice of the Peace, and during that time there

was only one appeal taken, and his decision was

sustained in that instance. He served contin-

uously as Commissioner for nine years, and has

held the office altogether for fifteen years. For

three years he was .Supervisor of Concord Town-

ship, although the township is Democratic. He
was also elected Township Clerk, but would not

serve. His personal popularity and the high re-

gard in which he is held are attested by his fre-

quent election to public office. To those who know
him it is needless to .say that his duties were ever

promptly' and faithfully performed.

Mr. Hogle has been a great reader all his life,

and is especially well informed on the subject of

history. When thirty j'ears of age he was united

with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in

younger years was a prominent worker in church

and .Sunday-school. His life has been an honor-

able and upright one. True to every trust reposed

in him, he has the confidence and good-will of all,

and no man in the community is held in higher

regard than the pioneer and valued citizen, Abram
Hosle.

m^umj^s
ll^pRANKLIN COrOHENOUR, a representa-

iIt!!^'; tive farmer and stock-raiser, resides on

/1\ section 27, Concord Township. He owns

two farms of one hundred and twenty acres

each, and twenty-one acres of timber land, and his

possessions have been acquired throughout by his

own well-directed efforts. His entire life has been

spent in this county. He was born on his father's

farm in Concord Townshij), near where he now

lives, December 21, 1846, and is one of thirteen

children, eleven of whom grew to manhood and

womanhood, while seven are still living, and, with

one excei)tion, all are residents of this count}'.

Tlie i)arents were Abram and Elizabeth Ann (Will-

iams) Coughenour. a sketch of Avhom appears else-

where in this work. His father is still living and

is one of the honored pioneers of this community.

Franklin Congheuour, whose name heads this

record, was reared on a farm less than half a mile

from his present home. His education was ac-

quired in the district schools of the neighborhood,

which he attended through the winter months,

while in the summer season he worked liard upon

the farm, having labored in the fields since he was

old enough to handle the plow. He began to earn

his own liveliliood on attaining his majority, and

ere his marriage had purchased and made a small

payment upon one hundred and twenty acres of

land, his present farm.

On the 28th of March, 1873, I\Ir. Coughenour

was joined in wedlock with Miss Ellen Eastburn,

daughter of Jesse R. and Tabitlia (Critchfield) East-

burn, boi-n September 26, 1852, and who has spent

her entire life in Concord Township. They began

their domestic life upon this farm in the little log

cabin, which is still standing. There they lived

for about nine years, when their home was re-

placed b}' a more commodious and modern resi-

dence. In 1887, a good barn was built, other im-

provements have been made, and the land is under

a iiigh state of cultivation. In 1891, a second

purchase of one hundred and twenty acres was

made, and now a good farm of two hundred and

forty acres yields a golden tribute to the owner.

The iiorne has been blessed by the presence of

eight children, one of whom died in infancy. In

order ot birth they are as follows: Lena Etta,

born on tiie lOth of January, 1873; Jesse R., born

on the 3d of February, 1875; Franklin, born April

5, 1877; Margaret, born April 14, 1879; Thomas
Abram, born December 11, 1881; Ro}', born March

15, 1885; and Delia May, born August 29, 1886.

Mr. Coughenour exercises his right of franchise

in tlie support of the Democratic part}-, and his

first vote was cast in 1872 for Horace Greeley. He
has filled the office of School Director for a num-
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ber of years and was also Trustee for a few years.

He is a warm supporter of the public-school sys-

tem and expects to furnish his children witli good

educational advantages. For twenty-two years he

lias held membership with the Odd Fellows, be-

longing to River Lodge No. 58G, I. O. O. F., of

Iroquois. Mr. Coughenour is a representative of

an honored pioneer family of this count}', but his

own sterling worth is what has won him the high

regard in which he is held. He is a valued

citizen and an enterprising and progressive farmer,

and his well-spent life has secured to him the

esteem and confidence of all with whom business

or social relations have lirought him in contact.

\il AMES HEPWORTH is a prominent farmer

residing on section 32, Chebanse Township-

He was born in Lincolnshire, England, on

the 20th of April, 1825, and is a son of

Thomas and Maria (James) Hepworth, both natives

of the same shire. They reared their family and

spent their entire lives in England. .Tames Ilep-

worlh is the elder of the two brothers. The

younger, John Hepworth, is a retired farmer of

Kane County, 111.

Our subject grew to maturity in Lincolnshire

with limited school advantages, and is almost

wholly self-educated. When a young man he em-

igrated to the LTnited States, taking passage in a

sailing-vessel, the "James Wright," at Liverpool.

For six weeks and three daj'S he was upon the

broad Atlantic, and arrived in New York City in

August, 1850. From there he went to L'tica, N.

Y., where he obtained work in a brick-yard and

there continued until the sijringof 1853. He then

went West to Chicago, which was at that time a

small village and veritable mud hole. There he

remained for .about four months, working for the

Northwestern Railroad, and then, going to Geneva,

he engaged in teaming for the next thirteen years,

most of that time working for himself. He also

farmed a little near that place. In February, 1866,

he removed to Iroquois County and bought a tract

of raw prairie land, where he has since resided.

During the first years he experienced many hard-

ships and privations, and in addition the weather

was very unfavorable and the crops very light.

However, undaunted by these misfortunes, he ever

pushed forward with hope and energj- and well

merits the success which has crowned the efforts of

years. After the year 1869, his land yielded abund-

ant harvests in return for the care and cultivation

bestowed upon it, and Mr. Hepworth was soon on

the road to prosperity. He greatly improved his

place and built a large, substantial residence upon

it, and later added forty acres to his original farm,

now being the owner of one hundred and twenty

acres of fertile and valu.ableland. He commenced

life in America with no capital except a good con-

stitution, and has by his own labor, enterprise and

industry and the assistance of his estimable wife,

accumulated a good property and income.

In Utica, N. Y.,on the 29th of August, 1850, a

wedding ceremony united the destinies of James

Hepworth and Elizabeth Piatt. The lady, like her

husband, was born in Lincolnshire, England, and

is a daughter of Thomas Piatt, who was one of the

first settlers of Will County, 111. There are four

children bv this union: George is married and is a

farmer in Chebanse Township: Sarah is the wife of

Burt Miller, who also carries on farming in the

same township; Mattie, now at home, is a j'oung

lad}' of good education and has been a teacher in

this count}'; and Lizzie, who was for eight years a

teacher, is now the wife of Peter Nelson, an .agri-

culturist of Iroquois County.

Mr. Hepworth cast his first ballot, in the Presi

dential election of 1860, for Abraham Lincoln, and

since that time has ever been a warm supporter of

the principles and nominees of the Republican

party. He has never desired official positions but

has ever attended strictly to his business affairs.

For many years he has been a member of the

School Board, .and h.as always taken an active part

in the advancement of educational interests. Our

subject and his wife are members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church. For nearly two-score years, he

has been identified with the progress of this State

and county. Great credit is due him in company

with the other hardy pioneers who endured priva-

tions and hardships and established homes in the
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wilderness. They were the forerunners of prosper-

ity, education and civilization, and well deserve to

be chronicled as such, that all may read of their

lives, which have done so much for the opening

and development of tiic country.

Ip^ AMl'EL BROCK, a leading and inttuential

^^^ resident of Clifton, owns and operates a

'va^J^ farm of two hundred acres, although he

makes his home in the village. He h.as

lived iu tliis county' for a period of twenty-two

years, and his residence in this State dates from

18.^4. His life record is as follow?. His birth oc-

curred on the 7th of December, 1824, in Epwortli,

Lincolnshire, England. He is the son of William

and Catherine (Slandring) Brock. Their famil}-

numbered seven children, three sons and four

daughters. Five of these are now living, tiie two

eldest ones of the famil}- having died in fhigland.

Those surviving are Judith, Ann, Samuel, Hannah

and John T. Three of the children have located

in America. Ann crossed the Atlantic in 1852,

and two 3'ears later was followed by her brothers,

Samuel and John. They settled in AVill County,

111., the brothers working on a farm near Plain-

field.

He whose name heads this sketch received a

good common-school education, and upon arriving

at man's estate was united in marriage with Miss

Sarah Christina Brock, daughter of William and

Elizabeth (JIaudson) Brock. The two families,

though bearing the same name, were not related.

]Mr. and Mrs. Brock became the parents of seven chil-

dren, six of them being sons: William F. was born

June 12, 18.');"), and married .Miss Sarah Simrcl, of

Clifton, by whom he has one child, Edgar. He is

a farmer by occupation, and operates a tract of

land three miles from Clifton. George M., who

was born April 22, 1857, married ]\Iiss Harriet

Leggott, who is the daughter of Edward and Ann
(Piatt) Leggott. They are the parents of three

children, Arthur, (irace and Carrie, and make

their home in Cliflon. Charles C. was born on the

11th of November, 1859. Alfred L., born April

II), 1861, wedded Miss Anna Carron, and makes

his home in Clifton. The ladj- is the daughter of

Alfonso Carron. Richard IL, born Maj- 9, 1863,

married Miss JNIaiy Louise \'andervort, and they

too reside in Clifton. One child, Chauncey, graces

their union. Edith E., whose birth occurred on

the 17th of March, 1869, still resides under the

parental roof. Edgar T.,born December 14, 1870,

died on the 12th of April, 1879.

Mr. Brock engaged in agricultural pursuits for a

period of about sixteen jears in Will County, and

then changed his place of residence. It was in

1870 that he removed with his family to Iroquois

Count)'. He settled upon a farm comprising

eighty acres, which was situated three rriiles to the

northwest of Clifton, and thereon made his home

for eighteen years. In March, 1888, he came to

the village, but has not abandoned his farming in-

terests, still operating his farm, which comprises

within its boundaries two hundred acres. He-is a

good farmer, progressive and practical, and the

neat appearance of the place indicates his indus-

trious nature. On every hand can be seen the evi-

dences of the enterprise and supervision of the

owner, and his farm is a model one. He has over-

come all obstacles placed In his pathway in a man-

ner worthy of emulation, and well deserves the

success which he has achieved. Mr. Brock exer-

cises his right of franchise in favor of the Repub-

lican party, and is a lo3'al citizen of his adopted

country.

•'•^^•r- .^

ATRICK COLLINS is a prominent fai-mer

of ililk's (irove Township, living on sec-

tion 27. His birth occurred in Dublin,

Ireland, in May, 1820. He was a son of

Thomas Collins, who was born and reared in the

same part of the Emerald Isle and followed the oc-

cupation of fanning. He married Alice Nugent

and they became the parents of five children, who
were born in that countr}-. The father was a mem-
ber of the militia and lived to the age of seventy-

j
four iu his native land, his death occurring in 1852.
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That year the family emigrated to America and

went to Paris Hill, Oneida County, N. Y. The
mother diod at the home of our subject in Iroquois

County, when over seventy years of age. The fam-

ily is a long-lived race, her mother having readied

the advanced age of ninety years, at which time

she often walked two miles. The family have all

been faithful members of the Catholic Church. In

order of birth our subject is the eldest in his fa-

ther's family. Andrew is a farmer of Milk's Grove

Township; Thomas is a hotel-keeper at S|)ringlield,

III; Am}' and Alice are botli deceased.

Tlie boyhood days of our subject were passed on

a farm in Ireland, and his educational privileges

were of a limited order. At the age of twelve, he

was obliged to commence work, and remained at

home until coming to America in 1850. He sailed

from Dublin to Liverpool and there took passage

in a vessel bound for New York City. The voy-

age was of two weeks' duration. He went to Paris

Hill, N. Y., where he worked for eight j-ears upon

a farm in that neighborhood at $12 per month.

During the winter season he was engaged in

chopping wood. In 1858, he came Westward to

Illinois and carried on farming in Wilmington,

Will County, for some years. The year 1866 wit-

nessed his arrival in Iroquois County, at which

time he purchased forty acres of land on section 2.

The country was wild and but few houses were to

be seen on the broad prairie. His land was en-

tirely uncultivated and he turned the first sod

upon the place. He was industrious, enterprising

and frugal, overcoming the difficulties and priva-

tions of those early years with determination and

fortitude. His efforts were blessed with success,

and from time to time as his resources increased

he added to his original farm until he had two

hundred and forty acres in all. In 1883, he sold

that property and purchased his present fine farm

of three hundred and twenty acres of valuable

and well-tilled land, which yields an abundant har-

vest for the care and cultivation bestowed upon it

by the owner. When Mr. Collins landed in Amer-

ica he had but ten shillings in English money, and

has worked honestly and faithfully to secure a

livelihood and competence. He is now well-to-do

and deserves the success which he has achieved.

In Oneida County, N. Y., in 1857, occurred the

marriage of Mr. Collins and Miss Mary Gagen, a

native of Dublin County, Ireland, who came with

her parents to America when twelve j'ears old and

settled in Oneida County. Five sons have blessed

the union of Mr. and Mrs. Collins: Thomas assists

his father in the work of the farm; James is mar-

ried and carries on farming in Chebanse Township;

Josepli. Francis and Lawrence are still under the

parental roof. The tliree older children were born

near Wilmington, AYill County, 111., while the two

3'oungest were born at Reed's Grove in the same

county. The children have all received the ad-

vantages of a good education and are good farmers

and citizens.

Our subject, his wife and family, are faithful

members of St. John's Catholic Chureli in Milks

Grove. Mr. Collins is not an office-seeker in any

sense of the term, but is always faithful in dis-

charging his duties of citizenship. His first Presi-

dential vote was cast for J. C. Fremont, and in

1860 he voted for Douglas, and since that time

has been a stanch Democrat. He heard Lincoln

and Douglas in a debate, and has often served as a

delegate to the conventions of his party. For a

quarter of a century he has been a resident of this

community and the many friends he has made

since locating here will be pleased to read this brief

tribute to his worth.

fj/^_^ENRY JACOB SCIIRIEFER, a leading

If j) farmer of Douglas Townslup, residing on

/.4W^ section 28, claims Germany as the land of

(^) his birth. He was born in Ottendorf, Han-

over, September 18, 1844, and is a son of jMarch

Henry and Anna M. (Voschers) Schriefer, both of

whom were natives of the same province and there

spent their entire lives. They had a family of four

children: Henry, v,-ho is engaged in farming in

Douglas Township; Herman C, a resident of Will-

iamsburg, N. Y.; Henry J. of this sketch; and Will-

iam, who is engaged in fanning in the land of his

birth.

We now take up the personal history of our sub-
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ject. who was reared on a farm in the Fatherland,

and educated in the German language. On attain-

ing his majority he was called upon to serve in the

Hanoverian aiiny and took part in the war between

Hanover and Prussia, participating in the battle

of Laraensalza. After his return home, he de-

termined to seek his fortune in America. He bade

good-bye to friends and native land, and on the 1 1th

of April, 1867, boarded a sailing-vessel at Bremen,

which after a voyage of forty-five days dropped

anchor in the harbor of Xew York. Mr. Schriefer

at once came to the West and made a location in

Marshall County, 111., where he worked for a time

as a farm hand and then engaged in .agricultural

pursuits for himself.

Before leaving home, Mr. Schriefer was united

in marriage, on the 10th of March, 1867, with Miss

Anna K. Borchers, also a native of Ottendorf, and

with his young bride he sailed for this country.

Seven children have been born of tiieir union, as

follows: Samuel D., who died in his thirteenth

year; Emma, wife of Harm Ahrends, a resident

farmer of Dougl.as Township; Lizzie Mary died

December 6, 1892; Herman H., Anna R., IMina and

llenr}' Jacob.

In 1874, ^Ir. Schriefer came to Irocjuois County

and purchased one hundred and twenty acres of

wild prairie land, upon which not a furrow had

been turned. It was also entirely destitute of

improvements, and almost the entire locality was

under water. He has tiled the land and it is now
a desirable and valuable tract. Its well-tilled

fields yield to him a golden tribute, and the good

buildings and many other improvements upon

the place attest the care and supervision of a

thrifty- and progressive manager. As his financial

resources were increased, he extended the boundar-

ies of his farm, which now comprises two hundred

and forty acres; .Since coming to this county he

has engaged in agricultural pursuits and is now
recognized as one of the prominent and progress-

ive farmers of Douglas Township.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Schriefer hold memliership

with the Lutheran Church of Oilman, in which he

has served as Trustee. In his political affiliations

he is a Democrat but lias never been an office-

seeker. The cause of education finds in him a

warm friend, and he has done effective service in

the interests of the schools while serving as Direc-

tor. Socially, he is a member of the Order of

Druids. His life has been one of signal success.

When he came to this county he was 142 in debt

and had a family depending upon him for support,

but by his industr}' and the assistance of his esti-

mable wife he has acquired a comfortable compe-

tence and become one of the leading farmers of

the township.

l^OBERT FOWLER CUMMINGS, a promi-

Ikr nent citizen of Clifton and dealer in grain

AmV and lumber, is a native of Massachusetts,

his birth having occurred on the 17th of

June, 1848. lie is a son of Abel B. and Emily

(Fowler) Cummings, both of whom were natives

of Massachusetts. In 1853, they removed to Gran-

ville, Putnam County, 111., where the}' lived until

1856, at that time going to AVinona, this State.

There the
J'
made their home until 1864, when they

came to Clifton and resided for many years. On
the 26th of JMarch, 1888, the mother was called

to the better land, she being then about sixty-

eight years of age. She was a devoted wife and

mother, and left many friends to mourn her loss.

The father is still living and makes his home in

Marseilles, where he is engaged in the practice of

law. To Mr. and Mrs. Cummings three children

were born: Marion, Robert F. and Mary S. Our

subject is the only one of the family now living.

Robert F. Cummings received a good educa-

tion in the common schools, and supplemented

his training by a collegiate education in Winona
Seminary and Lake Forest Academy, being grad-

uated from the latter in 1866. After finishing his

schooling, our subject came to Clifton and entered

the employment of Cummings it Parmeter, dealers

in grain, lumber and general merchandise. At the

end of about a year, he went to Chicago and se-

cured employment with the firm of B. Fowler &
Co., grain commission merchants, and there con-

tinued for about the same length of time. He



790 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

next returned to Clifton and operated the grain

business of B. Fowler & Co. until tbe year 1870

with good success, when lie returned to Wenona
and engaged in the dry-goods business with E.

S. Fowler & Co.. in which firm he was the junior

partner. For the succeeding seven years he made
his home in that place and assisted in building

up a large and flourishing business. About fifteen

years ago, he again came to Clifton and entered

the grain and coal business, which he still follows.

He also operates the Wabash Elevator at Gihnan,

and an elevator at Chebanse. He is a member of

the firm of Cummings & Kent, lumber merchants

of Chebanse, and also of the firm of George R.

Ashman & Co., grain merchants of Oilman. For

a time he operated an elevator at Onai-ga, and

one at La Hogue, but has since sold out his busi-

ness in those places. He is also a large real-es-

tate owner, now being the possessor of thirteen

hundred acres of land in the neighborhood of

Clifton. In addition to all of his other lines of

business, he is interested in banking, and carries

on these various and diverse undertakings with

wise business sagacity and ability. He is enter-

prising and progressive in his methods, and pros-

perity has attended his efforts.

On the 6th of July, 1874, Mr. Cummings was

united in marriage with Miss Minnie A. Marston,

daughter of Sanford K. and .Sarah (Field) Mar-

ston, of Onarga, 111. To our subject and his

estimable wife have been born six children, five

of whom are now living: Lenore, Marion, Flor-

ence, Irene and Marston. Mrs. Cummings is well

known in musical circles, is a member of the Lj'ric

Club, of Kankakee, and has appeared in numer-

ous concerts of a high order. In 1889, our sub-

ject and his wife spent a number of months in

Europe, and had an enjoyable and profitable trip.

Sociallj', Mr. Cummings is a member of We-

nona Lodge No. 284, I. O. O. F. He is a stanch

and lo3'al Republican, and a supporter of that

party and its principles. His fellow-citizens have

often called upon him to assume the duties of

responsible positions, he having been a mem-

ber of the Village Board of Trustees of Clif-

ton almost continuously since his residence

here, and vvas President of the Board for about

four yeai-s. He has always discharged the duties

devolving upon him, whether as a private citizen

or an official, in a creditable and faithful manner.

Both he and his wife have a wide circle of friends,

who hold them in the highest regard.

e^+^1—=1
^^AMALIEL G. BAKER, watchmaker and

(II (—-. jeweler, is an old resident of Chebanse,

^^j|( having lived here for nearly- a quarter of

a century. His birth occurred in the township of

Waltham, near Ottawa, in La Salle County, on the

1st of .lanuary, 1863. He is a sou of John W.
and Catherine C. (Baker) Baker, who were both

natives of Washington County, N. Y. Their fam-

ily consisted of two sons and a daughter. Selby

S. married Miss Amanda Tallman, of Kankakee,

and to them have been born four children: Will-

iam S.; Imogene; Arthur, who died when two

3'ears of age; and Ethel. Mr. and Mrs. Baker now
make their home in Brookdale, near Chicago. The

second child, L. Anna, married Alvin P. Faile^', a

photographer of Manteno; they now reside in

Kendallville, Ind. Our subject completes the fam-

ily-

The father came to Illinois in 1858, settling in

Ottawa, wliere he followed the carpenter's trade for

a number of j'ears. He then purchased a farm in

AValtham Township, about five or six miles from Ot-

tawa, where he carried on farming until the fall

of 1865. He then sold that farm and came to Iro-

quois County, purchasing two hundred and eighty

acres of land in Chebanse Township, about a mile

and a-half from the village. This property now be-

longs to Messrs. P. C. Burke and Leroy Payn^, of

Chicago, and is now divided into two farms. Mr.

Baker lived upon his farm until the spring of

1869, when he removed with his familj' into the

village. After a residence here of about two

years, he went to Iowa and now makes his home

in Grinnell.

The education of Gamaliel G. Baker was ob-

tained in the public schools of Chebanse. After

completing his studies, he served for five 3-ears

at the cabinet-maker's trade, and then for three
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years followed the occupation of a painter. He
next opened a grocery store, and carried on that

business for about two years, when he sold out to

('. P. Beck. His attention was next turned to the

watchmaking and jewelry business, and he opened

an establishment in that line, which he is still car-

rying on. From a small beginning he has built

lip a good business, and enjoys the confidence

and friendship of his many acquaintances. He is

industrious and careful in his purcluases and in-

vestments, and has met with good success.

On the 13th of .January, 1892, Mr. Baker was

joined in matrimony with INIiss Grace L. Morri-

son, daughter of .lames K. and AngelineC. (Aborn)

Morrison, who are both natives of Connecticut,

and at the time of their daughter's marriage lived

in Otto Township, Kankakee County, about three

miles from Chebanse. Since casting his first bal-

lot. Mr. Baker has always voted the Republican

ticket. Although but a young man, he is quite

an old settler of Chebanse, and has a large ac-

quaintance in this part of the county. By his

characteristics of quiet perseverance and unosten-

tatious demeanor, he has won- the respect and

friendship of all, and is a good citizen, devoted

to tlie best interests of his fellow-citizens.

^f/_j^OWARD LYON, one of t

iT jV and progressive farmers

i£)^ ship, who owns and operr

(^i and ten acres of land, is

^(j_^ OWARD LYON, one of the representative

rs of Onarga Town-

rates four hundred

1, is one of the early

settlers of the count}'. He was born in Stock-

bridge, Windsor County, Vt., on the 1st of March,

1831, and is the son of Ani.asa and Polly (Barnes)

Lyon, both of whom were natives of the (!reen

iSIountain Staff. Four oliildren were l)orn iiiilu

them, throe of whom are living.

In the State of liis nativity, our subject s|)ent

the days of his boyhood and youth, and after at-

taining to mature years he was married, on the

22d of April, 18o6, to Mi.ss Betsy Brown, daugh-

ter of Robert Brown. In the fall of the same3'ear,

they removed to Illinois, settling in Iroquois

County, west of Onarga. In December, 1857,

37

while returning on a visit to her old home, Mrs.

Lyon was drowned while crossing the river at De-

troit, Mich. After the death of his wife, Mr. Lyon
remained for eighteen months in Vermont, and

then returned to this State, in the spring of 18.59,

locating on a farm four miles south of Onarga,

where he has silice resided. He had at first rented

a farm in connection with his brother.

On the 14th of February, 1864, Mr. Lyon was

again married, his second union being with ]\Irs.

Caroline Sanders, widow of Ricliard Sanders.

There were five children born of that union, all

sons: .James, born March 29, 186.5; Edward, Octo-

ber 17,1867; William, November 22, 1868; Perry,

December 1.5, 1869, and Robert, .July 17, 1871.

One is married, Edward, who wedded IMiss Sadie

Hiller, daughter of George and Mary Ililler, and

they have a little child, Howard. The mother of

this family was called to her final rest on the 12tli

of May, 1879. Mr. Lyon was again married, March

3, 1880, the lady of his choice being Mrs. Eveline

Libliart, widow of P. T. B. Libhart. The lady was

born in Bainbridge, Chenango County, N. Y., De-

cember 22, 1833. Her parents, Isaac and Eliza

(Miller) Dalton, were both natives of Pennsyl-

vania. In childhood, thej' emigrated to New
York. In 1845, they moved to Wisconsin and a few

years later returned to New York. In 1861, they

moved to Iroquois County, and there the father

spent his last da3's, d^'ing in 1877, aged about sixty-

three years. His widow lives near Oilman, aged sev-

enty-eight years. After thirteen years of age, Mrs.

Lyon lived with her relatives in Michigan, where

she married October 23, 18,53, Mr. Libhart. In the

fall of the same j'ear, Mr. Libhart moved to Del

Rey, where he ran a sawmill. He died in Buckley

in 1873. By her former marriage Mrs. Lyon had

five children,.as follows: Hubert ('., born Septem-

lier IM, 18.54, married Miss Dora Hayhurst, anil re-

sides in Momence, 111., with his wife and daughter

Leo. .Julietta, born August 6, 1856, is the wife of

And(-ew Camp, a resident of Monona County,

Iowa, and they have six children, namely: Helen

D., Ilosea, Fred, Annie, Agnes and .Josie. .Mary

Alice, born April 20, 1858, is the wife of Alfred

Vanordstrand, by whom she has three children:

Mabel E., Hubert R. and Mildred, and they reside



794 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD.

near Momence, 111. William R., born April 8,

1859, wetldcd Miss Mary Beatle, daughter of

Abraham and Elizabeth Beatle, and they reside in

S^'camore, 111., with their four children: Coila,

Frank, Myrtle and Marx. Estella B., born J.anu-

ary 3, 1861, is the wife of James Nichols and their

home is near Lake Village, Ind. They have four

children: Floyd, Fay, Beulah and Eunice.

As before stated, Mr. L^'on has resided upon liis

present farm since 1859, and now owns .and oper-

ates four hundred and ten acres of land, which

is under a high state of cultivation and well im-

proved. In connection with general farming, he

has also paid considerable attention to stock-raising,

and by his iudustrj', perseverance and good man-

agement has acquired a handsome competence.

Mr. Lyon is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church and his wife holds membership with the

Presbyterian Church. In politics, he is a sup-

porter of Republican principles and is. a valued

citizen of the community. For more than a third

of a century, he has here made his home, has

watched the growth and development of the

county, has aided in its upbuilding, and well de-

serves mention among its pioneers.

e^^)IIO:MAS B. COMPTON, one of the promi.

f/(^^ nent and highly-respected citizens of Che-

^^^y banse Township, who resides on a fine farm

on section 5, is of English birth. He was bjrn in

Leicestershire, England, November 16, 1841. and

is a son of Robert and Elizabeth (Burberry) Comp-

ton, both of whom were natives of the same local-

ity. His father was a farmer by occupation and

was born and reared on the farm where the family

had lived for over three hundred years. Robert

was the first to leave the old home. In April, 1859,

he bade good-bye to friends and native land, sailed

from Liverpool and at length landed in New York

City. He settled in Oswego, Kendall County, III.,

where for a time he rented land. He afterward

engaged in farming upon land of his own, liaving

purciiased a tract of raw prairie, from whieli he

developed a good farm. He then sold out and is

still living, at the age of eighty-five years, with his

son. His wife died in England. She was a mem-
ber of the Episcopal Church. Mr. Compton served

as Tax Collector in England. He holds member-

ship with the Baptist Church and takes a very ac-

tive part in its work and upbuilding. In politics,

he was formerly a Republican but is now a sup-

porter of the Democratic party. In the Compton

family there were but two children. The sister of

our subject, Sarah Ann, became the wife of .John

Gritliths and died in Oswego, 111.

Tliomas B. Compton, whose name heads this

record, resided upon his father's fann until

twenty-two years of age. His education was ac-

quired in the public schools of his native land.

His privileges in that direction, however, were

much more limited than his training at farm work.

He remained in Kendall Count3' until 1867, when

he came to Iroquois Countv and puichased two

hundred and forty acres of raw prairie land, a

part of his present farm. Upon this was a shanty,

16x32 feet. In one end he had his bed, in

the other a store, and in the center sheltered his

horses. This building still stands, being now used

as an outbuilding, while upon the place are all the

impi'ovements and accessories of a model farm,

including a good residence, barns, the latest im-

proved machinery, etc. In connection with gen-

eral farming, which Mr. Compton has carried on

successfully, he also engaged in the breeding and

driving of horses for some years. He owns two

hundred and forty acres of rich land under a high

state of cultivation, but expects soon to rent this

and remove to one of the suburbs of Chicago.

Mr. Compton was married in Kendall County,

in 1863, to Miss Ellen Benson, daughter of Henry

and Anna (Heap) Benson, natives of Lancashire,

England, who came to America when Mrs. Comp-

ton was thirteen years of age. Her parents are

both deceased. The wife of our subject is two

months his junior. By their union have been born

the following children: George W., who was born

in Kendall Countj' and was educated in Fair-

mont College of Cincinnati, has now for several

years resided in Colorado for his health and is

there practicing medicine. Emily A., the daughter
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of the family, was born and reared in this county.

Slie acquired her early education in the public

schools, was a student in Belvidere Seminary in

New .lersey and afterward engaged in teaching

music in that institution. She is an accomplished

and charming young lady and is now studying

elocution in the Washington College of Elocution

in Wasliington, D. C, where she expects to pursue

a full course of study.

Mr. C'ompton and his wife iiave long been active

workers in the Congregational Church. For a

ijuarter of a century they have been prominentl3^

connected with the Sunday-scliool work, their

children have been numbered among its teachers,

and Mr. Compton has been Superintendent of the

Sunday-school for a number of years. He takes

an interest in all that pertains to the welfare of

the communit}', especially those enterprises calcu-

lated to upbuild or benefit the moral or educational

interests. He is a member of the Farmers' Mutual

Benefit As.sociation and was Master of the Grange

during its existence. He cast his first Presidential

vote for Gen. U. S. Grant, but is independent in

politics, not willing to be bound by anj- part}-

ties. He is an intelligent, valued and highly-re-

spected citizen of the community and a self-made

man, who by his own efforts has steadily worked

his way upward.

^>^^r<^

LEMING R. 5IG0KE, an attorney-at-law,

engaged in pr.actice at Milford, was born

in Iroquois Count}-, on his father's farm,

wliich was located nine miles from the city. His

parents, John K. and Sarah JI. (Fleming) Moore,

were both natives of C)hio, and in the spring of

18.31 emigrated to Illinois, settling in what is now
known .a.s Belmont Township, Iroquois County.

The father entered a quarter-section of land from

the Government, and by bis industrious efforts

the wild tract of prairie land was converted into

rich and fertile fields. The boundaries of his

farm he extended as his financial resources were

increased until lie owned four hundred acres. His

death occuirert on the 20th of November, 1«70.

Eight children were born unto Mr. and Mrs.

Moore, six of whom are yet living. .Joseph B.,

the eldest, married .Sarah Frame, and unto them

were born six children. Micajah S. enlisted for

the late war as a member of Company A, Seventy-

sixth Illinois Infantry. He served for a little

over two years, and was in a number of hard

battles, but was never wounded. However, in

M.ay, 1865, be was taken ill with cramp colic, and

died within twenty-four hours. Fleming is the

next younger. Martlia A. is the wife of Barton

Bishop, of Sheldon, 111., liy whom she has seven

children. "William V. married Lydia Frame,

daughter of Abner Frame, and they have a family

of three children. Nancy J. died in infancj'. Z. V.

is the next younger. .Tohn A., who completes the

familj-, married Sarah Tracy, and with their two

children they reside in Sheldon, 111.

The subject of this sketch spent the days of his

boyhood and 3'outh upon the farm where he was

born, and was early inured to agricultural pur-

suits. After acquiring a common-school educa-

tion, he became a student of Westfield College, of

Clark County, a school conducted under the aus-

pices of the United Brethren Church. After there

pursuing his studies for two years, he engaged in

teaching in the district where his own education

was commenced, and later he took up the study of

law, with the intention of making the legal prac-

tice his life work. This was in 1879. The follow-

ing j^ear he removed to Woodland, where he.con-

tinued his studies for a time, and then began

practice. In 1883 he came to Milford, and, open-

ing an office, has since prosecuted his profession

ill this place.

During the late war, Mr. Moore manifested his

loyalty to the Government by inarching to the

front and aiding in the preservation of the Union.

He was only seventeen years of age, when, on the

1.3th of May, 1864, he became a member of Com-

pany B, One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Illinois

Infantry. He was honorably discharged on the

25th of October of the same year. In politics he

has been a stalwart Republican since attaining his

majority, ami warmly advocates that party's prin-

ciples.

Mr, Moore was uiarried October 23, 1872, to
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Angeline Walters, daughter of Ephraiin and Je-

mima (Good) AValters. Five children have been

born of their union: Lena L., born December 13,

1874; Lola Wild, born September 3, 1883; Free

Morris, born December 9, 1887; Morse Anderson

and Hazel, twins, born December 30, 1891. The
latter died January 27, 1892, and the former on
the 9th of March following.

Mr. Moore is a leading practitioner of Milford.

He has been a close student of his profession, and

is now well versed in the law. During the ten

years of his residence here his business has con-

stantly increased, and he is now enjoying a liberal

patronage.

^T^ASMUS JOHNSON, a prominent citizen of

Iroquois County, residing on section 22,

Milk's Grove Township, isa Dane by birth.

He was born in Sunde, near Swendborg,

Denmark, on the 3d of May, 1839, and is a son of

Jens Hanson, who was born in 1801, and who
throughout his life engaged in farming in Denmark.

He was also a soldier and served in the Thirty Years

War. His death occurred on the home farm iu his

native land in 1872. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Maria Luvegt, was born in the

same locality as lier husband, November 6, 1811,

and died on the 1st of May, 1892,. at the age of

eighty-one years. Botii families were noted for

longevity. The paternal grandfather of our sub-

ject reached the advanced age of ninety-eight

years, and the maternal grandmother lived to the

extrenie old age of one hundred and three years.

Both parents were members of the Lutheran

Church. Their family numbered nine children,

seven sons and two daughters.

The early childhood days of our subject were

spent under the parental roof, and his education

was acquired in the public schools. He is truly a

self-made man, for he has been dependent upon

his own resources since he was fifteen years of

age. At that time he began work on a large

estate, serving as gardener for two yeai's, af-

ter which he occupied the position of foreman

for four years. At the age of twenty-one he

entered the army, and served as a member of

the Dragoons for a term of six years. He en-

tered the service as a non-commissioned offi-

cer, but for meritorious conduct was promoted

to higher rank. He served throughout the war

with Germany, and participated in more tlian

twenty battles. He received a sabre cut on the

hand, and one on the back, and was shot in the

arm. After the war he worked out for two j'ears

as coachman for a wealthy gentleman, and was

then foreman for two years on a large estate.

Ere leaving his native land, Mr. Johnson was

married, at the age of twentj'-seven years, to Miss

Mariane Christensen, who was born January 4,

1843, in Klostrap, Jylan, Denmark. The}- became

parents of twelve children, of whom two, William

and Heni'}', died in childhood; the living are Eliza

M., born May 5, 1867 the wife of Ole Mikkelseu;

William Frederick, born March 12, 1870; Frank

p:mil. May 29, 1873; Latina, August 28, 1875;

AValter Lund, February 17, 1877; Albert B. B.,

November 3, 1878; Mathilda H., April 13, 1881;

Emma Sophia, August 21, 1883; Christian J. G.,

December 21, 1885; and Ida Caroline, April 29,

1887.

In 1866, Mr. Johnson, accomjianied by his wife,

emigrated to America. He sailed from Jylau to

Hamburg, thence to Liverpool and on to Portland,

Me., whence he came at once to Illinois, locating

in Chebanse. He there spent the seven succeeding

years of his life, working on a hay press and on

the railroad. At length he disposed of his inter-

est and began farming on rented land in Chebanse

Township, where he remained for three years. He

then rented land of Lemuel Milk, and operated

one farm for a period of seventeen years. He

now resides upon what is known as the Bell Farm,

where he operates three hundred and twenty-seven

acres, and in its management displays excellent

business ability. He is a careful farmer and suc-

cessful business man, and although he has been de-

pendent ui)on his own resources from a very early

age, he has won a comfortable competence.

In connection with his other interests, Mr. John-

son is land agent for the firm of Prince it Cook,

of Chicago, which position he has held for six
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years, and has done mnoh towards securing' homes

lor his fellovv-c-itizeiis in this localit}'. He is also

agent for a steamship line. Mr. Johnson cast liis

firbt Presidential vote for Gen. Grant in 1868, and

lias since been a supporter of Republican principles.

He lias held the oHice of Constable of his township

for five years, and has also been Road Overseer.

He and his family are members of the Lutheran

Church, and Mr. Johnson is one of its Trustees.

He is a well-known and highlj' respected man, and

a prominent citizen, who well deserves representa-

tion in this volume.

\Y[().SEPH ODKKWALl), one of the prominent

and well-known citizens of Chebanse Town-

ship, residing on section 31, claims Prussia

_ as the land of his birth. He was boi-n in

Westphalia, on the 21.-tof November, 1826, and is

a son of Ludwig and Maria (I'nke) Oderwald.both

of whom were natives of Prussia. The father was

born in the Province of Waldeck and was a laborer

on an estate. He spent his entire life in (iermany,

dying at the age of iifty-four years. His wife sur-

vived him some time, and also spent her Last days

in their native land. Mr. Oderwald served in the

army in the war against Napoleon in 1815. He

was a member of the Lutheran Church.

The family numbered the following children,

Josephine, the eldest, died in New York City;

John is living a retired life in New York City; Jo-

seph is the next younger; Frederick is still living

in Germany; August makes his home in New York

City; Lena resides in Elizabeth, N. J.; Conrad is

living in New York; and Charles died in that

city.

The boj'hood days of our subject were S|jent in

his native land, and his education was acquired in

the parochial schools, which he attended between

the ages of six and fourteen j'ears. When a lad

of fifteen summers, he began earning his own live-

lihood. In 1848, he was called into the army and

served with the Eleventh Hussars, doing duty in

the cil}' of Coin. He spent three years in the

army, and in 1851 was honorably discharged. He

then returned home, and again worked at farm

labor. Later he engaged in farming and teaming

along the i-iver. In 1854, he went to London,

England, where he worked in a sugar refinery for

about a year, when, in 1855, he sailed for America.

Landing in New York, he was employed in that

city for a time and worked on a canal. The year

1859 witne.ssed his arrival in Hlinois. He located

in Morris, Grundy County, where he began farm-

ing on rented land.

On the 4th of March, 1862, Mi. Oderwald was

united in marriage with Miss Bridget O'Connor, a

native of Lancashire, England; her; parents, how-

ever, were natives of Ireland, but for many years

resided in Liverpool, EIngland, whence they came

to America. Unto Mr. and Jlrs. Oderwald have

been born eight children: Mary A. became the wife

of Mike Derapsey, and died in Clifton, leaving

two sons, Charles and Ed, who reside with our

subject; Edward is a farmer and resides on a por-

tion of the homestead; Kate is the wife of Ben

Purcell, who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in

this county: Sadie is the wife of John Ilendren, a

farmer of this township; Joseph, Lizzie, Emma
and Theresa are all at home. The latter were born

in this county, and the four older children were

born in Grundy County.

Mr. Oderwald has been a resident of Iroquois

County since 1872. In that 3'ear he purchased the

farm upon which he now resides, buying one hun-

dred and sixty acres. Itfe boundaries, however, he

has since extended until it now comprises two

hundred and forty acres of arable land. The farm

is well tiled, a good residence has been erected,

fruit and shade trtes have been pl.anted, and all

the improvements of a model farm have been

made. From a tender age our subject has made
his own waj- in the world. With no capital he

came to America, but he possessed energy, enter-

prise and a strong determination to succeed. Over-

coming the obstacles and difHculties in his path, lie

has steadily worked his way upward until he has

now gained a handsome competence, and is num-

bered among the substantial citizens of the com-

munity. He and his family are members of the

Catholic Church of Clifton, to the support of

which he contributes liberally. He east his first
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Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, and has

since been a zealous Democrat, warmly advocating

the principles of that party. Through his own
efforts he learned to read and speak the English

language, and is now a well-informed man and an

intelligent and highl3' respected citizen, who has

ever borne his part in the development of his

adopted county. It was a fortunate day for him

when he decided to come to America, for he has

here met with prosperity'.

r'

SAAC VAN DUZOR is a leading citizen of

Clifton and one of the early and honored pio-

neer settlers of the county. His birth occurred

on the 4th of January, 1815, in Orange County,

N. Y. The family originally came from Holland,

and Adolph, the grandfather of our subject, was a

soldier in the Revolutionary War. The father of

Isaac died in 1875 in New York, and the death of

his wife occurred a few years previous. Their

family consisted of twelve children, ten of whom,

four sons and six daughters, grew to mature years.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood

days quietly. He was married in January, 18.36,

to Miss Charlotte Kuykendall, daughter of Ja-

cob Kuykendall, a native of the Empire State-.

Eight children, five sons and three daughters,

blessed the union of Isaac and Charlotte Van Du-

zor. The deceased are Milton, Anna, Lena and one

who died in infancy. Those living are Clay, who

married a Miss Ferris, whose parents lived in

Connecticut. They have two daughters. Harvey

is also married and resides in Chicago. Jacob

wedded Miss ^'an Doren, of Chicago, and now
lives in Omaha, Neb. One child graces their un-

ion, .lacob is a traveling man, having been in

the employ of a wholesale grocerj- house in Chi-

cago for a number of years. Willard married a

Kentucky lad}' in St. Louis and shortlj' after

their marriage they removed to Florida, where he

still lives. The lady came to Illinois to spend the

summer at the home of her husband's parents and

died here after a short illness. Willard some two

years later married a lady fi-om New York State,

who had lived for some 3-ears in Florida. This

union has been blessed with two children.

Three sons of our subject were soldiers for the

defense of the Union during the late war. When
the first call for seventy-five thousand men was

made by President Lincoln, Cla}' Van Duzor en-

listed in the Twenty-eighth New York Infantry

and after a service of two years was honorably

discliarged with his company. While they were

on their homeward way, Gen. Lee invaded Penn-

sylvania, and the New York soldiers returning

fought some of the hardest battles they had yet

participated in, and finally succeeded in driving

Lee from the Keystone State. After this, the reg-

iment returned home and received their discharge.

Harvey belonged to a Chicago batterj' and was

one of the 3'oungest soldiers in the service, being

less than fourteen years of age when he was ac-

cepted. He served until the close of the war, be-

ing .actively engaged during three 3'ears. Jacob

was placed in the Commissary Department and

spent most of his time in New York, gathering

commissary supplies.

In 1851, Mr. Van Duzor was called upon to

mourn the loss of his wife, who died in the Em-

pire State. He was again married, his second un-

ion being with Miss Julia Millspaugh, daughter of

Lewis Millspaugh, who was born in Monticello, N.

Y. Mrs. Van Duzor's parents removed to the

West and both died in Illinois many years ago.

Mr. Van Duzor is one of the pioneer settlers of

Clifton, having located here in the month of Sep-

tember, 1855. At that time this town had not

been organized nor were there any other towns for

many miles. This whole region was one vast

prairie almost totally uninhabited. Game abounded

and herds of deer and wolves roamed the prairies.

As much of it was swamp land, there were man}-

varieties of water-fowl in this locality, wild geese

and long-necked cranes being especially plentiful.

Since settling here Mr. Van Duzor has not been

away from Clifton for more than three months.

The first year he engaged in farming, taking up a

claim of one hundred and sixty acres from the

Government, three miles west of Chebanse. He
carried on agricultural pursuits for about two
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veal's and then came to the present site of Clifton,

where he built a hotel. This business he followed

until the spring of 1872, at which time he sold his

hotel interests and engaged in the agricultural im-

plement business, having opened a store in that

line several years before, and in this line of trade

he still continues. At one time he also owned a

grocery store in Clifton. Although he has met

with heavy revei-ses, he has been undaunted and

h.as accumulated considerable property and has a

nourishing business, carrying a large stock of

goods. In the Chicago fire he sustained a severe

loss, some ^55,000 worth of his propertj' being

consumed in the flames. However, he is now the

possessor of a pleasant home and fort}' acres of

land situated within the corporate limits of the

village of Clifton. Some ten years before locat-

ing here, Mr. Van Duzor was appointed Jigent for

the Phoenix Fire Insurance Company, of Hartford,

Conn., having written applications for that com-

pauj' for forty-seven j-ears.

Mr. and Mrs. Van Duzor are prominent mem-
bers of the Congregational Church, but formerly

belonged to the Dutch Reformed Church. In the

earlier days of our country's history, our subject

was a supporter of the Whig partv and has been

an adherent of the Republic.in party and its prin-

ciples since its organization. He has never as-

pired to official positions of recognition and has

attended strictly to business affairs. He is re-

.'^pected for his unostentatious and honorable life

and is widely known as a genial and kind-hearted

man. He has a liost of friends in this vicinity in

his many patrons and other acquaintances. In his

business dealings he always shows the strictest in-

tegritv and honor.

«^ •*-^^-?—

'OHN HELLER is a well-known farmer and

stock-raisei-. who makes his home on sec-

tion 35, Chebanse Township. He was born

in Darmstadt, Germany, on the 8th of Feb-

ruarj-, 1842. He is a son of Conrad and Al-

bona (Lucas) Heller, both likewise natives of the

Fatherland. The father was by occupation a

farmer, and in 1852, taking passage at Rotter-

dam on a sailing-vessel, he started to seek a home
in the New World. He arrived in New York
City in the fall of 1852, having been fift3--two

days in crossing the Atlantic. He went directlv

to Chicago and located near there, engaging in

gardening for the succeeding seven years. In

1859, he removed to Iroquois County and pur-

chased a tract of unimproved prairie land in Che-
banse Township, which he continued to farm until

his death, in 1890. His wife was called to the

better land in 187^(.

Our subject and his brother .Jacob accompanied
their parents to the United States, and lived upon
the homestead in Illinois, assisting their father in

the work of the farm. Their brother George enlisted,

in 1861, in the Eighty-ninth Illinois Infantry,

and was killed in the battle of Stone River, near
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

John Heller lived until about seventeen years

of age in Chicago and received good school ad-
vantages in that city. He then came to Iroquois

County, assisting his father in developing his land

until after he had reached his majority. His fa-

ther then gave him an eighty-acre farm, and on
this our subject located in 1872. He fenced a

good deal of his laud and proceeded to develop
and cultivate it to the best of his abilit_v. His
place soon yielded him rich returns for his labors,

and he was soon on the road to prosperitv. He
has since bought an adjoining eighty acres,

and twenty acres, also eight acres more, makino-

one hundred and eight3-eight acres in one bodv,
all well-improved and arable land. Mr. Heller

has done considerable tiling and has a pleasant

and substantial residence, good barns and other

outbuildings. He is one of the enterprising and
thrifty farmers of Chebanse Township, and on
every hand may be seen the careful attention

and cultivation of the owner.

On the 2d of January, 1872, Mr. Heller was
united in wedlock with Carrie Falter, who was
born in Ohio, October 20, 1853, and remained in

Columbus until a maiden of thirteen. Her f.i-

ther, Louis Falter, was born in German^' and re-

moved from Ohio to Joliet, III., thence to Ford
County, and afterward located in Iroquois Countv.
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He lived on a farm in this township for several

years and then removed lo the village of Che-

banse, where his death occurred. Mr. and Mrs.

Heller have five children: Minnie, Nettie, Jacob,

Charles and Alice, all of whom are still under the

parental roof and are receiving good educations.

Miss Minnie is a professional dressmaker and mil-

liner.

The Republican p.irty has received the support

of Mr. Heller since he has been a voter. The

cause of education finds in him a stanch friend

and well-wisher. He has been a resident of tliis

county for thirty-three years, and has been a wit-

ness of the remarkable changes in the same. From
a wilderness of swampy prairie land has been

evolved the present county of prosperous farms

and thriving villages. He has made many friends

in this and adjoining counties, and has ever as-

sisted in the advancement of this section. He is

one of the honored and esteemed pioneers, and it

is with pleasure that we place his name and brief

history among those who have made of this

countv one of the best in the State.

eHARLES C. DIETZ, who carries on the occii-

pation of farming on section 31, Crescent

Township, is a native of Penns3'lvania, and

was horn in Philadelphia September 21, 1832.

He is a son of .John Gottlieb Dietz, a native of

Germany, Lis birth having occurred in Wurtem-

berg in 1806. The father passed his early days in

the Fatherland, and emigrated to America in 1830.

He located in Lebanon County, Pa., and there re-

sided until I860, when he moved to Logansport,

Ind., where he purchased a farm near thatcitj", and

there resided until his death, in the spring of 1890.

He married in Philadelphia Christina Caroline

Krantz, who, like him, was a native of Germany. She

was reared and educated in that country', and came

alone to America. Her death occurred in 1842,

when our subject was a lad of twelve years. The

father afterward married again. Mr. Dietz started

in life a poor boy, and when he landed in the

United States was practically witiiout means, but

as the result of industry he accumulated a large

estate, and at his death gave to each of his chil-

dren forty acres of good land. He was an active

member of the German Lutheran Church, in which

he served as Elder for a number of years. From
a paper published at the time of his death, we
quote the following: ''John Gottlieb Dietz died

at his residence in Cass Count}', Ind., on the 17tli

of April, 1890, at the ripe old age of eighty-three

years. He was born September 17, 1806, in Bretz-

feld, Wurtemberg, German^-, and in 1821 sailed

for America, landing in Philadelphia, where he

resided for five years. He removed to Lebanon,

Pa., in 1836. There he united with Zion 's Lutheran

Church. Mr. Dietz was confirmed in the Lutheran

Church of Germany when fourteen years of age.

In 1864, he with his family, except one son, came

to Indiana, and has since lived in Cass County.

He was the father of seven children, four sons and

three daughter, all of whom were present at his

burial. He was a remarkable man, of robust con-

stitution and vigorous mind. He had studied the

Scriptures carefully and i)rayerfull3', so that Ins

familiarity with God"s Word was wonderful. He
was a grand Christian gentleman, and was mourned

by all. The funeral service was preached in the

Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church, in Rock Creek, by

Rev. J. L. Guard, who has been pastor for nearly

twent}' years, from the text, 'But the path of the

just is as a shining light, which shineth more and

more unto the perfect day.'
"'

Our subject, Charles C, is the eldest of four sons,

and there was also one daughter bj' his father's

first marriage. By the second union were born

two daughters. Theodore, the second child, is a

farmer residing near Logansport, Ind.; John

Gottlieb also carries on agricultural pursuits near

the same cit}-; Henry Wilhelm is occupied in

farming near Lebanon, Pa.; Christina Caroline is

the wife of John Tripps, a farmer near Logansport;

Eliza is the wife of George Hummel, who carries

on the old homestead near Logansport; and Sarah,

wife of Daniel Ray, who lives near the above

city.

Mr. Dietz of this sketch grew to manhood in

the Ke^'stone State, and received his educaticm in

the schools of his native country. His advantages
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in that direction were very limited and he is

mostly self-educated; nevertheless, by close ob-

servation and well-selected reading-, he has become

a well-informed man on all the leading questions

of the day and general topics. AVhen a young

niau he came West as far as Chicago, intending

to go to the far West, but then decided to go

only as far as Iowa City. After staying there a

short time he returned to Madison County, Ind.,

and near Anderson was united in mari'iage, Febru-

ary 22, 1857, his bride being Eliza Carmany, who

was born in Lebanon County, Pa., and was a daugh-

ter of John Carmanj', now decease<l.

The first year after his marriage, Mr. Dietz

worked at manual labor, at fift}' cents per day.

He then operated a farm belonging to a widow

for two years; she furnished teams and farming

implements, while he received three-fifths of the

crops. After accumulating a small capital he then

purchased one horse, and as occasion demanded

hired another, paying for it by his labor. His in-

dustrious German spirit knew no such word as

fail. He experienced manv of the hardships and

privations incident to the farming of new land.

He there remained for nine years, and in 1865

moved to Illinois, settling in Iroquois County.

For two years he rented a farm near Watseka,and

then purchased one hundred and twenty acres of

raw land, where he has since resided. He met

with all the ditHculties of opening up the new

prairie land, and the first season after his purchase

being very wet, he was not enabled to harvest any

crops, and therefore for the first year or two the

family was subject to many hardships. To add to

his troubles, his faithful wife, after a short illness,

died in February, 1869, leaving him with seven

children, one of whom was an infant.

The following year, on the 27th of March, Mr.

Dietz was united in marriage with Mrs. Kmma E.

Thompson, who was in her maidenhood Miss Orth.

Her parents were Adam Godlove and Fannie

(Seaschrist) Orth, both natives of Pennsylvania.

The father was born in Lebanon County, May 8,

1806, and died April 3, 1886, at the advanced age of

four-score years. The mother was born January 20,

1811, and is still living at the age of eighty-one.

Her great-grandparents were both killed l)y the

Indians. A brother of Mr. Orth, Godlove Sotner

Orth, was a man prominent in the history of this

country'. He was appointed by President Grant

as Minister to Vienna, and afterward became can-

didate for the oftice of Governor of Indiana. Mrs.

Dietz has in her possession a beautiful volume

which contains the memorial address delivered in

Congress on the death of Godlove .S. Orth. The

New York Tribune in 1876 wrote of him as

follows: "Mr. Orth, the nominee of the Indiana

Republican party for Governor, was born near Leb-

anon, Pa., April 22, 1817. After receiving a good

education at Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg,

he studied law, and was admitted to the Bar in

1839. He was elected to the State Senate of Indi-

ana, served six years, and was President of that

body. In 1862, when a call was made for troops

to defend Indiana from threatened incursions, Mr.

Orth organized a company in two hours. He was

elected Captain and placed in command of the

United States vessel, "Horner," which did duty on

the Ohio River." It is thus seen that Mr. Orth was

veiy prominent both at home and abroad.

Mrs. Dietz was the sixth in order of birth in a

family of twelve children, of whom five sons and

three daughters are yet living. She was born,

reared and educated in Pennsylvania, and wit-

nessed the faaous battle of Gettysburg. She

became the wife ofWilliam Thompson, of Altoona,

Pa., and had one child by her first marriage. The

children born by the first union of Mr. Dietz are

as follows: Melissa J., wife of John Burkholder;

Milton A.; Anna L., wife of Henry Forbes, of this

county; John Henry, who is married and resides

on a farm in this county; Charles F., who occupiesa

responsible i)Osition in Chicago; and Ella. Fan-

nie, wife of Frank Bedford, an engineer on a trans-

fer boat at Vicksburg, INIiss., is the daughter of

Mrs. Dietz by her former marriage. B3' her union

with our subject have been born two children:

Godlove Orth, who has taught successfully in this

community, is a j-oungman of sterling worth, and

is now a student in Onarga Seminary; and Cyrus

F^dgar.

Mr. Dietz, after recovering from the first two

years of loss on his farm, began to prosper, and

soon had his propertj^ in good shape. He has
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since bought eighty acres of land adjoining, and

has two hundred acres of valuable and well-im-

proved land. He has erected a substantial and

comfortable house and has good barns and out-

buildings. Everything about his farm bears evi-

dence of the thrift and enterprise of the owner.

He is esteemed tliroughout this county as one of

the most substantial and well-to-do farmers of

this locality.

Mr. Dietz is identified with the Democratic

party, casting his first ballot for Stephen A. Doug-

las and voting for every nominee of that party in

Presidential elections since that time. In local

politics he is independent, voting for the man best

fitted in his estimation for the position in ques-

tion. Though much interested in politics and the

welfare of the State and community, he prefers to

give his attention to his farm and own business

affairs, never having asked for or accepted an

official position. Mrs. Dietz is a member of the

Presbyterian Church, while her husband, though

not a member of the Lutheran Church, is inclined

to that belief, though he usually attends the church

with which his wife is identified. He contributes

liberally toward the suppoit of the church and its

enterprises. For twentj--seven years, Mr. Dietz

has been an honored and respected resident of

this State and county, and is held to be a man of

sterling character by all his numerous friends and

acquaintances.

^r^ DWIN HOBSON, a prominent farmer of

IN Chebanse Township, owns a good farm on

1*^— '̂ section 8. He is a native of England, his

birth having occurred in Lincolnshire on the 1st

of February, 1849. He is a son of William Hob-

son, a native of the same shire, who grew to

maturity- theie and married Miss Mary Carleton.

The father was a farmer in England and also fol-

lowed that calling after coming to the LTnited

States. He crossed the Atlantic in 1856 with his

family and settled near Joliet, 111., where he rented

a farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits for

about five j^ears. He next removed to Kankakee

County, wiiere for three years he rented and car-

ried on a farm. In 1864, he came to Iroquois

County and bought a farm of one hundred and

sixty acres of raw )>rairie land in Chebanse Town-
ship. This he developed and met with considera-

ble success as an agriculturist. He resided here

until his death, which occurred in March, 1887.

Mrs. Hobson had passed away several years previ-

ous.

Edwin Hobson is the third in order of birth in

a family of nine children: The eldest, Elizabeth,

was the wife of Robert Lutton and is now de-

ceased; Jane; Robert, a farmer on the old home-

stead; Thomas, who is a merchant of Clifton;

Agnes, wife of George Wilson, of Kankakee City;

Frank F., a farmer of this county; Louise, wife

of Louis Van Sant, of Clifton; and William, a

butcher of the same place. One brother was killed

by a threshing-machine at the age of about nine

3'ears.

The subject of this sketch came to Illinois with

his parents when a lad of seven j^ears and grew to

manhood in this State. He had common-school

advantages and remained with his father .assisting

in the care of his farm until he had attained his

majority. He then rented the farm where he now
resides for about five years, and in 1884 purchased

the place. He has a farm of one hundred and

sixty acres under a good state of cultivation, and

his well-tilled fields yield to him a golden tribute.

He has steadily carried forward the work of Im-

provement and development, and his property Is

considered to be a valuable and desirable tract.

It is located a mile and a-half from Clifton, and

on it can be found a pleasant and substantial resi-

dence, good barns and other farm buildings. He
is a self-made man, and has by his own labor, en-

terprise and industry achieved a success and pros-

perity which to-day crown his years of labor.

In CassopollS: Cass County, Mich., Mr. Hobson

wedded Miss Jennie Davidson, a native of that

city, and there reared to womanhood. Tlie wed-

ding ceremony occurred on tlie 31st of December,

1879. Mrs. Hobson is a daughter of Samuel Dav-

idson, a native of New P^ngland.

Our subject has never wished for official posi-
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tions and has given his whole time and attention

to his farming and business interests. He makes a I

specialty of the breeding of fine horses, and has in I

his stables some thoroughbred Kuglish Shire stal-
|

lions. He has sliowu marked business ability, and

his wise investments and industry have brought to

him abundant returns. Political!}', Mr. Hobson

has been identified witli the Rei)ublican party

since becoming a voter. His first ballot for Presi-

dent was cast for Hon. Rutherford B. Hayes, and

ever}' Presidential nominee since has received his

support. For nearly his whole life-time he has

been a resident of this county and is well and

favorably known in this community as a man of

honor, integrit}' and worth. He has won the

friendship of all wiio know him and well deserves

to be remembered in this volume.

i^i^e

li^r^HOMAS STl MP, a leading and respected

(('(^\. farmer of Ashkum Township, owns and op-

\^ erates a farm on section 21. He was born

in Clermont County, Ohio, on the 27th of Decem-

ber, 1829. His father, Lewis Stump, was born in

the same county on the 1st of January, 1804,

while his grandfather. John Stump, was a native

of Winchester County, Va., and was of German

descent. The latter, in companj- with three broth-

ers, went west to Kentucky, and after stopping

there a short time removed to Ohio, where they

settled.

Lewis Stump, the father of our subject, grew to

manliood in Clermont Count}' and received as

good an education as could be obtained in the

schools of that early period. He married Eliza-

beth Fitzwater, a daughter of Thomas Fitzwater,

one of tlie early settlers of Clermont County,

who was of Scotch descent. Mr. Stump was a far-

mer and spent his entire life in Oliio, his death oc-

curring there about 1885. His wife passed away

in 1H36. Three sons were horn of that union:

Tiiomas, who is the subject of this sketch; David

and John Stump. David grew to manhood and

resides on the old homestead in Ohio; and John is

a farmer of Douglas County, Kan. He was a sol-

dier of the late war and was in the gunboat serv-

ice under Capt. Perkins. After the death of his

first wife, Mr. Stump was again married.

Our subject passed his boyhood days in tiie usual

routine of farm life and received common-school

privileges. He remained with his parents until

about twenty-five years of age, assisting his father

in his agricultural pursuits. He also ran a thresh-

ing-machine during the fall season. In 1855, Mr.

Stump came on a visit to relatives in Iroquois

County, 111., and decided to make his home here.

He accordingly rented land of Andrew W. Spence

and engaged in farming on the place where he has

since resided. After the death of tliat gentleman,

our subject entered into partnership with Mrs.

Spence and took entire charge of the farm and

business until her death, which occurred in 1865.

He then entered into an agreement with the

heirs of the property, William H. and Margaret

J. Spence, to carry on the farm in partnership.

They have added to the original place until the

property now consists of seven hundred acres of

valuable and well-improved land. It is situated

on the Iroquois River, in Askum Township. When
Mr. Stump first came here the county was little

better than a wilderness and swamp. The villages

of Ashkum and Clifton were not then in existence,

and only a little French settlement could be found

in this section. One could cross the prairie in

any direction for miles without coming to any

buildings, settlements or even fences.

Mr. Stump was formerly an old-line Whig and a

great admirer of Henry Clay. He has been iden-

tified with the Democratic party since James Bu-

chanan ran for President, to whom he gave his

support. Believing in his worth and ability, our

Siibject has been many times elected by his fellow-

citizens to fill official positions. He has served as

Commissioner of Highways, has been Justice of the

Peace for some eight years, and also was elected

in 1861 as Supervisor, which position he filled for

many years. To whatever office he has been elected

he has always discharged his duties willi fidelity

and zeal and in a manner that has merited the ap-

proval of all. He has ever been a friend of the

cause of education, and is a firm believer in our

grand public-school system. He has served as a,
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member of the School Board for about a quarter

of a ceutury and is still one of the trusted and

efficient members. He has also been an Associate

Justice for a period of four years. Though never

especially desiring office, he has acceded to the

wishes of his fellow-citizens aud performed his du-

ties most acceptably. He is a public-spirited man

and one who believes that personal and private

interests should be largely put aside when higher

duties to the city, county and State so demand.

For nearly two-score years, Mr. Stump has been a

resident of this State and count}' and has witnessed

great changes in that time. He is one of the hon-

ored pioneers, and is an enterprising, well-to-do

farmer of this locality.

^\ ICHAEL HAUSZ, a prominent and success-

ful farmer of Prairie Green Township, re-

siding on section 9, claims Connecticut as

the State of his nativity. He was born in

Bridgeport on the 29th of November, 1839. His

father, Michael Hausz, was born in Baden, Ger-

many, May 6, 1809, and is still living at the ad-

vanced age of eighty-three years; his wife is

seventy-six. He was reared to manhood upon a

farm, and when a young man learned the trade of

cabinet-making, which he followed in the Old

Country. Hoping to benefit his financial condi-

tion by emigrating to America, he crossed the

broad Atlantic in early manhood. Landing in

New York, he there worked for a time, after

which he went to Bridgeport, Conn., where he

married Miss Elizabeth Heinig. She was also a

native of Germany, and when a young lady of

eighteen years came to this country.

Mr. Hausz continued to follow the cabinet-mak-

ing trade in Bridgeport until 1840, when thej'

moved to New York City, where they lived about

six years, when they started Westward. They

traveled b}' way of the Lakes, landing at Mil-

waukee, Wis. The father at once went to Jef-

ferson County and secured a farm near Ft. At-

kinson, where he has since made his home, cover-

ing a period of forty-six consecutive years. His

life has been an industrious and enterprising one,

and b}' his own efforts he has acquired a compe-

tence, which enables him to live a retired life. In

politics, he is a supporter of the Democratic party,

and himself and family are members of the Luth-

eran Church. Of the children, Michael is the eld-

est; George J. resides on the old homestead; Mrs.

Louisa Widman is living in Jefferson County,

Wis.; and Mrs. Amelia Sherman makes her home

in Tacoma, Wash. All the living children, except

our subject, were born in Wisconsin.

Michael Hausz, whose name heads this record,

was reared to manhood amid the wild scenes of

frontier life in Wisconsin. Indians still lived in

the locality of his home, and all kinds of wild

game were plentiful. As the country roundabout

was all heavily timbered, he early learned to

swing the axe, and became inured to the hard

labors of developing a farm in a new country.

His educational privileges were quite limited. He

attended a log schoolhouse, witli its slab seats and

other primitive furniture, throughout the winter

season when there was not much work on the

farm. At the age of sixteen, he spent the winter

in the High School of Albion Center, and when

twenty-three he attended a half-term at Ft. At-

kinson, and then pursued a complete course of

stud}' in p:;astman's Business College of Poughkeep-

sie, N. Y., from which he was graduated in 1863.

He then returned to Wisconsin and entered a store

as salesman. During the next eight j'ears, he en-

gaged in clerking and in doing business for himself

as a merchant, but the close confinement impaired

his health. He consequentl}- sold out, and in

1871 came to Iroquois County, 111.

October 2, 1867, in Jefferson County, Wis., Mr
Hausz led to the marriage altar Miss Paulina C.

Giese, a native of Prussia, born September 2, 1846.

He had been previously married. Mrs. Hausz'

parents, John and Minnie Giese, were also born in

that land. Eight children graced their union, six

sons and two daughters: Frank G., born in Wis-

consin, married Frankie Dawson and resides in

Stockland Township; Edward M. died at the age

of nine years; Frederick W., born in this county,

aids his father in the operation of the home farm;

August C, Lavisa L., Dora, and Ora and Orrin
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(twins) are still under the parental roof. The chil-

dren received good educational advantages, fitting

them for the practical duties of life.

On coming to this county. Mr. llausz pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres of laud. Its

improvements were indeed limited. The house

was a mere shell, there were no barns or fences, and

the land was very wet. The nearest markets were

at Sheldon and Watseka. In the twenty-one years

that liave since come and gone, a great transfor-

mation has been wrought. The land has been well

tiled and is under a high state of cultivation,

while well-kept fences divide it into fields of con-

venient size. There are good barns and other

outbuildings, a fine frame residence, and all the

accessories of a model farm. The improvements

upon the place are monuments to the thrift and

enterprise of the owner, who is recognized as a

successful business man and farmer.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ilausz are members of the

Christian Church, with which they have been con-

nected for ten yeai-s. They take an active part in

its work and uiibuilding, and contribute liberally

to its support. In his social relations, Mr. Hausz

is an Odd Fellow, belonging to Milford Lodge,

and is also connected with the Farmers' Mutual

Benefit Association. He cast his first Presidential

vote in 1860, supporting' Stephen A. Douglas, but

in 1864 voted for Abraham Lincoln, and has since

been a worker in the Republican partj-. He has

never sought office, but h.as given his time and at-

tention exclusively to his business interests, ift

which he ii.is met with signal success. The com-

petence which has crowned his efforts is well de-

served.

ILLIAM H. KENT, of the firm of Cum-

'I mings A' Kent, lumber dealers, was born in

Natchez, Miss., on the 29th of Octol)er,

18.50. His paternal grandfather was a soldier in

the Black Hawk War and was of English origin,

cDuiing from the county of Kent. Our subject is

the sou of Albert C. and Sarah J. (Damon) Kent,

the former a native of New Hampshii-e, and the

latter, who is of Welsh descent, a native of Maine.

To them four children were born: Margaret S. is

now deceased; Albert C. is also deceased; Sarah J.

became the wife of .Tasou L. Gare^-, a farmer near

Dover, Me., and they have one child, Frank K.

The youngest of the family is our subject. Jason L.

Garey was a soldier in the late war as was also the

father of our subject. Thev enlisted in 1861 at

the first call for troops, in Company H, Twenty-

sixth Illinois Infantry, and served until the close

of the war. Mr. Kent was in thirtv-two battles,

and although he had many hair-breadth escapes

was never wounded. At one time a lock of his

hair was shot away by a bullet; at another time his

hat was pierced hy a ball; and still another instance

of his nearness to death is shown in the fact that

his clothing near his heart was traversed by a

bullet. He was in many of the. fiercest and bloodi-

est battles of the war. He often served as a scout

under Gen. Logan and never seemed to know fear

while in the arm^'. Among the battles in which

he participated were Holly Springs, luka, Chat-

tanooga, Corinth, Atlanta, and the siege of Vicks-

burg. He was also in the battles of Mission Ridge

and Chiekamauga and a number of skirmishes in

the mountains. At Little Rock, he was promoted

to a captaincy. He was ever found at the post of

duty and was courageous and efficient at all times.

In 1840, he removed from Boston, Mass., to

Natchez, Miss., where he engaged in the lumber

business for about nine 3'ears. Returning to Bos-

ton, he remained there one year, and in 1850 came

to Illinois, locating at Nashville, where he was

employed as a paintei until the breaking out of

the war. His family during the time of his resi-

dence in Illinois remained in Boston. In 1859,

the motlier came with her children to Nashville,

where they lived for about four years, then located

in Rich view, Washington County.

William R. Kent received a good common-school

education at Nashville, and afterward attended the

Richview .Seminary. In 1872, he learned teleg-

raphy and occupied positions as operator on the

Iron Mountain <t Southern Railroad in iSIissouri

and with the Chicago k Alton Railroad in Illinois

until 1876. He then entered the employ of the
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Illinois Central Railroad Company at Asbkiim,

111., where he held the position of station agent

and telegraph operator for fourteen years, and was

esteemed by them as one of their most faithful and

trusty employes. Of his own accord he left his

position at Ashkum and has engaged in the lum-

ber business at Chebanse, where he has been lo-

cated for about two years.

The 25th of September, 1878, witnessed the

marriage of Mr. Kent and Miss Julia Tibbetts, and

one child, Charles, now five years old, graces their

union. Mrs. Kent is tiie daughter of the Rev.

James Tibbetts, of Waterville, Me. Her mother in

her maidenhood bore the name of Ruby Knight.

For sixteen years Mr. Kent has beeu a Mason,

fourteen j^ears of this time holding membership

with Clifton Lodge No. 688, A. F. & A. M., but is

now a member of Chebanse Lodge No. 429. He

is a l03'al and representative citizen and has al-

ways been a man of enterprise and public spirit.

He is ever ready to do his share in the advance-

ment of his fellow-citizens and the community and

is highly respected by all who know him.

m>^r<^
FREDERICK SWIYAL is a prominent and

respected farmer of Chebanse Township,

and owns a valuable farm on section 6.

He is a native of Switzerland, where his birth oc-

curred on the 25th of August, 1842. He is the

youngest of a family of six children. In 1855, he

emigrated to the United States, in company with

his brothers. He first spent three years in Cleve-

land, Oliio, attending the schools of that city, and

tlien on account of his brother David's death in

AVisconsin. he went to that State, and there worked

two years, after which he came to Illinois to work

with his brother Henry in Will County. There

he grew to mature years, working on the farm

in the summer and attending the district schools

during the winter months.

Inspired by love for his ado))ted country, IMr.

Swival enlisted in her defense in July, 1862, at

Wilmington, 111,, becoming a member of Company

A, One Huiuhedtb Illinois Infantry. He partici-

pated with his regiment in many engagements,

—

was in the battles of Perry ville, Ky., Miirfreesboro,

Chickamaiiga, Mission Ridge, P>uzzard's Roost, Res-

aca and New Hope Church. He was also in the

battle of Lost Mountain, and was there taken sick

and was in the hospital at Lookout Mountain for

some time. He joined his regiment .again in Sep-

tember and was afterward in the battles of Frank-

lin and Nashville. He received a flesh wound on

his left cheek, which has left a scar, a lasting

memento of his service and patriotism. He was

always found at his post of duty and was one of

the most reliable of soldiers, discharging his duties

with the utmost fidelity and bra veiy. He received

his discharge at the close of the war, in June, 1865,

and then returned to Will County.

For four years after his return home, Mr. Swival

engaged in herding cattle on the prairies of Iro-

quois and Ford Counties. He purchased land

where he now resides in 1866. This was a tract

of one hundred and twenty acres of raw prairie,

and on this he located in 1870. He proceeded to

cultivate and develop the farm and has since

purchased eighty acres additional and now has a

farm of two hundred acres, all of which is good

arable land, and at the present time well improved

and yielding to itsowner a comfortable competence.

Its well-tilled fields and neat farmyard speak of a

thrifty and industrious owner, and all the modern

improvements to be there found indicate him to be

a man of progressive ideas. He has built a good

residence and has commodious stables and other

farm buildings. Commencing his life in Illinois a

poor man, Mr. Swival has steadily pushed forward,

overcoming all obstacles, until success has crowned

his efforts and he is to-day accounted one of the

enterprising and well-to-do farmers of the town-

ship.

In Will County, on the 29th of ApvU, 1866, oc-

curred the marriage of Mr. Swival and Miss Per-

melia Jones. The lady is a native of Illinois, and

grew to womanhood in Will County. She is a

daughter of Harrison Jones, who was born in Ken-

tucky. To our subject and his wife have been

bcrn nine children: Rachel is the wife of AV. W.

De Hart, of Chicago; Emma is the wife of Henry

Perry, of the same city; Lizzie is at home; Fred is
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engaged in helping to carry on the work of the

home farm; Henry, Olive P., Frank, Clarence and

Permelia are all at home and attending tlie schools

of the neighborhood.

Since becoming a voter, Mr. Swival ha.< been a

Republican, his first ballot for President being

cast in 1868 for Gen. I'. S. (Jrant. Every Presi-

dential nominee of the party since that time has

received his support. He has never sought or

accepted otHcial positions, but has ever discharged

his duties of citizenship in a faithful and unosten-

tatious mannei'. For years he has served as a

member of the School Board and the cause of edu-

cation finds in him a true friend. While not a

member of any church organization, he is a be-

liever in the faith of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, to which he gives liberally .-as he also does

to the support of otlier churclie?. Socially, he is a

member of the Grand Armj' Post of Chebanse.

For thirt}--three years he has lived in Illinois and

for about a quarter of a centurj- in this portion of

the State. He has been a witness of its develop-

ment and has assisted as far as he was able to ad-

vance its best interests. He is worthy to be placed

on record as one of the honored pioneers, and by

his upright life he has won many friends.

^JOSEPH WAl)LEIGM,a prominent and in-

fluential farmer, who lives on his fine farm

situated on section 17, is the oldest resident

in Milk's Grove Township. His birth oc-

curred on the 2d of June, 1817, on the Klack River,

Onondaga County, N. Y. He is a son of John

Wadley, a native of New Hampshire. He was a

carpenter, and engaged in the manufacture of

trunks, and also served in the War of 1812. In

New Hampshire occurred his marriage with Miss

Susan Wadleigh, of that Slate. Our subject

adopted the spelling of his mother's name. The
father removed from New York Stale to Ohio

when Joseph was a child, traveling in a wagon as

far as Pittsburgh, Pa. From there the family'

floated down the Ohio River on a flatboat to Cin-

cinnati. Soon after locating there, the father

died, and Mrs. Wadleigh removed to Oxford,

Ohio, with her family, where she lived until her

death.

The f;miily consisted of four sons and four

daughters, of whom Joseph is the only one now
living, and is the 3-oungest of the sons. Jefferson

died in Maysville, Ky. John died in Oxford,

Ohio, and. Jonathan in New Orleans. Abigail de-

parted this life in Ohio. Polly died in Missouri.

Marietta died In Cincinnati; and Jane in Franklin

County, Ind.

Our subject grew to manhood in Oxford, Ohio,

and received a common-school education. He is

continually adding to his store of knowledge by

extensive reading and study. In Maysville, Ky.,

he learned the tinsmith's trade, hut on account of

the cholera, which raged fiercely in that section, he

was obliged to return to Ohio. He started in the

active business of life when about nineteen j^ears

of age, and had a "fippcnny-bit" as his capital

stock. He worked at his trade in Oxford three

years, receiving as a weekly salary $5 per week.

From that small sum he saved money, purchased

a lot and built a house, ultimately buying out his

employer's business. His mother made her home
with him during her declining 3'ears, and he was

ever a loyal and dutiful son.

In 1847, he took the Western fever and started

from St. Jo, Mo., in a wagon train of ox-teams

under the charge of Capt. Hawes. They were

bound for Oregon, and were five months on the

road. He discovered what he now knows was

gold at the head of Sweet Water River, in the

Rock^' Mountains, therefore he has the honor of be-

ing the first discoverer of gold in the Rocky

Mountains, also antedating Sutter's discovery- in

California. He carried the first individual flag

across the mountains, erecting it on the banks of

(ireen River on the Fourth of Jul}-. His flag w.as

also used during the Cuyusc War on Oregon. He
remained in that State for about one year, and

opened the first tinsliop in the settlement. In

1848, he went to California and commenced busi-

ness on Sutter's Fort. He was (luite familiar with

Capt. Sutter, and made the surveyor's chain which

was used in laying out Sacramento City. and for

which he was paid 8300. In 184y, Mr. Wadleigh
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sailed down the Pacific to Panama, and returned

from there to Ohio. His object in going to the

AVest was his health, which was much improved by

the outdoor life and pure air of the mountains.

He came back with considerable money, and he

remembers his trip as one of the most pleasant

events of his life.

He resided in Oxford for about ten years longer,

and in the fall of 1858 went to Kankakee, where

he lived for about a year. In the spring of 1860,

he came to Iroquois Conntj', and bought a tract of

sixteen hundred acres in Milk's Grove Township,

where he still makes his home. The prairie was

unbroken and uncultivated, and few neighbors

were in this community. He bas given liberally

of his propert}' to his sons, and has four hundred

and forty acres left, which he rents. He has been

a very successful farmer, and has used the most

improved methods of machinery in his farm work.

He is a man of known inventive genius, having

in 1872 invented the dump used in elevators all

over the country for unloading wagons. How-
ever, this invention was stolen from him, and he

has never received any financial benefit from it.

He also is the inventor of a car coupling, wh'ch

couples automatically with both a hook and a link

coupling. In addition to these, he has invented

a hay-baling machine and many other ingeni(jus

and useful contrivances.

In Hamilton County, Ohio, on the 27th of .lul3',

18.51, Mr. Wadleigh was united in marriage with

Miss M. .J. Morey, who was born in Somerville,

Butler County, Ohio, on the 12th of December,

1829. She departed this life in 1885 in Chicago,

where she had been taken for medical aid. She

lies buried in Eldridgeville cemetery. She was a

devoted wife and mother, and her many friends

and relatives deeply mourn her loss. Her brother,

Lee Morey, was for some years a Congressman

from Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Wadleigh were born

the following children: Romeo F. was born in Ox-

ford, Ohio, is married, and has a family. He is a

prominent farmer of this township, and resides on

a i)ortion of his father's estate. Theodore S. and

William M. each operate farms situated on section

18. Robert W. is engaged in farming near the

old home, as is also Henrj' L. Joseph Sheridan is

a respected farmer of Milk's Grove Township.

.Josephine is the wife of Frank Porter, and resides

in Englewood, one of the suburbs of Chicago. The

four youngest children were born on the old home-

stead, and all have received the best of common-
school educations.

Mr. Wadleigh has always taken an active and

interested part in the cause of education. When
he returned from California, he found Miami

University in a state of bankruptcy. From him

the President and Trustees of the University

secured a loan of $5,000 for five years at eight

per cent., whereas he might have received ten per

cent, had he loaned it to other parties. This loan

enabled the school to continue and make itself im-

mortal by educating such men as Benjamin Har-

rison, AVhitelaw Reid, Secretary Noble, David

Swing and others scarcely less noted, while the

part Mr. Wadleigh performed in sustaining the

school when its credit was good for nothing has

long since been forgotten, or at least has not re-

ceived the favorable notice it deserves.

When it was proposed to build a female academy

at Oxford, Mr. Wadleigh took stock in the enter-

prise, which h.as since developed into the Oxford

Female College, where Mrs. Benjamin Harrison

was educated.

He contributed liberall}' to the schoolhouse on

his home farm, which is the finest country school-

house in the county. Mr. Wadleigh is a Univers-

alist in belief, and with his wife was one of the

early members of the church in Oxford of that

denomination. His first vote was cast for Andrew
.Jackson, and later he voted for Lincoln, and was a

stanch Republican until Grant ran the third lime

for Pi'esident. Since 1884, he has been a sup-

porter of the Prohibition party. He is a public-

spirited man, and has always taken an active and

zealous part in all public measures tending to the

upbuilding and welfare of the community. In

18GG, ho was elected Townshii) Treasurer, and for

twenty-six years continuously has held that posi-

tion to the satisfaction of all. lie has a pleasant

home, and on every hand may be seen evidences

of the thrift and inventive genius of the owner.

One of his buildings is particularly a model in this

line. Under one roof there is a mill, an elevator,
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creamery, beehouse and observatory. The latter

is situated in a sixty-foot tower, which is sur-

mounted bj- a windmill. From his observatory

can be seen a fine view of the surrounding country,

and with a telescope one can see fifteen towns,

which are located in four counties. Personally,

Mr. Wadloigh is a high type of the self-reliant,

energetic and intelligent American. Though he

has passed the allotted three-score and ten years,

lie is in good health, and is an active man. He
says that his health and strengtii are due to the fact

that he lias never used whiskey and tobacco, and

has led an active life. In conversation, lie is in-

teresting, and is a man of varied information and

versatile talent. He is held in the highest regard

by his man}' friends and neighbors, who will be

pleased to read this life sketch of one wlio has

done so much for the good of this section.

tll.LIAM PORTER PIERSON, of Onarga,

is one of the county's most prominent and

,V^^^' iionored citizens, and this work would be

incomplete if the record of his life were omitted.

He has done much for tlie town and county, yet

claiming no credit for it, and all who know him

speak of him in terms of highest respect and

praise.

Mr. Pierson was born in LeRoy, Genesee County,

X. Y.. December 8, 1811, and is a son of Philoand

Lucretia (Buell) Pierson. His parents emigrated

from Connecticut, their native State, to the Em-
pire State about 1806. Their family numbered

six children. Our subject is a direct descendant

of Rev. Abraham Pierson, who emigrated from

Yorkshire, England, to America in IfiJlO, and with

his church colony founded the city of Newark, N.

.1. The ancestry is traced <lown through Abraham

Pierson, Sr.; Rev. Abraham Pierson, Jr., rector

and first President of Yale College: Abraham Pier-

son, Worshipful Colonial Magistrate of Connect-

icut; Samuel Pierson, Samuel Pierson, .7r., and

Philo Pierson, the father of our subject, who died

when the son was a lad of nine years.

At the age of fourteen, William Pierson assumed

S8

the management of the home farm, and with his

oxen, Buck and Bright, he plowed about one hun-

dred acres a \'ear. He made many of his farm

im|-!leiuents, and when he harvested his crops,

hauled them to the distant marketjj. After work-

ing through the summer, he attended school in the

winter, but his advantages were very limited.

However, he made the most of his opportunities,

and stored up a useful fund of knowledge. Cir-

cumstances brought him in contract with the owner

of a sawmill, and, at the age of nineteen, he rented

and operated that mill, in which way he made

some hundreds of dollars. The owner of the mill

was a canal contr.actor. He entered a bid for

making a canal around one of the rapids of the St.

Lawrence River. On receiving word that his bid

had been accepted, he induced Mr. Pierson to go

with him to Canada, offering him a good position,

but, on arriving at their destination, they found

that after all the bid had not been taken. Mr.

Pierson was thus forced eitlier to return home or

make his waj- for himself. He went to Montreal,

but was not pleased with that city, with its light-

hearted, unstable Frenchmen and its red-coated

British soldiers, for the place was then under mil-

itary rule. He determined to leave the Queen's

dominions and went to the north end of Lake

Champlain, about twenty miles di-stant, and by

a steamer made his way into the interior of Ver-

mont. There through the summer and fall he at-

tended school, becoming a student in the academy

of Hinesburg. His fellow-students were ambitious

young men, many preparing for college, and Mr.

Pierson determined to do the same. F'or a j'ear

and a-half he engaged in teaching, and then after

six long years of hard labor com|)Ieted his col-

legiate course. Two years of that time lie taught,

and four 3-ears pursued his studies, graduating in

the fall of 1839.

The scene of action was now changed for Mr.

Pierson. By a stage-coach he made his wa}' to the

Ohio, then went down that river to the blue grass

region of Iventueky, where he engaged in teaching.

He spent his leisure time in reading law, not with

the intention of practicing, but more as mind dis-

cipline, and to become familiar with common law.

Crittenden, Clay and Marshall were then the prom-
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inent Kentucky politicians. After a year Mr.

Pierson became a leacher in the family of a

lawji^er, witii whom he continued his legal studies.

A ,year was thus passed. In the meantime Bo^'le

County was organized, Danville becoming tlie

county seal. This seemed to open a way to our

subject to practice law, which he commenced, and

the bankrupt law liaving just been passed he

made a specialty of work along tliat line. Seven

pleasant years were passed in Danville, during

which time he was a member of a debating social

club, composed of the faculty of the college tliere

located, the professional men, and other leading

citizens. They met monthly in their respective

homes, and after a feast was served, engaged in

debating interesting topics. The subject of slav-

ery was usually discussed once a year. Among
the members of the club were Southern gentlemen

who "believed that the negro was created to be a

slave to the wliite man." There were also several

Eastern gentlwnen whose views were exactly

opposite, and the debate waxed high and warm.

Usually the discussion was not completed at one

meeting, and was carried to the next. This society

still exists, under the name of the Anaconda Club,

and Mr. Pierson was recently invited to join in

the celebration of their fiftieth anniversary.

Not liking law practice, and also on account of

ill health, Mr. Pierson once more determined to

seek a home in tlie North and went to central

Iowa, where he purchased large tracts of Govern-

ment land, at once commencing the improvement

of the same. He did not find this a paying invest-

ment, howcvei', for prices were very low, yet he

regained his lost strength, and in that wise pros-

()ered.

About this time word was received that a young

lady from an Eastern city was expected to come

and take charge of a young ladies' seminary in a

neighboring town. In his bo^'hood Mr. Pierson

liad heard much of her family, and lie now deter-

mined that he would await her arrival, and, if

possible, win her for his wife. Soon the important

question was .asked and answered favorably. Mr.

Pierson then decided to dispose of his property

and leave the State at an early day. The young

lady also decided to resign her position and re-

turn to the East in a few months. In the spring

of 1853 our subject went East, and there wedded

Miss Mary Tucker, daughter of Rev. R. W. Con-

dit. D. D., of Oswego, N. Y. With his bride he

immediately went to Chicago, where he intended

to enter into business, but after reaching that city

went to the forests of Michigan and spent a little

time at one of the mills there.

In the meantime the Illinois Central Railroad

was being constructed, and reached Spring Creek,

Iroquois County, in the fall of 1863. Our subject

determined to go into the lumber trade at Cham-

paign, III., as soon as the road should be built to

that place. Onarga then comprised only two or

three houses and a freight and passenger depot. A
few pioneers lived on the banks of Spiing Creek,

but there was not a house on the prairie west of

the station for twenty miles. In this little hamlet

Mr. Pierson located in the spring of 1854. He
brought with him four carloads of lumber, and

made, as he supposed, a temporary location, but in-

stead Onarga became his permanent home. He

and his wife went to the residence of Judge Pang-

born, by whom the}' were cordially welcomed.

Our subject then began business, using the freight-

house as an office, and with increasing emigration

his trade constantly advanc-ed. He found, too, that

not only was lumber needed, but also all manner

of household articles, furniture, hardware and farm

implements. He added these to his stock, and

worked up an excellent business, almost more

than he could attend to. Then came the financial

crash of 1857, and it is said every merchant along

the Illinois Central Railroad engaged in the same

line of business as Mr. Pierson failed with the ex-

ception of himself, j'et he was financially em-

barrassed to a considerable extent. He had just

purchased an immense stock, and for three .years

he worked hard without making a cent, for his

goods constantly depreciated in value. Thus affairs

continued until just prior to the late war, when

prices rose. He planted branch houses in four

other towns, and was solicited to do so in other

places. His trade came from miles around and

grew constantly. When Mr. Pierson came to the

county, there were probably not a-half dozen reap-

ers or mowers within its borders, and very few
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cast-steel plows. In an earl)- day lie introduced

the Manny reaiiers and mowers and the John

Deere cast-steel plows. Ills business along this

line became very large, and the immense quan-

tities of plows which he brought to Onarga were

the wonder of the entire community. lie had to

advertise his business largely by handbills, and

on certain occasions he would take a stock of

goods to a place, where he would sell for one day,

generall}' disposing of the entire amount in that

time. On one occasion he sent out advertisements

asking all of the ladies to come to his ware-rooms

and try his rocking-chairs. In many liomes this

useful article had never been introduced, and

many men looked upon it rather contemptuously.

On the appointed day the ladies all came, and few

would go away without a chair. By these and

other ingenious methods Mr. Pierson greatly ex-

tended liis business, and through all he earnestly

desired to furnish his patrons with those articles

wliich would be both useful and iielpful to them.

Ilis own experience as a farmer was a benefit to

him in this way. lie could aid the Eastern man
with no experience by his advice and cautions,

and also by trusting him for the money to pay for

tlie goods which he must purchase.

For some time INIr. Pierson carried on business

in little shanties and wooden sheds, and owned
about one-third of the entire block on which the

principal busin^-ss part of tlie town is now located.

This he improved by erecting the brick buildings

known as the Pierson Block, taking the precaution

to interest other parties with him in the enter-

prise and thus make it the central business local-

ity of the town. About this time our subject

found himself failing under the weight of his

heavy duties. He also felt that there are two i)e-

riods in the lives of most men, when they are im-

bued with an almost irrepressible desire to see the

world, one in youth, and one after their business is

almost over. He had yielded to the first impulse

and had never regretted it, and this led him to

give wa)- to the second. In 1870 he left his affairs

in Onarga to the care of his wife, with the under-

standing that she would spend the winter with her

friends in Oswego, N. Y. He then went to New
York Citv. and sailed for Europe. Landing in

Liverpool, he there spent a few da3's, forming

some interesting acquaintances, and then sailed for

Naples, Italy, where he proposed to spend the

winter. The V03'age was through the stormy B.ay

of Bisca)' and the Strait of Gibraltar. He coasted

along the northern shore, visited Genoa and other

points of interest, and finally reached Naples.

Here he found much to interest him; he visited the

museums abounding in ancient works of art, saw

Pompeii, which was then being exhumed, and

took a peep into Mount Vesuvius. After several

weeks he set sail for Scotland, passed between

Scylla and Charybdis. along the southern coast of

Sicily, b)' Mount ^Etna, stopped at Palermo, and

visited the catacombs. Returning to Gibraltar, he

saw the famous fortress, and after a few days

sailed for Glasgow, Scotland. He spent two weeks

in Edinburgh, visiting places of interest, after

which, the purposes of his trip abroad having now
been accomplished, he sailed for home, arriving in

Onarga early in the spring of 1871.

Soon after his return, Mr. Pierson retired from

business, and proceeded to build a home on ample

grounds away from the noise and dust of town,

and in the midst of a forest of many rare varieties

of choice trees, most of which were evergreens of

his own planting. This place he has appropriately

named Evergreen Home. He considers that all

business is in some degree an education. Though
his advantages were limited in earl_v life, his

opportunities in later years were a benefit to him

in many directions. He Ims certainly been a ben-

efit to the community in many directions. He
caine to Onarga at a time when the foundation of

the future social, religious and political institu-

tions were being laid, and he and his estimable

wife found much to do outside of the lines of

mere business activity. They soon interested

themselves in the work of organizing the Presby-

terian Cliurch, and with others erected a house of

worship. There were fifteen charter membcis, of

whom only two are now living. The}' laid the

foundation of a church, which has become a suc-

cessful and prosperous organization. Politically,

^Ir. Pierson was a Whig and a supporter of Henry
Cl.ay. lie afterward became prominent in the or-

ganization of the Republican party in Iroquois
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County, and was a member of the State Repub-

lican Convention which met in Decatur and

nominated Abraham Lincoln a candidate for the

Presidency. A few weeks later he was made the

candidate at the National Convention in Chicago.

At an early day Mr. Pierson and his wife under-

took the work of founding an educational institu-

tion in this town, under the name of the Onarga

Institute, to be modeled after the New England

academies with which he became familiar in the

days of his youth. It was quite successful for

several years and did a good work. He erected a

building and spent several thousand dollars in the

enterprise, but failing to receive the co-operation

from outside sources that was anticipated, the

load became too heavy for him to carry alone, and

the undertaking was reluctantly abandoned.

In 1865 Mr. Pierson secured and read with

great interest some scientific works on tile drain-

ing. He at once became a strong advocate of tile

drainage for the rich prairie lands of Illinois. Me
prepared and delivered an address on the subject

before the State Horticultural Society of Southern

Illinois. Joliet was then supposed to be the only

place in the State where clay suitable for making
tile could be found, and Mr. Pierson went there,

purchased a carload of tile and siiipped to Onarga,

paying the Illinois Central Railroad $7.5 freight

for the same. Considerable amusement was occa-

sioned to the community in consequence of his

digging so many holes in the ground, and he was

threatened with a law suit for digging at his own
expense a ditch on the side of a low, wet and

muddy street as an outlet for his drain. Up to

that time at least one-fourth of the land in Iro-

quois County was practically swamp-land and

nearly worthless. This caused the inhabitants to

have fever and ague, and the cattle and horses

suffered from drinking the stagnant water in

sloughs and ponds. But tile draining was finally

accepted by the county, and this in connection

with the sinking of artesian wells has completely

revolutionized the county and made it one of the

best agricultural sections in the State.

In benevolent, charitable or cliurch work. Mr.

and Mrs. Pierson were also (iroininent. They had

no children of their own, but had given a home to

many orphan children, whose lives bear the im-

press of the noble character of their foster parents.

Not less than twenty children were cared for by

Mrs. Pierson at a considerable outlay of time and

money, and many of them were reared and edu-

cated as if they had been her own. She was the

first Sunday-school teacher in Onarga, and for

many years the only one. This most estimable

lady was called to the home prepared for the

righteous December 30, 1890. It is said that no

death in Onarga has ever been more greatly

mourned. Her sweet and gentle spirit had en-

deared her to all who knew her, and she was

known far and wide for her work of benevolence

and charity. As it was written of her, her death

was " a sweetlj', solemn transfer from one Ever-

green Home to another."

From an extended notice published in the

Onarga Leader, we copy the following tribute to

her memory: " No death in the annals of Onarga

ever created more genuine regret and mournful

interest in the community than that of Mrs. i\Iary

T. Pierson. The universal respect, love and admi-

ration with which she was regarded in life were

displayed in general manifestations of sorrow at

her loss; people in all conditions of life seemed to

be personally bereaved by it, and the many ex-

pressions of mutual condolence and sympathy

formed a testimonial to her worth and character

at once touching and beautiful. Each individual

member of the community appeared anxious to

contribute some token of appreciation of the

lovely life and distinguished example of the sweet,

unpretentious woman, the influence of whose

achievements illumines every sacred precinct and is

hallowed in heart — an influence uncircumscribed

by wordly measurement, unlimited by human

vision, the ultimate results being fully recorded in

the Lamb's Book of Life. The graj-haired veter-

ans and old neighbors, whose early struggles in sur-

mounting the difficulties and overcoming the pri-

vations incident to pioneer life were lessened by

her brave words of encouragement, or removed by

her timely assistance; the middle-aged friends and

acquaintances who came later and were cordially

welcomed in her quiet, winning way, and made tf)

feel at home amid new and strange surroundings,
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or grew to manhood and womanhood in the atmos-

phere of her benefieenee; the little ones whose

lives were begun under conditions made possible

b3' her foresight and activity in church, school

and social enterprises; the rich, the poor and lowly,

the strong and llie weak, the white and the black,

—

all could recall some circumstance, the remem-

hiance of which made their hearts beat with lov-

ing emotion and created a desire to manifest their

appreciation of and respect for the sainted woman
now laid to rest." It is thus that friends re-

garded her, but it was in the home life that her

best qualities were known. Surely the world is

better for her having lived, and the people " rise

up and call her blessed."

Mr. Pieison is not rich as the world estimates

wealth, or did he ever aspire to be. He has

enough and is comfortable, and rejoices that he is

not a millionaire. He says that there are scores of

old farmers to whom he in the old times sold the

best tools the county afforded to cultivate their

farms, who charitably supposed that he was living

at their expense, who are now worth many thous-

ands of dollars more than he is. Mr. Pierson is

now eight\'-one years old and is in excellent

health. He is a good illustration of tlie tendency

of cleanliness and godliness to produce longevity.

,
OBERT MARTIN is a leading farmer of

Milk's (Trove Township, and has resided

i\\\ for eighteen years upon his farm, situated

I
on section 21. His birth occurred in the

parish of Currj', twelve miles from Edinburgh,

Scotland, on the 15th of March, 1836. He is a .son

of James IMartin, who was born and reared in the

same place, and was a farmer by occupation. On
arriving at mature yeais he married Ann Brown,

and in Scotland his children were all born. Mrs.

Martin departed this life in her native country,

and the father and children emigrated to Canada

when our subject was a youth of fourteen years.

In 1850, they sailed from Greenwich, and were

upon the briny deep for five weeks. After arriv-

ing at their destination, New York City, they

went to Canada, settling upon a farm near To-

ronto. Afterward the father returned to his native

land, where his death occurred about a quaiter of

a century ago. He was a member of the Presby-

terian Church.

In the family of .lames Martin were six sons

and six daughters: William died in Canada; James

was drowned in Scotland; Isabella also died in

that country. John is a civil engineer in New-
foundland, having learned his trade in the Old

Country. He is a good marksman, and has a good

position in the Goverment employ, where he re-

ceives an excellent salaiy. Jane was called to her

final rest in her native land; Andrew is a farmer

of Upper Canada; Alexander died in Canada;

Agnes died in Scotland; Annie Lindley lives in

Toronto, Canada; Emily is now deceased; Janet

completes the familj'.

Robert Martin passed his boyhood days upon

the farm, and received but limited education in

the public schools, as his home was three miles

from the nearest one; besides, his parents were

poor, and were obliged to pa^' for schooling. He
was next to the youngest in his father's large family,

and was early inured to hard work. When he

was fourteen years of age he came to America and

spent the succeeding fifteen years upon his brother's

farm in Canada. On the I2th of April, 1865, he

arrived in Iroquois County, where he entered the

employ of Mr. Milk, herding and caring for cattle

for some years. He has often been lost upon the

broad prairies, far from any residence or settle-

ment.

On the 1st of December, 1870, Mr. Martin was

married, in Canada, to Miss Catherine Young, who
was born December 30, 1840, in England and

when two years of age came with her parents, John

and Mary A. (Sainsbury) Young, to America, being

reared in Canada. Four children graced this

union: Robert J. was born and reared in Iroquois

County', and received his education in the public

schools here and at Onarga; Alice M. finished her

education in Grand Prairie Seminary, and is a suc-

cessful teacher; the younger ones, Frank W. and

Malcolm J., are still attending school. The family

circle remains unbroken by death or marri.age.
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Mr. Martin was in the emplo3' of Mr. Milk until

1874. He then purchased one hundred and sixty-

five and one-eighth acres of land where he now
makes his home. He has made good improvements

upon his place, and is a successful farmer. He
has been quite extensively engaged in the raising

of draft horses. He started in life with 1500 capital,

and has made his own way in the world since that

time without any assistance. His first Presiden-

tial ballot was cast for Hon. James A. Garfield, and

since that time he has been a stanch Republican.

Tlie family are members of the Episcopal Church,

to which he gives his support. He has been a Di-

rector of schools, and is a good and loyal citizen of

his adopted county.

^tlEREMIAH H. GOLDTRAP is a respected

farmer and pioneer of Chebanse Township,

and makes his home on section 36. He is a

native of Ohio, and was born in Hamilton

County, December 16, 1841. He is a son of John

Goldtrap, who was born in the same State and

county, and there grew to manhood, and married

Christina Apgar, a native of New Jersey, and a

daughter of Adam Apgar, who was born in the

same State, and was one of the honored pioneers

of Hamilton, Ohio. The family is of German

descent, and tlie grandfather of our subject was a

native of New England, and came to Ohio when

the whole country was a wilderness. Tlie father

engaged in agricultural pursuits in the Buckeye

State after his marriage, and about 1851 came to

Illinois, settling in Iroquois County. He pur-

chased unbroken prairie land, and was among the

first settlers of the countj'. Not a house was to be

seen in any direction upon the prairie, and the

whole county was a wilderness and a swamp. Mr.

Goldtrap at once began the development of bis

farm, and endured many privations and hardships

in the first few years of his residence here. In

those earl^' times, before the present S3'Stem of til-

ing and drainage had been inaugurated, tiie few in-

habitants of that sparsel.y-settled region suffered

much from the prevailing sickness, fever and ague.

Mr. Goldtrap went to the timber, cut logs, and built

a log cabin, in which he lived for a number of years.

He afterward sold that property and bought an

improved farm, on which he made his home until

his death, which occurred on the 17th of Decem-

ber, 1866. His death was much regretted by his

manj' friends, who esteemed him highly as one of

the honored pioneers. His wife is still living.

The subject of this sketch is the eldest of a fam-

ily of five children. Anna is the wife of J. M. Mc-

Connell,of Minnesota; John died at the age of two

years; Eliza died in 1863, and David is a

prominent contractor and builder of Chicago.

The early days of Jeremiah Goldtrap were un-

eventful, being passed upon his father's farm in

the usual occupation of farmer boys. He had but

limited school advantages at that early day, and

since arriving at maturity- has become a man of

wide reading and information, and is intelligent

and well posted on all the leading National and

general questions of the day. On the 1 1th of

August, 1862, responding to the call for volunteers

to defend the Flag, Mr. Goldtrap became a member

of Company H, One Hundred and Thirteenth

Illinois Infantry, and served until the close of the

war. He was discharged at Memphis and mustered

out of service in Chicago, in June, 1865. He partici-

pated in the engagement of his regiment and was

in the siege and surrender of Vicksburg, Eastport

and Guntown, and also in a number of skirmishes,

escaping without injur}'. After the war he re-

turned to his home, and engaged in farming for

his mother for a few years upon the old homestead.

He then purchased a portion of that farm, which

he much improved. He has a farm of eighty acres,

all of which is arable and improved land. He has

a good residence and barn, and his place shows the

care and cultivation bestowed upon it by the

owner. His farm is located about three miles from

Clifton, and has steadly increased in value year

after year.

November 18, 1871, Mr. Goldtrap was united

in marriage with Vannetta S. Rice, who was born

in Clinton, Mass., June 18, 1849, and came to Illi-

nois when a child of three years with her father,

William Rice, who settled at Bloomington. Mrs.

Goldtrap was reared and educated in that city and
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Iroquois County. Six children grace the union of

our subject and his estimable wife: Susan, William,

Ada, John K. and Mabel, who are all at home, and

are receiving the advantages of a good school

education. Mary E. died at the age of seven

months.

Since becoming a voter, Mr. Goldtrap has been

a supporter of the principles and nominees of the

Hepublican party, and cast his first ballot in tiie

Presidential election of 1864 for Abraham Lin-

coln. He has never been an office-seeker in any

sense of the word, but has always discharged his

duties of citizenship in a faithful and unassum-

ing manner. The cause of education aud good

schools finds in him an active friend, and lie is one

of the present members of the School Board. Mi's.

Goldtrap is a member of the Congregational

Church. Almost the entire life of our subject has

been spent in this count3', aud by his sterling

qualities and honorable life he has merited the

high regard in which he is held by all.

R. NICHOLAS RIDOELY MARSHALL,
a prominent physician and the present

(^^^' Mayor of Clifton, was born in ?>aston,
^^^

Md., on the 29th of February, 1844. lie

is a son of Perry and Mary Stanton (Rice) Mar-

shall, both natives of Easton, Md. In their family

were eigiit diildren, but only two of them are now
living: our subject and his brother, John Redman,

who is the editor and publisher of the Kendall

County Record, a prominent politician of the Re-

publican party, and an ex-Senator. He married

Miss Augusta Emmons, and three children grace

theirunion: Mrs. Dr. R. A. McLellaud, who resides

in Yorkville, the county seat of Kendall Count}';

and Frances Emmons and Hugh Rice, the younger

children. John Redman Mai'sliall has the honor

of having introduced the Compulsory Educa-

tion Law in the Illinois Legislature. He learned

the ti'*de of printing in the office of the Chicago

Journal, where he was employed for four years.

He was afterward a compositor in the Tribune

office, where he remained for a long time. In 1K61,

he entered the arm}- as a member of Sturgis Rifles,

which was appointed Body Guard to Gen. George

B. McClellau. Mr. J. R. Marshall was in the ser-

vice for about eighteen months, and was a valiant

and faithful soldier. After leaving the army, he

returned to Chicago and worked as foreman in the

job-printing rooms of Sterling P. Rounds, who is

well known to all the printers of the United States.

The father of our subject was of English origin,

and the mother of German and French descent.

She was a sister of ex-Mayor John Blake Rice, of

Chicago, who was also a member of Congress.

In 1848, Perry Marshall removed to Illinois, lo-

cating in Chicago, where he made his home for

about ten yeai-s. He was a sailor, and was Captain

of a vessel running from Chicago to Milwaukee.

For eighteen years he owned and sailed a vessel

upon Chesapeake Baj' with John Paca as part-

ner in ownership. At the time that Mr. Marshall

was on his wedding trip, the vessel was wrecked in

a storm and his partner, Capt. John Redman, his

brother-in-law, with all others on board were

drowned. Until he was fifty j'ears of age he sailed

the Lakes, and at that time retired. He then re-

moved to K&ndall County, where he bought a farm

consisting of one hundred and seventeen acres, on

which he removed in 1857, and resided there for

ten years. In the spring of 1872, he sold this

property and came to Clifton, where he afterward

made his home with his son, the subject of this

sketch. He died October 11, 1892. in his eighty-

sixth year, and is buried with his wife in Elmwood

Cemetery, North Yorkville, 111., and was a much-

esteemed member of this community. On the

16th of June, 1879, his wife departed this life, be-

ing then sixty-three j'ears of age. She was a mem-

ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many

years, and was an exemplary Christian woman,

beloved by all who knew her. Mr. Marshall was

the sou of a Methodist minister, but though he is

not a member of the church, he has been a liberal

supporter of the s-ame.

The subject of this sketch received a good com-

mon-school education, and also attended the

Garden City Institute of Chicago, at the time that

H. W. Snow was the Principal. The latter is a

brother of Col. Snow, present .Alember of Congress
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from the Ninth Congressional District. After

completiug his studies at the above-named institu-

tion, our subject attended Mt. Morris Seminar}-,

and from there went to Jennings Seminary at Au-

rora, from winch he was graduated in the summer

of 1861. He then returned to Chicago, and en-

tered the drug-store of A. B. Byran, and was en-

gaged in compounding prescriptions. At that

time he commenced tlie study of medicine and de-

termined to make that his chosen profession.

On the 12th of August, 1862, Dr. Marshall en-

listed as a private in Company H, Eighty-ninth

Illinois Infantr}', in the regiment called the Rail-

road Regiment, and was in the service for three

years. About six months after his enlistment

he was made Hospital Steward, but participated

with his regiment in numerous battles. At At-

lanta he received a severe wound in the left arm,

but has never made application for a pension. He
was a valiant soldier, and his army record is one

of which he may well be proud. He was ever

found at his post of duty, and was always reliable

and courageous.

After returning from the war, our subject en-

tered Rush Medical College, and was graduated

from that institution in 1867.' His preceptor was

Dr. C. H. Duck, whose widow at present makes her

home with Dr. Marshall. She is a daughter of

Capt. Stevenson, of the Royal Navy. After com-

pleting his course in Chicago, Dr. Marshall opened

an office for the practice of medicine in Piano, 111.,

and also conducted the columns of the Piano Mir-

ror. After a residence there of but eight months,

he came to Clifton and commenced practicing

medicine and surgery, and has here made his home

since that time. During his long residence here

of over twentj'-six years he has built up a large

and lucrative practice, and well deserves a liberal

share of the public patronage. He keeps up his

studies, and is well informed on all tlie latest dis-

coveries in the line of medicine and science.

On the 15th of September, 1881, Dr. Marsh.all

wedded Miss Julia Frances Sheldon, a daughter of

Henry H. and Martha A. (I\Iorris) Sheldon, of Ox-

ford, Ohio. Mr. Sheldon was the first one to bre.-ik

tlie ground for the famous Oxford Female Semi-

nary. To the Doctor and his wife have been born

four children: John Rice, who died in infancy;

Mary Stevenson, Julia Sheldon, and John Ridgely.

Dr. Marshall is a prominent Republican, and

takes an active and interested part in the progress

of that party. He was a delegate to the State Re-

publican convention, and has held various local

positions. He has been Town Clerk and I'ostmas-

ter. He and his wife are members of the Method-

ist Episcopal Church, of which the Doctor is one

of the Trustees. He has recently' purchased a resi-

dence in Evanston, 111., where he intends moving
for the purpose of educating his children.

\ ^^ F7rER WRIGHT, an honored pioneer, owns

Jl) and operates his farm, which is situated on

^ section 9, Chebanse Township. He was born

, \ in Lincolnshire, England, on the I8th of

January, 1841, and is a son of John and Jane

(Carleton) Wright. The father was a game-keeper

on a large estate in England. In 1856, he decided

to seek his fortune in the New World. He accord-

inglj' crossed the Atlantic, and settling in Erie

County, N. Y., engaged in .ngricultural pursuits

there until his death. His first wife died in Eng-

land, and he was again married in that country.

His death occurred in 1890, and that of his second

wife within a month afterward. B\' the first mar-

riage eight children were born, and four children

graced the latter union.

Our subject received good school advantages,

both in England and after coming to this country.

He remained with his father until about seventeen

years of age, when he came to Illinois. This was

in 1857, and for about three years he was em-

ployed on a farm with his uncle. In the spring of

1862, Mr. Wright enlisted in the first Board of

Trade Regiment, becoming a member of Company

O, Sevent3'-second Illinois Infantry. Entering the

service as a private, he was afterward promoted to

the rank of Corporal and Sergeant. He partici-

pated in all the engagements in which his regiment

took part, among which were the battle of Cham-

pion Hill, Miss., and the siege and capture of
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Vicksburg. He was also in the battles of Big

Black, ColuQibia, Spring Hill and Franklin, Tenn.,

also two daj's at Nashville, and he was present at

the siege of Spanish Fort, Ala., the last battle of

the war. He received some slight wounds but was

never absent from his post of duty for a daj',

serving until his discharge at the close of the war,

which was received at Chicago in August, 1865.

On Christmas Day of that year, Mr. Wright was

joined in wedlock with Miss M. E. W. Sands, who

was born in the Empire Stale and is a daughter of

J. H. Sands, of Chebanse, one of the honored pio-

neers of this county. Our subject and his wife

have become the parents of five children: Charles

T. is married and resides at Englewood, 111., where

he holds a responsible position with the City Rail-

road Company; Mamie L., Arthur Henry, Carletou

P. and Frank are still at home, the two younger

attending the Clifton schools. They have all re-

ceived a good education and are thus fitted to en-

ter the active and social duties of life.

After returning from the arm}-, Mr. Wright

came -to Iroquois County, where he rented land

for several years and devoted himself to agricul-

tural pursuits. He then purchased the property

where he now resides. This place had but slight

improvements, but he has steadily developed and

improved his farm and has now a tract of one

hundred and sixty acres of well-tilled and fertile

land, situated one mile from Clifton. He is the

owner of a large residence, commodious barns

and other farm buildings, and the air of neatness

and thrift, together with the fields of golden grain,

shows the care and cultivation of the owner. He

is one of the prosperous, enterprising and substan-

tial farmers of the county and has made a host of

friends during his long residence in this place.

Mr. Wright has been identified with the Repub-

lican party since casting his first ballot for Presi-

ident, at which time he supported Gen. U. S.

Grant. He has held several local ottiees, to which

his fellow citizens, knowing his worth and ability,

have elected him. He has served as Road Com-

missioner and is a member of the School Board of

Clifton. To whatever position his friends have

elected him, he has discharged the duties thereof in

a faithful and efficient manner. Socially, he is

much interested in civic societies and is a member

of Clifton Lodge No. 688, A. F. & A. M. He

served for over thirteen consecutive 3'ears as Mas-

ter of his lodge, which he has represented each

j-ear of that time in the Grand Lodge. He is a

member of the Jaqueth Chebanse Post, G. A. R.,

and is also a member of the Union Veteran Club, of

Cook County. Mr. and Mrs. Wright belong lo the

Methodist Episcopal Church and take an active in-

terest in its work. He is progressive and i)ractical

in his business afi'aiis and is ever ready to do all in

his power to advance the best interests of the com-

munity in which he dwells. His man}' friends will

be pleased to read this bi-ief sketch of the life of so

worthy a man as Peter Wright.

h
,^^^EORGE M. BROCK, a prominent citizen

and business man of Clifton, was born in

Plain field. Will County, 111., on the 22d of

April, 1857. He is a son of Samuel and Sarah

(Brock) Brock, both of whom claim England as

the land of their nativity. They set sail for Amer-

ica immediately after their marriage, at lengtli

landing safely in this country. Though both bear-

ing the same name, they were in no wise related.

The father of Mrs. Brock was a finely educated

man, and served as clerk to a celebrated lawyer in

England. He also contributed many articles to

the papers and leading periodicals of that coun-

try.

The subject of this sketch received the advan-

tages of a good common-school education, and was

reared to manhood upon his father's farm in the

usual manner of farmer lads. He embarked in

business for himself at the age of twenty-four

years, following agricultural pursuits upon a farm

three miles northwest of Clifton. He remained

upon the farm until 1888, when he removed to

Clifton, inirchasing the liver3' barn and business of

his brother, Charles C. Brock, and entering into

partnership with his brother Alfred L. After do-

ing business together for a period of about four

years, he purchased his partner's interest, and is

now the sole proprietor. He has a large and lucra-
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tive business, and has in all respects a well-ap-

pointed and equipped livery.

On the 31st of October, 1881, occurred the mar-

riage of Mr. Brock and Miss Harriet Leggott, who
is the daughter of Edward and Ann (Piatt) Leg-

gott, of Clifton. By the union of the young cou-

ple have been born three children: Arthur, Grace

and Carrie. At this writing, in the fall of 1892,

Ml-. Brock is a member of the Village Board of

Trustees, and is always active in his efforts to pro-

mote the prosperity and welfare of the commu-
nity.

St.—^i/RANCIS W. HOWE, a retired farmer, makes
lili^(;^^ his home on section 4, Chebanse Townshi[).

/l(j He is one of the honored pioneers of this

township and of Iroquois County, where he has

lived for thirt3'-five years. When he first located

in this county it was a vast swamp and wilderness,

and from that he h.as witnessed its development

until it now stands among the best in the State.

Mr. Howe is a native of Massachusetts, his birth

having occurred in Brookfield, Worcester County,

on the 18th of December, 1819. His father, Will-

iam Howe, w.as likewise a native of Massachusetts

and there was educated and grew to manhood. He
was a lawyer and professor and a man of intelli-

gence and worth. He married in Woodstock,

Conn., Miss Elraira Lyon, daughter of Capt. Will-

iam Lyon, who served in the War of 1812. The
grandfather of our subject, Capt. William Howe,
was an old settler of Massachusetts, and was com-

missioned Captain in the same war, but was not

called into active service. The father of our sub-

ject after his marriage engaged in various business

occupations in Brookfield, Mass., giving most of

his attention, however, to his merchandising and

the real-estate business. For a time he served as

Justice of the Peace and was held in high esteem

by his fellow-citizens. He reared his family and
spent his entire life in Massachusetts, and there his

death and that of his wife occurred.

The boyhood d.a3's of our subject were spent in

the town of his nativity, his education being partly
!

received in the public schools and completed in
)

the Monson Academy. After finishing his studies

he went to New York City, where he engaged in

clerking for a number of j'ears and received a

thorough, practical business training in the whole-

sale dry-goods establishment of Eno it Phelps. He
then formed a partnership, under the firm name of

Taylor & Howe, and engaged for himself in the

wholesale dry-goods business, in which he continued

until 1849, when he sold his interest. He then

went to California with his brother, aud locating in

San Francisco, carried on business for several years,

under the firm name of Howe, Hunter & Co. This

firm met with heavy losses by fire in 1852, and our

subject then returned to New York. Until 1857,

he was in no regular business, but continued to

make his home in New York City. Coming to

Illinois in the fall of 1857, he joined a brother who
was located in Iroquois County, where they had

purchased about five thousand acres. Clifton is

now located upon a portion of that tract. The
brothers lived here and looked after their property

for a number of years. Our subject soon after

coming here located on the land whai-e he now re-

sides and proceeded to develop and open up a

farm. At that time the prospects were rather dis-

couraging, as the land was wild prairie and much
of it a wilderness or swamp. Deer were very

plentiful and prairie wolves as well. The Illinois

Central Railroad had just been built through Che-

banse Township and the towns of Chebanse and

Ashkum were simply stations. Mr. Howe developed

a farm of one hundred and twenty acres adjoining

the village of Clifton,which is a valuable and most

desirable piece of property. On this he still makes

his home and has a comfortable and substantial

residence, commodious barns and outbuildings.

Everything about the farm denotes the thrift, care-

ful cultivation and enterprise of the owner, and it

is a model farm in every respect.

In 1845, Mr. Howe led to the marriage altar

Miss Sarah S. Cowdrey, a daughter of David H.

Cowdrey, a well-known lawyer of New York City.

The death of Mrs. Howe occurred in 1806. She was

the mother of four children: Helena C. is the wife

of Edward S. Perry, of New Haven, Conn.; Walter

M. holds a responsible business position in Chicago;

William F. is Secretary of the Railroad Employes'
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Banking and Trust Company in the same cit_v; and

Isabella is the wife of Francis P. Murray, who lives

in Montana, where he has large mining interests.

Mr. Howe was again married, this time in 1867, to

Abbie A. (Hutchins) White, who was the widow of

H. K. White, one of the first settlers of Clifton,

and a grain merchant by occupation. Mrs. Howe
was born in Boston, Mass., and was there educated.

In his political sentiment, Mr. Howe has ever

been a supporter of the Republican party since its

organization. He was formerlj- a Whig and a great

admirer of Henry Clay. Though a public-spirited

man and much interested in the welfare and pro-

gress of his fellow-citizens, he has never asked for

or accepted official positions. He has ever given

his hearty support to the public schools and edu-

cational measures and has served for 3'ears as a

member of the .School Board. Our subject and his

wife are active members of the Congregational

Church of Clifton. Bj' his many friends and ac-

((uaintances he is highly esteemed as a man of up-

right character and strict integrity.

WiOHN B. VAN WYCK has been for many

I

years a resident of Clifton and was born in

New Paltz, Ulster County, N. Y., on the

' 28th of June, 18.31. His paternal grand-

father bore the same name as our subject. He.was

offered a commission as an officer in the Revolu-

tionary War by Gen Washington. At that time,

Mr. A'an Wyck did not accept the honor, but took

comm.ind of a home regiment. He was a promi-

nent and popular public man, possessing marked

business ability, thereby accumulating a large

property. His death occurred in 1841, and he left

a large estate to his heirs. The parents of our sub-

ject were Alfred and Charlotte (Viets) Van Wyck,
the former a native of New York, and the latter of

Massachusetts. Their family' consisted of three

sons and three daughters, but only one is now liv-

. ing, the subject of this sketch. From Fishkill,

N. Y., where tliey had formerly made their home,

the parents came to Illinois in 1863, locating in

Clifton, Iroquois County, where they spent the re-

mainder of their lives. The mother was called to

the home beyond on the 12th of .September, 1880, at

the age of seventy years, and the father survived her

until January- 13, 1892, when he too p.assed away.

He had attained the age of ninety years and eight

months. His father was also long lived, having

reached the age of four-score years at the time of

his death. The father of Mrs. Van Wyck lived to

the remarkable age of ninety-four years. Alfred

Van Wyck was a farmer b\- occupation and upon
his emigration to the West purchased a quarter-

section of land, which included about all of the

present site of Clifton east of the railroad.

The boyhood days of John ^'an Wyck were

spent upon his father's farm and his time was de-

voted to work in the fields. He received such ed-

ucational privileges as the district schools afforded

and has since added to his store of knowledge by
reading and observation until he is now a well-in-

formed man. On the 10th of July, 1867, was

celebiated the wedding of Mr. Van W3'ek and Miss

Mary C. Gorham. The lad^" is a daughter of

Walter II. and Laura (Hubbel) Gorham, both of

whom are natives of Newburgh, N. Y. Two chil-

dren have blessed the union of our subject and his

estimable wife: Alfred, who was born in Washing-

ton, D. C, died when six months old. Laura, the

daughter, was also born in that city.

Mr. and Mi-s. Van Wyck came to Clifton on

their wedding tour and made their home here for

about four years. They then went to Washington,

where our subject secured a contract for building

sewers. Though they remained in the Capitol City

four years, they always regarded Clifton as their

home, and after finishing his contract they returned

to this place. In the winter of 1878-79, Mr. A'an

Wyck went to Knoxville, Tenn., where he took

the contract for quarr^'ing the marble to be used

in the construction of the custom house at Mem-
phis. He remained there for about two 3'ears,

then returned to Clifton, where he has made his

home continuously since. He devotes some atten-

tion to agricultural pursuits. He has a beauti-

ful home in Clifton and his many friends delight

to share in the hospitalit}- there abounding.

Mr. Van Wyck has been a member of the Village
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Board of Trustees for many years and for one

year was its President, pi-oving a competent official.

He and his wife are members of tiie Congrega-

tional Church, to which they belonged before com-

ing West. He is one of the Trustees and also

Clerk of the church. In politics, he is a stanch Re-

publican and has supported that party since its

organization. Previous to that time, he was a

Whig, as were also his father and grandfather.

He is a representative and influential citizen and

takes a leading part in all measures tending to the

welfare and progress of the comniunitj'.

^ASPE!^^^ASPER REUSE, an enterprising and thrifty

rnier of Chebanse Township, owns a farm

section 6. He was born in Switzerland,

on the 10th of October, 1836. He received good

common-school advantages in the French language,

and when nineteen years of age he determined to

seek his fortune in America. He went to Havre

and took passage in a sailing-vessel, which took

thirty-three days to make the voyage to New York.

He arrived in tliat city on the 10th of June, 1856,

and started immediately' for the West. He first

went to Ottawa, 111., near which city he went to

work on a farm and continued to live in La Salle

County for seven years. With his carefully hoarded

savings, he then purchased a tract of forty acres of

partially improved land in La Salle County, on

which he settled and engaged in agricultural pur-

suits for about four years. In 1867, he sold that

property and removed to Iroquois County, buying

one hundred and sixty acres of prairie land, where

he still resides. This place had forty acres of

partially improved land, and for buildings had

only an old cabin upon it, in which Mr. Reuse

lived for some five years. He opened up and cul-

tivated his entire property, and for the first few

years received but slight encouragement and lit-

tle reward for his labor. Undaunted, however,

he persevered and brought the property under

such good cultivation that it soon brought forth

abundant harvests. He has always been industri-

ous and saving and has from time to time, as his

financial resources increased, added to his original

farm until he now has four hundred acres, all in

one bod}' with the exception of eighty acres, which

are situated one mile east of Clifton. He has erected

a good residence, barns and a granary. On his

place is also a good orchard, and on ever}' hand

can be seen the care and cultivation of the owner.

Mr. Reuse commenced his life in Illinois a poor

man and without any capital except a good con-

stitution, and has by his well-directed efforts and

enterprise accumulated a comfortable fortune and

a fair income.

In November, 1863, was celebrated the marriage

of our subject and Mary Ribordy, a native of the

same country as her husband. She was educated

and grew to maidenhood in Switzerland and came

to the United States with her father, Gasper Rib-

ordy. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Reuse seven children

have been born: Henry, at home; Josephine, a suc-

cessful teacher in Aurora Parochial School; Louis,

Julia, Anna, Clotilde and Emeiy. The family are

Catholics in religious faith and members of the

Clifton Church.

Politicall}-. Mr. Reuse affiliates with the Repub-

lican part}' and cast his first ballot for Hon. James

G. Blaine. He has never aspired to official posi-

tions, but has ever been a friend to all educational

and public measures tending to the good of the

community. He has served for years on the

School Board and is a firm believer in good public

schools. By his many qualities of worth and his

upright character, Mr. Reuse has won the esteem

and confidence of all.

p. H. TRRSCOTT, one of the pioneer set-

tlers of Chebanse Township, came with his

^_, . family to Illinois in 1857, and settled upon

^^!fJ a farm about four miles to the soutlieast

of Chebanse, where he lived for about one year.

The two years succeeding, Mr. Trescott taught

school during the winter at Sugar Island, devot-

ing his attention to agricultural pursuits in the

summer time. On account of much sickness in

his family, he decided to remove from the farm to
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the village of Chebanse, and has made this his home

ever since. This was in 1860, and the whole re-

gion, like many others, was very depressed, money
having no regular purchasing power; and as most

of this section was an unimproved swamp and

wilderness, sickness was the rule. Farmers had

not the advantages of the labor-saving machinery of

to-day, and corn was sown b^- hand and most of the

grain gathered with a cradle. There was not a

bush as large as a pipestem within two miles, and

a person could drive for forty miles without even

seeing a fence. At that time deer and game were

in abundance, and it w.as thought that there would

be ample grazing for stock for all time to come.

Our subject is a native of the Keystone State,

his birth having occurred near Harveyville, Hunt-

ington Township, Luzerne Count}-, on the 30th

of Septembev, 1824. His paternal grandfather was

a soldier in the AVar of the Revolution, and es-

caped as by a miracle in the Wyoming massacre

on the 3d of July, 177.8. While creeping through

an oat field in the night, a number of Indians on

horseback jumped over him as he lav crouching

in a furrow. The Indians were scouring the coun-

try throughout Luzerne County for the scalps of

the unfortunate white settlers. Our subject's ma-

ternal grandfather w.is also a soldier in the Revo-

lutionary War.

The parents of Mr. Trescott, Luther and Elenor

(Parke) Trescott, were both descendants of Quaker

stock. The former was a native of Vermont, and

the latter of the province of New Brunswick.

They were the parents of four sons and four

daughters, five of whom still survive: Mrs. Susan

Dodson, of Weatherly, Carbon County, Pa.; Mrs.

M. L. T. Hartinan, of Shickshinn}', Luzerne

County, Pa.; Mrs. M. A. Lemon, of Asbury, Colum-

bia County, Pa.; our subject, and Mrs. R. J. G.

Beers, of Weatherly, Carbon County, Pa. Mr. and

JSIrs. Trescott si)ent their entire lives in Pennsyl-

vania and both departed their lives in the house

where our subject was born. The father's death

(iccurred in February, 1877, he being at that lime in

his ninetieth ^ear. He came of a remarkably long-

lived family and two of his l)rothcrs also attained

.1 very advanced age. One f>f them. Peter Sylves-

ter, died in 1884, at the age of ninety-three years,

and the other, Edward Lewis, reached the age of

ninety-six years and two months, his death occur-

ring in May, 1890.

On the 22d of September, 18.50, Mr. Trescott,

whose name heads this sketch, was joined in wed-

lock with Jliss Sallic .\nn Dodson, daughter of

Stephen B. and Flavia (Tubbs) Dodson, of Penn-

sylvania. Her grandmother's name was Franklin,

and the uncle of the latter, Capt. .John Franklin,

w.as an own cousin of Benjamin Franklin, the phil-

osopher, inventor and statesman. To Mr. and

Mrs. Trescott ten children have been born, as fol-

lows: Olin Rush, now dece.ased; Ada C, also de-

ceased; Stephen O., who married Miss Nellie Buck,

of West Union, Iowa, and now makes his home at

Fremont, Colo., where he helped to organize a com-

pany that operates the gold mines at Cripple Creek;

Lntlier R.; Henry A., deceased; Charles Fremont,

also now deceased; Amy E. is the wife of De Witt

C. Merrill, a general merchant in Cabeiy, 111., and

unto them hare been born two children, Margucr-

ita Mabel and Wallace Trescott; William IL, Llo.yd

F. and Edward L. are the youngest of the familv.

For a number of years Mr. Trescott engaged in

the butcher's business in Chebanse, and started the

first meat-market here. He aftetward embarked

in the real-estate business, selling out his former

business in 1867. In addition to his real-estate

occupation he has for manj\vears engaged more or

less in agricultural pursuits, although his residence

has been in Chebanse since 1860.

In 1862, Mr. Trescott was elected .Justice of the

Pe.ace and for the long period of thirty years has

continued to fill that office. He has also filled several

other official positions, and the same month that

he was made Justice of the Peace he was also elec-

ted School Trustee .and h.as held that position since

then. In 1869, he was made Supervisor and served

for one year. He w.as also the Assessor of Che-

banse Township for the two years of 1865 and

1866, and at present is the President of the Village

Board of Trustees. He has been a member of the

same board during most of the time of his residence

here and has been its President a number of terms.

In all of his official positions he has been prompt and

faithful in the discharge of tlie duties, which fact

is well evinced by the repeated calls he has had
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from his fellow-citizens to fill various positions of

trust. In political sentiments he is a stanch Re-

publican and has cast his ballot for every Repub-

lican Presidential candidate from Fremont to

Harrison. He made two visits to his old home,

friends and relatives, the first one beinj;; in 1864

and the next one in December, 1891. He has

been a Mason since 1867, holding membership with

Chebanse Lodge No. 429, A. F. & A. M., of which

he has been Secretary about half of the time since

joining and still holds that office. He is a repre-

sentative citizen, and as one of the pioneer settlers

well deserves a place in this volume.

ELWIN L. AVRIGIIT, tlie efficient Postmaster

of Chebanse, is a native of the Empire State,

his birth having occurred in Jordan, Onon-

daga County on the 7th of January, 18.30. His

maternal grandmother, Mrs. Mary (Hedding) Ball,

figured conspicuously in the Revolutionary War.

She was one anioiig maiij' women who took off

their stockings and petticoats to supply AVashing-

ton's soldiers, wiio were suffering greatly for

shoes and clothing, and who could easily be

tracked by the blood on the snow and ice from

their naked feet. Her husband when seventeen

years of age was received into the army and

served throughout the Revolutionary War. A
brother of Mrs. Ball was taken prisoner by the

Tories, who without giving him time to dress car-

ried him from Newark, N. J., to New York over

the ice and snow. On the trip both of his feet

were frozen and he suffered so greatly from the

exposure that his death soon followed. He had

occasioned this cruel treatment by the Tories on

account of his befriending the American soldiers

as far as lie was able, assisting to feed and clothe

them. He was a merchant of Newark, and his life

was one of the many sacrificed for the liberties of

our glorious country.

The parents of our subject were George and

Elizabeth (Ball) Wright, and to them seven chil-

dren were born, three daughters and four sons,

five of whom are still living: Maiy, Antoinette,

Lucy, Elwin and Gideon. The father in his youth

learned the trade of tool-making, which occupa-

tion he followed until improved machinery drove

him out of the business, at which time he turned

his attention to general blacksmitliing. Mrs. Wright

did the carding, spinning and weaving for the

clothing of her family. Most of their lives were

spent upon a farm. The death of the father oc-

curred in New York in 1882, and for many years

previous to this he had been retired from business.

In the town of Jordan, Mrs. Wriglit departed this

life in the following year.

The early education of our subject was largely

attained in the public schools of Jordan, after

which he entered the .Jordan Academy, which he

attended during the winter season. In June, 1856,

he came to Illinois, taking a course in the Bryant

& Stratton Business College of Chicago. Thus well

equipped for the business of life, he commenced

buying poultry, game and like merchandise,

which he shipped to the New York markets. He
afterward bought hogs and cattle for the Chicago

market and was ver}' successful in his business en-

terprises. At the lirst call for volunteers during

the late war, Mr. Wright enlisted for the ninety

days' service, but the quota from Illinois being

sufficient at that time he was not received into

active service.

In February, 1862, was celebrated the marriage

of Mr. Wright and Miss Olive Twombly, of Kan-

kakee, and to them have been born twelve chil-

dren, nine of whom are still living. The eldest,

Antoinette, is the wife of Almond Lowe, a farmer

living about half way between Aurora and St. Ann,

111; they have one child, Henry. Lillie died when

about a year old. The younger are Jesse, Nellie,

Maggie, Helen, Alta, George, Lemuel and .Sher-

wood (twins), and another pair of twins, who died

unnamed.

Immediately after his marriage, Mr. AVriglit

leased the Milk's Grove farm, consisting of about

seven hundred acres, which he carried on forabout

two years. After th.it he removed to Cheb.anse,

purchased a hay press and has made this place his

home since that time. From 186.5 until 1870,

he ran his hay press and for the following four-

teen years was book keeper for the firm of Capen
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& Co., grain de.ilers .and elevator men. During the

next five 3-ears lie w.is engaged in liuying stock,

cattle and hogs, wliicii he shipped to Chicago. In

the month of April, 18«1), IVIr. Wright received

notice of iiis appointment by Postmaster-General

Wanamaker to the office of Postmaster of Che-

hanse and entered upon the discharge of his

duties on the ith of May of that year. He has

shown good abiiit}' and efficiency in filling this

position and has given satisfaction to all.

Mr. Wright is a stanch Republican in politics

and assisted to build tiie Republican wigwam in

Chicago, where Abraham Lincoln was nominated

for the Presidency. He is a public-spirited and

progressive man and is alw.ays in the front ranks

of those who advance the prosperity and best in-

terests of this coniniunit}'. In liis business rela-

tions, he is trustworthy and honorable, .and his

manly course in life has won for him the respect

of all.

fflEODORE KABCOX was born in Ohio,

about fourteen miles from Cincinnati, in

Hamilton County, on the 12th of March,

1824. His birthplace is about three miles from

that of Gen. Harrison. His maternal grandfather

was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was for

many years a resident of Montgomery County,

Ind., near Crawfordsville, emigrating there from

New York. He w.as of Irish descent, and at the

time of his death was about sixtj--seven years of

age. On his father's side, our subject is of Eng-

lish origin. He is a son of .lohn and Julia Ann
(Bryant) Babcox. The former was a native of

New Jersey, and the latter was born in Genesee

County, N. Y. They were the parents of four

children: Elizabeth became the wife of O. G. Wiil-

hite, a tailor in Crawfordsville, Ind., where she

died in 1868. They had four children: John,

Alice, Florence and Frank, all of whom are now
living. Theodore is next in order of birth; John,

Jr., died when a child of four years; Stephen is

the youngest of the family.

In 1818, Mr. and Mrs. Babcox removed from

New York to Ohio, settling upon a farm near Cin-

cinnati, where they resided for eighteen years. In

18;36, the father went to New Orleans, and there

contracted the dread disease, yellow fever, which

caused his death. Soon afterward, the brother of

Mrs. Babcox, Zcphaniah Bryant, moved a family

from Ohio to a pKace within ten miles of Craw-

fordsville, Ind., and our subject chose to leave

home, going with his uncle upon the trip to live

with his grandfather, whose children had all grown

up and had left the old homestead to make homes

for themselves. After Mr. Babcox had resided

with his grandfather for about two j'ears, his mo-

ther, with her other children, also removed to the

same neighborhood. She was again married, be-

coming the wife of Samuel Kirkpatrick, with

whom in 1846 she went to Joliet, 111. She de-

jiarted this life in February, 1848.

Theodore Babcox raa<le his home with his grand-

father until nearly fifteen years of age, and then

.started out to make his own living in the world.

In 1842, he went to Joliet, near which city he ob-

tained emplovraent on a farm. He was allowed

the privilege of reserving for himself a small tract

of land, on which be sowed wheat in order to ob-

tain money with which to secure a better education.

During the summer months he worked upon a

farm and attended school in the winter at Craw-

fordsville, going back and forth as the seasons

rolled by. When he first removed to .loliet, the

town was very small and he killed a deer on the

present town site, which fact would indicate

somewhat the wildness of the place at that time

In 1850, with his brother Stephen, he went to

California, where they prospected for gold. In

October of the following year, he returned home,

but his brother preferred to remain in the West,

and a number of years afterward removed to

Washington Territory, where he lived for some

years. In 1877, his death occurred at Silver City,

Idaho. He was about four years younger than

our subject.

On the 18th of January, 1849, occurred the

marriage of Theodore Babcox and Miss Nancy

Ann Cameron, daughter of Hugh and Sarah (Zum-

walt) Cameron. Four children have blessed their
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union: Florence became the wife of A. H. B. Ellis,

who was a soldier in the late war, and who now
draws a pension of $72 per month. Their home
is at Hastings, Mich., where he has held a number

of offices, among them those of Deputy Sheriff and

Constable. They have four children: Effie, P2m-

met, Edith and Cecil. The second child of our

subject, .John, resides in California. Alonzo lives

in Eads, Colo. He is engaged in farming, and is

Deputy Sheriff and Constable. He married Miss

Louise Vose and three children grace their union:

Marie, Robert and Theodore. The youngest of

the family, Nancy Ann, died on the 28th of Octo-

ber, 1861. The wife of our subject held member-

ship with the Methodist Episcopal Church and

died in that faith on the 27th of April, 1856.

Mr. B.abcox was again married, on the 4tli of

March, 1857, when Miss Mar}' Hunter, a native of

Kentucky, became his wife. Her parents died when

she was about seven years of age. By this union

have been born the following children: Reason G.,

who was married in Peoria and now makes his

home in Wisconsin, where he is engaged in the

railroad business. He has one child. Maude, who

became the wife of Terry Steele, a stock bn^-er

and sliipper of Chebanse. Fred died on the 12th

of November, 1863, while an infant. Emma Dora,

the youngest of the family, is still at home. The

mother of these children departed this life on the

21st of March, 1882. She was a consistent mem-

ber of the Methodist Episcop.al Church and left

many friends to mourn her loss.

Upon returning from California, where he had

been quite successful, Mr. Babcox settled upon a

farm about ten miles north of Crawfordsville,

where he engaged in farming for about seven

years. He then purchased a piece of land of

eighty acres in Chebanse Township, and removed

there in 1858. For Ave years he was exclusively

engaged in cultivating and improving this farm,

which he sold in February, 1863, and came to the

village, which he has made his home since that

time. In 1863, he entered into the hotel business,

but as it was during the depressing time of the

war, it was not much of a success. Accordingly,

in 1874, he decided to adopt another calling, and

has followed the business of auctioneering, in

which he had some experience, after his return

from the West. He is a man of good business

ability and wide experience, and his dealings with

his fellow-men are alwa3S marked by honesty and

trustworthiness.

Mr. B.abcox is a memlier of Chelianse Lodge No.

429, A. F. & A. M., which fraternity he joined in

1866. He has ever been a loyal Republican since

the formation of that party, and previous to that

was a stanch Whig. His life has been marked by

perseverance and industry, and the comfortable

competence which he has achieved is well de-

served.

=^^

<i^ &ILLIAM H. SELLERS, commercial traveler,

\/\j// makes his home in Clifton. He was born

^/y\§ in Chebanse Township, on the 26th of

April, 1857, and he therefore has the honor of be-

ing a native of the county. His father, Abrah.s.m

Sellers, was a native of England, Yorkshire being

the place of his birth, which occurred May 22,

181 1. He served an apprenticeship of seven years

to the blacksmith's trade, and after his marriage

emigrated to America. Crossing the Atlantic, he

arrived in the United States in 1842, locating in

Bristol, Kendall County, 111., where he followed

his trade for sever.al years. Opening a shop, he

<lid blacksmith and repair work and also engaged

in the manufacture of wagons. In 1856, he came

to Iroquois County and pre-empted land in Che-

banse Township, where he improved and developed

a farm, making it his home for about two years.

At the same time he carried on the shop in Che-

banse. In 1858 he came to Clifton, and here em-

barked in blaeksmithing, engaging in active busi-

ness until failing health forced him to retire from

.ictive work. The ten years previous to his death

he passed in retirement from labor, enjoying the

well-earned fruits of his former toil.

Mr. Sellers was twice married, his tirst wife hav-

ing died before he came to this county. At Sand-

wich, De Kalh County, Mr. Sellers was united in

inarri.age with Miss Susan M. Kice, a native of the

Empire State. She was born, reared and educated
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in Cliemung County, N. Y. The wedding cere-

mony was celebrated on tlie 26tli of July, 1855.

William Kice, the father of Mrs. Sellers, died when

she was but nine years of age. After the death of

lier parents, she found friends among strangers

and came with them to Illinois in 1852. Sir. Sel-

lers w.is an active member of the Jlethodist Epis-

copal Church, and in politics was identified with

tlie Republican party, strongly advocating its prin-

ciples, lie died on the 14th of March, 1889.

William Sellers is a sou of Abraham and Susan

Sellers. He received a good common-school edu-

cation, and in his early life learned the tinner's

trade. For about a year he wa* eng.iged in clerk-

ing in Kankakee, and then returned to his trade.

For several years succeeding, he held a clerkship,

and in 1886 beeamg a commercial traveler. Mr.

.Sellers is a natural salesman, and in this line has

been very successful, lie was in the emi)lo3- of

one firm for about four years. Socially and in his

business relations, he wins manj' friends, and much

of his success is due to his genial and courteous

demeanor. In September, 1891, he embarked in

the hotel business in Clifton, and his wife and

mother now etiiciently manage affairs in that line,

while he attends to his commercial interests.

However, he intends soon to abandon the hotel

and will occupy his fine new residence which has

just been completed.

January 5, 1888, witnessed the marriage of

Mr. Sellers and Miss Anna Taddikin. the cere-

mony taking place in Bureau County, lil. The
lady was born in Germany, and came to the

Fnited States when a child of four years. She

grew to womanhood and received her education

in Ashkum. By the union of the 3"oung coujjle

has been born a daughter, Anna. She is the light

and joy of the jjarents' home, where she is known
bj' the pel name of "Tootsie."

In politics, Jlr. Sellers casts his ballot for the

nominees of the Republican party, but has never

sought oflicial positions, preferring to devote his

time and attention to his business enterprises.

He was probalily the first male child born in Clie-

banso Township, and his entire life has been sjjent

in the county of his nativity. He is well and

favorably known througbouttlie county and State,

39

He is a man of marked business talents, and by his

personal worth and nobility of character has won

the friendship and good wishes of all with whom
he has been brought in contact.

[/L-^ IRAM VENNl'.M, or "Uncle Hiram." as he is

familiarly called, an honored pioneer of

Iroquois County, has made his home in

Milford Township since 1834. He is now

living a retired life in the city of Milford. His

name is inseparably connected with the history- of

this county, for he has been an eye-witness of its

entire growth, has aided in its upbuilding, and has

borne his part in its development. He certainh'

deserves representation in this volume, and with

pleasure we give this record of his life.

Mr. Vennum was born near Washington, the

county seat of Washington County, Pa., and is a

son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Kirkpatrick) Ven-

num. His father was also born near Washington,

and his mother was a native of New Jersey, where

she resided during the Revolutionary War. She

saw Gen. Washington while he was with his troops

in that State. In 1834, they emigrated with their

family to what was then the far West, taking up

their residence on Sugar Creek, in Milford Town-

ship, Iroquois County. The family numbered

eight children, five sons and three daughters.

Thomas K., while driving stock over the mouu-

taiiis in Eastern Penns3ivania, was taken ill and

died at tlie age of twentj^-two years. The other

children all came to Illinois. In order of birth

thev were .is follows: Thomas, Mary, Elizabeth,

George, Urias, Christopher Columbus, George

Washington, Jane, Thora.as Kirkpatrick, and Hi-

ram.

Our subject is the 3-ounge?t of the family. The

days of his boyhood and youth were s|)ent in his

native State, and at the age of twenty years he

came with his parents to Iroquois County. He has

experienced all the hardships and privations of

pioneer life. His father built the first house

erected on the prairie. The winter of 1837-38

was one of the most severe ever known in this
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part of the country. Snow fell to a great depth

and then the weather turned intensely cold. It

was thirty-five miles to the mill and a load of corn

or yard of calico could not be bought in this

neighborhood anywhere.

Mr. Venn urn of this sketch also aided in the

arduous task of developing the wild prairie into

rich and fertile fields. In 1836, he settled on a

farm on section 2, Milford Township, known as

the Mound Farm. It is said to be the highest spot

of ground between Chicago and Cairo, and he

there resided for fifty-five years engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits. He led a busy life and as the

result of his industry and perseverance acquired a

comfortable competence. He was married on the

22d of March, 1840, to Miss ]Sancy V. Wagner,

but after a short man ied life the lady was called

to her final rest June 1, 1841. At her death she

left a daughter, Nancy V., who is now the wife of

Wilder Slead, a resident of Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Mr. Vennum was again married March 24, 1846,

his second wife being Mrs. Submit Fry, a daughter

of Solomon Gilbert. She was an estimable lady

and proved to him a faithful companion and help-

mate. Her death occurred October 28, 1876. They

had one son, Gilbert, who was married April 26,

1871, to Martha Elizabeth Harlwell, daughter of

Albert and Ruth (Brown) Hartwell. He erected a

beautiful residence in Milford and his father finds

a pleasant home with him.

After the death of his wife, Mr. Vennum sold a

])ortion of his farm and the remainder is now
rented. His son Gilbert now manages his busi-

ness afl'airs for him, thus relieving him of all care

and anxiety. He has held the office of Supervisor

for a number of terms and has been the adminis-

trator of a number of estates, which fact indicates

the confidence and trust reposed in him, but he

lias always preferred to live a quiet life. He is

familiar with the history of Iroquois County since

the time when it was on the frontier, and can relate

many anecdotes and reminiscences of his pioneer

daj's. Almost sixty years have passed since he

located in Milford Township, and few indeed are

left who have so long resided here. With his

means, which are abundant, he has always been

lilirral. assisting those who needed help. The

laboring man has ever found in him a warm friend,

and many who are now in comfortable circum-

stances remember with gratitude the pecuniary

aid received from this venerable gentleman.

iIIOMAS BURNS, one of the first settlers of

this county', is a prominent farmer, who
makes his home on section 18, Aslikum

Township. At the time of his settlement here, there

were few inhabitants, but there was an abundance

of game. He often saw from twenty to twenty-five

deer in one herd, and also great numbers of wolves

and flocks of prairie chickens. Rattlesnakes were

also very numerous. Mr. Burns was quite a hunter

and killed many deer and great numbers of wolves.

He has witnessed great changes, and has helped

veiy largely in developing the count}', which is

to-day considered one of the best in the State, while

it was formerly a swamp and wilderness.

Our subject is a native of Ireland and was born

in County Carlow, Province of Leinster, on the 4th

of December, 1826, and is a son of Charles and Jo-

hanna (Nolan) Burns. Both parents were also na-

tives of the Emerald Isle, and there lived and died.

The father was twice married. His first wife, the

mother of our subject, died at the age of twenty-

four years, when Thomas was but a child. Tlie

father was a farmer by occupation, and died in the

same neighborhood in which he was born, at tlie ad-

vanced age of one hundred and two years.

•The early years of our subject were passed in the

usual pursuits of farm life, and his education was

that of the country schools. When he had reached

the age of twenty years, he determined to strike

out for himself, and believing that the New World

afforded better opportunities to a young man of

industry and perseverance, he accordingly went

to Dublin and took passage in a sailing-vessel,

called the "Infanta," which was bound for New
York. The captain and vessel were both from AVales.

They were six weeks and four days in crossing the

briny deep, and encountered a severe storm during

the voyage. They arrived in New York about
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May 20, 1848, where he spent two days, and

then went to Albany b}- way of the North River.

Thence lie went by Canal to Buffalo, where he

spent about two weeks in a brick yard, after

which he returned to New York. At that time

he was very home-sick, as he was in a foreign

land among strangers, and he had about made

up his mind to return to the land of his birth,

when in New York City he met an old acquaintance,

and with him went to Orange County, near New-

burg. There he started to work on a farm, in the

hay field, at ^9 per month, for Capt. Brown, who

wiis also of Irish birth. After remaining on the

farm for a couple of months, be went to Boston,

Mass., and hired out to a farmer near that place, re-

maining with him during the two .years succeeding.

In 1851, coming West, our subject settled in

Wayne County, Mich., in Van Buren Township,

not far from Detroit, where he purchased a farm of

eighty acres, twenty-five of whicii were cleared.

On the place was a log house and a good orchard.

He did not remain there long, however, but went to

Chicago and worked in a sawmill during the win-

ter and until the following May. The next few

months he remained in the employ' of the same

man at dredging. This man, Alexander Reed,

was a Scotchman, and in his employ Mr. Burns

continued until 185.5, when he bought a team and

engaged in teaming for several yeavs in Chicago.

On the 23d of August, 1858, Mr. Burns was

married to Eliza (lallagher, who was born in Ire-

land and reared in the same neigliborhood as our

subject. This union lias been blessed with nine

children: Cliarles isa farmer of Aslikum Township;

•lames is employed in the stock ^ards at Chiciigo;

Annie and Mary come next; Thomas holds a respon-

sible position in Chicago; Katie makes her home

in the same city; Walter, Terry and William are

still at home. Tiie mother of these children was

called to her final rest on the 17lh of September,

1884, leaving many friends to mourn her loss.

After his marriage, Mr. Burns continued to live

in Chicago for three years, and in 'Tuly, 1861,

came to Iroquois County for the firm of Gross

<fe Phillips and located land here for them. Mr.

Burns staid in Ashkum for a time, until a house

could be erected on the farm, which was situated

two and a-half miles west of Ashkum, on section

14. Here our subject opened up a farm and

thoroughly cultivated and improved it. He was

one of the first to locate in Ashkum Township.

He engaged quite extensively in stock-rais-

ing and remained upon the farm for fourteen

years. Tiiree years aftc r coming here he bought

Land for himself on section 18, the one on which

he now resides. He first purchased forty acres, and

as his financial resources were increased, added to

his original tract, first buying forty acres adjoining,

and then others, until he now owns two hundred

acres in one piece, and all good, arable and well-

improved land. He removed to his farm in

1875, and built a large and substantial residence,

barns, and other necessary farm buildings. In

1887, he met vvitii a severe loss by fire, his house

and all its contents being completely destroyed.

The fire occurred in April of that year, and was a

severe loss to our subject, as at that time he carried

no insurance. On his land he has a good orchard

and a great variety of fruit. He is one of the en-

terprising, thrifty and prosperous farmers of this

county, and by these qualities well merits the

success he obtained.

Mr. Burns was formerly a supporter of the Repub-

lican part}', but now identifies himself with the

Democracy. He has been called upon to fill several

official positions, the duties of which he has dis-

charged with ability and promptness. He has ever

been a friend to education, and lias served as a

member of the School Boaid. He numbers a wide

circle of friends and acquaintances throughout

this township and county, who hold him in high

regard on account of his many noble qualities.

^^^DWARD ALLEN TOPLIFK is a well-to-do

11^ farmer, owning and carrying on a farm on

:t_z:f' section .30, Chebanse Township. He was

born in Alden, Erie County, N. Y., on the 26th of

October, 1839. His father, Franklin Topliff, was

a native of the same county and is numbered

among its pioneers. The family is of Scotch de-

scent and at an early day emigrated to Erie County,
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The father of our subject, after arriving at man's

estate, married Sabra Mcintosh, also a native of

the Empire State. Her father was born in Massa-

chusetts. After his marriage, Mr. Topliff engaged

for some time in agricultural pursuits in New
York, and in 1840 removed to Ohio, settling near

Columbus, where he located in the wilderness. The

portion of the State in which he made his home
was heavil}- timbered and a part of it he cleared

and there made a farm. He resided there until iiis

death, which occurred in 1850. His wife had

passed away some four years after their removal

to the Buckeye State. After the death of their

parents, the children were obliged to go among
strangers.

Our subject in his early life found good friends,

who gave him the advantages of tlie public schools

during the winter terms, the remainder of the

year lieing spent in working upon a farm. Since

reaching maturity, he has largel}' educated himself,

as the limited advantages afforded by the schools

at that earlj- period but little fitted a man to meet

the requirements of active business and social life.

When about eighteen years of age, Mr. Tcipiifif came

to Illinois and secured work in a broom factory at

Kankakee, III., where he learned the trade and re-

mained for about three years. AVitli the exception

of that time and that spent in the service of his

country, his entire life has been spent upon a farm.

After leaving the factory he worked upon the

farm of his uncle, S. H. Mcintosh, until the break-

ing out of the late war.

On the 25tli of August, 1862, Mr. Topliff donned

the blue, becoming a member of Company F,

Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantr}'. He enlisted as a

Corporal and took part in the battles of Tallahassee

Bottoms, Holly Springs (Miss.), Jackson Cross

Roads (Miss.), and was also in the siege and cap-

ture of Vicksburg and the fort at .Jackson, Miss.

From there his regiment went to New Orleans,

thence to Pensacola, Fla., and Berkel>', and took

part in the charge on Ft. Mobile, Ala. On the 9tli

of April, in the last mentioned-encounter, he re-

ceived a severe wound, a minie-ball passing

through his left breast. He was also shot through

the left forearm. He received his discharge at the

cjiisi' of tile war, in August, IbGd, at 2s'ew Orleans,

and returned to Kankakee, where he remained

about a year.

In 1867, Mr. Topliff came to Iroquois Countj',

and purchased a place, consisting of eighty acres

of unimproved prairie land in Chebanse Townshii).

Of this property he made a good and fertile farm

and resided there for several years. He then sold

the same and came to the place where he now re-

sides in 1880. This property, which consisted of

one hundred and sixty acres, was also unimproved,

and this he opened up and developed to its pres-

ent high state of cultivation. He has built a com-

modious and substantial residence, good barns and

otlier buildings, and has done considerable tiling

on his farm. He also has three miles of fine hedge

and his farm is justly regarded as one of the best

in the township. He was early thrown upon the

world to shift for himself, and owes his present

prosperity to his industry, enterprise and persever-

ance. He is to-day one of the substantial and

well-to-do farmers of the county and has accumu-

lated a valuable estate and a good income.

In this county, on the 11th of November, 1867,

occurred the union of our subject and Miss Ella

Miner, who was born at Springfield, Mass., June

29, 1845. She received her education and grew

to womanhood in the city of Kankakee. By their

marriage have been born six children: Flora E. is

an accomplished 3'oung lady, who is a teacher of

vocal and instrumental music; Charles E. is en-

gaged in helping to carrj- on the work of the farm;

Eillie M. and Bert !>. are also under the parental

roof and are receiving the advantages of good

educations; Lulu Belle died at the age of eleven,

and Harry at the age of six months.

Politically, Mr. Topliff has been a member of

the Democratic parly since becoming a voter, with

the exception of his first ballot, which was cast for

Gen. U. S.Grant in 1868. Appreciating his ability,

our subject has been elected to fill numerous offi-

cial positions and has ever discharged the duties

of the same most acceptabl3' to his fellow-citizens.

Education finds in him a very active supporter

and friend, and for twelve years he has served

as one of the School Trustees. For the same

length of time he has been Road Commissioner,

being re-elected year after year to fill that position,
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and was again re-elected in the spring of 1892

for anotlier three-year term. He has been a del-

egate to a number of count}' conventions and is

Committeeman of his townshij). He has always

taken an active part in all public affairs and has

done much to advance the interests of tiie com-

munity in which he dwells. He is a member of

the Chebanse Grand Army Post and is also Pres-

ident of the Farmers' Mutual Uenefit Association.

As one of the earliest settlers and a man of upright

character and worth, he has won a wide circle of

friends who liold him in the highest regard.

"JYJ'
OHN SLATER is a prominent citizen and

farmer residing on section 29, Milk's (Jrove

Township. His birth occurred on the 8th
|

of April, 1832, near the village of Larwick,

in tlie Shetland Islands. His father, John Slater, ,

was t)orn in 1801, on those islands, and was there
j

reared and spent his entire life as a fisherman.

He married Ann Riddland. The father died in

his eighty-fifth year, and the mother's deatii oc-

curred in 1888. They were both members of the

Presbyterian Churcii, and ver}- strict in their ob-

servance of its ordinances. They would not even

cook upon .Sunday, and were very honest and

conscientious in all tiieir actions. The fatiier made

a good living and gave his children fair educations.

His family consisted of tlie following sons and

daughters: .lane, who is still living on the Shetland

Islands; Lawrence, wlio, while following his calling

as a fisherman, was cast away and never seen again
;

Thomas, a tailor in Edin))urgh; John, who is next

in order of birth; Peter, now deceased, a sailor;

Ann and Elspil, who still make their home in their

native country. The daughters have all lost their

husbands. James, the voungest son, isafisiierman

in his native land.

The boyhood days of our subject were s|)ent upon

the islands where he was born, and lie received a

good education in the public schools. During

the fishing season, he worked with his father at

that calling, and also learned the carpenter's and

joiner's trade. In 1857, determining to seek his

home and fortune in America, he bade adieu to

the friends and scenes of his youth and crossed

the Atlantic in a steamship, which was bound for

Portland, Me. He went immediately to Joliet,

111., by way of the Lakes, and arrived there on

the 26th of June, of that year. He followed his

trade of carpentering for about three years, and

then returned to Scotland on a visit. He was

married there on the 26th of December, 1859, to

Margaret Pottinger, of the same neighborhood in

which he was born. He remained with his bride

for a short time at his old home, and on the 16th

of April of the following year, went to Liverpool,

where they took passage in a steamer of the Al-

len Steamship Line, en route for Montreal. They

were wrecked and cast on St. Paul Islands, in the

Gulf of St. Lawrence, and were there one week be-

fore they weie rescued, and continued their journey

by boat to Montreal. In due time, without fur-

ther accident, they arrived in Joliet, where Mr.

Slater again engaged in carpenter work. They re-

mained in that city for about five years, and in

1862 removed to Chicago, where our subject

obtained employment in building Goveinment

bridges until 1872.

At that time Mr. Slater decided to buy a farm

and turn his attention to agricultural pursuits.

He therefore went to Kankakee County, where he

purchased eighty acres of wild Government land.

There he lived, engaged in improving and devel-

oping the property, until 1881, when he came to

Iroquois County and purchased a tract of one

hundred and sixty acres, where he now makes his

home. He erected a comfortable and ple.asant

home and the farm is well equipped with good

buildings and improved machinery. In addition

to his farming interests, he has also worked more

or less at his trade, and has been very successful

in his business affairs. For some years he has

made a specialty of keeping thoroughbred Poland-

China hogs, which are the only registered ones of

the township. When he came to America he was

^50 in debt, but by his own efforts and energy has

achieved the success which has crowned his years

of labor. He is an enterprising farmer and a man

of good business ability.

Mr. and Mrs. .Slater are the [larcnts of seven
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children: John Charles was born in the Shetland

Islands on the 28th of January, 1861, and when

he grew to manhood married Ellen Averj', and

is a leading farmer of Milk's Grove Township;

James Alexander is a farmer of Washington;

William L. and George A. (twins) are farmers of

Milk's Grove Township; Margaret Ann is the wife

of Hollis Avery, of Kankakee County; Agnes C.

and Frank are at home. These children received

good public-school educations, and Geoi'ge at-

tended the seminary at Onarga, and they were thus

well fitted to meet tlie duties of life.

Our subject and his family attend the Presby-

terian Church. Mr. Slater has been a School Trus-

tee for about nine years, and is much interested

in educational matters. He is not an office-seeker,

preferring to devote his time to his home and farm

interests, but lias been induced to accept several

positions of trust and honor, the duties of which

he has discharged in an able and efficient manner.

At present he is a Trustee and Road Commissioner,

and for five 3'ears has been Treasurer of the Board

of Commissioners. He heard political speeches by

Lincoln and Lovejoy, and was an Abolitionist

from the time of his first becoming a citizen of the

United States. Later, he has been a supporter of

the Republican party and its principles, and his

sons are also members of that party. His first

vote was cast for James A. Garfield. In local

elections he votes for the man whom he thinks

will best fill the position, regardless of party

politics.

ANIEL MONROE is an old resident of

Milk's Grove Township and owns a farm

on section 1. His birth occurred on the

25th of June, 1837, in Glasgow, Scotland.

His father, Hugh Monroe, was of Highland birth,

and left his home when a boy, going to Glasgow,

Scotland. Upon his arrival in that city, he ap-

prenticed himself for seven years to the cabinet-

maker's trade. Through his own efforts and dil-

igent study he managed to acquire a good educa-

tion. In Glasgow he met and was married to Miss

Jean Campbell, who was a native of that city.

They removed to London, where he worked at his

trade for about fourteen years. In the spring of

1851, they took passage on a sailing-vessel, the

"Hendriek Hudson," which was bound for New
York City. They wei'e seven weeks upon the At-

lantic, and upon their arrival in New York City

the}' started at once for the West. They settled

in Joliet, Will County, 111., where lie worked at

his trade. His death occurred in tiie year 1854,

and the mother died at Wilmington in 1855. They

were both consistent members of the Presbyterian

Church, and Mr. Monroe was a successful business

man.

Daniel Monroe lived in London from the time

he was a year old until his parents emigrated to

America, at which time he was about fourteen

years of age. He received fair school advantages

in London and also attended the Will Count}'

schools. Having to depend upon his own efforts

for a liveliliood, he was early inured to the hard-

ships of pioneer life. In 1868, he came to this

county and bought land where he now lives. His

purchase consisted of one hundred and sixty acres

of land which had upon it no improvements what-

ever. It was wild prairie and the grass upon it was

about four or five feet high. The country was

largely under water and great flocks of geese and

ducks were abundant in this region. He now has

a nice farm and a well-improved one. Upon it are

a good house and other buildings, trees and hedges.

He is a successful, enterprising and progressive

farmer and has wonderfully developed his prop-

erty.

On the 20th of October, 1869, occurred the

marriage of Mr. Monroe and Miss Catherine M.

Compton. Her father, James Compton, now liv-

ing in Clifton, is an old settler and highly re-

spected citizen of this county. Mrs. Monroe was

born near La Fayette, Ind., and came with lier par-

ents to this county in 1865. This union has been

blessed with four children, who were all born and

reared upon this farm: Amy E., now at liome, re-

ceived her education in the county sciiools and at

New Carlisle, Ind.; Harvey J. assists liis father

upon the farm; Clarence H. and Eva A. are still un-

der the parental roof.
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At tlie first call of liis country for volunteers in

defense of the Union, Mr. Monroe enlisted in

Company F, Twenlietii Illinois Infantry, under

Col. C. C. Marsb. He enlisted at .loliet, where the

company was organized on the 24th of April, 1861.

They first went to Alton and from there to Cape

fiirardeau. Tlie first battle in which the regiment

took part was near Frederickstown, Mo. It was

followed by the engagements at Ft. Henry and

Donelson. He was under Gen. McCleruand and

his regiment lost heavily in the engagement, forty

being killed and one hundred and twenty wounded.

On the 6th and 7th of April, 1862, the regiment

was stationed in the thickest of the battle of Shiloh,

where they had hard fighting for two days and

were driven back incli by inch. They also took

an active part in the siege of Corinth. He was in

the assault on Vicksburg under Gen. Logan, on

the 22d of May, 1863, in which his regiment lost

heavily. He witnessed its surrender and marched

into the city on the 4th of July. The siege lasted

from the 19th of May until that date and his regi-

ment was most active during that time. He was

also in the Meridian campaign under Sherman

and participated in the battles of Baker's Creek

and Jackson. The time of his service having ex-

pired, he returned home for a visit and re-enlisted

at Joliet, in Companj' D, Sixth Regiment, Gen.

Hancock's Corps. They went to Washington,

from there proceeded to Harrislturg, tlience to

Pittsburg, and back to AVashington during the

winter of 1864-65. He was in that cit^- at the

time of Lincoln's assassination. After a service

of four }-ears and three months he received his

discharge on the 1st of April, 186."), at that time

being First Sergeant. He was ever found at his

post of dut}' and was a faithful and brave soldier.

With the exception of a short time after the siege

of Vicksburg, when he was obliged to return home

on a furlough on account of fever, he was on act-

ive dutj' during the whole time of his service.

After his return from the arm3-, our subject

went to Atchison, Kan., and started across the

plains by wagon, arriving in Salt Lake Citv in

the fall of 1868. He spent the winter there and

in the spring continued his journey to Salmon

River, Idaho, where he went into the mines. In

1867, he returned to this county and has operated

bis present farm since that time. Politically, Mr.

Monroe is a stanch Republican and cast his first

vote in 1860 for Abraham Lincoln. He had the

pleasure of hearing Mr. Lincoln plead a case as a

law^-er before he was President. Our subject has

been elected to fill several local positions, though

he is not an office-seeker and prefers to devote

his time to his business interests. He is one of

the best and most public-spirited of citizens and

is held in the highest esteem throughout this sec-

tion. He is a self-made man and started in life

without any means. He has ever shown an enter-

prising and progressive spirit and has achieved

great success. He is a friend to educational meas-

ures and has given his children a good education,

thus fitting them for the battles and duties of life.

—5- ^^>^^<m=^-

'«l I^ILLIAM G. SANDERS, a well-known

\/\j// farmer of Ashkum To^Tiship, lives on

^^^ section 16. He is a native of England,

and was born on the 24th of March, 1846, in

the city of Birmingham. Warwickshire, of which

place his parents, William and Mary Ann (Graj')

Sanders, were also natives. The father, with his

famil}-, emigrated to the United States about Sep-

tember, 1856, settling in AVestchcster County,

N. Y., where he resided for about a year and a-

half. He then removed to Kendall County-, 111.,

where he located on a farm and engaged in agri-

cultural pursuits for about twenty years. Desir-

ing to retire from the arduous labors and duties

of the farm, he went to Bristol, 111., where he

spent the last, years of his life. He dejjarted this

life April 6, 1884. His wife survives him and

makes her home in Bristol.

William Ct. Sanders came to the United States

with his parents when a lad of ten 3'ears and grew

to man's estate in Kendall County, where his

youth was spent engaged in the usual duties of

farmer lads and in attending the common schools.

Later, he went to the Aurora Commercial College,

where he received a good business education, thus

fitting him for the active business pursuits of life.
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He remained with his father until after reaching

his majority, assisting him iu the care of his farm.

During this time, liowever, he worked some for

himself, and his first experience in farming for

himself was in Ogle County, where he was thus

occupied for about three years. In 1872, Mr.

Sanders came to Iroquois County and bought a

tract of eight}' acres in Aslikum Township, on

which he still makes his home. Of this farm but

a few acres had been broken, and but slight im-

provements made. In the way of buildings there

was but a small shanty, iu which he lived while he

made other improvements. Soon bountiful harvests

rewarded his care and cultivation, and now a

substantial home, good stables and other build-

ings show the owner to be a tlirifty and prosper-

ous farmer. This farm is located two and a-quar-

ter miles from Clifton, and is considered a

valuable piece of land.

In Joliet, Will County, on the 29th of October,

1874, occurred the marriage of Mr. Sanders and

Miss Elizabeth B. Malcolm, a native of Illinois,

who was reared and educated in Joliet. Her fa-

ther, James Malcolm, was born in Scotland, and

grew to manhood and was married in Bristol,

Kendall County, to Miss Jessie Y. Bertram, No-

vember 4, 1845. He was one of the first settlers

and honored pioneers of Joliet, being one of the

first to locate in the city. He was a miller by trade

and a much-respected citizen. When crossing the

ocean to this country', he was shipwrecked, and,

with some others, climbed upon some floating ice

and was afterward rescued by a passing ship.

Many others of the crew and passengers who got

into the ship's small boats have never been heard

from, and are supposed to have found watery

graves. He departed tliis life January 31, 1885.

Mrs. Malcolm died July 16, 1889.

While not members of any church organization,

our subject and his estimable wife attend the

Clifton Methodist Episcopal Cliurch, to which

they give their support, and are firm believers in

its doctrine. Socially, Mr. Sanders is a member of

Clifton Lodge, A. F. & A. M. Since casting his first

ballot for Gen. U. S. Grant in the Presidential

election in 1868, he has ever supported the prin-

ciples of the Republican party. He has never

been an aspirant for official positions, but has

preferred to give his entire time and atten-

tion to his agricultural and business interests.

He is a representative citizen of this section,

and has won many friends by his integrity of

character and his manly course in life. Mr. and

Mrs. Sanders have two mteresling children: Cora

and George, and two little girls, Edith and Eva,

died in early childiiood.

EBEN L. HILLS, Supervisor of Milk's Grove

Township, resides on section 15. He was

,- -" born in the town of Big Grove, Kendall

County, III., on the 13tii of November, 1843. His

father, Eben M. Hills, was a native of Connecti-

cut, his birth occurring on the 8th of October,

1801, in Goshen, Litchfield Count}'. His early

life was passed upon a farm, and when he arrived

at mature years he was married, in Burnliam Center,

Oneida County, N. Y., to Miss Stella Sears. The

wedding was celebrated on the lltli of June, 1828.

Mrs. Hills was a native of the Empire State, her

birth occurring in South East, Putnam County,

N. Y., on the 2Ut of August, 1806. After his mar-

riage, Mr. Hills removed to Illinois, coming by

way of the Lakes. His family and goods came by

team overland. He arrived in Kendall County

in 1833, when the country was nothing but a wil-

doi-ness. He proceeded to open up and develop

a farm and afterwards became the owner of an-

other one. He was quite successful as a business

man and farmer, and was a strong anti-slavery

man, and politically a Whig. He was a firm be-

liever in the common schools, was a good citizen

and a kind neiglibor. He and his wife were

highly esteemed members of the Congregational

Church of Lisbon, where for a long time he was a

Deacon. He was a man of wide reading and in-

telligence and was held in high regard by all. His

death occurred on the 17tli of February, 1859, and

that of his wife on the 19th of June, 1884. Mrs.

Hills spent her last days with her children.

In their family were eight children: Mrs. Caro-

line Cass, a widow, resides in West Superior,
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Wis.; Hubert died in South Dakota; Frederick B.

is a leading farmer of Keudall County; Melissa

Stone lives in Sandwich, De Kalb County; Marj-

Ann died when a child; Eben L., our subject;

Sarah Lamira and Luther B. make their home
in California. With the exception of the two eld-

est children, who were born in Oneida Countj-,

N. Y., thej were all born and reared in Lisbon, 111.

The early years of our subject were passed upon

his father's farm in Illinois in the usual pursuits

of farmer boys. For that early day he received

quite a fair common-school education, and at nine-

teen years of age he left his studies in order to

enter the army. He left Lisbon in company with

the regiment in which he had enlisted on the l.ith

of August, 1862, as a member of Company' E,

Ninet\--first Illinois Infantry, under Col. H. M.

Day, and was mustered into service at Springfield.

The compan}' was detailed to guard railroad

bridges in Kentuck3". Gen. Morgan made them

prisoners, our subject being captured on the 27th

of December, 1862. He was paroled and sent lo

St. Louis, where he was kept until July, 1863.

After being released, he proceeded to Vicksburg,

thence went to New Orleans and afterward to

Texas. He then went to Mobile and assisted in

the capture of that city. He entered the service

as a private soldier and was an Orderly at head-

quarters. He w.as a faithful and efficient soldier,

ever to be found at his post of duty and true to

the trust reposed in him.

Returning from the war. he went to Springfield

and arrived at his home on the 28th of July, 1865.

On the 29th of November, 1866, Mr. Hills was

married to Miss Phila M. Bushnell, a native of the

Empire St^te. Their marriage was celebrated in

the house where he was born at Lisbon. Kendall

County. Mrs. Hills is a daughter of Richard and

Adeline (McCuen) Bushnell, who came to Illinois

in 1848, when Mrs. Hills was but four years of

age. They fii-st settled in McIIenry County, then

at Dundee, Kane County, and finally removed

to Lisbon, when she was about eleven years of

age. Mr. and Mi-s. Bushnell are now both de-

ceased. Three children grace the union of our

subject and his wife: Lillian M. is the wife of

Arthur Boswell, and lives in Nebraska. She was

born in the same house where her father's birth oc-

curred, and grew to womanhood in Kankakee

County. Susan H. resides at home and was born

at Chebanse, Iroquois County. She acquired her

education in the public schools of Ouarga. Hubert

was horn in Chebanse and assists his father upon

the home farm.

In 1870, Mr. Hills removed to Kankakee and en-

gaged in farming there until 1885. Since that

time he has made his home in this township and

operates a farm of four hundred and eighty acres.

This is a well-improved piece of property, and as an

agriculturist he meets with success. For several

years he has engaged in breeding English Shire

horses and has a number of full-blooded imported

and registered animals. He is the owner of some

very fine stock, and in all his business enterprises

he shows good judgment and sagacity. Mr. and

Mrs. Hills are faithful members of the Congrega-

tional Church at Chebanse. Socially, he is a mem-
ber of the Grand Array Post at Chebanse and be-

longs to the order of Modern Woodmen. He cast

his fii-st vote for Gen. U. S. Grant and has been a

stanch Republican since the war. He has often at-

tended the conventions of his party, both county

and senatorial. At present he is .Supervisor of the

township, and has served as Township Clerk for

four years. He makes an able and efBcieut officer

and discharges the duties of his position to the

satisfaction of all. Mr. Hills is pleasant and genial

and his hospitable home is always open to his many
friends.

.it>>'^ III I I ^

/^ HARLES W. RAYMOND. Every com-

(li munity has a few men who stand pre-emi-

^^l' nent in the eyes of its citizens. This is be-

cause of their inherent public spirit, generous im-

pulses or superior ability. Out of the mass which

constitutes the community these few men shed

their lustre abroad—their light shines not tike a

lamp which reflects its rays simply upon the four

walls of a room, but like the sun, which shines

upon all; they stand above their fellows; their
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reputations extend beyond the narrow confines of

their homes; their influence reaches out beyond

the little community in which they happen to re-

side, and their names become iiousehold words be-

cause of the pre-eminent position which they hold

in society'.

Charles W. Raymond, the subject of this sketch,

is an apt illustration of this fact. Born in humble

circumstances, and battling withadversity, he has

been constant in purpose, and has achieved a dis-

tinction in which he may well take pride, even as

the friends who have watched his progress and ad-

mired his career are proud of the position he has

attained among his fellowmcn.

He was born iu Dubuque, Iowa, the son of Capt.

William M. Raymond and Mary E. (Meyers) Ray-

mond. Scon after his birth tlie family removed

to Nashville, Tcnn., where the father conducted a

prosperous business until the clouds of war began

to hang like a dark pall over the threatened na-

tion. Treason stalked with arrogance through the

streets of the Rock City and vowed du-e venge-

ance upon all who dared to assert their loyalty to

the Union. Capt. Raymond, in whose veins flowed

the blood of Revolutionarj'sires, was, however, not

to be intimidated; he denounced in vehement

terms the folly and futility of secession, and so

outspoken and emphatic were his sentiments of

loyalty to the Old Flag that he became a marked

man and was obliged to flee for safety, his escape

from lynching being due to the warning of a

friend, a Southern sj'mpathizer, whose friendship

was yet so strong and true that he secreted the

loyal but despised Yankee on his own premises

until he could find safe passage with his family to

the North. Capt. Raymond landed at Lawrence-

burg, Ind., where heat once joined the Fifty-second

Indiana Infantry, being elected First-Lieutenant

of Company D, of which he subsequently be-

came Captain. The family went on to Indianap-

olis, where they remained during the war. Capt.

Raymond followed the fortunes of his regiment

through all its vicissitudes; shared in its bivouacs,

its battles and its marches, until he finally arrived

with the army at Nashville, the old home from

which he had been driven, and he here lost his life

in the memorable battle of December 16, 1864. His

remains were brought to Cincinnati (his birth-

place), where they were tenderly laid to rest in the

Curamingsville Cemetery in Januarj', 1865.

The widow, with three orphaned children, then

moved to Mt. Washington, Ohio, in order to be

near her relatives, with whom she afterward came to

Illinois, locating in Washington, Tazewell County.

Charles, then a youth, spent three years upon a farm

in Linn Township, Woodford County. Afterward

he joined his mother, who had moved to Onarga,

Iroquois County, where he entered Grand Prairie

Seminary. He applied himself zealously to his

books, and completed his studies in Wabash Col-

lege, at Crawfordsville, Ind. For a time he worked

in the flax mill at Onarga as tow-boy, but in 1878

he came to Watseka, where he was given a clerk-

ship in the olDce of the County Clerk, being in

1882 installed as Deputj' County Clerk under

Henry A. Butzow. In the interim, he studied law

and was admitted to the Bar in 1886. To-day,

although still a young man, he stands in the front

of the legal [ii'ofession in Iroquois County. As

an orator, he is the peer of any of his colleagues,

having (in his determination to succeed as a public

speaker) overcome obstacles which have discour-

aged many another even better equipped. To-

day he will staitd before his auditors and com-

mand their profoundest attention by the fascina-

tion of his speech, while man}' people in Watseka

well remember his complete failure and mortifica-

tion in his first attempt to speak in public a few

years ago. Words failed him, his tongue refused

utterance, his face flushed, his limbs trembled; he

stood there unable to utter a sentence, when, in

abject humiliation, he took his seat, but in his dis-

comfiture still resolved that he would 3'et over-

come his timidit}' and some day prove to his

friends that perseverance and determination will

triumph in the end. This episode occurred in

1879 before a large audience (the writer of this

sketch being one of the number), where he had

been advertised to sj)eak in the old Opera House

on Third Street. The editor of the Iroquois Times

in his report of the proceedings, August 23, 1879,

referred to the matter in these kindly woi-ds of

encouragement: " Don't be discouraged, Charley;

the greatest orators the world ever produced failed
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in their first efforts. We expect to hear from _vou

yet." And "Charley" has verified the prophecy

of the sympathizing editor.

Being tlioroughly conversant with tlie affairs of

the county, he was in 1886 selected by the Board

of Supervisors to conduct the prosecution in the

celebrated case of the People of the State of Illi-

nois for use of Iroquois County vs. John W. Riggs,

ex-Circuit Clerk, to recover certain trust funds

and fees withheld by the defendant. In the pros-

ecution of this, one of his first cases and a most

important one, he exhibited such skill and de-

termination that he at once sprang into promi-

nence, and his reputation as an able and fearless

attorney became established at the very threshold

of his practice. The successful prosecution of this

case did much to inaugiu-atc some wholesome re-

forms among the county officials. From that time

forth Mr. Raymond's career has been one of uni-

form success. He was employed by Hon. John L.

Hamilton in 1891 in the contest between this gen-

tleman and Henry A. Butzow for the seat in the

Thirty-seventh General Assembly from the Six-

teenth Senatorial District of Illinois, in which he

scored a complete victory for his client, who was

seated as a Republican, though the House in which

the contest took place was Democratic. This con-

test atttracted general interest throughout the

State, as the election of a United States Senator

was involved and much depended upon the com-

plexion of the House, the parties being almost

equally divided, three Independents wielding the

balance of power. He was also engaged in the

Munhall-Mann contest, wherein the latter, having

been declared elected by the Board of County

Canvassers and installed as Circuit Clerk, his

rights were disputed by the complainant, who al-

leged irregularities at the polls, which, if corrected,

would entitle him to the office.

Mr. Raymond has taken an active part in poli-

tics and is recognized as one of the leaders of the

Republican party in Eastern Illinois, where he

wields a marked influence. He has attended vari-

ous conventions (county, congressional and dis-

trict) and in 1892 was a delegate to the Republican

State Convention, where he was chosen as a Rep-

resentative-at-Large of that body to the National

Republican League, which met at Buffalo, N. Y.,

in September of that year. Here be became con-

spicuous, being placed upon several important

committees, and was honored as Chairman of the

committee of three (Judge James H. Blanchard,

of New York, and Judge John P. Seamans, of

California, being the other two members) to notify

Gen. J. S. Clarkson of his election as President of

the National Leagne of Republican clubs.

He was appointed Master in Chancery for Iro-

quois County' by the Circuit Judges of this dis-

trict, his fitness for this responsible position being

generally conceded. He is also one of the Vice-

pre>idents of the State Bar Association, of which

Hon. Lyman Trumbull is President.

Not alone in the practice of his profession and

in public affairs does Mr. Raymond find congenial

emplo^-ment, but he devotes much of his time and

talent to the advancement of fraternal societies.

He is a leading Odd Fellow, having passed through

all the chairs in lodge and camp of the order, and

is representative from Iroquois Encampment No.

81, J. O. O. F., of AVatseka, to the Grand Encamp-

ment of Illinois. His services are much sought

after b^' lodges as orator on anniversary and holi-

day occasions. He is also a member of Mil-

ford Lodge No. 211, K. P., and a Sir Knight

of the Uniformed Rank. He was instrumental

in the organization of the Sons of Veterans

in Iroquois County, and is held in high es-

teem by his comrades, who have frequently- testi-

fied their appreciation of his services by honoring

him with the highest offices in their gift.

No attornej' in Iroquois County has more ele-

gant liusiness apartments, his office occupying three

rooms over the Citizens' Bank. It is a model of

tidiness and good order, indicating to the caller

at first sight the character of the occupant, the im-

pression being that a man wlio keeps his books and

papers in order knows where tliey are, and, know-

ing this, knows what they contain—in fact, knows

his business. His library is one of the most ex-

tensive and valuable in the county, his aim being

to keep pace with all that is new in the profession.

He is a man of fine presence, dignified yet affable,

j
a true friend and a charitable opponent, slow to

anger yet quick to resent, mild of speech yet he
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can deliver terrific blows when occasion requires.

He has risen by hisown iin.'xided genius from an ob-

scure youtli, guiding the plow upon a farm or pitch-

ing fibre in a flax-mill, to be one of the best known
of the prominent citizens in Iroquois County;

he has built up a successful practice and achieved

an enviable reputation, the result of industry and

perseverance. His career is but another illustra-

tion of what a young man may accomplish by well-

directed effort and singleness of purpose

—

Per

asjjera ad astra. In this land of opportunities

he wins who works.

:^E*=±___-/

'^ OHN F. SCHRADER, a well-known farmer

of Ciiebanse Township, owns and carries on

^,^1 , a farm on section 13. He is a native of

^^f/ Germany, his birth having occurred on the

7tli of January, 1828, in Hanover. Hisearly years

were passed in an uneventful manner up to tlie age

of seventeen in agricultural pursuits and in the ac-

quisition of an education. In company with his

father, .John H. Schrader, he determined to seek a

home and fortune in America. They accordingly

went to Bremen, taking passage in a sailing-

vessel, the "Anna" bound for Baltimore. After

a voyage of some five weelvS upon the brinj'

deep they arrived ajL their destination in Sep-

tember, 1844. They proceeded to Indiana, set-

tling in Ripley County, where the father engaged

in farming until his deatli, which occurred in the

winter of 1855.

Our subject was engaged upon a farm by the

month in Indiana for nine years. He carefully saved

his earnings and invested in land in the Iloosier

State, whicli he afterward sold and with the proceeds

purchased land, the place where he now resides. He
had traveled through a large portion of Indiana

and Illinois before deciding to purchase in this

county, which he did in .Tune, 1854. He then went

to Kankakee, where he spent the winter of 1854-55

in school. He has largely educated himself since

arriving at mature years as his earl}- education was

limited. He is now well informed on all leading

issues and affairs of importance, both national and

otherwise. In the spring of 1856, he located upon

his land and began in earnest to improve his

property. The county at that time bad but few

inhabitants and much of it was under water. There

were but two stores at Chebanse, and with the rail-

road depot they constituted the town. Mr. Schra-

der's first purchase was a tr.act of eighty acres. After

he had partially improved this he bought adjoining

land from time to time as his finances would permit

and now is the owner of over a section of good

arable and well-improved land. The farm on

which is his home adjoins the corporate limits of

Chebanse. Mr. Schrader is pre-eminently a self-

made man, having commenced his business career

absolutely without capital. His years of enterprise,

industry and effort have been crowned with a suc-

cess whicii he has well deserved, and he is to-day

one of the wealthy and influential farmers of the

coujity.

On the 26th of March, 1859, lie was married to

Miss Jane Slinn, whose birtln)lace and childhood's

home was Stafford, England. At the age of twelve

years she with her parents removed to America,

settling in New York Citj-. After two years they

moved to Chicago, an d four years later to Chebanse

where they permanently located. Siie was intelli-

gent, energetic, a devoted Christian, and as a wife

and mother faithful in the discharge of eveiy duty-

After twenty-nine years of married life she was

culled to her home above, her death occurring

August 12, 1888. Mr. and Mrs. Schrader are the

parents of nine children, seven of whom are still

living: Clara is the wife of Orin B. SLrecter, who is

engaged in a prosperous mercantile business in

Denver, Colo.; George W. assists his father with

the work upon the home farm; Emma, since the

death of the mother, remains at iiome; John H.,

Charles, Joseph, Harriet and Flora are still under

the parental roof and are attending school. Fannie

J. lived to a beautiful young womanhood and died

August 17, 1888, five days after her mother passed

away. Freddie, the youngest son, died at the age

of two years and six months.

Mr. Schrader cast his first ballot for Abraham Lin-

coln in 1860, and has been an active Republican,vot-

ing for every nominee since that time. Three of his



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPinCAL RECORD. 843

sons are voters; two of them like their father are Re-

publican, and the other is a supporter of the Pro-

hibition part3'. Though never an aspirant for of-

fice, our subject has been a number of times called

upon b^- his fellow-citizens to occupy positions of

trust and honor, and has discharged the duties per-

taining to them in an able manner and to the satis-

faction of all. Mr. Schrader and his family are

members of the First Congregational Church of

Chebanse. Ev(!ry worthy enterprise finds in them

sui)[)Ort and encouragement and they have always

given liberally of their means to church and benev-

olent purposes. For nearly two-score years, Mr.

Schrader has been a citizen of this State and is

numbered among the honored pioneers of the

county. By his life of integrity he has won and

deserved the praise and commendation of all and

numbers host of friends in this county- and those

adjoining.

€^ ^^

"^(OHN D. ASH, who owns and operates one

hundred and twenty acres of land on sec-

tions 6 and 7, Middleport Township, is an

^5^^ Jionored veteran of the late war, and a pro-

gressive and substantial farmer of this community.

A native of Ohio, he was born in Clarke County,

near Springfield, on the 8th of June, 1833. His

parents, William and Elizabeth (Driskel) Ash, were

also natives of the Buckeye State, and were of Ger-

man and Irish descent respectively. Their family

numbered SIX children, three sons and three daugh-

ters. Mary, deceased wife of Henry Gaines; John U.,

of this sketch; Katherine, wife of Dr. Harvej' Milch-

ell, a practicing physician residing in Aluncie, Ind.;

Harrison, a resident farmer of Marion County, Kan.;

Priscilla, wife of Martin Halloway, who is engaged

in farming near Crawfordsville, Ind.; and Elias,

who died in 18()3. The mother of this famil3' died

in 1845, and Mr. Ash departed this life in 1862.

Both were members of the Methodist Church.

Mr. Ash, whose name heads this record, spent his

boyhood days in the usual manner of farmer lads.

In the summer months, he aided in tiie labors of

the farm, and when work iu the fields was over, he

attended the district schools of the neighborhood

through the winter season, until nineteen years of

age. Under the parental roof he remained until

his marriage, which was celebrated in 1857. The
previous year he had come to Iroipiois Coun-

ty, and having formed the acquaintance of Miss

Sarah Buck, they were joined in wedlock. The
lad}' was a daughter of David and Catherine(L3--

man) Buck, who were numbered among the eailv

settlers of Iroquois County.

After his marriage, Mr. Ash operated a rented

farm until 1862, when, responding to the call of

duty, and prompted by patriotic impulses, he offered

his services to the Government, and became a mem-
ber of Company B, One Hundred and Thirteenth

Illinois Infantry. He was mustered into service in

Chicago, and the first battle in which he partici-

pated was at Arkansas Post. The same day, he was

taken sick, and the following day was sent to the

field hospital. Soon afterwards, he was sent to the

hospital in St. Louis, Mo., where he remained for

eleven months, ill with typhoid fever. November
It, 1864, he received an honorable discharge, and re-

turning to Illinois again resumed farming. He pur-

chased forty acres of land on section 4, Middleport

Township, where he made his home for six years,

when, selling his first farm, he became owner of

one hundred and twenty acres on sections 6 and 7

of the same township.

In 1876, Mr. Ash was called upon to mourn the

loss of his wife. Five childten had been born of

that marriage, namely: Mary, wife of Charles Jewitt,

a resident of Pittwood, 111.; Doretta, who died

September 7, 1878; Noah, a farmer residing in

Middleport Township; John and William, both of

whom are at home, and assist their father in the

cultivation of tlie farm. In 1878, Mr. Ash was

again married, his second union being with Mrs.

Mrvv (Bower) Buck, widow of David Huck. Five

children graced this marriage, but the three eldest,

Georgia, Charlie and Lena, are now deceased. Eva
and Ettie, twins, are at home.

Mr. Ash is a supporter of Democratic princi-

ples. He has never been a politician in the sense of

oflice-seeking. but has faithfully served his fellow-

townsmen as Sciiool Director and Road Commis-

siuuer. His farm ia a well-improved place, and its
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neat appearance gives evidence of thrift and en-

terprise which are among the owner's chief

characteristics. He is a man of sterling wortli. held

in high esteem throughout the communitj', and

has proved himself a valued citizen by his public

spirit and the commendable interest that he man-

ifests in all pertaining to the welfare of the com-

munity.

jfJACOB HELLER, a well-known farmer of

I
Chebanse Township, makes his home on

/« i

section 26. He has the honor of being a

l^g// native of Illinois, his birth occurring in Cook

County, on the 28th of January, 1856. He is a

son of Conrad Heller, and a brother of John Heller,

whose sketch appears on another page of this

volume. Our subject came to Iroquois Count3'

with his parents when a child of but three jears,

and has here grown to manhood on the farm where

he still resides. His boyhood days were spent in

the usual manner and pursuits of farmer boys.

His education was acquired in the district schools

during the winter season, and these limited privi-

leges were supplemented by a course of study in

a German school at Kankakee. He remained with

his father upon the home farm until the latter's

death, which occurred October 2,1890. In 187(1,

the father retired from the active cares and anx-

ieties of superintending a farm, and our subject

then took charge of the place and business. He

has since added a forty-.acre tract, thus making

one hundred and forty acres in all. This is good

arable land, and under a fine state of cultivation.

Mr. Heller has just completed a good and siibstan-

tuil residence and h.as commodious barns and out-

buildings. About his property on every hand are

seen the thrift and enterprise of the owner.

On the 16th of April, 1879, Mr. Heller led to

the marriage altar Miss Mary Zopf, a native of

Kankakee, born April 24, 1855. and there reared

to womanhood. She is a daughter of Sebastian

Zopf, one of the first settlers of Kankakee, whose

birth occurred in Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Hel-

ler have been burn four children: William is now

attending school, and is bright in his studies, while

Nettie and Laura are still under school age. Jessie,

twin to Laura, died at the age of four months.

Our subject uses his right of franchise in favor

of the Republican party, and is a believer in our

public-school system and a stanch friend of edu-

cation. He has served for several years as a member

of the School Board, and has always been active

and efficient in the work. Almost his entire life

has been spent in this County, where he is well

known and highl^^ esteemed and respected as a man
of upright character and life. He has seen won-

derful changes in this county, as at the time of

his first arrival here it had few inhabitants, and was

but little developed. He has always taken an ac-

tive part in all measures tending to advance the

prosperity and welfare of his fellow-citizens, and

well merits a representation in this volume of

the pioneers and early settlers of this region.

ENRY R. FIELDS, a well-known citizen of

Sheldon, was born in Danville, Ky., June

10, 1837, and comes of an old family of

'jj that locality. His great-grandfather, Will-

iam Fields, was born in Ireland and came to Dan-

ville when the region round about was all wild and

unimproved. He entered from the Government

fourteen hundred acres of land, and the farm has

been in the possession of the family for over one

hundred years. The grandfather of our subject

bore the name of Henry Fields, w.as a native of

Danville and one of the earl3f settlers. He owned

six bundled and forty acres of land, the boundaries

of which had been marked by his father bj' blazing

trees with a hatchet. He was a large farmer and

slave-owner in that locality.

William M. Fields, the father of our subject,was

born in Danville in 1815, and spent his entire life

there. In 1832, he embarked in merchandising

and for near half a century was proprietor of one

of the leading dry-goods stores of that place and

a prominent and influential business m.an. He
married Miss Ann Thorn, who was boni in York-
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shire, England, in October, 1815, and when six

months old was brought by lier parents to America,

the family locating in Lexington, Ky., where her

fatjier owned and operated a woolen mill until his

death. Unto Mv. and Mrs. Fields was born a

family of twelve children, eight of whom are now
living: Henry R. is the eldest; PJlizabetii D. is now
the wife of Eloi Joffrion; Susan R. married the

Hon. E. J. Joffrion; T. T. is living in Louisiana;

Miss Annie, L. B. and W. M. reside in Lexington,

Kv.;.and Miss Carrie B. still makes her home in

Danville.

The subject of this sketch was educated in his

native city, a college town, and the seat of the old

Center College which w.as founded sixty-nine years

ago and from which have graduated some of tiie

ablest men of the country, including Governors,

statesmen, prominent journalists, etc. On attaining

liis majority, he was united in marriage with Miss

Mary F.,daughter of .Tohn and Mary Garrard. Their

union was celebrated in La Porte, Ind., December

22, 1858. Mr. Fields had received his business

training in his father's store, and after his marriage

embarked in merciiandising in North Liberty, .St.

Joseph County, Ind., where he carried on opera-

tions successfully until the fall of 18G3.

At that time, Mr. Fields abandoned business

pursuits and entered the service .as a member of

Coinp.any H, Twclftii Indiana Cavaliy, in which

he served until after the close of the war. He,

with his command, was driven from Tullahoma to

Murphreesboio, Tenn., and was there surrounded

by Hood's forces for twenty-two days, fighting and

skirmishing each day, and after the battle at

Nashville, in which Hood was defeated by Thomas,

he participated in the Mobile campaign. Lieut.

Fields was ever found at his post of duty, faith-

full^' defending the Old Fag which now waves

over a united nation. When the war w.as over,

he returned to his home and in 1872 came to this

county.

By the union of Mr. and Mrs. Fields have been

born six sons: William M., now a prominent and

enterprising business man of Fowler, Ind.; John

G., who for ten years has been traveling over the

world; Henry R., a prosperous merchant of Fowler,

Ind.; Bennett J., Louis A, and Arthur Bruce, at

home. Mr. Fields is a well-known citizen of Shel-

don and takes an active interest in all that per-

tains to the welfare of the community and its up-

building. He has been quite prominent in politi-

cal affairs and is an enthusi.astic supporter of the

Republican party. Those who know him esteem

him highly for his sterling worth, and his friends

and acquaintances throughout the community are

many. Mr. Fields is now engaged in publishing

the Sheldon News, one of the leading Republican

organs of the Ninth Congressional District of Illi-

nois.

€+^[

iTP. ^ ANS RASMUSSEN, who owns and operates

jirjij one hundred and sixty acres of good land

jV^ on section 22, INIilk's Grove Township, is a

(^) native of Denmark. He was born in the

city of Yplkenbach, on the 28th of April, 1846,

and is a son of Rasmus Han.son. His fattier was born

and reared on the same farm .as our subject, and

there spent his entire life, engaged in agricultural

pursuits. He was a well-educated man, quiet and

unassuming in manner, and highly respected by

all knew him. He served in the War of 1846.

He married Miss Metta Christina Hanson, who is

still living and makes her home with her children

in this country. Mr. Il.anson was a member of the

Lutheran Church, to which his family all belong,

and died in that faith in his native land, at the

age of sixty-six years. In the Rasmussen family

were four children, the eldest of whom is Hans;

Frederick crossed the Atlantic in 1870, and is now
engaged in farming at Fowler, Benton County,

Ind.; M.aria Christina is married, and resides on a

farm in Cass County, N. Dak.; and Mrs. Mary

Larssen is a resident of Chicago.

Our subject was only nine years of age at his

father's death. lie then started out in life for

himself, and has since been dependent on his own
resources. His school privileges were very lim-

ited—in fiict, he is self-educated, but by observation

and experience he has made himself a well-informed

man. He remained in his native land until he

had attained his m.ajority, when he w.as married.

May 16, 1866, and emigrated to America. The
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lady of bis choice was Miss Marj^ Jensen, who was

born May 16, 1837, in the city of Ilolstenbuig. In

the spring of 1866, the young couple bade good-

bye to their old home, and sailed to Hamburg,

Geymany, thence to New York. On landing in

this country, they at once made their way West-

ward, locating in RoUa, Mo., but after a short stay

of a month in that place came to Illinois. Mr.

Rasmussen located in Chebanse, and for two years

worked on the railroad. On the expiration of

that period he began farming in his own interests,

renting forty acres of land, which he operated un-

til 1874. In that 3-ear he went to Newton County,

Ind., where he engaged in farming for some time,

when he removed to Fowler, Benton Countj-.

Tlie last nine years of his life have been spent

upon his present farm, which comprises one hun-

dred and sixty acres of arable land under a high

state of cultivation, well improved and well tiled.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rasmussen have been born

three children, two sons and a daughter: James L.,

who was born in this county; OUe John, who died

when four mouths of age; and Lena M.,born in New-

ton County, Ind. Both the living children were

educated in the public schools, and are yet at home.

Mr. Rasmussen and his family are all members of

the Lutheran Church. He east his first Presiden-

tial ballot for Gen. Grant in 1872, but since that

time he has been a supporter of the Deraocracj'.

It was twenty-six years ago that he came to this

county. In the years of his residence here he has

proven himself a valued citizen, who takes an

active interest in all that pertains to the welfare

of the community. He is held in liigh regard

throughout the locality in which he lias made his

home, and his friends and acquaintances are many.

FRANKLIN J. HENNESSY is a retired mer-

chant and a native son of this county. He

has the honor of having been tlie first male

child born in Milk's Grove Township, his birth oc-

curring on the 29th of July, 1853. His father,

Humphrey Ilennessy, was born in County Cork,

Ireland, and followed the life of a farmer in the

Kmerald Isle. In 1848, determiuiug to seek his

fortune in the New World, he crossed the briny

deep and located in tlie neighborhood of Le Roy, N.

Y., where he also followed agricultural pursuits.

The mother of our subject, who was before her

marriage Margaret Gleason, was also born in Ire-

land, the place of her birth being the Silvermines

in County Tipperary. In 1849 she came to

America and settled near Le Roy, where she became

acquainted with, and in 1852 married, Mr. Hen-

nessy. Soon after their marriage they removed

to Illinois and worked upon a farm in Milk's Grove

Township, this county. For six months after their

arrival they never beheld the face of a woman, and

the howl of the prairie wolf and the morning call

of the prairie chicken were to be heard on evcrj'

hand. There was no house or settlement within

many miles,with the exception of one log cabin in

Pilots Grove, one in Oliver's Grove and one at

Sammons Point, near the Iroquois River. Though

the trials and hardships of that early day were

enough to try tiie soul of any one however brave,

Mr. Ilennessy and his wife were made of that kind

of material which kndws no such word as fail. In

their strong resolution to succeed the}' toiled on

with patience and waited for such developments

as time would surely bring. They lived to see

their labors rewarded and saw the desert blossom

as the rose and become one of the most fertile and

profitable portions of the State. In the spring of

1856 they removed to a farm near Sugar Island,

four and a-half miles east of the village of Che-

banse, which farm is still owned by the familj'.

The father's death occurred on the 23d of Jul}-,

1870, but the mother is still living and makes her

home witli our subject in Chebanse.

Their famih' consisted of two sons, Franklin J.

and John. The latter lost his life in Chicago on

the morning of the 25th of .March, 1892, by falling

from the third-story window of the New York

Hotel. His remains were brought to Chebanse,

where on the following Sunday he was laid to rest

in the Catholic Cemetery. His occwpation was

that of farming and stock-raising, and for twentj--

two years he had managed the farm formerly owned

bv his father. His mother lived with him and he

made a comfortable and pleasant home for her.

Ho was a young man of much promise, genial, af-
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fable and happy and had a liost of friends. He
was in Chicago with stock, arriving the morning

of tlie 24th of March.

Our subject, Fr.iiiiilin Ilennessy, received but a

limited education in the district schools of his

neigiiborliood, .as at that early d.ay they had not

been brought to their present standard of excel-

lence. His first school teacher was (). S. Wiiitehead,

and among his other school teachers w.as ,1. P. H.

Trescott, who is still a resident of Cliebanse, and one

to whom he will ever be grateful for his kindness.

Jlr. Hennessy also took a short course in the Holy

Family's Catholic .School in Chicago. He always

llad a natural talent for business, and on the 8th of

June, 1874, entered the employ of the celebrated

Lemuel Milk in his general store, which was known
as the Combination Store, and in his service re-

mained as clerk until the 1st of March, 1883, at

which time, ^Messrs. McKee and Bard j)urchased

the stock of Mr. Milk. Our subject then entered

their emplo}- and was with them until May 1, 1886.

On the 8th of that month, in comi)any with his

former employer, Mv. Milk, he opened the store

with an entirely new stock of goods under the firm

name of Milk A Hennessy. Their predecessors,

McKee i^- Hard, removed their stock to Iowa just

previous to this. The firm of Milk A- Hennessy

continued in business until the 9tli of July, 1892,

when they closed out their stock to H. Y. Swan
and E. A. Brown, of Waldron, Kankakee County,

to which place the latter removed their purchase.

]Mr. Hennessy always made a success of his business

and enjoyed a large patronage, but tiring of the

mercantile life he determined to give his attention

to agricultural pursuits. He owns a farm compris-

ing about one hundred and eighty-five acres, which

he intends to improve and cultivate with the most

modern appliances. He contemplates placing upon
it about two thousand five hundred rods of tile, and
will make of it a model farm of this decade.

The subject of our sketch was united in the holy

bonds of matrimony with Miss Ellen Linehan, the

ceremony being performed on the 23d of May,

1880. Her father, John Linehan, of Chebanse, was

a native of Ireland, and her mothcr,wlio was before

her marriage Miss Harriet I)e Witt, was born in

Sullivan County, N. Y.

4U

The citizens of Chebanse have a number of times

called upon Mr. Hennessy to fill positions of pub-

lic trust. He was elected to the office of Justice of

the Peace, and became a member of the Village

Board of Trustees, which office he held for eight

years and was School Director for four years. Like

his father before him, he is a supporter of the Re-

publican party and cast his first ballot for Presi-

dent Hayes. Socially, he is a member of Cliebanse

Council No. 1079, R. A. He and his wife

are members of the Catholic Church. Mr. Hen-

nessy has alw,a3's been identified with all meas-

ures for the welfare of the community and is a

public-spirited and patriotic citizen.

ENRY CLAY FRITCII, who is engaged in

y farming on section 24, Lovejoy Township,

owns and operates one hundred and sixty

(^§5) acres of arable land, comprising one of the

best farms in this locality. The fields are well

tilled, and the many improvements, which are such

as are found on a model farm, indicate his thrift

and enterprise. He has one of the best liarns in

the township.

Mr. Fritch was born in Berks County, Pa., on

the 9th of June, 1848. His parents, George and

Christina Fritch, are also natives of the Keystone

State. His father has followed the occupation of

farming throughout his entire life and by his own
exertions has become well-to-do. Himself and

wife are members of the Baptist Church. In tlicir

family were twelve children, but only four arc

now living, Henry Clay being the eldest. Celia

is the wife of William Dungan, who is eng.aged in

agricultural pursuits in IMercer County, III.; Aus-

tin is married and follows farming in Kansas;

Amanda is the wife of Ed Smallwood, a telegraph

operator of Indianapolis, Ind.

The subject of this sketch was the third in order

of birth in the family. The first seven years of

his life were spent in the State of his nativity, and

then with bis parents he went to Williamsport,

Ind., where he resided for about eight years, the
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da3'S of his boyhood and j'outh being spent in the

usual manner of farmer lads. On attaining his

majority he started out in life for himself. His

capital was very limited, but he possessed industry

and a strong determination to succeed.

When the war broke out he tried to enlist in

his countrj^'s service, but being so young he was

brought home by his father, who, to satisfy his

military aspirations, permitted him to join the

Home Guards, with which he was connected for

some three years. The company numbered about

one huudred, being well equipped and thoroughly

drilled. Mr. Fritch was married August 10, 1870,

to Martha, youngest daughter of .John and Rebecca

ISIulhoUand. The lady was Tjorn March 25, 1854,

and died March 18, 1872. One child, Clara, born

of this union, died in infancy. Bereft of his com-

panion, Mr. Fritch made four trips West, visiting

several States, but finding no place he liked better

than Iroquois County he returned and has since

made it his home.

On the 23d of October, 1873, Mr. Fritch was

united in marriage with Miss I^Ua McClure, daugh-

ter of John and Sarah (Kirk) McClure. Their

union was celebrated in Milford, and has been

blessed with a family of seven children, five sons

and two daughters, but only four are now living:

George who was educated in the Wellington

schools and is a telegraph operator by profession,

resides at home with his parents; John died at the

age of two years; Edd aids his father in the farm

work; Effle died at the age of two years and ten

months; James is at home; Henry C. died at the

age of five years; and Ruth is the baby of the

household. The mother of this family is a native

of Indiana. She was born November 9, 1855, and

when a maiden of twelve summers became a resi-

dent of Illinois. In the McClure family were ten

children, seven sons and three daughters, of whom
eight are yet living. Mrs. Fritch is the eldest;

Minnie, is a resident of this State; Charlie is at

home; John is married and makes his home in this

count}-; Thomas resides in Iroquois County; Hugh
is married and resides in this county; and Toliver

and Daniel also make their home in this county.

In his social lelations Mr. Fritch is an Odd Fel-

liw, lielonging to AVellington Lodge No, 785, 1.

O. O. F. His wife holds membership in the Daugh-

ters of Rebekah. In politics he is an ardent adher-

ant of the Republican principles, and his first vote

was cast for Gen. U. S. Grant. He has never been

an office-seeker, but has frequently been called

to fill public positions of honor and trust, yet has

never accepted. His fellow townsmen well recog-

nize his worth and ability and know him as an

honorable, upright man.

i>-^^<P

R. JACOB M. MURREY, wlio is engaged

in the practice of medicine in Sheldon,

was born on the 12th of November, 1814,

in Franklin County, lnd.,and is of Scotch

descent. His father, William Murre}', was a na-

tive of Scotland, and with his parents emigrated

to America in 1800, when about twenty years of

age. He was a cabinet-maker by trade and fol-

lowed that occupation throughout much of his life.

In the Bucke3'e State he met and married Miss

Hannah Vans3'eck,a native of Ohio, and in 1814

they removed to Franklin County, Ind., but after

a short time returned to Butler County, Ohio, and

subsequently removed to Louisville, Ky. It was

not long afterward that Mr. Murrey joined the

regular army, and this is the last knowledge

which our subject has of his father. Whether he

was killed or what became of him the family never

knew. In September, 1834, the mother came to

Iroquois County, 111., where she resided for forty-

one years, or until her death, which occurred at

the advanced age of eighty-eight. Jacob was the

third in order of birth in a family of five children

and is the only surviving member.

The common schools of the Buckeye State af-

forded the Doctor his educational privileges. At

the age of sixteen j'ears he began earning his own

livelihood, and afterward followed farming for a

period of five years. As a companion and helpmate

on life's journey, lie chose Miss Mary Wood, daugli-"

ter of Jeremiah Wood, of Kentucky, their union be-

ing celebrated February 21, 1836. They lived to-

gether as man and wife for fifty-five years, sharing

with each otiier the jo^-s and sorrows, pain and
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pleasure, adversity iind prosperity, wliieh checker

the lives of all. At length the faithful wife was

called to her final rest, passing away on the 6th of

April, 1891.

By their union were born six children: Jeremiah

B., the eldest; Margaret .7., now the wife of David

Stewart; Jlinerva .lane, who married J. P. Sutton;

Josephine, wife of Francis AV. Raymond; Joseph-

us, twin brother of Josephine; and Albert P., who

completes the family. Not long ago the Doctor

made a visit to K.ansas, and wliile there saw twelve

of his great-grand children.

It was about twenty years ago that Dr. Murrey

began making a specialty of the treatment of can-

cers. He has made a lite stud}' of this disease,

and thorough preparation and natural skill and

ability well fitted him for this line of practice.

He has done .an extended business over many

States and has performed some wonderful cures.

He has a wide reputation and well deserves the

liberal patronage which he has received. In pol-

itics Dr. Murrey advocates the Democratic prin-

ciples and has always supported that party, except

in 1860 and again in 1864, when he voted for

Abraham Lincoln. His life has been a busy and

useful one, well and worthily spent, and he has a

wide circle of friends and acquaintances, being

held in the highest regard by all wlio knew him.

IflOHN PAYNE is a highly respected farmer

of Chebanse Township, residing on section

^--, 11. For a quarter of a century he has

^^^ made his home in tliis county, lie was

born in Fayette County, Pa., in 18'2.T,and is a son

of Edward and Sarah (Anderson) Payne. His

parents were both slaves in an early day. His f.a-

tiier was liberated bj' the emancipation act of tlie

State at the age of twenty-three 3'cars. Like the

rest of the race, he w.as not given any chance for

education. Both parents spent their entire lives

in Fayette County. Of their children, Edward

died in Pennsylvania in 1890, less than a mile

from his birthplace; John is the second in order of

birth; Barnes resides in St. Louis and is employed

on a steam-boat on the Mississippi River; Josephine

is the wife of Isaac Bach and is now living near

the old liome in Fayette County; Mrs. Mary Curry

resides in Washington County, Pa.; and Mrs. Sarah

Jane Gilkeson is living in Allegheny City, Pa.

We now take up the personal historj' of our

subject, who spent the days of his boyhood and

youth in the State of his nativity. His educa-

tional advantages were limited, yet he managed

to obtain a good knowledge of the common
branches in the subscription schools, which he at-

tended to some extent, paying 82 per quarter for

the privilege. He worked as a farm laborer in

Pennsylvania until nineteen j-ears of age, when he

went to Ohio, locating near Cadiz, Harrison

County. He was there under the employ of John

NiccoUs, with whom he remained seven years.

When his employer removed to Bloomington, 111.,

in 1851, Mr. Payne accompanied him. They were

twenty-one days upon the road, making the jour-

nej' with teams. For a time he worked upon a

farm near Bloomington, and in 1856 went to Will

County, working on a farm near Joliet for his old

employer. He there carried on farming on sliares.

It was in 1865 that Mr. Payne came to Iroquois

County, and with the capital he had acquired

through his industry, perseverance and economy

he purchased eightj'-live acres of land. This tract

was entirely destitute of improvements. He hauled

the lumber from Joliet, a distance of fifty-five

miles, to build his house. All the improvements

upon the place stand as a monument to the thrift

and enterprise of the owner, who now has a com-

fortable home and good farm. In fact, he has so

well succeeded in his business career, that he is

now living retired, enjoying a rest which he has

trul}' earned and richly deserves.

Mr. Paj'ne was married, in Cadiz, Ohio, to Miss

Ann B. Yancey, who was born in Virginia as a

slave and was emancipated when about twelve

jears of age. From that time until twenty-two

years of age she made her home with Isaac Kirk,

of Belmont County, Ohio. Their marriage was

celebrated in 1850. Mrs. Payne holds membership

with the Methodist Episcopal Church of Clifton.

In 1868, Mr. Payne cast his first Presidential

vote, thereby sup|)orting Gen. Grant, and has since
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bceu a warm advocate of Republican principles.

For twenty-seven years he has resided in this

county, has ever faithfully performed his duties of

citizenship, and has done what he could for the

best interests of this community and its upbuild-

ing. He is truly a self-made man and his success

in life is richly deserved.

J.EN.IAMIN LOWER, a retired farmer resid-

ing in Ashkam,is a native of Blair County,

Pa., born March 2, 1824. He is of German

descent, his grandfather, Adam Lower,

coming from Germany to this country at a very

early day, being a pioneer of Huntingdon County^

Pa. John Lower, the father of Benjamin, married

Isabella Lancey, a native of Ireland, who came to

this country with her parents while an infant

and grew to womanhood in Pennsylvania. John

Lower was a shoemaker by trade and worked at

that line in Williamsburg, Pa., at which place he

died many years ago.

Benjamin Lower, the subject of this sketch, is

the third in order of birth in a family of four

sons and three daughters, who grew to mature

years. He grew to manhood in his native county,

where he received an ordinary eommon-bchool

education. For about sixteen j'ears lie followed

the trade of a plasterer, working at that trade

usually in the summer season, and in the winter

helping his father at the bench. He was united

in marriage in Scott's Valley, Blair County, Pa.,

January 14, 1851, to Anna Mary Milliken, a na-

tive of Blair County, Pa., a daughter of Edward

and Catherine Milliken, the former of German

parentage and the latter of Scotch descent.

In 1858, Mr. Lower came to Iroquois Countj'

and purch.ised eight}' acres of land of the Illinois

Central Railroad Com))any in Ashkum Township,

and soon afterward bought forty acres adjoining

and at once commenced its improrement. For

the first few years the family suffered severely

from fever and ague and typhoid fever, during

which time two of the children died. In a few

years they became acclimated, and have since en-

joyed reasonably good health. For sixteen years

Mr. Lower remained upon his first farm, and then

purchased one near the village of Ashkum, where

he remained until 1888, and then built a good,

substantial residence in the village of Ashkum,

and has Since lived a retired life. In the thirty-

four years in which he has resided in this county

he has witnessed many changes, and has contrib-

uted largely to its growth and prosperity. In

early life, he was politically a Democrat, after-

ward a Republican, and is now thorougiily inde-

pendent. He has never aspired to office, but has

served his township in various local offices.

1\L'. and Mrs. Lower are the parents of four liv-

ing children: Ada C, now the wife of John

Bridge, of Iroquois Count}'; John A., a clerk in a

store of Ashkum, a young man of fair educa-

tion and ability; Dora, who resides at home; and

Mary Malinda, now tlie wife of P^dwin Duckhara,

of Ashkum. Two sons were lost: James, who died

February 16, 1864, aged twelve years; and Abra-

ham Lincoln, wlio died March 24, 1864, at the

age of fourteen months. Mrs. Lower is a member

of the Ashkum Congregational Churcii.

^p^^EORGE A. REAKIN is a retired farmer re-

lll
|_

—

,
siding in Danforth. He is a native of Ger-

^^ijl many, born in Hanover, February 9, 1833,

and is a son of Claus and Nancy (Aden) Reakin,

both natives of the same country. He grew to

manhood in Germany, received a good education

in his native tongue, and acquired his English edu-

cation after coming to this country. In 1855, he

married Cassie Saathoff, also a native of Hanover.

In 1857, the young conple took ship at Olden-

burg for New Orleans. The ship was a sailing-

vessel and they were three months on the vo.yage,

during which time cholera broke out on board the

ship and nineteen of the passengers died. They

arrived at New Orleans November 4, 1857, and

at once went up tlie river to St. Louis and

thence to Peoria, where Mr. Reakin spent about

fifteen months, doing such odd jobs of work as he

could find to do. Wiien he landed in America he had
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about ^700 ill gold, which he deposited in a bank,

and every dollar of which he lost by its suspension.

But he was not disheartened, continued on with

his work, and soon accumulated a small sum and

rented a farm in Livingston County, where he re-

mained for about eight years. In 1866, he re-

moved to Danforth Township, Iroquois County,

where he purchased one hundred and sixty acres

of prairie land and ten acres of timber land, paj'-

ing down but a very small part of the purchase

mone3'. Now came the struggle of his life— first to

free the land from debt, and then to place himself

and fainil3' in comfortable circumstances for life.

Success has crowned his efforts and lie is now the

owner of three farms, all of which are under a

good state of cultivation.

Mr. and Mrs. Reakin are the parents of nine

children who grew to maturity: Nancy, now the

wife of Mr. Johnson, of Danforth; .Tohn, a farmer

of this count}'; Clans, who resides in Minnesota;

Seve, wife of Frank Wanths, of Ashkum; Sarah,

wife of Eno Flessner; Rachel, wife of John Lott-

man; George, Eddie and Maiy. Mr. and Mrs.

Reakin are members of the Lutheran Church. Po-

litically, he is a Democrat.

,i^> ANKOKD A. KOBEKDS was born near

^^^ .lonesboro, Grant County, Ind., July 14,

|lL/_lj) 1851, and is a son of Phineas and Eliza-

beth (Russell) Roberds. His father was a

native of Ohio, and for many years was a minister

in the Christian Church, much of the time be-

ing si)ent in evangelistic woi'k. He removed to

this county in 1867 and located in Milford. where

he died June 11, IH'JO. He had been twice mar-

ried, his first wife dying earlv in the '40s. His

marriage with Elizabeth Russell, daughter of Sam-

uel Hussell, of Jonesboro, Ind., occurred in 1846.

He w.as the father of thirteen children by the two

marriages. The children of the first marriage are

Martha Ann, Lucinda, Freeman, Morris, Matilda

and Sarah. By the .''econd union were born Nancy

Jane, Sanford A., James L.,Pha'be L., William D.,

Margaret and Ulysses S. Grant. The latter served

five years in the regular army and was mustered

out in 1891. He married Miss Ida Doren, of Shel-

don 111., where they now live.

Sanford A. Roberds grew to manhood in his na-

tive State, where he received a common-school ed-

ucation at Farmington. Throughout the early

years of his life he was engaged in farming,

but retired from farm life about seven years

previous to this writing. He came to this count}'

with his father in the year 1867, having driven

a team with household goods the entire way.

On the 2d of April, 1873, he was married to

Miss Laura Fanning, daughter of John and Mary
(Spiller) Fanning. Plve children have been born

to them: Mary E., Minnie C, Amie I., Bessie L.

and Arthur J. Minnie died April 3, 1876, and

Amie, August 22, 1877. Mar}' E. graduated from

the Milford schools in 1891, and afterward at-

tended the Onarga Seminary at Onarga, 111. She

is notv engaged in teaching the White College

School, north of Milford.

Mr. Roberds is engaged at present exclusively

in stock business, buying and selling, which busi-

ness he has followed for about thiiteen years. He

is a member of Woodland Lodge No. 649, I. O. ().

F., and of Watseka Camp, I. O. O. F., and also

of Milford Camp No. 91, M. W. A. He is a man
well known throughout Iroquois County, and en-

joys the respect and confidence of all wlio know
him.

\I/0I1N FITZGERALD is an old resident

farmer, who m.ikes his home on section 36,

^,^1 , Milk's Grove Township. He was born in

'5^^ County Tipperary, Ireland, on the 8th of

February, 1847, and is a son of Thomas and Mary

(Fogarty) Fitzgerald, who were both born and grew

to maturity in that part of Ireland. The father

followed agricultural pursuits for a livelihood, and

in 1848 emigrated to America, where he went to

work upon a railroad near Joliet. He was in the

employ of the railroad until 1863, when he once

more turned his attention to farming. In 1854,

his family came to this country, and were five
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weeks and three days in crossing the Atlantic.

Mr. Fitzgerald carried on the farm in AVill County

until 1868, at which time he came to Iroquois

County, purchasing one hundred and sixty acres

of good land in Chebanse Towusliip. For man}-

j-ears he was occupied in developing and improv-

ing his property, and it was only about six years

ago that lie retired from active duties and cares;

he now makes his home in Clifton. He is about
seventy years of age, and has alwaj-s been a strong

Democrat and good citizen. Both he and his

wiffe, who is also living, are faithful members of

the Catholic Church.

Thomas Fitzgerald, a brother of our subject, has

been on the police force in Chicago for many years.

Patrick, who was born in Joliet in 1855, is in

the employ of the Chicago Street Railroad Com-
pany; Kate, wife of T. F'. Donovan, w.as the mother
of two children, and died in this county.

.John Fitzgerald is the oldest living member of

his father's family, and was about six and a-half

years old when he first set foot on American soil.

He was educated in the parochial schools of .Joliet.

On the 20th of May, 1863, he commenced the active

duties of life by entering the employ of an uncle,

who set liim to work cutting wood on the railroad.

At that time he was about sixteen years old, and
has since been .actively engaged at hard labor. After

about two years in his uncle's employ he returned

to his home and worked upon the farm. In 1876,

he purchased his present f.arm, consisting of one
hundred and sixty .acres of valuable and well-im-

proved land. He is now erecting several commod-
ious and good farm buildings and has placed his

farm under a high state of cultivation. He is

counted a successful, thrifty and careful farmer, as

is shown bj' his well-tilled fields and neat resi-

dence.

On the 9th of November, 1871, Mr. Fitzgerald

led to tlie marri.age altar Mary Hickey, who like

her husband is a native of County Tipperarj", Ire-

land. Her parents came to America in 1848, when
she was a child of six years. They located upon
a fai'm in Chebanse Township, where they are pros-

perous and well-known residents. Mr. and Mrs.

F'itzgerald are the parents of sis. children: Thomas
was educated in the common schools, and is now
on the home farm; Katie attended !St. Mary's
School, and joined tiie Sisters of Providence, who
are stationed about four miles from Terre Haute
at St. Mary's; Lizzie is a member of the same order

having been educated .Tt Chatsworth and at St.

Mary's; Mary, Lydia and Raymond are still at

home. The girls received then' education at Chats-

worth.

Mr. and Mrs. Fitzgerald and their family are

faithful workers in the Catholic Church at Clifton.

He is a man of large information and keeps posted

on all the leading issues of the day. He is inde-

pendent in politics and supports the man whom
he considers best qualified to fill the position. He
cast his first vote for Weaver, and for some time

was a supporter of the Greenback party. At pre-

sent his sympathies are with the Democratic party,

as he is not in favor of Protection. For fourteen

years he was a School Director, and is Drainage
Commissioner of Milk's Grove Township, special

district No 1. His father gave him some start in

life, and with that exception, he has made his

own way with the assistance of his family. He
is a man of cool and clear judgment, and sa-

gacious in his business enterprises and investments.

He numbers many friends in this communitj-,

whom he has made in his twenty-four years' resi-

dence in this section.

E^^-

(^^HOMAS F. MOLONEY, born in Ottawa, 111.,

M^^ August 17, 1859, is the son of John and

^^^ Kate (Leahy) Moloney, both of whom were

born in Ireland. Our subject was the only child

born to them. John Moloney came to America
many years ago, and located at Ottawa, 111., where

he was in the employ of the Rock Island Railroad

Company for some time as baggageman. He has

been deceased about thirty years. His widow mar-

ried Michael Riordan, and tliej' live three miles

west of Buckley, and have six children. Mr.

Riordan had one child by a former marriage, a

daughter, Kate, who is married to John Feelian;

they have three children. The names of the six

children by the second marriage are: Michael,

John, Mary, Dennis, Honora and Jerry. Mr. Rior-

dan came from Ottawa to Buckley in 1876, and
settled on a farm three miles west of town.

On the 3d of June, 1889, Thomas F. Moloney,
the subject of this sketch, was united in marriage

with Miss Frances Fisher, daughter of John .and

Mary Fisher; they have one child, John Francis

Lane, born June 18, 1891. About two j^ears age,

Thomas F. Moloney removed to Buckley from a

farm west of town, and forming a partnership

with ills cousin, Thomas James Moloney, opened a

hardware store, which they are now running under
llic firm name of Moloney & Moloney. They han-

dle liardw.are, stoves, tinware, agricultural imple-

ments and machinery, buggies, w.agons, etc.

Mr. Moloney and his wife are members of the

Catholic Church. In politics, he is a Democrat.
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